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PREFACE. 

IN undertaking to edit this republication of the FBBB

IlASON'S MONITOB, it is but justice to myself to say that the 

.work has been long in contemplation i the notes, etc., for the 

most part, were long since prepared. As far back as 1852, I 
had an edition of the MONITOB, embracing the Symbolical 
Degrees, nearly ready for the press. In all my teachings as a 

Masonic Lecturer, I have urged that whatever merits the 

fifteen or twenty Handbooks in use among us possessed over 
this, or one another, it was merely for their pictorial embel

lishments i the monitorial and really essential parts being but 
copies of this, with unimportant additions. I have never 

thought their dissemination, to the exclusion of Webb's Mon
itQr, the true policy of the Olan. 

To Mr. John Sherer I have now transferred the materials 

80 long collected and elaborated, and would cordially recom
mend this laudable effort of his to the Fraternity at large. 

His labors in the science of Masonio Symbology are well 

known at home and abroad. His large and elegant Carpets, 

approved and indorsed by the highest intelligence of our 

Order, are .upended in every Lodge and Chapter, and it i. 
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PBD'A.<m. 

reasonably anticipated that To FBuxA8oN's MONITOR will 

be accepted by the Craft at large as the best accompaniment 

to them. 

The first edition of the FUBHASON'. MONITOR was issued 

at Albany, N. Y., in 1797. In the preface the author de
clares that the work was chietly intended for Freemasons, but 

is equally calculated to explain the nature and design of the 

institution to persons seeking Masonic information, from 
whatever motives. He admits that it is chietly taken from 

the lll'Ultf'ationa 01 M(U()flry of William Preston i the principal 

changes being a reduction of the number of Sections, in tJae 

original W:, lour and twel" respectively, but in this work 

three, two and three. He conceived that the MONITOR em

braced Masonic information not otherwise accessible in a 
single volume, and that Masonic bodies would find it a ueful 

assistant and monitor. This hope has been amply fulfilled. 

The plan of the MONITOR is so lucid, and the working of the 

Degrees, by due attention to the various sections, so practical, 

thd its publication, aided, as it was, for twenty-two years by 
Webb's personal teachings, and by those of his disciples, 

Gleason, Cushman, Cross, Barney, Fowle, Vinton, et.c., who 

more or less accurately followed their master's steps, produoed 

an admirable uniformity in the American rituals. 

In this edition the phraseology of that of 1816 and subse

quent issues has been followed, correoting typographical 

errors and improving the punctuation. Mr. Webb altered 

and amended the MONITOR in eaoh successive edition from 

1797 to 1816 i after that time the text was unohanged. 

Hence the propriety of adopting the latter u • standard. 
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.A. few Scripture pusageB iDcorrectlJ quoted \ave beeD set 
right j a full copy of the ADcieDt Charges iDserted, iDstead 

of the garbled ODe formerly used j and the headiDge of the 
pages improved. With these few exceptioDs, the reader will 
lee the MOlm'OB U Webb himeelf perfected it and leR it. 

The omiuioD of the Degrees aDd Orders of The ADcieDt 

aDd Accepted Rite wu a matter of course. Webb, so far as 

is kDown, was Dot iD pOll8e8sioD of those Degrees, aDd could 

oDly give aD imperfect Ketch of their history aDd rituals 

from other authors equally iD the dark. They are grossly, 
eveD ridiculously, iDcorrect; aDd the space occupied by them 

has beeD devoted here to a better purpose. The publicatioa 

• of exact and elegaDt rituals of this philosophical Rite by 
Pike, Lafon aDd Carson, reDders it the less important that I 

~ould present ODe here. 

ID relatioD to the iDsertioD of lfasoDic emblems ilIustratiDg 

the uDwritteD work of Masonry, it is knOWD that Webb did 

DOt approve of them. ID DODe of his ten or fifteeD editioDS 

8ft aDY ilIustratioDs used, although EDglish aDd FreDch 

authors had adopted them before his day. Mr. Cross, whose 

"MasoDic Chart" appeared about the time of Mr. Webb's 
death (1819,) aad who is altogether iDdebted to the MomTOa 
for aDY thiDg valuable iD his book, veDtured to follow foreign 

authors iD the use of emblems, and thereby tnade a work 

which became popular beyoDd precedeDt. Although the 

older MuoDs, Webb's pupils, opposed it 811 aD innovatioD, the 

popular miDd eeised it 88 a valuable auUiary iD the study of 

esoteric MuoDry; aDd it has maiDtaiDed ita place in the 

boouto_ for forty yean. Other riiUlistll, Tanaehill, O. W. 
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PUPAO •• 

Moore,Oorneltus Moore, Gray, Maooy, Mackey, Davia, Dove, 
• Stewart, etc., followed the plan thus made popular by Or088 i 

and now no Handbook of Maeonry is weloome without 
emblems. One improvement, whioh Mr. Sherer olaims to 

have originated, baa been adopted in this volume, vii': 
placing the emblems in juxtapolition with the oorresponding 
letter-pre88. 

If, ae is fondly hoped, the establishment of Masonio Schools 
of Instruotion, teaching nothing but the" Webb Work," 

should be orowned with general SU00888, an important feature 
in them must be a uniform text-book. The FUBllA80N'S 
MONITOR must of oourse p08S888 the only olaim to that 

position. 

In the Appendix, with Odes, Forma, etc., will be found a 
practioal synopsis of Maeonio Law. This, ae will be seen, haa 
been prepared with great labor, and is the first work of the 
Bort ever published. I can but antioipate ita favorable recep
tion, remembering the general and inceuant call that haa 
been made for a work of the kind. Ita place in the MONITOR 

gives it an extrinsio value on the soore of oonvenience. 
In oonclusion, but few will deny that the practical merita 

of Tall FUIIK.A.80N'S MONITOR are enhanced by judioious 

notes and oomment j sixty-two years having p&888d sinoe the 
first 8(iition appeared, and great progress having been made 
by the Fraternity in matters of Maeonio aoienoe. -The fact 
that Mr. Webb himself so otten ohanged and improved the 
work until a short time previous to his death, implies that, 

had he lived to a period subsequent to the great Morgan ex
~tement, 1e would have thought it necessary, &8 I have done, 
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PBD'A.OK. 

to add IOmething more to the MOKlTOB than Dlustrations of 
working the Degrees. Having adopted his views, so far as I 
possessed them, in the selection and arrangement of my notes 
comment and synopsis, I feel a pleasing confidence that the 

present edition will be generally acceptable to his disciples 
aDd admirers. 

RoB MOBBIS. 

LolJISVILU, February, 1869. 
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FREEMASON"S }IONITOR. 

CHAPTER I. 
ORIGIN 01' MASONRY AND ITS GENERAL ADVANTAGES.* 

FROM the commencement of the world, we may trace Ihe 
foundation of ~Iasonry.t Evcr since symmetry began, and 
harmony displayed her charms, our Order has had a being. 
During many ages, and in many different countries, it has 
ftourished. In the dark periods of antiquity, when literature 
was in a low state, and thc rude manners of our forefathers 
withheld from them that knowledge we now so amply share, 
Masonry diffused its inftuence. This science unveiled, arts 
arose, civilization took place, and the progress of knowledge 
and philosophy gradually dispelled the gloom of ignorance 
and barbarism. Government being settled, authority was 
given to laws, and the assemblies of the fraternity acquired 
the patronage of the great and the good, while the tenets of 
the profession were attended with unbounded utility. 

For ample proof of the afltiquity of Masonry, that necessary founda
tion of its ufli,,".ality and Uflcl.aflgtabilit!l, see the writings of George 
Oliver, D. D., whose investigations under this head embrace the entire 
range of history, ancient and modern. A belief in the antiquity of )la-

. • The larger type is the ttxt, as found in the Monitor i the paragraphs 
interspersed in smaller type are Mr. Morris's commcnu and flott,. 

t Masonry and Geometry are sometimes used al .,non,mous terma. 
a 

• 
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18 ORIGIN AND ADVANTAGES OF MASONRY. 

IODry ill the first requisite ot a good teacher. Upon this all the legends 
ot the Order are based. The dignity of the Institution depends mainly 
upon its age, and to disguise its gray hairs is to expose it to a contempt
UOUII comparison with every society ot modern date. 

Masonry is a science oonfined to no particular country, but 
diffused over the whole terrestrial globe. Wherever arts 
flourish, there it flourishes too. Add to this, that by secret 
and inviolable signs, carefully preserved among the fraternity 
throughout the world, Masonry becomes a universal language. 
Hence many advantages are gained: the distant Chinese, the 
wild Arab, and the American savage, will embrace a brother 
Briton, Frano or German i and will know, that beside the 
oommon ties of humanity, there is still a stronger obligation 
to induce him to kind and friendly offices. The spirit of the 
fulminating priest will be tamed j and a moral brother, though 
of a different persuasion, engage his esteem. Thus, through 
the influence of Masonry, which is reconcileable to the best 
polioy, all those disputes, which embitter life, and sour the 
tempers of men, are avoided i while the common good, the 
general design of the Craft is zealously pursued. 

In the United States there are at thi' time (1868) 86 Grand Lodges, 
'Yil: Alabama, Arkansas, Calitornia, Connecticut, Delaware, District of 
Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mil
ai8sippi, Missouri, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Car
olina, Tenneaaee, Texa., Vermont, Virginia, Wisconsin. The aggregate 
number ot Subordinate Lodges working under these is about 4500, haT
ing a member,hip in glOlS of 160,000 Master Masons. It is demonstra
ble that the United Stattls has more Lodges and Masons than .the whole 
of the world besides. 

.. Lo wbat a soodl" heritage, 
The Lon! Co .. hath glveD ! .. 

Each IIJDlbolic degree has at least one sign that is universal. The 
• token. and wordB, there il reason to believe, are universal. 
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OOVEBNJOKT 01' TIlE I'BATERNITY EXPLAINED. 19 

The every-day experience of the Masonic reader will jll8tify this ex
hibit of the influence of Masonic principles upon the hrotherhood. 

From this view of the system, its utility must be sufficiently 
. obvious. The universal principles of the art unite men of 
the most opposite tenets, of the most distant countries, and 
of the most contradictory opinions, in one indil!soluble bond 
of affection, so that in every nation a Mason finds a friend, 
and in every climate a home. 

This paragraph demands some modification. "The most opposite 
tenets," and II the most contradictory opinions," must be harmonized on 
the broad basis of The AncimC Charge. of Masonry, else Freemasoury 
u such oould not exist. The belief and trust in one God, and in a Di
Tine Revelation; and obedience to the Ten Commandments of Sinai, are 
euentia8, opposed to which nothing "opposite" nor "contradictory" can 
be tolerated. No man wu more strenuoll8 in maintaining this view of 
Masonic conformity in practice than Webb himself. 

CHAPTER II. 
THE OOVERlOIENT 01' THE I'BATERNITY EXPLAINED. 

The mode of government observed by the fraternity will 
best explain the importance, and give the truest idea of the 
nature and design, of the Masonic system. 

There are several classes of Masons, under different appel
lations. The privileges of these classes are distinct., and par
ticular means are adopted to preserve those privileges to the 
just and meritorious of each class. 

In general practice there is no Masonic discipline, as sncb, beyond the 
third degree. It is in the symbolic Lodge, which consists of only three de
grees, that every Mason is initiated, passed and raised, affiliated, or demit
ted, tried, punished, relltored oracqnitted, enlightened, relieved or interred. 
Masonio edifices are underlaid and dedicated only by the symbolio 
Lodge. The honor of the fraternity is maintained, ita actual .tanding is 
pftl8nted before the world, ita awards and punishments published, only 
by the Iymbolio Lodge. It would comport better with the real purposes 
of Masonry, if more attention were paid to this department and leu to 
the 10 eaUed wp. tlepeeI. 
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20 GOVERNMENT 01' THE FRATERNITY EXPLAINED. 

Honor and probity are recommendations to the jint class ; 
i'n which the practice of virtue is enforced, and the duties of 
morality inculcated, while tho mind is prepared for regular 
and social converse in the principles of knowledge and phi~ 
losophy. 

Diligence, assiduity and application are qualifications for the 
second class; in which nn accurate elucidation of science, 
both in theory and practice, is given. Here humn.n reason is 
cultivated by a duc exertion of the rational and intellectual 
powers and faculties j nice and difficult theories are explained; 
new discoveries produced, and those already known beau
tifully embellished. 

It is lor tbis class tbat zealous men, during the past one ~lUndred 
yeers, have provided sucb ample means of }Iasonic instruction. The 
publication of TIlt vnivt1'lal .J/(Uonic Library, embracing 53 distinct 
works, in 30 volumes, upon tbe History, Philosophy and Jurisprudence 
of Freemasonry, has left nothing wanting tbat can enlighten and per
fect the aspiring Fellow-craft. 

The tllird class is composed of those whom truth and fidel
ity have distinguished; who, when assaulted by threats and 
violence l after solicitation and persuasion have failed, have 
evinced their firmness and integrity in preserving inviolate 
the mysteries of the Order. 

The r.ovemment of the Lodge, the dispensing of its charities, and tbe 
selection of materials for its increase, are left by geneml usage in tbe 
United States, to Ule Masons of the tliird class, as before remarked. 

The fourth class consists of those who have perseveringly 
studied the scientific branches of thc art, and exhibited proof 
of their skill and acquirements, and who have consequently 
obtaincd the honor of this degree, as a reward of merit. 

Hence the appellation" the mOTe honorable de!Jree" of :'I[ark Master, as 
seen in the Diplomas and Certificates of Royal Arch Masonry. This 
and the subsequent degrees are comparatively modern. 
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THB DlPORTANOE OP SECRESY. 21 

The fifth class consists of those who, having acquired a 
proficiency of knowledge to become tt>achers, have becn clected 
to preside over regularly constituted bodies of Masons. 

The Bixth class consists of those who, having discharged 
the duties of the chair with honor and reputation, are ac
knowledged and recorded as Most Excellent Ma,ter,. 

The ,eventh class consists of a select few whom years and 
experience have improved, and whom merit and abilities have 
entitled to preferment. With this class the ancient land
marks of the Order are preserved; and from them we learn 
and practice the necessary and instructive lessons, which at 
once dignify the art, and qualify its professors to illustrate its 
excellence and utility. 

This is the established mode of the ~Iasonic government, 
when the rules of the system are observed. By this judicious 
arrangement, true friendship is cultivated among different 
ranks and degrees of men, hospitality promoted, industry 
rewarded, and ingenuity encouraged. 

This is aecording to the Amtrican Syltnn. In other countries the de
gree or Royal Arch is communicated without the intermediate degrees 
of MaJ:"k Master and Most Excellent Master. All the degrees of the 
Chapter here namea are intensely _4mericanized. 

CHAPTER III. 
THB IIlPORTANCE OF THE SECRETS OF IlASONRY DEIlON

STRATED. 

If the secrets of l\IQ.sonry are replete with such advantages 
to mankind, it may be asked, Why are they not divulged for 
the general good of society? To which it may be answered; 
Were the privileges of Mallonry to be indiscriminately besto,,, ed, 
the design of the institution would be subverted; and, being 
familiar, like many other important matters, would soon lose 
their value, and sink into disregard. 
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22 THE IMPORTANCE 01' 8ECRE8Y. 

A better reason than this is that we as Masons have received them 
under a binding pledge to preserve them as secrets from the world and 
can DOt, short of the most horrible falsehood, violate our covenant. This 
is well understood by the community nt large, who stamped the seal of 
perjury so deeply into the forehead of those who in the last generation 
pretended to expose our mysteries to the world, that but few of them 
ever recovered from the disgrace. 

It is a weakness in human nature, that men are generally 
more charmed with novelty, than the real worth or intrinsic 
value of things. Novelty influences all our actions and deter
minations. What is new, or difficult in thc aoquisition, how
ever trifling or insignificant, readily captivate3 thc imagina
tion, and ensures a temporary admiration j while what is famil
iar, or easily obtained, however noble and eminent for its 
utility, is sure to be disregarded by the giddy and unthinking. 

Did the particular secrets or peculiar forms prevalent among 
Masons constitute the UBe1Ice of the art, it might be allege!1 
that our amusements were trifling, and our ceremonies super
ficial. But this is not the case. Having their use, they are 
preserved; and from the recollection of the lessons they incul
cate, the well-informed 1\lason derives instruction. Drawing 
them to a near inspection, he views them through a proper 
medium; adverts to the circumstances which gave them rise; 
dwells upon the tenets they convey; and, finding them replete 
with uscful information, adopts them as keys to the privileges 
of his art, and prizes them as sacred. Thus convinced of 
their propriety, he estimates the value from their utility. 

The " particular secrets or peculiar forms" taught by Webb up to the 
period of hill death as the Rituals of Freemasonry nre yet gloriously pre
served by many of the old Masons of New England and elsewhere. The 
writer has received them from various persons in Massachusetts, Rhode 
leland, Vermont, eOO., and has found them in the main, uniform and 
consisOOnt. The changes mnde -by Masonic lecturers subsequently to 
1819, have not been for the better. 

1\-Iany persons are deluded by their vague supposition that 
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our mysteries are merely nominal i that the practices estab
lished among us are frivolous i and that our ceremonies might 
be adopted, or waived, at pleasure. On this faIlle foundation, 
we have found them hurrying through all the degrees, without 
adverting to the propriety of one step they pursue, or P088eB8-

ing a single qualification requisite for advancement. Passing 
through the usual formalities, they have accepted offices, and 
a88umcd the government of Lodges, equally unacquainted 
with the rules of the institution they pretended to support, or 
the nature of the trust reposed in them. The consequence is 
obvious; whereyer such practices have been allowed, anarchy 
and confusion have ensued, and the substance haa been lost 
in the shadow. 

This grievous fault, as common at the present day as in 1797, it 
chargeable upon the Masters of Lod'gee and can not jnstly be imputed to 
the candidates themselves. If the bUnd lead the bUnd what other result 
can be expectedl 

Were the brethren who preside over Lodges properly 
instructed previous to their appointment, and regularly 
appril'Cd of the importance of their respective offices, a gen
eral reformation would speedily take place. This would 
evince the propriety of our mode of government, and lead 
men to acknowledge, that our honors were deservedly con
ferred. The ancient consequence of the Order would be res
tored, and the reputation of the society preserved. 

A careful study of the ancient laws of the Inatitution denlops SC'f

enttlen main principles, or landmarks which the intelligent officer of 
the . Lodge may well commit to memory. They are as follow.: I, The 
llaaonic landmarks are unchangeable, and imperatin. 2, Masonry i. 
" system telChing, symbolically, piety, morality, lCience, charity, and 
self-diseipliD1. 8, The law of God is the rule and limit of Masonry. 
4, The Civil law, 80 far as it accords with the Divine, is obliptory upon 
)l88Ons. 5, The Masonio Lodge, and the Masonic institution, are one 
and indivisible. 6, M88Onio qnalifications regard the mental, moral, 
And pbysical natnre of man. 7, Personal worth and merit are the buls 
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of official worth and merit. 8, The official duties of Masonry Are eso
teric. 9, The selection of Masonic material, and the gent-ral labors of the 
Masonic Craft are exoteric. 10, The honors ofMlISOnry are the gratitude 
of the Craft, and the approval of God. 11, Masonic promotion, both offi
cial.lDd private, is by grades. 12, The Grand Master may have a deputy. 
13, The head of the Lodge is the Mru:ter duly elected by the Craft.. 14, 
The medium of communication between the hend and the body of the 
Lodge, is the Wardens duly·elected by tbe Craft. 15, Obedience to the 
Master and Wardens is obligatory upon the members. 16, Secrcsy is an 
indispensable element of Masonry. 17, The Gmnd Lodge is supreme in 
its sphere of jurisdiction, Rnd controls both tbe Subordinate Lodges Rod 
individual Masons, bnt Rlways snbject to the ancient landmarks. 

Such conduct alone can support our character. Unless 
prudent actions shall distinguish our title to the honors of 
Masonry, and regular deportment display the influence and 
utility of our rules, the world in general will not easily 
be led to reconcile our proceedings with the tenets of our 
profession. 

CHAPTER IV. 
GENERAL REMARKS. 

Masonry is an art equally useful and exien!;livc. In every 
art there is a mystery, which requires a gradual progression 
of knowledge to arrive at any degree of perfection in it. 
Without much instruction, and more exercise, no man can be 
skillful in any art: in like manner, without an assiduous 
application to the various subjects treated of in the different 
lectures of l\Iasonry, no person can be sufficiently acquainted 
with its true value. 

This sentimpnt is a severe rebuke upon tbose who declaim against all 
written publications as innovations, Rnd denounce tke 3tudy of Masonry 
as an nnlawful tbing. Without muck instruction, and more exercise, no 
person will appreciate the wisdom, strellgtb, and beauty of Freemasonry. 

It must not, however, be inferred from this remark, that 
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persons who labor under the disadvantages of a confined edu
cation, or whose sphere of life requires a more intense appli
cation to business or study, are to be discouraged in their 
endeavors to gain a knowledge of :Masonry. 

Thc peculiarly difficult manncr in which the essential secrets of 
llasonry arc necessarily communicated to the American brethren, ren
den it a matter of time as well as labor, to acquire them. No such 
auxiliaries as go to the acquisition of other 8cienc~s are permitted here ; 
frequent rehearl.'als impressing retentive memories, form the only road 
to this learning. It is not strange, therefore, that we have 80 few 
proficien ts. 

To qualify an indh"idual to enjoy the benefits of the society 
at large, or to partake of its privileges, it is· not absolutely 
necessary that he should be acquainted with all the intricate 
parts of the science. These lire only intended for the diligent 
and assiduous l\Iason, who may have leisure and opportunity 
to indulge such pursuits. 

Though some are more able than others, some more eminent, 
some more useful, yet all, in their different sphet'es, may 
prove advantageous to the community. As the nature of 
every man's profession will not admit of that leisure which is 
necessary to qualify him to become an expert 1\lason, it is 
highly proper that the official duties of a Lodge should be 
executed by persons whose education and situation in life 
enable them to become adepts; as it must be allowed, that all 
who accept offices, and exercise authority, should be properly 
qualified to discharge the task assigned tItem, with honor to 
themselves, and credit to their sundry stations. 

CHAPTER V. 
THE CERElJONY OF OPENING AND CLOSING A LODGE. 

In all regular assemblies of men, who are convened for 
wise and useful purposes, the commencement and conclusion 
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of business are accompanied with Bome form. In every 
country of the world the practice prevails, and is deemed 
essential. From the most remote periods of antiquity it may 
be traced, anti tile refined improvements of modern times have 
not totally abolished it. 

Ceremonies, when simply considered, it is true, are little 
more than visionary d~lusions; but their effects are sometimes 
important. When they impress awe and reverence on the 
mind, and engage the attention by external attraction, to 
solemn rites, 'hey are interesting objects. These purposes 
are effected by judicious ceremonies, when regularly conducted 
and properly arranged. On !his ground they have received 
the sanction of the wisest men in all ages, and consequently 
could not escape the notice of Masons. To begin well, is the 
most likely means to end well; and it is judiciously remarked, 
that when order and method are neglected at the beginning, 
they ~ill be seldom found to take place at the end. 

At every slated meeting, the Lodge should be thoroughly instructed 
in the ceremuny of opening, as this embraces the whole art of preserving 
the essential seeresy. of the Craft, the dutiell and' stations of officers, the 
appeal to Deity for grace and strength, and the unchangeable means of 
Masonic recognition. 

The ceremony of opening and closing a Lodge with solem
nity and decorum, is, therefore, universally admitted among 
1\-Ia80ns j and though the mode in some Lodges may vary, and 
in every degree .must vary, still a uniformity in the general 
practice prevails in every Lodge j and the variation is solely 
occasioned by a want of method, which a little application 
might easily remove. 

In the numerous Lodges I have visited, I have found the variation 
to consist chiefly in the different amount of ceremony and lecture 
rehearsed. In Borne the ceremony is deprived of aU its vitality, in 
others it is made full and explicit, while tho great mass of Lodges vary 
between these extremes. 
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To conduct this ceremony with propriety ought to be the 
peculiar study of every )-Iason, especially of those who have 
the honor to rule ill our assemblies. To persons who are thus 
dignified, every eye is naturally directed for propriety of con
duct and behavior; and from them, other brethren, who are 
less informed, wiU naturally expect to derive an example 
worthy of imitation. 

It is comparatively easy to eonl" G dtgree, but few can open and 
close a Lodge with dignity and propriety. Years of study and experi
ence go to make one proficient in this desirable art. 

From a share in this ceremony no :&Iasan can be exempted. 
It is a general concern, in which all must assist. this is the 
first request of the Master, and the prelude to all business. 
No BOoner has it been signified, than every officer repairs to 
his station, and the brethren rank according to their degrees. 
The intent of the meeting becomes the sole object of attention, 
and the mind is insensibly drawn from those indiscriminate 
subjects of conversation which are apt to intrude on our less 
serious moments. 

This effect accomplished, our care is directed to the external 
avennes of the Lodge, and the proper officers, whose province 
it is to discharge that duty, execute their trust with fidelity, 
and by certain mystic forms, of no recent date, intimate that • we may safely proceed. To detect impostors among ourselves, 
an adherence to order in the character of Masons ensues, and 
the Lodge is either opened or closed in solemn form. 

By the general usage in the United States this order is reversed. 
The Lodge is first congregated, then purgtd, then iyled. This seems to 
me the more consistent method. 

At opening the Lodge, two purposes are wisely effected: the 
Master is reminded of the dignity of his character, and the 
brethren of the homage and veneration due from them in 
their sundry 8tations. These are not the only advantages 
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resulting from a due observance of this ceremony; a rever
ential awe for the Deity is inculcated, and the eye fixed on 
that object, from whose radiant beams light only can be 
derived. Here we are taught to adore the God of heaven, 
and to supplicate his protection on our well-meant endeavors. 
Xhe Master assumes his governmcnt in due form, and under 
him his Wardenl! i who acccpt their trust, after the customary 
salutations. The brethren then, with one accord, unite in 
duty and respect, and the ceremony concludes. 

This is a beautiful synopsi~ of the form and purposes of the open
ing ceremony. 

At closing the Lodge, a similar form takes place. Here the 
less important duties of :Masonry are not passed over unob
served. The necessary degrce of subordination in the govern
ment of a Lodge is peculiarly marked, while the proper tribute 
of gratitude is offered up to the beneficent Author of life, and 
his blessing invoked and extended to the whole fraternity. 
Each brother faithfully locks up the treasure he has acquired, 
in his own secret repositary; and, pleased with his reward, 
retires to enjoy and disseminate, among the private circle of 
his brethren, the fruits of his labor and industry in the 
Lodge. 

The work of t~ Lodge in each degree is a portion of the 'teret, of 
Masonry. 

These are faint outlines of a ceremony which universally 
prevails among Masons in every country, and distinguishes all 
their me(ltings. It is arranged as a gcneral section in every 
degree, and takes the lead in all our illustrations. 

The best usage at alated meetings is to open the three Lodges in reg
ular order, commencing wilh the lowest. No nbbrevinting or slurring 
over the ceremonies should be allowed, but e\"ery response gi\"en !lnll 
every ceremony performed with plodding exactness. The cla,ing mny 
be more brief. 
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At called meetings th08e Lodgl's only are opened in which the business 
of the meeting is to be performed. 

Charge wtd at Opffling a Lodge. 

"Behold! how good and how pleasant it is for brethrel) to 
dwell together in unity! 

"It is like the precious ointment upon t.he head, that 'raJ!. 
down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard, that went down to 
the skirts of his garments : 

"As thc dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended 
upon the mountains of Zion i for there the Lord commanded 
the blessing, even life for evermore." 

.An Invocation at Clonng the Lodge. 

May the blessing of Heaven rest upon us, and all regular 
~Iasons! may brotherly love prevail, and every moral and 
social virtue cement us! Amen. So mote it be. 

No Lodge ('an be regularly opened or closed without religiou8 sello 
vices of some 80rt. The general usage is for the Master to caU upon 
brethren gifted in prayer to make supplication to the Divine Throne. 
In very many Lodgt'.8, opening and closing Odes are likewise sung. See 
Appendix. 

CHAPTER VI. 

CRARGES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE CONDUCT AND 
BEHAVIOR OF MASONS. 

A rehearsal of the Ancient Charges properly succeeds 
tbe opening, and precedes the closing, of a Lodge. This was 
the constant practice of our ancient brethre~, and ought never 
t() be neglected in our regular a~semblies. A recapitulation 
of our duty can not be disagrl1eable to those who are 
acquainted with it i and to those who know it not, should 
any such be, it must be higply proper to recommend it. 
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The Synopsis of the Ancimt OIaarge., introduced here by Webb, is 10 

abbreviated and imperfect that it is thought better to insert the whole, 
unabridged. All questions upon Masonic Law must be referred, as a 
last resort, to these Ancimt OAargu. A mere skeleton of a document, 
not in 'itselfverylengthy, does not therefore answer the purpose Webb 
had in view, nor would it sene as a lltandard, 10 neceSSAry in this 
inquiring age, for the Bettlement of the numerous mooted questions that 
arise in the workings of every Lodge. 
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ANCIENT CHARGES OF MASo.NRY. 

FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1723 UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE 

GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND. 

CHAPTER I. 
CONCERNING GOD AND RELIGION. 

A Mason is obliged, by his tenure, to obey the moral law, 
and if he rightly understands the art, he will never become a 
stupid Atheist nor an irreligious Libertine. 

But though in ancient times, Masons were charged in every 
country to be of the Religion of that country or nation, what
ever it was, yet it is now thought more expedient only to 
oblige them to that Religion in which all men agree, leaving 
their particular opinions to themselves j that is, to be good 
and trne, or men of honor and honesty, by whatever denom
inations or persuasions they may be distinguished: whereby 
Masonry becomes the center of union, and the means of con
ciliating true f'riendship among persons that must have 
remained at a perpetual distance. 

CHAPTER II. 
OJ' THE CIVIL HAGISTRATE, 8UPREHE AND SUBORDINATE. 

A Mason is a peaceable subject to the civil powers, wherever 
he resides or works, and is never to be concerned in plots or 
conspiracies against the peace and welfare or the nat.i(]n, nor 

a 
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to behave himself undutifully to inferiorAnagistrates. For as 
l\Iasonry hath always been injured by war, bloodshed and con
fusion, so ancient kings and princes have been much disposed 
to encourage the Craftsmen, because of their peaceableness and 
loyalty, whereby they practically answered the cavils of their 
adversaries, and promoted the honor of the fraternity who 
ever flourished in times of peace. So that if a Brother should 
be a rebel against the State, he is not to he countenanced in 
his rebellion, however he may be pitied as an unhappy man; 
and if convicted of no other crime, though the loyal Brother
hood must and ought to disown his rebellion and give no 
umbrage or ground of political jealou!lY to the government 
for the time being, they can not expel him from the Lodge, 
and his relation to it remains indefeasible. 

CHAPTER III. 

OF LODGES. 

A Lodge is a place where Masons assemble and work; 
hence that Assembly, or duly-organized Society of lIasons, is 
called a Lodge, and every Brother ought to belong to one, 
and to be subject to its by-laws and the general regulations. 
It is either particular or general, and will be best understood 
by attending it, and by the Regulations of the General or 
Grand Lodg~ hereunto annexed.* In ancient times, no ~Ias
ter or Fellow could be absent from it, especially when warned to 
appear at it, without incurring a severe censure, until it appear
ed to thc Master and Wardens, that pure necessity hindered him. 

The persons admitted members of a Lodge must be good 
and true men, free born, and of mature and discreet age, no 

'" Alluding to the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of EnglAnd which 
is no' given in this volume. 
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bondmen, no woman, no immoral or scandalous men, but of 
good report. 

CHAPTER IV. 

01' JlASTERS, W ARDEN8, I'ELLOW8 AND APPRENTICES. 

All preferment among Masons is grounded upon real worth 
and personal merit only; that so the lord may be well served, 
the brethren not put to shame, nor the Royal Craft despised. 
Therefore no Mason or Warden is chosen by seniority but for 
his merit. It is impossible to describe these things in writing, 
and every Brother must attend in his place and learn them in 
a way peculiar to this fraternity. Only candidates may know 
that no Master should take an Apprentice unless he has suf
ficient employment for him, and unless he be a perfect youth, 
having no ~aim or defect in his body that may render him 
incapable of learning the art, of serving his Master's Lord, and 
of being made a Brother, and then a Fellow-craft in due 
time, even after he has served such 1l term of years as the 
custom of the country directs, and that he should be descended 
of honest parents: That so, when otherwise qualified he may 
arrive to the honor of being the Warden, and then the .Mas
ter of the Lodge, the Grand Warden and at length the Grand 
Master of all the Lodges, according to his merit. 

No Brother can be a Warden until he has passed the part of 
a Fellow-craft; nor a Master until he has acted as a Warden; 
nor Grand Warden until he has been Master of a Lodge i nor 
Gnnd Master unless he has been a Fellow-craft before his 
election, who is also to be nobly born, or a gentleman of the 
best fashion, or some eminent scholar, or some ·curious archi
tect, or other artist, descended of honest parents, and who is 
of singular great merit in the opinion of the Lodges. 

And for the better and easier and more honorable discharge 
of his office, the Grand Master has a power to choose his own 

4 
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Deputy Grand l\'laster who must be then or must have be,en 
formerly, the 1\laster of a purticular Lodge, and has the priv
ilege of acting whatever the Grand l\laster, his -principal, 
should act, unless the principal be present or interpose his 
authority by a letter. 

These rulers and governors, supreme and subordinate, of 
the Ancient Lodga, are to be obeyed in their respectin sta
tions by all the brethren, according to the old Charges and 
Regulations, with all humility, reverence, love, and alacrity. 

CHAPTER V. 

OF THE MANAGEMENT OF TOE CRAFT IN WORKING. 

All 1\lasons should work honestly on working days, that 
they may liye creditably on holy days; and the time appointed 
by the law of the land, or confirmed by custom, shall be 
obscfYed. 

The most expert of the Fellow craftsmen, shall be chosen 
or appointed the 1\lnster or Overseer of the lord's work, who 
is to be called Master by those that work under him. 

The Craftsmen arc to avoid all ill language. and to call each 
other no disobliging names, but Brother or Fellow; and to 
behave themselves courteously within and without the Lodge. 

The l\'laster, knowing himself to be able of cunning, shall 
undertake the lord's work as rea!lonably as possible, and truly 
dispend his goods as if they were his own, nor to give more 
wages to any Brother or Apprentice than he really may 
deserve. 

Both the l"Iaster and tIle 1\lasons, receiving their wages 
justly, shall be faithful to the lord, and honestly finish their 
work whether task or journey; nor put the work to task, that 
hath been accustomed to journey. 

None shall discover envy at the prosperity of a Brother, nor 
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supplant him, or put him out of his work, if he be capable to 
finish the same j for no man can finish another's work so much 
to the lord's profit, unless he be thoroughly acquainted with 
the designs and drafts of him that began it. 

When a Fellow-craftsman is chosen Warden of the work, 
under the l\Iaster, he shall be true both to !Iaster and Fellows, 
and shall carefully oversee the work in the 1\laster's absence to 
the lord's profit: and his brethren shall obey him. 

All l\fasons employed shall meekly receive their wages with
out murmuring or mutiny, and not desert the l\Iaster till the 
work is finished. 

A younger Brother shall be instructed in working, to pre
vent spoiling the materials for want of judgment, and for in
creasing and continuing of brotherly love. All the tools 
used in working shall be approved by the Grand Lodge. 

No laborer shall be employed in the proper work of !Iasonry j 
nor shall Freemasons work with those that are not free, with
ont an urgent necessity j nor shall they teach laborers, unac
cepted lIasons, as they should teach Brother or Fellow. 

CHAPTER VI. 
OJ' BEHAVIOR, VIZ: IN TUE LODGE WHILE CONSTITUTED. 

You are not to hold private committees or separate conver
sation without leave from the Master, nor to talk of any thing 
impertinent or unseemly, or interrupt the Master or 'Vardens, 
or any Brother "peaking to the l\Iasterj nor behave yourself 
hilariously or jestingly while the Lodge is engaged in what is 
serious and solemn, nor usc any unbecoming langnage upon 
any pretense whatever, bu~ to pay due reverence to your ?tIas
ter, Wardens and Fellows, and put them to worship. 

If any complaint is brought, the Brotber found guilty shall 
stand to the award and determination of the Lodge, who are 
the proper and competent judics of" all looh oontroveraica 
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(unless you carry it by appeal to the Grand Lodge), and to 
whom they ought to be referred, unless a lord's work be hin
dered the mean while j in which case a particular reference 
may be made. But you must never go to law about what 
concerneth Masonry, without absolute necessity, apparent to 
the Lodge. -

.After the Lodge is over and lIte .Brethren not gone. 

You may enjoy yourselves with innocent mirth, treating 
one another according to ability, but avoiding all excess, or 
forcing any Brother to eat or drink beyond his inclination, 
or hindering him going when his occasions call him, or doing 
or saying any thing offensive, or that may forbid an easy and 
free conversation j for that would blast our harmony and de
feat our laudable purposes. Therefore, no private piques or 
quarrels must be brought within the door of the Lodge, far 
les8 any qualTela about religion, or. nations, or State policy, 
we being only as l\fasons of the catholic religion above men
tioned. Weare also of all nations, tongues, kindreds and 
languages, and are resolved against all politics as what never 
yet conduced to the welfare of the J,odge, and never will. 
This charge has been always strictly enjoined and observed j 
but especially ever since the Reformation in Britain, or the 
dissent and secession of these nations from the communion of 
Rome. 

When Bretltren ~d without Strangers, but not in it Lodge 
formed. 

You are to salute one another in a courteous manner, as 
you will be instructed, calling each other Brother, freely giv
ing mutual instruction, as shall be thought expedient, with
out being overseen or overheard, and without eucroaching 
upon each other, or derogating from that respect which is due 
to any Brother were he not a Mason. For though alll\Iasons 
nre as brethren upon the same level, yet l\fasonry takes no 
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honor from a man that he had before,-nay, rather it adds to 
his honor, especially if he has deserved well of the Brother
hood, who must give honor to whom it is due, and avoid ill
manners. 

In presence nf &ranger" not MalOtI •. 
You shall be cautious in your words and carriage, that the 

most penetrating stranger shan not be able to discover or find 
out what is not proper to be intimated; and sometimes you 
shall divert a discourse, and manage it prudently, for the 
honor of the worshipful fraternity. 

At Home lind in. your Neighborhood. 

You are to act as becomes a moral and wise man: particu
larly not to let your family, friends and neighbors know the 
concerns of the Lodge, etc., but wisely to oonsult your own 
honor, and that of the ancient Brotherhood, for reasons not 
to be mentioned here. You must also oonsult your health, 
by not oontinuing together too late, or too long from home 
af'ter Lodge hours are past, and by avoiding of gluttony or 
drunkenness, that your families be not neglected or injured, 
nor you disabled from working. 

Toward a strange Broll&er. 

You are cautiously t.o examine him in such a method as 
prudence shall direct you, that you may not be imposed upon 
by au ignorant false pretender, whom you are to reject with 
contempt and derision, and beware of giving him any hints 
of knowledge. Bllt if you discover him to be a true and gen
uine Brother, you are to respect him acoordingly j and if he 
is in want, you must relieve him if you can, or else direct him 
how he may be relieved. You must employ him some days, 
or else recommend him to be employed. But you are not 
charged to do beyond your ability, only to prefer a poor 
Brother, that is a good man and true, before any other poor 
people in the same eireum~tanoes. 
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Finally, all these charges you are to observe, and also those 
that shall be communicated to you in another way j cultiva
ting Brotherly Love, the foundation and cap-stonc, thc cement 
and glory of the ancient fraternity, avoiding all wrangling 
and quarreling, all slander llnd backbiting, not permitting 
others to slander any honest Brother, but defending his char
acter, and doing him all good offices as far as is consistent 
with your honor and safety, and no furtber. And if any of 
them do you injury, you must apply to your own or his Lodge, 
and from thence you may appeal to the Grand Lodge at th" 
quarterly Communication, and from tbcnce to the annual 
Grand Lodge, as has been the ancient laudable conduct of our 
forefathers in every nation j never taking a legal course, but 
when the case can not be otherwise decided, and patiently 
listening to the honest and friendly advice of Master and Fel
lows, when tbey would prevent your going to law with stran
gers, or would excite you to put a speedy period to all law
suits, that so you may mind the affair of :Masonry witb the 
more alacrity and success. But with l'espect to Brothers or 
Fellows at law, the l\laster and brethren should kindly offer 
their mediation, and if that submission is impracticable, they 
must however carryon their process or lawsuit without wrath 
and rancor, not in the common way, saying or doing nothing 
which nlay hinder Brot/urly Love and good offices to be re
newed and continued; that all may see the benign influence 
of Masonry, as all true Masons have done from the beginning 
of the world, and will do to the end of time. Amen. & 
mote it be. 

In addition to tbis ancient and most \"ILlaable document, tbe reader 
Is referred to Records of the tenlh century ( Code, p. 18), the fourleenth 
centnry (Ibid. pp. 21 and 27). the fiftcenlh century (Ibid. p. 29); the 
seventeenth century (Ibid. p. 35, repUblished in this volumc undcr head 
of "Charges 10 a PJlSt ?tIaltE'r"), and of Iheeighleenlh century (Ibid. p. 
47). 1'ho Constitutions of the tbirtY'8ix American Grand lodles form 
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u .... eful subjects of study. (For that of New York see Ibid. p. 64.) The 
lltandard form of by-laws in very general uso is worthy of notice in the 
same connection (Ibid. p. 91). Nothing will so readily form the ripe 
Mason as the study of these aucient and standard documents. 

CHAPTER VII. 
PRE-REQUISITES FOR A CANDIDATE. 

By a late regulation, adopted by most of the Grand Lodges 
in America, no candidate for the mysteries of 1\lasonry can be 
initiated without having been proposcd at 0. previous meeting 
of the Lodge; in order that no one may he introduced with
out due inquiry relative to his character and qualifications. 

This is so far from being a lat~ rrgulation that it is a portion of the 
oldest Masonic statutes ever brought to America: viz., in 1778, at the 
establishment of tbe first Lodge in Boston, Massachusetts. It formed a 
part, at that time, of the Constitu~ions of the Orand Lodge of England, 
as follows: "RULE Y. No man can be made or adru:tted a member of 
a particular Lodge, witbout previous notice, one montb hefore, given to 
the said Lodge in order to make due inquiry iuto tbe reputation and 
capacity of tbe candidate j unleliS by tlao Dispensation aforesaid." This 
being a fundamental law of Masonry, it was not a regulation tbat could 
be "adopted by most of the Grand Lodges in America." ~ee, also, the 
Installation Sen-ice of tile Master of a Lodge, Charge xiv. 

All applications for initiation should be made by petition 
in writing, signed by the applicant, giving an account of hill 
age, quality-, occupation, and place of residcnce, and that he is 
desirous of being admitted 0. member of the fraternity; which 
petition should be kept on file by the Secretary. 

Form of a Petition to ba preuflted by a Clmdidate for Initiation. 

"~o the Worshipful 1\laster, Warden a, and Brethren of 
--- Lodge, of Free Dnd Acccpted l\Iasons: 

"The petition of tbe subscriber respectfully showetb, that 
having long entertained a favorable opinion of your ancient 
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institution, he is desirous of being admitted a member thereof, 
if found worthy. 

To this is properly added the words, "If admitted he pledges himself 
to a cheerful obedience to all the requirements of the Institution." 

" His place of residence is --- j his age -- yea", j his 
occupation ---. 

[Signed] "A. B." 
After this petition is read, the candidate must be proposed 

in form, by a member of the Lodge, and the proposition sec
onded by another member j a committee is then appointed to 
make inquiry relative to his character and qualifications. 

The only exception to this rule is found in Virginia, where no exam-
ining committees are appointed. . 

The qualificatioll3 of ('8lldidates are of three classes: mental, IIIOnII, 8IId 
phylical. 

Mentally, each must po~8ess a sound intellect, and a good memory, 80 

as quickly to appreciate, thoroughly to comprl'hend, and faithfully to 
retain the instructions to be communicated to him. 

Morally, he must be of good report before all men, obedient to the 
laws of God, keeping his passions under subjection, industrious, econom
ical, and a good citizen. 

Phyaically, he must have the parts and members of a man, without 
any serious maim or defect. All the Masonic ml'llns of recognition he 
must be able llBsonically to rcuive, and l\IllSonically to communicate. 

Declaration to be a33t(1ted to by a Cand'uiate, in an a4foining apartment, 
previolU to Initiation. 

"Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before these 
gentlemen,* that, unbiased by friends, and uninfluenced by 
mercenary motives, you freely and voluntarily oifer yourself 
a candidate for the mysteries of J.\bsonry?" I ·do. 

"Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before these 
gentlemen, that you are prompted to solicit the privileges of 
1\lo.80nry by a favorable opinion conceived of the institution, 

" Tho Stewarus of the Lodge are usually present. If not; then 0. Com
mittee of Preparation. 
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a desire of knowledge, and a sincere wish of being serviceable 
to your fellow-creatures 1" I do. 

"Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before these 
gentlemen, that you will cheerfully conform to all the ancient 
established usages and customs of the fraternity 1" I do. 

A cktJr ballot must be had before the candidate is notified to appear 
in the "adjoining apartment." The only exception to this is in South 
Carolina, where it requires two black baUs to reject. 

The 11I8g8 in balloting is by balls, and in a manner so secret tbat no 
one is informed how another voted. If one black ball only is found in 
the box, a second ballot is immediately had to correct a possible mis
take j the black ball appearing the second time, the candidate is declared 
rejected, nor can he apply to the Lodge again nntil after a period 
(!1snally twelve months) designated in the standard regulations of the 
Grand Lodge having jurisdiction. More than one black ball ensures a 
peremptory rejection. 

The same rule of balloting is applicable to petitions for affiliation and 
advancement. 

There is no Grand Lodge which at present authorizes an addition 
to these declaration'). A few private Lodges append a pledge, to the efFect 
that the applicant believes in a state of future rewards and punishments, 
that he conceives the Holy Scriptures to be of Divine import, etc. All 
this, however, is irregular and nn-Masonic. 

Afl.er the above declarations are made, and reported to the 
Master, he makes it known to the Lodge, in manner following, 
viz: 

"»RETHREN,-At the request of Mr. A. B., he has been 
proposed and accepted in regular form j I therefore recom
mend him as a proper candidate for the mysteries of Masonry, 
and worthy to partake of the privileges of the fraternity j and, 
in consequence of a declaration of his intentions, voluntarily 
made, I believe he will cheerfully conform to the rules of the 
Order." 

If there. are then no objections made, the candidate is intro
duced in due form. 

e; 

Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Goog le 



ENTERED APPBENTIOB. 43 

+ Ii 

CHAPTER VIII. 
REMARKS ON THE FIRST LECTURE. 

We shall now enter on a disquisition of I,he different sec
tions of the lectures appropriated to the several degrees of 
Masonry, giving a brief summary of the whole, and annexing 
to e.ery remark the particulars to which the section alludes. 
By these means the iodustrious Mason will be instructed in 
the regular arrangement of the sections in each lecture, and 
be enabled with more ease to acquire a knowledge of the art. 
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The whole of these lectures, as taught by Webb, are y~ utat, and 
would most appropriately accompany this volume by the mouth of Grand 
Lecturers and other Masonic instructors. 

The first lecture on Masonry is divided into three sections, 
and each section into different clauses. Virtue is painted in 
the most beautiful colors, and the duties of morality are 
enforced. In it we are taught such useful lessons as prepare 
the mind for a regular advancement in the principles of knowl
edge and philosophy. These are imprinted on the memory by 
lively and sensible images, to influence our conduct in the 
proper discharge of the duties of social life. 

These imagt. relate to the chaste and beautiful drama of lIrIasonry, 
wherein emblem, aymbol, and ceremonial, are elegantly combined with 
the pureat doct.rine and the most venerable tradition, to impress the can
didate'a mind with the grace and sublimity of the Rite. 

In Webb's day, the emblems, instead of being presented in the Moni
tor as now, were painted upon canvas, and formed a part of the hang
ings of t.he Lodge. Oftener they were merely drawn with chalk, char
coal, and clay, upon the floor, for temporary use. The aame designs 
were uaed then as now. 

THE FIRST SECTION. 
The first section in this lecture is suited to all capacities, 

and may and ought to be known by every person who ranks 
as a Mason. It consists of general heads, which, though 
short and simple, carry weight with them. They not only 
serve as marks of distinction, but communicate useful and 
interesting knowledge, when they are duly investigated. They 
qualify us to try and examine the rights of others to our privi
leges, while they prove ourselves; and, as they induce us to 
inquire more minutely into other particulars of greater im
portance, they serve as an introduction to subjects more amply 
explained in the following sections. 

The examination of a vi8iting Brother i8 made particularly minnle 
and thorough upon this degree. 
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.A Prayer wed Id 1M rnitiatiofl of II CtmditltJu. 

Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the Universe, to 
this, our present convention j and grant that this candidate 
for Masonry may dedicate and dtwote his life to thy service, 
and become a true and faithful Brother among~usl Endue 
him with a competency of thy divine wisdom, that by the 
secrets of our art, lie may be better enabled to display the 
beauties of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, to the honor 
of thy holy name. .Amen. So mote it be. 

All the prayers introduced into this work may be considered al 
models or forml to be enlarged upon or abbreviated, or othel'll substi
tuted in their places, at the Master's will and pleasure. 

It is a duty incumbent on every Master of a Lodge, before 
the ceremony of initiation takes place, to inform the candidate 
of the purpose and design of the institution; to explain the 
nature of his solemn engagements j and, in a manner peculiar 
to Masons alone, to require his cheerful acquiescence to the 
duties of morality and virtue, and all the sacred tenets of the 
Order. 

This important regulation has been of latter years generally neg
lected. The usage, however, is gaining ground again. 

Toward the close of the section is explained that peculiar 
ensign of Masonry, the lamb-akin, or 
'White kat1l.er- apron, which is an emblem 
of innocence, and the badge of a Ma
Bon; more ancient than the Golden 
Fleece or Roman Eagle; more honorable 
than the Star and Garter, or any other 
order that could be conferred upon the candidate at the time 
of his initiation, or at any time thereafter, by king, prince, 
potentate, or any other person, except he be a Mason j and 
which everyone ought to wear with equal pleasure to him
self, and honor· to the fraternity. 
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The Masonio Ilpl'On of the symbolic degrees should be cot with riglt 
tlftglu throughouL 

This section closes with an explanation of the 'IIJOTking too" 
and implements of an Entered Apprentice, which are, the 
PrDenty-four inc" Gauge, and the CommOA GafJel. 

These should be a part of the furniture or equipment. of the Lodge. 
The following il the correct form of the Gavel: 

The Pwen.ty-four iflC" Gauge is an instrument made use of 
by operative masons, to measore and layout their work; bot 
we, U free and accepted MuoDs are taught to make use of it 
for the more noble and glorious purpose of dividing our time. 
It being divided into twenty-four equal parts, is emblematical 
of the twenty-four hours of the day, which we are taught to 
divide into three equal parts, whereby we find eight hours for 
the service of God and a distressed worthy Brother; eight 
hours for our uual avocations; and eight for refreshment and 
sleep.* 

." Th. most eft'ectual expedient employed by Alfred the Great, for the 
encouragement of learninlt. was his own example, and the couata~t assi
duity with which he employed himself in the pursuit of knowledge. 
Be usually divided his time into three equal portions: one was employed 
in sleep, and the refection of his body j another in tbe di~patch of buai
lieu;" and a third in study and devotion."-Humil Hillory of Englatul. 
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The OnnDIO/I GafJel is an instrument made use of by 
operauve masons, to break off the corners of rongh stones, 
the better to fit them for the builder's use; but we, as free 
and accepted Masons, are taught to mako nse of it for the 
more noble and glorious purpose of divesting our minds and 
consciences of all the vices and superfluities of life, thereby 
fitung our bodies, as living stones, for that spiritual building, 
that house not made with hands, eternal in the heaven •. 

THE SECOND SECTION. 

The second section rationally accounts tor the origin of our 
hieroglyphical instruction, and convinces us of the advantages 
whiCh will ever accompany a faithful observance of our duty; 
it maintains, beyond tbe power of contradiction, the propri
ety of our rites, while it demonstrates to the most skeptical 
and hesitating mind, their excellence and utility j it illustrates, 
at the same time, certain particulars, of which our ignorauce 
might lead us into error, and which, as Masons, 11'0 are indis
pensably bound to know. 

It ia not enough to in8trllet the initiate in the forma through which 
he hu paned i this were but child-like and trivial. The antiquity, ori
gin and meaning of those forms is that which alone can recommend 
them to the intellectual mind. In this, and not in mere expertne81 or 
dramatic elfeet. lies the forte of a skillful Muter. . 

To make a daily progre88 in the art is out constant duty, 
and expre88ly required by our general laws. What end can 
be more noble, than the pursuit of virtue? what motive more 
alluring, than the practice of justice? or what instruction 
more beneficial, than an ·accurate elucidation of symbolical 
mysteries which tend to embellish and adorn the mind? Ev
ery thing tbat strikes the eye, more immediately engages the 
~ttention, and imprints on tbe memory serioUl! and solemn 
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truths; hence Masons, universally adopting this method of 
inculcating the tenets of their Order by typical figures and 
allegorical emblems, prevent their mysteries from descending 
into the familiar reach of inattentive and unprepared novices, 
£rom whom they might not receive due veneration. . 

Our records inform us, that the usages and customs of Ma
sons have ever corresponded with those of the Egyptian phi
losophers, to which they bear a near affinity. Unwilling to 
expose theu- mysteries to vulgar eyes, they concealed their 
particular tenets, and principles of polity, under hieroglyph
ical figures; and expressed their notions of government by 
signs and symbols, 1!hich they communicated to their Magi 
alone, and who were bound by oath not to reveal them. The 
Pythagorean system seems to have been established on a sim
ilar plan, and many orders of a more recent date. Masonry, 
however, is not only the most ancient, but the most moral 
institution that ever subsisted i every character, figure and 
emblem, depicted in a Lodge, has a moral tendency, and incul
cates the practice of virtue. 

It must not be supposed tbat all the ancient emblems aud Iymboll 
of Masoury are given in this or any othfr Manual. Many han fallen into 
disuse i some are too closely allied to the esaential secrets of Masonry 

19 be published with impunity i some are too elaborate for a mere Hand
book like this. 

THE BADGE 01' A MASON. 

Every candidate, at his initiation, is presented with a lamb
skin or white leather apron. 

By the Old Regulations, No. VII., "Every Brother at his making i8 
decently to clothe the Lodge, that is, all the Brfthren present." By 
this was meant the presentation of white gloves and aprons. Bnt the 
Ulage with us has become obsolete. 
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4 

The Lamb has in all ages 
been decmcd an emblem of 
1·nn(}CClIce; he, therefore, who 
wears the lamb -skin as a 
badge of Masonry, is thereby 
continually reminded of that 
purity of life and conduct, 

which is essentially neces
Sary to his gaining admission into the Celestial Lodge above, 
where the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides. 

THE THIRD SECTION. 

The third section explains tbe naturc and principles of our 
constitution, and teaches us to discharge with propriety the 
duties of our respective stations. Here, too, we receive in
struction relative to the form, support., coveri"g, furniture, 
ornaments, b"ghtll and jewel$ of a Lodge, how it should be situ
ated, and to whom dedicated. A proper attention is also paid 
to our ancient and venerable patrons. 
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From east to West, Freemasonry extends, and between the 
north and south, in every clime and nation, are Masons to be 
found. 

Modern investigations prove this assertion to be well founded. 
Every civilized land has its Lodges j every nation posseuing the spark 
of liberty and religion, its trestle-board of Masonic secrets. 

1 ; 

I 
I ' 
: i 
I 

Our institution is said to be 8upported by Wudom, Strengt" 
and Beauty; because it is nece8sary that there should be wis
dom to contrive, 8frength to 8upport, and beauty to adorn all 
great and important undertakings. Its dimen8ions are un
limited, and its covering no les8 than the canopy of heaven. 
To thi(object the ~lason'8 mind is continually directed, and 
thither he hopcs at last to arrive, by the aid of the theological 
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ladder, whicD Jacob in his vision saw ascending from earth to 
heaven j the three pr1ndpal round. of which are denominated 
Faith, Hope and Charit!J; and which admonish us to have 
faith in God, hope in immortality, and charity to ail mankind. 

Every well governed Lodge is furnia"Md 
with the Hol!J Bibl~, the Square, and the 
C.ompa .. ; the Bible points out the path 
that leads to happiness and is dedicated to 
God; the &piare teaches us to regulate our 
conduct by the principles of morality and 

virtue, and is dedicated to the Ma.ter; the Compa.. teaches 
us to limit our desires in every station, and is dedicated to the 
Oraft. 

The Bible is dedicated to the service of God, because it is 
the inestimable gift of God to man j the Square to the Mas
ter, because, being the proper Masonic emblem of his office, it 
is constantly to remind him of the duty ~e owes to the Lodge 
over which he is appointed to preside j and the Compass to 
the Craft, because by a due attention to its use, they are 
taught to regulate their desires, and keep their passions within 
due bounds. 

The ornamental parts of a Lodge, displayed in this section, 
are, the MOlaic pavement, the Indented teutl, and the Blazing 
.tar. The Mosaic pave11lent is a representation of the ground 
tloor of king Solomon's temple; the Indented t('sul, that 
beautiful tesselated border, or skirting, which surrounded it; 
and the Blaring .tar, i~ the center, is commemorative of the 
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star which appeared, to guide the wise men ot the east to the 
place of our Savior's nativity. The Mosaic pavement ii em
blematic of human life, -checkered with good and evil i the 
Beautiful border which urrounds it, those blessings a d com
forts which surround us, and which we hope to obtain by a 
faithful relilhlce on Divine Providence, which is hieroglyphi
cally represent<.:d by the Blazing .tar in the center. 

The Movable and Immovable jewels also claim our atten-
tion in this section. . 

By the general usage the square, level and plumb are styled the 
immotIabk jewels, and this is in accordance with Webb's private instruc
tions. 
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The Rough. a.h.lar i8 a 8tone 88 taken 
from the quarry in its rude and natural 
8tate. 

by the hands of the workman to be adjusted ' . ., 
The Perfect aahlar is a stone made ready ,.- -'- .... 

by the tools of the Fellow-craft. ...I ... " ... ' ...u.. _____ ,' _' J .... I 
The TreStle-board is [for the master workman to draw his 

design8 upon. 

By the Rough. aahlar, we are reminded of our rude and 
imperfect state by nature; by the Perfect aah.lar, that state of 
perfection at which we hope to arrive, by a virtuou8 education, 
our own endeavors, and the bles8ing of God; and by the 
1hItle-boat'd, we are reminded, that as the operative workman 
erects his temporal building agreeably to the rules and designs 
laid down by the master on his trestle-board, 80 should we, 
both operative and speculative, endeavor to erect our spiritual 
building agreeahly to the rules and designs laid down by the 
Supreme Architect of the Universe, in the book of life, which 
is our 8piritual trestle-board. 

w If--------; E 

By • recurrence to the chapter upon t,he dedication of 
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Lodges, it nill be perceived, that although our ancient breth-
ren dedicated their J.odges to king Solomon, yet :Masons pro
fessing Christianity dedicate theirs to St. John the Baptist, 
and St. John the Evangelist, who were eminent patrons of 
Masonry; and since their time there is represented in every 
regular and well governed Lodge, a cer
tain Point within a Circle j the Point rep
resenting an individual brother, the Circle 
representing the boundary line of his duty 
to God and man, beyond which he is never 
to suffer his passions, prejudices or intercsts 
to betray him on any occasion. This Circle 
is em bordered by two perpendicular par
allcl lines, representing St. John the Bllp
tist and St. Jolin the Evangelist; who were 
perfect parallels, in Christianity as well as 
Masonry; and upon the vertex rcste the book of Holy Scrip
tures, which point out the whole duty of man. In going 
round this circle, we necessarily touch upon these two lines, 
as well 88 upon the Holy Scriptures; and while a lflason 
keeps himself thus circumscribed, it is impossible that he 
should materially err. 

Thill section, though the last in rank, is not the least 
considerable in importance. It strengthens those which 
precede, and enforces, in the most engaging manner, t due 
regard to character and behavior, in public as well as in pri
vate life; in the Lodge, 88 well 88 in the general commerce of 
society. 

It forcibly inculcates the most instructive lessons. Broth-
nly ~(1f1e, Relv/. and 'Pnlth, are themes on which we here , 
expatIAte. 

• 
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OF BROTHERLY LOVE. 

By the exercise of brotherly 
love, we are taught to regar 1 
the whole human species as 
one family, t~ high and low, 
the rich and poor; who, as 
created by one Almighty Pa
rent, and inhabitants of the 
same planet, are to aid, sup

port and protect each other. On this principle, 1IIasonry 
unites men of every country, sect, and opinion, and concili
ates true friendship among those who might otherwise have 
remained at a perpetual distance. 

OF RELIEF. 

To relieve the distressed, 
is a duty incumbent on all 
men; but particularly on 
Masons, who arc linked to
gether by an indissoluble 
chain of sincere affection. 
To soothe the unhappy, to 
sympathize with their mis
fortunes, to compassionate 
their miseries, and to re

store peace to their troubled minds, is the grand aim we have 
in view. On this basis we form our friendships, and establish 
our connections. 

OF TRUTH. 

Truth is a divine attri
bute, and the foundation 
of every virtue. To be 
good and true, is the first 
lesson we are taugln. in 
Ma!!onry. On t.hif! theme 
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we contemplate, and by its dictates endeavor to regnlate our 
conduct. Hence, while influenced by this principle, hypocrisy 
and deceit are unknown among us, sincerity and plain deal
ing distinguish us, and the heart and tongue join in pro
moting each other's welfare, and rej~icing in each other's 
prosperity. 

To this illustration succeeds an explanation of the four 
cardinal virtues-temperance,/ortitude, prudence alld ju'tiC8. 

This order of arranging the cardinal virtues while it is the oldest 
in Masonic use, is also the most convenient. They are found, howel'el', 
in the Apocryphal Books of the vtiadom of Solomon, CII. 8, V. 7, in the 
order of Temperance, Prudence, Justice and Fortitude. 

OF TEMPERANCE. 

Temperance is that duc restraint upon our affections and 
passions, which rllnders t.hc body mme anu governable, and 
frecs the minu from the allurements of' vice. This virtue 
should be the const~nt practice of every Mason, as lie is thereby • 
tau~t to avoid excess, or contracting any licentious or vici-
OUII habit, the indulgence of which might lead him to disclose 

6 
• 
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some of those valuable secrets. which he has promised to con
ceal and never reveal, aDd which would consequently subject 
him to the contempt and detestation of all good Masons. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
It will be seen that there is no injunction that would authorize the 

votaries of M&l1Onry to make it a total abllmence TemptlrlJtlee Society, &8 

some have attempted to do. 

OF FORTITUDE. 

Fortitude is that noble and steady purpose of the mind, 
whereby we are enabled. to undergo any pain, peril or dauger, 
when prudentially deemed expedient. This virtue is equally 
distant from rashness and cowardice j and, like the former, 
should be deeply impressed upon the mind of every Mason, 
as a safeguard or security against any illegal attack that may 
be made, by force or otherwise, to extort from h1m an)' of 
those secrets with which he has been so solemnly entrusted: 
and which was emblematically repres~nted upon his first ad-
mission into the Lodge. ' 

* '* * * * * * * * * 
OF PRUDENCE. 

Prudence teaches us to regulate our lives and actions agree
ably to the dictates of reason, and is t,hat habit by which we 
wisely judge, and prudentially determine, on all things rela
tive to our present, as well as to our future happiness. This 
virtue should be the peculiar characteristic of every Mason, 
not only for the government of his conduct while in the 
Lodge, but also when abroad in the world: it should be par
ticularly attended to in all strange and mixed companies, 
never to let fall the least sign, token or word, whereby the 
secrets of Masonry might be unlawfully obtained. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
OF JUSTICE. 

• Justice is that standard, or boundary, of right, which enables 
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us to render to every man his just due, without distinction. 
Thill virtue is not only consistent with Divine and human 
laws, but is the very cement and support of ci vii society; and, 
&8 justice in a great measure constitutes the real good man, 
80 I!hould it be the invariable practice of every ~lason never 
to deviate from the minutest principles thereof. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
The illustration of these virtues is accompanied with some 

general observations peculiar to ~Iasons. 

The illustration or J1a~onic &rvice, viz. : freedom, fervency and zeal 
was a part or Webb's system or lectures. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Such is the arrangt'ment of the different sections in the first 

lecture, which, with the forms adopted at the opening and 
closing of a Lodge, comprehends the whole of the first degree 
of ~Iasonry, This plan has the advantage of re~ularity to 
recommend it, the support of precedent and authority, and 
the sanction and respect which flow from antiquity, The 
whole is a regular system of morality, conceived in a strain 
of interesting allegory, which must unfold its beauties to the 
candid and industrious inquirer. 

For closing Odes in this .Degree see the Appendix, 

Ciutrgt at Initiation into tlte Fir" Dtgru. 

BllOTHER,-As you are now introduced into the first prin
ciples of ~Iasonry, I congratulate you on being accepted into 
this ancient and honorable Order; ancient, as having subsisted 
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from time immemorial j and honorable, as tending, in every 
particular, so to render all men who will be conformable to 
its precepts. No institution was ever raised on a better prin
ciple, or more solid foundation j nor were ever more excellent 
rules and useful maxims laid down, than are inculcated in the 
several Masonic lectures. The greatest and best of men in 
all ages have been encouragers and promoters of the art, and 
havo never deemed it derogatory from their dignity to level 
themselves with the fraternity, extend their privileges, and 
patronize their assemblies. 

There are three great duties, which, as a Mason, you are 
charged to inculcate-to God; your neighbor, and yourself. 
To God, in never mentioning his name, but with that rever
ential awe which is due from a creature to his Creator j to im
plore his aid in all your laudable undertakings, and to esteem 
him as the chief good: to your neighbor, iii acting upon the 
square, and doing unto him as you wish he should do unto 
you: and to yourself, in avoiding all irregularity and intem
perance, which may impair your faculties, or debase the dig
nity of your profession. A zealous attachment to these duties 
will insure public and private esteem. 

In the State, you are to be a quiet and peaceful subject, true 
to your government, and just to your country j you are not 
to countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but patiently submit 
to legal authority, and conform with cheerful neBS to the gov
ernment of the country in which you live. 

In your outward demeanor be particularly careful to avoid 
censure or reproach. Let not interest, favor, or prejudice, 
bias your integrity, or influence you to be guilty of a dishon
orable action. Although your freqlfent appearance at our 
regular meetings is earnestly solicited, yet it is not meant that 
Masonry should interfere with your necessary vocations j for 
these are on no account to be neglected: neither are you to 
suffer your zeal for the institution to lead you into !,rgument 
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with those who, through ignorance, may ridicule it. At your 
leisure hours, that you may improve in Masonic knowledge, 
you are to converse with well informed brethren, who will 
be always as ready to give, a8 you will be ready to receive 
instruction. 

Finally; keep sacred and inviolable the mysteries of the 
Order, as these are to distinguish you from the rest of the 
community, and mark your consequence among Matona. If, 
in the circle of your acquaintance, you find a person desirous 
of being initiated into Masonry, be particularly attentive not 
to recommend him, unless you are convinced he will conform 
to our rules j that the honor, glory, and replltation. of the 
institution may be firmly established, and the world at large 
convinced of ita good effects. 

As the materials for the increase of the Lodge are examined and 
passed upon in the JlfUm', Lodge only, this injunction oan only be pros
pectinly neceBllllry here. The rules of examining materiali, however, 
are entirely exoteric, and may be understood aa readily by an Entered ' 
Apprentice as a Master Mason. See the Aracimt CluJrgu, Chapters Ill. 
and IV. 

In the first edition, or that of 1797, this Charge at Initiation contains 
various injunctions subsequently omitted. A few of theae are deemed 
worthy of introduction here. "Above all, practice benevolence and 
charity, for by these virtues Masons have been distinguisht'd in enry 
age and country. The inconoeiuble pleasure of contribuHng toward 
the relief of our fellow-ereatures, is truly experienced by persons of .. 
humane disposition, who are naturally excited by sympathy to extend 
their aid in alleviation of the miseries of others. This encourages the 
generous Mason to distribute bis bounty with cheerfulness. Supposing 
himself in the situation or an unbappy suft'erer, he listens to his com
plaints with attention, bewails his misfortunes, and speedily relieves his 
distress." . 

"The next object of your attention is our excellent Constitutions. 
These contain the history of Masonry, from the earliest periods, and the 
laws and charges by whi~h the brethren have been long governed." 
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CHAPTER IX. 

REMARKS ON THE SECOND DEGREE. 

Masonry is a progressive science, and is divided into dif. 
ferent classes or degrees, for the more regular advancement in 
the knowledge of its mysteries. According to the progress 
we make, we limit or extend our inquiries i and in proportion 
to our capacity, we attain to a less or greater degree of per
fection. 

No person on My consideration or nnder any emergency should be 
allowed to advance from the Checkered Pavement to the Middle Chamber 
until he is proficient in the ceremony and lecture of the degree he has 
taken. A fair- proficiency consists in memorizing the first two Section! 
of the Lecture, but a tAorollgA proficiency in committing the three Sec
tion. to memory, learuiDg to open and close the Lodge 'Dd confer the 
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degree of Entered Apprentice. Were thie required, our Lodges would 
lloon abound in well-informed Craftsmen fit for the Master's use 

By general usage an interval of one month or more, is required be
tween the first and second degrees. 

l\Iasonry includes within its circle almost every branch of 
polite learning. Cnder the veil of its mysteries is compre
hended a regular system of science. l\Iany of its illll..trations, 
to the confined genius, may appear unimportant; bunhe man 
of more enlargcd faculties will perceive them to be', in the 
highest degree. useful and interesting. To please the accom
plished scholar, and ingenious artist, Masonry is wisely plan
ned; and, in the investigation of its latent doctrines, the 
philosopher and mathematician may experience equal delight 
and satisfaction. 

To exhaust. the variofls subjects of which it treats, would 
transcend the powers of the brightest genius; still, however, 
nearer approaches to perfection may be made, and the man 
of wisdom will not check the progress of his abilities, thongh 
the task he attempts may at first seem insurmountable. Per
severance and application remove each difficulty as it occurs; 
every step he advances, new pleasures open to his view, and 
instruction of the nobltlst kind attends his researches. In the 
diligent pursuit of knowledge, the intellectual faculties are 
employed in promoting the glory of God, and the good of 
man. 

The first degree is well calculated to enforce the duties of 
fTWTalit!/, and imprint on the memory the noblest principles 
which can adorn the human mind. It is, therefore, the best 
introduction to the second degree, which not only extends the 
same plan, but comprehends a more diffusive system of knowl
edge. 

A convenient fonnula for this is thus given: in the Firlt Degree we 
are taqht Morality, in the Secrnul Science, in the Third Religion. The 
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instruction to the E:ltered Apprentice is directed to the Mart; to the 
Fellow-craft to the intelUct; to the ?tlaster Mason to the .oul. 

Here practice and theory join, in qualifying the industrious 
l\Iason to share the pleasures which an advancement in the art 
mUfit necessarily afford. Listening with attention to the wise 
opinion of experience' Craftsmen on important subjects, he 
gradual" familiarizes his mind to useful instruction, and is 
soon enabled to investigate truths of the utmost concern in 
the general transactions of life. 

From this system proceeds a rational amusement; while the 
mental powers ar.e fully employed, the judgment is properly 
exercised. A spirit of emulation prevails; and all are induced 
to vie who shall most excel in promoting the valuable rules of 
the institution. 

Appropriate Odes for opening the Lodge of Fellow-crafl.s are given 
in the Appendix. 

THE FIRST SECTION. 

The first section of the second degree accurately elucidates 
the mode of introduction into that particular class; and in
structs the diligent Craftsman how to proceed in the proper 
arrangement of the ceremonies used on t.he occasion. It 
qualifies him to judge of their importance, and convinces him 
of the necessity of strictly adhering to ~very established usage 
of the Order. Here he is entrusted with particular tests, to 
enable him to prove his title to the privileges of this degree, 
while satisfactory reasons are given for their origin. Many 
duties, which cement in the firmest union well informed breth
ren, are illustrated in this section; and an opportunity is 
given to make such advances in l\Iasonry, as will-always dis
tinguish the abilities of those who have arrived at preferment. 
The knowledge of this lIection is absolutely nl'cessary for all 
Craftsmen; and all it recapitulates the ceremony of initiation, 
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and contains many other important particulars, no officer or 
member of a Lodge should be unacquainted with it. 

The PLUMB, SQUARE, and LEVEL, those Doble and useful 
implements of a Fellow-craft; are here introduced and mor
alized, and serve as a constant admonition to the practice of 
virtue aDd morality. 

The Plumb is an instrument made use of by operatire ma
BOns, to raise perpendiculars, the Square, to square their work, 
and the ~l, to lay horizontals; but we, as Free and Accented 
Masons, are taught to make use of them for more noble and 
glorious purposes: the Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly 
in our several stations before God and man, squaring our 
actions by the Square of virtue, and remembering that we are 
traveling upon the Level of time, to "that undiscovered 
country, from whose bourne no traveler returns." 

See the Appendix for Ode, " TIM Emblem8 oj tile Orajt," in which a 
practical application of th~ae emblems is made. 

THE SECOND SECTION. 

The second section of this degree has recourse to the ori
gin of the institution, and views Masonry under two denomi
nations, operative and 'P,-cuiative. These are separately 
considered, and the principles on which both are founded, 
particularly explained. Their affinity is pointed out by alle
gorical figures, and typical representations. The period stip
ulated for rewarding merit is fixed, and the inimitable moral 
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to which that circumstance alludes is explained. The crea
tion of the world is described, and many particulars recited, 
all of which have becn carefully preservcd among !Iasons, 
and transmitted from one age to another, by oral tradition. 

Circumstances of great importance to the fraternity are here 
particularized, and many traditional tenets and customs con
firmed by lIaered and profane record. The celestial and ter
restrial globes are considered; and here the accomplished 
gentleman may display his talents to advantage in the eluci
dation of the Order. of Arcllitecture, the &m.l" of human 
nature, and the liberal Art. and Science., which are severally 
(·lassed in a regular arrangement.. In short, this section eon
tains • store of' valuable knowledge, founded on reason and 
1I:lered record, both entertaining and instructive. 

It is not desirable, in this portion of the MallOnic Lecture, that any 
set forms of words should be employed. The Brother whose duty it is 
to moralize upon the Winding Stairway, is upCcted to draw upon his 
intellectual resources to their fullest extent. Large accessions to this 
pnrt of MaIIOnry may be derived from" The Historical Landmarks of 
?Iasonry" (U. M. L. \'01. XI. and XII.). 

l\lasonry is considered under two denominations; Opl"'u
t 't'e and S~r."l(l'ir('.. 

OPERATIVE MASONRY. 

By Operative Masonry we allude to a proper application of 
the useful rules of architecture, whence a structure will derive 
figure, strength and beanty, and whence will result a due pro
portion, and a just correspondence in all its parts. It fur
nishes us with dwellings, and convenient shelter from the 
vicissitudes and inclemencies of seasons; and while it displays 
tbe effects of human wisdom, as well in the choice, as in the 
arrangement, of the sundry materials of which an edifice is 
composed, it demonstrates that a fnnd of scienee and induII-
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is in man the> hest, most f3f3lutary and henef-
icent purposes. 

BI'ECUL'hTIVB MABmtRY. 

By ~g)eculrgt;ve Mas01I:nf, we hearn suhhue 
upBn the 13quage, keep a tongue of goof report, maintain 

secresy, and practice charity. It is 130 fBg inten130VeB with 
as lay ueP:}r to pay that rational 

homage to the Deityg which at once constitutes our duth and 
GBr H 19'ads the tGview with ngver
ence. and admiration the glorious works of the creation, and 

him with mm:!, exali:,;d idgg}s of the of 
his Divine Creator. 

In dah} God ggreakd thG heaGGns the earthg and 
rested upon the seventh day j the seventh, therefore, our 
eGcie%%t hreth:regn gggmSec}Gted aB dah Gf rost fron their 
thereby enjoying frequent opportunities to contemplate the 

wOBhs of the aggd to GdorG their hreaR; 
Creator. 

ThG hoctrink' of tEge indgggded In thG sciemge of 
astronomy, and particularly considered in this section. 

OF THE GLOBES. 

Thgg gire arHhcial ggplleried bGdies 0%1 the convex 
surface of which are represented the countries, Sells, and vari, 
ous of the tho facgg Gf tho heaz'ggkgS, ploootary 
revolutions, and other particulars. 

Thn with the the ggorth delirggk%ted itgt 
surface, is called the terresln:al globe; and that with the con-

otdogt heggot'n1d the g"[:{alia? globe, 

THE USE OF THE GLOBES, 

Their principal use, beside serving as maps to distinguish 
thn oU±'aard horts of the oorth, ond tho sitootion of tho fixed 
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stars, is to illustrate and explain the phenomena arising from 
the annual revolution, and the diurnal rotation, of the earth 
round it.'! own uxill. They are the noble8t instruments for 

'I 
,I 

improving the mind, and glVlng it the most distinct idea of 
any problem or proposition, as well as enabling it to solve the 
same. Contemplating these bodies, we are inspired with a due 
reverence for the Deity and his works, nnd are induced to 
encourage the studies of astronomy, geography, navigation, 
and the arts dependent on them, by which society has been 
so much benefited. 

The orders of architecture eome under consideration in this 
section j a brief de8cription of them may therefore not be 
improper. 
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OF ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE. 

By order in architecture, is mcant a system of all the mem
bers, proportions and ornaments of columns and pilasters j 
or, it is a regular arrangement of the projecting parts of a 
building, which, united with those ofa column, form a beauti
ful, perfect and complete whole. 

OF ITS ANTIQUITY. 

From the first formation of society, order in architecture 
may be traced. When the rigor· of seasons obliged men to 
contrive shelter from the inclemency of the weather, we learn 
that they first planted trees on end, and then laid others 
across, to support a covering. The bands which connected 
those tree at the top and bottom, are said to have given rise 
to the idea of the base and capital of pillars; and from this 
simple hint originally proceeded the more improved art of 
architecture. 

The five orders are thus classed: the Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, 
Corinthian, and Composite. 
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THII TUSCAN. 

It is the most simple and solid of the five orders. It was 
invented in Tuscany, whence it derived ita name. Ita col
umn is seven diameters high j and ita capital, base and entab
lature have but few moldings. The simplicity of the con
struction of this column renders it eligible where ornament 
would be superfluous. 

THE DORIC, 

Which is plain and natural, is the most ancient, and was 
invented by the Greeks. Its column is eight diameters high, 
and has seldom any ornamenta on base or capital, except 
moldings j though the frieze is distinguished by triglyphs and 
metopes, and triglyphs compose the ornaments of the frieze. 
The solid composition of this order givcs it a preference in 
structures where strength and a noble simplicity are chie8.y 
required. 

The Doric is the best proportioned of all the orders. Tho 
several parta of which it is composed are founded on the 
natural position of solid bodies. In its first invention it was 
more simple than in ita present state. In after times, when it 
began to be adorned, it gained the name of Doric j for when 
it was constructed in its primitive and simple form, the name 
of Tuscan was conferred on it. Hence the Tuscan precedes 
the Doric in rank, on account of ita resemblance to tb3t pillar 
in its original state. 

THE IONIC 

Bears a kind of mean proportion between the more solid 
and delicate orders. Its column is nine diameters high j its ~ 

capital is adorned with volutes, aud its cornice h38 dentals. 
There is both delicacy and ingenuity displayed in this pillar j 
the invention of which is attributed to the Ionians, III the 
famous temple of Diana at Ephesus was of this order. It is 
said to have been formed after tile model of an agr..:l~.l~)lc 
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youug woman, of an elegaut shape, dressed in her hair j as a 
oontrast to the Doric order, which was formed after that of a 
strong, robust man. 

THE CORINTHIAN, 
The riohest of the five orders, is deemed a masterpiece of 

art. Its column is ten diameters high, and its capital is 
adorned with two rows of leaves, and eight volutes, which 
sustains the abacus. The frieze is ornamented with curious 
devices, the cornice with dentals and modillions. This order 
is used in stately and superb structures. 

OF THE INVENTION OF THIS ORDER. 
It was invented at Corinth, by Callimachus, who is said to 

have taken the hint of the capital of this pillar from the fol
lowing remarkable circumstances. Accidentally passing by 
the tomb of a young lady, he perceived a basket of toys, cov
ered with a tile, placed over an acanthus root, having been 
left there by her nurse. As the branches grew up, they en
compassed the basket, till, arriving at t.he tile, they met with 
an obstruction, and bent downward. CalIimachus, struck 
with the object, set about imitating the figure; the vase of the 
capital he made to represent the basket j the abacus the tile j 
and the volutes the bending leaves. 

THE COMPOSITE 
Is compounded of the other orders, and was contrived by 

the Romnns. Its capital bas the two rows of leaves of the 
Corinthian, and the volutes of the Iouic. Its column has 
the quarter-round as the Tuscan and Doric order, is ten 
diameters high, and its cornice hns dentals, or simple modil
lions. This pillar is generally found in buildings where 
strength, elegance and beauty are displayed. 

OF THE INVENTION OF ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE. 

The ancient and original orders of architecture, revered by 
Masons, are no more than three, the DORIO, IONIC, and Coa.. 
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INTHIAN, which were' invented by the Greeks. To these the 
Romantl have added two: the Tuscan, which they made plainer 
than the Doric; and the Composite, which was more orna
mental, if not more beautiful, than the Corinthian. The first 
three orders alone, however, shew invention and particular 
character, and el!sentially differ from each other: the two others 
having nothing but what is borrowed, and differ only acci
dentally: the Tuscan is the Doric in its earliest state; and the 
Composite is the Corinthian enriched with the Ionic. To the 
Greeks, therefore, and not to the Romans, we are indebted for 
what is great, judicious and distinct in architecture. 

OF THE FIVE SENSES OF HUMAN NATURE. 

An analysis of the human faculties is next given in this 
section, in which the five external senses particularly claim 
attention: these are, hearing, seeing, feeling, smelling and 
tasting. 

HEARING 

Is that sense by which we distinguish sounds, and are 
capable of enjoying all the agreeable charms of music. By 
it we are enabled to enjoy the pleasures of society, and reci
procally to communicate to each other our thoughts and 
intentions, our purposes and desires; while thus our reason is 
capable of exerting its utmost power and energy. 

The wise and beneficent Author of Nature intended, by 
the formation of this sense, that we should be social creatures, 
and receive the greatest and most important part of our knowl
edge by the information of others. For these purposes we 
are endowed with hearing, that, by a proper exertion of our 
natural powers, our happiness may be complete. 

SEEING 

Is that sense by which we distinguish objects, and in an 
instant of time, without change of place or situation, view 
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armies in battle array, figures of the moat stately structures, 
and all the agreeable variety displayed in the landscape of 
nature. By this sense we find our way in the pathless ocean, 
traverse the globe of earth, determine its figure ani dimen
sions, and delineate any region or quarter of it.. By it we 
measnre the planetary orbs, and make new discoveries in the 
sphere of the fixed stars. Nay, more: by it we perceive the 
tempers and dispositions, thc passions and affections, of our 
fellow crcatures, when they wish most to conceal them i so tha~ 
though the tongue may be taught to lie and dissemble, the 
countenance would display hypocrisy to thc discerning eye. 
In fine, the rays of light which administer to this I!ense, are 
the most astonishing parts of the animated creation, and 
render tho eye a pcculiar object of admiration. 

Of all the faculties, sight is the noblest. The structure of 
the eye, and its appurtenances, evinces the admirable contri
vance of nature for performing all its various external and 
internal motions; while thc variety displayed in the eyes of 
different animals, suited to their several ways of life, clearly 
demonstrates this organ to be the masterpiece of nature's work. 

FEEI.lNG 

Is that sense by which we distinguish the different qualities 
of bodies i such as heat and cold, hardness and soft.ness, rough
ness and smoothness, figure, solidity, motion, and extension. 

These three sene:es, HEARING, SEEING, and FEELING, are 
deemed peculiarly essential among Masons. 

* * * * * * 
SMELLING 

Is that sense by which we distinguish odors, the various 
kinds of which conyey different impressions to the mind. 
Animal and vegetable bodics, and indeed most other bodies, 
while exposed to the air, continually scnd forth emuvia of vast 
subtilty, as well in the state of life and growth, as in the 
state of fermentation and putrefaction.. These emuvia, being 
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drawn into the nostrils along with the air, are the meanl! by 
which all bodies are smelled. Hence it is evident, that there 
is a manifest appearancc of design in the great Creator's hav
ing planted the organ of smell in the inside of that canal, 

which the air passes in respiratimL 

K:ables us to mahA Pistinction in thA: 
food. The organ guards the entrzmZAfA 

alimentary canal, as that of smelling guards the entrance of 
the canal for respiration. From the situation of both these 
organs, it is plain that they were intended by nature to dis
tinguish wholesome food from that which is nauseous. E\'cry 
tbing that enters into the stomach must undergo tbe scrutiny 
of tasting j and by it we are capable of discerning thc chanpes 

the same bodp the different I'n,,,r,mnAm 

LAt, cookery, chemisAzp, 
Pmelling and 
tPe unnatural kiAfzl 

these senses are 
offices. 

etc. 
connected, 

commonly lead 
Pt to perform thniZ' 

On the mind all our knowledge must depend j what, there
fore, can be a more proper subject for the investigation of 
l\lasons? By anatomical dissection and observation, we be
come acquainted with the body j but it is by the anatomy of 

mind alone we p0'200rs and principlez, 
sum up the whLlz AZLZAscendent measuz'o 

to man, we memory, imaginzzkizn, 
mAmzz :Ding, moral ZAH the active po,nnz'8 

present a vast field for philosOzl,Phz:zl 
quisition, which far exceeP human inquiry, and are pcculiar 
mysteries, known only to nature, and to naturc's God, to whom 
we and all are indebted for creation, preservation, and every 
blessing we enjoy. 
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OF THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENOES. 

The seven liberal ARTS and SCIENCES are next illustrated 
in this section: it may not, therefore, be improper to insert 
here a short explanation of them. 

The full explanation, lI'ith their Masonic applications, are conveyed 
in the lectures of the enlightened Master, lI'hose mind is stored with 
knoll'ledge, and whose experience has shown him the readiest method of 
directing it. 

OILUlJlAR. 

Grammar teaches the proper arrangement of words, accord
ing to the idiom 01' dialect of any particular people; and that 
excellency of pronunciation, which enables us to speak or 
write a language with accuracy, agreeably to reason and cor
reot usage. 

RHETORIO. 

Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously and fluently on any 
subject, not merely with propriety alone, but with all the 
advantages of force and elegance; wisely contriving to capti
vate the hearer by strength of argument and beauty of ex
pression, whether it be to entreat and exhort, to admonish or 
applaud. 

LOGIO. 

Logic teaches us to guide our reason discretionally in the 
general knowledge of things, and directs our inquiries after 
truth. It consists of a regular train of argument, whence we 
infer, deduce, and conclude, according to certain premises laid 
down, admitted, or granted; and in it are employed the facul
ties of conceiving, judging, reasoning, and disposing; all of 
which are naturally led on from one gradation to another, till 
the point in question is finally determined. 

ARITHJlETIO. 

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties of numbers, 
which is variously effected, by letters, tables, figures and 
instru~ents. By this art, reasons and demonstrations are 
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given, for. finding out any certain number, whose relation or 
affinity to another is already known or discovered. 

GEOMETRY. 

Geometry treats of the powers and properties of magnitudes 
in gencral, where length, breadth, and thickness, are con
sidered, from a point to a line, from a line to a .uperfo:ia, and 
from a superficies to a solid. 

A point is a dimeDilionless figure; or an indivisible part of 
space. 

A line is a point continued, and a figure of one capacity, 
namely, length. 

A BUperficia is a figure of two dimensions, namely, length 
and breadth. 

A 801id is a figure of three dimensions, namely, length, 
breadth, and thicknell. 

OF THE ADV ANTAGE8 OF GEOMETRY. 

By this science, the architect is enabled to construct his 
plans, and execute his designs; the general to arrange his 
!!oldiers; the engineer to mark out ground for encamp
ments j the geographer to give us the dimensions of the 
world, and all things therein contained, to delineate the 
extent of seas, and specify the divisions of empires, kingdoms 
and provinces. By it, also, the astronomer is enabled to 
make his observations, and to fix the duration of times and 
seasons, years and cycles. In fine, geometry is the foundation 
of archit~cture, and the root of the mathematics. 

MU8IO. 

Music teaches the art of forming concords, so as to com
pose delightful harmony, by a mathematical and proportional 
arrangement of acute, grave and mixed sounds. This art, by 
a series of experiments, is reduced to a demonstrative science, 
with respect to tones, and the intervals of sound. It inquires 
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into the nature of concords and discords, and enables us to 
fiud out the proportion bctween them by numbers. 

ASTRON01IY. 

Astronomy is that divine art, by which we are taught to 
read the wisdom, strength and beauty of the Almighty Cre
ator, in those sacred pages, the celestial hemisphere. Assisted 
by astronomy, we can obse,,-e the motions, measure the dis
tances, comprehend the magnitudes, and calculate the periods 
lind eclipses, of the hea,enly bodies. By it we learn the use 
of the globes, the system 01' the world, aud the preliminary 
law of nature. While we are employed in the study of this 
soience, we must perceh-e unparalleled installees of wisdom 
and gomlnells, nnd, through the whole creation, trace thc 
glorious Author by his works. 

* * * * 
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01' THE MORAL ADVANTAGES OF GEOMETRY. 

From this theme we prccccd to illustrate the mornl advan
tages of Geometry; a subject on which the following observa
tions may not be un "Icceptu hIe : ' 
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Geometry, the first and noblest of sciences, is the basis on 
which the superstructure of l\Iasonry is erected. By geome
try, we may curiously trace nature, through her various wind
ings, to her most concealed recesses. By it, we discover the 
power, the wisdom, and the goodness of the Grand Artificer 
of the Universe, and view with delight the proportions which 
connect this vast machine. By itwe discover how the planets 
move in their different orbits, and demonstrate their various 
revolutioDs. By it we account for the return of seasons, and 
the variety of scenes which each season displays to the dis
cerning eye. Numberless worlds are around ns, all framed 
by t.he same Divine artist, which roll through the vast ex
panse, and are all conducted by the lIame unerring law of 
nature. 

A survey of nature, and the observations of her beautiful 
proportions, first determined man to imitate the Divine plan, 
and study symmetry and order. This gave rise to societies, 
and birth to every useful art. The architect began to design, 
and the plans which be laid down, being improved by expe
rience and time, have produced works wbich are the admira
tion of every age. 

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance, and the 
devastations of war, have laid waste and destroyed many val
uable monuments of antiquity, on which the utmost exertions 
of human genius have bcen employed. Even the Temple of 
Solomon, so spacious and magnificent, and constructed by so 
many celebrated artista, escaped not the unsparing ravages of 
barbarous force. Freemasonry, notwit,hstanding, has still 
survived. The attentive ear receives the sound from the i".,ruc
tive WIl9Ke, and the mysteries of Masonry are safely lodged in 
the repository of fuitliful brefUiB. Tools and implements of 
architecture are selected by the fraternity, to imprint on the 
memory wise and serious truths; and thus, through a suc-
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cession of ages, are transmitted unimpaired the excellent 
tenets of our institution. 

* * * * * * Thus end the two sections of the second lecture, which, 
with the ceremony used at opening and closing the Lodge, 
comprehend the whole of the second degree of Masonry. 
This lecture contains a regular system of science, demonstra
ted on the clearest principles, and established on the firmest 
foundation. 

For closing Odes Buitable to this Degree, S88 the Appendix. 

CHARGE AT INITIATION INTO THE SECOND DEGREE. 

BROTHER :-Being advanced to the second degree of Ma
.onry, we congratulate you on your preferment. The inter
nal, and not the external qualifications of a man, are what 
Masonry regards. As you increase in knowledge, you will 
improve in social intercourse. 

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the duties which as a 
Mason you are bound to discharge j or enlarge on the neces
sity of a strict adherence to them, as your own experience 
must have established their value. 

Our laws and regulations you are strenuoul'ly to support ; 
and be always ready to assist in seeing them duly executed. 
You are not to palliate, or aggravate, the offenses of your 
brethren j but, in the decision of every trespass against our 
rules, you are to judge with candor, admonish with friendship, 
and reprehend with justice. 

The decision of all cases of discipline is left by general usage to 
J[ruteri' Lodges alone. 

The study of the liberal arts, that valuable branch of edu
cation which tends so effectually to polish and adorn the mind, 
is earnestly recommended to your consideration j especially 

8 
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the science of geometry, which is established 88 the basis of 
our art. Geometry, or Masonry, originally synonymous terms, 
being of a divine and moral nature, is enriched with the most 
useful knowledge; while it proves the 1I"0ndelful properties 
of nature, it demonstrates the more important truths of 
morality. 

Your past behavior and regular deportment have merited 
the honor which we have now conferred; and in your new 
character it is expected that you will conform to the princi
ples of the Order, by steadily persevering in the practice of 
every commendable virtue. 

Such is the nature of your engagements 8S a Fellow-craft, 
and to these duties you are bound by the most sacred ties. 

In the first edition, that of 1797, the following injunctions were added: 
" All regular eigns and lummonaes, given and received, you are duly to 
honor and punctually to obey, inasmuch as they consist with our pro
feUt'd principles. Yon are to supply the wants and relieve the necessi
ties of your brethren to the utmost of your power and ability, and on 
DO account are yon to wrong them or to aee them wrouged, but apprise 
them of approaching danger, and view their interests as inseparable 
from your own." 

"In our private assemblies, as a Craftsman, you may oft'er your aenti
mente and opinions on such subjects as are regularly introduCt'd in the 
Ltcture. By this privilege you may impron your intellectual powers, 
qualify yourself to become a useful member of l16Ciety, and like a skill
ful Brother strive to eJ:cel in every thing that is good and great." 
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CHAPTER X. 

REMARKS ON THE THIRD DEGREE. 

From this class the rulers of re2ular bodics of 1\lasons, in 
the first three degrees, are selected j as it is only from those 
who are capable of giving· instruction, that we can properly 
expect to receive it. The lecture of this degree, considered 
P8parately from the duties and ceremonies appertaining to the 
degree of Presiding or Past Master, is divided into th~ee 
sections. 

Por appropriate odes to the opening of t.he Lodge of Master Masons, 
_Appendix. 

No penon shonld be allowed to advance from the Middle Chamber 
to the Holy of Holiea until be is proficient in tbe IlIBt degree. A fair 
proficieDcy consists iD committing the first section of the lecture, but a 
e/uwngla proficiency in committing tbe wbole to memory, learning to 
open aDd close tbe Lodge, and to COD fer tbe degree of Fellow-craft. 

B, general usage an interval of one month or more is required 
between the IIeCOnd and tbird degrees. 

THE FIRST SECTION. 

The ceremony of initiation into the third degree is particu
larly specified in this branch of the lecture, and here many 
other useful instructions are given. 

Snch is the importance of this section, that we may safely 
declare, that the penon who is unacquainted with it, is illy 
qualified to act 8S a ruler or g.vernor of the work. 

1'he following p8ssage of Scripture is introduced during the 
ceremonies : 

BreLDJ .... U •• xu: 1-7. 

"Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come 11ot, nor the yean draw nigh, when 
thou shalt say, I have DO pleasure in them j while the sun, or 
the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the 
clouds return after the rain: in the day when the keepers of 
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the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow them
selves, and the grinders eease because they are few, and those 
that look out of the windows be darkened, and the doors shall 
be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, 
and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the 
daughters of music shall be brought low j also when tMy 
shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the 
way, and the almond tree shall flourisb, and the grasshopper 
shall be a burden, and desire shall fail : because man goeth to 
his long home, and the mourners go about the streets: or ever 
the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the 
pitcher be broken at tbe fountain, or the wheel broken at the 
cistern. Then shall tbe dust return to the earth as it was : 
and the spirit shan return unt{) God who gave it." 

FaIENDSHIP. 

:'~~""~-
.' . ~ , \ , -...... 

"\ \, 
\ 

IIQRA I.ITT. 

~ .. 

BROTHEaLY LOVL 

Digitized by Goog Ie 



SECOND SECTION. 

The workitl1J toola of a Master Mason, whioh are illustrated 
in this section, are all the implements of Muonry indisorim
inately, but more espeoially the trowel. 

The TROWEL is an instrument made 
of by operative masons, t.o spread 

the oement which unites a building 
into one common mass i but we, as Free and Accepted Masons, 
are taught to make use of it for the more noble and glorious 
purpose of spreading the cement of Brotherly lov6 and affeo
tion i that cement which unites us into one sacred band, or 
society of friends and brothers, among whom no contention 
should ever exist, but that noble contention, or rather emula
tion, of who best oan work, or best agree. 

THE SECOND SECTION. 
This section recites the historical traditions of the Order, 

and presents to view a finished picture, of the utmost conse
quence to the fraternity. It exemplifies an instance of virtue, 
fortitude, and integrity, seldom equaled, and never excelled, 
in the history of man. 

PRAYER AT RAISING A BROTHER TO THE 8UBLDlE D:lGUE 011' 

A MASTER MASON. 

Thou, 0 God! knowest our down-sitting and our up-rising, 
and understandest our thoughts afar off. Shield and defend 
us from the evil intentions of our enemies, and support us 
under the trials and amictions we are destined to endure, 
while traveling through this vale of tears. Man that is born 
of a woman, is of few days and full of trouble. He cometh 
forth as a flower, and is out down i he fleeth also as a shadow, 
and oontinueth not. Seeing his days are determined, the 
number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed his 
bounds that he oan not pass i turn from him that he may rest, 
till he shall accomplish his day. For there is hope of a tree, 
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if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender 
branch thereof will not cease. But man dieth and wasteth 
away j yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he? As 
the waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth 
up, so man Heth down, and riseth not up till the heavens 
shan be no more. Yet, 0 Lord! have compassion on the 
children of thy creation, administer them comfort in time of 
trouble, and save them with an everlasting salvation. .Amen. 
So mote it be. 

This prayer i8 an adaptation from the XIV. Chapter of Job. 

The Temple, unfinished, ill an emblem of all mortal felicity, and or 
eTery human acquisition. Perfection i. reserved for the immortal Tem
pleabon. 
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THE THIRD SECTION. 

The third section illustrates certain hieroglyphical emblems, 
and inculcates many useful lessons, to extend knowledge, and 
promote virtue. 

In this branch of the lecture, many particulars relative to 
King Solomon's Temple are considered. 

The construction of this grand edifice was attended with 
two remarkable circumstances. From Josephus we learn, that 
although seven years were occupied in building it, yet during 
the whole term it rained not in the day time, that the workmen 
might not be obstructed in their labor: and from the sacred 
history it appears that there was neither the sound of the ham
mer, nor ax, nor any tool of iron, heard in the house, while 
it was building. 

This famous fabric was supported by fourteen hundred and 
fifty-three columns, and two thousand nine hundred and six 
pilasters; all hewn from the finest Pari an marble. There 
were employed in its building, three Grand Masters i three 
thousand and three hundred masters, or overseers of the 
work; eighty thousand Fc11ow~crafts i and seventy thousand 
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Entered Apprentices, or bearers of burdens. All these were 
classed and arranged in such a: manner by the wisdom of 
Sulomon, that neither en\'y, discord, nor confusion were suf
fered to interrupt that universal pCIlce lind tranquillity, which 
pervaded the world at this important period.* 

3 

... 
THE POT OF INCENSE 

we enjoy. 
THE BEE-HIVE 

Is an emblem' of industry, and recommends the practice 
of that virtue to 1111 created being', from the highest seraph 
in he,n'en, to the lowest rcptilc in the dust. It teachcs Ufl, 

that as wc camc into thc world ration;)1 and intclli.~ent. bcin~s, 

"For 1I.III(.le l'articul""$ reilltivc to this Sacred Edifice. see the Ulljver,al 
JitUrmic Librar!l. volumCil xL. xii.. and otbert. 

9 
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so we should ever be industrious ones; 
•• :. • .". ..- never sitti'ng down contented while our fel-"&-~" Jow-creatures around us are in want, when ~ ..... 
"", • it is in our power to relieve them, without 

,,' inconl'enience to ourselves. 
When we take a survey of nature, we 

view man, in his infancy, more helpless and indigent than 
the brutal creation j he lies languishing for days, months and 
years, totally incapable of providing sustenance for himFelf, 
of guarding against the attack of the wild beasts of the field, 
or sheltering himself from the inclemencies of the weather. 

It might have pleased the great Creator of heaven and 
earth to have made man independent of all other beings j but, 
as dependence is one of the strongest bonds of society, man
kind were made dependent on each other for protection and 
Ilecurity, as they thereby enjoy better opportunities of fulfill
ing the duties of reciprocal lo\'e and friendtohip. Thus was 
man formed for social and active life, the noblest part of the 
work of God j and he t.hat will so demean himself as not to be 
endeavoring to add to the common stock of kaowledgc and 
understanding, may be deemed a drone in the lu't'e of nature, 
a upeless member of soci~ty, and unworthy of our protection 
as Masons. 

THE BOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS, GUARDED BY THE TYLER'S 
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THB SWORD, POINTING TO A~ 'NAKED UE.ART, 

Demonstrates that justice will sooner • 
or later overtake us; and although our ~ 
thoughts, words, anq actions, may be 
hidden from the eyes of man, yet that . 

ALL-SEEING EYE, 

Whom the SUN, MOON, and STARS obey, and nnder wbose 
watchful care even COMETS perform their stu; endou! revolu
tions, penades the inmost reces!'es of the buman heart, and 
will reward us according to our merits. 

TUE ANCHOR AND ARK 

Are emblems of a well
grounded hope, and a well
&pent life. Tbey are em
blematical of that divine ar'c 
which safely wafts us over 
this tempestuous sea of troubles, and that anchor which shall 
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safely moor us in 11 pe8ce~ul har~or, "bere tbe w;cked cease 
from troubling, and the weary shall find rest. 

THE FORTY-SEVENTH PROBLEM OF EUCLID.* <6 This was an in'fention of our ancient friend 
and Brother, tbe great Pythagoras, who, in Ilis 

. tra'fels through Asia, Africa, and Europe, was L initiated ;nto se'fer:ll orders of priesthood, and 
raised to the sublime degree ofa Master 1\Iason. 

This wise philosopber enriebed bis mind abundantly in a gen-
. eral knowledge of things, and more especially in Geometry or 
:Masonry; on this subject he drew out many problems and 
theorems, and among the most distinguished, he erected this, 
which in the joy of his heart he called EIIl'el.·a, in the Grecian 
language signifying, } have fllllnd it; '1nd upon the disco\'ery 
of which, he is said to h3'\'e sacrificed a hecatomb. 

The historic III truth of this statement is not clearly estnblished. 

It teaches Masons to be general lo\'ers of the arts and 
sciences. 

THE HOUR· OJ.ASS 

Is an emblem of buman life. Be
ho~c.l! how swiftly the sands run, and 
how rapidly our Jj'fes arc drawing to 
8 close. We can not without aaton
ishment behold the little particles 
which arc contained in this machine, 
how they pass away almost. imper-

• [TIIEORE) •• ]-Tn nny right-nngled trillngl!', the ~qllnre whit-h is dc-
8crib"d upon the side slIbtl' lllling the right-nngle, is ('qllnl to .I.e ~qlln"es 
described upon the 8ide8 which contain the right-angle.-Euclid, lill. 1; 
Prop_ 47. 
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ccptibly, and yet, to our surprise, in the short space of an 
bour they are all exhausted. Thus wastes man! to-day, he 
puts forth the tender leaves of hope i to-morrow, blossoms, 
and bears his blushing honors thick upon him i the next day 
comes a frost, which nips the shoot, and when he thinks his 
greatness is still aspiring, he falls, like autumn leaves, to en
rich our mother earth. 

THE SCYTHE 

Is an emblem of time, which cuts 
the brittle thread of life, and launches 
us into eternity. Behold! what havoo 
the scythe of time makes among the 
bnman race i if by chance be should escape the numerous evils 
incident to childhood and youth, and with health and vigor 
arrive to the years of manhood, yet withal we must soon be cut 
down by the all-devouring scythe of time, and be gathered 
into the land where our fathers have gone before us. 

THE THREE STEPS, 

Ullually delineated upon the Mas
ter's Carpet, are emblcmatical of the 
three principal stages of human 
life, viz.: youth, manhood, and age. 
In youth, as Entered Apprentices, we ought industriously to 
oCt.:upy our minds in tile attainment of useful knowledge i in 
manhood, as Fellow-crafts, we should apply our knowledge to 
the discharge of our respective duties to God, our neighbors, 
and onrselres; that so in age, DS :Master 1\1:lsons, we may en
joy the happy reflections consequent on a well-spent life, and 
die in the hope of a glorious immortality. 

For appropriate Odes to close Masters' Lodge, see ApptDdix. 
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OIIAMB AT INITIATION INTO THE THIRD DEGREE. 

BROTHER:-Your zeal for the institution of Masonry, the 
progress you have made in the mystery, and your conformity 
to our regulations. have pointed you out as a proper object of 
our favor and esteem. 

You are now bound by duty, honor and gratitude, to be 
faithful to your trust; to support the dignity of your charac
ter on every occasion; and to enforce, by precept and exam
ple, obedience to the tenets of the Order. 

In the character of a ~[aster MaSon, you are authorized to 
correct the errors and irregularitics of your uninformed breth
ren, and to guard them against a breach of fidelity. To pre
serve the reputation of the f~aternity unsullied, must be your 
constant care; and for this purpose it is your province to re
commend to your inferiors, obedience and submission; to 
your eqnals, courtesy and affability, to your supcriors, kind
ness and condcscension. Universal benevolence you are al
ways to inculcate; and, by the regularity of your own bl.'havior, 
afford the best example for the conduct of others less informed. 
The ancient landmarks of the Order, entrusted to your care, 
you are carefully to preserve; and never suffer them to be 
infringed, or countenance a deviation from the establishell 
usages and customs of the fraternity. 

Your virtue, honor and reputation are (!oncerned in sup
porting with dignity the character you now bear. Let no 
motive, therefore, make you swerve from your duty, violate 
your vows, or betray your trust; but be true and faithful, and 
imitate the example of that celebrated artist whom you this 
evening represent. Thus you will render yourself deserving 
of the honor which we have conferred, and merit the confi
dence that we have reposed. 
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THE 

CAPITULAR DEGREES: 

CONSJSTING 01' 

THE MARK MASTER, 

THE MOST EXCELLENT 1IASTER, 

THE ROYAI~ ARCH. 

COMPOSING 

THE SECOND ORDER IN MASONRY. 
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The Capitular Degrees are conferred in a Body styled (I 

Ohapter. The ballot is taken in the last or Royal Arch Degree; 
the same rules of balloting are observed as in a Lodge. All 
discipline exercised by the Lodge, such as suspension and 
expulsion, is indorsed by the Chapter without question j in 
addition to which it has a discipline of its own for offenses 
against its own regulations. 

Not less than nine can open, work, or close a Chapter, and 
this is independent of the Tyler. 

The whole system of Capitular Masonry as practiced in; 
United States was organized in the latter part of the t 8tl! 
century. 
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CHAPTER XI. 
REMARKS ON THE FOURTH, OR MARK MASTER'S DEGREE. 

This degree of Masonry was not less useful in its original 
institution, nor arc its effects less beneficial to mankind, than 
those which precede it. 

By the influence of this de:n-ee, each operative mason, at 
the erection of the Temple of Solomon, was known and dis
tinguished by the Senior Grand Warden. 

By its effecttl the disorder and confusion that might other
wise have attended 80 immense an undertaking was completely 
prevented j and not only the craftsmen themselves, who were 
eighty thousand in number, but every part of their workman
ship, was discriminated with thc greatest nicety, and the 
utmost facility. If defects were found, by the help of this 
degree the overl'eers were enabled without difficulty to ascer
tain who was the faulty workman: so th!lt deficiencies might 
be rt!medied, without injuring the credit, or diminishing the 
reward, of the industrious and fait.hful of the craft. 

CHARGE TO BE READ AT OPENING THE LODGE. 

"Wherefore, brethren, lay aside all malice, and guile, and 
hypocrisies, and envies, nnd all evil spe:lkings: 

"If so be ye have tasted that the Lord i!! /ZTncious: To 
whom coming as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of 
mon, but cbosen pf aDd, and precious, ye also, as liv~ly stones" 

Digitized by Google 



102 HARK HASTElL 

are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God. 

"Wherefore, also, it is contained in the Scriptures, Behold, 
I lay in Zion, for a fllundation, a tried stone, a precious cor
ner-stone, a sure foundation j he that believeth shall not make 
haste to pass it over. Unto you, therefore, which believe, it 
is an honor j and even to them which be disobedient, the stone 
which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of 
the corner. 

"Brethren, this is the will of God, that with well-doing ye 
put. to silence the ignorance of foolish men. As free, and not 
using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the ser
vants of God. Honor all men, love the brotherhood, fear 
God." 

The regular officers of a Mark Master's Lodge are, 1. Right Wor
shipful Master; 2, Worshipful Senior Warden; 8, Worshipful Junior 
Warden; 4, Master Overseer; 5, Senior Overseer; 6, Junior Overseer; 
7, Senior Deacon; 8, Junior Deacon. 

Although the antiquity of this degree can not be demonstrated, and 
its origin is obscure, yet for belluty of ceremonial, impressiveness of 
principles, and the readiness with which the degree is mllde available in 
practice between Brother and Brother, there is no other which cXl'eIs it. 

REMARKS ON THE FOURTH LECTURE. 

THE FIRST SECTION. 
The first section explains the manner of convocating and 

opening a Mark l\Iaster's Lodge. It teaches the stations and 
duties of the respective officers, and recapitulates the mystic 
ceremony of introducing a candidate. 

In this section is exemplified the regularity and good order 
that were observed by the craftsmen on 1\Iount Libanus, and 
in the plains and quarries of Zeredatha, and it ends with a 
beautiful display of the manner in which one of the principal 
events oriKinatad, which oharactarizei this deiree. 
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rrr 
THE SECO~D SECTION. 

In tpe second section the Mark Master is particularly 
instructed in the origin and history of this degree, and the 
indispensable obligations he is under to stretch forth his 
assisting hand to the relief of an indigent and worthy brother, 
to a certain and specified extent. 

The progress made in architecture, particularly in the reign 
of Solomon, is remarked; the numbers of artists employed in 
the building the Temple of Jerusalem, and the privileges 
they enjoyed, are specified; the mode of rewarding merit, and 
of punishing the guilty, arc pointed out; and the marks of 
distinction which were conferred on our ancient brethren, as 
the rewards of excellence, are named. 

In the conrse of the lecture, the following texts of Scrip
ture are introduced and explained, viz.: 

To him that o,·ercoiDeth will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna, and will give him a wltite 8tone, and in the stoDe a 
new flume written, which no man knoweth saving him that 
reeeiveth it.-Ret'. John ii: 17. 

And we will cut wood out of Lebanon, as much as thou 
shalt Deed; and we will bring it to thee in floail:! by sea to 
Joppa, and thou shalt carry it up to Jerusalem.-2 ekroll. ii: 16. 

The .stone which the builders refused, is become the head 
atone of the corDer.-Psalm cxviii: 22. 

Did ye never read iD the Scriptures, The stone whieh the 
builders rejected, is become the head of the COlDer ?-MattA. 
xxi: 42. 
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And have ye not read this Scripture, The stone which the 
builders rejected, is become the head of the corner ?-.tlul'k 
xii: 10. 

Whllt is this, then, that is writtrn, The stone which t.he 
builders rejerted, i~ becomc the head of the corner?-Luk.e 
xx: 17. 

This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, 
which is become the head of the corner.-Acts iv: 11. 

He that hath IIll car to hear, let him hear.-Rev. iii: 13. 
Then he brought me back the way of the gate of t,he out

ward sanetuary, which looketh toward the cast, and it was 
phut. Then !'aid the Lord unto Die, This gate shall be phut, 
it shllll not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; be
cause the Lord, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, there· 
fore it shall be shut. It is for the prinre; the prince he shall 
sit in it to cat bread before the I.ord: he shall enter by the 
way of the porch of that ~ate, and shall go out by the way of 
the same. And the Lord said unto me, Son of man, mark 
tcell, and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine eurs, 
all that I say unto thee concerning all the ordinances of the 
House of the Lord, and all the laws thereof; and mllrk WI·[I 

the entering in of the house, with e\'ery going forth of the 
sanrtuary.-Ezel.·icl xliv: 1-3,5. 

The workillg tools of a Mark Master arc the Cltisel and 
Mallcf. ! The Chisl,z morally demonstrates the advantages 

j' of Discipline and Education. The mind, like 
the dilllllond in its original state, is rude and 
unpolished; but, as the effect of the chisel on 
the external coat soon rrescnt.~ to view the latent 

beauties of tbe dialJlond, so edueation disro\'ers the \alent • 
virtues of the mind, and dmws thclll fin·th to fUn!!e the hlr!!e 
field of matter aud space, to display the summit of' human 
knowled~e, our duty to God and to man. 

Digitized by Google 



The Mallet morally teaches to correct irregu
larities, and to reduce man to a proper level; so 
that, by quiet deportment, he may, in the school 
of discipline, learn to be content. What the 

lOG 

mallet is to the workman, enlightcned reason is to the pas
sions: it curbs ambition, ifdepresses envy, it moderates anger, 
and it encourages good dispositions; whence arises, among 
good Masons, that comely order, 

"Whit'a nothing earthly gives, or can destroy
The soul's calm sunshine, and the heart-felt Joy." 

OHARGE TO BE DELIVERED WHEN A OANDIDATE IS ADVANCED 

TO THE FOURTH DEGREE. 

BROTHER :-1 congratulate you on having been thought 
worthy of being promoted to this honorable degree of Masonry. 
Permit me to impress it on your mind, that your asHiduity 
should ever be commensurate with your dll'les, which become 
more and more extensive as you advance in Maaonry. 

The sitoatioB to which you are now promoted will draw 
upon you not only the scrutinizing eyes of the world at large, 
but. those alilo of you brethren, on whom this degree of Ma
sonry has not been conferred; all will be justified in expect
ing your coad .. and behavior to be such .. aay with safety 
be imitated. 

In the honorable character of Mark Master, it is more par
ticularly your duty to endeavor to let your co.duct in the 
Lodge and among your brethren, be such as may stand the 
test of the Grand {)verNer'. square, that you may not, like the 
unfinished and imperfect work of the negligent and unfaithful 
of former times, be rejected and thrown aside, as unfit for that 

. spiritual building, that house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. 

While such is your conduct, Gould misfortunea assailyoa, 
10 ' 
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should friends forsake you, should envy traduce your good 
name, and malice persecute you j yet may you have confidence, 
that among Mark Masters, you will find friends who will 
administer relief to your distresses, and comfort your amic
tions j ever bearing in mind, as a consolation under all the 
frowns of fortune, and as an enco~ragement to hope for better 
prospects, that the ,roM which the builden rtjecled, possessing 
merits to them unknown, became the ch~f .tone of the COTner. 

Previous to closing the Lodge, the following Parable is 
recited: 

"For the kingdom of Heaven is like unto a man that is an 
householder, whioh went out early in the morning to hire 
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laborers into his vineyard. And when he had agreed with 
the laborers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
And he went out about the third hour, and saw others stand
ing idle in the market-place, and said unto them, Go ye also 
into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. 
And they went their way. Again he went out about the sixth 
and ninth hour and did likewise. And about the eleventh 
hour, he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith 
unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? They say 
unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto 
them, Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right, 
that shall ye receive. So when even was come, the lord of the 
vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the laborers, and give 
them their hire, beginning from the last unto· the first. And 
when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they 
received every man a penny. But whell the first came, they 
supposed that they should have received more, and they like
wise received every man a penny. And when they had 
received it, they murmured against the good man of the house, 
saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast 
made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and 
heat of the day .. But he answered one of them, and said, 
Friend, I do tllee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for 
a penny? Take that thine is, and go thy way; I will give 
unto this last even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do 
what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil because I am 
good? So. the last shall be first, and the first last: for many 
be called, but few chosen."-Matth. xx: 1-16. 

The ceremony of closing a Lodge in this degree, when 
properly conducted, is peculiarly interesting. It assists in 
strengthening the social affections; it teaches us the duty we 
owe to our brethren in particular, and the whole family of 
mankind in general, by ascribing praise to the meritorious, 
and dispensing rewards to the diligent and industrious. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

OBSEBV ATIONS ON THE DEGREE OF PRESENT OR P.\ <T 

)JA.STER. 

This degree should be carefully studied, and well under:'t(~otl, 
by every Master of a Lodge. It treats of the goyernm':nt of 
our society, and the disposition of our rulers; !lnd illu:;tl"~tC9 

their requisite qualifications. It includes the ceremony of 
opening and closing Lodges in the se\"eral preceding dcl-' ,'eIlS ; 

and also the forms of installation and consecration, in the 
Grand Lodge, as well as private Lodges. It comprehends the 
ceremonies at laying the foundatioll stones of public build
ings, and also at dedications and at funerals, by a varill.y of 
particulars explanatory of those ceremonies. 

In Masonic strictness this degree should be given to Done, savo those 
who are regularly elected to govern a Symbolical Lodge. The devi L\ion 
from this rule, in favor of Royal Arch Masonry, has Dot been tc tho 
credit of the degree, Dor to the advantage of the Craft. 

No person should be allowed to take the degree of Past Master, at 
least until he has made himself thoroughly proficient in the f1.r~o 

degrees of Symbolical Maso.nry, is able to open aud close the Lo lJcs, 
coufer the degrees with dramatic effectiveness, and give the lecturc:~ of 
each from memory. 

The regular officers ofa Past Masters' Lodge, correspond anctty with 
a Lodge of Master Masons. The titles are Righi WOTlAiplu~ M .. 4Icr; 
Wor"'Wu' &Aim _ lYor.AiifuZ JunitJr WardM. 
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REMARKS ON THE FIFTH LECTUBE. 

THE FIRST SECTION. 
01' THE MANNEB 01' CONSTITUTING A LODGE OF )lASTER 

MASONS. 

Any number of Master Masons, not under seven, desirous 
of forming a new Lodge, must apply, by petition, to the 
Grand Lodge of the State in which they reside.*. 

This petition, being signed by at least seven regular Ma
sons, and recommended by a Lodge, or Lodges, adjacent to 
the place where the new Lodge is to be holden, is delivered 
to the Grand Secretary, who lays it before the Grand Lodge. 

If the petition meets the approbation of the Grand Lodge, 
they generally order a Dispensation to be issued,t which is 
signed by the Grand, or Deputy Grand Master, and authori
zes the petitioners to assemble as a resal Lodge, for a certain 
specified term of time. 

The usage is, that all Dispensations terminate Oil the first day of th. 
lubsequent Grand Annual CommWlioation of the Grand Lodge. 

In some jurisdictions, the Grand and Deputy Grand Mas
ters, respectively, are invested with authority to grant dispen
sations, at pleasure, during the recess of the Grand Lodge j i. 
others, they are never issued without the special direction 0, 

the Grand Lodge. 
Lodges working under dispensations are considered merely 

as agents of the Grand Lodge j their presiding officers are not 
entitled to the rank of Past Masters j their officers are not 
privileged with a vote or voice in the Grand Lodge j they can 
not change their officers without the special approbation and 
appointment of the Grand Lodge j and in case of the cessation 
of such Lodges, their funds, jewels, and other prop'lrty accu-

• For Form of Petition see Appendix. 
t For F_ qf Di¥~ lie Apl'Q.dix. 
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mulated by initiations into the several degrees, become the 
property of the Grand Lodge, and must be delivered over to 
the Grand Treasurer. 

When Lodges, that are at first instituted by dispensation, 
have passed a proper term of probation, they make applica
tion to the Grand Lodge for a charter of constitution.* If 
this be ob~ned, they are then confirmed in the possession of 
their property, and possess all the rights and privileges of 
regularly constituted Lodge!!, as long as they conform to the 
constitutions of Masonry. 

The forfeiture of a Charter, however, works a total forfeiture of all 
property, real or personal, which was in its possession at the period of 
its demise. 

After a charter is granted by the Grand Lodge, the Grand 
Master appoints a day and hour for constituting and conse
crating the new Lodge, and for installing its Master, Wardens, 
and other officers .. 

If the Grand Master, in person, attends the ceremony, the 
Lodge is said to be constituted in ample form; if the Deputy 
Grand Master only, it is said to be constituted in due form j 

but if the power of performing the ceremony is vested in a 
Subordinate Lodge, it is said to be constituted in form. 

When charters of constitution are granted for places where 
the distance is so great as to render it inconvenient for the 
Grand officers to attend, the Grand Master, or his Deputy, 
issues a written instrument under his hand and private seal, to 
some worthy Present or Past Master, with full power to con
gregate, constitute and install the petitioners. 

For form Dupemation to install officers, see Appendix. 

CEREMONY OF CONSTITUTION AND CONSECRATION. 

On the day and hour appointed, the Grand Master and his 

• For Form qf Charter, or WIITTcmt, see AppendiL 
11 
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officers meet in a convenient room, near to that in which the 
Lodge to be constituted is assembled, and open the Grand 
Lodge in the three degrces of l\lasonry. 

The officers of the new Lodge are to be examin"ed by the 
Deputy Grand Master, after which they return to their Lodge. 

The new Lodge then sends a messenger to the Grand Mas
ter with the following message, viz.: 

" MOST W ORBHIPFUL :-The officers and brethren of ....... . 
Lodge, who are now assembled at ......... have instructed me 
to inform you, t,hat the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge [or 
Grand Master] was pleased to grant them a letter of Dispensa
tion, bearing date the ... day of ...... , in the year ...... , author
izing them to form and open a Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons, in the town of ............ i that since that period they 
have regularly assembled, and conducted the business of Ma
sonry according to the best of their abilities i that their pro
ceedings having received the approbation of the M. W. Grand 
Lodge, they have obtained a charter of constitution, and are 
desirous that their Lodge should be consecrated, and their offi
cers installed, agreeably to the ancient usagee and customs of 
the Craft j for which purpose they are now met, and await the 
pleasure of the Most Worshipful Grand Master." 

He then returns to his J~odge, who prepare for the reception 
of the Grand Lodge. When noti('e is given that they are 
prepared, the Grand Lodge walk in procession to their hall. 
When the Grand Master enters, the grand honors are given 
by the new Lodge j the officers of which resign their seats to 
the Grand Officers, and take their several stations on the left. 

These are the priNu Grand Honors which ean not be described here. 

The necessary cautions arc then given, and all, excepting 
Masters and Past Masters of Lodges, are requested to retire 
until the Master of the new Lod,e is plaoed in the Chair of 
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Bolomon. He is then bound to the faithful performance of 
his trust, and invested with the characteristics of the Chair. 

The u8ag'e has been to t.hrow around this a ceremony of marked 
dramatic effect. At the Triennial ConTention of the General Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter, 1866, it was rttofnfnmd,d that this be omitted j but 
the advice has not been generally acceptable, and the uBage is mostly 
continued as before. 

Upon due notice, the Grand Marshal reconducts the brethren 
into the hall, and all take their places, except the members of 
the new Lodge, who form a procession on one side of the hall, 
to salute their l\Jaster. As they advance, the Grand Master 
addresses them, "Brethren, behold your MaBb'r I " As they 
pass, they make the proper salutation i and when they have 
all passed, he joins them, and takes his appropriate station. 

A grand procession is then formed, in the following order, 
vis.: 

'fyler, with .. drawn Iword. 
Two Stewards, with White Rodl. 

EJdered Apprentices. 
Fellow Crafts. 
Master Mason •• 

Stewards. 
1 unior DeacoDl. 
Senior DeacoDi. 

Secretaries. 
Treasurers. 

Put Warden •• 
1 unior Wardens. 
Senior Wardens. 

Put Muters. 
Royal Arch Masons. 

Knights Templar. 
Muten of Lodges. 

Th, NnII Lodge. 

Tyler, with a »rawn Sword. 
Stewards, with White Rod •• 

Digitized by Google 



116 ]k¥ASTER. 

Entered Apprentices. 
Fellow Crafts. 

Master Masons. 
Deacons. 

Secretary and Treasurer. 
nETTying the Lodge.
Senior Wardens. 

The ,carried by the OIdeTL 
eet in Office. 
~Kaster. 

TcKTTic. 
, 

The Grand Lodge. 

Grand Tyler, with a Dmwn Sword. 
Grnnd Stewards, with White Rods. 

A Brother, cnrryillg a Golden Vessel of Corn.t 
Two Brethren, carrying Silver Vessels, one of 

,other of Oil. 

hmcne by 0. Past 1\IasC,00 

A "RTing the Holy Writie]hio, 
Square nnd by two Stewards, 

Two Bupning Tapers, borne by the two Past Mo.sters. 
Clergy and Orator. 

The Tuscan and Composite Orders. 
The Doric, Ionic and Corinthian Orders. 

P'lst Grand Wardens. 
Past Deputy Grand Ma5ters. 

G "u,d Mo.sters. 
mobes. 

Gro.nd Wardens. 
Kkputy Grand Masto,oc 

01d']81 Lodge, carryiDh 
GcDslitntioDs . 

• C0cAND MASTER. 

The Grand Deacons, on a liDe seven feet apart, on the right 
aDd left of the Grand lIlo.ster, with mack Rods. 

.. J'loorina. t Whoat . 
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Grand Sword Bearer, with a Drawn Sword. 
Two Stewards, with White Rods. 

The whole procession moves on to the church or house 
where the services are to be performed. When the front of 
the procession arrives at the door, they halt, open to the right 
and left, and face inward, while the Grand l\fnster, and others 
in succession, pass through and enter the house. 

A platform is erected in front of the pulpit, and provided 
with scats for the accommodation of the Grand Officers. 

The bible, square and compass, and book of constitutions, 
are placed upon a table, in front of the Grand Master j the 
lodge is placed in the center, upon the platform, covered with 
white satin or linen, and encompassed by the three tapers, and 
the vessels of corn, wine and oil. 

A piece of music is performed, and the public services 
commence with prayer. An oration, or sermon, upon the 
design and principles of the institution, is then delivered by 
the Grand Chaplain. or some one appointed for that purpose, 
which is succeeded by a piece of music. 

The Grand Marshal then directs the officers and members 
of the new Lodge to form in front of the Grand Master. The 
Deputy Grand l\Jaster addresses the Grand Master, 8S follows: 

"l\losT WORSHIPFUL :-A number of brethren, duly in
structed in the mysteries of Masonry, having asscmbled 
together, at stated periods, for some time past, by virtue of a· 
dispensation granted them for that purpose, do now desire to 
be constituted into a regular Lodge, agreeably to the ancient 
usages and customs of the fraternity." 

Their Secretary then delivers the dispensation and records 
to the Master elect, who presents them to the Grand Master. 

The Grand Master examines thc records, and if they are 
found correct, proclaims, 

" The records appear to be properly entered, and are approv-
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ed. Upon due deliberation, the Grand Lodge have granted 
the brethren of this new Lodge a Charter, confirming them 
in the rights and privileges of a regular C01&8tituted Lodge; 
which the Grand Secretary will now read." 

After the Charter is read, the Grand Master then says: 

" We shan now proceed, acoording to ancient usage, to con
stitute these brethren into a regular Lodge." 

Whereupon the several officers of the new Lodge deliver 
up their jewels and badges to tNJir Master, who presents them 
with his own, to the Deputy Grand Muter, and he to the 
Grand Master. 

The Deputy Grand Master now presents the Master elect 
of the new Lodge to the Grand Master, saying: 

"MOST WORSHIPI'UL:-I present you Brother * * * * * 
whom the members of the Lodge now to be constituted havEl 
chosen for their Master." 

The Grand Mastel' asks them if they remain satisfied with 
their choice. (They botD in token 0/ aaent.) 

The Master then presents, severally, his Wardens, and other 
officers, naming them and their respective offices. The Grand 
Master asks the brethren if they remain satisfied with each 
and all of them. (They bow aa befOT'.) 

The officers and members of the new Lodge then form in 
the broad aisle, in front of the Grand Master i and the busi
ness of cOBsecration commences with solemn music. 

CBBDONY 01' CONSECRATION. 

The Grand Mastel', attended by the Grand officers and the 
Grand Chaplain, form themselves in order, round the Lodge, 
which is then uncovered. An devoutly kneeling, the first 
clause of the consecration prayer is rehearsed, as follows, viz. : 

" Great Architect of the Universe I Maker and Ruler of all 
Worlds I deign, from thy celestial Temple, from realms of 
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light and glory, to bless us in all the purposes of our present 
asaembly I 

" We humbly invoke Thee to give us, at this and at all times, 
tDi8dom in all our doings, strength of mind in all our difficul
ties, and the beauty of harmony in all our communications I 

"Permit us, 0 thou Author of Light and Life, great source 
of Love and Happiness, to erect this Lodge, and now solemnly 
to rUI&8eCTa~ it to the honor of Thy glory I 

"Glory be to God on high." 
[Re.ponse by tile BrethreJ~.]-" As it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be I Amen." 
During the response, the Deputy Grand Master, and Grand 

Wardens, take the vessels of corn, wine, and oil, and sprinkle 
the elements of consecration upon the Lodge. 

[Tile Grand Ohaplain tllen continua.] 

"Grant,O Lord our God, that those who are now about to 
be invested with the government of this Lodge, may be endued 
with wisdom to instruct their brethren in all their duties. 
May brotherly love, relief and truth, always prevail among the 
members of this Lodge j and may this bond of union continue 
to strengthen the Lodges throughout the world I 

"Ble88 all our brethren, wherever dispersed: and grant 
speedy rel,ief to all who are either oppressed or distressed. 

" We affectionately commend to Thee all the members of 
Thy whole family. May they increase in the knowledge of 
Thee, and in the love of each other. 

"Finally: May we finish all our work here below with 
thine approbation j and then have our transition from this 
earthly abode to Thy Heavenly Temple above, there to enjoy 
light, glory and bliss, ineffable and eternal I 

" Glory be to God on high I" 
[Re.pome by tile Brethrell.]-1C As it was in the beginning, 

s now, and ever shall be! Amen! so mote it be! Amen I" 
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Then succeeds solemn music, while the Lodge is covered. 
The Grand Chaplain then DEDICATES the Lodge, in the fol
lowing terms: ° 

"To the memory of HOLY SAINT JOHN, we dedicate 
this Lodge. May every Brother revere his character and 
imitate his virtues. 

" Glory be to God on high !" 
[RI"polll,c.J-" As it was in the be~inning, is now, and ever 

shall be, world without end. Amen! so mote it be I Amen /" 
A picce of music is then performed, while the Brethren 

of the new Lodge advance in procession to salute the Grand 
L(ldge, with their hands crossed upon their breasts, and bowing 
as they pass. They then take their places, and stand as they 
were. 

The Grand Master then rises, and constitutes the new Lodge 
in the form following: 

" In the name of the Most W orsbipful Grand Lodge, I now 
constitute and form you, my good brethren, into a Lodge of 
Free and Accepted Masons. From henceforth I empower you 
to act as a regular Lodge, constituted in conformity to the 
rites of our Order, and the charges of our ancient and honor
able fl"aternity; and may the Supreme Architect of the Universe 
prosper, direct and counsel you in all your doings." 

[Rt,~ponse by all the brethren.]-" So mote it be /" 

The ceremony of installation then succeeds. 

The In~tQllati(}fl Covenant must be taken by every officer, whether 
elected or appointed. This is of course taken in the Lodge, open in 
either degree j but the installation itself may be, and often is, performed 
in public. 

No person eRn be legally installed Master of a Lodge until he hl\S 
rereh°ed the degree (or order) of Past Master. ]n Virginia, by modern 
usnge, even a Warden elect must have this degree before he can be 
inst.ulled. 
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THE SECOND SECTION. 

CEREMONY OF INSTALLATION. 

The Grand l\Jaster * asks his Deputy, 
"Whcther he has cxamined the l\Jaster 
Dominated in the Warrant, and finds him 
well skilled in the noble science and the 
royal art." The Deputy, answering in the 
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affirmative, t by the Grand Master's order, takes the candidate 
from among his fellows, and presents him at the pedestal, say
ing,· "1\lost Worshipful Grand ~Jaster, I present my worthy 
Brother, A B, to be installed l\Jallter of this new Lodge. I 
find him to be of good morals, and of great skill, true and 
trusty; and as he is a lover of the whole fraternity, whereso
ever dispersed over the face of the earth, I doubt not that he 
will discharge his duty with fidelity." 

The Grand l\Jaster then addresses him: 
"BROTHER :-Previous to your investiture, it is necessary 

that you should si~nify your assent, to those ancient charges 
and regulations \Vhich point out the duty of a l\iaster of a 
Lodge." 

The Grand Master then reads, or orders to be read, a sum
mary of the ancient charges to the l\Jaster elect, as follows, 
viz. : 

1. You agree to be a good man and true, and strictly to 
obey the moral law . 

. 2. You agree to be a peaceable subject, and cheerfully to 
conform to the laws of the country in which you reside. 

• In this. and other similar instances, where the Grand Master is 
specified in acting, may he understood anu Nalttr who performs the 
ceremony. 

t A private examination is nnderstood to precede the installation of 
every officer. 
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3. You promise not to be concerned in plots and conspi
racies against government, but patiently to submit to the 
decisions of the supreme legislature. 

4. You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil magistrate, 
to work diligently, live creditably, and act honorably by all 
men. 

5. You agree to hold in veneration the original rulers and 
patrons of the Order of Masonry, and their regular success
ors, supreme and subordinate, according to their stations i and 
to submit to the awards and resolutions of your brethren 
when convened, in every case consistent with the constitutions 
of the Order. 

6. You agree to avoid private piques and quarrels, and to 
guard against intemperance and excess. 

7. You agree to be cautious in carriage and behavior, cour
teous to your brethren, and faithful to your Lodge. 

8. You promise to respect genuine brethren, and to dis
countenance impostors, and all dissenters from the original 
plan of Masonry. 

9. You agree to promote the general good of society, to 
cultivate the social virtues, and to propagate the knowledge of 
the art. 

10. You promise to pay homage to the Grand Master for 
the time being, and to his officers when duly installed i and 
strictly to conform to every edict of the Grand Lodge, or Gen
eIaI Assembly of Masons, that is not subversive of the prin
ciples and ground-work of Masonry. 

11. You admit that it is not in the power of' any man, or 
body of men, to make innovations in the body of Masonry. 

12. You promise a regular attendance on the committees 
and communications of the Grand Lodge, on receiving proper 
notice, and to pay attention to all the duties of Masonry, on 
convenient occasions. 

13. You admit that no new Lodge shall be formed without 
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permiasion of the Grand Lodge; and that no countenance be 
given to any irregular Lodge or to any person clandestinely 
initiated therein, being contrary to the Ancient charges of the 
Order. 

14. You admit that no person can be regularly made a 
Mason in, or admitted a member of, any regular Lodge, with
out previous notice, and due inquiry into his character. 

15. You agree that no visitors shall be received into your 
Lodge without due examination, and producing proper vouch
ers of their having been initiated in a regular Lodge.* 

• AI the cnriOWl reader may wish to know the ancient charges that 
were nll8d on this oCcuion, we Ihall here insert them verbatim, al they 
are contained in a MS. in posseuion of the Lodge of Antiquity, in 
London, written in the reign of James the Second. 

" • • • And furthermore, at diveree 8888mbliea, have been put 
and ordained diverse crafties by the best advice of magistrates and 
f'ellowea. 

" Every man that is a Mason take good heed to these charges, wee 
pray, that if any man find himselfe guilty of any of these charges, 
that. he may amend himselfe, or principally for dread of God you that 
be charged to take good heed that you keepe all these charges well, for 
it is a great mIl for a man to forsweare himselfe upou a book. 

"The firat charge is, That yee shall be true men to God and the Holy 
Church, and to use no error or heresie by your understanding and by 
wise men's teaching. 

"Also, secondly, yee .hall be true one to another; that is to say, 
every mason of the craft that is mason allowed, yee shall doe to him as 
yee would be done unto yourselfe. 

"Thirdly. And yee llhall keepe truely all the counsell that ought to 
be kept in the way of masonhood, and all the counsell of the lodge or 
of the chamber. AlIso that yee shall bee DO thief., nor thievell to your 
knowledge free: that yee shall be true to the king, lord or master that 
1ee serve, and troely to see and work for his advant.age. 

"Fourthly. Y ee shall call all masons your fellowes, or your brethren, 
and no other names. 

"Fifthly. Yee shall not take your fellowe'8 wife in villainy, nor 
de1lower his daughter or servant, nor put him to no dilworahip. 
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These are the regulations of Free and Accepted :1\Iasons. 
The Grand l'tIa!!ter then addresses the Master elect in the 

following manner: "Do you submit to these charges, and 
promise to support these regulations, as l\Iasters have done in 

"Sixthly. Yee 8hal1 truely pay for your meat or drinke, wheresoever 
yee goe to tahle or boarde. Aliso, yee shall doe no villainy there 
whereby the craft or science may be slandered. 

"These shall be the charges general to every true mason, both mas
ter and ft'IIowt's. 

" Now will I rehearse other charges single for masons allowed or 
accepted. 

"First. That no mason take on him no lorde's worke, nor any other 
man's, unless he know himsclfc well able to perforin the worke, so that 
the craft have no slander. 

"Secondly. Aliso that no master take worke but that he take reason
able pay for itt; ~o that the lord may be truely served and the master 
to live honestly, and to pay his fellowes truly. And that. no master or 
fel10w supplont otbers of their worke; that is to say, that if he hath 
taken a worke, or else stftnd master of any worke, that he shall not put 
him out, unless be be unable of cunning to make an end of bis worke. 
And no master or fellow shall take an apprentice for less IIlIln ~e\'en 

years. And that the apprentice be free born, and of limbs whole as a 
man ought to be, and no bostard. And that no moster or fellow take 
no allowance to be mode mason without the assent of his fellowes, at 
the least six or seven. . 

"Thirdly. That he that be made be able in all degrees; that is, free
born, of a good kindred, true, and no bondsman, and that he have his 
right limhs as a man ought to have. 

"Fourthly. That a master take no apprentice without be haTe occu
pation to occupy two or three fellowes at the least. 

"Fifthly. Tblit no master or fellow put away any lorde's worke to 
task tbat ought to be journey worke. 

"Sixthly. That every master give pay to his fellowt'8 and Sl'rvnnts as 
they may desurve, soe that he be not defamed with false workeinJt. 
And that none slander another behind his backe, to make him loose his 
good nnme. 

"Seventhly. That no fellow in the bouse or abroad nllSWC1' nnother 
ungodly or reproveable without a cause. 
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all ages before yOU?" The new Master having signified his cor
dilllsubmission as before, the Grand l\lasterthus addresses him: 

" Brother A B, in consequence of your cheerful conformity 
to the charges and regulations of the Order, you are now to 
be installed l\Iaster of this new Lodge, in full confidence of 
your care, skill and capacity to govern the same." 

"Eighthly. That eVE'ry mnsler mason doe reverence his elder; and 
that a mRSon be no common plaier at the cards, dice or hazeard, nor at 
any other unlawfull plaies, through whir.h the sciencc and craft may be 
dishonored or Ilandered. 

" Ninthly. That no fellow goe inlo the town by night, except be have a 
fellow with him, wbe may bear him record that he was in an h"nest place. 

"Tl·nthly. That every master aud fellow shall come to the assemblie, 
if it be within fifty mill's of him, if he bave any warning. And if he 
bave trespassed against the craft, to abide the award of masters and 
fellowes. 

II Eleventhly. Tbat every master mason and fellow that hath tres
passPd against the craft shall stand to the correction of other masters 
and fellowes to make him accord; and if they cannot accord, to go to 
the common law. 

"Twelfth Iy. That no mRSler or fellow make not a mould stone, square 
nor rule to no lower, nor Ict no lower worke within their lodge nor 
without, to mould stone. 

"Thirteenthly. Thllt every mason receive Dnd cherisb strange fel
lowE'S when they come over the countrie, and set them on worke if they 
will worke, as the manner is; that is to say, if the mason have any 
monld stone in his place, be sball give bim a mould stone, and seU him 
on worke: and if he have none, the mason sball refresh bim with 
money unto the next lodge . 

•• Fourteenthly. That every mason shall truely scrve his master for 
his pay. 

"Fifteenthly. That every master shall truely make an end of his 
worke, laske or jourMY, whethersoo it bE'. 

"These be all the charges and covenants that onght to be read at tbe 
instillment of ms..ter or making of a freemsson or frcE'mllsons. Tho 
Almighty God of Jacob, who ever have you and me in his keeping, 
bl_ WI now and ever. AmE'n." 
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A The new Master is then regularly invested 
with the insignia of his office, and the furni
ture and implements of his Lodge. 

The various implements of the profession 
are emblematical of our conduct in life, and upon this occa
sion carefully enumerated. 

"The Holy Writings, that great light in Ma
sonry, will guide you to all truth j it will direct 

......... your paths to the temple of happines, and point 
out to you the whole duty of man. 

11 " The Square teaches to regulate our actions 
~ by rule and line, and to harmonize our conduct 

by the principles of morality and virtue. 

1\ "The Compass teaches to limit our desires in every 
station, that, rising to eminence by merit, we may 

, live respected, and die regretted. 

l'j'i'!'1 II' I'!:" j 'I Ii' II,il'li I'I'! il'l"il'!, I "The Rule directs that 
we should punctually observe our duty j press forward in the 
path of virtue, and, neither inclining to the right Dor to the 
left, in all our actions have eternity in view. 

II The Line teaches tl!e criterion of moral recti
tude, to avoid dissimulation in conversation and 
action, and to direct our steps to the path which 
leads to immortality . 

.. The Book 0/ Constitution. you are to search Ill.;;,! at all tim... C ..... it to be "",d iD your Lodge, 
. .. ,~C. that none may pretend ignorance of the excel-

lent precep~ it enjoins. . 
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"Lastly, you receive in charge the By
Law. of your Lodge, which you are to see 
carefully and punctually executed." 

127 

The jewels of the officers of the new Lodge being then re
turned to the l\lasrer, he dclivers them, respectively, to the 
!'everal officers of the Grand Lodge, according to their rank. 

The subordinate officers of the new Lodge are then in
vested with their jewels, by the Orand Officers of correspond
ing rank; and are by them, severally in turn, conducted to 
the Grand l\laster, who delivers each of them a short charge, 
88 follows, viz. : 

THE SENIOR WARDEN • . 
" Brother C D, you are appointed Senior Warden of this 

new Lodge, and are now invested with the ensign of your 
office. 

The introduction of the word" appointed" here-which in practice 
is usually rendered "elected "-may be traced to two circumstances. 
1. In the first organizatiou of tbe Lodge, the officers are usually 
appointed by the Grand Lodge; and 2d. In former times, the Warden. 
were appointed by the Master. 

"The Level demonstrates that we are de
scended from the same stock, partake of the 
lIame nature, and share the same hope; and 
though distinctions among men are necessary 
~ preserve subordination, yet no eminence of 
8tation should make us forget that we are brethren; for he 
who ill placed on the lowest spoke of fortune's wheel, may be 
entitled to our regard; because a time will come, and the 
wisest knows not how soon, when all distinct.ions, but that of 
goodneS8, shall cease; and death, the grand leveler of human 
greaine881 reduce us to the same 8tate. 
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"Your regular attendance on our stated meetings is essen
tially necessary; in the absence of the l\lnster you are to 
govern this Lodge: in his presence you are to assist him in 
the government of it. I firmly rely on your knowledge of 
1\Iasonry, and attachment. to the Lodge, for the faithful dis
charge of the duties of this important trust-Look well to 
tlw West I" 

THE JUNIOR WARDEN. 

"Brother E F, you are appointed Junior Warden of 
this new Lodge; and arc now invested with the badge 
of your office. 

"The Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in our 
several stations, to hold the scale of justice in equal 
poise, to observe the just medium bet·ween intemper
ance and pleasure, and to make our passions and 

prejudices coincide with the Hne of our duty. 
"To you, with such assistance as may be necessary, is 

entrusted the examination of visitors, and the reception of 
candidates. 

This is not now the general usage in the American Lodges; for the 
former, a special committee is usually appointed; for the latter the 
stewards are designated, or, in their absence, a special committee. 

" To you is also committed the superintendence of the Craft 
during the hours of refreshment. 

This sentence expresses the prime duty, care and responsibility of the 
Junior Worden, "to take charge of the brethren while at refreshment," 
i. e. between the meetings of the Lodge. 

"It is therefore indispensably necessary, that you should not 
only be temperate and discreet, in the indulgence of your 
own inclinations, but carefully observe that none of the Craft 
be suffered to con vert the purposes of refreshlnent into intem
perance and excess. 

" Your regular and punctual attendance is particularly re
quested; and I have no doubt that you will faithfully execute 
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the duty which you owe to your present appointment.-Look 
well to tke South /" 

THE TREASURER. 

"Brother G H, you are appointed Treasurer 
of this new Lodge. It is your duty to receive 
all . moneys from the hands of the Secretary, 
keep just and regular accounts of the same, 
and pay them out at the Worshipful Master's 
will and pleasure, with the consent of the 
Lodge. I trust, your regard for the fraternity will prompt 
you to the faithful discharge of the duties of your office." 

THE SECRETARY. 

"Brother I K, you are appointed Secre
tary of this new Lodge. It is your duty 
to observe the Worshipful Master's will 
and pleasure, to record the proceedings of 
the Lodge, to receive all moneys, and pay 
them into the hands of the Treasurer. 

"Your good inclination to ~Iasonry and this Lodge, I hope, 
will induce you to discharge your office with fidelity, and by 
so doing, you will merit the esteem and applause of your 
brethren. ,) 

THE SENIOR AND JUNIOR DEACONS. 

"Brothers L M and N 0, 
you are appointed Deacons of 
this new Lodge. It is your 
province to attend on the ~Ias
ter and Wardens, and to act as 
their proxies in the active du

ties of the Lodge j such as the reception of candidates into 
tile d.i1ferent degrees ot Masonry j the introduotion and aooom-

11 
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modation of visitors, and in the immediate practice of our 
rites. These columns, as badges of your office, I entrust to 
your care, not doubting your vigilance and attention." 

The badge or jetCtl of the Deacons' offices is, by common usage, 
changed, 1\8 may be seen in the cut. But in many Lodges other em
blems arc worn, such as the Winged Mercury, the Triangles, the Stone
Cutters' Hammer, etc. There is little uniformity in this respect. 

THE STEWARDS. 

~~~ "BrothersPQandRS, 
.' '~ . .~ . ' you are appointed Stew-
. ~ . . _ . ' ards of thi new Lodge. 

. The duties of your office 
are, to assist in the collection of dues and subscriptions, to 
keep an account of the Lodge expenses, to see that the tables 
are properly furnished at refreshment, and that every brother 
is suitably provided for; and generally to assist the Deacons 
and ot-her officers in performing their respective duties. Your 
regular and early attendance will afford the best proof of your 
zeal and aUachment to the Lodge." 

TIlE TYLER 

~ Is then appointed, and receives the in-
~ . 0 I:ltrument of .his office, with a short charge 

on the occaSIon. 
The Grand Master then addresses the officers and members 

of the new Lodge as follows: 

CHAROE UPON THE INSTALLATION OF THE OFFICERe OF A 
LODGE. 

"WORSHIPFUL ?tIASTER :-The Grand Lodge having com
mitted to your care the superintendence and government of 
the brethren who are to compose this new Lodge, you can not 
be insenaible of the obligations which devolve en you, as their 
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head; nor of your responsibility for the faithful discharge of 
the important duties annexed to your appointment. 

"The honor, reputation and usefulne88 of your Lodge will 
materially depend on the skill and assiduity with which you 
manage its concerns j while the happiness of its member!! will 
be generally promoted, in proportion to the zeal and ability 
with which you propagate the genuine principles of our insti
tution. 

" For a pattern of imitation, consider the great luminary of 
nature, which, rising in the En", regularly diffuses light and 
luster to all within its circle. In like manner it is your prov
ince to spread and communicate light and instruction to the 
brethren of your Lodge. Forcibly impre88 upon them the 
dignity and high importance of Masonry; and seriouslyad
monish them never to disgrace it. Charge them to practice 
out of the Lodge, those duties which they have been taught in 
it j and by amiable, discreet and virtuous conduct, to convince 
mankind of the goodness of the institution j so that when any 
one is said to be a member of it, the world may know that he 
is one to whom the burdened heart may pour out its sorrows j 
to whom distre88 may prefer its suit j whose hand is guided 
by justice, and his heart expanded by benevolence. In short, 
by a diligent observance of the By-Laws of your Lodge, the 
Constitutions of Masonry, and, above all, the Holy Scliptures, 
which are given as a rule and guide to your faith, you will be 
enabled to acquit yourself with honor and reputation, and lay 
up a crown of rejoicin9, which shall continue when time shall 
be no more." 

"BROTHER SENIOR A.ND JUNIOR W ARDEN8 :-Y ou are too 
well acquainted with the principles of Masonry to warrant 
any distrust that you will be found wanting in the discharge 
of your respective duties. Suffice it to mention, that what 
yoa have seen praiseworthy in others, you should carefully 
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imitate; and what in them may have appeared defective, you 
should in yourselves amend. You should be examples of 
good order and regularity; for it is only by a due regard to 
the laws in your own conduct, that you can expect obedience 
to them from others. You are assiduously to assist the Mas
ter in the discharge of his trust; diffusing light and imparting 
knowledge to all whom he shall place under your care. In 
the absence of the Master you will succeed to higher duties; 
your acquircments must, therefore, be such, as that thc Craft 
may never suffer for want of propcr instruction. From the 
spirit which you have hitherto evinced, I entertain no doubt 
that your future conduct will be such as to merit the ap
plause of your brethren, and the testimony of a good con
science." 

" BRETHREN OF .•....... LODGE :-Such is the nature of our 
constitution, that as some must of necessity rule and teach, so 
others must of course learn to submit and obey. Humility in 
both is an essential duty. The officers who are appointed to 
govcrn your Lodge, arc sufficiently conversant with the rules 
of propriety, and the laws of the institution, to avoid exceed
ing the powers with which they are intrusted; and you are 
of too generous dispositions to envy their prefcrment. I 
therefore trust that you will have but one aim, to please each 
other, and unite in the grand design of being happy, and 
communicating happiness. 

" Finally, my brethren, as this association has been formed 
and perfected in so much unanimity and concord, in which we 
greatly rejoice, so may it long continue. May you long enjoy 
every satisfaction and delight, which disinterested friendship'" 
can afford. 1\lay kindness and brotherly affection distinguish 
your conduc.t as men and as Ma80ns. Within your peaceful 
walls, may your children's children celebrate with joy and 
ptitude the traaaaotioDs of this auspioious solemaity. ADd 
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may the tenet, of our proftllllion be transmitted througll your 
Lodge, pure and unimpaired, from generation to generation." 

The Grand ?tlarshal then proclaims the new Lodge, in the 
following manner, viz.: 

"In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the 
State of ............ , I proclaim this new Lodge, by the name 
of ............ Lodge, duly constituted." 

This proclamation is made thrice, and each time followed 
witb a flourish of drums or trumpets. 

The Grand Chaplain then makes the concluding prayer, 
which ends the public ceremonies. 

The grand procession is then formed in the same order as 
before, and returns to the hall. 

The Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, and Grand 
Wardens, being seated, all but ?tlaster MaRons are caused to 
retire, and the procession continues round the hall, which 
upon passing the several Grand officers, pays them due hom
age, by the usual congratulation!! and honors, in the different 
degrees, commencing with the lowest. During the proces
sion (which passes three times round the Lodge) the following 
song is sung, which ooncludes the ceremony of installation: 
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INSTALLATION ODE, 

Adapted and ammged by Bao.l .... B. T4'lLOIl. 

l'UNOFORTE 
or 

MELODEON. 

a • • gel lhIne' Long may'st tbou reign: Wb ... • ... tb7 IocIga lland. 

-If. 

'-

f-~Ntt.qtpgtl 
IIa7 the, haft great C01IUIIand. And always grace the land. Thou art d1. TIne' 

\:~~~~jg=¥f¥IDI 
!l Oreat falJrl.,. 01111 arise. 

And 111"''''' the azllre ok lea ; 
Oreat nre thy lK"hemes ; 

Thy nohle onl""" nre 
)-ll\tchlel'l~. he'yund rompRre ; 
No Rrt with thee C:Ul abare. 

Thou art divino! 

3 llirnm. the ''''hit''''l, 
Die! nil tht~ Cr.lrt direct 

Jlnw tht"," 8houlll huUd. 
8.)lonul1I. I~r:1l"l'..( kin:::. 
Dill mh."hty I.IC-lllitl)!JIl 1 ring. 
Which gilVf~ U" C:lIIse to Bing, 

1I11il. royal art , 
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The Lodge is then closed with the usual solemnities in the 
different degrees, by the Grand Master and his officers. 

This is the usual ceremony obllerved by regular Masons at 
the constitution of a new. Lodge, which the Grand Master 
may abridge or extend at pleasure i but the material points 
are on no account to be omitted. The same ceremony and 
charges attend every succeewng installation of new officers. 

Officer,s re-elected to office without an intermission of time, need not 
be re-instaIled. 

THE THIRD SECTION. 

CEREMONY OBSERVED AT LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE 

OF PUBLIC STRUCTURES. 

This ceremony is conducted by the Grand Mallter and his 
officers, assisted by the members of the Grand Lodge, and 
such officers and members of private Lodges, aEl can con
veniently attend. The chief magistrate, and other civil offi
cers of the place wllere the building is to be erected, also 
generally attend on the occasion. 

At th~ time appointed, the Grand Lodge is convened in 
some suitable place, approved by the Grand ~Iaster. A band 
of martial music is provided, and the brethren appear in the 
insignia of the Order, and with white gloves and Aprons. 
The Lodge is opened by the Grand Master, and the rules for 
regulating the procession to and from the place where the 
ceremony is to be performed, are read by the Grand Secretary. 
The necessary cautions are then given from the Chair, and 
flie Lodge is adjourned: after which the procession sets out 
in the following order: 

PROCESSION AT LAYING CORNER-STONES. 

T1fo Tylers, with drawn swords. 
Tyler or the oldest Lodge, with sword • 
. Two Stewards flf the oldest Lodge. 

Entered Apprentices. 
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Fellow Crafts. 
Mastn Masone. 

Stewards. 
Junior Deacons. 
Senior Deacons. 

Secretn ries. 
Trl'asllrers. 

Past Wardena. 
Junior Wardens. 

Senior Wardens. 
Past Masters. 

Royal Arch Masons. 
Knights Templar. 

Masters. 
Music. 

Gl'hnd Tyler, with a Drawn Sword. 
Grand Stewards, with White Rods. 

A Brother, with, a Golden Vessel containing Corn. 
Two Brethren, with Silver Vessels, one containing 

Wine, and the other Oil. 
Principal Architect, with Square, Level and Plumb. 

Grand Secretary and Treasurer. 
Bible, Square and Compass, carried by a Master oC a Lodge, 

8upported by two Stewards. 
Grand Chaplain. 
The Five Orders. 

Past Grand Wardens. 
Past Deputy Grand Mast.ers. 

Past Grand Masters. 
Chief Magistrate of the place. 

Two LArge Lights, borne by two Masters of Lodges. 
Grand Wardens. 

One Large Ligh~ borne by a Master of a Lodge. 
Deputy Grand Master. 

Master of the Oldest Lodge, bearing the Book oC Constitutions, on 
a Velvet Cushion. 

Grand Deacons, with Black Rod~, on a line seven feet apart. 
GRAND MASTER. 

Grand Sword Benrer, with a Drawn Sword. 
Two Btewarcla, with White BocII. 
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A triumphal arch is usually erected at the place where the 
ceremony is to be performed. 

The procession passes through tbe arch, and the brethren 
repairing to tbeir stands, the Grand Master and his officers 
take their places on a temporary platform, covered with car
pet. An ode on Masonry is sung. The Grand Master com
mands silence, and the necesl'ary preparations are made for 
laying the stone, on which is engraved the year of M.onry, 
the name and titles of the Grand Master, etc., etc. ._ _ .• 

The stone is raised up, by means of an engine erected for 
tbat purpose, and the Grand Chaplain or orator repeats a 
short prayer. The Grand Treasurer then, by the Grand Mas
ter's command, pl,~ces under the stone various sorts of coin 
and medals of the present age. Solemn music is introduced, 
and the stone let down into its place. The principal Archi
tect then presents the working tools to ,the Grand Master, who 
applies the plumb, .quare and level to the stone, in tbeir 
proper positions, and pronounces it to be "WELL FORMED, 

TRUE AND TRUSTY." 

The golden and silver vessels are next brought to the table, 
and delivered, tbe former to the Deputy Grand Master, and 
the latter to the Grand Wardens, who successively present 
them to the Grand Master; and be, according to ancient cer
emony, pours the corn, the wine and the oil which they con
tain, on the stone, saying, 
~"May the all-bounteous Author of Nature bless the inhab
itants of this place with all tbe necessaries, conveniences and 
comforts of life; assist in the erection and completion of this 
building; protect .the workmen against every accident, and 
long preserve this structure from decay; and grant to us all, 
in needed supply, the CORN of 1&Ouri.h,ment, the WINK of re
!reahrment, and the OIL of jog." 

" Amen I 80 mote it be I Amen I " 
13 
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Ho t.hen strikes the stone thrice with the mallet, and the 
public honors of :l\Iasonry are given. 

The Grand Master then delivers over to the Architect the 
various implements of architecture, ent.rusting him with the 
BUFerintendence and direction of the work; after which he 
re-ascends the platform, and an oration suitable to the occa
sion is delivered. A voluntary collection is made for the 
workmen, and the sum collected is placed upon the stone by 
the Grand Treasurer. A song in honor of l\lasonry con
cludes the ceremony, after which the procession returns to the 
place whence it set out, and the Lodge is closed. 

THE FOUItTH SECTION. 

CZUIIONY OBSERVED AT THE DEDICATION OF MASONS' HALLS. 

See Predon'lI Illullration. t U. M. L. Vol. 8), for a detailed llCCount of 
the dedication of al\Insonic Hnll, in England. 

On the day appointed for the celebration of the ceremony 
of uetlication, the Grand Master and his officers, accompanied 
hy the members of thc Grand Lodge, meet in a convenient 
room near to the placc where the ceremony is to be performed, 
It lid the Grand Lodge is opened in ample form in the first 
three degrees of :\18sonry. 

t:ommencing with the t.>lIIe8t. 

'.rhe )laster of the Lodge to which the hall to be dedicated 
brlongs, llcing present, rises, and addresses the Grand 1\Iaster, 
us follows; 

":MOST WORSHIPFuL:-The brethren of ............. Lodge, 
heing animated with a desire of promoting the honor and 
illtcrc~t or the Craft, have, at great pains and expense, erected 
n )Ia~"llic hall, for tlleir convenience and accommodation. 
'rhcy arc now desirous that the same should be examined by 
the ~I. W. Grand Lodge i and if it. should meet their appro-
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bation, that it should be solemnly dedicated to Masonic pur
poses, agreeably to ancient form." 

The Grand Master then directs the Grand Secretary to 
read the order of procession, which is delivered over to the 
Grand Marshal; and a general charge respecting propriety 
of behavior, is given by the Deputy Grand 1\laster. 

A grand procession is then formed in the order laid down 
in the first section. The whole moves forward to the hall 
which is to be dedicated, and upon the arrival of the front of 
the procession at the door, they halt, open to the right and 
left, and face inward; while the Grand Master, and others in 
succession, pass through and enter. The music continues 
while the procession marches three times round the hall. 

The Lodge is then placed in the center; and the Grnnd 
}Iaster having taken the chair, under a canopy of state, the 
Grand officers, and the Masters and Wardens of the Lodges, 
repair to the places previously prepared for their reception: 
the three lights, and the gold and silver pitchers, with corn, 
wine and oil, are placed round the Lodge, at the head of 
which stands the pedestal, with the Bible open, and the Square 
and Compass laid thereon, with the Constitution-roll, on a 
crimson velvet cushion.* Matters being thus disposed, an 
anthem is sung, and an exordium on 1Uasonry given: after 
which the Architect addresses the Grand Master, as follows: 

"J\IosT WORSHIPFuL:-Having been entrusted with the 
superintendence and management of the workmen employed 
in the construction of this edifice; and having, according to 
the best of my ability, accomplished the task alilsigned me; I 
now return my thanks for the honor of this appointmcnt, and 
beg leave to surrender up the implements which werc com
mitted to my care whcn the foundation of this fabric was 
laid; humbly hoping, that the exertions which have been 

• For an appropriate Anthem see Appendix. 
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made on this occasion, will be crowned with your approba
tion, and that of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge." 

To which the Grand Master makes the following reply: 
"BROTHER ARCIIITECT :-The skill and fidelity displayed 

in the execution of the trust reposed in you, at the commence
ment of this undertaking, have secured the entire approbation 
of the Grand Lodge; and they sincerely pray, that this edifice 
may continue a lasting monument of the taste, spirit, and 
liberality of its founders." 

An ode in honor of :Masonry is sung, accompanied with 
instrumental music. 

The Deputy Grand Master then rises, and says: 

"MOST WORSBlPFuL:-The hall in which we are now 
assembled, and the plan upon which i~ has been constructed, 
having met with your approbation, it is the desire of the fra
ternity that it should be now dedicated, according to ancient 
form and usage." 

Whereupon the Grand Master requests all to retire but 
such as are Master )Iasons. A procession is then formed in 
the following order, viz.: 

Orand Sword Bearer. 
A PRRt ~ll\Ster, with a Light. 

A Past Master, with Bible, Square and Compass, on a 
Velvet Cushion. 

Two Pl\St l\I:Ulters, each with a Light. 
Orand Se('reta!"y and Treasurer, with Emblems. 

Grand Junior Wardpn, with Pilcher of Corn. 
Gran(l Senior Warden, with Pitcher of Wine. 

Deputy Grand l\laster, with Pitcher of Oil. 
Grulld Master. 

Two Stewards, with Rods. 

All the other brethren keep their places: and assist in per
forming an ode, which continues during the P"ocC8sion, 
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excepting only at t,he intervals of dedication. The Lodge is 
uncovered, and the first procession being made round it, the 
Junior Grand Warden presents the pitcher of corn to the 
Grand 1\laster, who pours it out upon the Lodge, at the same 
time pronouncing, "In the name of the great Jehovah, to 
whom be all honor and glory, I do solemnly dedicate this 
han to 1\IASONBY." The !pand honors are !Jiven. 

The following is a description of the Public Grand Honors: The arms 
are crossed OTer the breast, the left a1'Dl ul'pe1'Dlost. The palms are then 
struck smartly together, OTer the head, tbe eyes glancing upward. 
Lastly, the hands are brought down, open, and struck upon the thighs 
(see J/ad'1l" .Lt:mOfl)j thus the Grand Honors are given in full. This 
is to be repeated three times. 

The second procession is then made round the Lodge, and 
Grand Senior Warden presents the pitcber of wine to the Grand 
1\laster, who sprinkles it upon the Lodge, at the same time 
saying, "In the name of tbe holy 8aint John, I do solemnly 
dedicate this hall to VIRTUE." The !pand hQflQr. are twice 
repeated. 

The third procession is then made round the Lodge, and 
the Dcputy Grand Master presents the pitcher of oil to the 
Grand !laster, who sprinkles it upon the Lodge, saying, " In 
the name of the whole Fraternity, I do solemnly dedicate this 
han to UNIVERSAL BENEVOLENCE." The !pand honor. are 
thrice repeated. 

A solemn invocation is made to Heaven, by the Grand 
Chaplain, and an anthem sung j after which the Lodge is 
covered, and the Grand Master retires to his chair. An ora
tion is then delivered, and the ceremonies l.onclude with 
music. The Grand Lodge is then closed in ample form, in . 
the several degrees. 

Commencing with the highut. The more frequent usage is, to close 
the three Lodges by a single order. 
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THE FIFTH SECTION. 

THE CERElIONY USED AT FUNERALS, ACOORDING TO ANCIENT 

CUSTOM; WITH THE SERVICE USED ON THE OCCASION. 

No Mason can be interrcd with the formalities of the Order, 
unless it be by his own special request, communicated to the 
Master of the Lodge of which he died a member, foreigners 
and sojourners except'ld; nor unless he has been advanced to 
the third dcgree of :a-Iasonry; and froQl this restriction there 
can be no exception. Fellow·crafts, or Apprentices, are. not 
.entitled to funeral obsequies, nor to attend the Masonic pro
cession on such occasion. 

This rule has been, until lately, shamefully violated, by the admission 
of Fellow-crafts, and even Entered Apprentire8 into the ranks. 

The Master of a Lodge, having received notice of a !Iaster 
Mason's death, and of his requesL to be interred with the ccr
emonies of tho Order, fix!!s the day and hour for the funeral, 
and issues his command to summon the Lodge. 

A custom prevails in many Lodges of keeping a " Book of Memory," 
in which those who desire Masonic honors after death record their 
wishes. It is worthy of general adoption. 

He may invite as many Lodges as he thinks proper, and 
the members of those Lodges may accompany their officers in 
form; but the whole ceremony must be under the direction of 
the Master of the Lodge to which the deceased belonged, and 
be and his officers must be duly honored, and cheerfully 
obeyed on the occasion.* But in case the deceased was not a 
member of eithcr of the attending Lodges, the procession 
and ceremony must be under the direction of the Master of 
the oldest Lodge . 

• Except when the Grand or Deputy Grand Master is present and 
exercise. his authority. 
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All the brethren who walk in procession should observe, as 
much as possible, an uniformity in their dress. Decent 
mourning, with white stockings, glove!!, and aprons, is most 
suitable. 

THE FUNERAL SERVICE. 

The brethren being assembled at the Lodge room (or some 
other~convenient place), the presiding Master opens the Lodge, 
in the third degree, with the usual forms j and having stated 
the purpose of the meeting, the service begins: 

Malter. "What man is he that liveth, and sha)) not see 
death? sha)) he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave?" 

Response. "Man walketh in a vain shadow j he heapeth up 
riches, and can not tell who shall gather them." 

Master. "When he dicth, he shall carry nothing away j 

his glory shall not descend after him." 
Response. "Naked he came into the world, and naked he 

must return." 
Mastn'. "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away j 

bless('d be the name of the Lord! " 
The grand honors arc then given, and certain forms used, 

which can not be here explained. 
The Master then taking the SACRED ROLL in' his hand, 

says, 

TbiB is 8imply a 8heet of parchment or paper. 

" Let us die the death of the righteous, and let our last end 
be like his." 

The brethren answer, 
"God is our God for ever and ever j he will be our guide 

even unto death) " 
The Master then records the name and age of the deceased 

upon tile roll, and says, . 
"Almighty Fathei,! into thy hands we oommend the Boul 

of our loving brother." 
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The brethren answer three times (giving the grand honors 
each time), 

"The will of God is accomplished I Amen I so mote 
iibe." 

The Master then deposits the roll in the archives, and reo 
peats the following prayer: 

" Most glorious God I author of all good, and giver of all 
mercy I pour down thy blessings upon us, and strengthen our 
801emn engagements with the ties of sincere a1rection I May 
the present instance of mortality remind us of our approach
ing fate, and draw our attention toward Thee, the only refuge 
in time of need I that when the awful moment shall arrive, 
that we are about to quit this transitory scene, the enlivening 
prospect of Thy mercy may dispel the gloom of death; and 
after our departure hence in peace and in Thy favor, we may 
be received into Thine everlasting kingdom, to enjoy, in 
union with the souls of our departed friends, the just reward 
of a pious anll virtuous life. Amm." 

A proce88ion is then formed, which moves to the house of 
the deceased, and from thence to the place of interment. 
The di1rerent Lodges rank according to seniority, excepting 
that the Lodge, of which the deceased was a member, walks 
nearest the corpse. Each Lodge forms one division, and the 
following order is observed: 

ORDER 01' PROCESSION A.T A. FUNERAL. 

Tyler, with a Drawn Sword. 
Stewarda, with white Rods. 

Musician. (if they are Masons, otherwise they follow the Tyler). 
Master Muone. 

Senior and Junior Deacon&. 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

Senior and Junior Warden •• 
Put Masters. 

The Holy Writings, on a Cushion covered with Black Cloth, carried by 
the oldest member of the Lodge. 
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The Master. 

Clergy. 

The Body, 

with the insignia placed thereon, 

and two Swordll croned. 

Pall Bearen. Pall Bearen. 

The brethren are not to desert their ranks, or change places, 
but keep in their different departments. When the procession 
arrives at the church.yard, the members of the Lodge form a 
circle round the grave, and the clergyman and officers of the 
acting Lodge taking their station at the head of the grave, 
and the mourners at the foot, the service is resumed, and the 
following exhortation given: 

" Here \1"e view a striking instance of the uncertainty of 
life, and the vanity of all human pursuits. The last offices 
paid to the dead are only useful as lectures to the living: 
from them we are to derive instruction, and consider every 
solemnity of this kind as a summons to prepare for our 'ap
proaching dissolution. 

" Notwithstanding the various mementoes of mortality with 
which we daily meet, notwithstanding death has established 
his empire over all the works of nature, yet, through some 
unaccountable infatuation, we forget that we are born to die. 
We go on from one design to anoth(lr, add hope to hope, and 
layout plans for the employment of many years, till we are 
luddenly alarmed with the approach of death, when we least 
expect him, and at an hour which we probably conclude to be 
'the meridian of our existence. 
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II What are all the externals of majesty, the pride of wealth, 
or charms of bcauty, when nature has pnid her just debt? 
Fix your eycs on thc last scene, and view life stript of her 
ornaments, and exposed in her natural meanness; you will 
then be convinced of the futility of those empty delusions. 
In the gravc, all fallacies are detccted, all ranks are leveled, 
and all distinctions are done away. 

II While we drop the sympathctic tear over the grave of our 
deccased friend, let charity inclinc us to throw a veil over his 
foiblcs, whatever thcy may havc been, and not withhold from 
his memory the praise that his virtues may have claimed. 
Suffer the apologies of human nature to plead in his behalf. 
Perfection on earth has never been attained; the wisest, as 
well as the best of men, have erred. 

II Let the present example excite our most serious thoughts, 
and strengthen our resolutions of amendment. As life is 
uncertain, and all earthly pursuits are vain, let us no longer 
postpone the important concern of preparing for eternity; but 
embrace the happy moment, while time and opportunity offcr, 
to provide against thc great changc, when all the pleasures of 
this world shall cease to delight, and the reflections of a vir
tuous life yield t.he only comfort and consolation. Thus our 
expectations will not be frustrated, nor we hurried unprepared 
into the presence of an all-wisc and powerful Judge, to whom 
the secrets of all hearts are known. 

" Let us, while in this state of existence, support with pro
priety the character of our profession, advert to the nature of 
our solemn ties, and pursue with assiduity the sacred tenets 'Of 
our Order: Then, with becoming reverence, let us supplicate 
the Divine grace, to ensure the favor of that eternal Being, 
whose goodness and power know no bound; that when the 
awful moment arrives, be it soon or latc, we may be enabled 
to prosecute our journey, without dread or apprehension, to 
that far distant country whence no traveler returns." 
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The following invocations are then made by the Master: 
Mallter. May we be true and faithful j and may we live 

and die in love I 
Answer. So mote it be. 
Maller. 1\lay we profess what is good, and always act 

agreeably to our profession I 
An.wer. So mote it be. 
Master. 1\lay the Lord bless us, and prosper us j and may 

all our good intentions be crowned with success I 
AlIBtOer. So mote it be. 
Malter. Glory be to God on high I on earth peace! good 

will toward men I 
Answer. So mote it be, now, from henceforth, and for

evermore. 
The brethren then move in procession round the place of 

interment, and severally drop a sprig of evergreen into the 
grave, accompanied with the usual honors. 

The Master then concludes the ceremony at the grave, in 
the following words: 

"From time immemorial it has been a custom among the 
fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, at the request of a 
Brother, to accompany his corpse to the place of interment, 
and there to deposit his remains with the usual formalities. 

"In conformity to this usage, and at the special request of 
our deceased Brother, whose memory we revere, and whose loss 
we now deplore, we have assembled in the character of Masons, 
to resign his body to the earth whence it came, and to offer up 
to his memory, before the world, the last tribute of our affec
tion j thereby demonstrating the sincer.ity of our past esteem, 
and our steady attachment to the principles of the Order. 

"The great Creator having been pleased, out of his mercy, 
to remove our Brother from the cares and troubles of a tran
aitory existence, to a state of eternal duration, and thereby to 
weaken the chain by which we are united, man to man j may 
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we, who survive him, anticipate our approaching fate, and be 
more strongly cemented in the ties of union and friendship i 
that, during the short space allotted to our presept existence, 
we may wisely and usefully employ our time; and, in the 
reciprocal intercourse of kind and friendly acts, mutually pro
mote the welfare and happiness of each other. 

"Unto the grave we resign the body of our deceased friend, 
there to remain until the general resurrection; in favorable 
expectation that his immortal soul may then partake of joys 
which have been prepared for the righteous front the beginning 
of the world. And may Almighty God, of his infinite good
ness, at the grand tribunal of unbiased justice, extend his 
mercy toward him, and all of us, and crown our hope with 
'everlasting bliss in the expanded realms of a boundless eter
nity! This we beg, for the honor of his name; to whom be 
glory, now and for ever. Amen." 

Thus the service ends, and the procession returns in form 
to the place whence it set out, where the necessary duties are 
complied with, and the business of l\fasonry is renewed. The 
insignia and ornamenf.s of the deceased, if an officer of the 
Lodge, are returned to the l\'laster, with the usual ceremonies, 
after which the charges for regulating the conduct of the breth
ren are rehearsed, and the Lodge is closed in the third degree. 

NOTE8.-If the Past or Presl'nt Grand Moster should join the proces
lion of a private Lodge, or a Deputy Grand Moster, or a Grand Worden, 
a proper attention is to be paid to them. Tiley take place after the 
Master of the Lodge. Two Deacons with black rods, are appointed by 
the Master to attend a Grand Warden; and when the Grand Moster is 
present, or Deputy Grand Master, the Book of Constitutions is borne 
before him, a Sword Bearer follows him, and the Deacons, with black 
rods, are placed on hill right and left, at an angular distance of seven feet. 

Marshals are to walk, or ride, on the left of the proceseion. 
On entering public buildings, the Bible, Square and Compass, Book of 

Constitutions, etc., are placed before the Grand Master. The Grand Mar
shal and Grand Deacons keep near him. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
REMARKS ON THE SIXTH, OR MOST EXCELLENT MASTER'S 

DEGREE. 

None but the meritorious and praiseworthy; none but those 
who through diligE'ncc and industry have advanced far toward 
perfection; none but thosc who have been ~eated in the Ori
ental Ohair, by the unanimous 8ufibges of their brethren, 
can be admitted to this degree of :l\Iasonry. 

The regular officers of a Most Excellent Master'8 Lodgo are t. 
1. HOil Excellent Muter. 2. Moat Excellent Senior WardeD. • .. 
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In its original establishment, when the Temple of Jeru
salem was finished, and the fraternity celebrated the cap-stone 
with great joy, it is demonstrable that none but those who 
had proved themselves to be complete masters of their pro
fession were admitted to this honor; and indeed the duties 
incumbent on every Mallon who is accepted and acknowledged 
as a Most Excellent Master, are such as render it indispen
sable that he should have a perfect knowledge of all the pre
ceding degrees. 

One of the following passages of Scripture is rehearsed at 
opening, accompanied by solemn ceremonies: 

The earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof; the 
world, and they that dwell therein. For he hath founded it 
upon the seas, and established it upon the floods. Who shall 
ascend into the hill of the Lord? and who shan stand in his 
holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; 
who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceit
fully. He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and 
righteousness from the God of his salvation. This is the 
generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, 0 Jacob. 
Selah. Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates, and be ye lifted up, 
ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of Glory? The I .. ord. strong and mighty, 
the Lord, mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates, 
even lift them up. ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory 
shall come in. Who is this King of Glory? The Lord of 
Hosts, he is the King of Glory. Selah.-Psalm xxiv. 

I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the 
house of the Lord. Our feet shan stand within thy gates, 
o Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact 
together; whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 
unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of 
.. he Lord. For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones 
of the house of David.: 
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Pray for the peace of Jerusalem i they shall prosper that 
love thee. Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within 
thy palaces. For my brethren and companioDs' sakes, I will 
DOW say, Peace be within thee. Because of the house of the 
Lord our God, I will seek thy good.-Paalm cxxii. 

In the original editions the following Ode occurs in the Appendix. It 
is set in this place Cor the greater convenience of use. 

14 
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Passages of Scripture from 2 ehrou. vi: are also introduced 
with solemn ceremonies. 

The whole of this chapter, or extracts from it, is used by tbe Master 
at discretion. As every Lodge is pro\'ided with a copy of the Holy 
Scriptures as an essential part of its furniture, we have thought proper 
to omit the lengthy passages, and use the space for other matter not 80 

easily available to the Craft.. 

Now, when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire 
came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt-offering and 
the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the house. 
And the priests could not enter into the house of the Lord, 
because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord's house. 

And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire came 
down, and the glory of the Lord upon the house, they bowed 
themselves with their faces to the ground upon the pavement, 
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and worshiped, and praised the Lord, saying, For he is good j 
for his mercy endureth forever .-2. Chr. vii.: 1-4. 

CHARGE TO RE DELIVERED TO A BROTHER WHO IS ACCEPTED 

AYD ACKNOWLEDGED AS A )lOST EXOELLENT MASTER. 

BROTHER :-Your admittance to this degree of :Masonry, is 
a proof of the good opinion the brethren of this Lodge enter
tain of yonr ~lasonic abilities. Let this consideration induce 
you to be careflll of forfeiting, by misconduct or inattention 
to our rules, that esteem which has raised you to the rank you 
DOW poss ess. 

"It is one of your great duties, as a Most Excellent Master, 
to dispense light and truth to the uninformed Mason j and I 
Deed not remind you of the impossibility of complying with 
this obligation without possessing an accurate acquaintance 
with the lectures of each degree. 

"If you are not already completely conversant in all the 
degrees heretofore conferre d on you, remember, that an indul
gence, prompted by a belief that you will apply yourself with 
double diligence to make yourself 80, has induced the breth-
ren to accept you. . 

"Let it the,Jforll b3 your unremitting study to acquire 
such a degree of knowledge and information as shall enable 
you to discharge with propriety the various duties incumbent 
on you, and to preserve unsullied the title now conferred 
,-.on you of a Most Excellent Master." 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE SEVENTH, OR DEGDE OF ROYAL ARCH 

MASON. 

This degree is indescribably more august, sublime, and im
portant, than all which precede it; and it is the sllmmit and 
perfection of Ancient Masonry. It impresses on our minds 
& belief of the being and existence of a Supreme Deity, with
out beginning of days or end of years: and reminds us of 
the reverence due to his holy name. 

13 
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This degree brings to light many essentials of the Craft; 
which were for the space of four hundred and seventy years 
buried in darkness; and without a knowledge of which the 
Masonic character can not be complete. 

The following passage of Scripture is read at the opening: 
Now we command you, brethren, that ye withdraw your

selves from every brother that walketh disorderly, alld not 
after the tradition which ye received of us. For yourselves 
know how ye ought to follow us, for we behaved not ourselves 
disorderly among you. Neither did we eat any man's bread 
for nought, but wrought with labor and travail night and day, 
that we might not be ehargeable to any of you. Not because 
we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto 
you to follow us. For even when we were with you, this we 
commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should 
he eat: For we hear that there are some which walk among 
you disorderly, working not at all, but are busy-bodies. Now 
them that are such, we command and exhort, that with quiet
ness they work, and eat their own bread. But ye, brethren, 
be ye not weary in well doing. And if any man obey not our 
word, note that man, and have no company with him, that he 
may be ashamed. Yet eount him not as an enemy, but ad
monish him as a brother. Now the Lord of peace himself 
give you peace always, by all means. The salutations of Paul, 
with mine own hand; which is the token: so I write.-2. Tha. 
iii: 6-17. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE SEVENTH LECTURE. 

The lecture of ~his degree is divided into two sections, and 
should be well understood by every Royal Arch 1\lason. Upon 
an accurate acquaintance with it, will depend his usefulness 
at our assemblies; and without it, he will be unqualified to 
perform the duties of the various stations in which his servi
ces may be required by the Chapter. 
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THE FIRST SECTION. 

The first section opens to our view a large field for contem
plation and study. It furnishes us with many interesting 
particulars relative to the state of the fraternity, during and 
since the reign of King Solomon; and illustrates the causes 
and consequences ohome very important events which occur
red during his reign. 

This section explains the mode of government in this class 
of Masons: it designates the appellation, number, and situa
tion, of the several officers; and points out the purposes and 
duties of their rcspective stations. 

THE SECOND SECTION. 
This section contains much valuable historical information, 

and proves, beyond the power of contradiction, and in the 
most striking colors, that prosperity and happiness are ever 
the ultimate consequences of virtue and justice, while dis
grace and ruin invariably follow the practices of vice and 
immorality. 

A proper arrangement of the following charges, etc., is 
essentially necessary to be observed in every Chapter; and 
their application should be familiar to every Royal Arch 
Mason. 

I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will 
lead them in paths that they have not known; I will make 
darkness light before them, and crooked things straight: 
These things will I do unto them, and will not forsake them. 
-Ilaiah, xlii., 16. 
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PRAYER REHEARSED DURING THE CEREMONY OF EXALTATION 

TO THE DEGREE OF ROYAL ARCH MABON. 

"Supreme Architect of Universal Nature, who, by thine 
almighty word, didst speak into being the stupendous Arch of 
Heaven, and for the instruction and pleasure of thy rational 
creatures, didst adorn us with greater and lesser lights j there
by magnifying Thy power, and endearing Thy goodness unto 
the sons of men: we humbly adore ancl worship thine un
speakable perfection. We bless Thee that when man had 
fallen from his innocence and his happiness, Thou didst still 
leave unto him the powers of reasoning, and capacity of im
provement and of pleasure. We thank Thee that amid the 
pains and calamities of .our present state, 80 many means of 
refreshment and satisfaction are reserved unto us, while trav
eling the rugged path of life. Especially would we at this 
time render Thee our thanksgiving and praise for the institu
tiOD, .. members of which we are at thil time asaembled, and 
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for all the pleasures we have derived from it. We than k Thee 
that the few here assembled before Thee, have been favored 
with new inducements, and laid under new and stronger obli
gations, to virtue and holiness. May these obligation, 0 
blessed Fatber, have their full effect upon us. Teach us, we 
pray Thee, the true reverence of Thy great, mighty and terri
ble na~e. . Inspire us with a firm and unshaken resolution 
in our virtuous pursuits. Give us grace diligently to search 
Thy word in the Book of Natnre, wherein the duties of our 
high vocation are inculcated with divine authority. May the 
solemnity of the ceremonies of our institution be duly im
pressed on our minds, and have a lasting and happy effect 
upon our lives. Oh Thou who. didst aforctime appear unto 
Thy servant Moees ill a flame of fire out of the mid.t of a 
""'h, enkindle, we beseech Thee, in each of our hearts, a 
flame of devotion to Thee, of love to each ot.her, and of char
ity to all mankind. Mayall Thy miracles and f"ight!l1Dtn·'" 
fill us with the dread, and Thy goodness impress us with the 
love, of Thy holy name. May holineu to the Lord be engra
ven on all our tholfghts, words and actions. ?tIay the incense 
of piety ascend continually unto Thee from the altar of our 
hearts, and burn, day and night, as a sacrifice of a sweet 
smelling savor, well-pleasing unto Thee. And since sin has 
destroyed within us the first temple of purity and innocence, 
may Thy heavenly grace guide and assist us in rebuilding a 
IeC07Id temple of reformation, and may the glory of this latter 
house be greater than the glory of the former. .Amen." 

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the 
priest of ~lidian; and he led the flock to the backside of the 
desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb. 
And the angel of the J .. ord appeared unto bim in a flame of 
fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, 
the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. 
And Moses 8Ilid, I will now turn aside, and see this great 

/' 

Digitized by Google 



.. 

166 ROYAL ARCH. 

sight, why the bush is not burned. And when the Lord saw 
that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the 
midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses I And he said, 
Here am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither : put off thy 
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is 
holy ground. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, 
the God of A braham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 
And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God. 
-Exodm iii: 1-6 . 

Zedekiah was one-and-twenty years old when he began to • 
reign, and reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And he did 
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord his God, and 
humbled not himself before Jeremiah the prophet, speaking 
from the mouth of the Lord. And he also rebelled against 
King Nebuchadnezzar, and stiffened his neck, and hardened 
his heart from turning unto the Lord God of Israel. 

Moreover all the chiefs of the priests and ,the people tran8-
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gressed very much, after all the abominations of the heathen, 
and polluted the house of the Lord, whioh he had hallowed 
in Jerusalem. And the Lord God of their fathers sent to 
them by his messengers; because he had oompassion on hi. 
people, and on his dwelling-place. But they mocklld the 
messengers of God, and despised his words, and misllSed his 
prophets, until the wrath oj the Lord arose against his people, 
till there was no remedy. Therefore he brought upon them 
the king of the Chaldees, who slew their young men with the 
sword, in the house of their sanctuary, and had no oompassion 
upon young men or maiden, old men, or him that stooped for 
age: he gave them all into his hand. And all the vessels of the 
house of God, great and small, and the treal!url'S of the house of 
the Lord, and the treasures of the king, and of his princes; all 
these he brought to Babylon. And they burnt the house of 
God, and brafc down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the 
palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels 
thereof. And them that had escaped from the sword, car
ried he away to Babylon: where they were servants to him 
and his sons, until the reign of the kingdom of Persia~-
2 ,Chron. xxxvi: 11-20. 
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Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, the Lord 
stirred up the spirit of' Cyrus, king of Persia, that he made a 
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, Dnd put it also in 
writing. saying, Thus saitb Cyrus, kinp; of Persia, The Lord 
God of Heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth, 
and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. 

PROCLAMATION OF CYRUS. 

WHO IS THERE AMONG YOU OF ALL HIS PEO

PLE? HIS GOD BE WITH HI1\l, AND LET HIM GO UP 

TO JERUSALEM WHICH IS IN JUDAH, AND BUILD 

TH}O~ HOUSE OF THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, HE IS 
THE GOD, WHICH IS IN JERUSALE~I.-Ezra i: 1-3. 

And Moses snid unto God, Behold, when I come unto the 
children of Israel, and shall Eay unto them, The God of your 
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fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, 
What is his name? what shall I ~ay unto them? 

And God said unto ?tloses, I AM THAT I AM: And thus shalt 
thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto 
you.-Exodlfs, iii: 13-14:. 

Lord, I cry unto Thee: make haste unto me: give ear unto 
my voice. Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense, 
and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. Set 
a watch, 0 Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my 
lips. Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practice 
wicked works with men that work iniquity. Let the right
eous smite me, it shall be a kindness; and let him reprove 
me, it shall be un excellent oil. 1\1ine eyes are unto Thee, 0 
God the J~ord: in Thee is my trust; leave not my soul desti
tute. Keep me from the snares which they have laid for me, 
and the gins of the workers of iniquity. Let the wicked fllll 
into their own nets, whilst that I withal esenpe.-Pllalm, cdi. 

I cried unto the Lord with my voice; with my v~ice unto 
the Lord did I make my supplication. I poured out my 
complaint before him: I showed before him my trouble. 
When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then Thou 
knewest my path: in the way wherein I walked have they 
privily laid a snare for me. [looked on my right hllnd, and 
beheld, but there was no man that would know me: refuge 
failed me: no man eared for my soul. I cried unto Thee, 0 
Lord: I said, Thou art my refuge, and my portion in the 
land of the living. Attend unto my cry; for I am brought 
very low: deliver me from my persecutors; for they are 
stronger than I. Bring my soul out of darkness, that I may 
praise Thy name.-Psalm exlii. 

Hear my prayer, 0 Lord; give ear to my supplications: in 
Thy faithfulness answer me, and in Thy righteousness. And 
enter not into judgment with Thy servant: for in Thy sight 
shall DO man living be justified. For the enemy hath perse-
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cuted my soul j he hath smitten my life down to the ground: 
he hath made me to dwell in darkness. Therefore is my spirit 
overwhelmed with me: my heart within me is desolate. Hear 
me speedily, 0 Lord j my spirit faileth: hide not Thy face 
from me, lest I be like unto them that go down into the pit. 
Cause me to hear Thy loving kindness in the morning j for 
in Thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I 
should walk j for I lift up my soul unto Thee. Teach me to 
do Thy will j for Thou art my God: bring my soul out of 
trouble, and of- Thy mercy cut oft' mine enemies, for I am Thy 
servant.-Paalm c:r.liiL 

And Moses answered and said, But behold, they will not 
believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The 
Lord hath not appeared unto thee. And the Lord said unto 
him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. 
And he said, Cast it on the ground; and he cast it on the 
ground, and it became a serpent j and Moses fled from before 
it. And the Lord said unto 1\loses, Put forth thine hand, 
and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand and 
caught it, and it became a rod in his hand. That they may 
believe that the Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abra
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared 
unto thee. 

And the Lord said furthermore unto him, Put now thine 
hand into thy bosom; and he put his hand into his bosom: 
and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as 
snow. And He said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again: 
and he put his hand into his bosom again, and plucked it out 
of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other 
flesh. And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, 
neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will 
believe the voice of the latter sign. 

And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these 
two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take 
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of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and 
the water which thou takellt out of the river, shall become 
blood upon the dry land.-&OdlUl, iv: 1-10. 

In the seventh month, in the one-and-twentieth day of the 
month, came the word of the Lord by the prophet Haggai, 
saying, Speak now to Zerubbabel the sou of Shealtiel, gov
ernor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high 
priest, and to the residue of the people, saying, Who is left 
among you that ssw this house in her first glory? and how 
do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as 
nothing? Yet now be strong, 0 Zerubbabel, and be strong, 
o J oshna, son of J osedech the high priest, and be strong all 
ye people of the land, and work i for I am with you, according 
to the word which I covenanted with you when ye came out of 
Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not. For 
thus saith the Lord of hosts, Yet once, it is a little while, and 
I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the 
dry land: and I will shake all nations, and the desire of all 
nations shall come, and I will fill this house with glory. The 
silver is mine, aud the gold is mine. The glory of this latter 
house shall be greater than of the former, and in this place 
will I give peace. 

In that day will I take thee, 0 Zerubbabel, my senant, 
the son of Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and will make thee as a 
signet: for I have chosen thee.-Haggai ii: 1-9, 23. 
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This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, 
Not by might nor power, but by my spirit. Who art thou, 
o great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a 
plain, and he shall bring forth the head etone thereof with 
shouting, crying Grae,e, grace, unto it. Moreover the word 
of the Lord came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel 
have laid the foundation of this house, his hands shall also 
finish it; and thou shalt know that the Lord of Hosts hath 
sent me unto you. For who hath despised the day of small 
things? for they shall rejoice, and shall sce the plummet in 
the hands of Zerubbabel with those seven.-Zachariah iv: 
6-10. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was Gcd. The same was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made by him; and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in dark
ness, and the darkness eomprehendeth it not.-John i: 1-5. 

And it came to pass when Moses had made an end of 
writing thc words of this law in a book, until they were 
finished, that Mcses commanded the Levitcs which bare the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord, saying, Take this book of 
the law, and put it in the side of thc ark of the covenant of 
the Lord your God, that it may be there for a witness against 
thee.-Deut. xxxi: 24-26. 

And thou shalt put the Mercy Seat above, upon the ark j 
and in the ark thou \halt put the testimony that I shall give 
thee.-.&odu. xxv: 21. 

And ~Ioses said, This is the thing which the Lord com
mandeth, Fill an omer of the manna, to be kept for your 
generatlons: that they may see the bread wherewith I have 
fed you in the wildcrnes!l, when I brought you forth from the 
land of Egypt. And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot and 
put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the 
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Lord, to be kept for your generations. As the Lord com
manded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the testimony to be 
kept.-Exodra xvi: 32-34. 

And the Lord said unto MOBes, Bring Aaron's rod again 
before the testimony, to be kept for a token.-Number. xvii : 
10. 

For there was a tabernacle made i the first, wherein was the 
candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread j which is called 
The Sanctuary. And after the vails, the tabernacle, which is 
called The Holiest of all i which had a golden censer, and 
the ru:k of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, where
in was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that 
budded, and the tables of the covenant i and over it the cher
ubims of glory, shadowing the mercy seat i of which we can 
not now speak particularly.-Hebrew. ix: 2-5. 

In that day will I raise- up the tabernacle of David that is 
fallen, and close up the breaches thereof, and I will raise up 
his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old.-Amos 
ix: 11. 

, 

Digitized by Google 



• • • 
• • 

• • • 

A AA 

Digitized by Google 



176 ROYAL ARCH. 

And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I-am the 
Lord: And I appe:tred unt~ Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto 
Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my name 
JEHOVAH was I not known to them.-Exodm vi: 2,3. 

The following particulars, relative to King Solomon's 
Temple, may with propriety be here introduced, and can not 
be uninteresting to a Royal Arch 1\Iason: 

This famous fabric was situated on Mount l\Ioriah, near the 
place where Abraham was about to offer up his son Isaac, and 
where David met and appeased the destroying angel. It was 
begun in the fourth year of the reign of Solomon; the third 
after the death of David; four hundred and eighty years after 
the passage of the Red Sea, and on the second day of the 
month Zif, being the second month of the sacred year, which 
answers to the twenty-first of April. in the year of the world 
2992, and was carried on with such prodigious speed, that it 
was finished, in all its parts, in little more than seven years. 

By the Masonic art, and the wise regulations of Solomon, 
every part of the building, whether of stone, brick, timber or 
metal, was wrought and prepared before it was brought to 
Jerusalem; so that the only tools made use of in erect.ing the 
fabric were wooden instruments prepared for that purpose. 
The noise of the axe, the hammer, and. every other tool of 
metal, was confined to the forests of Lebanon, where the timber 
was procured, and to Mount Libanus, and the plains and 
quarries of Zeredatha, where the stones were raised, squared, 
marked and numbered; that nothing might be heard among 
the !tlasons at Jerusalem, but harmony and peace. 

In the year of the world 3029, King Solomon died, and 
was succeeded by his son Rehoboam, who, immediately after 
the death of his father, went down to Shechem, where the 
chiefs of the people wcre met together to proclaim him king. 

When Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who was in Egypt, 
whither he had fled from the presence of Solomon, and whose 
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ambitiotl.had long aspired to the throne, heard of the death 
of the king, he hastened to return from Egypt, to put himself 
at the head of the discontented tribes, and lead them on to 
rebellion. He accordingly assembled them together, and 
came to King Rehoboam, and spake to him after this manner: 

Thy father made our yoke grievous; now, therefore, ease 
thou somewhat the grievous servitude of thy father, and his 
heavy yoke that he put upon us, and we will serve thee. And 
he said unto them, Come again unto me after three days. 
And the people departed. And King Rehoboam took counsel 
with the old men that had stood before Solomon his father 
while he yet lived, saying, What counsel give ye me, to 
return answer to this people? And they spake unto him, 
saying, If thou be kind to this people, and please them, and 
speak good words to them, they will be thy servants for ever. 
But he forsook the counsel which the old men gave him, and 
took counsel with the young men that were brought up with 
him, that stood before him. And he said unto them, What 
advice give ye, that we may return answer to this people, 
which have spoken to me, saying, Ease somewhat the yoke 
that thy father did put upon us? And the young men that 
were brought up with him spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt 
thou answer the people that spake unto thee, saying, Thy 
rather made our yoke heavy, but make thou it somewhat 
lighter for us; thus shalt thou say unto them, My little finger 
shall be thicker than my father's loins. For, whereas my 
father put a heavy yoke upon you, I will put more to your. 
yoke: my rather chastised you with whips, but I will chastise 
you with scorpions. So Jeroboam and all the people came to 
Rehoboam on the third day, as the king bade, saying, come 
again to me on the third day. And the king answered them 
roughly; and King Rehoboam forsook the counsel of the old 
men; and answered them after the advice of the young men, 
aaying, My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add 
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thereto j my father chat'tised you with whips, but I will chas
tise you with scorpions. And whcn all Israel saw that the 
king would not hearken unto them, the people answered the 
king, saying, What portion have we in David? and we have 
none ioheritance in the son of Jesse: every man to your 
tents,O Israel: and now, David, see to thine own house. So 
all brael went to their tents.-2 Chron.. x. 

But as for the children of Israel that dwelt in the cities of' 
Judah and Benjamin, Rehoboam reigoed over them. 

In this manner were the tribes of Israel divided, and under 
two distinct governments, for two hundred and fifty-four 
years, when the ten revolted tribes, having become weak and 
degenerated, by following the wickedness and idolatry of the 
kings who governed them, fell a prey to Salmanezer, king of 
Assyria, who in the reigo of Hoshea, king of Israel, besieged 
the city of Samaria, laid their country wa.'1te, and utterly 
extirpated their ~overnment. Such was the wretched fate of 
a people who disdained subjection to the laws of the house of 
David, and whose impiety and effeminacy ended in their 
destruction. -

After a series of chaoges and even-ts, of which an account 
may be found in the history of the Temple, Nebuchadnezzar, 
kiog of Babylon, with his forces, took possession of Jeru
salem, and having made captive Jehoiachim the kingof Judah, 
elevated his uncle Zedekiah to the throne, after binding him 
by a solemn oath, neither to make innovations in the govern
ment, nor to take part with the Egyptians in their wars 
against Babylon. 

At the end of eight years Zedekiah violated his oath to 
Nebuchadnezzar, by forming a treaty offensive and defensive 
with the E!?yptians j thinking that jointly they could subdue 
the king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar immediately marched, 
and ravaged Zedekiah's country, seized his castle and fortress, 
&Ild proceeded to the siege of J eruaalem. Pharaoh, learAiag 
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how Zedekiah was pressed, advanced to his relief, with a view 
of raising the sicge. Nebuchadnezzar, having intimation 
thereof, would not wait his approach, but proceeded to give 
him battle, and in one contest drove him out of Syria. This 
circumstance suspended the siege. 

In the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign, the king of Baby
lon again besieged Jerusalem, with a large army, and for a 
year and a half exerted all his strength to conquer it; but the 
city did not yield, though enfcebled by famine and pestilence. 

In the eleventh year the siege went on vigorously; the 
Babylonians completed their works, having raised towers all 
round the city, so as to drive the invaded party from its walls. 
The place, though a prey to plague and famine, was obstin
ately defended during the space of a year and a half. But at 
length, want of provisions and forces compclled its surrender, 
and it was accordingly delivered, at midnight, to the officers 
of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Zedekiah, seeing the troops entcr the Temple, absconded by 
a narrow pass to the desert, with bis officers and friends: but 
advice of his escape being given to the Babylonians, they 
pursued them early in the morning, and surrounded them 
near Jericho, where they were bound, and carried before the 
king, who ordered his wives and children to be put to death 
in his sight; and then ordered Zedekiah's eyes to be put out, 
and himself conducted in chains to Babylon. 

After this victory, Nebuchadnczzar dispatched his principal 
officer, Nebuzaradan, to Jerusalem, to ransack and burn both 
palace and Temple, to raze the city to the ground, and con
duct the captive inhabitants to Babylon; tbis order be ac
cordingly executed. Among the captives were the following 
persons of eminence: Seraiah, the High Priest j Zephaniah, 
next in rank j the secretary to the kin,!; three principal keep
ers of the Temple j seven of the king's chosen friends, and 
other PCl'8ODI of distinOtiOD. 
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In the seventieth year of the captivity of the Jews, and the 
first of the reign of Cyrus, king of Persia, he issned his 
famous edict, purporting that the God adored by the Israelita 
was the eternal Being through whose bounty he enjoyed the 
regal dignity, and that he had found himself honorably men
tioned by the prophets of ancient date, as the person who 
should cause Jerusalem to be rebuilt, and restore the Hebrews 
to their former state of grandeur and independency j he, 
tllerefore, gave orders for the release of the captives, with his 
permission to return to their own native country, to rebuild 
the city, and the house of the Lord. 

The principal people of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
with the priests and Levites, immediately departed for Jeru
salem and commenced the undertaking j but many of the 
Jews determined to remain in Babylon rather than relinquish 
the possessions they had obtained in that city. 

CHARGE TO A NEWLY EXALTED COMPANION. 

"WORTHY COMPANION :-By the consent and assistance of 
the members of this Chapter, you are now exalted to tho sub
lime and honorable degree of a Royal Arch Mason. 

" Having attained this degree, you have arrived at the sum
mit and perfection of ancient Masonry; and are consequently 
entitled to a full explanation of the'mysteries of the Order. 

"The rites and mysteries developed in this degree have 
been handed down through a chosen few, unchanged by time, 
and uncontrolled by prejudice j and we expoct and trust, they 
will be regarded by you with the same veneration, and trans
mitted with the same scrupulous purity to your successors. 

" Noone can reflect on the ceremonies of gaining admis
sion into this place, without being forcibly struck with the 
important lessons which they teach. 

" Here we are necessarily led to contemplate with gratitude 
~nd admiration the sacred source from whenoe all earthly 
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comforts flow; here we find additional inducements to con
tinne s~adfast and immovable in the discharge of our respec
tive duties; and here we are bound, by the most solemn ties, 
to promote each others' welfare and correct each others' fail
ings, by advice, admonition and reproof. 

" As it is our most earnest desire, and a duty we owe to 
our Companions of this Order, ,that the admission of every -
candidate into this Chapter should be attended by the appro
bation of the most s9rutinizing eye, we hope always to possess 
the satisfaction of finding none among us, but such as will 
promote to the utmost of their power the great end of our 
institution. By paying due attention to this determination, 
'We expect you will never recommend any candidate to this 
Chap~r, whose abilities, and knowledge of the foregoing de
grees, you cannot freely vouch for, and whom you do not 
firmly and confidently believe, will fully conform to the princi
ples of our Order, and fulfill the obligations of a Royal Arch 
Mason. While such are our members, we may expect to be 
united in one object, without lukewarmness, inattention or 
neglect; and that zeal, fidelity, and affection, will be the dis
tinguishing characteristics of our society, and that satisfac
tion, harmony and peace be enjoyed at our meetings, which 
no other society ca,n afford." 

Digitized by Google 



182 ROYAL ABelL 

CLOSING. 

The Chapter is closcd with solemn ceremonies; and the 
following prllyer is rehearsed, by the )Jost Excellent High 
Priest: 

" By the WMom of the Supremo High Priest may we be di
rected. by his Slrroglh mny we be enabled, and by the Beauty 
of virtue may we be incited, to perform the obligations here 
enjoincd on us; to keep inviolably the mysteries here unfolded 
to us; and invnriably to practise all those duties out 0/ the 
Chapter, which are inculcated in it." 

Rup01lle: So mote it be. Amen. 

After thesc observntions, little more can be wanted to en
courage the zealous l\Jnson to persevcre in his researches. 
Whoever has trnced the Art in regular progression from the 
commencement of the first to the conclusion of the seventh 
degree, according to the plan here laid down, will have 
amassed an ample store of u!;cful learning: and must reflect 
with pleasure on the good effects of his past diligence and at
tention; while, by applying the whole to the generul advan
tage of society, he will observe method in the proper distribu
tion of what he has acquired, secure to himself the veneration 
of lJasons, and the approbation of all good men. 
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This Order, when conferred with solemn ceremony, as in 
Ohio and Kentucky, is truly grand and imposing j but in 
general it is only communicated in a convocation of three or 
more Past High Priests, and without ceremony. This is in 
accordance with a common practice in the .Ancient Ufld .Ac-

. ceptcd Rite, from which the Order was chiefly borrowed. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTHOOD. 

THIS Order appertains to the office of High Priest of a 
Itoyal ~rch Chapter, and no one can be legally entitled to 
receive it until he has been elected to sustain that office in 
some regular Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. 

The following passages of Scripture are made use of during 
the ceremonies appertaining to this Order, viz. : 

And they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in 
Sodom, and his goods, and departed. And there came one 
that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt 
in the plain. of l\Iamre the Amorite, brother of Eschol, and 
brother of Aner: and these were confederate with Abram. 
And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, 
he armed his trained Iilervants, born in his own house, three 
hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan. And 
he dividcd himself against them, he and his servants, by 
night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which 
is on the left hand of Dam~u!l. And he brought back all 
the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his 
goods, and the women also, nnd the people. And the king of 
Sodom went out to meet him (after his return from the 
alauibter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kiniS tha~ weN with 
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him), at the valley of Bhevah, which is the king's dale. An d 
Melchisedek, king of Salem, brought forth bread and wine: 
and he was the priest of the most high God. And he blessed 
him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, POf-

86ssor of heaven and earth: and blesssed be the most high 
God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hanc.!. 
And he gave him tithes of all. And the king of Sodom sai d 
unto Abraham, Give me the person8, and take the good8 t:> 
thyself. And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lifted 
up mine hand unto the Lord, the most high God, the PO!

sessor of heaven and earth, that I will not take from a threa 1 
even to a 8hoe-latchet, and that I will not take any thing thl t 
is thine, le8t thou 8houldest say, I have made Abram rich: 
Save only that which the young men have eaten, and th;) 
portion of the men which went with me, Aner, E8chol, 
and Mamre; let them take their portion. - Gene.u xiv: 
12-24. 

And the Lord 8pake unto M08e8, 8aying, "Speak unto 
Aaron, and unto hi8 80ns, 8aying, On this wi8e ye shall bless 
the children of Israel, 8aying unto them, The Lord bless thet', 
and keep thee; the Lord make his face 8hine upon thee, anu 
be gracious unto thee; the Lord lift up his countenance upou 
thee, and give thee peace.-Numbt!1·, vi: 22-26. 

For thi8 Melchisedek, king of Salem, prie8t of the most 
high God, who met Abraham returning from the 81aughter 0:" 

the king8, and bleBBed him; to whom also Abraham gave a 
tenth part of all; (first being, by interpretation, King oj 
Righteou8nes8, and after that al80 King of Salem, which is, 
King of Peace; without father, without mother, without 
descent, having neither beginJling of days nor end of life, 
but made like unto the Son of God); abideth a prie8t contin
ually. Now con8ider how great thi8 man was, unto whom 
even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the 8poils. 
ADd verily they that are of the 80nl of Levi, who receive the 
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office of the priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes 
of the people according to the law, that is, of their brethren, 
though they come out of the loins of Abraham.-Heb. vii: 1-5. 

For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ~ver, after the order 
of Melchisedek. 

And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made pricst. 
For those priests (under the Levitical law) were made with

out an oath; but this with an oath, by him that said unto 
him, The Lord sware, and will not repent, Thou art a Priest 
for ever, after the order of Melchisedek.-Heb. vii: 17-21. 

CEREMONIES AND CHARGES UPON CONSTITUTING AND 

DEDICATING A ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER AND 

INSTALLING ITS OFFICERS. 

In the original editions there is a historical account of Royal Arch 
Masonry of 2U pages inserted here, which seems to us unsuited to the 
place, and unnecessarily cumbersome to the volume. It is &herefore 
omitted. 

I. The Grand officers will meet at a convenient place, and 
open. 

II. The subordinate Chapter will meet in the outer courts 
of their hall, and form an avenue for the reoeption of the 
Grand officers. 

III. When formed, they will dispatch a committee to the 
place where the Grand officers are assembled, to inform the 
Grand )Iarshal that the chapter is prepared to receive them; 
the Grand Marshal will announce the same to the Grand 
officers, and introduce the Committee. 

IV. The Grand officers will move in prooession, oonducted 
by the Committee, to the han of the Chapter. 

When the Grand High Priest enters, the Grand Chapter 
will give the Grand Honors. 

V. When the Grand o$cers have passed throngh the 
avenue they countermaroh in the rear of the left·band line 
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and face to the left. In the meantime the Chapter will form 
rank entire and face to the front. The officers of the Chapter 
then file off and form a front rank, two paces in advance of 
their members. 

VI. The Grand Secreta.ry will then call over the names 01 

the officers elect j and the Grand High Priest will ask whether 
they accept their respective offices. If they answer in the 
affirmative, he then asks the members whether they remain 
satisfied with their choice. If they answer in the affirmative, 
he directs t.heir officers to approach the sacred volume, and 
become qualified for installation, according to ancient usage 
and custom. 

VII. The Grand l\[arshal will then form the whole in pro
cession, and they will march through the vciu into the inner 
apartment, where they will surround the altar, which is pre
viously furnished and prepared in ample form for the occasion. 

VIII. All present will then kneel, and the following prayer 
will be recited: 

PRAYER. 

"Almighty and Supreme High Priest of heaven and earth I 
Who is there in heavllD but thee, and who upon earth can 
stand in competition with thee? Thy OMNISCIENT mind 
brings all things in review, past, present and to come: thine 
OMNIPOTENT arm directs the movements of the vast creation i 
thine OMNIPRESENT eye pervades the secret recesses of every 
heart i thy boundless bt'1/1'jicence supplies us with every com
fort and enjoyment i and thine unspeakable ]>prfectio1l$ and 
gloTlJ surpass the understandings of the children of men I 
Our Father, who art in heaven, we invoke thy benediction 
upon the purposes of our present assembly. Let this Chaptel 
be established to thine honor: let its officers be endowed ~itl 
wisdom to discern, and fidelity to pursue, its truest interests: 
let its members be ever mindful of the duty they owe to their 
GoD i the obedience they owe to their superiOR i the love they 
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owe to their equals, and the good will they owe to all man
kind. Let this Chapter be consecrated to tby glory, and its 
members ever exemplify tbeir love to GOD by tbeir bencficcnce 
to man. Glory be to GOD on hil-!h." 

RegpQnse-" Amen. So mote it be." 
All the Companions except thc High Priests and Past High 

Priests, are then desired to withdraw, while the new High 
Priest is solemnly bound to the performance of his duties; 
and after the performance of other necessary ceremonies, not 
proper to be written, tbey are permitted to return. 

IX. The whole then repair to their appropriate stations. 

NOTE.-Those pnragraphs which are inclosed within hrackets apply 
exclusively to CIlSl'S where Rno Ohapter, are constituted, and their 
officers installed for the first time. The rest apply equally to such cases 
and to annual installations. 

X. An Antbem or Ode is to be performed. 
XI. An Oration or Address is to be delivered. 
XII. An Ode or piece of ~Iusic. 
[XIII. The Deputy Grand High Priest then rises and 

informs the Grand High Priest, that "a number of Com
panions, duly instructed in the sublime mysteries, being 
desirous of promoting tbe honor, and propagating the prin
ciples of the Art, have applied to tbe Grand Chapter for a 
warrant to constitute a new Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, 
which, having obtained, they are now assembled for the pur
pose of being constituted, and baving their officers installed 
in due and ancient form."] 

[XIV. The Grand :Marshal will then form the officers and 
members of the new Chapter in front of tbe Grand officers; 
after which, tbe Grand High Priest directs the Grand Secre
tary to read the warrant.] 

[XV. The Grand High Priest then rises and says: "By 
virtue of the high powers in me vested, I do form you, my 

" 
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respected Companions, into a regular Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons. From henceforth you are authorized and empowered 
to open and hold a Lodge of Mark Masters, Past Masters, and 
Most Excellent Masters, and a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons; 
and to do and perform all such things as thereunto may 
appertain; conforming, in all your doings, to the General 
Grand Royal Arch Constitution, and the general regulations of 
the State Grand Chapter. And may the God of your fathers 
be with you, guide and direct you in all your doings."] 

[XVI. The Public Grand Honors will then be given by the 
oflicers and members of the new Chapter while passing in 
review in front of the Grand oflicers.] 
. [XVII. The furniture, clothing, jewels, implements, uten

sils, etc., belonging to the Chapter (having been previously 
placed in the center, in front of the Grand oflicers, covered), 
are now uncovered, and the-- new Chapter is dedicated in due 
and ancient form, as is well described in the Most Excellent 
Master's Degree.] 

INSTALLATION. 
XVIII. The Deputy Grand High Priest will then present 

the first oflicer of the new Chapter to the Grand High Priest, 
saying, 

" MOST EXCELLENT GRAND HIOH PRIEST :-1 present you 
my worthy Companion .•...... , nominated in the warrant, 
to be installed High Priest of this new Chapter. I find him 
to be skillful in the royal Art, and attentive to the moral 
precepts of our forefathers, and have therefore no doubt but 
he will discharge the duties of his oflice with fidelity." 

The Grand High Priest then addresses him as follows: 

~ 
"MOST EXCELLENT COMPANION :-1 feel 

~ 
much satisfaction in performing my duty on 
the present occasion, by installing you into 
the oflice of High Priest of this new Chapter. 
It is an oflice highly honorable to all those 
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who diligently perform the important duties aunexed to it. 
Your reputed lUasonic knowledge, however, precludes the 
necessity of a particular enumeration of those duties. I shall, 
therefore, only observe, that by a frequent recurrence to the 
Constitution, and General regulations, and constant practice 
of the several sublime lectures and charges, you will be best 
able to fulfill them; and I am confident that the Companions 
who are chosen to preside with you, will give strength to 
your endeavors, and support your exertions. I shall now 
propose certain questions to you, relative to the duties of 
your office, and to which I must request your unequivocal 
answer: 

"1. Do you solemnly promise that you will redouble your 
endeavors to correct the vices, purify the morals, and promote 
the happiness of those of your Companions, who have attained 
this sublime degree? 

"2. That you will never suffer your Chapter to be opened, 
unless there be present nine regular Royal Arch Masons? 

"3. That you will never suffer either more or less than three 
brethren to be exalted in your Chapter at one and the same 
time? 

This rule in practice is relaxed, and technically obllerved by ad
mittiDg ODe aDd sometimes two Companions as substitutes, where the 
neceBsityor the CAse seelDB to demaDd it. 

"4. That you will not exalt anyone to this degree, who has 
not shown a charitable and hnmane disposition; or who has 
not made a considerable proficiency in the foregoing degrees? 

"5. That you will promote the general good of our Order, 
8 nd, on all proper occasions, be ready to give and receive 
i olstructions, and particularly from the General and State 
Urand officers? 

"6. That, to the utmost of your power, you will prase"e the 
solemnities of our ceremonies, and behave, in open Chapter, 
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with the most profound respect and reverence, as an example 
to your Companions? 

"7. That you will not acknowledge or have intercourse with 
any Chapter that does not work under a constitutional warrant 
or dispensation? 

"8. That you will not admit any visitor into your Chapter, 
who has not been exalted in a Chapter legally constituted, 
without his being first formally healed? 

"9. That you will observe and support such by-laws as may 
be made by your Chapter, in conformity to the General Grand 
Royal Arch Constitution, and the general regulations of the 
Grand Chapter? 

" 1 O. That you pay due respect and obedience to the instruc
tions of the General and State Grand officers, particularly re
lating to the several lectures and charges, and will resign the 
Chair to them, severally, when they may visit your Chapter? 

"11. That you will support and observe the General Grand 
Royal Arch Constitution, and the general regulations of the 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter, under whose authority you act? 

" Do you submit to all these things, and do you promise to 
observe and practice them faithfully?" 

These questions being answered in the affirmative, the Com
panions all kneel, and the Grand Chaplain repeats the follow
ing or some other suitable prayer: 

" 1\105t Holy and glorious LORD GOD, the Great High Priest 
of heaven and earth I we approach thee with reverence, and 
implore thy blessings on the Companion appninted to preside 
over this new assembly, and now prostrate before thee; fill his 
heart with fear, that his tongue and actions may pronounce thy 
glory. Make him stl'adfllst in thy service; g-rant him firm
ness of mind; animate his beart, and strengthen his endeavors; 
may he teach thy jud~lllents and thy laws; and may the in
cense he shall put before Illce, upon thine altar, pro\"e an 
acceptable sacrifice unto thee. Bless him, 0 LORD, and bless 
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tbe work of his bands. Accept us, in mercy; hear thou from 
beaven, thy dwelling-place, and forgive our transgressions. 
Glory be to God the Father: as it was in the beginning," etc. 

Response.-II So mote it be." 

XIX. The Grand High Priest will then cause the High 
Priest elect to be invested with his clothing, badges, etc. j 
after which he will address him as follows: 

:, COMPANIoN:-!n consequence of your cheerful acquies
cence with thc charges, which you have heard recited, you are 
qualified for installation as the High Priest of this Royal 
Arch Chapter; and it is incumbent upon me, upon t.his occa
sion, to point out some of the particulars appertaining to your 
office, duty and dignity. 

"All legally constituted bodies of Royal Arch Masons are coiled Chap
ters: as regular bodies of Masons of oil other degrees are called Lodges. 
Every Cbapter ought to assemble for work at least once in enry three 
montbs, and must. consist of a High Priest, King, ScriLe, Coptain of the 
Bost, Principal Sojourner, Royal Arch Captain, Three Masters of the 
Veils, Secretary, Treasurer, nnd as many members as may be found con
venient for working to advantage. Tbe officers of tbe Chapter officiate 
in tbe Lodges holden for conferring tbe preparatory degrees according 
to rank, as follows: 

The High Priest as Master. 
Tbe King as Senior Warden. 
The Scribe as Junior Warden. 
The Captain of the Host as Mnrshal, or Master of Ceremonies. 
The Principal Sojourner as Senior Deacon. 
The Royal Arch C.aptain as Junior Dl'BCon. 
The Master of the First Veil as Junior Overseer. 
The Master of tbe Second Veil as Senior Overseer. 
Tbe Master of the Third Veil a9 Master Overseer. 
The Secretary. Treasurer, and Tyler as officers of corresponding rank. 

The High Priest· of every Cbapter has it in special cbarge to see tbat 
the By-Laws of bis Chnpter. as well as the Grand ROYItI Arrh Constitu
tion and the Regulations of the Grand Chapter, are well observed; tbat 
all the officers ot his C~apter perform the duties of their respective offi-
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eel faithfully, and are examples of diligence and industry to their com
panions; that true and accurate records of all the proceedings of the 
Chapter are kept by the Secretary; that the Treasurer keeps and ren
ders exact and just accounts of all the moneys and other property be
longing to the Chapter; that the regular returns be made annually to 
the Grand Chapter; and that the annual dues to the Grand Chapter 
be regularly and punctually paid. He has the right and authority of 
calling his Chapter together at pleasure upon any emergency or occur
rence which, in his judgment, may require their mee-ting. It is his 
privilege and duty, together with the King and Scribe, to attend the 
meetings of the Grand Chapter, either lD person or by proxy; and the 
well-being of the institution requires that his duty should on no 0cca

sion be omitted." 

"The office of High Priest is a station highly honorable to 
all those who diligently perform the important duties annexed 
to it. By a frequent recurrence to the Constitution and gen
eral regulations, and a constant practice of the !.Ieveral sublime 
lectures and charges, you will be best enabled to fulfill those 
daties i and I am confident that the Companions, who are 
chosen to preside with you, will give strength to your en
deavors, and support to your exertions. 

" Let the mitre, with which you are invested, remind you 
of the dignity of the office you sustain, and its inscription 
impress upon your mind a sense of your dependence upon 
GOD i that perfection is not given unto man upon earth, and 
that perfect holtneBI belongeth al.()'fle unto the Lord. 

"The breast-plate with which you are decorated, in imita
tion of that upon which were en graven the names of the 
twelve tribes, and worn' by the High Priest of Israel, is to 
teach you that you are always to bear in mind your responsi
bility to the laws and ordinances of the institution, and that 
the honor and interests of your Chapter and its members, 
should be always near your heart. 

"The various color. of the Robes you wear, al"Q emblemati
cal of every grace and virtue which can adorn and beautify 
t.be human mind i each of which will be briefly illustrated in 
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the course of the charges to be delivered to your subordinate 
officers. 

" You will now take charge ot your officers, standiug upon their right, 
and present them severally in succeseion to the Deputy Grand High 
Priest, by whom they will be presented to me tor installation." 

XX. The High Priest of the Chapter will then present his 
second officer to the Deputy Grand High Priest, who will pre
sent him to the Grand High Priest, in the words of the Con
stitution. The Grand High Priest will ask him whether he 
has attended to the ancient charges and regulations before 
recited to his superior officer j if he answers in the affirma
tive, he is asked whether he fully and freely assents to the 
same; if he answers in the affirmative, the Grand High Priest 
directs his Depnty to invest him with his olothing, ete., and 
then addreBBes him as follows, viz. : 

CHARGE TO THE SECOND OFFICER OR KING. 

" COMPANION :-The important station to £ 
.. bloh y.n .... I .. ,,",;n .h .. Chap"" ""lu;,.. ~ 
from you exemplary conduct; its duties de-
mand your most assiduous attention; you are 
to second and support your chief in all the 
requirements of his office; and should casualties at any time 
prevent his attendance, you are to succeed him in the per
formance of his duties. Your badge (the Level, I1.lrmountea 

by a a-oum) should remind you, that although you are the 
representative of a king, and exalted by office above your 
companions, yet that you remain upon a level with them, as 
respects your duty to GOD, to your neighbor, and to yourself'; 
that you are equally bound with them to be obedient to the 
laws aud ordinances of the institution, to be charitable, hu
mane and just, and to seek every occasion of doing good, 

"Your office teaches a striking lesson of humility. The 
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institutions of political society teach us to consider the king 
as the chief of crcated beings, and that the first duty of his 
subjects is to obey 1t~ mandates; but the institutions of our 
sublime dcgrccs, by placing the King in a situation subordin
ate to the High Priest, tf.'ach us that our duty to GOD is 
paramount to all other duties, and should ever claim the pri
ority of our obedience to man; and that, however strongly 
we may be bound to obey the laws of civil society, yet that 
those laws, to be just, should never intermeddle with matters 
of conscience, nor dictate articles of faith. 

"The Scarlet Robe, an emblem of imperial dignity, should 
remind you of the paternal concern you should ever feel for 
the welfare of your Chapter, and the ardent zeal with which 
you should endeavor to promote its prosperity. ,. 

"In presenting to you the Crown, which is an emblem of 
royalty, I would remind you that, to reign sovereign in the 
hearts and affections of men, must be far more grateful to a 
generous and benevolent mind, than to rule over their lives 
and fortunes; and that to enable you to enjoy this pre-emi
nenee with honor and satisfaction, you must subject your own 
passions and prejudices to the dominion of reason and 
charity. 

" You are entitled to the second seat in the council of your 
companions. Let thc bright cxample of your illustrious pre
decessor in the Grand Council at Jerusalem, stimulate you to 
the faithful discharge of your duties; and when the King of 
kings ~hall summon you into his immediate presence, from his 
hand may you receive a crown of 91ory, which shall never 
fade away." 

XXI. The King will then retire to the line of officers, and 
the Scribe will be presented in the manner before mentioned. 
After his investiture, the Grand High Priest will address him 
as follows, viz. : 
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CHARGE TO TIlE THIRD OFFICER, OR SCRIBE. 

"COlIPANION :-The office of Scribe, to 
which you are elected, is very important and 

In the 

iilstitution ought nevss 
Kll:oper officers j yuu 

is of your poss::::::mg 
you to accomplish those duties which are incumbent upon 
you, in your appropriate station, as well as those which may 
occasionally devolve on you by the absence of your superiors. 

"ThePuTple Robe, with which you arc invested, isan emblem 
of union, and il!l calculated to remind you that the harmony 

unanimity of th,: 'uuld be your const: 
this end you to avoid all 
offense, or 

di¥:::ions or dissension::, 
, to endeavor tn 

understanding among all orders and degrees of Masonry j 
aod, as the glorious sun, at ita meridian hight, dispels the 
mist and clouds which obscure the horizon, 80 may your exer
tions tend to dissipate the gloom of jealousy and discord 
whenever they may appear. 

Your badge (a 
umblem of rectituds 

ms"thman upon the your companion:: 
ndproach of those human felicity, 
,"::TI'SII, let this faitl: ever remind you 

uprightly in your station; admonishing and animating your 
companions to fidelity and industry while at labor, and to 
temperance and moderation while at relreshment. And when 
the ~eat Watchman of Israel, whOle eye Dever slumberll Dor 
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sleeps, shall relieve you from your post on earth, may he 
permit you, in heaven, to participate in that reod and refresh
ment which is 

, Such as the lainta in glory love, 
And sucb as angela eat.' " 

XXII. The Scribe will then retire to the line of officers, 
and the next officer be presented as before. 

OBARGE TO THE FOURTH OFFICER, OR CAPTAIN OF THE HOST. A "COHPANION :-The office with which you i& are entrusted is of high importance, and 
demands your most zealous consideration. 
The preservation of the most essential trait( 
of our ancient cnstoms, usages and land

marks, are within your province; and· it is indjspensably 
necessary that the part assigned to you, in the immediate prac
tice of our rites and ceremonies, should be perfectly under
stood and correctly administered. He that brings the· blind 
by a way that they knew not, and leads them in paths that they 
have not known, should always be well qualified to make 
darknes8 light before them and crooked things straight. 

" Your office corresl,onds with that of MaT.hal, or Master 
of Ceremonies. You are to snperintend all processions of 
your Chapter, when moving as a distinct body, either in publio 
or private; and as the world can only judge of our private 
discipline by our public deportment, you will be careful that 
the utmost order and decorum be observed on all such occa
sions." 

XXIII. He will then retire to the line of officers, and thr 
next officer will be presented. 
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CHARGE TO THE FIFTH OFFICER, OR PRINCTPAL SOJOURNER. 

" COMPANION :-The office confidlld to you, £ 
though subordinate in degree, is equal in a 
importance to any in the Chapter, that of 
your chief alone excepted. Your office cor-
responds with that of Senior Deacon, in the 
preparatory degrees. Among the duties required of you, the 
preparation and introduction of candidates are not the least. 
As in our intercourse with the world, experience teaches that 
tnt impressions !lre often the most durable, and the most dif
ficult to eradicate i so it is of great importance, in all casep, 
that those impressions should be correct and just i hence it is 
essential that the officer, who sustains the station assigned to 
you should possess a thorough knowledge of his various 
duties i and that he should execute them with a promptitudo 
and propriety of deportment that shall give them thcir 
proper effect. 

" Your robe of o.1ftce is an emblem of humility i and teachea 
that, in the prosecution of a laudable undertaking, we should 
Dever decline taking any part that may be assigned us, although 
it may be the most difficult or dangerous. 

" The rOle-colored tesselated border, adorning the robe, is an' 
emblem of ardor alld perseverance, and signifies, that when 
.... e have engaged in a virtuous course, notwithstanding all 
the impediments, hardships and trials we may be destined to 
encounter, we should endure them all with fortitude, and 
ardently persevere unto the end i resting assured of receiving, 
at the termination of our labors, a noble and glorious reward. 
The White Balmer entrusted to your care is emblematical of 
that purity of life and rectitude of conduct which should dis
tinguish every one that passess the white veil of the sanctu
ary. Your past exertions will be considered as a pledge 0 

your future assiduity in the faithful discharge of your duties.' • 
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XXIV. He will then retire to the line of officers, and the 
next officer is presented. 

CIIARGE TO TIlE SIXTH OFFICER, OR ROYAL ARCH CAPTAIN. 

A "COMPANION :-The well-known dutiesot 
yonr station require but little elucidation. 

. Your office in the preparatory degrees cor-
. responds with that of Junior Deacon.* It is 11\ YO"' p.rti,ul" provi • .,., eo.j.i.~y with the 

Captain of the Host, to attend the examination 
of all visitors, and to take care that none are permitted to 
enter the Chapter but such as have traveled the rugged pat'" of 
trial, and evinced their title to our favor and friendship. You 
will be attentive to obey the commands of your chief and 
always near at hand to execute them. 

" I give it to you strongly in charge, never to suffer anyone 
to pass your post without the Signet of Truth. I present you 
the bad~e of your office, in expectation of your performing 
your duties with intelligence, assiduity and propriety." 

XXV. He then retires, and the three Grand Masters of the 
Veils are presented together. 

CHARGE TO THE MASTER OF THE THIRD VEIL. A "COMPANION :-1 present you with the 

ffi Scarlet Banner, which is the ensign of your 
office, and with a sword to protect and defend 
the same. The rich and beautiful color of 
your banner is emblematical of fervency and 

fidelity i it is the appropriate color of the Royal Arch degree. 
It admonishes us that we should be fervent in the exercise of 
our devotions to GOD, and fuithful in our endeavors to promote 
the happiness of man." 

• In this place liS in a preceding page it is "Senior" Deacon. This i.e 
opposed to theorl and practice and w. chanse it. . 
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CHARGB TO THE llASTBR OF THE SBCOND VEIL. 

"COMPA.NION :- I invest you with the A 
Purple Banner, which is the ensign of your ~ 
office, and arm you wi~h a sword, to enable 
yon to maintain its honor. The color of your 
banner is produced by a combination of two . 
distinct colors, namely, blue and scarletj the former of which 
is the characteristic color of the ,ymlJolic or fint three degree. 
0/ NaIOnry, and the latter that of the Royal .Arch degree. 
It is an emblem of union, and is the characteristic color of the 
intermediate degrees. It admonishes us to cultivate and im
prove that spirit of union and harmony, between the brethren 
ot the symbolic degrees, and the companions of the snblime 
degrees, which should ever distinguish the members of a 
society founded upon the principles of everlasting truth and 
universal philanthropy." 

CHA.JLOE TO THE MASTER 01' THE FIRST VEIL. 

and a sword for its defense and protection . 

II COMPANION :-1 invest you with the Blue A 
Banner, which is the ensign of your office, ~ 

. The color of your banner is one of the most 
durable and beantiful in nature. It is the . 
appropriate color adopted and worn by our ancient brethren 
of the three symbolic degrees, and is the peculiar cooracteriatic 
of an institution which has stood tne test of ages, and which 
is as much distinguished by the durability of its materials or 
principles, as by the beauty of its superstructure. It is an 
emblem of universal benevolence j and instructs us that in the 
mind of a Mason this virtue should be as expansive as the 
blue arch of heaven itself." 

18 
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CHARGE TO THE THREE MASTBRS OF THE VEILS, AS OVBRSURS. 

" COMPANIONS :-1'hose who are placed as overseers of any 
work should be we11 qualified to judge of its beauties and 
deformities, its excellencies and defects j they should be capa
ble of estimating the former and amending the latter. This 
consideration should induce you to cultivate and improve all 
those qualifications with which you are already endowed, as 
well as to persevere in your endeavors to acquire those in 
which you may be in any wise deficient. Let the various 
colors of the bannrrs committed to your charge, admonish you 
to the exercise of the several virtues of which they are emble
matic j and you are to enjoin the practice of those virtues 
upon a11 who shall present themselves, or the work of their 
hands for !lour inspection. Let no work receive your appro
bation but such as is calculated to adorn and strengthen the 
Masonic edifice. Be industrious and faithful in practicing 
and disseminating a knowledge of the trite a.nd perfect work, 
which alone can stand the test of the Gralld Overseer'. square, 
in the great day of trial and retribution. Then, although 
every rod should become a serpent, and every serpent an enemy 
to this institution, yet shall their utmost exertions to destroy 
its reputation, or sap its foundation, become as impotent as 
the 1.pprou8 halld, or as wate,. spilled upon the groUlu.l, which 
can not be gathered up again." 

XXVI. They then retire, and the Secretary is presented. 

CHARGE TO THE SECRETARY. 

A "00M~ANION :-1 with pleasure invest you 

~ 
with your badge as Secretary of this Ohapter. 
The qualities which should recommend a Sec
retary are,promptitude in issuing notifications 
and orders of his superior officers j punctu

alit!! in attendini the meetinis of the Ohapter j COTTectnta in 
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recording their proceedings; jud!J11lfflt in discriminating be
tween what is proper and what is improper to be committed 
til writing j rcgrti{lrit!J in making his annual returns to the 
Grand Chapter j ,'ntegrit!J in accounting for all moneys that 
may pass through his hands j and fidelit!J in paying the same 
over into the hands of the Treasurer. The possession of these 
good qualities, I presume, has designated you a suitable can
didate for this important office j and I can not entertain a 
doubt that you will discharge its duties beneficially to the 
Chapter, and honorably to younlelf. And when you shall 
have completed the record of your transactions here below, 
and finished the term of your probation, may you be admitted 
into the celestial Grand Chapter of saints and angels, and 
find your name recorded in the book of life eterllal." 

XXVII. He then retires, and the Treasurer is presented. 

CHARGE TO TUE TREASURER. " 

"COMPANION :-You are elected Treasurer 
of this Chapter, and I have the pleasure of 
investing you with the badge of your office. 
The qualities which should recommend a 
Treasurer, are accuracy and jidelit!J; accu
racy in keeping a fair and minute account of all receipts and 
disbursements; fidelity in carefully preserving all the property 
and funds of the Chapter, that may be placed in his hands, 
and rendering a just account of the same, whenever he is 
called upon for that purpose. I presume that your respect 
for the institution, your attachment to the interests of your 
Chapter, and your regard for a good name, which is better 
than precious ointment, will prompt yon to the faithful dis
charge of the duties of your office." 

XXVIII. He then retires, and the Stewards are presented. 
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CHARGB TO THB STEW ABDS. 

" COMPANIONS :-You being elected Stew
arda of this Chapter, I with pleasure invest 
you with the badges of your office. It is 
your province to see that every necessary 
preparation is made for the convenience and 

accommodation of the Chapter, previous to the time appointed 
for meeting. You are to see that the clothing, implements 
and furniture of each degree, respectively, are properly dis
posed and in suitable array for use, whenever they may be 
required, and that they are secured, and proper care taken ot 
them, when the business of the Chapter is over. You are to 
see that necessary refreshments are provided, and that all your 
oompanions, and particularly visitors, are suitably accommo
dated and supplied. You are to be frugal and prudent in 
your disbursements, and to be oareful that no extravagance 
or waste is oommitted in your department: and when you 
have faithfully fulfilled your stewardship here below, may you 
reoeive from heaven the happy greeting of ' Well done, good 
and faithful servants.' " 

XXIX. They then retire, and the Tyler is presented. 

OHABOE TO THE TYLEB. A "COMPANlON:-You are appointed Tyler 
of this Chapter, and I invest you with this 
implement of your office. As the sword is ~ pl ... d ;. the ha.da or the Tyl .. , .. enable 
him effectually to guard against the approach 

of' COtDa1l8 and eavudroppttra, and sufFer none to pass or re
pass but such as are duly qualified i so it should morally serve 
as a constant admonition to us to set a guard at the entranoe 
of our thoughts, to place a watch at the door of our lips; to 
post a l8uRuel at the aveaue of our aaaoat i therebyaoludiu, 
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every unqualified and unworthy thought, word, and deed i 
and preserving consciences void of offense toward GoD and 
toward man. 

As the first application from visitors for admission into the 
Chapter is generally made to the Tyler at the door, your sta
tion will often present you to the observation of strangers j 
it is, therefore, essentially necessary that he who sutains the 
office with which you are intrUBted, should be a man of good 
morala, ateady habits, strict diecipline, temperate, afFable, and 
discreet. I trUBt that a jut regard tor the honor and reputa
tion of the institution will ever induce you to perform, with 
fidelity, the trut reposed in you j and when the door of tbiJ 
earthly tabernacle shall be closed, may you find an abundant 
entrance through t·he gates into the temple and city of our 
GoD. 

XXX. He will then retire, and then f~lloW8 an 

ADDUSS TO TBB mOB PBIB8T. 

"M. E. COKPANION:-Having been honored with the free 
suffrages of the members of this Chapter, you are elected to 
the most important oftice which ia within their power to be
stow. This expression of their esteem and respect should 
draw from you corresponding seDsations i and your demeanor 
should be such as to repay the honor they have 80 oonspicu
ously conferred upon you, by an honorable and faithful dis
charge of the duties of your oftice. 

"The station you are called to fill is important, not only as 
it respects the oorrect practice of our rites and ceremonies, 
and the internal economy of the Chapter over whioh you pre
side j but the public reputation of the institution will be gen
erally found to rise or fall according to the skill, fidelity, and 
discretion with whioh its oonoerns are managed, and in pro
portion as the oharacters and oonduot of ita prinoipal omoera 
&re. tltimable or oenaurable. 
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" You have accepted a trust, to wllich is attached a weigh' 
of responsibility that will require all your efforts to di8<:harge, 
honorably to yourself and satisfactorily to the Chapter. You 
are to see that your officers are capable and faithful in the 
exercises of their offices. Should they lack ability you are 
expected to supply their defects; you are to watch carefully 
the progress of their performances, and to see that the long
established customs of the institution suffer no derangement 
in their hands. 

" You are to have a careful eye ovcr the general conduct of 
the Chapter; see that due order and subordination are ob
served on all occasions; that the members are properly 
instructed; that due solemnity be observed in the practice of 
our rites; that no improper levity be permitted at any time, 
but more especially at the introduction oj .lrangers among tM 
toorkmm. In fine, you are to be an example to your officers 
and members which they need not hesitate to follow; thus 
securing to yourself the favor of heaven and the applause 
of your brethren and companions." 

ADDRESS TO THE OJ'I'ICER8 OENElU.LLY. 

"COKPANION8 IN OUIOE :-Precept and example should 
ever advance with an equal pace. Those moral duties which 
you are required to teach unto others, you should.never neglec' 
to practice yourselves. 

" Do you desire that the demeanor of your equals and in
feriors toward you should be marked with deference and 
respect? Be sure that you omit no opportunity of furnishing 
them with examples in your own conduct toward your supe
riors. Do you desire to obtain instruction from those who 
are more wise or better informed than yourselves? Be sure 
that you are always ready to impart of your knowledge 
to those within your sphere, who stand in need of and are 
entitled to receive it. Do ;you desire distinction amoDI ;your 
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companions? Be sure that your claims to preferment are 
founded upon superior attainments j let nO ambitious passion 
be Buffered to induce you to envy or supplant a companion 
who may be considered as better qualified for promotion than 
yourselves j but ratber let a laudable emulation induce you 
to strive to excel each other in improvement and discipline j 
ever remembering, that be wbo faithfully performs Ail duty, 
ever in a subordinate or private station, is as justly entitled 
to esteem and respect, as he who is invested with supreme 
authority." 

ADDRESS TO THE CHAPTER AT LARGE. 

"COllPANIONS :-The exercise and management of the sub
lime degrees of Masonry in your Chapter hitherto, are so 
higbly appreciated, and the good reputation of tbe Chapter so 
we)] established, tbat I must presume these considerations 
alone, were tbere nO others of greater magnitude, would be 
sufficient to induce you to preserve and perpetuate this valu
able and bonorable character. But wben to this is added the 
pleasure wbich every philantbropic heart mutlt feel in doing 
good, in promoting good order, in diffusing light and knowl
edge, in cultivating Masonic and Christian cbarity, which are 
the great objects of this sublime institution, I can not doubt 
that your future conduct, and that of your successors, will be 
calculated still to increase the luster of your justly esteemed 
reputation. 

" May your Ohapter become beautiful as the TEMPLE, peace
ful as the ARK, and aacred as its most holy place. ~[ay your 
oblations of p~ty and praise be grateful as the INCENSE j your 
love warm as its flame, and your charity diffusive as its fra
grance. May your beartll be pure as the ALTAR, and your 
conduct acuptable as the OFFERING. 

" May the exercise of your CHARITY be as constant as the 
Tet11rDing wanta of the distreased widow and the helpleu 
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orphan. May the approbation of Heaven be your encourage
ment, and the testimony of a good conscience your support; 
may you be endowed with every good and perfect gift, while 
traveling tke thorllY path of life, aDd finally admitted tDitMn 
tke veil of heaveD, to the full enjoyment of life eternal." 

Amen. So mote it be. 

XXXI. The officers and members of the Chapter will then 
pass in review in front of the Grand officers, and pay them the 
customary salutation as theJ pass. 

XXXII. The Grand )Iarshal will then make proclamation 
as follows, viz.: "In the name of the )1. E. Grand High 
Priest, I do proclaim this Chapter, by the name'of ---, to 
be regularly constituted, and its officers duly installed." 

XXXIII. The officers of the Chapter will then take their 
stations upon the left of the Grand officers respectively, and 
the members will be seated until the Grand officers retire. 

XXXIV. The ceremonies conclude with an Ode, or appro
priate piece of music. 

XXXV. When the Grand officers retire, the Chapter will 
form an avenue for them to pass through, and salute them 
with the Grand honors. They will be attended as far as the 
door of their apartment, by the committee who introduced 
them. 

XXXVI. The two bodies then separately close their respec-
tive Chapters. . 
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The Cryptic Degrees are conferred in a Body styled a 
Council. The ballot is taken in the Second or Select Masters' 
Degree; the same rules of balloting are observed as in the 
preceding degrees. All discipline exercised by the Lodge or 
Chapter, such as suspension or expulsion, is indorsed by the 
Council without question; in addition to which, it has a dis
cipline of its own for offenses against its own regulations. 

Not less than nine nor more than twenty-seven can open, 
work, or close a Council. If a larger number than twenty
seven is present, they take no part in the proceedings. 

The whole system of Cryptio l"Iasonry is confined to the 
United States alone, and was borrowed about the year 1815, 
from the Ancient and Accepted Rm. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

ROYAL lUSTER'S DEGREE. 

'I'M Monitor containing nothing relative to the degrees of Royal and 
Select Master, we draw our illustration from Cross's Chart. 

This degree can not legally be conferred on any but Royal 
Arch Masons, who have taken all the preceding degrees; and 
it is preparatory to that of the Select 1tlaster. Although it is 
short, yet it contains some valuable information, and is inti
mately connected with the degree of Select Master. It also 
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enables us with ease and facility to -examine the privileges of 
others to this degree; while, at the same time, it proves our
selves. 

The following passages of Scripture, etc., are considered 
to be appropriate to this degree: 

And Solomon made all the vessels that pertained unto the 
house of the Lord: the altar of gold, and the table of gold, 
whereupon the shew-bread was; and the candlesticks of pure 
gold,; five on the right side, and five on the left, before the 
oracle; with the flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs of gold; 
and the bowls, and the snuffers, and the basons, and the 
spoons, and the censers, of pure gold; and the hinges of gold, 
both for the doors of the innel' house, the most holy place, 
and for the doors of the house, to wit, of the Temple. So 
Hiram made an end of doing all the work, that he had made 
King Solomon, for the house of the Lord.-l K1·ngs vii: 48-
50,40. 

And behold I come quickly; and my reward is with me, 
to give every man according as his work ~hall be. I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 
Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may 
have a right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the 
gates of the city.-Rev. xxii: 12-14. 

And he set the cherubims within the inner house; and they 
stretched forth the wings of the cherubims, so that the wing 
of the one touched the one wall; and the wing of the other 
cherub touched the other wall; and their wings touched one 
another in tho midst of the .tJ.ouse.-l Kings vi: 27. 

The Ark. called the glory of Israel, which was seated in the 
middle of the holy place, under the wings of the cherubim, 
was a small chest, or coffer, three feet nine inches long, two 
feet three inches wido, and thre~ feet three inches 11igh. It 
was made of wood, excepting only the mercy seat, but over
laid with gold both insidtl and out. It had a ledge of gold 
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surrounding it at the top, into which the cover, called the 
mercy seat, was let in. The mercy seat was of solid gold, the 
thickness of a hand's breadth: at the two ends of it were two 
cherubims, looking inward, toward each other, with their wings 
expanded; which embracing the whole circumference of the 
mercy seat, they met on each side, in the middle j all of which, 
the Rabbins say, was made out of the same mass, without any 
soldering of parts. 

Here the Shekinah, or Divine Presence, rested, and was 
visible in the appearance of a cloud over it. From hence the 
Bathkoll issued, and gave answers when God was consulted. 
And hence it is, that God is said, in the Scripture, to dwell 
between the cherubim j that is, between the cherubim on the 
mercy seat, because there was the seat or throne of the visible 
appearance of his glory among them. 
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-CHAPTER XVII. 

8EJ.ECT MASTER'S DEGREE. 

THIS degree is the summit aud perfection of ancient Ma
sonry; and without which the history of the Royal Arch 
degree can not be complete. It rationally accounts for the 
concealment and preservation of those essentials of the Craft, 
which were brought to light at the erection of the second 
Temple, and which lay concealed from the l\'lasonic eye four 
hundred and seventy years. 

Many particulars relative to those few who, for their supe
rior skill, were selected to complete an importaut part of King 
Solomon's Temple, are explained. 

And here, too, is exemplified an instance of jll,stice and 
mercy, by our ancient patron, toward one of the Craft, who 
was led to disobey his commands, by an over zealous attach
ment for the institution. It ends with a description of a par
ticular circumstance, which characterizes the degree. 

The following Psalm is read at opeuing : 

His foundation is in the holy mountains. The Lord 
loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
Glorious things are spoken of thee, 0 city of God. Selah. 
I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon, to them that 
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know me. Behold Phi1istia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia i this 
man was born there. And of Zion it shall be said, This and 
that man was born in her: and the Highest himself shaH 
establish her. The Lord shall count, when he writeth up the 
people, that this man was born there. Selah. As well the 
singers, as the players on instruments, shaH be there: all my 
springs are in thee.-Paalm lxxxvii. 

The following passages of Scripture are introduced and 
explained: 

So King Solomon was king over all Israel. Azariah, the 
son of Nathan, was over the officers i and Zabud, the Son of 
Nathall, was principal officer, and the king's friend; and 
Ahishar was over the household; and Adoniram, the son of 
Abda, was over the tribute.-I King., iv: 1,5,6. 

And the king commanded, and they brought great stones, 
costly stones, and hewed stones, to lay the foundation of the 
house. And Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders did 
hew them, and the stone-squarers: so they prepared timber 
and stones to build the housc.-I King., v: 17, 18. 

And King Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. 
He was a widow's son, of the trihe of Naphthali: and his 
father was a man of Tyre, a worker of brass i and he was 
filled with wisdom and understanding, and cunning, to work 
all works in brass.-I Kings, viii: 13, 14. 

The ancients of Gebal, and the wise men thereof, were in 
thee thy calkers: all the ships of the sea, with their mariners, 
were in thee, to occupy thy merchandise.-Ezekiel, xxvii: 9 .. 

And it came to paSll, when 1\'108es had made an end of 
writing the words of this law in a book, until they were fin
ished, that Moses commanded the Levites, which bore the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord, ·saying, Take this book of the 
law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the 
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Lord your God, tbat it may be there for a witness against 
thee.-Deuteronomy, xxxi: 24-26. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put an omer 
full of manna therein, and lay it up before the Lord, to be kept 
£Or your generations. As the Lord commanded Moses, 80 

Aaron laid it up before the testimony to be kept.-.&oduI, 
xvi: 33, 34. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod agaio 
before the testimony, to be kept for a token.-N~, 
xvii: 10. 

And when Moses was gone into the tabernacle of' the oon
gregation, to speak with him, then he heard the voice of' one 
speaking unto him from off the mercy seat, that was upon the 
ark of the testimony, from between the two oherubims: and 
he spake unto him.-Numbers, vii: 89. 

And look that thou make them after their pattern, whioh 
was shewed thee in the mount.-.&ocl., xxv: 40. 
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CHARGE TO A SELECT HABTER. 

COMPANION :-Having attained to this degree, you have 
passed the circle of perfection in ancient Masonry. In the 
capacity of Select Master, you must be sensible that your. 
obligations are .. increased in proportion to your privileges. 
Let it be your constant care to prove yourself worthy of the 
confidence reposed in you, and of the high honor conferred 
on you, in admitting you to this Select degree. Let upright
ness,nd integrity attend your steps j let justice and me·rcy 
mark your conduct j let fervency and zeal stimulate you in 
the discharge of the various duties incumbent on you j but 
suffer not an idle or impertinent curiosifl/ to lead you astray, 
or betray you into danger. Be deaf to every insinuation 
which would have a tendency to weaken your resolution, or 

-.. tempt you to an act of disobedience. Be voluntarily dumb and 
blind, when the exercise of those faculties would endanger 

: the peace of your mind or the probity of your conduct j and 
-. let silence and w:resl/, those cardinal virtues of a Select Mas-

. ter, on all necessary occasions, be scrupulously observed. By 
a steady adherence to the important instructions contained in 
this degree, you will merit the approbation of the select num
ber with whom you are associated, and will enjoy the high 
satisfaction of having acted well your part in the important 
enterprise in which you are engaged j and after having wrought 
yOOT Te!JUlaT hooT', may you be admitted to participate in all 
the privileges of a &lect Master. 

There is a ceremony of Constituting Councils of Royal and Select Mas
ters and Installing officers, but as we can not use it. without violating 
copy right we omit it. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE ORDERS 01' KNIGHTHOOD. 

As several Orders of Knighthood are conferred, both in Europe and 
America, reputedly under the lIanction of Masonic assemblies, it may 
be expected that some notice will be taken of them in this work. It may 
be necellsary to premise that tbe Orders of Knighthood compose no 
part of the system of Freemasonry. They are in comparison to it, 
eocieties of but yesterday, and all of them fall short of the excellence, 
harmony, universality, and utility of the noble institution. 

The design of this part of the work will be to collect together such 
oheenaLions from Scripture and history all nre dellmed applicable to 
the eeveral orders j and as in America, they are only conferred as 
honorary degrees, it is poesible that this may be the means of producing 
a uniformity in their application and use. 

01' THE ORDER OF KNIGHTS OF THE RED CROSS. 

The incidents upon which this Order is founded, occurred 
in the reign of Darius, king of Persia. It is more imme
diately connected with symbolic Masonry, than any other 
Order of Knighthood. Their meetings are called COflftciiaj 

their sashes are decorated with a Sword' and Trowel, and 
trimmed with red and green. 

The following passages of Scripture arc considered by 
Knights of this order, as applicable to their institution, and 
are occasionally rehearsed in their CouncilI!'. 

"Now in the second year of their coming into the house· 
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of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel, 
the Bon of Shcaltiel, and Jeshua, the Bon of' Jozadak, and the 
remnant of their brethren the priests and Levites, and all 
they that were come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem: 
and app~inted the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, 
to set forward the work of the house of the Lord. Then 
stood Jeshua, with his sons and his brethren, Kadmiel 
and his sons, the sons of Judah, together, to set forward the 
workmen in the house of God; 'the sons of Henadad, with 
their sons and their brethren the Levites. And when the 
builders laid the foundation of the Temple of the Lord, they 
set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites, 
the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the Lord, after the 
ordinance of .David king of Israel. And they sung together 
by course, in praising and giving thanks unto the Lord; 
because he is good, for his mercy endureth forever toward 
Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout when 
thcy praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house 
of the Lord was laid.-E::ra, iii. 8-11. 

N ow when tho adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard 
that the children of the captivity builded the Temple unto 
the I.ord God of Israel, then they came to Zerubbabel, and 
to the chief of the fathers, and said unto them, Let us build 
with you j for we seek your God as ye do j and we do sacrifice 
unto him, since the days of Esar-Haddon king of Assur, 
which brought us up hither. But Zcrubbabel, and Jeshua, 
and the rest of the chief of the fathers of Israel, said unto 
them, Ye have nothing to do with us to build an house unto 
our God j but we ourselves together will build unto the Lord 
God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia, hath com
manded us. Then the. people of the land weakened the 
hands of the people of Judah, and troubled them iii building; 
and hired counselors against them, to frustrate their purpose, 
all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign 
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of Darius king of Persia. And in the reign of Ahasuerus, 
in the beginning of his reign, wrote they unto him an accusa
tion against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. And 
in the days of Artaxerxes wrote Bishlam, Mithredah, Tabeel, 
and the rest of their companions, unto Artaxerxes king of 
Persia; and the writing of the letter was written in the 
Syrian tongue, and interpreted in the Syrian tongue; Rehum 
the chancelor, and Shimshai the scribe, wrote a letter against 
Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king, in this sort: This is the 
copy of the letter that they sent unto him, even unto 
Artaxenes the king: Thy servants, the men on this side the 
river, and at such a time. Be it known unto the king, that 
the Jews, which came up from thee to us, are come unto 
Jerusalem, building the rebellious and the bad city, and have 
set up the walls thereof, and joined the foundations. Be it 
known now unto the king, that if this city be builded, and 
the walls set up again, then will they not pay toll, tribute, and 
custom, and so thou shalt endamage the revenue of the 
kings. Now, because we have maintenance from the king's 
palace, and it was not meet for us to see the king's dishonor; 
therefore have we sent and certified the king. That search 
may be made in the book of the records of thy fathers: so 
shalt thou find in the book of the record~, and know, that 
this city is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto kings and 
provinces, and that they have moved sedition within the same 
of old time; for which cause was this city destroyed. We 
certify the king, that if this city be builded again, and the 
walls thereof set up, by this means thou shalt have no portion 
on this side the river. Then sent the king an answer unto 
Rehum the chancelor, and to Shimshai the scribe, and to the 
rest of their companions that dwell in Samaria, and unto the 
rest beyo~d the river, Peace, and at such a time. The letter 
which ye sent unto us hath been plainly read before me. 
And I commanded, and search hath been made, and it is 
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found, that this city of old time hath made insurrection 
against kings. and that rebellion and sedition have been made 
therein. There have been mighty kings also over Jerusalem, 
which have ruled over all countries beyond the river; and toll, 
tribute, and custom, was paid unto them. Give ye now com
mandment to cause these men to cease, and that this city be 
not builded, until another commandment shall be given from 
me. Take heed now that ye fail not to do this: why should 
damage grow to the hutt of the kings? Now, when the copy 
of King Artaxerxes' letter was read before Rehum, and 
Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, they went up in 
haste to Jerusalem, unto the Jews, and made them cease by 
force and power. Then ceased the work of the house of God, 
which is at Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the Fecond year of 
the reign of Darius, king of Peraia.-Ezra, iv. 

Josephus informs us that Darius, while he was yet a private 
man, made a vow to God, that if ever he came to the throne, 
he would send all the holy vessels that were at Babylon, back 
again to Jerusalem; and it happened about the time of his 
accession, that Zerubbabel, who was a captain or prince of the 
Jewish captives, came from Jerusalem, to Darius, as well to 
solicit his protection against their adversaries on the other 
side of the river, as to watch a suitable opportunity of endeav
oring to persuade the king to fulfill his promise. He had 
long been known to Darius a5 a man of great judgment and 
understanding, and was therefore taken into the king's confi
dence, and put into 1\ particular trust, with two other great; 
officers, as his constant attendants. 

Darius, in the first year of his reign, gave a splendid and 
magnificent entertainment to the princes and nobility, and 
after they llad retired, finding himself unable to sleep, he fell 
into a discourse with his three favorite officers, to ~bom he 
proposed certain questions, telling them, at the same time, that 
he who should give him the most reasonable and satisfactory 
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answer should be clothed in purple, drink in a golden cup, 
wear a silken tiara, and a golden chain about his neck. 

He then proposed this question: Which is greatest, the 
strength of wine, of the king, of women, or of truth 1 To 
this the first answered, wine is the strongest j the second, that 
the king was strongest j and the third (who was Zerubbabel) 
that to011Im were stronger, but above all things TRUTH beareth 
the victory. 

On the following day the king assembled together the prin- • 
ces and nobility, to hear the question debated j and having 
placed himself upon the royal seat of judgment, he called 
upon them to make a public defense of their several opinions: 
whereupon the first began upon the strength of wine, as 
follows: 

" 0 ye princes a-nd rulers, how exceedi ng strong is wine I 
it causeth all men to err that drink it: it maketh the mind of 
the king and the beggar to bt' all one; of the bondman and 
the freeman j of the poor lUan and of the rich j it turneth, 
also, every thought into jollity and mirth, so that a man re
membereth neither sorrow nor debt j it changeth and elevateth 
the spirits, and enliveneth the heavy hearts of the miserable. 
It maketh a man forget his brethren, nnd draw his sword 
against his best friends_ 0 ye princes nnd rulers, is not wine 
the strongest, that forceth us to do these things?" 

Then began the second upon the power of kings, and spoke 
as follows: "It is beyond dispute, 0 princes and rulers, that 
God has made man master of all things under the sun; to 
command them, to make use of them, and apply them to his 
service as he pleases: but wheTeas men have only dominion 
over other sublunary creatures, kings have an authority even 
over men themselves, nnd a right of ruling them by will and 
pleasure. Now, he that is master of those who are master~ of 
all things else, hath no earthly thing above him." 
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Then began Zerubbabel upon the power of women and of 
truth, and spoke as follows: "0 princes and rulers, the force 
of wine is not to be denied j neither is that of kings, that 
unites so many men in one common bond of allegiance j but 
the super-eminency of WQmt'n is yet above all this; for l.:infJI 
are but the gifts of women, and they are, also, the mothers of 
t,hose that cultivate our'l:ineyards. 'Vomen have the power 
to make us abandon our very country and relations, and many 
times to forget the best friends we have in the world, and for
saking all other comforts to live and die with them. But 
when all is said, neither they, nor wine, nor kings, are com
parable to the almi~hty force of truth. As for all other 
things, they are mortal and transient, but truth alone is un
changeable and everlasting j tIle benefits we receive from it 
are lftlbject to no variations or vicissitudes of time and for
tune. In her judgment is no unrighteousness, and she is the -
strength, wisdom, power, and majesty of all ages. Blessed be 
the God of truth." 

When Zerubbabel had finished speaking, the princes and 
rulers cried out: "Great is truth, and mighty above all 
things." 

Then, Raid the king to Zerubbabel, ., Ask what thou wilt, 
and I will give it thee, because thou art found wisest among 
thy companions." 

Then said he to Darius, "0 king, remember thy vow, which 
thou hast vowed, to build Jerusalem in the day when thou 
shouldest come to thy kingdom, and to restore the holy ves
sels which were taken away out of Jerusalem. Thou hast 
also vowed to build up the temple, which was burned when 
Judah was made desolate by t.he Chaldees. And now, 0 
king, this is that I desire of thee, that thou make good the 
v.ow, the performance whcreof with thine own mouth thou 
ha.c;t vowed to the King of Heaven." 

Then Darius the king stood up and embraced him, and 
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gave him passports and letters to his governors and officers, 
that they should sufely convey both him and thuse who should 
go with him, to Jerusalem; and that they should not be de
layed or hind!'red from building the city and the temple, until 

ihould be finisR!!iit restored all the 
ttmaining in his ttat had been tatZin 

ZiiliCialem, when the Israel were carrle:t 
to Babylon, ad Cyrus. 

Hut it came to paii: tanballat, and 
fhe Arabians, and the mmoniies, and the Ashdodites, hear:! 
that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that the 
breaches began to be stopped, then they were very wroth, and 
conspired all of them together to come and t~ fight against 
Jerusalem, and to hinder it. Nevertheless we made our 
prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and 

because of theii" said, The strenfth 
f!!:iiZirs of burdens is there is much ruhhiih 

we are not able wall. And our 
They shall not 

among them, and cause the 
cease. And it came to pass, that when the Jews which dwelt 
by them came, they said unto us ten times, From all places 
whence ye shall return unto us they will be upon you. 

"Therefore set I in the lower places behind the wall, and 
on the higher places, I even set the people after their families, 

their swords, their thcir bows. And 
tose up, and said and to the rub!!:: 

etst of the people: 
which is great aiiL 
sons, and your 
7t came to past, enemies heard 

known unto us, and God had brough ir counllel t~ nought, 
that we returned all of us to the wall, everyone unto his 
work. And it came to pass from that time forth, that the 

21 
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half of my servants wrought in the work, and the other halt' 
of them held bot,h the spears, the shields, and the bows, and 
the habergeons j and the rulers were behind all the house ot' 
Judah. They which builded on the wall, and they that bare 
burdens, with those that laded, everyone with one of his 
hands wrought in -the work, and with the other hand held a 
Wilnpon. For the builders, every one had his sword girded by 
his side, and so builded. And he that sounded the trumpe~ 
was by me. 

"And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the 
rest of the people, The work is great and large, and we are 
separated upon the wall, one far from another. In what place 
therefore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither 
unto us: our God shall fight for us." 

"Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah 
the son of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah 
and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel, even unto 
them. Then rose up Zerubbabel, the son of Shealthiel, and 
Jeshua the son of Josadak, and began to build the house of 
God which is at Jerusalem: and with them were the prophets 
of God helping them. At the same time came to them Tat
nai, governor on this side the river, and Shethar-boznai, and 
their companions, and said thus unto them: Who hath 
commanded you to built! this house, and to make up this 
wall? Then said we unto them after this manner: What are 
the Dawes of the men that make this building? But the eye 
of tllCir God was upon the elders of the Jews, that they 
could not cause them to cease, till the matter came to Darius; 
and then they returned answer by letter concerning this mat
ter. The copy of the letter that Tatnai, governor on this side 
the river, and Shethar-boznai, and his companions the Aphar
sachites, which were on this side the river, sent unto Darius 
tIle king: They sent a letter unto him, wherein was written: 
UntQ Darius the king, all peace. Be it known unto the king, 
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that we went into the province of Judea, to the houae of the 
great God, which is builded with great stones, and timber is 
laid in the walls, and this work goeth fast on, and prospereth 
in their hands. Then asked we those elders, and said unto 
them t~us: Who commanded you to build this house, and to 
make up these walls? We asked their names also, to certify 
thee, that we might write the names of the men that were the 
chief of them. And thus they returned us answer, saying, 
We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and 
build the house that was builded these many years ago, which 
a great king of Israel builded and set up. But after that our 
fathers had provoked the God of heaven unto wrath, he ga\"e 
them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, 
the Chaldean, who destroyed this house, and carried the peo
ple away into Babylon. But in the first year of Cyrus the 
king of Babylon, the same king Cyrus made a decree to build 
this house of God. And the vessels also of gold and silver 
of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the 
temple that was in Jerusalem, and brought them into the 
temple of Babylon, those did Cyrus the king take out of the 
temple at Babylon, and they were delivered unto one whose 
name was Sheshbazzar, whom he made governor i and said 
unto him, Take thel!e vessels, go, carry them into the temple 
that is in Jerusalem, and let the h6use of God be builded in 
his place. Then came the same Sheshbazzar, and laid the 
foundation of the house of God which is in Jerusalem: and 
since that time even until now hath it been in building, and 
yet it is not finished. Now, therefore, if it seem good to the 
king, let there be search made in the king's treasure-house, 
which is there at Babylon, whether it be so, that a decree was 
made of Cyrus the king to build this house of God at Jerusa
lem, and let the king send his pleasure to us concerning this 
matter."-Ezra v. 

"Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made 
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in the house of the rolls, where the treasures were laid up in 
Babylon. And there was found at Achmetha, in the palace 
that is in the province of the l\Jedes, a roll, and therein was a 
record thns written: In the first year of Cyrus the king, the 
same Cyrus the king made a decree concerning the house of 
God at Jerusalem, Let the house be builded, the place where 
they offered sacrifice, and let the foundations thereof be 
strongly laid; the hight thereof threescore cubits; and the 
breadth thereof threescore cubits; with three rows of great 
stones, and a row of new timber: and let the expenses be 
given out of the king's house. And also let the golden and 
silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar 
took forth out of the temple which is at Jerusalem and brought 
unto Babylon, be restored, and brought again unto the temple 
which is at Jerusalem, everyone to his place, and place them 
in the house of God. Now, therefore-, Tatnai, governor be
yond the river, Shethar-boznai, and your companions the 
Apharsachites, which are beyond the river, be ye far from 
thence; let the work of this house of God alone, let the gov
ernor of the .Jews, and the elders of the Jews, build this 
house of God in his place. ~Ioreover, I make a decree what 
ye'Shall do to the elders of these Jews, for the building of 
this house of God; that of the king's goods, even of the 
tribute beyond the river, forthwith expenses be given unto 
these men that they be not hindered. And that which they 
have need of, both young bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for 
the burnt-offerings of the God of Heaven; wheat, salt, wine, 
and oil, according to the appointment of the priests which are 
at Jerusalem, let it be given them day by day without fail; 
that they may offer sacrifices of sweet savors unto the God of 
Heaven, and pray for the life of the king and of his sons. 
Also I have made a decree, that whosoever shall alter this 
word, let the timber be pulled down from his house, aad, being 
set up, let him be hanged thereon; and let his house be made 
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a dunghill for this. And the God that hath caused. his 
name to dwell there, destroy all kings and people that.shall 
put to their hand to alter and to destroy this house of God 
which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have made a decree j let it 
be done with speed. Then Tatnai, governor on this side the 
river, Shethar-boznai, and their companions, according to that 
which Darius the king had sent, so they did IIpeedily. And 
the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered through 
the prophesying of Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the 
son of Iddo j and they builded, and finished it, according to 
the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the 
commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of 
Persia. And this house was finished on the third day of the 
month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of 
Darius the king," and in the year of the world 3489.-Ezra vi. 

Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



THE ORDER 

01' 

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR. 

DigilizedbyGoogle ----



Digitized by Google 



CHAPTER XIX. 

OBSBRV ATIONS ON THE ORDERS OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAB, AND 

KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 

According to the Abbe de Vertot, the Order of Knights of 
Malta, who were originally callp.d Hospitallers of St. John of 
Jerusalem, took its rise about the year 1099; from which 
time to the year 1118, their whole employment was works of 
charity, and taking care of the sick. 

Some time after the establishment of this Order, nine gen
tlemen of whose names two only remain on record, viz. : Hugho 
de Pagan is and Godfrey Adelman formed a society to guard 
and protect the Christian pilgrims who traveled from abroad 
to visit the holy Sepulcher. 

These men were encouraged by the Abbot of Jerusalem, 
who assigned them and their companions a place of retreat in 
a Christian church, called the Church of the Holy Temple, 
from which they were called Templars, and not from the tem
ple of Jerusalem, that having been destroyed by Titus Ves
pasian, 982 years before the society of Templars was instituted. 

The society increased rapidly, and was much respected i but 
had neither habit, order, or mark of distinction, for the space 
of nine years, when Pope Honorius II., at the request of 
Stephen, Patriarch of Jerusalem, laid down a rule and maDDer 
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of life for them j and ordained that they should be clothed in 
white i to which garment Pope Eugenius III. added a red 
cross, to be worn on the breast, which they prolllised by a 
solemn oath to observe forever. 

Incited by the example of the KnightB Pemplar, about the 
year 1118, the Hospitaller, also took up the profession of 
arms, in addition to their original charitable profession j ocou
pying themselves at one time in attending upon the siok, and 
at others in aots of hostility against the Turks and Saracens. 
At this time they took the name of Knights Hospitallers. 

Both Orders flourished and inoreased daily i but that of the 
Templars, though the younger of the two, having from its 
original establishment been wholly employed in the profession 
of arms, was by many esteemed to be the most honorable; 
and therefore many noblemen, princes, and persons of the 
highest distinotion, who thought the service of tending the 
sick too servile an employment, entered themselves among 
the KnightB Pemplar, in preferenoe to the other Order. 

Both Orders, for years, generally took the field together, 
and, as well by themselves as in oonjunction with the troops 
of the Crusades, won many battles, and performed prodigies 
of valor. The emulation, however, which subsisted between 
them ;ften ocoasioned warm disputes, which rose to such a 
hight as produoed frequent skirmishes between detached par
ties of the two Orders. This oocasioned the Pope and the 
respeotive Grand Masters to interfere; who in a great measure 
suppressed these quarrels j but the Knights of the different 
Orders ever afterward oontinued to view eaoh other with jeal
ous eyes. 

Some time after these difficulties were thus partially sup
pressed, the Turks assembled a great foroe and drove the 
whole of the Christians out of Palestine. The last fortress 
they had possession of was that of St. John d'Aore. This was 
long and bravely defended by the Knights Templar against 
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their besiegers. The Turks, however, at last forced three 
hundred Knights, being all that remained of the garrison, to 
take refuge in a strong tower, to which also the women fled 
for safety. The Turks hereupon set about undermining it, 
which they in a short time so effectually accomplished, that 
the Knights saw, in case they held out any longer, they must 
inevitably perish. They therefore capitulated, stipulating, 
among other things, that the honor of their women should 
not be violated. Upon this, the tower being opened, the 
Turks marched in; but, in total breach of the terms of capit
ulation, they immediately began to offer violence to the women. 
The enraged Knights instantly drew their swords, hewed in 
pieces all the Turks who had entered, shut the gates against 
those who remained without, and resigned themselvel to inev
itable dea~h, which they soon met with, by the tower being 
undermined and thrown down upon their heads. 

After this defeat, the two Orders found an asylum in the 
island of Cyprus j from whence, after some time, the Knights 
Templar, finding their number so diminished as to leave no 
hopes of effecting any thing toward the recovery of the holy 
land, without new CI'IlSades (which the Christian princes did 
Dot seem inclined to set on foot), returned to their different 
commanders in the various parts of Christendom. 

From this time the Orders separated; the Knights Hospi
tallers remained a while at Cyprus, from whence they after
ward went to Rhodes, and thence to Malta; which name they 
then assumed. The Knights Templar dispersed themselves 
throughout all Europe, but still enjoyed princely revenues, 
and were extremely wealthy. 

Vertot says, that Pope Boniface VIII. having engaged in a 
warm dispute with Philip, king of France, the two Orders, as 
had too frequently happened before, took opposite sides. The 
Knights of Malta declared in favor of King Philip, while the 
Knights Templar espoused the cause of the Pope. This con-
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duct, Philip, partly from a revt'ngeful disposition, and partly 
from the hope of getting pO(lsession of the vast wealth of the 
Knights, never could forgive; but formed, thenceforward, the 
design of suppressing the Order, whenever a proper opportu
nity should offer. This, however, did not occur, until after 
the decease of Pope Boniface. 

Immediately on the death of that pontiff, the Cardinals 
assembled to elect his successor; but party disputes ran so 
high in the conclave, that there seemed no probability of 
again filling the papal chair very speedily. At length, through 
the intrigues and machinations of the friends of Philip, the 
Cardinals were all brought to consent to the election of any 
priest that he should recommeud to them. 

This was the darling object the monarch had in view: this 
being accomplished, he immediately sent for the Archbishop of 
Bordeaux, whoSe ambition he knew had no bounds, and who 
would hesitate at nothing to gratify it; and communicated to 
him the power he had received of nominating a person to the 
papal chair, and promising he should be the person, on his 
engaging to perform six conditions. The Archbishop greed
ily snatched at the bait, and immediately took an oath on the 
sacrament to the faithful performance of the conditions. 
Philip then laid open to him live of the conditioDs, bllt 
reserved the sixth until after the Archbishop's coronation as 
Pope; which soon took place in consequence of the recom
mendation of the king to the conclave; and the new Pope 
took upon himself the name of Clement V. 

Vertot goes on to say, that a Templar and a citizen of 
Beziers, having been apprehended for some crime, and com
mitted together to a dungeon, for want of a priest confessed 
to each other j that the citizen, having heard the Templar's 
confession, in order to save his own life, accused the Order to 
King Philip j charging them, on the authority of what his 
fellow prisoner had told him, with idolatry, sodomy, robbery 
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and murder j adding that the Knights Templar being secretly 
:Mohammedans, each Knight, on his admission in the Order, 
was obliged to renonnce Jesus Christ, and to spit on the cro!!s 
in token of his abhorrence of it. Philip, on hearin~ these 
accusations, pardoned the citizen, and disclosed to the Pope 
his sixth condition, which was the suppression of the Order 
of Knights Templar. 

Not only every Knight Templar mu~t know to a certainty 
the absolute. falsehood of these chargcs, but every unpreju
diced reader of Vertot's history must also perceive that the 
whole of their accusation was the product of Philip's own 
brain, in order to accomplish his long-wished-for object of 
(Iupprc!!sing the Order, and getting possession of their vast 
riches in his dominions. It is therefore, evident that the 
story of the Templar's confession was all a forgery, and that 
the citizen was no other than a tool of Philip, who, to insure 
his own pardon, was prevailed on to make oath of such a 
confession having been made to him by the Templar. 

The historian proceeds to say, that in consequ~nce of this 
accusation, the Knights Templar in France, and other parts 
of the Pope's dominions, were imprisoned by his order, and 
put to the most exquisite tortures, to make them confess them
selves guilty. They, however, bore these tortures with the 
most heroic fortitude, persisting to the last in asserting their 
own innocence, and that of their Order. 

In addition to these proceedings, Pope Clement, in the year 
1312, issued his bull for the annihilation of the Order of 
Knights Templar, which he caused to be published through
out every country in Christendom. He at the same time gave 
their possessions to the Kni~hts of Malta, which appropria
tion of the Templar's estates was assented to by most of the 
sovereigns in Europe; and there is now extant among the 
English statutes, an act of parliament, whereby, after sotting 
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forth that the Order of Templars hall been suppressed, their 
possessions in England are confirmed to the Knights of St. 
John. 

Vertot, however, further says, that in Germany, the histo
rians of that nation relate, that Pope Clement having sent his 
bull for abolishing the Order, to the Archbishop of lUetey, 
for him to enforce, that prelate summoned all his clergy 
together, that the publication might be made with greater 
solemnity j and that they were suddenly surprised by the 
entry of Wallgruffor Count Sauvage, one of the principals of 
the Order, attended by twenty other Templars, armed, and in 
their regular habits. 

The Count declared he was not come to do violence to any 
body, but having heard of the bull against his Order, came to 
insist that the appeal which they made from that decree to 
the next council, and the successor of Clement, should be 
received, read and published. This he pressed so warmly, 
that the Archbishop, not thinking it proper to refuse men 
whom he s~w armed, complied. He sent the appeal afterward 
·to the Pope, who ordered him to have it examined in a council 
of his province. Accordingly, a synod was called, and after 
a lengthy trial, and various formalities which were then ~ 
observed, the Templars of that province were declared inno
cent of the crimes charged upon them. 

Although the Templars were thus de~lared innocent, it does 
not appear that either their possessions or their government, 
as a distinct order was restored j but that their estates in the 
German Empire were divided between the Knights of l\lalta 
and the Teutonic Knights; to the first of which Orders, many 
Knights Templar afterward joined themselves. This appears 
altogether probable from the following circulllstances, viz.: It 
is unquestionable, that the habit of the Knights Templar 
was originally white j but we now observe they distinguish 
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themselves by the same color as the Knights of Malta, viz. : 
black; which change can not be accounted for in any otller 
way than by a union with the Knights of that Order. 

MANUAL. 

The throne is situated in the cast; above is suspended the 
arms of the Grand Patron, between a banner of the emblems 
of the Order, and another of the arms of' the Grand }[aster. 

On the right of the throne the Deputy Grand }Iaster, and 
Past Grand Master; or in Subordinate Encampments the Past 
Grand Commander. 

On the left the Grand Prelate and Grand Chancelor. 
The Grand Treasurer on the right, and the Grand Register 

on the left in front. 
The Knights, who are entitled to seats above the standards, 

are so arranged .s that there shall be an equal number on 
each side the throne. 

Over the stall of each is a banner of arms or emblems. 
Next on each side is a standard-bearer, with a banner of sky
blue silk, on which is a cross of Malta in lOilver, with the 

• motto, Tile will of God. 
Next below the standards two experts, one bearing a "pear 

and a shield, and the other a battle-axe. Next to them the 
sword-bearer, and cross-bearer; then the Knights not in office, 
concluding with the twp stewards, each with his staff. 

lD the south-west the Senior Warden; in the north-west 
the Junior Warden. 

In _ the west, between the Warden, a stall for the initiate, 
supported by the ~[aster of Ceremonies and a herald. 

APRONS. 

White, with a black border; or black, with a white border. 
The flap, black, and a skull and crOBB bones embroidered in 
silver thereon. 

DRESS. 

A full Buit of black, with a rapier and military hat; a broad 
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black on tho right shoulder; across the body to the left side, 
ornamented with a silver star opposite to the left breast, hav
ing seven points. 

The Grand l\Iaster or Commander, a star of nine points j 
in the center of the star a cross and serpent of gold, sur
rounded by a circle, on which is engraved, or enameled, In 
Hoc Si!J1'o Yinces. 

The following passages of Scripture are occasionally re
hearsed in encampments of Knights Templar. 

"James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
the twelve tribes which arc scattered abroad, greeting. 1\Iy 
brethren, count it all joy when you fall into divers tempta
tions; knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience. But let patienoe have her perfect work, that ye may 
be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. If any of you lack 
wisdom let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraidetll not; and it shall be given him. But let him 
ask in faith, nothing wavering; for he that wavereth is like a 
wavo of the sea, driven with the wind, and tossed. For let • 
not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 
A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. Let the 
brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted. If any 
man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his 
tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, that man's religion is 
vain. Pure religion, and undefiled before God and the Father, 
is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep himself unspotted from the world." 

EXHORTATION. 

1. Let tIle brother of low degree rejoice in that he is 
exalted. 

2. Come unto me all yo that labor and Are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. 
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3. Christ suffered for us, leaving us an enmple that we 
should follow his steps. 

4. For we were as sheep going astray,. but now are we re
turned to the shepherd and bishop of our souls. 

5. If our brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily 
food, and one of you say, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and 
filled, and ye give them not of those things which are need
ful for the body, what doth it profit? 

6. To do good and to communicate forget not, for with 
such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

7. May he who is able send you forth into the world 
thoroughly furnished for every good work, keep you from 
falling into vice and error, improve, strengthen, establish and 
perfect you. 

.. 
Then one of the twelve, called J uw Iscariot, went unto 

the chief priests, and said unto them, What will ye give me, 
and I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with 
him for thirty pieces of silver. And from that time he sought 
opportunity to betray him. Now, the first day of the feast 
of unleavened bread, the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto 
him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the pass
over? And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say 
unto him, The master saith, My time is at hand; I will keep 
the passover at thy house with my disciples. And the dis
ciples did as Jesus had appointed them. And they made 
f4!&Ciy the passover. Now when the even was come, he sat 
down with the twelve: And as they did eat, he said, Verily 
I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. And they 
were exceeding sorrowful, and began everyone of them to 
say unto him, Lord, is it I? Add he answered and said, He 
that dippeth Lis hand with me in the dish, the same shall 
betray me. The son of man goeth, as it is written of him; 
but .0 unto that man by wbom the SQn of man ia betrayed I. 

88 
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It had been good for that man if he had not been born. Then 
Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, Master, is it 
I? He said unto him, Thou hast said.-Matt. xxvi: 14-25. 

Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethse
mane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and 
pray yonder. And he took with him Peter and the two sons 
of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy. Then 
saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. And he went 
a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, 0 my 
!lather, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me j neverthe
less, not as I will, but as thou wilt. And he cometh unto the 
disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, 
What I could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptat.ion: the spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak. He went away again the second 
time, and prayed, saying, 0 my Father, if this cup may not 
pass away from me, except I drink i~, thy will be done. And 
he came and found them asleep again j for their eyes were 
heavy. And he left them, and went away again, and prayed 
the third time, saying the same words. Then cometh he to 
his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take 
your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the son of man 
is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going: 
behold, he is at hand that doth betray me. And while he yet 
spake, 10, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great 
multitude, with swords and staves, from the chief priests and 
elders of the people. Now he that betrayed him gave them a 
sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold 
him fast. And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail 
Master j and kissed him.-Matt. xxvi: 36-49. 

When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that 
rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his 
handa before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the 
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blood of this j1l8t person; see ye to it. Then answered all 
the people and said, His blood be upon us, and our children. 
Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had 
scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. Then the 
soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall, and 
gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers. And they 
stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. And when they 
had platted a crown of thorns they put it upon his llead, and 
a reed in his right hand; and they bowed the knee before 
him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, king of the Jews! And 
they spit upon him, and took the reed and smote him on the 
head. And after that they had mocked him, they took the 
robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led 
him away to crucify him. And as they came, out they found 
a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to 
bear his cross. And when they were come unto a place called 
Golgotha, that is to say, A place of a scull, they gave him 
vinegar to drink, mingled with gall; and when he had tasted 
thereof he would not drink. And they crucified him, and 
parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophet, -They parted my garments 
among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots. And, 
Bitting down, they watched him there; and set up over his 
head his accusation written, THIS IS JESUS THE KING 
OF THE JEWS.-MaU. xxvii: 24-38. 
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And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the 
&ciples, and said, (the number of the names together 
were about an hundred and twenty,) men and brethren, this 
Scripture must Deeds have been fulfilled, which the Holy 
Ghost by the mouth of David, spake before concerning Judas, 
which was guide to them that took Jesus. For he was num
bered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. Now 
this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and 
falling headlong he burst asunder in the midst, and all his 
bowels gushed out. And it was known unto all the dwellers 
at Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their proper 
tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood. For it 
is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be 
desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishopric let 
another take. Wherefore, of these men which have com
panied with us all the time, that the Lord Jesus went in and 
out among us, beginning from the baptism of John, unto 
that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be 
ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. And 
they appointed two, Joseph, called Barsabas, who was sur
named Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed, and said, 
Thou, Lord, which knowest the hoarts of all men, shew 
whether of these two thou hast ohosen, that he may take 
part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by 
transgression foIl, that he might go to his own place. And 
they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon :Matthias; and 
be was numbered with the eleven apostlos.-Acts i: 15-26. 

Finally my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might. 

Put on the whole armor of God, that ye mAy be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil. 

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities and powers, against the rulers of the darknesl 
01 the world, against spiritual wiokedness ill high plaoea. 
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Wherefore, take unto you fre whole armor 01 God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to siand. 

Stand therefore having your loins girt about with truth j 
on the breast-platki 

feet shod with 

tkiking the shield 
, the fiery daZ'tki 

And take the helmet of Salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God.-iph. vi. 10-17. 
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, CHAPTER XX. 

KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 

THE following passages of Scripture are occasionally 
rehearsed in encampments of Knights of l\'Ialta. 

And when they were escaped, then they knew that the 
island was called Melita. And the barbarous people shewed 
us no little kindness; for they kindlod a fire, and received ns 
every one, because of the present rain, and because of the 
Cold. And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and 
laid them on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and 
fastenei\ on his hand. And when the barbarians saw the 
venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among them
selves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he 
hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live. 
And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. 
Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen 
down dead sllddenly; but after they had looked a great while, 
and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, 
and said that he was a god.-Acts xxviii: 1-6. 

And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And 
the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF 
THE JEWS.-St. John xix: "19. 

28 
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But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was DO' 
wit.h them when Jesus came. The other disciples, therefore, 
said. unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto 
them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the Daile, 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my 
hand into his side, I will not believe. And after eight days, 
again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them. TheD 
came J eaus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and 
said, Peace be unto you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach 
hither thy finger, and behold my hands j and reach hither 
thy hand, and thrust it into my side j and be not faithless, 
but bclieving. And Thomas answered and- said unto him, 
My Lord and my God.-John xx: 24-28. 

CHARGE TO A N'EWLY CREATED SIB KNIGHT TEMPLAR AND 

KNIGHT OF MALTA. 

This charge is from a later author; there was none in the Monitor. 
It is taken frolR CroBB. 

SIR KNIGHT:-Having passed through the several degrees 
and honorary distinctions of our ancient and honorable insti
tution-in your admissio>n to the tesselated Masonic ground 
floor-your ascent into the middle chamber-your entrance 
to the unfinished sanctum sanctonl1n-your regularly passin{t 
the sevcral gates of the temple-induction to the oMmta-
chair, witnessing the completion and dedicatioD of that super!. 
model of excellence, the Temple, which has immortalized the 
names of our ancient Grand l\lnsters, and the justly celebrated 
cral'tsmen :-Having wrought in the ruins of the first Temple, 
and from its sacred RO!lal Arch brought to light incalculable 
treasures and advantages to the Craft.---Having duly studicd 
into the way and manner of their concealment j also having 
beeu engaged in the hazardous enterprise of traversing an 
encmy's dominions, and there convincing' a foreign prince 
that truth is Kreat and will prevail-therefore you are DOW 
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admitted to a participation of thOBe labors which are to effect 
the erection of a Temple more glorious than the first, even 
that beauteous Temple of Holinu. and Innot:eTI,c.e, whose pil
lars are Charity, Mercy and J'Ulti~, the foundation of which 
is in the breast of everyone, who has tasted that the Lord is 
gracious; to whom coming as unto a living .tone, disallowed 
indeed of men, but chosen of God and precious, even that 
hope which is an anchor to the soul both sure and steadfast, 
that demonstrates the existence of the soul, and animates us 
with the certainty of a glorious immortality. 

And now, Sir Knight, we bid you welcome to all those 
rights and privileges, even to that disinterested friendship, 
and unbounded hospitality which ever has, and we hope and 
trust ever will continue to adorn, distinguish, and characterize 
this noble Order. 

It will henceforth become your duty as well as inclination, 
to assist, protect, and befriend, the weary way-worn traveler 
who finds the hights of fortune inaccessible, and the thorny 
paths of life broken, adverse, aJ;ld forlorn; to succor, defend, 
and protect innocenc.e, the diatrtlued, and helplel8, ever stand
ing forth as a champion to espouse the cause of the Christian 
Religion. 

You are to inculcate, enforce, and practice virtue i and 
amid all the temptations which surround you, never to be 
drawn aside from the pafb of duty, or forgetful of those due 
guards and pass-words which are necessary to be had in per
petual remembrance; and while one hand is wielding the sure 
defenBe for your Companion in datlger, let the other grasp 
the mystic Trowel, and widely diffuse the genuine cement of 
Brotherly Love and Friendship. 

Should calumny assail the character of a Brother Sir Knight, 
recollect that you are to step forth and vindicate his good 
name, anel assist him on all necessary occasions. Should 
assailanta ever attempt your honor, interest, or happineu, 
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remember, also, at the same time, you have the counsel and 
support)f your brethren, whose mystic words, combining the 
virtues of Faith, Hope, aud Charity, with JUltice, JibrtitwltJ 
and Mercy, will leap from their scabbards in defense of your 
just rights, and insure you a glorious triumph over all your 
enemies. 

On this occasion permit me, Sir Knight, to remind you of 
our mutual engagements, our reciproca1 ties; for whatever 
may be your situation or rank in life, on close examination, 
you will find those in similar stations, who have dignified 
themselves and been uscful to mankind. Whether, therefore, 
you are placed upon the highest pinnacle of worldly grandeur, 
and distinctly seen to glitter from afar; or glide more secnrely 
in the humble vale of obscurity, unnoticed save by a few; it 
matters not, for a few rolling suns will close the scene, 
when nought but holiness will serve as a sure pass-word to 
gain admission into that REST prepared from the foundation 
of the world. You are therefore called upon to discharge all 
your duties with fidelity and patience, whether in the.field, in 
the Senate, on the Bench, at the Bar, or at the Holy Altar. 

If you see a Brother bending under the cross of adversity 
and disappointment, look not idly on, neither pass by on the 
other side, but fly to his relief. If he be deceived, tell him 
the Truth; if he be calumniated, vindicate his causej for, 
although in some instances, he may have erred, still recollect 
that indiscretion in him should never destroy humanity in 
you. 

Finally, Sir Knights, as memento moM is deeply engraved 
on all sublunary enjoyments, let us ever be found in the habili
ments of righteousness, traversing the straight path of recti
tude, virtue, and true holiness j so that having discharged our 
duty here below, performed the pilgrimage o/life, burst the 
banda 0/ mortality, passed over the Jorda.", 0/ death, and 
safely landed on the broad shore of eternity-there, in the 
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presence of myriads of attending angels, we may be greeted 
as brethren, and received into the widely extended arms of 
the blessed EHANUEL, and for 'ever made to participate in his 
Heavenly Kingdom. 

There is no form of constituting Encampments and installing officers 
in the }Iouitor, and we ca1l not use those in other authors without a 
Tiolation of copyright. 

Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



A PRACTICAL SYNOPSIS 

or 

MASONIC LA W AND USAGE. 

FOR GENERAL USE 

BY ROB MORRIS, 

)(A80NIC AUTHOR AND LIlCTURRa 

Digitized by Google 



I 

Digitized by Google 



PREFATORY REMARKS. 

" THE system of Masonio law has little of the republican 
or democratio spirit about it. All its greater principles (well 
termed in Masonic parlance landmarks) and most of the 
minor details of its governmental polity, are provided to our 
hands as they were provided to our fathers' hands ages since, 
in the traditions and publications of the Order. Of all the 
wretched theories into which even some learned in the eoon
omy of Masonic government have been misled, none proba
bly have been more pernicious in their results than that 
assumption whioh places the original and sole authority of 
Masonic government in the CDnlJe1lt of the gov~d. This 
error strikes a blow at the very base of the structure on which 
all government and order rests among men, the inviolable 
aanctily of law. It substitutes popular caprice for the author
ity of antiquity, and, perhaps, it is not too much to add, in 
view 'of the high and mighty purposes for which the Masonio 
institution was originally set up, the authority of God. It 
writes upon the sand of the wave-washed sea-shore the laws 
which ought to be carved in the rock of' eternal justice."* 

Under these impressions, I have devoted my attention in 
this work, less to the local and ephemeral legislation of' mod
ern Grand Lodges than to those fragments of Masonic law, 
ancient and universal, which remain to us in the" Constitu
tions," "Charges," etc., happily reserved from the ravages of 
time. In these there is space enough to set up the posts 
and pillars of the Masonic structure, and to erect an edifice 
which shall be recognized by the intelligent eyes of Masons 
every where, and shall stand until the last great purpose for 

• Altl'red from a palsage in a late Discourse upon" Reverence for 
Law," by Rev. J. P. 8a1rord, D. D. 
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which the Institution was originally designed shall be accom
plished. The authority for each of these Masonio decisions 
IS derived directly or indirectly from the "Constitutions" and 
"Charges," accessible in these latter days to every seeker for 
Masonic light. It matters but little to the present writer 
whether they are found to agree with the local practices in 
all the thirty-six Grand Lodge jurisdictions of the United 
States or not. 

But it matters much to the reader, earnestly bent upon pur
suing the science of Masonry, according to ancient and uni
versal principles, that he finds discrepancies, sometimes flln
damental in their nature, in the usages of the Craft around 
him. It is not a little disheartening to the conscientious 
student of Masonry to discover that his covenant with the 
Grand Lodge, and his covenant with the Craft universal, are not; 
identical. This has startled, discouraged, disgusted many a 
young and zealous Brother who, but for this, had attained to 
be a bright light in the Masonic Sooiety. 

The first duty of the reader of this Synopsis, is to obey the 
edicts of his Grand Lodge. Right or wrong, his very exist
ence as a ?tlason hangs upon obedience to the powers immedi
ately set above him. Failure in this must infallibly bring 
down expulsion which, as a Masonio death, ends all. Tho one 
unpardonable crime in a Mason is contumacy, or disobedience. 

But Grand Lodges are easily swayed, and most easily 
swayed in the right direction. There are so many lights avail
able at the present time-the argument irrefragible (" it is 
opposed to the Masonic Landmarks,") can be hurled from so 
many engines-from books, from periodicals, from intelligent 
lecturers, from largo and increasing usage-that the zealous 
and learned Brother, conscientiously opposed to an innovation 
adopted by the Grand Lodge which governs him, has it almost 
in his own power to control that body and effect a change. 
My personal observations have given me numerous instances 
to confirm this most encouraging opinion and reduce it to a 
oertainty .. 

Then let the ardent and unselfish Brother take courage. 
Perusing these "decisions" which, indeed, are not mine 
but those of thousands and of tens of thousands, let him 
oompare them one by one with the ancient law to whioh 
I, in common with all thc Oraft, humbly bend, and if found 
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accordant therewith, let him be the vehicle of their introduc
tiou into the practice of his own Grand Lodge. Let him be 
a co-laborer with those thousands and tens of thousands who 
are already enjoyiug some of the sweets of a viotory, accom
plished under the auspices of "time, patience, and persever
ance," a band whose numbers are increasing clay by day, and 
with whom "the only contention is that noble contention, or 
rather emulation, of who best can work and best agree." 

To make the alphabet as nearly complete as pOl!sible, I have 
added a few topics, suoh as Adoption, etc., etc., wlrich are not 
so directly conneoted with the Masonic system as some others, 
but which it is hoped the reader will find instructive. 

In oontinuation of this Synopsis, the reader is advised to 
UBe the following works: Morris's Code of Masonio Law; 
Hubbard's Deoisions of Masonio Questions i Maokey's Prin
ciples of Masonio Law i O. W. Moore's Decisions of Masonio 
Questions, as scattered through the volumes of The Freema
son's Magazine, Boston i and Mackey'S Lexicon of Freema
sonry. Dr. George Oliver has recently published a work 
upon Masonio J urisprndence, which I have not seen, but take 
it for granted it is of equal weight with his other valuable 
publicatioDs. 

The reader's devoted Brother, 
ROB MORRIS. 

Lol1I8VILLII, Ky., JanuaT'!J I, 1859. 
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ADOPTION. 

t See al80 Androgynous; Eastern Star; Females; Good Samaritan; 
Heroine of Jericho; 1101y Virgin; Mason'. Daughter.) 

Adoptive :Masonry is that system by which it is proposed to 
secure the attachment of females to the Masonic institution, 
and to afford them some means, however partial or imperfect, 
of recognizing and being recognized by Masons, when other
wise strangers. There are many orders or degrees of Adopt
ive :l\Iasonry in vogue. 

The philosophy of Adoptive :Masonry lies in this, that the 
worthy and distressed widow and orphan daughter of a Master 
Mason are entitled, by the very covenant of Symbolical Ma
sonry, to the same measure of protection and relief as the 
Master Mason himself. It would seem to follow then that 
some means should be cammunicated to such females by 
which they may make their claims good and enjoy the valuable 
privileges to which their relationship entitles them. • 

The principal Orders or Degrees of Adoptive ~Iasonry 
practiced in the United States are named in the parenthesis in 
the caption. The most popular and most consistent of them 
all is The Eastern Star, which is communicated under proper 
precautions to the wives, widows, sisters and daughters of 
worthy Master Masons. 

There is no special privilege, however, inherent in any of 
these Orders of Adoptive Masonry; in none of them is it pro
posed t~ bring females nearer to l\-Iasonry, or to communicate 
any of its secrets to them; or to extend its benefits more 
abundantly to them. The sole desiKn is, as before atated, to 
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enable them to secure privileges already, by their relationship 
to Master Masons, their due, and thus induce them the more 
highly to prize a system from the inner mysteries of which 
they, from their very sex, are for ever debarred. 

All the orders or degrees of Adoptive ~Iasonry, like those 
of Capitular and Cryptic 1\lasonry, are modern i none of them 
exceeding a century in age. 

There is no general head or government to the orders of 
Adoptive Masonry. Every person who communicates. them 
varies their ceremonies, obligations, ete., to his own taste; 
consequently, with the exception of one (The Easier-n Star), 
they possess, at present, but little value as a means of recog
nition; being deficient in univer.alit!J, the very essence of a 
Masonio system. 

ADULTERY. 
(See also Discipline; Females; Fornication.) 

There is no offense in the Masonic code treated more severely 
than unlawful carnal connexion with the female relation of a 
Mason. It is considered well-nigh unpardonable. No degree 
of solicitation, however urgent on the part of the one i no cir
oumstances of temptation, however great, on the part of the 
other i and no after repentance, however sincere, are admitted 
in plea. The penalty is expulswn, and the door of return to 
the Order closed for ever. Adultery or fornication with an
other party, however, stands upon the same footing as other 
offenses enumerated in the Decalogue. 

AFFILIATION. 
(See I\lso Discipline; Non-affiliation; Withdrawals.) 

The connection between the Master :Mason and his Lodge, so 
vitally important to his Masonic usefulness and character, and 
so urgently enjoined in the" Ancient Charges," is denomi
nated a.IJUiatwn. It is a crying evil of the present day that 
thousands of brethren have been allowed to withdraw from the 
fold provided for them in the constitutions of lUasonry, and 
to encumber its workings with almost insurmountable dif
ficulties. 

Affiliation with the Lodge should be encouraged by every 
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honorable means, and none should be allowed to withdraw 
from it save for the laudable purpose of uniting immediately 
with other Lodges. Non-affiliated Masons should not be 
encouraged in their condition of withdrawal j or allowed to 
visit the Lodge more than once or twice: or admitted under 
any circumstances into the public celebrations, festivals, fune
rals, ete., of the Order j or aided from the treasury of the 
Lodge j or buried with Masonic honors j or introduced to 
Masons as brothers. 

It is lawful and proper to solicit non-affiliating Masons to 
unite with the Lodge. 

The fees of affiliation should be set at a price merely nom
inal (say 81 or 82) to allure the non-affiliating Masons to 
return to the fold. 

The following form of petition for affiliation is appropriate : 
"To the Master, Wardens and Brethren of Lodge, 

No. ----: The undersigned. a regular Master Mason, 
late a member of Lodge, No. --, at , 
respectfully prays to become a member of your Lodge. If 
his petition is granted, he pledges himself to a cheerful ac
quiescence in the By-laws and regulatioDs of the Lodge. 

(Signed) --. 
Recommended by -- ." 

fhis paper, if accepted, should be carefully preserved by 
the Secretary and filed in the Archives of the Lodge. 

A petition for affiliation, if accepted by the Lodge. is refer
red to a committee, who are permitted the term of one month 
to make suitable inquiries as to character, ete., and report 
their conclusions to the Lodge. A ballot is then spread, and 
by unanimous vote the applicant is admitted. If one or more 
black balls appear, the applicant is rejected. 

The rejection of a petition for affiliation, like that of a 
petition for initiation, removes the subject beyond the control 
of the Lodge for a certain period, designated by the Grand 
Lodge. This is usually six or twelve months. In some juris
dictions no period is set, and then the petition can be renewed 
at every meeting, if thought proper. 

TIle reception of an Entered Apprentice or Fellow-craft 
from anotb.er Lodge is not termed affiliation, although, like 
that, it demands an unanimous vote of the Lodge. It is rather 
to be considered in the light of aCcqJting unfiniahed work from 

24 
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a,Rofher Lodge, and involves the pledge, if the party is quali
fied and proves worthy, to advance him in due time. 

None but Master Masons regularly affiliated can take any 
part in balloting, or in the government of' the Lodge. Excep
tions to this rule, however, may be found in the Canadian 
Lodges, and a portion of the Lodges in Kentucky; in which, 
strangely enough, Entered Apprentices and Fellow·crafta are 
allowed a ballot and a vote. Yet even there they are not 
deemed affiliated Masons, can not vote in the eloction of offi
cers, share in the benefits of the Lodge treasury, visit the 
Grand Lodge, or receive Masonic burial. 

For the system of Honorary Affiliation see H01Iorary and 
Membership. 

ALMSGIVING. 
(See Charity, etc.) 

The bounties of Masons are due to all suffering creatures 
whom they may encounter, but more especially to Brother 
M8sons. See the caption Relit/, in the Entered Apprentice's 
Lecture. 

ANDROGYNOUS. 

(See 4Wo Adoption; E8II!l'rn Star; Good Samaritan: Heroine oC Jer
icho; Holy Virgin j Mason's Daughter. 

The theory of Androgynous or Adoptive :Masonry is this,
to afford to certain clas!les of females, entitled by the Masonic 
constitutions to the protection and aid of the Order, some 
means whereby they may knlll/) and be known by 1\'lasons wher
ever met. and thus claim their privileges. As no female can 
lawfully be entrusted with the se~rets of Symbolical Masonry, 
other means of rccognition have been invented, the names of 
which appear in the caption. 

That t,hese orders or de~ees of Androgynous Masonry have 
thus tilr failed in accomplishing so great and desirable. a result, 
is 110 argument against their use; nor is the oppollition which 
the whole system is encountering in certain quarters a matter 
of fundamental importance. This opposition ill but trifling 
compared with that which Royal Arch Masonry, now 80 
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popular, encountered in the first fifty years of its establish
meut j and the friends of Adoptive 1\la80nry lire quite as 
numerous and influential as its opponent!!, While the fact 
remains that t/tere ·is all i'lIlwrmt pri'vilt9,j in jemaltB wit/tuut the 
mea"s uj enjoyillg it, attempts will continue to be made to 
remove the dil1'crepancy. 

Modern as Andro~ynous Masonry is, it is at least as old as 
Royal Arch or Capitular Masonry, and considerably older 
than other Masonic systems which are sharing largely in the 
favor of the Cruft. 

APPEAL. 
(See Discipline.) 

In all cases of Masonic discipline an appeal to the Grand 
Lodge may be taken against the action of the Lodge, either 
by the accused or by one of the members. In case of an 
appeal the Lodge, through its Secretary, must furward to the 
(hand Secretary a certified copy of' all the evidence and papers 
ulled in the course of the trial. The original papers are to be filed 
in the archives of' the Subordinate Lodge. The punishment 
of a Brother dates from the hour of his conviction; nor does 
the appeal in itself give him standing as a 1\1ason. The Grand 
Lodge may rest{)re him to 1\1asonry, but until they do so his 
sentence is recorded against him. A restoration by the Grand 
Lodge does not imply a rel'toration to membership, but to the 
general (limited) privileges of' a demitted 1\1ason. A reversal 
of the whole proceedings and order for a new trial, however, 
restores the accused to membership, placing him exactly where 
he was before trial. 

APPRENTICES. 
(See also Crafts j Entered Apprentices j Materials j Religion.) 

A Brother baving been initiated re:rularly into the first 
degree of' lUasonry, is styled nn Apprentice or Entered 
.Apprentice. By the philosophy of' the Masonic Institution, 
be is covenanted to preserve its secrets, and charged to be 
moral and charitable. It is necessary he should profess 
belief in Deity, before he can be initiated. The principal 
tenets expounded to him, are Brotherly Love, Relief and 
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Truth; the cardinal virtues are Temperance, Fortitude, Pru
dence and Justice. (See those captions in the Entered 
Appn;ntice'n Lectm's:s') is reqeired servs, the 
personified in its executive Pead, ihe witP Freqhnm, 
Fervency and Zeal. 

Apprentice nisit at qnnry 
meqting, it teing that shall te oqqned nhe 
fi~st deg~ee for his accom~odation,~ut he is charged not to 

b~ght h~eenr to ev~~~~:;~~1.0r ~l:t X~~;;~~et'iun !::1I ~~~ 
travel as such, nor visit other Lodges than his own, except by 

~:~h;:i ~o~;t,;;;~, o~':,d th~: 'lno:~:s';~ f~~:dmlll eO:t~lrw£~~h:!;.~ 
ments with non-masons upon the topics of Masonry, but is 
encouraged to study to aClEuire a knowledge of the art by the 
assnnmce he finh the bl'othren readd to 
information, as he will be to receive it. 

An Apprentice is not allowed the benefits of the Masonic 
trealmry; to interrl'h with the honors of t,he Ordor. 
Neither can he tahe any part in the ceremonials of Masonic 
interment, the funeral Lodge and procession, being opened in 
the tlll'Y'd dehTS:e Tho fhmalo l'olativ:s, of an Pppreotice 
havo no chilr as :Ullh to protoetion aid of the tSl'a_ 

. ternity. He has no vote in the proceedings of the Lodge, nor 
can take llny pa:t in dehut,:. tte rule of 
votinh, honeocr, found in tho Lohhes, auh in 
some of the Lod~es in Kentuc\y, wherein Apprentices are 
allotl:d a vn±ll and :nice in their degroo, 

N: dues ,,:e chnrj'ed Appr:ntices, lUlr am the dnes, 
ordinary or extraordinary of the Lodge, exacted of them. 
T~e exception named above in Kentucky, applies however, to 
thIS nlie. 

An Appr?nt.ice may be tried upon regul~r charges for any 
offens~ agamst law, morals or good behavIOr, and punishEtd 
accnnilOgly, The in :Ulch :nse will be berGE"; a 
committee of the Lodge, the evidence, ete., R,eing taken in pres
ence of, the accu~ed, or it may be conducted in a Lodge of 

~:rnll\he llster:' Li!d~;~£~~::~ ~l~t :!ll:l !:t,:~~~;~iG~~: 
offense of divulging Masonic secrets, is peouliarly heinous in 
an 
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An Apprentice changing his resilience, and desiring to 
attach himself to a Lodge contiguous, may, by order of his 
former Lodge, have a certificate of his standing and good con
duct, with a recommendation. (See non-affiliation for form of 
certificate.) 

An Apprentice can not hold office in the Lodge, nor serve 
upon a committee, nor even fill an official station temporarily. 
He may (and ought) to peruse the books and periodicals in 
the Lodge library, thus qualifying himself by an acquaintance 
with the history, philosophy, and jurisprudence of Masonry, 
for af\er places of honor and usefulness. . 

No person can lawfully receive the degree of Entered 
Apprentice, save one who is mentally, morally, and physically 
perfect, according to the ancient Masonic meaning of the 
term. (See MaterialJ.) 

The theory of the First Degree is Morality. 

ARCHIVES. 
(See also Secretary.) 

Every document of the least value, belonging to the Lodge, 
should be folded to a convenient size, uniform with the rest, 
indorsed on the back as to contents and date, placed in a bundle 
of the saMe department and year, and carefully preserved by 
the Secretary, in a locked receptacle. Of this sort are all 
petitions for initiation, membership or withdrawals; all 
letters from corresponding Lodges, or from the Grand Lodge, 
or from individuals upon Masonic or business subjects; all 
evidence taken under authority of the Lodge in trial; the blot 
copies of minutes as kept by the Secretary; all receipts given 
the Secretary by the Treasurer for moneys paid him, in accor
dance with his stated or extraordinary duties; and all the 
books and records of the Lodge. 

The Secretary under the instructions of the Master, is the 
custodian or keeper of the Archives, and is responsible to 
the Lodge for the preservation of the same while in his 
charge, as well as for their faithful delivery to his successor 
when his term of service shall expire. 

The Archives of a Lodge are of\en of great historical 
value, not only to Frcemasons, but to those who compose the 
history of nations. For the purpose therefore, of securing 
them against conflagration and the assaults of thieves, a 

Digitized by Google 



278 MASONIC LAW AND USAGE. 

commodio\lll iron clo~et. should be at the command of the 
Secretary, in w Lich they may Le safely stored. 

ASSE)IBLAG ES. 

(Be? also C'ommullie"tioDs j Meetings.) 

The !'tnteu A~Felllblal!"('s of Masons, that is those meetings 
required by the By. laws, and which Muster Masons pllrtic
ulurly, lire re;!ularly bound to lIttend, should not occur oftener 
than twic-e a mOllth ill town. or onc-e a month in country 
I,odl!es. )Iore frequent mcetin~s are burdensome upon the 
feeble, the :Iged, lind thof'e immersed in business avocations; 
three da8~es of' individuals in which the most useful mem
bers ure solllctil>le!" found, and if persisted in, will eventually 
dri\'e them frolll active participation ill the work of the Lodge. 
l\Jllny n Lnd;,::c huve heen ruilled in the attempt to maintain 
week Iy mcctill;!s, There is little demand for more than 
monthly stilted Illeetilll!s. The collection of dues, passing 
upon account8, exumilling cluestions of discipline, aod 
receivilll! IInu acting upon petitions, whieh are about the only 
classes uf business neccssary to be pcrformed in slated meet
in;!", fe(luires but a two hours' session monthly. Other 
matters, sllch liS conferring degTees, interring the dead, 
in~truetin~ thc brethren, etc., aJ"e best pcrformed at calkd 
mc(!tin;!~, whi("h may be llIade as frequent as a quorum of 
ei~ht )lil~(l1I8 with the ~lnster or 11 Warden to preside, clLn be 
gat hNed together. 

I nfol'm .. l a,,~e\llblies of brethren result in no good, and 
811"uld be diseollntcn;lllced. They lead to cabals and caucuses, 
alltl ~pecdily break down thc perlcet hurmony, without which 
thl~l'll call be 110 gcnuine l'1a:<onry. There is 110 ~Iusonic 
butiinc,,, whieh (":III not. he done" in a I.odge formed." The 
illstllt(·tioll of the youlI;.t:er brethren, and the dispensations of 
charity, do 1I0t cOllie unti(!!' this rule. 

A:-,:clllhl;tges for funcral purpol'e!l, if met within a reason
aLle dit'tanee of' the Lodge, nrc controlled under the same 
rulc; II ehartl'r, a l\Ia~tcl', the Wardens; n Secretary fl.r 
)'c("lTIiinl!, and an ')1'<'11 Lodge Leing the esselltialll of all reg
Ui:ll' J\l"~()lIic guthel'illgs. - Bnt in the absence of a Lodge 
ol'.,auization, cr at II uititancc too great for such h;rl1.alit), a 
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proper number of brethren, working in the spirit of serious
ness and prudence may convene, and with the solemn riles of 
:Masons, lay" du!;'t to dust." In some juri~dictions, however, 
no publio assemblage, not e\'"en for Masonio obsequies, tan 
be held without a dispensation from an officer of the Grand 
Lodge. 

ASSIST ANCE. 
(See Chari ty, etc.) 

To help, aid and assist, a worthy distressed brother, his 
widow and orphan children, is as well a Masonic privilege, as 
a covenanted duty. Whatever derelictions of duty or short
comings, are chargeable upon the ~Iasonic brotherhood, this 
is not one, to neglect the sacred calls of charity. A lodge or 
an individual Mason, regularly accused of a spirit of par
simony, in refusing such an appeal, would meet with little 
countenance from his brethren. 

BALLOTING. 
(See Election; Voting.) 

Voting by ball!l, counters, or slips, is styled ballofing. It 
is one of the most serious acts of the Lodge. and should be 
performed under all the sanctities of the Masonic covenant. 
The three higher officers of the Lodge take joint possession of 
the ballot-box, and have special care that the result of the bal
lot is announced, while the l\Iastcr secs that the views of the 
brethren who ha\'"e voted are recorded correctly. 

The ballot is strictly secret, it being a misdemeanor for any 
member to announce his intention before voting, or the man
ner of his voting after the ball is cast. Many and serious evils 
have resulted to 1\losonry from a neglect of this provision. 
The ballot· box should be 80 arran~ed as to compel the utmost 
secresy in dropping the balls, aud a plan for collecting the 
balls should be adopted which will prevcnt too-inquisitive 
brethren (if such are present) from acquiring any knowledge 
beyond that of their own deposit. 

Eaoh member ill responsible to his own conscience alone for 
the manner of his vote. 

Each member must vote upon every question before the 
Lodge, unless excused by vote of the Lodge. 
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The ordinary usage, upon an application for initiation, is 
. that when an applicant is rejected by one ballot onl!!, a second 

ballot is taken without debate or delay. But if two or more 
black balls appear, the balloting ceases, and can never be re
sumed upon that application. A period "pecified in the Con
stitution of the Grand Lodge (usually twelve months) having. 
elapsed, a new appl-ication may be presented by the same party, 
which takes the same direction as the former. 

The ballot-box should be prepared with anxious reference 
to secresy. The ballots used may conveniently be arranged 
into bait. and cube., the former colored white, the latter black. 
The box should be lined with cloth. 

BENEVOLENCE. 
(See Charity, etc.) 

This genial virtue is inculcated in Masonic lectures, and 
impressed by the Masonic ceremonial. Every Mason of fame 
and note has illustrated it in his walk and conversation, until 
the world has learned to consider Freemasonry as the most 
benevolent institution on earth. 

BLASPHEMY. 
(See Discipline.) 

Among the highest offenses against the Masonic code, that 
of blasphemy, or avowed disrespect to the name of Deity, is 
ranked. The candidate having upon his first entrance into 
the Order declared hil trust to be "71 God, blasphemy stamps 
him a hypocrite, or implies that his trust is removed; in either 
case he is a proper subject for Masonic discipline. The term 
"irreligious libertine," u~ed in the Ancient Charges, implies 
an avowed scoffer at religion; such an one is forbidden in the 
Masonic covenants to be admitled to the Order. 

There is no excuse for confirmed blasphemy, as there is no 
temptation alluring a person to commit it. 

BY-LAWS. 
(See Constitutions, Edicts, and Rules.) 

That code of Masonio jurisprudence which, containing 
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many of the regulationll of the Grand Lodge and of the an
cient constitutions of Masonry, is extended to embrace all tho 
minor details of government and ditlcipline of a Subordinate 
Lodge, so far as they can be reduced to writing, is called the 
B!I-lalos, These should be full, explicit, systematically arra'nged 
into Chapters and Sections, printed in convenient tlize, and 
tasteful to the eye, and afforded to the members and visitors in 
ample quantities. 

The Lodge should adopt a form of By-laws only after careful 
and protracted examination and consideration. They should 
be submitted to the judgment of experienced Mallons in other 
Lodget', and, once adopted, remain forever unchanged, save in 
local particulars. Obedience to the By-laws is enforced upon 
the members by the utmost sanctity of'the Masonic covenant. 

Until thE: Grand Lodge has examined and approved the 
By-laws of a Lodge, they are not to ~c considered as perma
nently adopted, and should not be published. A Lodge work
ing Under Dispensation IIhould not print its By-laws. 

The topics which must be treated in a perfect form of By
laws are the following: 

The Lodge; its title, warrant and meetings. The A/ember
.hip; the members, their duties. The Officers; their election, 
installation and duties. Petitions; for initiation, member
ship, advancement, demit, diploma, charity, appeal. Action 
on petitions. Fillancutl.; fees, charity, wages, management 
of the funds. Committee.; standing, special. Discipline i 
offenses, trials, penlties, appeals. Anl.l;ndmtllts. 

It is not meant to imply, however, that no other topics are 
admissible. A practical exhibit of the constitution and edicts 
of the Grand Lodge and of the" Ancient Charges," or a col
lection of appropriate Masonic Songs, an appruved form of 
Funeral Service, a catalogue of the officers and mem bers of the 
Lodge since the period of its organization, and a condensed 
history of the Lodge itself, as exhibited in its own records, 
these are all appropriate to a place in, or as an appendix to the 
By-laws. A set of By-laws thus enlarged and di~nified, re
flects infinite credit upon the Lodge whose name they bear_ 

Several Grand Lodges, Kentucky bein~ the first, hll\,c framed 
standard forms of By-laws, as models for the uile or their 
Subordinates_ This is praise-worthy_ There is so little in the 
workings of one Lodge that differs from another, that nineteen-

25 
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twentieths of the text of the By-laws in 4500 Lodges might 
be stereotyped, much to the advantage of the whole. 

A code of By-laws welll!ystematized, whate\"er be the amount 
of matter tbey contain, is convenient for U!q), and no com
plaint will ever arise ss to their length (>r bulk. While on 
the contrsry, a code "' without form," as the majority are, is 
inconvenient for use, no matter how brief, and it will ne\'er 
command the respect of the members, or of the world. 

It is the duty of the Stewards (or Tyler) to place a copy of 
the By-laws on every seat, prior to opening the Lodge. A 
copy should be presented to each newly initiated Brother. 
Lodges in correspondence with each other, should exchange 
copies of their By-laws respectively. A traveling Brother 
should carry a copy of the By-laws of the Lodge of which he 
is a member, to exhibit to examining Committees, at the doors 
of the various Lodges he may desire to visit. 

Lodge's should not legislate in their By-laws against any 
practice which is legalizcd by the laws of the State. The sale 
or moderate use of ardent spirita, the traffic in lottery tickets, 
enlisting in the army, etc., where legalized as above, should 
not be denonnced by :Masonic regulations. Neither must the 
By-laws of Lodges discriminate in regard to sectarian creeds 
and faith. To legislate against belief in Universalisnl, Mor
monism, Spiritualism, etc., is not in the prerogative of !Iasonic 
1.odges, Grand or Subordinate. 

An applicant for initiation, also a \"isitor, has a right to 
demand a perusal of the By-laws of the Lodge. 

Tbe following is a" :Model Form of By-laws," prepared by 
the author of this Appendix, and first published in 1854. It 
is the earliest pattern of By-laws ever promulgated, and has 
been so ~ftcn pronounced the bcst ss to justify its insertion 
IlCre cnt.re. 
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CHAPTER I. 
TUE LODGE. 

Its Title, Warrant and JJleetings. 
SEC. t.-The Title of the Lodge. 

Tho title of this Lodge shall be ---- No. 
--. 

SEC. 2.-The Warrant of the Lodge. 
The Warrant of this Lodge is a charter granted on the 

-- day of , A. D. --, A. L. --, by the ~Iost 
Worshipful Grand Lodge of , to whose 
constitutional rules and edicts the most implicit respect and 
obedience shall ever be paid by its members. The jurisdic
tion of this Lodge extends on each side of it to a point equi
distant to the nearcst Lodge"" respectively. 

SEC. B.-The Meeting8 of the Lodge. 
The meetings of this Lodge shall be either stated, festival, 

or called. The sfatecl meetings shall be held on the ----
of each month. The hour of meeting from 

March 21st to September 22d, inclusive, shall be 7i o'clock j 
and from September 22d to March 21st., at 6 o'clock, P. AI. 
The hour of closing shall be 10 P. :M. throughout the year. 

The order of business, at every stated meeting of the Lodge, 
shall be as follow!!, subject, however, to be ehanged at any 
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time, or temporarily dispensed with, at the discretion of the 
Lodge: 

1st. Reading minutes of last stated, and all intervening 
meetings. 

2d. Unfinisht'd business. 
3d. Reports of Committees. 
4th. Balloting. 
5th. Reception of petitions. 
6th. Motions. 
7th. Work. 
All 'business of this Lodge must originate at stated meet· 

ings, except the burial of the dead and installations; all bal
loting on petitions for initiation, advancement or membership, 
and all appropriations of the funds of the Lodge, must be 
done at stated meetings. 

No stated meetings can be called off beyond the day and 
night in which it was opened, and the Lodge must be regu
larly closed before the brethren disperse. 

Degrees may be conferred at called meetings, provided the 
candidates have been duly elected at stated meetings. 

lhtiL'al meetings, for the purpose of installation or soclal 
pleasure, shall be held on the anniversaries of the Saints John 
(St. John the Baptist, June 24th; St. John the Evangelist, 
December 27th), or the day before or the day after, at such 
hour as shall have been previously designated by vote of the 
Lodge. 

Called meetings may be held at any time at the discretion 
of the Worshipful Master, by giving due notice to a reasonable 
number of the members for such purposes as may be strictly 
specified in the notice, and not incompat.ible wit,h the law8 
and usages of Masonry. All meetings of' this Lodge shall be 
held at the l'lasonic Hall, at -----, unless for funeral 
or other strictly emergent purposes the W or~hipful Master 
direct otherwise. 

No meeting of this Lodge, either sl.ated, called or festival, 
can be held unless the charter is present and displayed in 
vicw of tbe members prcsent; and none be declared open 
until after deyout prayer to God. 

This JJodge shall be represented at each Grand Communi-
cation of the Grand Lodge of' , when practi-
cable. 
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CHAPTER II. 
~HIl MEMBERSHIP. 

The Members and their Duties. 
SEC. 1.-Who are Member. of tAis Lodge. 

The members of this Lodge are all who have been or rna,. 
be initiated or elected to membership herein, and who have 
subscribed their names to these By-Laws, not having demitted 
or been excluded for un masonic conduct. 

SEO. 2.-The })uties of the Member •• 
The duties of the members of this Lodge are primarily 

divided into three classes-toward God, their neighbors and 
themselves. 

%ward God-to respect the name, and exalt the honor of 
the Grand Master in Heaven, and ever to allude to him with 
that profound respect due from the creature to the Creator; 
likewise, to love, honor and obey the Holy Bible, the Word 
of God, as the only.Masonic guide of faith and practice. 

TotCard their nei!J1&bor.-to do unto others as in like cir
oumstances they would have others do to them. 

TotCard themMllJe$-to avoid all irregularity and intemper
ance which may impair their faculties or debase the dignity of 
their profession. 

The duties of the members of this Lod/!:e are secondarily 
divided into three classes-toward an individual Brother, this 
Lodge and the body of Masonry. 

TI/ward an individual Brother-to aid him in the hour of 
difficulty; console him in the hour of grief; relieve him in dis
tress; counsel him when astray; pray for him at all times; and 
to avoid every word .and act that might injure him in person, 
character, purse, or feeling. 

1hwar(l thi. Lodge-to obey these By-Laws, and all other 
of its rules and edicts, 8S well in spirit as in letter; to uphold 
all its lawful interests, and extend the honor of its name 
throughout the l\lasonic world. . 

Tuward the body of Masumy-to support the Constitution 
of the Grand Lodge of the State of . , which is the 
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conservator and ruler of the Order in this jurisdiction, and see 
that none of the ancient landmarks of Hasonry are removed or 
overthrown. 

The various" Charges" delivered monitoriaUy to candidates 
in three symbolic degrees respectively, are hereby acknowl
edged to contain a correct summary of Masonic duties. Any 
violation of these rules, or neglect of the duties specified in 
this section, is an offense against Masonry. 

CHAPTER III. 
THE OFFICERS. 

The Officers, their Election, Installation and Duties. 
SEC. 1.-The Oiftcer. of the Lodge. 

The officers of this Lodge shall be ranked and entitled as 
follows: 

1. The Worshipful Master. 
2. The Senior Warden. 
3. The Junior Warden. 
4. The Treasurer. 
5. The Secretary. 
6. The Senior Deacon. 
7. Junior Deacon. 
S. The Steward. 
9. The Tyler. 
All the officers of this Lodge, except the Deacons, are 

elective. 
The offices of Steward and Tyler ma,. be vested in one and 

the same individual, at the discretion of the Lodge. 
SEC. 2.-The Election of the OJftur •. 

The election of the officers of this Lodge is considered 
under three heads, to wit: The time of election, the manner of 
electio!l, and the eligibility of electors. 

The time of election shall be annual-that is to sa,. on the 
----------" at such an hour as may have been 
designated at the stated meeting last preceding. But if for 
any reason the members prefer another day, the Lodge, by 
unanimous vote, may select the day before or the day after, 
at its discretion. 
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Each officer, duly elected and installed, shall hold his office 
until his successor is duly elected and installcd. 

The manner of election and appoint7l~nt shall be ns follows: 
When the day of election shall arrive, the presiding officer 
shall open this Lodge in tho third degree of Masonry. 

The Secretary shall then call over the roll of all the mem
bers of the Lodge (Master Masons) who are entitled to vote, 
beginning with the Worshipful Master, and continuing accord
ing to rank and seniority. 

Nominations for the office of Worshipful Mnster shall then 
be made-the last Master, unless excused at his own requcst 
(or withdrawn), being always considered in' nomination for 
re-election. 

The roll of voters shall again be called, 88 before j and as 
each one's name is announced, the Senior Deacon shall carry 
the box to him and receive from him a written ballot. 

When all the votes are thus collected, they shall be delivered 
to the presiding officer to count, who, after he has carefully 
ascertained the state of the vote, shall order the Secretary to 
proclaim the officer elected. 

While the Senior Deacon is collecting the votes, and until 
the Secretary has made proclamation, as aforesaid, each mem
ber shall be silent and keep his seat. None can serve ns Mas
ter nntil he has first served as Warden in this or some other 
legal Lodge. 

After the office of Worshipful Master is filled, the vote 
shall be taken for Senior Warden, for Junior Warden, for 
Treasurer and for Secretary, according to the same rules and 
principles. Finally, the offices of Steward and Tyler shall be 
filled on the same plan, except that the individuals last occupy
ing those stations shall not be considered in nomination for 
re-election, nnless specially nominated for the occasion. 

Immediately following the election of officers, as above 
described, the Worshipful Master elect shall appoint a Senior 
Deacon, and the Senior Warden elect shall appoint a Junior 
Deacon, who shall be proclaimed by the Secretary as the other 
officers. 

All preferment among Masons is grounded upon real worth 
and personal merit only j therefore no Master or Warden shall 
be chosen by seniority, but for his merit. 
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A majority of all the votes cast shall be essential to a 
(hoiC'e. 

No member shan suffer another to know for whom his vote 
is (,8St. 

No member present and entitled to vote shall be excused 
from that dllty. save by permission of the Lodge, granted for 
good anel suffirient reasons presented. 

No officer, duly elected and installed, can resign his office 
durin~ the term thereof, save by demitting. 

The f'ligibilif!l of e{e('for •. -Every l\Iltster Mason, a member 
of this Lod~e, whose dues are paid up to the day of elec~ion, 
and wbo is not at the time of election under exclusion for 
uDmasoDic conduct, sball be eligible to vote and no o~hers. 

SEC. 3.-The In.tallation of the Officer •. 
The in"tallation of the officers of this Lodge shall take 

place on December 27th. unless that day come on Sunday, or 
as !loon as practicable after their elcrtion. 

The last Paflt ~Iaster, when present, may install the Wor
shipfull\1aster elcct, wbo may then proceed to install the other 
offic·ers. 

'l'be rulet for installing shall be those set forth in tbe 
various l\Iasonic l\Ianuals, approvetl by the Urand Lodge of 
-----. 

An officer, re-clected to the offire in which he has just sened 
one or inore terms, need not be reinstalled therein. 

SEC~ 4.-The Dillie. of the Officer •. 
The duties of the officers of this Lodge are considered under 

eight beads, as follows: 
The Worship/ul M".f,.r.-In addition to those duues which 

appertain to every individual 1\Iason, and those which are 
purdy traditional, and therefore unwritten, the duties of tbe 
\\ orshipful l\IaRter are: 1. To open and preside over the 
Lod,re when present, and to make all necessary provision for 
thc faithful performance of tbose duties when absent. 2. To 
pre8erve tbe charter of the Lodge with unfailin~ care, and 
deliver it to his successor in office. 3. To see that these By
Laws, the Constitution of t,be Grand Lodj!e of , 
an'J the A ncient Constitutions of Freemasonry, be duly under
stood, respected and obeyed by the members. 4. To give 
l\iasonic instruction at every meeting of the Lodge. o. To 

" 
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take command of the other pfficcrs, and claim of them al any 
timc advice and assistance on any busincss relative to the 
Oraft. 6. To reprellent this Lodge, in conjunction with the 
Senior and Junior Wardens, at all the Grand Communications 
of the Most Worshipful Urand Lodge of the State of --
---. 7. To sce that thc proper officers collect and truly 
keep the moncys of thc Lodge; to see that the furniture and 
other valuables are not wasted, damaged or lost; and, iu the 
evcnt that the charter of this Lodge I!hould ever be forfeited 
or surrendered, to preserve tlese things subject to the or
der of the Grand Lodge. 8. To draw all orders upon the 
Tret surer, but not without the consent of the Lodj!e. 9. To 
act upon the Standing Committee of Charity. 10. To appoint 
all Committees except the Standinp; Committee of Charity. 
11. To sp.e that all un masonic conduct that comes to his 
knowledge be faithfully dealt with according to the By-Laws 
of the Lod~e and the !reneral rules of :1\Iasonry. 12. To 
guarantee to everyone charged with unmasonic conduct a 
fair trial, and an appeal to the Grand Lodge if demanded. 
13. To preside at the burial services of deceased l\laster Ma
sons, members of this Lodge. 14. To appoint the Senior 
Deacon. 15. To fill all vacant offices by pro ienl appoint
ments. 16. To convene the Lodge in called meetings, when
ever there shall appear to him an emergent occasion. 17. To 
install his successor in office. 18. To see that worthy Broth
ers, visitors from other Lodges. have courteollS attention and 
a welcome in this Lodge. 19. To give the casting vote at any 
time, in the event of a tie. 20. To appoint the standing 
Committee of Finance on the day of his inst.allation. 21. To 
read and expound to the Lodge the proceedings of the Grand 
Lodge. 22. To deride all questions of order subject to an 
appeal to the Grand Lodge, or Grand ~Iaster. 

The &nior Worde".-In addition to those duties which 
appertain to every individual Mallon, and thoRe which arc 
purely traditional and therefore unwritten. the duties of the 
8enillr Wardcn are: 1. To succeed to and exercise all the 
powers of the W orshipfulMaster in the event of hill ab~ence. 
2. To repre!'ent tho Lod~e, in conjunction with tho Worthy 
lIaster and Junior Warden. at all the Grand Communications 
of the blost Worshipful Grana Lodge of the State of --
---. 3. To act on the Standing Committee of Charity. 
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4. To appoint the J:mior Deacon .. 5. To take charge of the 
Craft during the hours of labor. 

The Junior Ward.ell.-In addition to those duties which 
appertain to every individual Mason, and those which are 
purely traditional and therefore unwritten, the duties of the 
J unior Warden are: 1. To succeed to and exercise all the 
powers of the Worshipful Master in the absence of the two 
officers above him. 2. To represent the Lodge, in conjunc
tion with the WorsbipfulMa!ter and Senior Warden, at all 
the Grand Communications of the Most Worshipful Grand 
Lodge of the State of . 3. To act on the Stand
ing Committee of Charity. 4. To take charge of the Craft 
during the hours of refreshment. 

The n-easurer.-In addition to those duties which apper
tain to every individual !lIason, the duties of the Treasurer 
are: 1. To receive all moneys from the hands of the Secre
tary. 2. To keep just and regular accounts of the same. 3. 
To pay them out at the Worshipful Master's will and pleas
ure, with the consent of the Lodge. 4. To prepare an official 
statement of his account with the Lodge, and deliver. it to the 
Master on the ------

The Treasurer shall promptly deliver to his successor in 
office all the funds of the Lodge, together with all the books, 
vouchers, ete., having any reference to the financial business 
of the Lodge. 

The &cretary.-In addition to those duties which appertain 
to every individual Mason, the duties of the Secretary are: 
1. To obscrve the Worshipful Master's will and pleasure. 2. 
To record the proceedings of the Lodge. 3. To receive all 
moneys. 4. And to pay them into the hands of the Treas
urer. 5. To attend upon trials and meetings for taking evi
dence. 6. To furnish copies of all evidence taken on trials 
where an appeal to the Grand Lodge is demanded. 7. To 
furnish diplomas, demits, certificates, ete., duly signed and 
scaled, by order of the Lodge. 8. To prepare the annual 
reports for the Grand Lodge, and certificates of the represen
tatives. 9. To notify the Grand Secretary promptly of all 
expulsions from this Lodge. 10. To keep a book of Masonic 
biography, for recording all important facts relative to the 
Masonic history of each member of this Lodge. 11. To keep 
a visitor's book. 12. To prepare a balance-sheet of all the 
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accounts of the members, and a roll of all who are entitled to 
vote; likewise, an official statement of his own account with 
the Lodge, and deliver them to the l\laster on thc day of his 
installation. 13. To preserve the seal of the Lodge with 
care, and deliver it to the Worshipful Master at the close of 
his term of service. The Secretary shall promptly deliver to 
his successor in office all the books, papers, vouchers, etc., in 
his possession, having any reference to the business of his 
office. 

All petitions and documents of every character, handed to 
the Secretary, on the business of the Lodge, shall be labeled, 
filed for preservation, and kept in some safc and secure place, 
and only delivered up by order of the Lodge, according to the 
evident intention of these By-Laws. 

The &nior .Deacon.-In addition to those duties which 
appertain to every individual Mason, and those which are 
purely traditional and therefore unwritten, the duties of the 
Senior Deacon are: 1. To act as the proxy of the Worshipful 
Master, in the active duties of the Lodge. 2. To give frater
nal attent.ion to visiting Brethren. 3. To prepare and con
duct candidates in the different degrees of Masonry. 

The Senior Deacon is appointed by the Worshipful Master. 
The Junior .veacoR.-In addition to those duties which 

appertain to every individual Mason, and those which are 
purely traditional and therefore unwritten, the duties of the 
Junior Deacon are: 1. To act as the proxy of the Senior 
Warden in the active duties of the Lodge. 2. To have special 
oare to the security of the Lodge. 

The Junior Deacon is appointed by the Senior Warden. 
The Sreward.-In addition to those duties whioh appertain 

to every individual Mason, the duties of the Steward are: 1. 
To have in charge, subject to the direct orders of the W or
shipful !tlaster, the furniture, jewels, and other property of 
the Lodge. 2. To provide light, fuel and refreshments for 
the comfort of the Brethren. 3. To have special care to 
cleanliness in the hall and ante-rooms. 

The office of Steward may be merged into that of Tyler, at 
the discretion of the Lodge. 

The ~vler.-In addition to those dutics which appertain to 
every individual Mason, the duties of the Tyler are: 1. To 
tyle the door, subject to the direct orders of the Worshipful 
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Master. 2. To serve notices, summonses, citations, etc., iMucd 
under authority of the Worshipful l\laster and thc Lodge. 

The duties of Steward and Tyler may be united in the 
office of Tyler at the discretion of the Lodge. 

Supernumerary Offirl'T •. -The Lodge may at ita discretion, 
appoint a Chaplain, a Marshal, a Physician, an Organist, aDd 
one or more Masters of Ceremonies, whoae duties shall cor
respond with their titles. 

Each officer of this Lodp:e shall be held personally respon
sible to the Worshipful Master, and, through him, to the 
Lodge and to the Grand Lodge, that his office be filled witb 
dignity, honor and correctness, and that ita various dutit'S be 
performed without haughtiness or tyranny, but according to 
love, and in a diligent desire to exemplify the virtues and 
sublime morality of Freemasonry t.o the world. 

Due respect and obedience shall be paid by the mcmbers of 
this Lodge to ita various officers, according to their respeetiva 
rank and station. 

CHAPTER IV. 

PETITIONS. 

For Initiation, Membership, Advancement, Demit, Diplo
ma, Charity, Appeal, Action on Petitions. 

SEC. t.-Petition f(Jf' InitiatiOf&. 
An application for initiation into the Masonic Order through 

this Lodge, shall be made by a written petition, signed by the 
applicant's own hand, and in the following form: 
1b tile Worshipful Mallter, Warden. and Bretllren of --

Lodge, No. --. 
The undersigned respectfully petitions, that having long 

entertained a favorable opinion of your ancient and honor
able institution, hp. is desirous of being admitted a member 
thereof, if found worthy. He pledges himself t~ a cheerful 
obedience to all the requirements of the institution. His Il{!C 
is - years j his avocation is that of --- j his residence is 
---. 

(Date.) A- B-. 
This petition shall be recommended by at least two meDl-
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bers, ~Iaster 1\Iasons, and delivered to thc Secretary, with the 
sum of - dollars accompanying it. If the Lodge consent to 
rec~ive it, it shall be referred to a Committee of three mem
bers, Master Masons, who shall diligently investigate the char
acter and standing of the applicant, and make a report to the 
Lodge at its stated meeting one month thereafter. 

The qualification for an initiate are faith in God, hopc in 
immortality, and charity (love) toward all mankind. An ap
plicant shall furthermore have attained to the age of twcnty
one years and be under the tongue of good report. 

Before a candidate shall enter the Lodge for initiation, he 
shall plainly declare his assent to the three following interro
gations: 

1. Do you seriously declare upon your honor before these 
gentlemen, that unbiased by friends and uninfluenced by mer
cenary motivcs, you freely and voluntarily offer yourself a 
candidate for the mysteries of .Masonry. 

2. Do you seriously declare upon your honor before theStl 
gentlemcn, that you are prompted to solicit the privile~es of 
Masonry by a favorable "pinion conceived of the institution, 
a desire of knowledge, and a sincere wish of being serviccable 
to your fellow-creatures? 

3. Do you sincerely declare upon your honor before these 
gentlemen, that you will cheerfully conform to all the ancient 
established usages and customs of the fraternity? 

Should the applicant be rejected, the deposit fee shull be 
returned to him. Should he be elected, and fuil to come for
ward for initiation within six months, his fee shall be declared 
forfeited, and the whole proceedings in his case null and void. 

SEC. 2.-Petition for Me7llberBltip. 
An applicatioD for membership into this Lodge by a Mason 

regularly demitted from some other Lodge of Free and Ac
cepted :MasODs, shall be made by a written petition, signed by 
the applicant's own hand, and in the following form: 

2b the WorsMpful .. Vaster, Wardens and Brethren of-
. Lod!!", No. --. • 

The untlcrsi).:netl, a --- Mason, lntc a member of -
-- Lodge, No. -, untler the jurisdiction of' the Grand 
Lodge of ---, respectfully petitions for mcmbership into 
your Lodge, if found worthy. He pledges himself' to a cheer-
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ful obedience to all the requirements of your By-Laws, and 
to the ancient usagcs of Masonry as admitted among you. 
His age is - years j his avocation is that of a j his 
residence is ---. 

(Date.) 
This pctition shall be recommended by at lcast two mem

bers, :Master lUasons, and delivered to the Secretary, with the 
lIum of - dollars accompanying it. If the Lodge consent 
to receive it, it shall be referred, lie over and be reported 
upon, as in the case of a petition for initiation. 

No person shall be considered a member of this Lodge 
until he s11all have subscribed his name to the By-Laws. 

SEC. 3.-Petition for Advancemntl. 
An application by an Entered Apprentice or Fellow.craft, 

a member of this Lodge, for advancement to a higher degree, 
shall be made verbally through a member, a Master :Mason. 

The qualifications for an applicant for a higher degree are 
thorough proficiency in the preceding degrees, and satisfactory 
evidences that hc possesses the genuine spirit of a Freemason. 

No petition for advancement shall be entertained until a 
public examination has been had, in open Lodge, as to the 
petitioner's qualifications, and an interval of at least one lunar 
month occur from the reception of the preceding degree. 

SEC. 4.-Petition for Dem1:e. 
An application for a demit (withdrawal), from this Lodge 

by a member hcreof, in either degree, shall be made by a writ
ten petition, signed by the applicant's own hand, and in the 
following form: 
To the lVorshpflll ~Vaster, Warden. and Brethren of --

Lodge, No. --. 
The undersigned, a --- Mason, respectfully prays to 

withdraw from the membership of your Lodge, and asks for a 
certificate to that effect. His motives for this request are 
----. A-B-. 

(Date.) . 
This petition sllall be accompaniea by a certificate from the 

Secretary of the payment of the applicant's quarterage, and 
all other ducs, up to the end of the quarter in which the 
petition date!!. 
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No petition for a demit shall be entertained by this Lodge 
if the petitioner is under charges for unmasonic conduct of 
aDY sort. 

SEC. 5.-Petition for Diploma. 

AD application for a diploma or certificate of present good 
standing, by a Master Mason, a member of this Lodge, Rhall 
be made verbally, and be accompanied by a certificate from 
the Secretary of the payment of quarterage and all other dues 
up to the end of the quarter in which the application datel'. 

No petition for a diploma shall be entertained by this 
Lodge, if the petitioner is under charges for unmasonic con
duct of any sort. 

SEC. G.-Petition for Chant!!. 
Applications for relief from persons in distress, whether 

lUMons or otherwise, must be made through some member or 
members of the standing Committee of Charity, either vcr
bally or in writing. 

SEC. 7.-Petition lor Appeal. 

An application for an appeal to the Grand Lodge, by a 
member of this Lodge (or by a non·affiliated :Mason under 
the jurisdiction of this Lodge) under sentence for unm8110nic 
conduct, must be in writing, directed to the" W orshipfull\las
ter, Wardens and Brethren," and deposited with the Secretary. 

SEC. S.-Aetion on Petitions. 
All applications and pctitions of cyery sort, cxcept for 

charity, must be presented at the stated meetings of the 
Lodge. 

Applications for initiation or for membership, must lie 
over at least one lunar month f!"Om the dute of their reellp
tion i all others may be acted upon at thc same meeting at 
which they were received. 

The vote upon applications for diplomas, charity or appeals 
to the Grand Lodge, may be taken either viva voce, or by a 
show of hands, or by secret ballot, and a majority of' votcs 
shall decide all such qucstionl'. 

The vote upon applications for initiation, advancemcnt or 
membership, or demits, must be by Fecret ballot, and one neg
ative vote shall reject. 
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El'ery member of the Lodge present when a motion is put 
or a question stated, shall be bound to Yote, unless excused 
by action of the Lodge. 

In balloting, if more than one negatil'e yote appear, the 
balloting shall cease, and the candidate be declared rejected j 
but if, on the first ballot, onc negatiye only appear, a second 
ballot shall immediately take place j and if, on the second bal
lot, a negatil'e still appear. no further ballot shall he taken 
for one year thcreafter, unless by the tlecond regular meeting 
thereafter the member opposing shall yoluntarily withdraw 
his objections in open Lodge. 

No one shull inspect the ballot saye the }Iaster and "Tar_ 
dens, and no Brother shall be permitted to make known to 
another, or to the Lodge, what manner of yote he cast. 

No restriction of any sort shall be placed upon a Brother 
in the matter of' voting, nor shall he be questioned as to how 
he exercised that right. 

A rejected applicant for initiation, advancement, or mem
bership, can not again present his petit,ion to the Lodge within 
the space of -- months from the date of his rejection. 

CHAPTER V. 

FINANCIALS. 

Fees, Charity, 'Wages, 1Jlallagcment of tile Funds. 
SEC. 1.-Fee ... 

The fees are for degrees, membership, for quarterage, and 
for extraordinary contributions. 

Pel'lI for DC!Jrcfs.-The fee for the first degree (or that of 
E. A.) shall be - dollars, to accompany the petition. 

Thc fee for the second degree (or that of F. C.) shall be 
- dollars, to be paid before the degree is conferred. 

The fee for the third degree (or that of 1\1. M.) shall be 
- dollars, to be paid before the degree is conferred. 

No candidate shall be initiated, passed and raised in this 
Lod!!c for a less SU1l1, ill the :lggre~ate, than - dollars. 

When a degrce is l'ollfcrrcd upon a candidate at a meeting 
called for the purpose, 1>y request of said candidate, he shall 
pay all the expenses of the meeting. 
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Feu for Membership.-The fee for membership shall be 
- dollars, to accompany the petition. 

Feu for Quarterage.-The fee for quarterage shall be one 
dollar and fifty cents, to be demanded of each member by the 
Secretary at the close of each quarter. The first quarter 
shall commence on the first ?tlonday in November. 

Fee for Extraordinary Contribution&.-A fee for extraor
dinary purposes may be levied by a majority at any stated 
meeting at the discretion of the Lodge. 

SEC. 2.-Charit!l. 

The virtue of practical charity or alms-giving is recognized 
by this Lodge as one of the primary principles of the Masonic 
institution. 

The Standing Oommittee of Oharity shall havc the power, 
at any time, to draw upon the Treasurer, through its Ohair
man, the Worshipful Master, for any sum, not exceeding -
dollars, in the discretion of the Oommittee, to bestow upon a 
distressed worthy Master Mason, his wife, widow or orphan 
child, or any other distressed worthy applicant for aid. 

SEC. 3.-Wage!. 

Pecuniary wages shall be paid to the Treasurer, Secretary, 
Steward and Tyler. 

Wage! of the Trea.urer.-The Treasurer, for his services as 
heretofore specified, shall receive the amount of his quarter
age. 

Wage! of the &cretary.-The Secretary for his services as 
heretofore specified, shall receive the amount of his quarter-
age. . 

Wage. of tke Steward.-The Steward, for his services 88 

heretofore specified, shall receive the sum of ----. 
for each meeting at which he performs the duties of his office. 

Wagu of the T.vkr.-The Tyler, for his services as hereto
fore specified, shall receive for each meeting 
at which he performs the duties of his office j or, if he per
forms the duties of Steward in addition to those of Tyler, he 
shall receive, in addition thereto, the amount of his quarter
age. 

The Lodge may make such further appropriations for spe
cial pU:l60ses, as Masonic law ami usage justify . 
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SEO. 4.-Management Of Fund •. 

All moneys received by the Secretary on behalf of the 
Lodge, shall be handed over to the Treasurer, at or before the 
next meeting subsequent to ita reception. 

All moneys received by the Treasurer, on behalf of the 
Lodge: shall be kept by him as a separate fund from his pri
vate -hoard, and be at the command of the Lodge at any mo
ment when drawn upon or called for. 

The Lodge, at ita discretion, may loan out ita funds at law
ful interest, under the supervision of the Treasurer, he taking 
good and sufficient security therefor. 

CHAPTER VI. 

COMMITTEEs.-Standing, Special. 
SEO. 1.-Sta.nding CommiUeu. 

There shall be two Standing Committees of the Lodge, viz.: 
A Committee of Oharit!J and a Committee of FinaltU. 

Committee of Oharif!J.-The Oommittee of Charity shall 
consist of the Worshipful Master and the Wardens. 

The duties of the Committee of Charity shall be, to dis
pense the benevolcnce of the Lodge so as to relieve human 
distress in thc most speedy and practicable manner. 

The Committee of Charity shall have power at any time to 
draw upon the Treasurer, through its Chairman, the W orship
ful Master, for a sum not exceeding - dollars at a drat\, to 
be bestowed upon a distreBBed worthy Master Mason, his wife, 
widow or orphan child, or upon any other distressed worthy 
applicant for aid. 

The Committee of Charity may take such measures in em
ploying . nurses to wait upon the sick, engaging the burial of 
the dead, etc., as any sudden contingency may demand, and 
present the bills through thc Finance Committee for settle
ment. 

Omtmittu of l't"nance.-The Committee of Finance shall 
consist of three members, Master Masons, to be appointed by 
the Worshipful Master on the day of his installation.. 

The duties of the Committee of Finan('e shall be to ex
amine the books, vouchers, etc., of the Treasurer and Secre-
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tary from time to time, and to make a detailed report, in 
writing, at the stated meeting preceding the next St. John's 
day subsequent to their appointment. Likewise, to examine 
and audit all bills, accounts and claims that may be presented 
to the Lodge for payment, and report upon the same in writing. 
Nor shall any account be allowed by the Lodge until it shall 
have been examined and reported upon by the Finance Com
mittee. 

SEC. 2.-bpecial Committeea. 

Special Committees shall be appointed upon all applications 
for initiation or membership, and upon other items of busi
DeM, at the discretion of the Lodge. 

Special Committees upon applications for initiation or mem
bership, shall consist of three members j but upon other items 
of business of such number as the Lodge in its discretion 
may decide upon. 

Special Committees upon application for initiation or mem
bership shall report at the stated meeting one month subse
quent to their appointment j all other special committees 
shall report at the meeting at which they were appointed, or 
at the next stated meeting after their appointment, unless the 
Lodge shall otherwise order. 

All reports of Committees shall be in writing unless oth
erwise ordered by the Lodge .. 

All Committees, whether standing or special (except the 
Committees of Charity), shall be appointed by the Worshipful 
llaster j and all Committees shall be composed of Master 
Masons. 

Members who are appointed to serve upon Committees shall 
feel bound in Masonic honor to give patient and diligent 
attention to the business of their appointment, and report 
their conclusions to the Lodge without fear or favor. 

CHAPTER VII. 
DISOIPLINE. 

Offenses, Trials, Penalties, Appeals. 
SEC. 1.-0ffC1lM!'. 

An offcnse in Masonry is hereby defined to be an act which 
contravencs any clause of these By-Laws j any constitutional 
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rule or edic~ of the Grand Lodge j any requisition of the un· 
written law of Masonry j any law of the land, or any law of 
God. The ten commandments (Exodus, Chapter 20) consti
tute the Divine law to which Freemasons are particularly sub
ject. The popular vices of intemperance, profanity, Sabbath
breaking, evil speaking, licentiousness and gambling, are, i. 
a special manner, interdicted as unmasonic. 

Non-payment of dues; divulging the transactions of the 
Lodge to any but a member thereof; violating the secresy of 
the ballot-box or of the Lodge; rude behavior within the 
Lodge j neglect of family and neighborhood duties; contu
macy in refusing obedience to a Lodge summons, etc., are 
specially declared unmasonic. 

Reporting Offemu.-The members of the Lodge while at 
labor (the space of time occnpied bl the meetings of the 
Lodge) are under charge of the SenIOr Warden, who wiD 
report to the Lodge all offenses that occur during his admin
istration. 

The members of the Lodge while at refreahmen, . (the inter
val between one stated meeting and another), are uneler charge 
of the Junior Warden, who will report to the Lodge all offen
ses that occur during his administration. 

But the Wardens, respectively, shall be allowed their dis
cretion whether to report trivial offenses to the Lodge or make 
them the subject of private counscl, caution and reprimand. 

The report shall be in writing, and in the form of charges 
and specifications, which the Warden who prellents them shall 
personally prosecute before the Lodge. 

Non-affiliating (demitted) Masons living within thEl jnris
diction of this Lodgc are under its cognizance, and shall be 
reported for un masonic behavior in the same manner as the 
mem bers of the Lodge. . 

SEC. 2.-Triar. of Offen.aea. 
No penalty shall be inflicted by the Lodge until after a fair 

trial and examination of evidence or confession of the fact of 
guilt shall be manifest. The manner of trial shall be as fol
lows: The written charges and specifications shall be filed 
with the Secretary of the Lodge whose duty it shall be to 
have a copy thereof duly delivered to the accused, as also a 
notice which shall give a· reasonable time for the taking of 

Digitized by Google 



KASONIO LA. W AND USAGE. • 301 

proof to sustain the charges and specifications; also to inform 
the accused that he may at the same time and place offer proof 
to exculpate himself from such charges, and that the accused 
may also have leave to take proof at such other time and place 
as he may designate upon giving seasonable notice to the Mas
ter or presiding officer of said Lodge, for wbjch purpose the 
Lodge shall allow a reasonable time if asked for. And in all 
cases the whole of the testimony shall be reduced to writing 
if not improper to be written, and shall be carefully preser
ved by the Secretary of the Lodge. 

Every member shall be duly tried in the Lodge opened in 
the highcst de~ee which he has attained; and he shall be 
allowed to remaIn in the Lodge during the trial and until the 
summing up of the evidence is completed. 

If the accused member has absconded, so that notice can not 
be served upon him, oharges may be preferred against him 
which shall lie over -- months, and if the Secretary shan 
then report he can not serve notice upon him he shall enter a 
denial of the charges upon the record, and some Brother shall 
be appointed to defend him and proof may be taken and the 
case tried as if he were present. 

SEO. 3.-Penaltia for Offenaea. 
The object of all Masonic penalties is declared to be two

fold-to vindioate the honor of Masonry and to reform the 
erring Brother. 

The only penalties recognized by this Lodge or known to 
Freemasonry, are expulsions, suspensions and reprimands . 

.&pul.ions.-The highest grade of Masonio punishment is 
expufsion. It is only to be inflicted for aggravated offenses, 
or for contumacy in refusing to acknowledge subjection to the 
Lodge, or for such offenses as ate notoriously subversive of 
the foundations of virtue and morality, and would therefore 
be calculated to render the Masonio institution contemptible 
in the eyes of t.he community. 

The Secretary shall immediately report to the Grand Secre
tary the names of all members expelled from this Lodge, and 
of all non-affiliated Masons expelled by this Lodge from the 
privileges of ~Iasonry. , 
8~.-Suspension8 may be either definite, as for a 

Digitized by Google 



302 MASONIO LA. W AND UItA.GIl. 

certain period j or indefinite, as contingent upon some subse
quent act of the individual thus suspended. 

It shan requirll a unanimous vote to reinstate a suspended 
or expelled member. 

The Secretary shall note in the annual report to the Grand 
Lodge, the names of all persons suspended or expelled by this 
Lodge. 

Reprimaw.-The lowest grade of Masonic punishment is 
publio reprimand, in open Lodge. This shall be done by the 
Worshipful Master, in a manner which, while it conveys a 
olear idea of the otrense thus reprehended, holds out a full 
measure of love and pardon to the repentant Brother. 

SilO. 4.-.Appeala. 
Any Brother who feels himself aggrieved by the action of 

this Lodge in the intliction of a Masonic penalty may take an 
appeal to the Grand Lodge. 

When an appeal has been granted by the Lodge the Secre
tary shan prepare exact copies of all the proceedings of the 
Lodge, the evidence taken on both sides, and all documents 
used on the trial, and send said copies to the Grand Secretary to 
be ulled before the Grand Lodge in the investigation:of t·he case. 

A Brother suspended or expelled by this Lodge, but re
stored by the Grand Lodge on appeal, is not thereby restored 
to membership in this Lodge, until after petition, reference 
and clear ballot, as is the case of a demitted MasOD. 

CHAPTER EIGHTH. 
A.MENDMENTS • 

.A..mendments to these By-Laws may be made either by ac
tion of the Grand Lodge or of this Lodge . 

.Amendment. by the Grand Lodgt..-Any amendments that 
may be made by the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of -
in her own constitutional rules or in these By-Laws, and any 
edicts or resolutions of a general charact~r, promulgated by 
the Grand Lodge, which atrect any subject embraeed in these 
By-Laws, shall be oonsidered as so many amendments to these 
By-Laws, from the date thereof, without any formal action on 
the part of this Lodge. 

Amendmrnt. by this Lodge.-Any portion or the whole of 
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these By-Laws may be amended or others substituted in their 
stead, at the will of the Lodge, provided the general prinoi
pies of Freemasonry, and the oonstitutional rules and ediots 
of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of -- are carefully 
maintained. But all amendments, substitutions, etc., shall be 
proposed in writing, read before the Lodge, and laid over for 
ODe month before the vote of the Lodge shall be taken; and 
a majority of two-thirds of the members present shall be 
essential to the adoption of said proposition. 

No By-Law, or any portion thereof, oan be temporarily dis
pensed with except the olause relative to the order of business, 
and such others as are especially excepted in the body of these 
By-Laws. 

CERTIFICATE. 
(See Diploma.) 

CHAPLAIN. 
(Bee Religion j Scriptures.) 

The Master of the Lodge is its priest, and the director of ita 
religious ceremonies. Bis duty is to select the scriptures, 
prayers, etc., and he should be present at the burial of the 
dead. A meeting of a Masonic Lodge is a religious ceremony. 
Those who take part in it have come" to learn to subdue 
their passions and improve themselves in Masonry; II and 
Masonry, in many features, is a religious as well as moral 
institutIon. But for convcnience sake, the Master may depute 
the religious portion of his duties to one assistant, who is 
termed the Chaplain. 

The Chaplain has no privilege as an officer of the Lodge. 
He is not installed, but performs whatever duties are, from 
time to time, devolved upon him by the Master. (See Reli
gion.) He lIhould, of course, be a pious man. A professional 
minister of religion is usually appointed to this office. 

CHARITY. 
(Bee also Almsgiving j Assistance j Benevolence j Relief.) 

Charity or Benevolence is one of the leading purposes of 
the Masonic Institution. It is for this, in a large part, that 
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Lodges are built up and sustained. In foreigu countries eYen 
more than this, charity is the chief purpose of Masonry. 

It is a covenanted duty of the members of a Lodge, both 
in their individual and associated capacity, to aid and assist 
distre88ed worthy Brothers (Master Masons) their widows and 
orphans. A Lodge neglecting this, incurs the censure of the 
Craft. in general, and the discipline of the Grand Lodge in 
particular. A Brother (Master Mason) neglecting this, in. 
curs the discipline of his Lodge. The amount to be bestowed 
is left to the conscience of the giver; the rule is, "as much 
as the necessity of the applicant demands and the means of 
the giver justify." 

An affiliated Master Mason traveling and falling into dis· 
tress, proving himself by indubitable tokens to be worthy, 
skillful in the Masonic Art, and in real need, may claim from 
any Lodge a measure of relief as above. This relief may be 
bestowed either in money, or by procuring employment for 
the Brother, whereby he may earn it; at the option of the 
giver. If in money, it may be made either as a loan or 
gift.. The amount to be advanced need not exceed a sum 
sufficient to carry the Brother as far as the next Lodge. 

It is not a judicious arrangement, in the dispensation of 
charity, to have a regular fund set apart for that purpose; the 
hearts and purses of worthy brethren form an mexhaustible 
fund for this purpose. 

The Master and Wardens form the usual and most appro· 
priate Committee on Charity of the Lodge. (&6 B!J-Laws.) 
To them the By.Laws should grant power to draw upon the 
Treasurer for a maximum sum at discretion (83, 85, 810, or 
820), for the relief of each applicant. The amount may be 
proportioned to the expensiveneSB of living. 

In the cities of New Orleans, New York, San Francisco, 
and St. Louis, there are Relief Lodges severally, to whom the 
whole subject of dispensing Masonic charities is referred. 
The plan has proved successful, and might, with propriety, 
be extended to embrace every large city in the" Union. 

Impostors and vile marauders upon the charitable senti
ments of the Masonic Fraternity abound. This is due to the 
ignorance of the officers of Lodges; carelessness in examina· 
tions i a reprehensible loosenesil in voting away the funds of 
the Lodge i a want of proper Masonic documents, and other 
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equally disgraceful or unfortunate causes. Owing to these, the 
means which belong to the worthy distressed, and which 
should be sacred to honest grief, have been squandered upon 
the basest crime and the gratification of the most disgraceful 
lasts. The remedy is in the dissemination of knowledge
knowledge, firmness and decision in examinations, and devo
tion to official and associated duty. 

Any system of benevolence by which the dispensation of 
charity shall be equal in amount among the applicants, is 
unmasonic. Human distress does not submit to arithmetic, 
Dor should its relief be placed to such a standard. Whatever 
amouut .. the necessity demands and the giver can afford," 
must be given, or the l\lasonic covenant is violated. 

The funds of the Lodge should not, eJ:cept in extraordinary 
cases, be bestowed upon applicants other than the classes men
tioned. 

CHARTER. 
(See Warrant.) 

A traveling Brother being informed of the time and place 
of the meeting of a Lodge, applies for admission as a visitor. 
His request being favorably listened to, he asks for the peru
sal of the By-Laws and to examine the Charter or Warrant 
of the Lodge, knowing that withllut a document of this kind 
the Lodge is but bogus or clandestine. The Charter being 
exbibited to him, he estimates itA! authenticity by the manner of 
its getting up, its form and style, the signatures and the seal. 
(&e Warrant.) All these appearing regular and authentic, 
he cheerfully submits to the rigid questioning and examina
tion proper to him as a visitor. Be has proposed to endure 
every means of trial on Au part, and he claims the right to 
examine those things which will assure him of the legitimacy 
of the Lodge on their part. 

Tbe loss of the Charter, or its being even temporarily mis
laid and not in the Lodge, is an insuperable obstacle to fur
ther meetings. Any 4ct of the Lodge under such circum
stances would be clandestine or unlawful. 

A Lodge refusing to exhibit its Charter, when properly 
asked for by a visiting Brother, 8ubjects itself to diacipline 
from the Grand Lodi8. 

27 
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The Charter (or Dispensation) of the Lodge must be open 
and visible to every member during the BeBBions thereof. It 
is best kept in a tin case, from which at suoh times it may be 
unrolled; to frame and suspend it from the walls is particu
larly improper. 

The Charter (or Dispensation) is in the keeping of the 
Master, who may, at discretion, intrust it to the custody of the 
Wardens or the Secretary. 

Upon the forfeiture of' a Charter, it is returned to the Grand 
Lodge and filed among the archives_ At a future period it 
may be restored by the will of the Grand Lodge, upon appli
cation of a due portion of the original members_ 

CLANDESTINE. 
(Bee Charter i Discipline i Materials.) 

A Lodge working without possessing a regular Charter (or 
Dispensation) is styled a Clandestine Lodge. This dooument 
issued by the Grand Lodge, having jurisdiction, and unror
feited, must be visible to each member present, or the Master 
can elaim no obedience or-respect from the Craft. 

A Lodge made up of persons of African descent, according 
to American usage, is Clandestine, as regular Charters are not 
granted to such. 

A Mason made in a Clandestine Lodge, or living in afli]ia
tion with one, is Clandestine. 

A Lodge working after the loss or forfeiture of its Charter, 
is a Clandestine Lodge. 

A Grand Lodge formed within the jurisdietion of another 
Grand Lodge, is Clan~estine, with nIl its Subordinates and 
their members, individually and collectively. 

To communicate MasonicaIly with a Clandestine Lodge or 
Mason, is a positive violation of the lfIasonie covenant, and 
beeomes, therefore, an extraordinary case of discipline. 

COLLEGIATE. 
Two or more Lodges at work in the same town or city, con

stitute for some highly important purposes a Colkgi,ate Lodge, 
possessing Charters, etc., as independent bodies (so far 8S 
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l\lasonic Lodges can be termed independent), but sharing the 
local privileges and hurdens of the li'raternity in an amicable 
co-partnership with each other. This theory requires that 
there should be a distinct undel'lltanding among Lodges so 
situated, both as to duty and to privilege. 

The materials of Masonry in a Collegiate Lodge, should be 
shared strictly in common. An applicant may prefix his 
petition to either Lodge in the Collegiate body without con
straint from the others. Visitors from either Lodge should 
be admitted into the others with a peculiar fervency of wel
come; and officers so visiting, be received with the honors 
due their station. The Masters and officers of the various 
Lod~es should confer frequently together upon the details of 
their respective offices, rendered more complex by being shared 
among so many. Viol"tion of Masonic law, on the part of 
non-affiliating l\fasons, should bc dealt with by some one of 
the Lodges designated for that purpose by joint agreement 
and consent. A general Board of Relief (or Relief Lodge) 
should have in charge all cases demanding charity; thus 
avoiding imposition and dispensing prompt assistance where 
neederl. 

co~nIANDMENTS. 

(See olso Discipline i Blasphemy i etc.) 

The Ten Commandments enunciated by Moses, and record
ed in the Pentateuch, con!ltitute the chief basis of Masonic 
Discipline. They are considered as the essenee of its code 
of morality, and being accounted of divine origin, bear a 
relation to the Masonic covenant, which no other system of 
morality can do. 

They forbid: 1. Paganism. 
" " 2. Image Worship. 
" " 3. Blasphmny. 
" " 6. l'tI urder. 
" " 7. Adultery. 
" " 8. Theft·. 
" " 9. Perjury-False Witness. 
" " 10. Covetousness. 

They enjoin: 4. Respect to Parents. 
" " 5. Sabbath Keeping. 
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COMMITTEES. 
(See also By-Lawsi Charity; Library.) 

The Stated Committees of a Lodge are usually those upon 
Charity, Finance, and the Library. That upon Charity is 
best formed of the Master and Wardens. That upon 
Finance is elected at the time of the annual election of 
officers. That upon the Library is made up of the three 
higher officers, together with the Treasurer and Secretary. 

Special Committees are appointed by the l\Iaster, at the 
instance of the Lodge, in all the workings and details of ita 
business. The ordinary rules that govern deliberate bodies 
in relation to this subject, equally prevail in 1\[asonry. Com
mittees usually consist of three, all Master Masons, but may 
be made up of a larger number. 

A Special Committee is bound to report at every stated 
meeting of the Lodge. They may, if necessary, ask further 
time for the preparation of a final report. This, when received, 
discharges the committee. 

The first person named in the appointment of a committee, 
is the Chairman, un~ss otherwise designated. As such he 
sets the time of the committee's meeting, and gives order to 
the business. If a clerk is needed, he appoints one, and sees 
to it that due reports are made to the Lodge. 

The trial of an Entered Apprentice or Fellow-craft, for 
breach of discipline, is best performed before a committee. 
(See those captions.) 

CONSTITUTIONS. 
(See By-Laws; Edicts; Rulfl8.) 

The Ancient Constitutions and Charges, compiled by 
Payne, Anderson, and Desagulers, and first published in 
1723, in conjunction with those fragments of Masonic law 
still older, form the basis of the universal jurisprudence of 
Masonry. They are acknowledged as such in the legislation 
of all Grand Lodges, and usually in 80 many words in their 
own Constitutions. The Ancient Charges are inserted in 
preceding pages of this volume. 

The Constitution of a Grand Lodge, however, is the work
ing mollel upoa whi.h eVilY desigD. UPOIl the trestle-Doard of 
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its Subordinates must be drawn. It is supposed to embrace 
many details of a local character, as well as the general land
marks of the institution. The Constitution of a Grand 
Lodge bears the same relationship to that body which the 
By-Laws of a Subordinate Lodge do to that. 

CONTUMACY. 
(Bee also Discipline; Disobedience i Penalties; Summonses.) 

The offense of Contumacy or dillobedience to the due sum
mons of a Lodge, is one of the highest misdemeanors in 
Masonry. It is a direct violation of its covenant, and a fatal 
blow at its Discipline. There is therefore, no recourse but 
the peremptory infliction of our highest penalty upon a 
Brother who is contumacious. 

A Brother refusing or neglecting to obey a due summons, 
must be cited again, and a third time. The summons in t,he 
last two citations, requiring him to show cause why he should 
not be summarily dealt with for disobedience. Upon his 
failure to come forward, the Lodge Dlay proceed without 
delay, and by the proper majority, expet him without further 
trial. 

CONVOCATIONS. 
(See Assemblages.) 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
(Bee also Secretary i Archins, etc.) 

The regular corre!!pondence of the Lodge is with the Grand 
Lodge, represented by the Grand Secretary. It demands an 
annual report, according to forms prel'cribed by the Grand 
Lodge, of all work performed, discipline executed, the roll of 
officers, and other details. In this the Lodge is represented 
by its Secretary. 

A correspondence by circulars and special letters with other 
Lodges, at home or abroad, in which the progress of the Lodge 
is announced, and itl! good will toward the Craft in general 
deolared, will conduce immensely to the general good of Ma-
8Onry. Such a practice prevails in many jurisdictions. 
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A stated correspondencc between the honorary members of 
the Lodge and the Lodg1, in which the former recite from 
time to time their fraternal sentiments, and bid the latter God 
speed, forms one of the most delightful feoitures in the Masonic 
system. 

A correspondence between the Lodge and some Masonio 
periodical, in which the world of readers is informed of the 
general progress of the former, and of any important epi
sodes in its history, is greatly to be commended. 

All this and other correspondence is performed by the Sec
retary, under the dhection of the Lodge, and return commu
nications must be carefully preserved by him in its archives. 

The Secretary must be a man of intelligence, and of good 
attainments, to give tone to the correspondence of his Lodge. 
The symbol of the Lodge is its Secretary. 

CRAFTS. 
(See also, Apprentices i Fellow-crafts i Materials i Religion.) 

A Brother having been initiated regularly into the first de
gree of Masonry, and as regularly pa8sed to the second degree, 
is styled a Craft or Fellow-craft. By the philosophy of the 
Institution he is covenanted to preserve its secrets, to be hon
est, obedient and charitable. He is charged to be a lover of 
the liberal arts and sciences (Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic, Arith
metic, Geometry, Musio and Astronomy), and in a peculiar
ly impressive manner is taught to respect the name of Deity. 

A Fellow-oraft is enoouraged to attend his Lodge at every 
meeting, it being understood that it shall be opened on the 
second degree for his acoommodation. He can not travel as 
such, nor visit other Lodges than his own, except by special 
oourtesy, and then avouched by some one who has sat with 
him in his own. 

A Fellow-craft is not allowed the benefits of the Masonio 
treasury; nor to be interred with the honors of the Order. 
Neither can he take any part in the ceremonials of Masonic 
interment, the Funeral Lodge and proce8l!ion being opened in 
the third degree. The female relatives of a Fellow-craft 
have no claim as such to the protection and aid of the frater
nity. He has no vote in the proceedings of the Lodge, but 
may take a part in dobate, if conduoted in. his degree. An 
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exception to this rule of exolusion, however, as also to his 
exemption from dues, is found in various Lodges in Oanada 
and Kentuoky. 

No dues are charged to Fellow-orafts, nor are the dues, 
ordinary or extraordinary, of the Lodge, exaoted from them. 
See the exception cited above. 

A Fellow-craft may be tried!upon regular oharges for any 
offense against law, morals, or good behavior, and punished 
aocordingly. The trial in suoh a case will be had before a 
committee of the Lodge, the evidenoe, etc., being taken in the 
presence of the acoused, or it may be conducted in a Lodge 
of Fellow-orafts, if preferred, but the final decision had in 
the Master's Lodge, whele he can not enter. ~'he offenses of 
divulging Masonic seorets. dishonesty, disobedienoe, and the 
want of benevolence, are peculiarly heinous in a Fellow
craft. 

A Fellow-oraft ohanging his residenoe, and desiring to at
tach himself to a Lodge contiguous, may, by order of his for
mer Lodge, have a certificate of his standing and good con
duot, with a recommendation. 

(See Non-affiliation for form of oertifioate.) 
.A. Fellow-craft can not hold offioe in the Lodge, nor serve 

upon a oommittee, nor even fill an official station temporarily. 
No person can lawfully receive the degree of Fellow-oraft 

save an Entered Apprentice who has become suitably profi
cient in, and exemplified the virtues and merits of that de
gree. (See Materiala.) That profioiency, rightly understood, 
embraces the three seotions of the" Webb" lectures of 
the first degree corresponding with thc monitorial portions of 
this book. At least one month is requisite before the initiate 
can be passed to this degree. 

The theory of the second degree is Science. 

CROTONA, SCHOOL OF. 
(See Knowledge; Libraries; Statistics.) 

This is a society organized in 1856, for the purpose of dis
seminating Masonic literature by exohanges among its mem
bers. Prior to that period it was known that vast amounts ot 
Masonic matter, much of it antique and ora highly important 
character, were lying in disuse and negleot anong the Lodp, 
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and on the shelves of individual Masons. By the operations 
of this system, much of these accumulations has been distri
buted from hand to hand, and now properly separated and 
made up into volumes, forms material for the History 0/ .. thner
teaft MGIOftry yet to be written. 

The plan of TM School of Crot07l(l is perfectly simple. 
The presentation of II Masonic work of any kind, a book, 
pamphlet, etc., ill the fee for membership. A full equivalent 
is given in exchanf(e for all Masonic objects furnished tM 
acMol. Thus, II Lodge sending a number of its By-laws, re
ceives an equal number of the By-laws of other Lod~ (hul 
no two of the same Lodge) in exchange. A Brother for
warding a number of addr3sses, receives an equal number of 
addresses (but no two of the same sort) in exchange. The 
plan extends to all objects of Masonic interest: medals, im
prell8ions of seals, engravings, etc., etc. Many of the most 
zealous IUd intelligent Muons of the day are among its mem
bers and officers. 

COVENANTS. 
(See allO, Discipline, Obligation.) 

The Covenants of Masonry are those pledges or enpge
ments which being voluntarily taken, agreeable to the Holy 
Scriptures, equitable, ancient and irrevocable, are well styled 
tM cement of it. tIXlll.. It is the covenant which makes the 
Mason. It is the line between his darkness and his light. 
Pr,m·oUl to it. rtrtplion, he may refuse to proceed, or be re
jected by any member of the Lodge, without reason &l!ked or 
given j oftff'ill rf'CI'ption, he is entitled at once to all the light 
of the degree to which the covenant appertains. 

The ('oven ant is irrevocable. Even thou~h a Mallon may 
be 8uspended or expelled, though he may withdraw from the 
Lodge, journey into countries where Masons can not be found, 
or become a subject of despotic governments that persecute, 
or a communicant of bi~oted churches that denounce Ma-
80nry, he can not cast off or nullify his Masonic covenant. 
No law of the land can affect it-no anathema of the church 
weaken it. It is irrevocable. 
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DEACONS. 
(See Officers.) 

313 

The Deacons of a Lodge are two in number, styled respec
tively the Senior and Junior Deacons. The former is ap
pointed by the Master, the latter by the Senior Warden. They 
are considered as the proxies of those officers respectively in 
the active duties of the Lodge. They may be dismissed at 
pleasure by the officers who appoint them. 

The duties of Senior Deacon are of very great consequence 
to the dignified and successful workings of the Lodge. This 
will plainly appear under other captions. 

DEGREES. 
(See also, Honorary.) 

There are two general classcs of degrees in Masonry-reg
ula,. and lumorary. So far as the first nine extend (the E A. 
P., F. C., M. M., Mrk. M., P. M., M. E. M., R. A. M., R. 1\1.. and 
S. M.), only the first three are regular. The orders of Chiv
alry form a third branch, being mIXed degrees. or those which 
add the element of Christianity to Freemasonry. 

All the degrees cited above in the parenthesis, are con
tained in spirit and purpose in the first three. It is by tho!18 
of the E. A. P., F. C. and M. M.; that a traveling Mason is 
avouched for and welcomed. He is aided in hi" distress, dis
ciplined for malconduct, and Masonically interred, as an M. 
M. The Grand Lodges are composed of Master Masons. It 
is, in brief, to the rl'gula1' degrees that the Masonic philosophy, 
history and jurisprudence are to be referred. 

DEMITTING. 
(See Withdrawing.) 

DIPLOMA. 
(See also Cel'tifil'llte, Travel, etc.) 

The certificate which a Brother receives from his Lodge, 
attesting the fact that he has received the several deftrees of 
Masonry, and of his good Masonic standing at a certain date, 
is called a Diploma or Certificate. Any member of the Lodge, 
being a Master Mason in good standing, may petition his 
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Lodge for a Diploma. If granted, he receives one of the Sec
retary by paying the usual fee. Brethren preparing to travel 
abroad will find it to their interest to lIecure Diplomas, and 
these, if possible, on parchment. 

A Diploma, to be valid outside of the Grand Lodge juris
diction where issued, must have the certificate of the Grand 
Secretary, authenticated by the seal of the Grand Lodge, that 
the Lodge which issued it is itself in good standing upon 
the roll of the Grand Lodge, and consequently all its Masonic 
acts entitled to faith and rcspect. 

The best forms of Masonic Diplomas are here given. 
To all Free aad Aeeepted A.aeteat ... 0 .. oa the Face ot: the 

Globel 
WE, the Worshipful Mas~r, Senior and Junior Wardens of 

Lodge No. of the MostAncient 
and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, held 
in and working under the authority 
of a Charter from the Most WOTBhip/ul Grand Lodge of 

do hereby certify that our worthy Brother 
who has signed his name on the margin 

hereof, has been regularly Entered, Passed and Raised to the 
Sublime Degree of Master Mason, and during his continuance 
with us, has behaved himself as an honest, faithful Brother, 
and, as such, we recommend him to the fraternity around the 
Globe. 

In Testimony Whereof, We have lIubscribed our names, and 
caused the Seal of our uid Lodge to be hereunto affixed, this 

day of A. D. 18 A. L. 58 
----W.M. 
----So W. 
----J.W. 

,--- Secretary. 
To all Royal A.reh ... oa. aader the "_opy ot: Hea ... ea, 

GreetiDSI 

WE, the Officers of Royal Arch Chapter, 
No. working under the authority of the Grand Chapter 
0/ the Slate 0/ and within the jurisdiction 
of the General Grand Chap.er of the United States of Amer
ica, Do certify that our Worthy Companion, 

has been duly advanced to the honorable 
degree of Mark Ma8ter, seated in the Orimtal Chair, received 
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and acknowledged as a Mo,t Exc~llent Master and exalted to 
the Most Sublime degree of Rogal Arch Mason. 

We, therefore, recommend him as a true and faithful com
panion to all Royal Arch Masons on the Globe. 

In Tutimony Wlureof the Seal of our Chapter is affixed. 
A. D., 18- A. L., 58- H. P. 

-----K. 
-----S. 

To aU Sir Knight. ot the JlluUrtou. Order ot the Red Cro •• , 
_d ot the VaU_t and Magnanlmou. Order. ot Knlglat. Tem
plar _d Knlglat. ot Malta around tbe Globe, to wllom tbe.e 
pre.enU ma,. eome, Greeting I 

WE, the presiding Officers of Encampment 
of Knights Templar, No. held at in the 
State of Do hereby certify and make known 
that our Illustrious Sir Knight, having 
previously received the necessary degrees, has been regularly 
dubbed and created in this Encampment, a Knight of the Il
lustrious order of the Red Cross, and of the Valiant and 
Magnanimous order of Knight Templar, and Knight of 
Malta, or order of St. John, of Jerusalem. 

We do therefore cordially recommend him to the Friend
ship, Assistance and protection of all Valiant and }Iagnani
mous Sir Knights, in all parts of the Globe, wherever he may 
go. 

In Tatimony whereof, having previously caused our Illus
trious Sir Knight to sign his name on the margin, We have 
hereunto set our hands and caused the seal of our Encamp
ment to be affixed, the day of A. D. 18 and 
of the order of Knights Templar. 

M. E.---------G. C. 
E. G. 
E. C.G. 
E. ~ 

Recorder. 

The difference between a Demit and a Diploma is that the 
former shows the Brother· not a member of the Lodge, the 
latter that he is one. Neither document proves its posses
sor a worthy }Iason at any period subsequent to that of its 
issuance. 

In some jurisdictions tho Grand Lodge provides, for a small 
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fee, a Diploma for every Master Mason upon his being regis
tered in the Grand Lodge Rellistry. 

Many Brethren apply for Diplomas for the purpose of hav
ing them framed as parlor or office ornaments. For this pur
pose beautiful and 0 costly Diplomas have been prepued on 
copper. wood and stone. 

The pOBBeBBOr of a Diploma being convicted of an unmasonio 
act, and suspended or expelled for the same, the Lodge has the 
right to demand the Diploma from him, and upon his refusal 
to give it up, to warn the surrounding Lodges (through the 
Grand Secretary) of their liability to imposition through the 
forfeited but unreclaimed certificate. . 

DISCIPLINE. 
(See also Appeal; Discipline; Coml!1andments; Trial, etc.) 

No Brother can lawfully take the punishment for offenses 0 

into his own hands, no matter what may be the provocation. 
He may df'fmd himself, his family and his property against all 
attacks; the law of nature, as well as the usages of society, 
justify and require this. But all the the machinery of pun
ishment, whether considered as a means of restraining evil, or 
as a return for the act committed, is in the command of the 
Lodlle; no amount of harsh and abusive epithets from a 
Brother will justify a blow. 

The exercise of discipline il' the highest duty of a Lodge. 
To build up the mystic Temple by the addition of ncw mem
bers may appear more pleasing and profitable to the Craft. but 
to bind the brotherh, od together, secure peace and harmony, 
and present tho institution in a dignified at,titude before the 
world, is a more sacred duty, and this requires the exercise of 
Masonic dIscipline, according to ancient rules. 

The offenses which demand Masonic notice are any acts that 
contravene the By.laws of the Lodge; the constitutional 
requisitions of the Grand Lodge j the unwritten laws of Ma
sonry j the laws of the land, or the laws of God. The latter 
are referred by )la80n[l chiefly to the Ten Commandments. 
The popular vicell of profanity, intemperance, evil.speaking, 
Sabhath.breaking.IlQmbling and licentioul'ness, are marked 8S 

specially contravening the principles of :Masonry. Contum
acy in l oefusing to obey a summons is one of the most serious 
offenses in Masonry. 
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~he junior Warden is by office the proper officer to observe 
unmasonic acts committed during the intervals between the 
Lodge meetings, and, if in his opinion, the cause of justice 
demands it, to present charges before the Lodge. But it is a 
part of the covenant of every member to observe and rebuke 
unmasonic conduct, and give wholesome and affectionate coun
sel to the erring. A Lodge can not with propriety inflict 
severl.'! punishment upon a Brother, unless its members have 
urgently and frequently warned him of his errors, and coun
seled amendment. It is also the privilege of any Brother to 
bring charges against another at his discretion. 

The charges must be in writing and prepared with speoifi
cations. These must extend no further than the acouser, whose 
name is appended t.o them, is confident he can substantiate 
them. Vague and undefined accusation should be ruled out 
by the ?YIaster as unfraternal and un masonic. 

The charges being presented, the question is taken by tho 
Lodge, at a stated meeting, " Will the Lodge proceed to trial?" 
A majority vot.ing in the affirmative, the Master appoints a 
committee of three or more to represent the Lodge in taking 
evidence, etc. If a prosecutor is needed, the J unior Warden 
or the accuser may act, or still better, some member of the 
committee. The accused is to be notified of the time and 
place of taking evidence, and ample opportunities given him 
to hear and cross-examine witnesses. He-may also specify a 
time and place to secure rebutting testimony, at which the 
committee may attend to cross-examine, etc. All the testi
mony proper to be written must be reduced to writing, for 
which purpose the Secretary of the Lodge must attend the 
various meetings of the committee. All testimony, so far as 
practicable, should be given under oath and preserved in ·the 
hands of the Secretary. . 

At each stated meeting of the Lodge subsequent to the ap
pointment of the committee, a report of progress must be 
made to the Lodge, and further time asked until the com
mittee deem the testimony complete. Then it is read to the 
Lodge, and the question put, "Shall the Report be received 
and the committee discharged?" A majority voting in the 
negative, the committee is placed under instructions and re
quired to amend or enlarge their report. A majority voting 
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in the affirmative, the committee is discharged and the report 
is considered to be fairly in possession of the Lodge. 

Arguments may now be heard, objections made by the ac
cused, protests entered, etc., but all in the most respectful and 
fraternal spirit. It must be held f~r granted that the defend
ant is innocent until proved guilty. It must equally be taken 
for granted that the prosecution was made from the purest 
motives, and that the brethren concerned in it, or who have 
given testimony as witnesses in the course of the trial, have 
acted conscientiously throughout. The accused may be repre
sented, if he prefer it, by a 1\Iason. The trial takes place in 
the Lodge opened in the highest degree the accusedJ has re
ceived; but when the final vote is taken it must be done in 
the Master's Lodge. 

The discussion bcing ended, the accused must retire. Then 
the question is taken: "Are the charges, as detailed in the 
first specification, sustained 7" The vote is by secret ballot. 
A majority vote condemns. The same vote is taken upon 
each specification. 

If the decision is in the affirmative, the question is taken: 
"Shall the accused be expelled 7" The vote is taken by 
secret ballot. A majority specified in the By-Laws (usually 
two-thirds) expels. If the Lodge refuses to expd, the ques
tion is taken, as before: "Shall the accused be suspended'" 
If the decision is in the affirmative, the question is t.ben taken 
for a suspension for twelve months. The Lodge refusing, the 
question is taken for cleven months; and so successively down 
to one, which is the shortest possible period. 

Should the Lodge refuse to suspend, the ncxt and lowest 
penalty is reprimand, administered by the l\Iaster in open 
Lodge. The sentence, of whatever nature it is, must be com
mitted to record, and the papers collected in the course of the 
trial preserved in the archives. A sentence of expulsion or 
suspension must be promptly ccrtified to the Grand Secretary, 
to be by him communicated to the Grand Lodge. Publica
tions of Masonic punishments in newspapers is improper, save 
by dispensation of the Grand l\Jaster. 

Upon the question of rcstoring a suspended or expellcd 
Brother to Masonry, usage is divided. In a few jurisdictions 
none can restore but the Grand Lodge j in the most the Sub-
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ordinate Lodges exercise the power. In the latter the ques
tion must be laid before the Lodge at least one month before 
final action j a unanimous vote is essential to rest()ration. 
The Grand Lodge in no case can restore to 'Inember.hip. 

The accused is entitled upon any contingency to appeal to 
the Grand Lodge, and so is any Brother who may deem the 
punishment or acquittal of the accused to contravene the 
requirements of Masonry. In case an appeal is taken, a 
certified copy of all the papers used in the course of ;the trial 
must be forwarded to the Grand Lodge. The taking an appeal 
does not give the accused any standing as a Mason. 

But three grades of punishment are known to Masonry:-
1, Expulsion j 2, Suspension for a definite period j 3, Repri
mand. Fines are particularly unmasonic. 

No officer but the Master of the Lodge is eumpt from the 
penalties alluded to j nor is he only during his official term. 
The Tyler is subject to discipline, if he performs his duties as 
sentinel unskillfully j the Junior Deacon, should he suffer the 
dignity of the Lodge to be infringed by neglect of his duty j 
the &nior Deacon, should visitors be neglected or insulted, 
candidates wrongly prepared, received, etc. j the Secretary, 
should he neglect to collect dues or pay them promptly over 
to the Treasurer, allow the records to be lost or defaced, or 
fail to keep the minutes accurately j the Treasrurer: should he 
employ the funds of the Lodge in any manner save that 
ordered by the Lodge through the l\Iaster j the Wardl'nl, 
should they neglect any part of their covenanted duties j 
while for a breach of the moral law either of these officers, 
eJ:cept the Master, is directly responsible to ~the Lodge as 
private members. 

DISHONESTY. 
(See Discipline.) 

Dishonesty to the brethren individually and to the Lodge is 
solemnly prohibited in the covenants of the institution. The 
smallest amount of dishonesty constitutes wrong and fraud 
among Masons, and is equally forbidden with the largest. 

It is a fraud upon the :l\Iasonic relation to suffer a wrong of . 
any kind done a Brother or a Lodge without warning him 
of tho impending danger. 
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One frequent cause of dishonesty, disastrous to the suc
cessful workings of the institution, is non-pa.yment of dues. 

DISOBEDIENCE. 
j Discipline.) 

J)I)PF:NFATION. 
W arran t j Travel.) 

The written From the GranF 
certain number (usually seven or more) of ~laster Masons t.o 
form and open a Lodgc, and makc M~ons therein, for a period 
to terminate on the first day of the ensuing Grand Annual 
Communication of the Grand Lodge, is styled a Dispensation. 
In some Grand Lodge jurisdictions the Deputy Grand ~1&8ter 
is allowed the prerogative of issuing Dispensations to 
:lAodges, and, in Tr±stances, it is eVEHl 
nistrict Deputy and Grand LectlH'vHa, 

This document Grafted on papea, 
Y!l!lmporary charac4447', )e countersigne) 
Pccretary and II.t4('3'(') 43al of the Grand 

document of su«) im),}rtance to the Nu))", 
loss is an instantaneous forfeiture of all the privileges that 
have accrued undcr it. 

At the termination of the Dispemlation as above, all the 
books, papers and property of every sort which have accumu
lated through the workings of the Lodge U. D., become the 
property of tbc Grand Lodge. Should a Charter be granted, 
they are returned to the Lod!7,e for its use so long as it main
y,44ins a constituti<:m441 

The following form of a petiti@ 
)ensation: 

IAORMS. 

A Petition to /billsier (or Grat,d 
authurity to open a Lodge, U. D. 

To the Grand Master of Masons in the State of ---. 
The undersi~ned respectfully represent, tha:t we are Free 

and Accepted Master Masons; that we are at present or have 
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been, members of regular Lodges j that having the prosperity of 
the fraternity at heart, we are willing to exert our best endeav
ors to promote and diffuse the genuine principles of Masonry j 
that for the convenience of our re~pective dwellings, and for 
other good reasons, we are desirous of forming a new Lodge in 
the town of ---, to be named ---j that, in conse
quence of this desire, we pray for Letters of Dispensation, or 
Warrant of Constitution, to empower us to assemble as a 
legal Lodge, to discharge the duties of Masonry, in a regular 
and constitutional manner, according to the original forms of 
the Order and the Regulations of the Grand Lodge. • That 
we have nominated and do recommend ------ to be 
the first 1\'laster j --- --- to be the first Senior War
den; and ------ to be the first Junior Warden, of 
the said Lodge j and that, if the prayer of the petition should 
be granted, we promise a strict conformity to all the Constitu
tional Laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge. * 

(Signed by at least Seven 1\laster Masons, each giving the 
name and locality of the Lodge of which he is or was last a 
member.) 

The following is the usual form of a Dispensation to open 
and work a Lodge, U. D. 

The Grand Lodge of ---, By --- --- Grand 
Master. To all to whom these presents may come, Greeting: 
Whereas, it has been duly represented to me, that in the 
Town of ---, County of ---, and State of ---, 
there reside a number of Worthy Brethren of tbe Most 
Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted 
llasons, who are desirous of being authorized to proceed 
forthwith to work as a Regular Lodge j and it appearing to bo 
for the benefit of the Craft in general, as well as the aforesaid 
brethren' in particular, that they should be encouraged in 
their laudable endeavors and design; and it further appearing 
to my satisfaction, that the petitioners have complied with the 
Laws and Regulations on this subject, enacted by the Grand 
Lodge: Therefore, .be it known, that I, - -, 
Grand Master. 9f 1\lasons, in and for the State of ---, by 

(.) This form, with a few modificatioDs, will equally Ilene for the 
other Masonio bodiee as the Chapter, CouDcil and Commandery. 

28 
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-' 
virtue of the power and authority in me vested, during the 
reces!! of the Grand Lodge, do hereby appoint our trullty and 
well beloved Brother, --- ---, as ltlaster j Brother 
--- ---, as Senior Warden j and Brother ---
---, Junior Warden, together with their a880ciates, 
Brothers -- -- -- -- --, to assemble and work 
as a regular Lodge in the Town and County aforesaid, in our 
jurisdiction, by the designation of --- Lodge, U. D., and 
there to Enter Apprentices, pass Fellow-crafts, and raise 
Master ltlasons, agreeably to the usages and customs of 
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, and the Laws and Reg
ulations of the Grand Lodge of ---, but not otherwise. 

And I do hereby require and enjoin the said --- Mas
ter and his Warden!!, aforesaid, to make due return of this 
Dispensation, and returns and transcript of thc work at the 
next Grand Annual Communication of -, to be holden 
in the Town of ---, on the --- next, until which time, 
unless sooner revoked, this Dispensation shall continue in full 
force and effect. 

Given under the hand of the Grand Master and Grand 
Secretary, with the Seal of the Grand Lodge affixed, this 
---. 
---- Grand Secretary. ---- Grand Master. 

DISPENSATIONS. 
(See Grand Master.) 

The Grand 1\~aster as the executive of the Grand Lodge, 
may, during the intermission between its Communications, 
grant Dispensatiolls for various purposes. Among the more 
common and important of them, are the following: 

1. To a Past Master to install the officers of a new JJodge. 
2. To the members of a Lodge to hold a public festival, 

lay corner-stones, dedicate ,Masonic Halls, perform funeral 
obsequies of 1\lasons, etc., etc. These privileges, howcver, are 
granted by most Grand Lod~es to their Subordinates as a 
general favor, without Dispensations. 

3. To the members of a Lodge to hold their annual elec
tions, at other than the constitutional period. 

4. To the same, permitting them to act upon the petition 
of a rejected applicant, waiving the constitutional period. 
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5. Letters deposing the Master or otber officers of a 
Lodge for malfeasance in office. 

6. Authority t() Lodges for constitutional reason!! atated, 
to remove tbeir places of meeting respectively. 

7. Authority to a Lodge to waive the constitutional period 
of delay between the several degrees in particular cases cited, 
and for special reasons advanced. 

8. Summoning the Grand Lodge to 818emble in emergent 
communication. . 

9. Summoning a Subordinate Lodge to assemble in special 
&C88ion. 

The following i. the form 0/ a Dipematory Lefter to a 
Pall Malter to constitute a new Lodge and install it. officer.. * 

OFFICE OP THE GRAND MASTER OP t 
:MASONS IN THE STATE OF ---

Wherea. a Charter has been issued by our Most Wors ip
ful Grand Lodge, dated the -- day of ---, A. H. 
- A. D. ---, for the permanent establishment of a 
Lodge at ---, in the County of ---, and State of 
---, by the name title and designation of --- Lodge 
No. --j These are, therefore, to all Worthy Brothers, 
Greeting: 

Know !Ie that reposing special confidence in the integrity 
and :&Iasonic ability of our Worthy Brother --- ---, I 
do by these prcsents constitute and appoint him my Proxy for 
me and in my name, as Grand Master of l\'lasons in the 
State of ---, to summons or otherwise meet the present 
officers and members (If --- Lodge No. --, aforesaid, 
at their han in the Town aforesaid, at such time as may be . 
convenient, and then and there to organize the said Lodge, 
preside at the election of and install the officers thereof, 
according to the ancient usuges and ritual of the Order, 
making due return to me of this proxy and bis proceedings 
in the premises indorsed thereon. 

Given under my hand and private seal at --- ---, 
this -- day of ---, A. D., - A. L., ---. 

Seal. ------ Grand :&Iaster. 
It is usual to insert two or more names in the body of a 

(.) This form, sligbtly modified, will serve equally well for other 
Masonic bodies. 
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Dispensatory LettAlr, so that the assembled Craft may not be 
disappointAld by a failure in attendance. In this case, read 
"or ---- his alternate," etc. 

H is in the power of any SubordinatAl Lodge to grant. 
Dispensation to a neighboring Lodge by ita request regularly 
preferred, to act upon a petition for initiation or member
ship, even though the applicant lives nearest tbe former 
Lodge. Also to allow a trial for breacb of Masonic Discipline 
to be conductAld in another Lodge, even though tbe accused be 
a member of ita own body, provided both parties consent to 
the change of venue. The comity between neighboring 
Lodges justifies sucb acta of a fratAlrnal charactAlr, where the 
Constitution of tbe Grand Lodge do not interpose objectioDS. 

DUE. 
(See also Summonles; SIgns; etc.) 

This term denotes fit, proper, regular, legal, constitutional 
or full. No sign or summons is obligatory upon a Mason, 
unless it may be explained by one of these wordll, 88 a due 
sign or summons. 

A summons from the Lodge not regularly certified by the 
Secretary, under his official seal, if any, would Dot be a dtU: 
summons. 

A Mafonic sign made by a Mason engaged in an unlawful 
act, or made by one not a regular Mason, would Dot be a due 
sign. 

DUES. 
(See also Discipline; Fees; Fines.) 

Regular contributions by the members eMastAlr Masons) to 
tbe treasury of tbe Lod~e, are lawful and necessary. They 
enable the Lodge to mamtain the honor and dignity of tbe 
Institution, pay the current expenses of meetings, etc., sup
port the Grand Lodge, and afford the means of charity to the 
distressed. These demands are proportioned to the expen
siveness of the locality. In small and remote country Lodges 
an annual contribution of two dollars by each member, usu
ally suffices both for the Grand Lodge quota and all other 
outlays. In cities the average demands upon the membership 
are five dollars per annum-sometimes much higher j wbile 
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the occasional oalls for charity, etc., met by voluntary contri
butions, eJ:ceed th~t sum two fold. 

It is not lawful for a Lodge to demand contributions from 
members, except for the regular purposes of the Masonio In-

_ stitution. The building of monuments, granting Honora
riums, subscriptions to national enterprises, etc., so common 
among our zealous Fraternity, are undertakings purely vol
untary and must be treated as such. Lodges misuse their 
revenues and defraud their own treasuries in expending their 
regular funds for such purposes, however creditable in them
Belves the schemes may be. 

No dues from Entered Apprentices and Fellow-orafts are 
proper j they simply pay the fees demanded at their reception. 
An exception to this rule exists, however, in Kentucky, where 
Masons of every degree contribute alike to the revenues of 
the Order. 

Fines are improper in Masonry. All demands must be 
equal upon the members (Master Masons), and offenses 
against the rules are provided for in the discipline of the 
Institution. The Grand Lodge, on appeal, would remit a 
fine charged upon a member, and censure the body that 
exacted it. All clauses establishing fines as a means of dis
cipline, should be stricken from the By-Laws of Lodges. 

Contributions may be extraordinary in their nature, as for 
the erection of a new Hall, or some other strictly Masonio 
purpose. But the vote, in such a case, must not be taken 
until the matter has been thoroughly disoussed, ample time 
allowed for its consideration, and every member of the Lodge 
notified of the proposed action. 

No dues are exacted of Honorary members. 
Members in indigent circumstances may (and ought to) be 

exempted from dues, but only by vote of the Lodge. The 
neglect of this most reasonable lenity has driven many of the 
truest Masons from their affiliations. 

The Secretary and Tyler, as a portion of their wages (oom
pensation), are usually exempted from the regular dues of the 
Lodge. 

The regular colleotion of the Lodge dues from the mem
bers, forms a J>art of the covenanted duties of the Secretary. 
Neglect on hIS part is usually followed by indifFerenoe on 
theirs. . The neglect to pay dues, whioh creates so muoh em-
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barraument to Lodges and compels discipline (suflpensioD) 
upon hundreds every year, is more the fault of the Secretary, 
who neltlects to collect them of the members who neglect to 
pay. By-Laws should demand payments quart"'y i Secreta
ries should present accounts quarterly i brethren will the n 
pay qua·terly. So says all experience. 

All moneys collt'c~d for dues, etc., must be paid by the 
Secretary to the Treasurer before the conclusion of the &s
sion of the Lodge next succeeding such collection. Failure 
in this subjects the Secretary to discipline. 

It is the common usage to excuse clergymen from paying 
dues to the Lodge. 

EASTERN STAR. 
(See &1110, Androgynou,; Adoption; Female,; Good Samaritan j Hero

ine of Jericho; Holy Virgin j Malon's Daughler.) 

An Order of Adoptive :Masonry in considerable repu~ in the 
Uni~d Sta~s. It conHiste of four points or degrees, termed 
Jephthah's Daugh~r, Ruth, Esther, Martha, and Electa, 
and is communica~d in the form of a lecture, after an honor
able pledge of secresy, by any Master Itlason posse88ing it, to 
the worthy wives, widows, sisters, and daughters of Mas~r 
Masons, being eir;hteen years of age and upward. Not leu 
tban five remales must be present at its communication. Cer
tificates of their having received the degree are furnished 
them, signed by a1lY five of the brethren present. There is, , 
likewise, an emblem peculiar to this Order, which is worn by 
the Sisters as a decoration. The Eastern Star is by rar the 
most popular of all the Orders of Adoptive Masonry in use 
in this country. and approaches nearest to a uniform sys~m. 

In the year 1855, a regular sys~m of degrees styled "The 
American Adoptive Rite," was framed by Rob Morris and 
others, upon the Eaatem Star as a basis, societies of which 
styled CunefeUafion., have beep. established in most of the 
Sta~s and Territories with great succe88. The peculiarities 
of the "Rite" are, that an impressive ceremonial, founded 
upon Scriptural history, is performed; a semi-annual pass
word styled a M"'11Wr;.al, is communicated, and regular rules 
of discipline adopted, as in all Ittasonic societies. To prevent 
a mercenary use of this p.ystem. it is expressly forbidden that 
any lecturer should receive a fee for communicating it. 
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EDICTS. 
(See also, By-Laws; Constitutions; Rules.) 

A n Edict differs in no respect from a Rule, By-Law, or 
Standard Regulation, exccpt as it is morc limited in charac
tcr, and issued by the Grand Lodge alone. It is usually 
directed to a specific act j as an Edict requiring every MasCJD 
to be registered j an Edict forbidding communication with 
the :Masons under the jurisdiction of thc Grand Lodge 
of ---, etc. J.:ven then the word Re9ulatum expresses 
almost precisely the same order. 

Edicts of GraDd Lodges may be, and sometimes are, oral 
and unwritten. In such cases, the representatives present at 
Grand Lodge bear home the edict to their constituents. 

AU utterances of Grand Lodges partake of the character 
of edicU!, being authoritative in the highest degree. ;\Jere 
recommendations and advice are unsuitable to the sovereignty 
thlilV exercise over their Subordinates . 

.Au Edicts must be in accordance with the ancient land
marks of Masonry, us conveyed in the Constitution of the 
Grand Lodge and the Ancient Constitutions of Masonry, else 
they are not binding upon the Fraternity to whom they are 
directed. 

The Edicts of Grand Lodges, so far as they can be com
mitted to writing, are found in the printed procccdings of 
those bodies respectively. 

ELECTION. 
(See Balloting; Installation; Voting.) 

Elections are usually held annually. They come off upon 
some day designated by the By-Laws of thc Lodge, or the 
Hules of the Grand Lodge. Members in arrcars for a con
siderab�e period, should be debarred from holding office or 
taking part in the clection. Elections are held in the third 
degree. Nominations to office are both common and proper. 

The officers elected are the .Master, two Wardens, Treasurer, 
and Secretary, and in many Lodges tho Tyler. They are 
elected in the order desiJ!nated. The :'enior Deacon is then 
appointed by the Master elect, the Junior Deacon by thc 
Senior Warden elect j the ~tcwardB, if any, by tho Junior 
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Warden elect j other officers, if any, are appointed by the 
Master. The installation should succeed the election at as 
brief an interval as convenien t. (&e Irutallalion.) 

By a common nsage the Mlister is considered always in 
nomination for re-election to office, anel the Wardens his 
competitors. Frequent changes in such offices 8S that of the 
Master, the Secretary, and the Tyler, are opposed to good 
Masonic policy, and entail serious evils upon the Lodge. 

No caucusing or arta of any kind to secure the election of 
favorite persons, are lawful. Officers must not be elected for 
seniority but for merit. Brethren elected to office, unless 
excused by the Lodge for reasons presented, are bound in 
Masonic reason to accept and act; an exception, however, 
may be made in behalf of one who has already filled an office 
to which the I .. odge desire against his will to re-elect him. 

The election should be by ballot and secret, each voter 
marking upon a slip of paper the name of one of the mem
bers in nomination, and depositing the slip as a ballot. 

Officers hold over nntil their successors are elected and 
installed. If, therefore, for any cause, the period prescribed 
for holding the election should pass without it, the officers of 
the preceding term will act for another·year, unless the Grand 
Lodge or Grand Master grant a Dispensation to supply the 
omit.sion. 

The death or removal of an officer after his installation, 
does not authorize a new election to fill the vacancy. If the 
vacant office be that of Master, the Wardens fill it by that of 
seniority j if that of any other, the place is filled by appoint
ment of' the Master until the next election. 

The results of an election should be immediately communi
cated by the Secretary, under his official seal, to the Grand 
Secretary. 

Immediately following the installation, the retiring officers 
give to the officers installed tbe badges of offices, records, 
moneys, etc., pertaining to their offices res~ctively. 

ENTERED APPRENTICES. 
(See Apprentices.) 

These are Masons whose progress has brought them upon 
the Checkered Pavement of the Mystic Temple whose cove-
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nanta impel them to secresy; who are enjoined to hold the 
tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, to pra~tice the 
cardinal virtues of Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Jus
tice, and to revere t.hose of l!'aith, Hope and Chllrity j to 
serve their l\laster with Freedom, Fervency and Zeal; and 
to practicc charity, and whose working toold are the Gauge 
and Gavel. 

By American usage, one month's service upon the check
ered pavement entitles the Entered Apprentice, due profi. 
ciency having been made, and his character remaining unim
peached, to be passed to the degree of Fellow·craft. 

EXPULSION. 
(See also Discipline, etc.) 

The highest grllde of punishment known to Freemasonry. 
Its equivalent in the symbolic expressions of our fathers is 
" casting away among the rubbish as unworthy for the build
ing." Unless for great criminality it should be inflicted only 
after faithful counsel and rebuke and a trial of the minor 
penalties of reprimand and suspension. 

In the most of l\Iasonic jurisdictions the Lodge which 
expels may restore; in a few, none but the Grand Lodge can 
restore. In the former case his proposal to restore must be 
made at a stated meeting, lie over at least one month, and 
receive a unanimous vote upon adoption. The Grand Lodge 
can in no case restore an expelled brother to membership. 

The expulsion of a Mason while it deprives him of every 
privilege with which his ~lasonic attachment endowed him, 
leaves him bound by every part and point of his Masonic cov
enant. Of this no act of his own or of the Lodge can ever 
divest him. The tie of l\Iasonry is perpetual. 

The lIecond penalty in Masony is 8U3pC1&IIion j the third and 
lowest reprimand. 

FEES. 
(See Dues.) 

The sums exacted from the candidate prior to the confer
ring of the degrees respectively are termed fees. 1'hey vary 
in the different sections of the United States and Canada from 
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fifteen dollars (tor the three degrees) to one hundred dollars. 
They are in general set too low for the best results. 

Clergymen are usually excused from the payment of fees. 

FELLOW CRAFTS. 
(See Craib.) 

These are Masons whose progrells has brought them to the 
Middle Chamber of tho Mystic Temple; whose covenanta 
impel them to be secret, honest, obedient and charitable; and 
whose working tools are the Plumb, Square, and Level. 

By American usage one month's servicc in the middle 
chamber entitles the ~'ellow-cran, due proficiency having been 
made, and his character remaining unimpeached, to be raised 
to the degree of Master Mason. 

FEMALES. 
(See also Adoption i Androgynous i Eastern Star; Good Samaritan; 

Heroine of Jericho i Holy Virgin i Muou's Daughter.) 

According to the solemn covenanta considered in lIymboli
cal Masonry, the cement of the Order, certain classes of 
females posse8B from their relationship to Itlaster ItIasons pecu
liar claims to countenance and support. The worthy wife and 
daughter during the lifetime of their family head, share with 
him in many ot· the benefits and honors of this noble and 
world-wide institution. Their position in society is thus 
enhanced j their protection from insult secured j their honor 
shielded from scandalous breath j their wants relieved. They 
have good reason therefore to feel that it is well for a worthy 
man to be a Freemason. 

But when the hand of death falls upon the happy and for
tunate group, and the family head is snatched from them, 
consigning to widowhood and orphanage, perhaps to poverty 
and friendlessness, those tender ones, the glory and beauty of 
Freemasonry shines forth even more conspicuously. Then 
the tearful widow, then the pale orphan assume that place in 
the affections of the brethren which late the husband aud 
father occupied. All the good will he had secured to himself 
by long and faithful Masonic services and contributions to tbe 
Masonic t.reasury, inures to them. The gratitude due to him 
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is cheerfully paid to them i and counsel, sympathy, aid and 
protection are abundantly tendered to those whom God has 
thus severely bereaved. Such is the theory of Masonry in 
its relation to wife and daughter. 

A relationship less intimate but yet tender and important 
also exists between the fraternity and the mother and sister of 
~he Master Mason. By this tie their virtue is shielded and 
they defended from those lawless attacks to which unsuspect
ing woman so often falls a prey. 

No general decision has ever been made of the questions 
whether a Mason, by non-affiliating, deprives his female rela
tives of the privileges alluded to i or what amount of" im
proper conduct, opposition to l\Iasonry, etc., would forfeit their· 
claims to Masonic protection and aid. Our opinion is that a 
demitted Mason has no l\lasonic privileges that can inure to his 
family, and that females themselves may forfeit their inherent 
claims by bad conduct and opposition to the institution. 

The widow of a Master Mason marrying again resigns her 
claims upon the Masonic Order. Several Grand Lodges have 
ordered their Subordinates to furnish the widows and orphan 
daughters of l\Iaster l'Iasons with certificates avouching their 
claims to l\[asonic benevolence. This is a laudablo custom 
and should be made general. 

To give to females an easy and reliable method of prov
ing their Masonic relationship as above described, when 
among strangers, various orders or degrees enumerated in the 
caption, have been invented and communicated to them. 
These form what is styled Adoptive Masonry. Thus far, how
ever, the system has not met with general success. 

If by accident or improper conduct on the part of Masons, 
a female comes to the knowledge of any Masonic secrets she 
is not thereby to be admitted into the Lodge nor can the 
brethren communicate with her upon lUasonic subjects. Any 
Lodge violating this rule would forfeit its charter; any 
brother infringing upon it would subject himself to certain 
expulsion. 

FINES. 
(See n Iso Dues.) 

Fines in Masonry are improper and unlawful. As a means 
of discipline, they are absurd; as a method of replenishing 
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the treasury of the Lodge, unequal and unjust. They have 
been employed in foreign Lodges where charity (alms.giving) 
was the greatest, almost the only object, of the Institut.ion j 
but here, where morality is pursued as the chief end of )Ia
sonry, they are almost universally discarded. They are une
qual, because the infliction of fines is never proportioned to 
the pecuniary ability of members. They produce nothing 
but heart-burnings or indifference, and no moral effect follows. 
Experience, therefore, as well as theory, denounce their use. 

FORNICATION. 
(See also Adultery; Discipline; Females.) 

Among the numerous instances of violations of )Iasonic 
laws committed among the widely-extended Masonic Frater
nity, and made the subjects of Masonic penalties, few indeed 
partake of the nature of carnal intercourse committed with 
the female relativcs of l\Iaster :Masons. 

FUNDS. 
(See also Treasury_) 

The fundS cf the Lodge are made up by regular contribu
tions from the members, and fees for conferring the degrees_ 
Donations, legacies, etc., are often made to Lodges by mem
bers who have greatly experienced the benefits and pleasures 
of 1\la80nry. Of this sort was t.he large legacy by Stephen 
Girard to the Oraft in Pennsylvania. 

An accumulation of funds through fines is not in accord
anee with Masonic principles. 

It is not politic for a Lod6e to swell its funds at the ex
pense of cha.rity; or of such objects of a literary character as 
the well-working of the Institution demands. Eaeh Masonic 
generation is best able to provide for itself the resources 
necessary to perpetuate the Order. 

FUSERALS. 
(See also Interment.) 

Every Worthy Master Mason, affiliated at the period of his 
death, is entitled to, and should r~ceive a Masonic Funeral. 
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The Lodge of which the deceased was a member is the 
proper body at whose expense and under whose direction the 
funeral rites should be conducted, unless owing to his high 
official position, or singular great merit, the Grand Lodge 
assumes its prerogative. If the deceased die when absent 
from home, the Lotl~e nearest the place of his death, aware 
of his character and Masonic ccnnection, will perform ~ese 
duties, and all expense will be refunded to them by the Lodge 
to which he actually belonged. A full course of instruction 
is given for Masonic funerals under the head of Past Master, 
in an earlier part of this volnme. 

GOOD SAMARITAN. 
(See also Adoption; Androgynous; Eastern Star; Femalesj Heroine of 

Jericho; Holy Virginj Masons' Daughter.) 

A form of Adoptive Masonry highly valued in the United 
States. It is usually confined to Royal Arch MasODS, and their 
wives and widows; but owing to the want of a general'head 
or standard, we have found the degree in at least one lIection 
ef the country in the hands of Master Masons, and their 
wives and daughters. It is founded upon the story of the 
Good Samaritan, and displays by an elegant ceremonial the 
virtue of charity, prompt and decisive in a most impressive 
and solemn manncr. Its medal is contrived with remarkable 
ingenuity, but its means of recognition are meager. In Mis
souri, a system of Adoptive Masonry has been devised, based 
upon The Good Samaritan. Societies working by this system 
are styled Circle.. 

The Medal of The Good Samaritan is thus described: A 
circle having in the center G. ·S. Around the border EFIW. 
STOL. Upon curved lines through the area, the following: 
LTTN. ONAO. TIMITW. SIITe. WIle. ITMTSAIWGIU. 
FWNOWITSD. EWAFL. 

GRAND MASTER. 
(See Dispensation i Dispensations; Officers.) 

The executive of the Grand Lodge, and the highest dillni
tary known to the l\Iallonic Order is styled the Grand Master. 
In him, during the intermissions between the Grand Commu
nications, is vested the government of the Craft in all ita 
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departmenta. He is not so much the Grand Muter of the 
Grand Lodge as of the Masonic Fraternity in his jurisdiction j 
his duties as President of the Grand Lodge being but subor
dinate to his higher and broader duties &8 the head of \he 
Order. 

The Grand Master is eleoted for one year, or UDtil his suo
oeasor is oonstitutionallyelected and installed. He muat be 
a Past Master to be eligible to this office, and his covenaa' .. 
Grand Master is an extellSion of that of a Put Master. 

So numerous are the duties, 80 arduo1lll the reeponsibilitiee 
of the Grand Master, that few attempts have been made by 
the Masonic legislatures to define or confine them. It haa 
been thought safer thus far to seleot worthy and competent 
men for the charge, than to hedge in and embarrass the Grand 
Master by drawing the outlines of his duties. In general, 
whatever the Grand Lodge can do, or should do, in accordance 
with their own Oonstitutions, the Grand Master, if in his own 
disoretion called upon to perform it, can and should do like
wise. 

The Grand Master may grant Dispensations for many pur
poses. See those heads. 

The instruction and illumination of the Craft being the 
Grand Master's speoial prerogative j the lectures, rituals, and 
those who impart them, are subjeot to his orders. He is ex
peoted, during his continuance in office to visit manl Lodges 
for the purposes of iIIumination, as well as to exerC188 disci
pline, inspect the work and records, and keep the Fraternity 
generally within the ancient landmarks. 

The title of the Grand Master is Most WorshipfUl. No 
emoluments are attached to the office, "the approbation of 
the Oraft and the approval of God" being a rioher reward. 

HAND BOOKS. 
(See Monitor.) 

HARODIM,OOLLEGE OF. 
(See also, lDstrucuon i Knowledge, etc.} 
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HEROINE OF JERICHO .. 
( Bee Adoption; .A ndrogynous; Eastern Star; Females; Good Samar

iWi; Holl Virgin; Muon'. Daughter.) 

A form of Adoptive Masonry, formerly in extensive use in 
the United States. It is properly conftned to Royal Arch 
Masons and tbeir wives and widows, but, like the Good Sa
maritan (which see) it has to a small extent, fallen into the 
pOBBession of Master Masons. It is founded upon the history 
of Rahab, and her fescue of the spies from the hands of the 
king of Jericho. There is no ceremonial attachea to it, but its 
means of recognition are full and ingenious. 

The medal of the Heroine of Jericho is usually heart-shaped, 
with the letters ARHAB in the center, and around it the let
ters BFRPNWTTBN. On some medals may be seen in ad
dition the letters ML. FY. IYUN. TOB. 

HISTORY. 
(See Archives; Secretary.) 

HOLY VmGIN. 
(Sec also, Adoption; Andro'lnoDB: Eastern Star; Females; Good Sa

mariWi; Heroine of Jerioho; Muon's Daughter.) 

A form of Adoptive Masonry but partially disseminated in 
this country. A little work, styled" Ladies' Masonry," pub
lished in 1851, by Wm. Leigh, Past Grand Master of Ala
bam~, gives detailed accounts of it. The sentiments, etc., are 
beautiful. 

HONORARY. 
( See also, Degrees; Memberlhip, etc.) 

Those degrees of Masonry are styled Aorwrary which are 
given in due course, and as a matter of course to Master Ma
sons i which require no covenant more binding than that of 
a Master Mason j which arc in some degree explanatory of 
symbolical Masonry, or wanting to the system. Of this sort 
are the Mar" MaaIer8, the Ro!lal JltUl6n, and &led Jlf.llltcrl, 
which are oomplementary to the PellotD-craft; the MOle &-
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celknt and Royal Arch, which seem necessary to the Ma,ler 
Mallon i the Red crOBll, which is the complement of the Rnyal 
Arch. Also, the whole array of Side Degrees, also termed 
Honorary Dt'gruB, which are used to illustrate or impress Ma
sonic virtues, and increase the means of :Masonic recognition. 

That kind of membership based upon meritorious services 
alone, and not contingent upon fees or residence is styled 
honorary. 

IMPOSITION. 
(See Charity j Travel, etc.) 

That the Masonic Order at the present time abouuds with 
impostors, through whose impositions the Craft are great suf
ferers, is but saying that due care in examination is not exer
cised. If Lodges and Masons will take the assertions of 
every stroller for truth, counsel is but wasted upon them. 

The principles and tcchnicalities of :l\Iasonry afford an in
fallible test whereby impostors may be detected, and charity 
prudently and worthily bestowed. 

INITIATION. 
(See Entered Apprentice.) 

The ceremony of introduction into the first degree of Ma
sonry, symbolically expressed as "introducing the candidate 
to the Checkered Pavement of King Solomon's Temple," 
is properly styled Initiation i although many writers use the 
term indiscrimiuately iu reference to all Masonic degrees. 
The conductor is the Senior Deacon. The instructors are 
the Master and Wardens. 

The ceremony of iuitiation is exceedingly instructive and 
beautiful. Performed with the necessary machinery, each 
assistant having his part perfectly clear in his memory, and 
with a tongue fluent to express his part, and followed up by 
the lectures in three sections appropriate to the degree, it 
never fails to gratify and satisfy the initiate, and to improve 
the mind and morals of the brethren present. 

A Brother long absent from his Lodge, having no vouch
ers, and being totally unable to prove himself a Mason, may 
lawfully be initiated a second time. 
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INSTALLATION. 

(See Election; Officers, etc.) 

The act of qualifying officer!! elect for their respective du
ties is st,yled installation. It is performed in open Lodge, 
opened in either degree, or after a slight preparation, it may 
be done in public. It consists, 1st, In an acknowledgment 
by the brethren presentthat the persons named have been truly 
elected by them for the offices respectively. 2d, In a further 
acknowledgmcnt by the brethren present that they yet ad
here to their choice. 3d, In a covenant by the parties elect 
faithfully to perform their respective trul!ts until their suc
cessors are duly elccted and installed. 4th, In an enumera
tion and acceptance of the vnriouil duties. 5th, Rendering 
due homage and respect to the new officers. All these, ex
cept the third spccification, may be performed in public. 

The retiring Master installs the Master elect, who then in
stalls the remaining officers. 

After an officer is installed, he can not honorably resign 
the office, or neglect the duties involved in it. In case of 
dcath or absence, no new election is held; the office is sup
plied by brethren appointed temporarily by tho Master. 

In case of public installation, an address to the audience 
should follow, in which the purposes and theory of Masonry, 
and the vital relation in which the newly-installed officers 
stand toward the Lodge may be rehearsed. 

INSTRUCTION, LODGES OF. 

(See also, Harodim j Knowledge.) 

Thelle are moot Lodges, in which the cercmonies of Ma
sonry are performcd, their technicalities rehearsed, etc., for 
the purpose of perfecting the attendant brethren therein. 
When conducted with dignity, and the ancient rituals rigidly 
followed, they arc productive of much benefit to the fra
ternity. 
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INTERMENT. 
(See also, Funeral.) 

None are entitled to the honors of a Masonic interment 
save Master ~Iasons, and those only who are in good standing 
at the time of their death, and affiliated in a regular Lodge. 
It is to be understood, also, that the deceased had expressed 
his desire for Masonic interment. The consent of his survi
ving family, or those having the immediate charge of his re
mains, must likewise be had. It is well for Lodges to keep a 
"Book of Memory," in which members may record their 
wishes as to the disposition of their remains af'tAlr death. 
This will often obviate an unpleasant altercation between the 
Lodge and the family of the deceased. 

An Entered Apprentice or Fellow-craft, however distin
guished socially or politically, can not have a Masonic burial. 
The reason of this 18 found in the peculiar philosophy of Ma
Bonry, which has appropriated all 'J.uestions relative to death 
and the resurrection to the Master s degree. 

A Mason who has taken his own life, or perished in a duel 
or any unlawful brawl, or has suffered death at the hands of 
justice, or died from the effects of dissipation in any evil 
oourse, can not have the honors of Masonic interment. 

Assemblages for funeral purposes, if met within a reasona
ble distance, must be controlled as other Lodge meetings
a Master, the Warden, a Secretary for recording, and an open 
Lodge. But in the absence of a Lodge organization, or at a 
distance too ~reat for such formalitl' a proper number of 
brethren 'WorklDg in the spirit of seriousness and prudence, 
may convene, and with the solemn rites of Masonry lay" dust 
to dust." 

JURISDICTION. 

The jurisdiction of a Grand J40dge extends to the boundary 
of the State, Province, or Territory in which it is found. 
Over all Lodges and individual Masons therein it has pri
mary and exclusive rule. But this is not all. Any State, 
Province, etc., in which no Grand Lodge exists, is subjeot to 
the joint occupation and rule of all the Grand Lodges in the 

Digitized by Google 



II.aoNIO LAW AND USAG •. 339 

world. Such at the present time (1858) are New Mexico, 
Washington Territory, Utah, etc., In the United States and 
Mexico; Central America, the greater part of Africa and Asia, 
the Sandwich Islands, etc., etc., elsewhere, in each of which 
any Grand Lodge acknowledged to be regular, may establish 
Lodges in accordance with their own constitution. 

By a reciprocal and beautiful courtesy, many Grand Lodges 
waive jurisdiction to the Subordinates, working under contig
uous Grand Lodges, and authorize them to admit members 
whose residences are nearer those LodgeS than any under their 
own government. 

Thejurisdiction orevery Subordinate Lodge eztends to those 
points on every side which are midway to contiguous Lodges 
respectively. But the same principle of reciprocal courtesy 
will justify the waiving of Jurisdiction to neighboring Lodges 
by special order. The Lodge situated nearest the boundary 
line of the State has exclusive jurisdiction to that line, sub
ject only to such international courtesy as may be allowed by 
the Grand Lodges respectively. 

The "riolation of Muonio jurisdiction is a high misdemeanor 
in Masonry, and has led to many and serious altercations be
tween brethren. 

JURISPRUDENCE. 

There are seventeen rules of Masonio jurisprudence, which 
may well be styled Landmarks, which embrace its entire code. 
They are deduced from the Ancient Charges compiled by 
Payne, Anderson and Desagulers, and first published in 1723. 

LANDIIA.BJt I. The Masonic Landmarks are unohangeable 
and imperative. 

LANDJUBK II. Freemasonry is a system teaching spnbol
ically, piety, morality, aoience, Charity and self-disciphne. 

LANDIlA.BX III. The Law of God is the rule and limit of 
Masonry. 

LANDIIARK IV. The civil law, so far as it accords with the 
Divine, is obligatory upon Masons. 

LANDMARK V. The Masonic Lodge and the Masonio In
Btitution are one and indivisible. 
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LANDKARK VI. Masonic qualifications regard the mental, 
moral and physical nature of man. 

LANDMARK VII. Personal worth and merit are the only 
basis of official worth and merit. 

LANDMARK VIII. The offici~l duties of Masonry are esot-
~~ . 

LANDMARK IX. The selection of Masonio material and 
the general labors of the Masonic Craft, are exoteric. 

LANDKARK X. The honors of Masonry are the gratitude of 
the Cr.rt and the approval of God. 

LANDMARK XI. Masonic promotion both private and official, 
is by grades. 

LANDMARK XII. The Grand Master may have a Deputy. 
LANDMARK XIII. The head of the .Lodge is the Master, 

duly elected by the Craft. 
LANDMARK XIV. The medium of communication between 

the head and the body of the Lodge is the Wardens. 
LANDMARK XV. Obedience to the Master and Wardens is 

obligatory upon the members. 
LANDMARK XVI. ·Secresy is an indispensable element in 

Masonry. 
LANDMARK XVII. The Grand Lodge is supreme in its 

sphere of jurisdiction, and controls both the Subordinate 
Lodges and indh·idual Masons, but always subject to the 
Ancient Landmarks. 

KNOWLEDGE. 

(See Discipline i Harodim i Instruction.) 

The advantages of Masonio knowledge to the brethren are, 
FiT.t, To afford them the means of communication with the 
Craft wherever met, thus enabling them to enjoy the social, 
honorary and pecuniary privileges of the Institution. &c
and, To expand the mind and improve the morals. A Lodge 
which does not afford to its members these classes of advan
tages is not doing its part in the work of Masonry, and upon 
proper charges before the Grand Lodge, may be reprimanded 
or deprived of its charter. 
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It is the duty of the Master of the Lodge to communicate 
Masonic knowledge to his members at every meeting of the 
Lodge. Upon his failure to do so, should dissatisfaction arise, 
it is quieted by thc ability and readiness of the Senior War
den, who performs the duty thus slighted by the Master. A 
Lodge can not lawfully be opened or closed without this com
munication of Masonic knowledge. Upon the failure of the 
Master (or Senior Warden) to perfornl this duty, upon proper 
charges being made to the Grand Master, hc may be repri
manded, or even deposed from office by that high official. 

No Brother, not properly identified and vouched for as a 
Masonic acquaintance, can be admitted as a visitor into a 
Lodge, until by the communication of his Masonic knowledge 
he satisfies them of his legitimacl as a Mason. 

Should an applicant as aforesaId fail in his attempt to visit, 
by the want of Masonic knowledg~, a notification should 
be promptly made to the Lodge of which he claims to be a 
member, that the imposition, if any, may be detected. 

Honorariums and testimonials of various sorts are made by 
a grateful fraternity to those brethren who through much 
travel, reading and study become conspicuous for their Ma
sonic knowledge. 

The officers,of Lodges, Grand and Subordinate, are prop
erly selected on account of their knowledge, as well as their 
zeal and moral worth. 

LABOR. 
(See RefreshmenL) 

The work of Masonry, including the opening and closing 
of Lodges, and all that is done in them, also the public ex
ercises of the Oraft, as seen in the burial of' the dead, laying 
corner-stones, dedicating Masonic Halls, publio installation 
of officers, etc., is styled Labor. The behavior of the Fra
ternity at other periods is said to be while at Refre,hment. 
During the period of Labor the Senior Warden has direct 
charge of the laborers, the elevation of his column implying 
so much. During that of Refreslnnent the charge is in the 
Junior Warden, and his column should be erected accord
ingly. 

The anoient practice of the Fraternity required actual Rc-
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jrta1arMftlof food and drink, typified by the olber, to be dis
pensed to the brethren before they dispersed after Labur. 

The whole purposes of Masonic Labur may be embraced in 
the divine sentence, "Glory to God in the High_ I on earth 
peace: good will to men I " 

LIBRARY. 
(See al80 Secretary, Archivet, etc.) 

Every well-working Lodge should be possesaecl of a Library 
to contain all the proceedings and printed documenta emanat
ing from the Grand Lodge by whose authority it works; a 
good supply of manuals or hand-books fOl' convenient use; 
one or more of the Masonic periodicals of the day; all the 
standard and approved works upon Masonic History, Philoso
phy, Jurisprudence, and Belles-lettres extant; and such other 
publications of a :Masonic or more general natare, as the taste 
and wants of the Lodge may dictate. 

The Librarian of the Lodge is the Secretary. Regulations 
for the preservation of the Library and the loaning of the 
books to members, should be attached to the By-laws of the 
Lodge. 

A fund, consisting of a regnlar per cent. on all collections, 
should be annually appropriated to tbe increase of the Library. 
This may be expended under the directions of the Cbmmittee 
on the Libra,'!!' who consist, usually, of the three higher otli
cers of tbe Lodge, together with the Treasurer and Secretary. 

The only complete Masonic Library or collection of works 
upon the History, Philosophy, Jurisprudence, and Belles
lettres of the Institution ever prepared for general usc, is that 
styled II The Uni\"ersal Masonio Library," of which the Cata
logue is presented at the end of this volume." 

LIGHT. 
(See Knowhldge.) 

By the term Lig1at is implied in 1\lasoory, all that knowledge 
esoteric or exoteric peculiar to the Institution. The covenant 
is thc boundary line between Masonic light and darkne88. 

There is no Masonic light as such in any degree beyond 
that of the three symbolic gradel!. 
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The pOBSe88ion of Masonio light entitles a Brother to all 
the privileges and honors of Masonry, so long as he pOSBe8888 
the mental, moral and physical means of establishing his 
claim to them. 

MANUALS. 
(See Monitor.) 

MASON'S WIFE OR DAUGHTER. 
(See a180 Adoption; Androgynous; Eastern Star; Females; Good Sa

maritan; Heroine of Jericho; Holy Virgin.) 

A form of Adoptive :1\Iasonry very extensively diffused 
in this country. Its popularity is owing, we apprehend, to 
the eue with which the most unintelligent persons can com
municate it, as it requires neither eloquence, memory, nor 
Scriptural knowledge to display its full merits. 

It is usually confined to ?rIaster 1\lasonll and their wives, 
widowl!, sisters and daufl:htcrs j but in some localities it is 
communicated to the "IOIMra of' such. There is no incident 
of Scripture particularly illustrated by it, nor are its means 
of recognition sufticiently uniform or complete to render it a 
matter worthy of much attention. Its jewel is a circle with 
the letters A?rIRY j in the center and around it, the letters 
FNDOS BTKC. 

MASTER. 
(See Officers, etc.) 

The 1\Iaster of the Lodge is elected by those members eligi
ble by the By-Laws, and upon a day specified either in the 
By-Laws or in tbe Constitutional regulations of the Grand 
Lodge. He is elected annually, and holds oftice until his sue
CeSBor is duly elected and installed. He is installed by tho 
retiring 1\laster, or some other Past 1\Jaster. It is essential 
that he should first receivc the degree (or Order) of Past 
Master before he can be installed. He is elccted not for his 
seniority, but according to his merit. If re-eleoted without 
an interval, be need not be re-installed. 

All matters relative to the progress, discipline, cementing 

Digitized by Google 



344 JlASONIC LAW AND USAGB • 

• and good order of the Lodge, devolve in general npon the 
Master. He appoints all committees. is custodian of the 
Charter, summons the Lodge at discretion, admits and rejects 
visitors at pleasure, appoints the Senior Deacon and performs 
the work. The Wardens are his aMistants, the Past l\las~rs his 
counselors and aids, the members his co-laborers in the glori
ous work of Masonry. 

The Master is responsible for his official acts not to his 
Lodge, but to the Grand Lodge, or (which is the same thing) 
to the Grand l\laster for the time being. Therefore, he will 
put no question to his Lodge that he deems contrary to the 
Constitution and By-Laws, or 8ubversi\"e of the true spirit and 
intention of the ancient landmarks. This is the spirit of his 
installation covenant. 

MASTER MASON. 
(Sec also Apprentices j Craft. j Materials j Religion.) 

A Brother' having been initiated regularly into the first 
degree of Masonry, as regularly passed to the second degree, 
and as regularly raised to the third degree, is styled a Master 
Mason. He is a completed edifice, prepared for the reception 
of all Masonic knowledge, and the exemplification of every 
virtue. To him all the ancient landmarks may and should 
he entrusted; upon him arc laid all the burdens of the Insti
tution-he is authorized to use and enjoy every privileae, 
honor and pleasure of which Freemasonry is snsceptible. By 
the philosophy of the Institution he is covenanted to pre
serve its secrets, to be honest, obedient and charitable, to 
avoid slander, violence and licentiousness, to have no Masonic 
communication with clandestine Lodges or Masons. and to 
reject in the quarry all improper materials. (See Material •. ) 
As morality is the great doctrine of an apprentice, and .cience 
the gruat pnrpose of' a Craft, so religion of' a broad and uni
versal character is the prime inculcation of the Mruter'. 
degree. 

The Master }Iason is the teacher of all Masons of inferior 
grades, and must ever be found as ready to communicate 
knowledge 8S they to recei\"e it. No Master l\lason should 
content himself with less than the seven sections of the lec
tures in the first, second and third Degrees, as these, or large 
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parts of these, form the necessary means of recognition be
tween the brethren the world over. 

The Treasury of the Lodge belongs to the 1\laster Masons, 
who are its members (see Treasnry), and its benefits accrue 
only to them, their widows, and orphan children. 

Only Master Masons can be interred with Masonic honors, 
or unite in the solemn ceremonies appropriate to that act. 
The symbols of Masonry are elucidated to Master Masons 
chiefly; its grand and sublime traditions which give dignity 
and permanency to the Order, are unfolded only in this 
degree. 

The preparation of By. Laws, their amendment, etc.; service 
on committees; the official stations; all voting, ballo,ting and 
debating j attendance either as representatives or visitors at 
the Grand Lodge; all these are the prerogatives of Master 
Masons. 

Only l\'Iaster Masons are reqnired to pay the contributions, 
ordinary or extraordinary ordered by the Lodge and Grand 
Lodge. An exception to this rule is found in Kentucky, 
where dues, etc., are required of all grades of Masons. 

A Master l\'Iason as such may travel, visit Lodges upon law
ful examination, and disseminate the light and knowledge of 
the Order around the world. 

Only l\'Iaster Masons can unite in the organization of new 
Lodges, or the revival of old Lodges. Chartera and Dis
pensations are granted to Master Masons exclusively. 

MATERIALS. 
(See Muter Mason; Crans; Apprentices.) 

This topic is conveniently subdivided into 1. Lawful. 2. 
Unlawful. 

Lawful Material to the mystic temple of Masonry consists 
of men free born, of lawful age (twenty-one years and 
upward is the Americau usage) j mentally, morally~ and 
physically perfect (according to the ancient standard), well 
recommended, and presenting, unsolicited, a request to the 
Lodge for initiation. 

Such an applicant as this is scrutinized by each member of 
the Lodge by every light presented in the Masonic system. 
A oommittee is appointed on behalf of the Lodge, with am

RO 
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pIe powers and ample time (one month or longer if any uk 
it), to make inquiry into his qualifications in the three par
ticulars of mind, heart, and body. Their report being de
livered and accepted, a ballot is spread (secret in the strictest 
acceptation of the term), and upon the unanimous con!!ent of 
the brethren assembled (one objection being fatal), the appli
cant, with every caution that the time-honored principles of 
Masonry inculcate, and the experience of brethren suggests, 
is entrusted with a portion of the secrets of the Fraternity, 
bound by a link of its mystic covenant, and endowed with a 
little part of its privileges. 

But this, by no means, ends the scrutiny with which he ill 
viewed by those to whom is entrusted the building up of the 
ancient walls. It is not alone in selecting and breaking the 
stone in the quarry, that skill and caution are necessary, but 
in every step from its choice to its elevation to place in the 
walls. The candidate having worked awhile (not less than a 
month by American usage) as an Entered Apprentice, the 
brethren have been enabled to view him more closely, and to 
criticise his qualifications for Masonry more accurately than 
before he came among them. He now undergoes a second 
ordeal by secret ballot, and if a single objection is found he 
must remain awhile longer to wield the Gauge and Gavel, the 
instruments of his vocation upon the checkered pavement. 

Having, however, by unanimous consent passed to the 
degree of Fellow-craft, and assumed an enlarged and solemn . 
covenant, the materials begin to assume a shape pleasing to 
the Masonic eye. An intimacy, tender and delightful, is 
formed between the Fellow-craft and his brethren. It be
comes good and pleasant to dwell with him in unity. The 
task of scrutinizing the mental, moral, and physical character 
of the Brother is easy and agreeable. The weekta pass swiftly 
by (not less than four by American usage), and the plumb, 
square, and level may be laid aside, the Middle Chamber 
vacated, the apron turned to represent a mystic form, and the 
Brother raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason. 
This is equivalent to laying the block upon tbe wall and 
cementing it there, never, it is hoped, to be removed. The 
Trowel placed in the Brother's hands, indicates a duty the 
mos~ sacred of all Masonic inculcations, and his future place 
as a Mason, the Sanctum Sanctorum of the Temple. Such 
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are the materials of 1\lasonry; such the working up taught 
by its founder. 

Unlawful Material oonsists of females; minors; slave-born 
persons; those whose minds are impaired by age j irreligio)ls 
libertines (scoffers at religious sentiment); atheists; idots and 
deranged persons. To these are added the immoral; the 
lecherous; the disobedient lo law, human and divine; the 
indiscreet in confidential communications j the halt, maim, 
and blind i the eunuch j the parsimonious; the oontumacious; 
the unintelligent; the brawler, and the violent. Such per
sonl! are not alone debarred by ancient law, but by the very 
nature of Masonic attachments which present no permanent 
allurement or reward for them. 

The standard of perfp.ction in Masonio material requires 
that the applicant for 1\lasonic light shall have such senses, 
members, and powers as will enable him to give and to receive 
all the means of Masonic recognition, according to the strict
est Masonic forms. Thill standard applies to various parts of 
the bod!!, from sole to crown; to the 'mind, and to the heart. 

MEETINGS. 
(See Assemblages.) 

MEMBERSHIP. 
(See also, Honomry.) 

The members of the Lodge are those Master Masons who 
were concerned in its organization and named in the charter; 
or those who have been regularly raised to the sublime degree 
of a 1\laster Mason therein; or those who have been affiliated 
by unanimous vote, and signed the By-Laws, having first 
received the degree of a 1\laster Mason in another Lod~. 

The membership of a Lodge should not, in general, exceed 
fift,. or sixty: it will be found, indeed, that a smaller number 
than fifty suffices for all the proper purposes of the Craft. 
The best working Lodges in. the land are rarely found to 
-exceed thirty-five members each. The average of the entire 
catalogue of Lodges in the United States, is less than thirty
four. Whenever the membership of the Lodge becomes 80 
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extended that the Secretary can not regnlarly serve notices 
and collect dues from them; the Junior Warden supervise 
their conduct at refreshment; and the ?tJaster maintain a 
fatherly care over them, and dispense sympathy, counsel, 
praise, and blame in due proportions, the I.odge is too large, 
and there is space for another. Those Lodges, of which there 
are many, whose rolls exceed one hundred, and even one 
hundred and fifty members each, however they may accumu
late funds, build splendid halls, and make a magnificent dis
play in public, are actually accomplishing but a small and 
inferior part of the genuine purposes of Masonry. 

The membership of the Lodges (4600) in the United 
States and Cauada, forms an aggregate approximating to 160,-
000 Master Masons, divided into thirty-seven Grand Lodge 
jurisdictions. . 

No Mason can be regnlarly a member of more than one 
Lodge at a time. It is, therefore, nece8Sary, before he can 
change his affiliation, that he shall produce evidences in the 
form of a demit, of his having honorably withdrawn from a 
former I.odge, having first paid up all dues, and standing in 
good repute with the brethren. But it will not be improper for 
a Lodge to elect the Brother as a member, conditioned upon 
his producing his demit and signing the By-Laws. This 
pIau is recommended as requiring not a 'moment's severance 
from the former Lodge. 

To perfect the contract of affiliation requires four acta. 1. 
The Brother petitions the Lodge for affiliation, accompanyiug 
the petition by the requisite fee. 2. The I.odge refers the 
request to a Committee, with ample time and powers to make 
thorough inquiry into the applicant's character and standing. 
3. The Lodge, at a stated meeting, elects him by secret, unan
imous ballot. 4. The Brother sigus the By-Laws of the 
Lodge. Many Lodges omit the fourth link in this chain, 
but it is best maintained entire. 

The system of Houorary membership, prevalent in foreign 
countries, is being extensively introduced into this country 
with most favorable results. It differs from ordinary memo 
bership in theso points: 1. The application is made by some 
Brother of the Lodge and not by the member to be affiliated. 
2. The grounds of affiliation are not a residence within the 
jurisdiction, but honorable, zealous, and devoted services to 
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the Masonic Order at large. 3. No fee accompanies the 
application, nor are any charges made upon an Honorary 
member. 4. It is not necessary he should sign the By-Laws· 
of the Lodge. o. An Honorary member is not under the dis
cipline of the Lodge for misconduct. 6. The connection of 
an Honorary member with the Lodge may be severed by a 
majority vote of the Lodge, or by the expressed wish of the 
member himself. 

MINUTE-BOOK. 

(See Secretary.) 

MONITOR. 

(See also Hand-Books i Manuals.) 

A publication in which the exoteric doctrines and practices 
of Masonry are arranged to accord with the esoteric portions 
styled the Ritual, is termed a MQnilm or Hand-Book. 

All the Charts, Hand-Booke, Monitors, etc., .are derived 
from the first or Webb's Monitor (1797), and exhibit such 
resemblances to that and to one another as to be used inter
changeably in the Lodges. - (See Ritual.) 

An expert Master will never exhibit his Monitor while in-
• structing the younger brethren or the Lodge. All the moni

torial passages will be carefully committed to memory and 
fitted properly, each to each, with the corresponding portions 
of the Ritual, and so delivered with the impressiveness of an 
extemporaneous oration. The same injunction is given as to 
the public ceremonies of the Order. 

MUSIO. 

The use of odes and instrumental music in the work of 
Masonry, formerly so prevalent in the Lodges of America, is 
being resumed with the best results. A good collection of 
Odes for this purpose is offered in the present Tolume. 
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NON -AFFILIATION. 
(See allO AfliliatiOD j Discipline j and Withdrawal.) 

The severance of the conneotion between the Master Mason 
and his Lodge, a connection vitally important to his Masonio 
character and usefulness, and urgently required by the "An
cient Charges," is denominated non-affiliation. It is a great 
evil, and has done more in modern times to dishonor the Ma
Bonic institution and weaken the bonds of the Masonic cove
nant than any other innovation known to us. In many 
plaoes, the numbers of non-affiliating Masolls equal thof'e of 
the affiliated, thus orushing the latter undcr such dead weights 
as to render it morally impossible for them to carryon the 
Masonic building with success. 

NO"n-affiliation should be discouraged by every means at 
the command of the Order. Grand Lodges should fulminate 
decrees against it, forbidding any Masonic benefits or atten
tions being bestowed on non-affiliating Masons living, and 
any MaBOnie honors when dead. The By-Laws and usages of 
Subordinate Lodges should pointedly discountenance them 
while in that condition, at the same time presenting every 
all.rement to them to re-affiliate. They should be forbidden 
to visit the Lodge more than onoe or twice. They should not 
be admitted to the publio demonstrations of the Order, its 
festivals, funerals, ete., under any circumstances, or aided from 
the Lodge funds, or introduced to Masons as brethren. They 
are Ma80nically outlaws while in their voluntary condition of 
.trangement, and should be treated as such. 

n is lawful and proper to solicit them to affiliate with the 
Lodge. 

A. fee of 85, or 810 might with propriety be charged for a 
Demit. 

There is no lawful reason for a Brother demitting from the 
Lodge except to unite himself immediately with another. 

A. Brother removing his residence to another jurisdiction 
should not withdraw from his former Lodge until he has dis
covered that there is a Lodge at a convenient distance from 
his new residence, and that it is composed of such materials 
as he can with pleasure associate with. It would be well even 
then to defer demitting nntil he has petitioned and been elected 
by the Lodge as a membcr. A Lodge may elect an applicant 
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under those circumstances to membership, contingent upon his 
afterward producing a Demit from his former Lodge. 

Thus a zealous, intelligent Brother will never for a lingle 
moment be in a state of withdrawal from a Lodge j but from 
the evening of his initiation to the day of death, be in tbe full 
enjoyment of the privileges, pleasures and honors of the Royal 
Craft . 

.A. Demit should only be granted by the Lodge, and in the 
form of a regular action upon the following petition: 

. Date. 
"To the Master, Warden and Brethren of Lodge, 

No. 
The undersigned respectfully asks leave to withdraw from 

the membership of this Lodge. His reasons for this request 
are 

Signed 

This paper should be carefully preserved by the Secretary, 
and filed in the Archives of the Lodge. It need not be re
ferred to a committee, but may be acted upon peremptorily by 
the Lodge. A majority vote would suffice to grant the request. 

If granted, tile entry of tke fact constituta tke Demit, and 
from that meeting the tie of affiliation is severed. Should the 
Brother afterward desire to return, he can only do so as any 
other applicant, viz., by regular petition, to be referred to a 
committee, to lie over a certain period, and be granted only 
by secret and unanimous ballot. 

If the Brother asks for a copy of the record of Demit, the 
Secretary grantll one in the following form: 

" HALL OF LODGE, No. 
Date. 

This is to certify that Brother A-- B--, a 1\laster 1\la
son, and a member of tbis Lodge, having paid up all due!! and 
charges against him, and being in good standing in the Lodge, 
has this day, by order of the Lodge, been permitted to with
draw from the same. 

By order, 
(Seal.) C-- D--, Secretary." 

If the Lodge has no seal, the Secretary may authenticate 
the document by his private seal. 
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An Entered Apprentice or Fellow-craft, changing his resi
dence as aforesaid, may, by his own and the consent of his 
former Lodge, be transferred to the care, good will and gov
ernment of the Lodge nearest his new home. A certificate 
may be gtanted him in the following form: 

"HALL 01' LODGB. No. 
Date. 

By order of the Lodge, and at tIle his own request, Brother 
A-- B--, an Entered Apprentice (or Fellow-craft), has 
this day been transferred to the care, good will and govern
ment of Lodge, No. at he 
having made good proficiency in his dcgree (or degrees), and 
exemplified the exalted virtues of the Royal Art during the 
period of his connection with us. 

By order of the Lodge, 
(Seal.) C-- D--, Secretary." 
A non-affiliating Mason is as much under t.he control of 

the Lodge in whose jurisdiction he resides or sojourns, as to 
moral conduct and behavior, as though he were affiliated; 
while he is in effect deprived of all its privileges. All the 
offenses enumerated in the disciplinary code of the institution 
are doubly offenses in him, because he evinces none of the 
virtues of obedience, industry and charity, which are exempli
fied in the conduct of affiliating Masons. Upon trial fOI 
unmasonic conduct, therefore, he labors under a peculiar dis
ability. This is one of the penalties of his withdrawal. In 
pract.ice, it is found, thcrefore, that the forgivi ng spirit of the 
fraternity which pardons almost every offense in a repentant, 
humbled Brother has but little exercise in the case of non
affifiating Masons. 

The condition of protracted non-affiliation, in its results, 
is nearly equivalent to a total scverance frOID Freemasonry. 
It being impossible for a Mason to display the virtues and merits 
of the Order when forbidden to share in its privileges, such an 
one becomes in process of time indifferent. He violates the 
secresy of Masonry because he has forgotten what portions of 
Masonry are secret. He pa'Sses the distressed Mason without 
recognition, for his memory has lost the means of recognition i 
even those signs and words, 80 solemnly interwoven into his 
covenant, have lost their force to him. He fails to rebuke an 

Digitized by Google 



MASO!iIO LAW A!iD LSAGE. 353 

erring Brother, or to give to a Brother in danger a timely 
warning. His evil inclinations spare not those who are bound 
to him by indissoluble ties j nor is the helpless widow and 
orphan daughter, who trusted in him for his ~lasonry's sake, 
preserved from the curse of his lusts. As years pass, the 
memory of his Masonic connection fades away from his mind; 
the new generation of Masons ent.irely forget.'1 that he was ever 
a Brothcr alUong them, and he goes to bis gra\'e as one freed 
from the ties of' brotherhood. NOlle but God and the Reeord
ing Angel remember that he was ever bound in a covenant 
stl'onger to an honorable mind thun chains of brass and fet
ters of iron I To the Great Tribunal above will he respond to 
the inquiry, Who dissolved for thee this indissoluble bond? 

NOTICES. 
(See Summons.) 

OBLIGATION. 
(Sec Covemm t.) 

The spirit of all l\Iasonic obligations or covenants may be 
found in the ancient fragments of Masonic law and usage, an
terior to or included in the Aneient Charges, published by the 
Grand Lodge of England, in 1723. The applicant for 1\la
Bonie light lIIay safely bclieve that he will never be required to 
assume any CO\'cnant whose spirit and intention can not be 
foulld in those publications, open to all. 

OFFICERS. 
(See Grand Master; ~Jaster, etc.) 

Frecmasonry is, to some extent, a system of offices. There is 
a regular chain of' authority and responsibility stretching from 
the Urand l\Ia~ter in the Urand Lodge, down to the Tyler of 
a Suhordinate Lodge. 

Thc 'J:Ij'~r is responsible that nonc enter unless in due ~arb 
and with thc ~la8tcr's pcrmission. The Junior Deacon that 
none rctire without due permission and salutation. The Sellior 
Deat~o1/. thatc:lndidatcs bc duly prepared, receivcd and conduct. 
cd, visiting brethrcn duly welcomed, etc., and the Master's will 
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in general obeyed. The &cretary that the records be faithfully 
kept, and the income of the Lodge promptly collected. The 
n-easurer that the Lodge funds be securely preserved accord
ing to its will. The Junior Warden that the moral and social 
laws of Masonry be dnly regarded by the brethren, when out 
of the Lodge. The Senior Warden that the Muter ha\'e 
ample aid and connsel whcn required, and the Lodge be gov
erned in his absence. The Master that the By-Laws of the 
Lodge and the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge be strictly 
obeyed, the 'Work correctly and impressively performed, the 
charter, records, and property of the Lodge preserved, a due 
representation of the Lodge had at every Communication of 
the Grand Lodge, discipline exercised npon erring members, 
due honors paid the faithful deceued Brothers, and the peace 
and harmony of the mystic work maintained. Over all this, 
in ten, a hundred, or five hundred Lodges, as the case may be, 
stands the Grand Master. 

OUTLAWED. 

(See Materials.) 

PARSIMONY. 

(See Benevolence i Discipline.) 

PASSING. 

(See Fellow Craft.) 

The ceremony of induction into the second degree of Ma
sonry, symbolically expressed as "conducting the candidate 
into the middle chamber of King Solomon's Temple," is 
styled passing~ The conductor is the Senior Deacon. The 
instructors, the Master and Wardens. 

The ceremony of passing is highly instructive, as a peru
sal of the monitorial passages under the head of Fellow
craft., in the earlier part of this volume, will show. 

Digitized by Google 



MASONIO LA. W A.ND USAGE. 

PAST MASTERS. 
(See Membership.) 

356 

A Brother elected by his Lodgc to prcside over thcm as 
Master, is required by those who are serving or who have here
tofore served in that capacity. to cnter into pcculiar covenants 
and engagements before his installation. The whole is styled 
the Degree or Order of Past Master, which is fully described 
under that head in an early part of this volume. 

PROCESSION. 
(Sce also, Labor.) 

The public appearance of the fraternity in :l\Iasonic cloth
in5 and emblems i. described under this head. It is lawful for 
a Lodge, by Dispensation from the Grand Master (or without 
it, if the usage of the jurisdiction allows), to appear in pub
lic at the burial of worthy deceased :Master Masons, at the 
laying of corner-stones of l\lasonic edifices, at the dedication 
of Masonic edifices, and at the installation of the officers of 
the Lodge or Grand Lodge. 

A public procession must be conducted with all the deco
rum and strictness of a tyled Lodge. A marshal specially 
appointcd by the Master to preserve order, is the medium of 
communication between that officer and his members, and 
takes public control of the proceedings. Nonc but 1\<1asons 
can enter a procession as such. The admission of other soci
eties, by whatever name distinguished, is a gross infraction of 
Masonic principle. A place is found at the laying of cor
ner-stones for the chief magistrates, etc., but not as associ
ates in an affiliated institution. 

None can enter a procession when formed, except by per
mission from the lfaster, demanded with the same formality 
as in a tyled Lodge j and none retire without the same for
mality of asking and recciving. 

RAISING. 
( See Master Mason.) 

The ccremony of indnction into thc third degrec of 1\la
sonry, symbolically expressed as "introducing the candidate 

Digitized by Google 



356 MASONIC LAW AND USAGE. 

into the sanctum sanctorum of King Solomon's Temple," is 
styled Raising. The conductor is the Senior Deacon. The 
instructors are the ~Iaster and Wardens. 

The ceremony of raising is solemn, and rij!htly appreciated, 
sublime. The most important problems of human destiny 
are considered; death, interment, the resurrection of the body, 
and the immortality of the soul arrest by turns the attention, 
and are rationally applied to the present improvement of 
the heart. 

RECOGNITION. 
(See Signs; Words.) 

Freemasons possess in their ancient mysteries infallible 
means of recognition. These consist of signs, tokens, 
words, and points of entrance. They are unl'hangeable, con
sistent with each other and with a general plan, and form a 
part of the nstruetion eOlllmunicated to every Brother upon 
his reception into the several degrees. A visitor endeavoring 
to enter a Lodge without a competent knowledge of these, 
must be viewed as an illlpostor. A visitor possessing them in 
perfection, must be hailcd as a Brotber, and welcomed ac
cordingly. 

REFRESHMENT. 
(Sec Labor.) 

The term Re/reslllllellt in Masonry implies cessation from 
Labor. The Llbol' of the Fraternity is all that is done 
strictly as :Masons, whether in or out of the hall, and includes 
the opcning and closing of Lodges. conferring degrees, exer
cising discipline, burying the dead, laying corner-stones, ded
icating Masonic edifices, public installation of officers, etc. 
RI'fl'eshment refers to the conduct of the brethren at other 
periods. 

The behavior of Masons while at Rpfreshment is under the 
special supervision of the Junior Warden, who is required to 
counsel, direct, rebuke and prefer char~es, as necessity 
may demand. The elevation of his official column during 
the period of Rifre.~hmenf, indicates to the Craft his duty. 

A revival of the time-honored practice of dispensing the 
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tanJ!ible refreshments of food and drink to the Brethren after 
lubor, of which the other is typical, is happily on foot in the 
United States. 

REG ULATIONS. 
(See By-Laws; Edicts; ~ule8.) 

Such Masonic rules as are of a standing and general char
acter, are usually denominated Tl'9uiali()IIS j but there is little 
difference in the 1\lasonic meaning of the various terms, rules, 
edicts, regulations and commands. 

No re~ulation of a Grand or Subordinate Lodge is binding 
upon a Brother, unless it be accordant with the ancient land
marks, as pree:ented in the Constitution of his Grand Lodge, 
and the old charges, Constitutions, ete., of the Order. 

The regulations of' Subordinate Lodges, 110 far as they can 
be prudently committed to writing, are found in the By-Laws, 
which are usually printed and published for general distri
bution. 

RELIEF. 
(See Charity, etc.) 

This is one of the three principal tencts of Masonry, and 
beautifully illustrated in the history of every true 1\lason. 
The measure of relief to be bestowed is, "the necessity of the 
applicant and the ability of the giver." 

RELIGION. 
(See Chaplain; BJRBl'hemy; Discipline i Scriptures.) 

The meeting of a Masonic Lodge is Htrietly a religious cer
emony. The religious tenets of Masonry are few, simplo, but 
fundamental. The candidate must profess a belief in Deity 
before initiation. The intimate and continued use of the 
Holy Scriptures, which arc described in the lectures of the 
Apprentice, as " the rule of faith," "the inestimable gift of 
God to man," "the vertex of the circle," etc., demands faith 
in their Divine authenticity. Reverence to the name of De
ity is taught in the lecture to the Fellow-craft, by the most 
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impressive ceremonial, and the Apprentice is charged never 
to utter that name " but with that reverence due from the crea
ture to the Creator." 

No Lodge or Masonic assembly can be regularly opened or 
closed without prayer. Thc Holy Scriptures is an essential 
part of the furniture of the Lodge, without which no work 
can be done or instruction imparted. A copy of the &·rip
tures is symbolically held between or under a Mason's hands 
at all timc!.'. 

Blasphemy ranks among the most heinous offenses in the 
disciplinary code of Freemasonry. While in itself inexcu
sable, bein~ performed without temptation, profit or pleasure, 
it strikes direct.ly at the root of all religion, and is fatal to all. 

So broad is the religion of Masonry, and so carefully are 
all sectarian tenets excluded from the system, that the Christ
ian, the Jew, and the llohammedan, in all their numberless 
sects and divisions, may and do harmoniously combine in its 
moral and intellectual work with the Buddhist, the Parsee, 
the Confucian, and the worshiper of Deity under every form. 
The ten commandments, or their equivalent, embrace the ¢at 
of the Masonic religion, and whatever system of faith con
tains them, without any thing that contravenes them, accords 
with the Masonic. 

The dedication of Lodges in a large part of the Masonic 
world, is to the Saints John, not in their Christian so much 
as in their :Masonic and moral character i in another large 
part, Lodges are dedicated to King Solomon, not in honor to 
his Jewish fame, but as the great founder of symbolical 
Masonry. 

Prayers in Masonic Lodges should be of a general chanc
ter, containing nothing offensive to any class of conscientious 
Brethren. In theory, the whole world of lIasons is supposed 
to be present at every meeting of every Lodge, and the in
struction, moral and religious, should be directed accord
ingly. 

Pasf!lages of Scripture are read, or paraphrases sung during 
the conferring of the several degrees. The selections usually 
made (although tbis matter is in the province of tbe Master), 
nre, for tbe first degree, Psalm 133d j for the second, a por
tion of Amos, 7th chapter i for the third, a portion of Eccle
siastes, 12th chapter, and ~xtraets from the Book of Job. 
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Forms of prayers are inscrted in many of the handbooks, 
designed for the convenience of the Master. One foundcd 
upon passages in the Book of Job, and used in the ceremony 
of Raising, is peculiarly sublime. Another, prepared for the 
ceremony of Initiation, is highly appropriate. Others framed 
for funeral purposes, etc., may be found useful. 

REPRIMAND. 

(See also DiscipliDe, etc.) 
The third and lowest grade of punishment known to l!'ree

masonry. It is inflicted after fair trial (see Discipline), by 
the Alaster in open Lodge. An appeal from the sentence of 
the Lodge will not release the accused from the penalty of 
reprimand, and should he refuse to appear and receive it, he 
must be expelled for contumacy, one of the highest offenses 
in the Masonic code. 

RITUALS. 
The ritual of esoteric Masonry in common use in the United 

States is that which was arranged by Thomas Smith Webb, 
(deceased July, 1819), from the formulas of Wm: Preston. 
1t embraces, in the Blue Lodge degrees, a lecture for each. 
That of the ApPRENTICE is in three I1ection., the fir.t rehears
ing the ceremonies of initiation j the 8econd being rationally 
explanatory of the first; the third affording a description of 
the Lodge and its appendagcs and the principles and duties 
of Masons. That of the FELLOW CRAFT is in two sections. 
That ot" the Master Mason is likewise in two. The whole is 
given in 301 paragraphs or responses. 

The language of the Webb Ritual is old and quaint, but 
exceedingly well chosen and beautiful. The various attempts 
to amend it have proved like" the putting of new cloth upon 
an old garment" whereby both arc marred. The results of 
this tinkering have been confusion in the work, discourage
ment to learners, difficulty in recognizing and being recogni
zed, and encouragement to mercenary illiterate men who have 
fattened upon the Fraternity. Every well-meaning Brother 
should set him!lelt' resolutely to the task of casting aside all local 
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rituals as worse than u~eICl;g and returning to that of ". ebb, 
wbile yet it may be had in pri!!tine beauty lind perfettion. 

The ritual of Penn!'ylvllnia differs essentiully from that of 
Webb. The ritual of' muny of the Canadian LodJ!cs is tbe 
arrangement of Dr. Hennin~ and otller8. adopted in 1813, by 
the V nited Grand Lod~e of England j it differs seriously from 
tbat of Preston and Webb. 

A knowledge of the ritual of l\Jasonry can only be acquired 
orally, no written cxpositiun being made or allowed. Sym
bols, eml.lcms and aids to the memory are however per
mitted in the cautious furm invented by the old lecturers, and 
transmitted to the present day. An intelligent UFe of l\Iasonie 
emblems alone will develop almost every e~oterie lesson and 
tradition in 1\Iasonry. (Sec symbols). The monitors, man
uals, etc., are arranged mnemonically, and aflord to the expert 
l\Iason a great belp in imparting instruction. 

No 1\Iason can with propriety apply to the door of a Lodge 
as a visitor, befol'e acquainting himself with the wbole or a 
considerable portinn of the esoteric ritual of Masonry, as this 
embraces all the means of recognition and is the acknowl
edged passport of the Order wherever Masonry is practiced. 
A slight variation in langull~e ought not to subject the "isitor 
to dismission. The examining committee SllOUld let him pro
ceed and when his proof is ended) judge of his examination 
as a wlwle. 

RVLES. 
(See Dy-Laws; Constitutions; Edicts.) 

The ruleg of Lod~es, whet1lCr Grand or Subordinate, so far 
as they can be committed to writin::r arc usually found in the 
By-Laws of Suburdinates, and in the printed procecdings of 
Grand Lodges respectiycly. 

No rule promulgated by a Masonic Lodge is obli~ntory 
upon the members unless it accords with the Constitulion of 
the Grand Lod~e and the Ancient Charges and Constitutions 
of the Fraternity. 
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SCRIPTURES. 
(See Cbaplain; Religion.) 
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Certain passages of Scripture are read or paraphrases 
!lung during the ceremony of initiating, passing and raising. 
Thuse for initiation are t.he 133d Psalm. For passing, a por
tion of the 7th Chapter of Amos; for raisin:r, a portion of the 
12th Chapter of Ecclesiastes and passage!! from the Book of 
Job. Selections at the ui15cretion of the Master may be used 
at cpenin~ and closing of the Lodge, and at the public and 
private dcmonstrations of the Ordcr. The S:lcred Record is 
so richly fillcd with appropriate gems for the moral and reli
gious wvrk of )Iasonry that the only embarrassment is that 
of selection. l\Iottoes from Scripture should adorn the walls 
of the Lod~e on every side. 

The following from the private manuscripts of Thomas 
Smith Webb, is /I list of those quotations peculiarly suited to 
Masonic uses and has never before been published: 

Gene8is.-i: 1-3; ii: 7, 9; iii: 7,22; iv: 22; xv: 17; xvii: 
1; xviii: 19; xxviii: 3,12; xxix: 11; xxxviii: 29,30 ; 
xlviii: 3,4; xlix: 10,28. 

ExoduB.-ii: 16, 18; iii: 1, 6, 14; iv: 1-9; vi: 2, 3; 
vii: 19,20; xii: 6; xiv: 14-25; xv: 21; xviii: 5; 
xix: fI-21; xx: 1~26; xxiv: 12-18; xxviii: 1, 
43; xxix: 5, 9; xxx: 1,23, 38; xxxi: 1.11; xxxiii: 
9, 12; xxxv: 15, 23, 27, 38; xxxix: 1, 9, 14-43; 
xl: 14, 15, 35-38. 

LeviliclIs.-vi: 10; viii: 7-10; x: 11,16,24; xix, 12,13, 
17; xxiii: 42, 43. 

NUn/bas.-iii: 6-10; iv: 6; ,i: 23,24; ,iii: 7-9; x: 2; 
xi: Ii, 25, 28; xii: 10; xx\'ii: 18. 23; xxix: 1. 

Dcutcroll()n1.'1.-i: 30; iii: 28,.29; iv: 9-12,36,39; v: 5; 
xxiii: 3, 23; xxii: 9, 14, 15; xxvii: 4-6; xxviii: 22, 
23; xxx: 4; xxxi: 6, 8; xxxiii: 8-10, 15,16; xxxiv: 
G, 9; xii: 5. 

Josllua.-i: 5, 9; ii: 11, 12; iii: 18-24; v: 13, 15; ix: 
20, 27; xxiv: 25-27 . 

• llldgrs.-v: 4,5,23; "i: 24; xii: 5,6; xxyiii: 18. 
lst. Sanilld.-vi: 18, 19; x: 5, 10; xvi: 11, 13, 18. 
2d Sumllel.-vii: 1-7, 9, 29; xii: 24. 
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ht Kings.-ii: 4; iii: 11-13; iv: 1-12, 36; vi: 1-22; viii; 
1, 13, 14; ix: 1-13,27,28; xix: 8. 

2d Kings.-xiv: 13,14; xxi: 12, 13; xxiii: 2·1:,25; xxiv: 
13-15; xxv; 8-10, 17. 

ht CAroll.-iii: 17, 19; iv: 14; vi: 13, 22; "iii: 12; 
ix: 11-44; xii: 18; xvi: 4-7; xxiii: 1-32; xxiv: 
8, 9, 14; xxvi: 20-32. 

2d Chron.-i: 1-17; ji: 1-18; iii: 1-17; iv: 1-22; v: 1-
14; vi: 1-19; xxiii: 1,15; xxiv: 1,26; xxvi: 9,10, 
16, 19; xxvii: 1-4; xxix: 1-5; xxxiii: 4, 5, 11-13; 
xxxiv: 12. 

Ezra.-i: 1-11; ii: 26-70; iii: 1-13; iv: 1-24; v: 1-17; 
vi: 1-28; vii: 1-28; viii: 1-36. 

Esther.-i: 14; ix: 19, 22. 
Job.-xx: 6; xxxiii: 25. 
Nehemiah.-i: 1-11 j ii: 1-20; iii: 1-30; iv: 1-23; v: 1-

19 j vii: 1-70; viii: 1-18; xi: 1-36; xii: 1-47; 
xiii: 1-73. 

Psalma.-xxx; lxxiv: 9; lxxvii: 20; lxxviii: 4-6; lxxxvi: 
8, 10; c: 4; cxviii: 22; cxxxii: 12; cxxxv: 13; 
cxxxix: 7,8; lxix: 27,28. 

RUfh.-ii: 11,12,19; iv: 7-17. 
Ecck6iasfa.-x: 6. 
&ng of &lonwn.-iii: 7-11 j iv: 12-16; v: 12-16. 
Lanumfafi01l3.-ii: 7-10; iv: 20. 
Isaiah.-i: 17; ii: 2,3; iv: 1-9; vii: 14; viii, ix: 61; xi: 

1-3,9-12; xii: ]-6; xvi: 5; xix: 12; xxi: 8,9: 
xxviii: 16,17 j xxix: 8-10; xxxiv: 11-14; xli: 1-
10 j xlv: 11-]3, 21 j xlvii: 12,13 i. liii: 1-12; Iv: 
10,11 ; --10, 14; lxiii: 9-19; lxvi: 1, 2, 5, 6. 

Jereml'al,,-i: 6-9; ii: 6; x: 6-9; xx: 11-13; xxiii: 5, 6, 
24; xxxi: 12,40; xxxii: 17,21; xxxiii: 6,7,14-17 j 
xlix: 16,19, 30, 39; Ii: 53; Iii: 20-24. 

Ezekiel.-xix: 11; xxvi: 12-16; xliv: 1-19. 
Daniel.-iv: 8; ix: 15, 22-27; x: 4,5; xii: 1-10. 
Obadiah.-i: 17-19. 
Juel.-i: 13-16; ii: 1-3, 15-18, 20,21. 
Nalutm.-i: 15. 
Zl'pl&aniall.-i: 10; ii: 13,14 j iii: 2-4, 
IIosca.-xii: 6-9; xiii: 4-9; xiv: 1. 
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Amos.-vii: 7,8; viii: 1-3; ix: 2,3. 
~Vicah.-i: 1-4; ii: 7,12,13; iii: 10, 1Z; iv: 1,2,7,8; v: 

2-5,7. 
Haballkuk.-ii: 20; iii: 2-4. 
Zachariah.-i: 13-21; ii: 1-13; iii: 1-10 j iv: 9, 10, 14 j 

vi: 9-15; viii: 1-12; ix: 9; xiv: 11, 1Z, 20, 21. 
Malachi.-ii: 11, 12 i iii: 1-6 i iv: 4. . 
he Eadras.-i: 1-5; ii: 1-30; iv: 42-63; v: 39-73; vi: 

1-36; vii: 1-15; viii: 1-64. 
Tobit.-i: 3,4; iv: 13, 14; v: 1-16. 
2d Ldras.-i: 38-40; ii: 38-40; vii: 36-38; viii: 52; x: 

19-22; ltiv: 1-9, 45-48. 
J/Iflilh . .:..-i: 1-4; viii: 24, 25; x: 20-22. 
lVisdom.-ix: 7-9; x: 4; xi: 14. 

Ecclesiaste •. -iv: 9, 10-16; v: 1-22. 
Baruch.-i: 1-8 iii: 34,35; ii: 23,24; iv: 14-16,36-37; 

v: 5. 
ht ~lfflccabe .... -vi: 62; vii: 33-38; xxiv: 25-29. 
2d Maccabees.-ii: 8; x: 1-3 . 
.Nattkew.-i: 22, 23; iv: 2; v: 33-37; x: 26, 27; xi: 15; 

xiii: 9-13; xv: 14; xvi: 17-19; xviii: 15-20; xxi: 
24, 42; xxii: 32; xxiii: 16-32; xxiv: 27; xxvii: 
45-51. . 

Mark.-iv: 11,12,22; xii: 26, 27; xv: 37,38. 
Luke.-i: 17, 32,33; viii: 10; xii: 2,3; xvii: 3,4; xx: 

36, 37; xxiii: 44, 45; xxiv: 27. 
John.-i: 1-45 j v: 1, 2; xii: 38-41; xvii: 8-12; xxi: 

1,2. 
Act..-iv: 11; vii: 30-33, 48, 49; xvii: 24, 25; xx: 28; 

xxviii: 26, 27. 
Roman •. -ix: 31-33; x: 3; xi: 6-8 j xv: 7-9. 
lst Corinthian •. -i: 30, 31; ii: 10, 17, to the end; iii: 9-17; 

v: 2-12; ix: 15. 
2d CorintMan •. -i: 20; iii: 7; iv: 6; v: 1; vi: 10-15; 

viii: 22, 23. 
Galatians.-iv: 23-27 j v: 13; vi: 1-6. 
E/Jhe.8iallB.-i: 6-10; ii: 8-10, 21, 22; v: 11. 
Philippialls.-iii: 3-7. 
Colos.,ialls.-iv: 3-5. 
lst Tlle.8Ilulonians.-iv: 9, 10. 
2dThessalvllians.-iii: 5-10; v: 20-22. 
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hi Timot/ty.-iii: 5-10 j v: 20-22. 
2(~ '1';m(~I"!I.-:-ii: 4-6. 
TtluS.-I: 10. 
PltilffllOll.-i: 13-16. 
lIcbrews.-iii: 1-6; iv: 14-16; vi: 19,20; vii: 20,21; VIII: 

1-6 j ix: 1-6, 11 ; xi: 16 j xii: 18-26 j xiii: 6-8. 
lst Pl"Icr.-i: 19; ii: 4-9. 
2tl Pda.-i: 10,11; ii: 10,11. 
Rcvdutit}/ls.-i: 4,5,8,12 j ii: 7,11,17,29; iii: 1,6,7, 12 j 

iv: 5, 8; v: 6, 9; xi: 10, 17 j xii: 7 j xiii: 9, 22 j 
xiv: 18; xviii: 2 j xix: 12 j xx: 14 ; xxi: 2, 6, 8, 
10 ; xxii: 13, 14. 

Levitl"clls.-x\·iii: 72. 
Exodlls.-iii: 5. 

S"~AL. 

The official Seal of the rJodge should contain its name, date 
of organization, and some Masonic device. No Lodge docu
ment possesses any authority without a Seal j if taken into 
consideration by another Lodge, it can only be from an ex
aggerated sense of Masonic courtesy. 

SECRET-BREAKING. 
(See Discipline.) 

SECRETARY. 
(See Officers i Archives, etc.) 

The offict of Secretary is one of the most important in the 
~Iasonic system. He is the historian of the Order; what the 
Lodge du('s is nothing unless recorded. The Seeretnry perpet
uates the proceedings of' the Craft. In the finaneials of the 
Lodge, he bears an equally important part; what is due the 
Lodge is nothing unless collected; the Secretary is the col
lector. The Lodge that has secured a :.rood Secretary, and 
retains him a term of yearR in omre, until he is familiar with 
its finances and history, gains in every relnt.illn, whether to t.he 
community, the Grand Lodge, or the Craft universal. 

The specific duties of the Secretary involve much labor in 
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the intermissions, such as the collection of dues, taking evi
dencp in trials, managing the cOJre'pondeuce, etc. It is there
fore proper that he should have a pecuniary compensation for 
his 3ervices, and this ranges in the various },odges through the 
country, from six dollars per annum to sixty. But for the 
mere labor of keeping the minutes of stated meetings, no com
pensation ought to be allowcd him. 

The archives of the Lodge are in the keeping of the Secre
tary. He needs, therefore, a sccure cabinet or chest. He is, 
ex-officio, its Librarian. 

The following is a convenient form for a :Minute Book: 

Elephantus Lodge, No. 65, Valley For~e, Ky., met at the 
Masonic 1Iall, in Stated Communication, January 16, 1854, at 
7 P. 1\1. The Lodge was opened in the THIRD DEGREE of 
:Masonry. 

COllIMENT.-1 If the meeting is not a stated one, say in the 
caption, "At a callecl Communication," etc., and specify the 
purpose of the call. If for a funeral celebration, it should 
read, "Called by the order of the Worshipful Master, for the 
purpose of paying the last tokens of respect to the memory of 
our deceased Brother, Charles Wellen," etc. The Master of 
the Lodge has the unrestricted pri\'ilege of calling his Lodge, 
at any time, when there shall appear to him an emergent OCCR

sion, but the purpose of' the meeting must be stated in the 
summons and in the capt.ion of the millutes, and 110 bu~iness 
must be done at eaid meeting, save that which was specified in 
thc same. 2. Leave a line blank between each entry all 
through the rec~ord. 

Officers prese/lt. A--B--, W. 1\'1. i C--D--, S. W. ; 
E-- F--, J. W.; G-- H--, Tr. j I--J--, Sec'y; 
K-- L--, S. D.; M-- N--, J. D.; 0-- P--, 
S. and T. 

COMMEST.-l. Underscore the words THIRD DEGREE, or 
whatever degrec you are opening in. so as to be ablc to find 
those words easily in looking over your records at some future 
time. 2. Leave a margin on the inner side of euch pRge in 
the record, of about an inch and a half, in which insert, in 
brief words, index notes or synopses of paragraphs, on the plan 
of Law Books, which see. This greatJy facilitates the after 
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examination of a record, and more than doubles its value. 
3. If any regular officer is absent, write the letters P. T. (pro 
tempore), in capital letters, after the name of the temporary 
appoint(8e. 4. If your Lodge hus a Steward, independeotly 
ot' the Tyler, add his name to the list of officers-so of the 
M8.IIter of Ceremonies, Chaplain, Organist, Architect, Orator, 
etc., if there are any. 5. Always write the Treasurer's name 
before the Secretary's. He is installed first, ranked first in 
all proeessioos, and occupies a higher station relative to the 
East. 

Membera. Q-- R--, S-- T--, U-- V--, 
W-X-,Y-Z. 

ri~ilorB.-Jno. Smith, of Hover Lodge, No. 72, Hover, la. i 
William Jones, of Carlotte Lodge, No. 24:0, Carlotte, Ky. i 
Alex. Brown, of Morgan Lodge, No. 117, Elkton, Tenn. i 
Vhas. Lott, late of Lott Lodge, No. 35, !verton, Ky. 

COMMENT.-l. In recording names of members present, 
commence with the (MasonicalIy) oldest, and oome down to 
the (Masonically) youngest. 2. In recotding names of visit
ing brethren, require them to pencil their addresses (name and 
locality of Lodge, etc., etc.) and hand to you in writing. If 
non-affiliating (demitted) they will name the Lodge to which 
they were last attaohed, and you will append the word" late " 
to their names, as in the form above. As brethren enter, 
after the Lodge is open, enter their names. 3. Many Lodges 
have a " Visitor's Book," in the Tyler's room, in which all these 
things are entered. In this case the Secretary need not notice 
them. In these little duties the Secretary may have the aid 
of the Tyler, or some other Brother, if he desires it. 

The minutes of the last stated and the intermediate oalled 
meetings were read, approved by the Lodge, and silned by the 
W.1\1. 

COMMBNT. 1. This is the first business of every stated 
meeting; required, usually, in the code of By-Laws, and essen
tial to the good management of the affairs of the Lodge. No 
vote to dispense with this reading can be allowed. 2. The 
minutes must be amended, if erroneous, and then adopted, by 
majority vote, of members present. 3. They must be signed 
IlS well by the W. M. as by the Secretary. The Constitution 
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of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, based upon the Constitu
tion of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, positively requires that 
the W. M. should sign the proccedings before they can be con
sidered valid. 4. If the meeting is a called one, it is not 
necessary to read the minutes of the last. 

The unfinished business of the last stated Communication 
was called up. The Lecture on the Third Degree, postponed 
at t.he raising of Brother Benjamin Lam, at the last stated 
Communication, was given in public by the W. 1\1. 

COllllENT.-l. There are various forms of "Order of Busi
ness" in use. The following is convenient: Unfinul.ed BUlli
fleas, Report. of Committee., Ballotin9, Recept1'on of Petition8, 
Motions, Work. But the "Order of Business" may always 
be suspended by vote of the Lodge, and any portion omitted, 
renewed, etc., at pleasure. There is none of the sacredness 
about it that hangs around the By-Laws. 2. If the Secretary 
has been active, he has already made out and laid a slip upon 
the ~Iaster's pedestal, which contains a synopsis of all the un
finished business, from the records, with names of Committees, 
etc. This facilitates work in a remarkable degree. 

The Committee on t.he petition of Bro. Leonard Harris, for 
membership in this Lodge, reported favorable to the prayer of 
the petition. 

RelOlved, That the Report be received and the Committee 
discharged. 

The Committee on the petition of John Jackson, for initia
tion, reported unfavorably to the prayer of the petition. 

RelOlved, That the Report be received and the Committee 
discharged. 

The Committee on the Treasurer's account, for the preceding 
term, reported said account correct . 

Re.olved, That the Rcport be received and the Committee 
dischar!!8d. 

The Committee on the petition of Ebenezer Swift, for initia
tion, asked further time to make their Report. 

Resolved, That one month further time be granted said Com
mittee 8S requested. 

The Committee on the account of Messrs. Landrum & Beers 
reported themselves as unable to agree as to its correetness, 
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and asked t~ be discharged from furth-er considcration of the 
same. 

Resolved, That I!aid Committee be discharged. 
R':IIQ(vecl, That Bros. Lovell, Vineyard, and Carricks, be a 

Committee on the account of ~Iessrs. Landrum & Beers. 

COlUIENT.-l. It is better to have all Committees report in 
writing; but this is a matter of local regulation, and the Sec
retary can not control it. 2. Every Committee must make a 
report, either complete or partial, at the time appointed. Any 
one or more of the Committee, the rest being absent, may le
gally offer the report in the name of the whole. 3. Reports 
should be as short and concise as poasible. 4. 'Writtcn reports 
must be labclcd, filcd, and prescrvcd by the Secretary, among 
the archives of the' Lodge. 

The ballot was spread on the petition of Bro. Leonard Har
ris for membership in this Lodge, and he was declared duly 
elected. 

The ballot was spread on the petition of John Jackson for 
initiation, and he was declared duly rejected. 

COM)IE~T.-Wben the Master has inspected the ballot, he 
announces the result to the Lodge, and afterward to the Secre
tary, with a special order t(l him to make a record of it. V ntil 
this is done the Secretary should not enter it upon paper. 

The petition of Constant Lane, for initiation, was read. 
RI'B'lived, That said petition be received and referred to the 

usual Committee. 
Bros. Hope, Anderson, and Bentley, were appointed said 

Committee. 
The petition of Bro. Seaver Owens, a lIthster Mason, late a 

member of Clarksville LodlXP., No. 94, Missouri, for nlember
ship in this Lodge, was read. 

R~soicul, That said petition be received and referred to the 
usual Committee. 

Bl'o~. Oglethorpe, Tindall, and Orr, were Ilppointed said 
COlD 1111 ttcc. . 

CO~D1ENT.-1. The tcrm" Usual Committee," refers to an 
injun('tio~l ~II tllO By-Law!:', which rcquires, or ought to require, 
every petitIOn, upon reeeptioll, to be rcferred to a Committee 
of three, Irho ha,'e a mouth to cxamine and rcport upon it. 
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2. Unless the money accompanies the petition, the Secretary 
should not present it to the Lodge: 3. Petitions should be 
read in the order they are handed to the Secretary. 4. No 
Lodge is obliged to receive a petition; and when one is offered 
that is highly objectionable (as from a person whose character 
is notoriously bad), it may be laid on the table or directly re
fused, in which case it should be returned, with the accompa
nying fee, to the petitioner. 6. Money received by the Secre
tary, as a dep08iting fee, should not be paid over to the Treas
urer until after the candidate is initiated. 

Motions on general topics of Masonry were then called up. 
Resolved, That an appropriation of three dollars be made 

to the widow of our deceased Brother, Andrew Bell. 
Ruolved, That this Lodge will have its next installation a 

public one. 
Ruolved, That the Worshipful Master be requested to ap

point a Committee to inquire into the out-standing difficulty 
between Brother Akers, of this Lodge, and a Brother of Troy 
Lodge, No. 63. 

The Worshipful l\laster appointed Bros. Burk, Marks, and 
Leonard, said Committee. 

COMMENT.-l. Any motion for the good of Masonry is in 
order at this stage of the proceedings. Each must be in wri
ting, if required by the By-Laws, be seconded, and read either 
by the Master or Secrelary. When the Master puts a question, 
he rises to his feet, all others being seated, declares the tenor 
of the question, and calls for an expression from the Lodge. 
The best mode of voting is by raising the hand-but taking the 
ayes and noes, t'iva voce, is most common in the West. 2. All 
who do not vote are counted in the affirmative. 3. The Mas
ter has only thc casting vote, except when voting is done by 
ballot. This is general usage, though if the Master insists 
upon his vote, we know of no law that would deprive him of 
it. 4. The l\Iaster should not put a motion contrary to the 
By-Laws, to the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, or the body 
of ~lasonry. He must remember his pledge at installation: 
" It is not in the powcr of any man, or body of men, to make 
innovations in the body of Masonry." 5. Any motion may 
be re-considered after it has been passed, and theu withdrawn, 
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in which catle a corresponding entry must be made on the Rec
ord. 6. As a general rule', motions that are voted down need 
not be noticed on th~ Record. This does not apply to rejections 
by ballot, which must be noted and reported to the Grand 
Lodge. 

The Lodge of 1\Iaster Masons was then called from labor to 
refreshment. 

A Lod~e of Entered Apprentices was opened for the dis
patch of business. 

Simon P. Garrard was introdured and initiated in due and 
ancient form; the Worshipful Master delivered the lecture in 
full. 

COllllfENT.-l. This latter dause is important. It is the 
Master's duty to give this lecture; and should he fail to do it 
at the meeting in which the degree was conferred, the omis
sion should be entered on record, so that it can come up as 
"uufinished business" at a subsequent meeting. 

Brother Constant White, on his application for the Fellow
craft's Degree, was examined as to llis proficiency in the De
gree of Entered Apprentice .. 

CO)I)IENT.-l. Every member of the Order is styled Broflvr 
in the Minutes. 2. This examination ollght to go through the 
three sections of the lecture-it must .qo as fur as the usage of 
the Lodge, or the edict of the Grand Lodge may require. 

The Lodge of Entered Apprentices was called fl'om labor to 
refreshment. 

COMMENT.-l. The Lodge may be called off, as • ere indica
ted, or closed, just as the Master prefers. 2. No motion to 
close or call off is legal-when the work is done, or the hour 
arrives for closing, the Lodge is released. 

The Lodge of Master Masons was called from refreshment 
to labor. 

A Lodge of Fellow-crafts was opened for the dispatch of 
business. 

Brother Constant White was introduced and passed in due 
and ancient form j the lecture on the Degree was postponed 
until the nex.t stated meeting. 
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The of Felloc,y zzmf?zz was ea kZl from labor 
ment. 

The Louge of )Iaster Masons was called from 
to labor. 

refreshment 

Receipts of the meeting as folJows: 
Brother Jones, 

" Farwell, 
" ff? It i te, fee kZ};':'foe, 
" S. P. (Jarrard, fcc for ]~. A. P. Degree, 

Thizz paid to f?reasurer his 

50 
00 
00 

1000 

$1650 

C()~nK c~l. not be nZTcJzked in th" fcken;ta-
ry's hands dSf?ond the of c1osin~ sufficient 
for a charl?e for unmasonic conduct lIgainst the Secretary if he 
docs it. 2. The receipts should be entered as well in the 
Uecord as in the Dues Book of the Lodge. 

The of the the 
No of Master 

togcth,;e the two were clOSiJzR 
I'. )1., in form, peace and harmony prevailing. 

l\I. )1. NORYELl" W. 1\1. 
V. 'VILJ.lAMSO:", Sec·y. 

CO~nRGGOc 1. The of clo!'inzRc, well as of 
811Oul<1 he Aecorui¥J;S tbe ancicnt 8;sst¥Jm, 
these ,]Jere yernal to outumnal ;']qtlttlOX, 

between the hours of seven and ten; and from the autumnal 
to the "ernal, six to nine." 

SIGNS. 

SLANDER. 

(See D'sciplim'.) 
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SOLICITATION. 
(See Discipline.) 

No solicitation to an outsider to become a Mason is lawful. 
Such an act is a breach of ~Iasonic discipline. The appli
cant must declare in the ante-room before he can be initiated, 
that "he is unbiased by friends, and freely and voluntarily 
offers himself." 

But it is proper and commendable to solicit a non-affiliating 
1\[ason to return to the Order and take an active, honored and 
profitable part in the institution whose covenants he is com
pellod all his life to bear. 

STEWARDS. 
(See 0 meers.) 

In Lodges whose membership is large and whose trestle
boarll is rich with numerous and weighty desi~ns, the duties 
of providing refreshments, preparing the candidates, cleans
ing tho hall, furnishing fuel and lights, ote., which in general 
devolve upon thc Tyler, are placed in the charge of two offi
cers appointed by tho J unior Warden, styled Stewards. 

SUMMONSES. 
(Sce also Signs, etc.) 

AU summonses whether of a ~eneral or special character 
ordered by the Lodge, must bo certified under the hand and seal 
(if any) of the Secretary, and sorved by the Tyler or some other 
person lelected for the purpose. Their tone must be peremp
tory. They must distinctly state the time and purpose of 
their issuance. Failure to obey a regular summons IS a heinous 
offense in Masonry. (See Contumacy). 

SUSPENSIONS. 
(Sec also Disciplinc, ('te.) 

The second gradc of punishment known to Frccmasonry. 
It is always dPjillitc, that is for a stated period, and should be 
inflicted only after faithful counsel and rebuke. Tho limit 
of suspension as defined by general usage, is one year. 

Use is of len made of this grade of punishUient to cocr('e 
the payment of Lodge dues. In such cases; after fait trilll, 
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as stated under tbe head of "Discipline" the accused may be 
suspended until be pays the debt. In such case the power of 
restoration is in his own hands. It is not lawful to expel for 
non-payment of dues, nor is there such a punishmen' known 
to Masonry as indefinite ,u$penaion. 

The Lod~e which suspends has it always in its power to 
restore. The proposal must be made at a stated meeting, lie 
-()vcr at least one month and receive a unanimous vote upon 
adoption. The Grand Lodge in no case can restore a sus
pended Brother to membership. 

The suspension of a Brother while it deprives llim of every 
privilege with which his 1\lasonie attachments endowed him, 
leaves him bound by every part and point of his Masonic cov
enant. The tie of Masons is perpetual. 

SYMBOLS. 

Those deviccs which are of universal applieation in Masonry, 
ancient in date and expressive of the secret doctrines and 
ceremonies of 1\lasonry, are styled symbols or emblems. Every 
part of the arcana may be and bas been taught in this man
ner. 

TITLES. 

But one title is common to 1\lasons, viz.: "Brother." A 
more formal epithct is applicd to the Master of the Lodge, 
who is styled "Worshipful." The officers of the Grand 
Lodge are styled" )108t Worshipful," "Right Worshipful," 
and " Worshipful .. according to their grade. 

TRAVEL. 
(See also, Charter; ny-Laws; Warrant, etc.) 

A Alaster 1\Iason on his travels, bas a right to visit every 
regular Lodge in his way. It is indeed both a privilc~e and a 
duty for him to do so j for there is no othcr mcthod of' acqui
ring csoteric knowlcdgc 011 a lar~c scale but tru\·cl. Every 
well-regulated Lodge will have a t;eat and a welcollle for him j 

ovory iatclligent Brother a h:l.Dd and words of' greeting. 

Digitized by Google 



374 MASONIC LAW Al'iD t:SAGE. 

To secure this greeting and this welcome, the traveling 
Brother must have "the pass of Kill~ Solomon." lIe llIut<t 
be at least in outward semblance mentally. morally and pllYs
ieally perfect (See J/attl'ials). If his limbs are mutilated. or 
his senses deficient, 80 tllal lie can Ilut give and rcceil'e all lite 
Mas(;nic means of r('('()gnition ill t!ttl ullci,-nt Jl/allOllic maRl/cr. he 
is physicall!J imperfect, and can not visit the Lodge. because 
he has not" the pass of Kin~ ~olomon," If he is in the 
violation of any moral law of Masonry. intoxicated, blasphe
mous, violent, etc., he is nwrall!J imperfcct, and can not "isit 
the Lodge, because he hus not" the pass of I(ing Solomon." 
If be is unable, from original ignorance or forgetfulne!!S, to 
explain to the satisfaction of his examiners all the ceremonial 
of Blue Lodge Masonry, together with the rational intention 
of the same, and do it all ill'],'" prcub'(/I' IJlIras(,(,lo!1!1 (~f }flrk 
lIfasoR'I'!/. he is me1ltall!J imperfect, nnd can not yisit the I.od~c, 
because he has not" the pass of Kin~ Solomon." An ex
ception may be made to the latter clause j the "isiting Brother 
being a foreigner, or hln'ing received his degrees under an
other form of ritual, would receive allowance on the score of 
phraseology, but nothing else. 

The traveHn!! Brother, havin~ first perfectly assured him
self of the legitimacy of the Lodge he proposes to visit (sec 
O!tarter), is made to undergo an examination, whose length 
and rigor arc usually proportioned to the ~Insonie att.'linments 
of the examiners. Their report bein~ made to tlle J.odl!e, 
and being favorably received, the Master gh'es order for him 
to enter, directing the Senior Deacon to give him the welcome 
of the Lodge. 

At once he is made at ease. If a 1\Iason, famed for nt
tainments or for ~Iasonic rank nt home, honors proportioned 
to his dues arc tcndered him. If of peculiar intelli)!cnee, lIe 
is asked to address his brethren upon conl!cnial themes. He 
shares in the work that may chance to be in progress, and in 
the after refrcshment!!, if any. lIis name is entcred upon the 
books as a "isitor, and a welcome assured llim at future "isits. 
I n all thiR lie has realized one of the highesL enjoyments 
growing out of the l\IlIsonic I nstitulion. 

A Lodge refusing to examine a "isiting Brotller, is liable 
to dh'cipline from the Grund Lodge. But if Lusiness (Jf a del
icate character is in progreEs, as a trial, an election, (te.; (r 
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if the attendance is too scanty to spare members upon an ex
amining committee, an excuse to that effect may be made to the 
applicant, and thus the Lodge acquitted of discourtesy. 

Visitors should be at the Lodge a half-hour or more before 
the time of opening, that the examination may be completcd 
in season so as not to interfere with the Lod/!c business. 

A traveling Brother should carry with llim a copy of the 
:By-Laws of the Lodge of which he is a member, and, if con
venient, a diploma or rertificate of good standing and recom
mendation from the same. These he may exhibit to the 
examining committee. (See Diploma.) A non-affiliating 
1\la80n can not travel with credit to himself. He may visit 
each Lodge once or twice, but only on the theory that he is 
selecting from the various IJodges the one with which he de
sires to affiliate. Non-affiliating Masons receive but scant 
courtesy at the doors of intelligent Lodges. Entered Ap
prentices and Fellow-crafts can not travel as Masons. 

TREASURER. 
( See Officers.) 

The office of Treasurer demands a person of marked integ
rity. In many Lodges. bonds with security are required of 
the Treasurer for the faithful performance of duty. 

TREASURY. 
(See Funds; Treasurer, etc.) 

TRESTLE BOARD. 

Every Lodge should at all times have designs of charity, 
piety, morality, science, and self-discipline upon its trestle
board. A Lodge out o/work is a IJodge in great peril. 
While the world lasts, tllere will be distressed objects to re
lieve, the ignorant to instruct, the erring to advise, and the 
unrepentant to punish. The Divine •• trestle·bonrd," upon 
whieh Deity has drawn his designs, will ever furnish a Lodge 
with infinite variety of subjects. 
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TRIALS. 

(See Discipline.) 

The rule for trials, giveu under the caption of By-Laws, is 
the best ever prepared for geueral U80. 

All trials for breach of Masonic discipline may conveniently 
be arranged thus: 

Queation 1. What offenses demand Masonic discipline? 
Q. 2. Who should bring charges? 
Q. 3. What form should the charges assume? 
Q. 4. How and by whom should evidence be taken? How 

should evidence be substantiated? 
Q. 5. Who should conduct the trial, and prosecute the 

case before the J.odge? 
Q. 6. What penalty should be inflicted? 

TYLER. 
(See Officers.) 

The duties of Tyler are usually blended with those of Stew
ard. To him is entrusted the .feuri,!! of the Lodge. His 
place is beyond the joor, and none of the labor of the Lodge, 
its arguments, its votes, its pleasant recitals, come to his ears. 
He hus no part in what passes within the Lodge. 

Should any difficulty arise in finding a Brother willing 
thus to forego the privileges and pleasures which other breth
ren enjoy, a Tyler may be made of a non-affiliating ~Iason, 
or of a member of some contiguous Lodge. 

It is the Tyler's duty to serve all summonses, whether of a 
general or special character. For this, as well as the un
pleasant duty of standing guard over tho Lodge, he should 
receive a pecuniary compensation proportioned to his labor. 

VIOLENCE. 
(See Discipline.) 
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VISITATIONS. 
Lodges should be frequently visited by the Grand Master 

and other officers of the Grand Lodge, and by Grand Lectu
rers. '),his is for the necessary purpose of inspecting and 
correcting thcir work, examining their records, quieting strife 
and di~cord, if any, communicating information, and cement
ing the ~ntire fraternity as one man. 

Visitations by the delegates of Lodges to those contiguous 
to them, is a pleasing feature of the ancient system, and pro
duces good results. 

VISITORS. 

A Brother in good standing, a Master Mason, and member 
of a Lodge, properly vouched for or duly examined, may visit 
any Masonic Lodge by permission of the Master thereof. 
The latter extends to him a welcome, and assigns him a seat 
appropriate to his Masonic grade. 

A Brother who has all the qualifications above named, but 
is non-affiliated, may visit any Lodge, as above, once or twice. 
This is for the purpose of enabling him to seleot with judg
ment the Lodge with which he will become affiliated. 

The fact of a Brother having been rejected upon an appli
cation for affiliation, does not deprive him of the privilege last 
mentioned. 

Visitors must furnish the Secretary with a memorandum of 
their present or late affiliations. 

VOTING. 

(See Balloting; Election.) 

Questions in Lodges, not involving secresy, are decided ac
cording to the usual practice in deliberative assemblies. This 
is by !leas and na!JR, or by a show of hands j the latter is pref
erable, as according better with the gravity and decorum of a 
Masonic Lodge. 

Each member must vote upon every question coming be
fore the Lodge, unless excused by vote of the Lodge. 
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Elections of officers are best decided by written slips. (See 
Election.) 

A majority vote of membcrs prcscnt is sufficient to decide 
ordinary questions before the Lodgtl. In pronouncing the 
sentence of accused parties in cases of discipline, votl'S 
of two-third., four-jifths, etc., are often required by the By
Laws of the todge, or rule of the Grand Lodge. (See DU-
cipline.) , 

All questions relating to financial matters, to amendments 
of By-Laws, of the acceptance of reports, petitions, etc., etc., 
are best taken by show of hands. 

The count of hands or voices, after a vote, is the pr?vince 
of the Master. 

WAGES. 

The two officers who should receive pecuniary compensa
tion for their Masonic services are the Secretary and Tyler. 
The propriety of this will readily be gathered by reference 
to those heads. 

WARDENS. 

(See Ofticers.) 

There are two Wardens in the Lodge denominated severally 
the Sen'ior and Junior Wardens. They are elected by the 
Lodge at the same meeting as the ?tlaster, and are installed 
by him. They serve for the same period as the ltlaster. They 
are chosen, no' for their seniority, but merit.' The former 
sits in the West, the latter in the South. The Senior Deacon 
is the medium of communication between the Master and 
Senior Warden j the Junior Deacon between the Senior and 
J unior Wardens. 

In the abaence of the ?tlaster, the Senior Warden suc
ceeds to every duty, privilegl', honor and prerogative be
longing to the Mastership. He t', the Master for the time 
being. (See Malter.) He governs the Lodge, confers de
grees, presides upon trials, draws orders upon the Treasurer, 
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controls the Secretary, directs the religious exercises, commu
nicates :Masonic instruction, expounds the Constitution and 
By.Laws, welcomes visit<.rs, and appoints committecB. 

WARNINGS. 

(See also Dishonesty.) 

WARRANT. 

(See Chaner i Dispensation i Tmvel.) 

The written authorization from a Grand Lodge to a certain 
numbcr (usually seven, or more), of lUastllr Masons, to form 
and open a Lodge and make ,Masons therein, is styled a War
"ant or Charter. It is commonly drafted (or printed) on 
parchment, signed by the Grand Master, Deputy Grand 1\laB
ter, and Senior and Junior Grand Wardens i countersigned by 
the Grand Secretary, and authenticated by the seal of the 
Grand Lodge. It is a document of the highest possible im
portance to the Lodge, and its loss is equivalent to a forfeit
ure of all the privileges of the Lodge, and indecd to its very 
existence. 

The Warrant or Charter is the successor and perfection of 
the DiBpensation. Thc latter, granted (usually) by the Grand 
l\Jaster, terminates by its own terms, "on the first day of the 
annual session of the Grand Lodge next ensuing i" at which 
period the Dispemation, with all the books, papers and prop
erty that have accumulated through its use, is rendered up to 
the Grand Lodge. By a committee of that body the recerds 
are examined and passed upon. If found correct, and in the 
judgment of the Grand Lodge there are good and sufficient 
reasons for the permanent establishment of a Lodge, a Char
ter is granted, and the Lodge, usually with the same title as 
that mentioned in the Dispensation, is finally organized with 
the same powers, and under the same regulations as the other 
Lodges in that State jurisdiction. Its name and number are 
entered upon the rolls of the Grand Lodge, and announced 
to the world. 
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The following is the usual form of a charter: 

TU@; NA@@D AND BY 'K'£¥E AoUTHmHTY hlF DDE 
LODGE OF ---.* 

T!l all {l,ALm may LanCo'@@{, Gr,"'zillg 
Whereas, it has been duly represented to the undersigned, 

OlLLnd OfficeE'E' of Gmnd I,oAge a oomph"~ 
tent number of brethren of the society of Yorh Free 
and Acccpted l\1asons, residing in the town of ---, and 

vicinity, ommty of --, lind htltte ---,PE'oyinh 
that they be chartered and authorized to organize and proceed 

wort llS a l,ndtnork"h nndel Dilpnnsa 
tion from this Lodge, llgd WOE'.d and procllnLLind'n 
having been reported and confirmed, and it appearing to be for 

benliLLt of the t'g,lft genf3ml, alLt\Yell for ide aflloftsait' 
brethren, that their prayer should be granted; therefore, 

G/f:~"~~:dgo oro the .~b~eg::~~n~{lz?r~~od c~!~~r: of s;~~ 
Grand Lodge, do hereby constitute our trusty and well-beloved 
blethrttl , tht bVorshipful -"'1 to the hrst hhsteg, 
Senior Warden, and - -, Junior Warden, t{)gether with all 
llllflh othtsr truo and lawflll brethren liS mau be uermitted w 
llUlt±ocianu with them. t{) aSlt{lmbk and !;oork ~ a r;Dularh con, 
stituted Lodge of Free and Accepted Ancient Y ~~k :M~ons, 
iu the ttlwn of - -, cotmty of- -, ana StSt8u of--~l 
to be designated and known by the name ana style of --
!-odge No. --; herebh requiring and enjoining all regular 
.IT1llllge;o hola , acknowloLLDe ana them ali tlUch. 

And we do hcreby grant and commit to thc :Master, 'Var-
dnHs atll.l brethren oforelttid, ful! PO@@nlf and aufhority re 
C1'1;ge mtLllbers, to enter hpprentices, to pass Fellow-crltns, 
r~,~~e l\I~~tcr l~lason~: and to pcrform all ,other work, of. the 
Ch1ft, a]t,leeamh to me alltlcnt tllStOtL8 and. l.tsagell of [0 KkCleg¥; 
~ ork Frcc.masons, and the ordinanccs and regulations of the 
Grand Lodge1 of"- ana twt Kkther@@i;;e. itnd ltillo 
Choose MasT1'11', 'n and Oth<l%" Offi,3{lltS Y{llf r}y, tbl 
f01t:LL d~twf ,,;:- :: .. and to exact from their membcrs suc,h 

'1 as ,,~",y ",.,,11 ,:l1dge lteCCStll:ry ths SUPhort the:g 
saw Lo«ge, the relief of their brethren in distress, and the 

e This 1.1.1001, II <hhtly ::lOditil1cf, will <cry;; OthlLT MaTl.lglc bl.lhil'!1. 
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regular payment of their annual contributions toward the 
Grand Charity Fund. 

And we do hereby require and command the Master, War
dcns and brethren aforesaid, and their successors, to record in 
their books, along with this present Charter, their own Regu
lations and By-Laws, and their whole acts and proceedings, 
from time to time, as they may occur. And also to corres
pond with the Grand Lodge whenever occasion may require, 
and to attend the meetings thereof regularly, by their repre
sentatives or deputies, and also to pay due respect and obedi
ence to all such ordinances and instructions as they may, from 
time to time, receive from the Grand Lodge, or from the Grand 
Master for the time being. 

And lastly, the Master, Wardens and brethren aforesaid, in 
behalf of themselves and their successors do, by accepting 
hereof, solemnly engage strictly to conforlil to all and every 
of the foregoing requisitions and commands, and at all times 
to acknowledge and recognize the Grand Lodge and Grand 
Master of---, as their superiors, and as such to obey them, 
or either of them, in all things appertaining to the Craft. 

Done in Grand Lodge at ---. In te.timOfl!l whereof, we 
have hereunto affixed ollr names, and caused the seal of said 
Grand Lodge to be affixed, attested by the Grand Secretary, 
this -- day of --, A. L. --, A. D. --. 

--- --- Grand Master. 
--- --- Deputy Grand Master. 
--- --- Senior Grand Warden. 
--- --- Junior Grand Warden. 

-.-- --- Grand Secretary. 

WITHDRAWALS. 
(See also Demitting.) 

A Brother, by consent of his Lodge, may tDithilraw qr de
mit from its membership by a majority vote. That consent 
ought not, however, to be granted, save to give opportunity 
for the applicant to unite with another Lodge more contigu
ous or convenient. A regular petition.for a demit is required, 
and it is not proper for the Lodge to act upon it unless all 
dues are paid by the applicant up to the end of the then present 
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quarter. Every thing shonld be done by the :ofticers of a 
Lodge to discourage withdrawals. Applications made in mo
ments of p888ion, or to avoid further payments of dues, or on 
account of unfraternal feelings between members, shonld be 
peremptorily rejected. On the contrary, every allurement to 
reaftiliation should be held ont, and none snffered to remain 
outside of membership whom kind words will tempt to enter. 

WORDS. 

(See Recognition.) 

Form of Certificate of Demit j sometimes styled a Certificate 
of Withdrawal: r) 

HALL OJ!' LODOJI, No. 

----- --, --. 
This is to certify that Bro. A--- B , having paid 

all demands against him in this Lodge, and being in good 
Masonio standing, has been this day allowed to demit from the 
same. We fraternally recommend him to Lodges and breth
ren of the Masonic Order wherever he may sojourn. 

By order of the Lodge, 
[Seal .. ] (2) , Secretary. 

(1) A Demit should only be pnted npon a written application from 
the Brother himself, specifying the motives that induce him to uk it.. 

(I) Without an official seal this oertificate will have DO value. 
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MORRIS'S CHRONOLOGICAL TABLES 
or 

MASONRY. 
tvaPlJ.&Il raoM AU'rBUTIC DATA IIXIftl50 111 TUB ARCIIIY" or OIl.AllD AND 

1It.'"DOBDUiATE LODOa, AND ELlBWH&&J:. 

BY ROB MORRIS; . 
MASONIO AUTHOIl AND LECTUIlBR. 

[The preparation of theso Tabl .. haTing demanded an amoool of labor _Iy to be 
Talued In money, tho Anthor tooJ. com(X"lIod to Includo them In the gcnel1ll Copy-right 
of tbJ. Yolwoo, and to turbid their losertion, aa a wholo, wilbont hII permiloion, In 
any othN work.] 

JANUARY. 

Fir.t. 1787. Convention at Charleston to establish a Grand 
Lodge in South Carolina. 1851. The Ancient Land
mark (journal) commenced at Mt. Clemens, ~Iichigan. 
1855. The Acacia (journal) commenced at Natchez, 
Mississippi. 1855. The Signet and Journal (journal) 
commenced at :Marietta, Georgia. 1859. The Voice of 
MatlQnTlJ commenced at Louisville, Kentucky. 

&cond. 1809. The Grand Lodge of Ohio was formed.* 
1844. Convention at Iowa City to form a Grand Lodge 
in Iowa. 1844. Richard Ellis, Grand Treasurer of New 
York, died. 

Third. 1855. National Masonic Convention at Washington, 
District of Columbia .. 

• I dftte the o~ganization of a Grand Lodge upon the day ita firat Grand 
Officers were in8talled. 
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Fourth. 1808. Convention at Chillicothe to form a Grand 
Lodge in Ohio. 

Seventh. 1852. Mmonic Mirror (journal) commenced at 
Philadelphia. 

EigTlth. 1844. The Grand Lodge of Iowa formed. 
Ninth. 1806. The second Convocation of the Gcneral Grand 

Royal Arch Chapter of the United States held at Mid
dletown, Connecticut. 

Tentll. 1740. First Lodge at Barbadoes, West Indies. 1821. 
:Masonic Convention, Canandai~ua, New York. 1822. 
Simon Greenleaf elected Grand l\Iaster of Itfaine. 

Elevent!,. 1800. Philip C. Tucker born. 
Twelfth. 1818. The Grand Lodge of Indiana formed. 1828. 

Corner-stone of Charleston College, South Carolina, 
plantcd. 

Thirteenth. 1780. The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania pro
posed George Washington to be General Grand ItIaster 
of the United States. 1858. Grand Council of l\Iichignn 
formed. 1858. Grand Council of Florida formed. 

Seventeenth. 1706. Benjnmin Franklin born. 1822. l\lasonie 
Han at Lexington, Kentucky, dedicated. 

Eighteenth. 1836. Messrs. Chandler, Dallas, and others, 
appeared at the Bar of the Legislature of Pcnnsylvania, 
summoned to answl~r as to the Secrets of Masonry. 
1855. Convention at San Antonio to form a Grand 
Enrampment in Texas. 

Nineteenth. 1855. The Grand Encampment of Texas formed. 
1857. Convention at Hamilton to organize a Grand 
Chapter in Canada. 

Twenty-First. 1831. Robert P. Dunlap elected Grand Master 
of Maine. 

Twenty-&oond. 1813. John Allen and John Simpson butch
ered at the river Raisin. 

Twenty-Third. 1833. Andrew Jackson elected honorary mem
ber of the Grand Lodge of Florida. 

Twenty-Fourth. 1712. Frederick the Great born. 1778. Fu
neral Oration of William St. Clair, G. M. of Scotland. 
1852. Honorarium by Hiram Lodge, No.4, Frankfort, • 
Ky., to Henry Wingate. 

Twenty-Pi/th. 1759. Robert Burns born. 1820. Corner-stone 
of Monument to Burns, at Alloway, Scotland, planted. 
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1856. Corner· stone of Masonic Hall at Galveston, Texas, 
planted. 1859. Centennial of Burns' birth largely cele
brated. 

Tccenty-&venfh. 1773. The.Duke of Sussex born. 1813. 
Great Masonic l~estival at London in honor of the Earl 
of ~Ioira. 

FEBRUARY. 

&cond. 1834. Lorenzo Dow died. 
Thir(l. 1728. Corner-stone of Parliament nouse, Dublin, 

~Iasonieally laid. 1827. Masonic Record (journal) eom
'nleneed at Albany, New York. 

&vcnt1&. 1778. Voltaire initiated in Lodge Neuf Seurs, Paris. 
1827. Masonic Illtelbgellcer (journal) commenced at 
Batavia, New York. 

Eu'Velith. 1800. Grand Lodge of l\fassaehusetts rendered 
funeral honors to Washington. 1828. Do Witt Cliliton, 
Past Grand l\Iaster of New York, died. 1847. Freema
sons' Hall, Dublin, Ireland, dedicated. 1851. Masonic 
Missionary Station at Panama established. 

Twelftlt. 1744. Th" Lodge" Charles of the 3 Crowned Pil
lars" established. 1857. Union of Knights Templar in 
Pennsylvania. 

Sixteenth. 1830. Or(1ftmwn (journal) commenced at Roches
ter, New York. 1856. The Grand Council of Louisiana 
WDS formed. 

Eighteenth. 1843. Mason£c Mirror (journal) commenced at 
Columbia, Tennessee. 

Ninetef':Jlth. 1811. Grand Lodge of District Columbia formed. 
Tccenti.t:th. 1776. American Union Lodge in the Connecticut 

Line Revolutionary Army was formed at Roxbury, Con
necticut. 1788. Council of Princes of Jerusalem was 
formed at Charleston, South Carolina. 1856. Woodlawn, 
~Iasonic Institute, Camden, Arkansas, burnt. 

Tccenty-&cond. 1732. Geo. Washington born. 1832. Grand 
Lodge of Arkansas formed. 1850. Corner-stone Wash
ington Statue at Richmond, Virginia, planted. 1854. 
Masonic Temple at Wheeling, Virginia, dedicated. 1858. 
Washington Statue at Richmond, Virginia. dedicated . 

Twenty-Third. 1853. The Grand Lodge of Minnesota was 
formed. 

Twenty-Fijtll. 1723. Sir Christopher Wren died. 

Digitized by Google 



386 CHRONOLOGICAL TABLES. 

KABClI. 

First. 1848. Finlay 1\1. King initiated. 
Third. 1753. George Washington passed a Fellow-cratl;. 
Fifth. 1855. Masonic Hall at Altoona, Pennsylvania, burnt. 
Sixth. 1844. Earl of Zetland installed Grand Master of 

England. 
&venth. 1842. National Masonic Convention at Washington 

City, District Columbia. 
Eighth. 1777. The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts formed on 

an independent basis. 1855. Masonic Hall at Weston, 
Missouri, burnt. 

NintA. 1819. :Masonic Temple at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
burnt. 

Ekventh. 1313. Jacques de Molay burnt at Paris. 
Fourteenth. 1838. T. S. Parvin initiated. 
Fifteenth. 1767. Andrew Jackson born. 
Sixteenth. 1857. Samuel Zimmerman killed near Hamilton, 

Canada West. 
Seventeenth. 1822. Israel Israel, Past Grand 1\laster of Penn

sylvania, died. 1856. The Grand Lodge of Kansas was 
formed. 

Twenty-Fir8t. 1825. Corner-stone of 1\lonumentB to Generals 
Green and Pulaski at Savannah, Georgia, planted. 

TweRf!J-&cond. 1312. Order of Knights Templar extin
guished. 

Twenty-Fourth. 1787. The Grand Lodge of South Carolina 
formed. 

Twenty-Fifth. 1722. Ancient Charges ordered to be printed. 
Twenty-Sixtl,. 1854. Samuel Harrington died at Lexington, 

Massachusetts. 1857. Masonic Cemetery, Lodgeton, Ky., 
dedicated. 

Twenty-Ninth. 1801. Charles W. Moore horn. 

APRIL. 

Fir8t. 1811. The Freemasol18' Monthly Magazine (journal) 
commenced at Philadelphia, the first in America. 1828. 
The Amaranth (journal) commenced at Boston. 1834. 
The Freema8fJ118' Quarterly Review (journal) commenced' 
at London. 1855. The Mtuonic MCB$etlger (journal) 
commenced at New York. 1857. The Western Freema
BOn (journal) oommenced at Iowa City, Iowa. 
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Third. 1842. Thaddeus Mason Harris died, aged 74 years. 
1846. Col. C. K. K. Tynte installed Grand Master of 
Grand Conclave England and Wales. 

Sixth. 1840. The Grand Lodge of Illinois, for a period dor
mant, reorganized. 

Seventh. 1814. William Hutchinson died, aged 82 years. 
1853. Corner-stone University of Nashville planted. 

Twelj~h. 1777. Henry Clay born. 1856. Corner-stone of 
Monument to Henry Clay at New Orleans planted. 1857. 
E. Smith Lee, Past Grand Master, Michigan., died, aged 
62 years. 

Thirteenth. 1853. Corner-stone Episcopal Church, Austin, 
Texas, planted. 

Fifteenth. 1858. William R. Cannon, Past Grand Master 
Mississippi, died. 

Sixteenth. 1821. Corner-stone of St. John's Chapel, Lexing
ton, Kentucky, planted. 

Seventeenth. 1790. Benjamin Franklin died, aged 84 years. 
1809. Corner-stone Masonic Hall, Philadelphia, planted. 

N'meteen.th. 1850. Grand Lodge California formed. 1854. 
Corner·stone Mechanics' Hall, Toronto, Canada, planted. 

Twenty-First. A. L. 2992. Corner-stone Temple on Mount 
Moriah at Jerusalem, planted. 1821. The Grand Lodge 
of Missouri was organized. 1843. Duke of Sussex, Grand 
Master of England, died, aged 70 years. 

Twenl!J-Third. 1350. The Order of the Garter instituted. 
1825. Lafayette visited the Grand Lodge of Louisiana. 

Twenfy-Fijth. 1148. First Temperance Society established. 
It was by Masons in Italy. 

Twenty-Seventh. 1777. Monument to David Wooster at Dan
bury, Connecticut, dedicated. 1785. Prince Julian Max
imilian of Brunswick, Germany, perished nobly. 

Twenty-Eighth. 1738. First Papal Bull against Freemasonry 
fulminated. 1783. Charter of Alexandria Lodge, Vir
ginia, granted. 1852. Magnificent Charity Ball (Ma
sonic) at Dublin. 1855. Masonic Hall at Clinton, gen
tucky, dedicated. 

Twenty.Ninth. 1856. Masonic Han at Benton, Arkansas, 
destroyed by tornado. 

TMrtieth. 1733. Grand Lodge of England granted warrant 
for Provincial Grand Lodge at Boston. 
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KAY. 

Firat. 1769. Duke of Wellington born. 1775. Corner-stone 
of Freemasons' Hall, London, planted. 1808. Grand 
Chapter of Virginia organized. 184:7. Corner-stone of 
Smithsonian Institute, Washington, District of Colum
bia, planted. 184:8. ~lfasonic Signet (journal) com
menced at St. Louis, Missouri. 1854. Ran of Bristol 
Lodge, Bristol, Pennsylvania, dedicated. 

&cond. 1775. The Duchess of Bourbon installed Grande 
Maitreaae, Adoptive Rite, France. 1777. David Wooster, 
Grand Master of Connecticut, slain at Danbury. 

Third. 1806. Convention at Norfolk to organize a Grand 
Chapter in Virginia. 

~urth. 1825. Lafayette visited Grand Lodge of Tennessee. 
Fifth. 1821. Emperor Napoleon died. 
Sixth. 1777. Convention at Williamsburg to establish a Grand 

Lodge in Virp:inia. 
Seventh. 1856. William C. Dawson, Grand Master of Geor

gia, died. 
Ninth. 1822. First National l\lasonic Convention in the 

United States, at Washington, District of Columbia. . 
Eleventh. 1838. Grand Lodge of Texas formed. 1851. Wil

liam Page, Deputy Grand Master of the District of Colum
bia, died. 1853. Masonic Celebration, Tippecanoe, 
Indiana. 

'l'tDelfth. 1822. James L. Orr born. 
Fourteenth. 1801. Corner-stone, Wet Docks, Leith, Scotland, 

planted. 
Fifteenth. 1854. Grand Encampment of Indiana organized. 
Sixteenth. 1852. John Snow, Past Grand Master of Ohio, 

died. 
Seventeenth. 1798. Grand Chapter of Connecticut organized. 
Ninetemth. 1823. Convention at l\lobile to form a Grand 

Chapter in Alabama. 
'l'tDf1Itieth. 1780. Henry Price, Past Provincial Grand Mas

ter of Massachusetts, died. 1829. Eli Bruce incarcerated. 
1834. Marquis Lafayette died, ap:ed 76 years. 1858. 
Corner-stone of Arsenal, Dunkirk, New York, Masonically 
planted. 

Twenty.&cond. 1853. American Freemason (journal) com
menced at Louisviile, Kentucky. 
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Twenty- Third. 1776. Freemasons' Hall, London, dedi
cated. 

Twenty-Fourth. 1854. Corner-stone of Masonic Hall, Gor
donsville, Kentucky, planted. 

TwentlJ~Sixth. 1858. Corner-stone of Custom House, Ports
mouth, New Hampl hire, !Iasonically planted. 

TwentlJ-Eighth. 1850. J. Newland Moffit died. 
1.'wentlJ-Ninth. 1812. Grand Chapter of South Carolina or

ganized. 1851. Grand Hall, Indianapolis, Indiana, 
dedicated. 

Thirtieth. 1810. William Ball, Past Grand Master of Penn
sylvania, died. 1832. Masonic Temple, Boston, Massa
chusetts, dedicated. 

Thirl!J-First. 1801. Supreme Couqcil, Thirty-Third Degree, 
Ancient and Accepted Rite, Charleston, South Carolina, 
organized. 

JUNE. 

First. 1820. Grand Lodge of Maine organized. 1850. Ma
lO'nic Union (journal) commenced at Port Byron, New 
York. 1851. The Temple (journal) commenced at 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

Second. 1796. Columbian Hall, Boston, l\iassachusetts, dedi
cated. 1827. Grand Chapter of Alabama organized. 
1852. Ma40nic Pioneer (journal) at Montreal commenced. 
1858. Wilkins Tannehill, Past Grand Master of Ten
nessee, died, aged 71 years. 

Third. 1816. The Third Communication of General Grand 
Chapter at New York. 

Fifth. 1249. Battle of Damietta, fought by the Crusaders. 
1820. Masonic Hall, Newcastle, Kentucky, dedicated. 
1857. Grand Lodge of New York celebrated obsequies of 
E. K. Kane. 

Sixth. 1813. Brother Captain James Lawrence died. 1855. 
Nathan B. Haswell, Grand l\faster of Vermont, died. 
1858. Wm. R. Lackey, Grand Lecturer of Mississippi, 
killed. 

Ei9hth. 1825. IJafhyette elected Honorary Member of Grand 
Lodge of New Hampshire. 1845. Andrew Jackson died. 
aged 78 years. 

Tenth. 1819. Grand Chapter of New Hampshire organized. 
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Ekvt!fltk. 1818. Convention at Hopkinton to organize the 
Grand Chapter of New Hampshire. 1856. Corner-stone 
of lUasonic Hall, Napanee, Canada, planted. 

Twelfth. 1798. Island of Malta surrendered to the French. 
1798. Grand Chapter of Massachusetts organized. 

Fourteenth. 1821. Convention to organize the Grand Lodge 
of Alabama. 

Sixteenth. 1795. St. John's Lodge, No.1, Newark, New 
JClsey, established. 1817. Grand Lodge of Massachu
setts incorporated. 1851. Corner-stonc of Masonic Tem
ple, Louisville, Kentucky, planted. 1858. Corner-stone 
of Court House, Vicksburg, :l\IissiBBippi, planted. 

&1:cnteentll. 17Ji'5. Joseph Warren, Grand Master of Provin
cial Grand Lodge C?f Massachusetts, slain. 1783. Con
vention at Talbot Court House to organize Grand Lodge 
of Maryland. 1825. Corner-stone of Bunker-Hill Monu
ment planted. 1857. Statue of Joseph Warren on 
Bunker Hill dedicated. 

Ninetet!flth. 1792. Union of Masons in MaBBachusetts. 
Twentieth. 1764. Warrant to establish Provincial Grand 

Lodge of Pennsylvania. 1816. General Grand Encamp
ment organized. 1851. Austin W. Morris, Grand Secre
tary of Indiana, died. 

'l'uJenfJ/-&rond. 1850. Dabney Lipscomb died, aged 55 
years. 

Twt!flty-Fourtk. 1731. First Masonic book accepted for pub
licatiC'n. 1744. Grand Lodge of Berlin, Prussia, organ
ized. 1769. Joseph Warren installed Provincial Grand 
lIaster of Massachusetts. 1791. Grand Conclave of 
England and Wales organized. 1811. Masonic Temple, 
Philadelphia, . dedicated. 1816. Corner-stone of SI. 
Paul's Church, Providence, Rhode Island, planted. 1844. 
First Masonic Festival in Wisconsin (Plattsville). 1854. 
Corner-stone of Masonic Hall, Brandenburg, Kentucky, 
planted. 1854. Masonic Fcstival, Honolulu, Sandwich 
Islands. 1856. Grand Masonic Rally at Lodgeton, Ken
tucky. 1856. ,Masonic Temple, Chicago, Illinois, dedi
cated. 1857. St. John's Lodge, No.2, Providence, 
Rhode Island, celebrated its Centennial. 1858. Com
mandery Knights Templar of Richmond, Virginia, visited 
Boston, Massachusetts. 
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Twenty-Fifth. 1791. Grand Lodge of Rhode Island formed. 
1819. Corner-stone of Asylum, Coasters' Harbor, Rhode 
Island, planted. 1827. Corner-stone of l\lasonic Hall, 
Natches, Mississippi, planted. 

Twenty-Sixth. 1827. l\Iasonio Hall, Pawtucket, Rhode Island, 
dedicated. 

Twenly-&vt!nth. 1098. Antioch taken by Crusaders. 1825. 
Lafayette elected Honorary Member by Grand Lodge of 
Delaware. 

Twenty-Eighth. 1822. Corner-stone of Hospital, Louisville, 
Kentucky, planted. 1826. Grand Lodge of Michigan 
organized. 1845. Grand Lodge of Missouri celebra~ed 
obsequies of Andrew Jackson at St. Louis. 

Twenty-Ninth. 1801. Corner-stone, Bridge over Spey, Scot
land, planted. 1852. Henry Clay died. 

JULY. 

First. 1821. Masonic Miscellany (journal), at Lexington, 
Kentucky, commenced. 1847. Port Folio (journal), at 
Nashville, Tennessee, commenced. 1857. American 
Quarterly Review of Freemasonry (journal), at New 
York, commenced. 1858. Honorarium to John Fits 
Henry Townsend, Deputy Grand l\laster of Ireland. 

Third. 1840. Corner-stone l\lnsonic Hall, Lexington, Ky., 
planted. 

Fourth. 1795. Corner-stone State Houlle, Boston, Massachu
setts, planted. 1815. Corner-stone Washington Monu
ment, Baltimore, Maryland, planted. 1848. Corner-stone 
National Washington :Monument, Washington, District 
of Columbia, planted. 1850. Corner-stone MalOnic Hall, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, planted. . 1851. Corner-stone 
Capital Extension, Washington, District of Columbia, 
planted. 1856. Corner-stone Insane Hospital, North
ampton, Massachusetts, planted. 1857. Corner-stone 
Monument to Henry Clay, Lexington, Kentucky, planted. 

Fifth. 1830. Grand Lodge of Florida organized. 
Sixth. 1812. Convention at New Orleans to organize the 

Grand Lodge of Louisiana. 
&venth. 1768. Thaddeus Mason Harris born. 
Eighth. 1789. Grand Lodge of Connecticut formed. 1789. 

Convention at Portsmouth to organize the Grand Lodge 
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of New Hampshire. 1818. Corner-stone l\[echanics' 
Relief Society Hall, Wasllington, District of Columbia, 
planted. 

Ninth. 1856. Masonic Hall, Nashville, TenneSBee, burnt. 
Elevpnth. 1812. Grand Lodge of Louisiana organized. 
Twelfth. 1191. St. Jean d'Acre taken by Crusaders. 
Fourteenth. 1858. Union of :Masons in Canada. 
Fifteenth. 1099. Jerusalem taken by Crusaders. 1819. 

Thomas Smit·h Webb died. 
Sixteenth. 1789. Grand Lodge of New Hampshire organized. 
Seventeent!,. 1858. John A. Quitman died. 
Nineteenth. 1819. l\[asonic Board Relief, Boston, Massachu

setts, instituted. 
Twenty-First. 1796. Robert Burns died. 
Twellfy-Sr-colld. 1817. 1\lasonic Hall in Exchange Coffee

house, Bot'ton, Massachusetts, dcdicated. 1827. Grand 
Lodge of Kentucky performed the Obsequies of Samuel 
K. Woodson, Past Grand Master. 1858. Corner-stone 
Masonic Temple, Cincinnati, Ohio, planted. 

Twenty-Fifth. 1314. Battle of Bannockburn. 
Twenfy-&Venlh. 1818. Convention at Natchez to organize the 

Grand Lodge of Mississippi. 
Twenty-Eighth. 1853. Masonic Hall, Leesburg, Kentucky, 

dedicated. 1854. Grand Chapter of California organized. 
'l.'wenty-Ninth. 1820. Corner-stone Second Presbyterian 

Church, Washington, District of Columbia, planted. 
TMrtieth. 1733. St.John's Provincial Grand Lodge, Boston, 

. Massachusetts, formed. First Lodge opened same day. 
Thirty-Firat. 1783. Grand Lodge of Maryland organized. 

AUGUST. 
First. 1785. Corner-stone South Bridge, 'Edinburgh, planted, 
Fourth. 1753. George Washington raised Master 1\[ason. 
Fifth. 1813. Supreme Council 33° Ancient and Accepted 

Rite Jurisdiction organized at New York. 
Sixtl,. 1812. Duke of Sussex installed Grand lIaster of 

Grand Conclave England and Wales. 
&venth. 1800. John B. Hammett initiated. 1850. Grand 

Chapter of Wisconsin formed. 
TfJllt/,. 1854. Grand Council of Vermont formed. 1858. 

rand Encampmen t. of California formed. 
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'l'welfth. 1750. First Lodge in Maryland chartered. 
Fifteenth. 1738. Frederick the Great initiated. 1771. Wal

ter Scott born. 
Sixteenth. 1851. Convention at Oregon City to form a Grand 

Lodge in Oregon. , . 
'l'wentieth. 1852. Grand Consistory of Kentucky formed. 
Tloent!J-&cond. 1820. Corner-stone City Hall Washington, 

District Columbia, planted. 
Twenf!J-TMrd. 1845. B. D. Crookshanks died. 
Twent!J-Fifth. 1818. The Grand Lodge of Mississippi formed. 
Twent!J-&venlh. 1812. Grand Lodge of Kentucky paid fune-

ral honors to its deceased Grand 1\laster, J gseph H. Da
viess. 1818. Provincial Grand Chapter of Upper Cana
da formed. 

Twent!J-Eighth. 1852. Masonic Hall Alexandria, Louisiana, 
--burned. 

Pwent!J-Ninth. 1820. Henry Clay elected Grand l\Iaster of 
Kentucky. 

Thirtieth. 1835. William T. Barry died. 1854. First stan
dard form of By-Laws adopted. 

Thirt!J-First. 1845. Masonic Congress at Steinbach. 

SEPTEMBER. 

Fir.t. 1807.' Corner-stone North Pier, Frazersburgh, Scot
land, planted. 1819. Grand Lodge Kentucky paid fune
ral honors to Thomas Smith Webb. 1820. American ltfa
sonic Register (journal) eommenced at New York. 1841. 
Grand Masonic Hall, Lexington Kentucky, dedicated.· 
1855 .. First work on l\Iasonie Jurisprudence published. 
1855. Ashw' (journal) commenced at Detroit, Michigan. 

&colld. 1851. Corner-stone .Masonic Hall Detroit, l\Iichigan, 
planted. 

Third. 1833. Corner-stone Jamaica S. Bridge, Glasgow, 
planted. 

FQ1lTth. 1809. Union in South Carolina. 1829. Fourth 
Communication General Grand Encampment, and Sixth of 
General Gran~ Council, at ~ew York. 

Fifth. - 1781. Provincial Grand Lodgc of Ncw York estab· 
lished. 1l:!51. Hiram Lodge No. 1. New Haven, Con
necticut, celebrated its centennial. 

34 
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Sixt1~. 1757. Lafayette born. 
&venth. 1857. Publication of Universal Masonio Library 

completed. 1858. Grand Consistory of Arkansas 320 

formed. 
Eighth. 1800. Convention at Lexington to form a Grand 

. Lodge in Kentucky. 
Ninth. 1854. Edmund P. Hunter, Grand Master of Virginia, 

died. 1856. Thirtieth Communication General Grand 
Encampment, and Fifteenth of General Grand Chapter at 
Hartford. 1857. Honorarium to Wm. B. Hubbard from 
General Grand Encampment. 

Tenth. 1804. Grand Lodge, Mass., ceased the numbering of 
its Lodges. 1844. Nint.h Communication of General Grand 
Encampment and Eleventh of General Grand Chapter at 
New Haven, 1850. Eleventh Communication of General 
Grand Encampment, and Thirteenth of General Grand 
Chapter at Boston. 

Eleventh. 1826. Disappearance of William Morgan. 
Thirteenth. 1753 .. Corner-stone new Exchange, Edinburgh, 

planted. 1853. Twelfth Communication of General Grand 
Encampment and Fourteenth of General Grand Chapter, 
at Lexington, Kentucky. 1858. The 600th anniver
I!ary of dedication Salisbury Cathedral, England. 

Fourteenth. 1815. Corner-stone Episcopal Church, Wash
ington, District of Columbia, planted. 1841. Eighth 
Communication General Grand Encampment, and Tenth 
of General Grand Chapter at New York. 

Fifteenth. 1851. Grand Lodge of Oregon formed. 
Sixteenth. 1819. Second Communication General Grand En

campment and Fourth of General Grand Chapter at New 
York. 

Eighteen1h. 1793. Corner-stone Capitol, Washington, Dis
trict Columbia, planted. 1826. Third Communication 
General Grand Encampment, and Fifth General Grand 
Chapter at New York. 1852. Duke of Wellington died, 
aged 83 years. 1856. J. Worthington Smith, Past Grand 
Master of Virginia, died. . 

Ninetcent/,. 1826. Corner-stone Masonic Hall, Washington, 
District Columbia, planted. 

TlOcnt!l-Fir,t. 1832. Walter Scott died, aged 61 years. 
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Twent!J-Thtrd. 1857. Convention at Omaha City, to form a 
Grand Lodge in Nebraska. 

Twent!J-Fourth. 1858. Corner-stone State Inebriate Asylum, 
Binghampton, New York, planted. 

Twent!J-Pifth. 1786. Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, formed .. 
Ttc,nty-Sixth. 1853. Grand Lodge of New York donated 

'1,000 to suffering Brethren in New Orleans, and 8500 to 
Mobile. 1854. :l\Iasonic Temple Philadelphia dedicated. 

Twenty-Ninth. 1853. Masonic Cemetery Santa Fe, New Mex
ico, dedicated. 1858. Stephen Lovell died, aged 59 
years. 

Thirtieth. 1826. Corner-stone :Methodist Church, Port Gib
son, Mississippi, planted. 1851. Remains of Stephen 
Girard re-interred. 

OCTOBER. 

First. 1755. Jeremy Gridley installed Provincial Grand 1\las
ter of 1\iassachusetts. 1845. Masonic Review (journal) 
commenced at Cincinnati. 

&cond. 1824. Lafayette visited Grand Lodge of Louisiana, 
and was elected Honorary Member. 

Third. 1814. Grand Lodge of Rhode Island built Ft. Hi
ram, at Providence. 

Fifth. 1847. Grand Encampment of Kentucky formed. 
Sixth. 1806. Convention at Lexington, Kentucky, to revise 

Constitution of Grand Lodge. 1853. Simeon Greenleaf, 
Past Grand Master of 1\Iaine, died. 1858. Corner-stone, 
Masonic Temple, Nashville, Tennessee, planted. 

&venth. 1822. Andrew Jackson installed Grand Master of 
Tennessee. 

Ninth. 1782. Lewis Cass born. 
Tenth. 1825. Lafayette elected IIonorary 1\Iember of Grand 

Lodge of Tennessee. 1830. Grand Masonic and Patri
otic Feast to Lafayette, at Paris. 

Thirteentll. 1778. Grand Lodge of Virginia was formed. 
1853. Masonic Hall, Hong Kong, China, dedicated. 

Foor/eentl,. 1819. Convention to organize a Grand Lodge of 
Maine. 1830. Corner-stone of Masonic Temple, Boston, 
Massachusetts, planted. 1858. Grand Lodge of Ken
tucky received from Levi L. Todd, the Sword of Daviess. 

Sixt,enth. 1754. Morgan J.Jewis born. 1800. Grand Lodge 
of Kentucky formed. 
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Eigh.teenth. 1841. Corner-stone Grand Hall, Lancaster, Ohio, 
planted. 

Nineteenth. 1794. Grand Lodge of Vermont formed. 
Twenfy-'1Mrd. 1667. Corner-stone New Exchange, London, 

planted. 1820. :l\Iasonie Convention, Bat-wia, New York. 
Twenty-Pollrth. 1797. Convention at Boston, l\lassachusetts, 

to organize General Grand Chapter, Northern States. 
Tlcenly-Pijfh. 1762. Grand Masonic Constitutions, Scotch Rite, 

ratified. 1826. Orand Hall, Lexingt~n, Kentucky, dedi
cated. 1848. Corner-stone Grand Hall, Indianapolis, 
Indiana, planted. 

Twenty-Sixth. 1789. Reuben N. Walworth born. 1858. Mar
cus 1\1. Tyler, Past Grand l\faster, Kentucky, died. 

Twcllty-Eighth. 1813. Joseph R. Chandler initiated. 
Tltirtieth. 1858. N ational1\lasonic School Instruction formed 

at Louisville, Kentucky. 

NOVEMBER. 

First. 1820. Masonic Temple, Philadelphia, dedicated. 184,1. 
Frcemasons' Monthly Magazine (journal) commenced at 
Boston. 1849. Soutilem and Westem Masollic lfiscella
"y (journal) commenced at Charleston, South Carolina. 
1856. James Webb, Past Grand Master, Texas, died. 

T Mrd. 1818. Exchange Coffee House, Boston, burnt. 1830. 
Winslow Lewis initiated. 

Fourtll. 1736. Grand Lodge Scotland, formed. 1752. George 
W nshington initiated. 1852. Centennial Washington's 
initiation largely celebrated. 1854. Grand Lodge of 
Virginia performed funeral ceremonies in honor of de
ceased Grand 1\laster, Ed. P. lIunter. 

Seventh. 1811. J. II. Daviess, Grand Master of Kentucky, 
slain at Tippecanoe. 

Eiflhth. 1781. Charter to first Lodge in Vermont. 1821. 
Philip C. Tucker initiated. 1855. Course of Scientifio 
Lectures on Masonry commenced at New York by A. G. 
1\1aekey. 

Trmtlt. 1:)57. Masonic Biograpllical Work published by Rob 
.l\Iorris-the first on record. 

Thirlc('lIfh. 1756. Charter to St. A'!lurew's IJodge, Boston. 
1851i. Willis ~tewart" Past (traml l\Iashlr of Kent.ucky, 
dietl. 
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FouJ·leenth. 1855. Convention at Leavenworth to form Grand 
IJodge of Kansas. 

Sixl.efmtA. 1789. Corner-stone New College, Edinburgh, 
planted. 

Eighteenth. 1855. Joseph ,C. Harrison, Grand High Priest, 
Texas died. 

Twenticth. 1827. Corner-stone Monument to Wolfe and Mont-
calm, at Quebec, planted. 

Twenty-First. 1838. Grand Lodge Arkansas formed. 
Tlccnty-&conrl. 1815. Henry Wingate initiated. 
Twcnty-F(lurth. 1836. Frederick Dalcho died. 
Twenty. Fifth. 1851. J oho Posey died, aged 78 years. 1857. 

l'tIonument to Gen. Worth, New York, dedicated. 
TwentlJ-Eighth. 1794. Baron Steuben died. 1849. John Q. 

A. Fellows initiated. 
Twr.nf.IJ-Ninth. 1822. Grand Hall, Baltimore, dedicated. 1832. 

Fifth Communication General Grand Encampment, nnd 
Seventh General Grand Chapter at Baltimore. 

TMrti~th. 1737. Grand Lodge Scotland adoptcd this day 
(St. Andrews) for itll Grand Arch Chapter. 1820. Grand 
IJodge "Espagnola " formed at Havana, Cubn. 

DECEMBER. 

First. 1806. Grand Lodge of Delaware formed. 
Second. 1813. Convention nt Knoxville to form Grand Lodge 

of Tennc!lsee . 
. Pullrtl!. 1817. Grand Chaptcr of Kentucky formed. 
&VClltl!. 1790. Duke of Wcllinp;tc.n initiated. 1835. Sixth 

Communication of General Grand Encampment and 
l~ighth General Grand Chapter at Washington, District 
of Columbia. 

Bightll. 1816. Geo. A. Baker, Grand Secretary of Pennsyl
vania, died. 

T~lItlt. 1827. Grand Council of Kentucky formed. 
Elct·i·lIlh. IS09. Final IT nion of Masons in :Massachusetts. 

1810. Convention at Washington to form Grand Lodge 
of the District of Columbia. 1821. Grand Lodge of 
Alabama formed. 

Thirtccllfh. 1838. Grand Cuuncil of Alabama formed. 
PUI/I·fcf'1llh. 17!ln. GCOI';';o Washington died, a~cd H7 yeart<. 
HW5. "rc~t'-'I'!l ~Ial' 1.,-,,1)[('. No, 107, formed at 1\8!'ktlski8. 
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Fi/tunth. 1856. Corner-stone of Masonic Hall, W oburD, 
Massachusetts; planted. 

Sixtcenth. 1799. Washington Masonieally interred. 
&venUenth. 1825. Corner-stone of l\Ionument to Jonathan 

Maxcy, at Columbia, South Carolina, laid. 
Eighteellth. 1786. Grand Lodge of New Jersey formed. 

1843. Grand Lodge of Wisconsin formed. 
Twentieth. 1804. Grand Chapter of Vermont formed. 1837. 

Convention at Houston to (orm Grand Lodge of Texas. 
1855. Grand Council of Indiana formed. 

Twent!J-&cond. 1820. Grand Lodge of North Carolina paid 
funeral honors to Grand Secretary A. Lucas .. 

Twmt!J-Pourth. 1746. Charter to first Lodge in Kewfound
land. 1754. Provincial Grand Lodge of South Carolina 
formed. 1793. De Witt Clinton addressed Holland 
Lodge, New York. 

Tu:ent!J-Pijth. 1522. Turks captured Rhodes. 
Twent!J-.ixth. 1799. Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania paid fu

neral honors to Washington. 1831. Stephen Girard 
died. 

TwentY·&';f'fIth. 1749. Charter to first Lodge in Rhode Island. 
1802. Henry Clay addressed Lodge ~o. 1. Lexington, 
Kentucky. 1813. l<'inal Union of' llasons in Engiand. 
1813. Grand Lodge of Tennessee formed. 1817. Final 
Union of Masons in South Carolina. 1835. ~Iasonic 
Temple, Philadelphia, dedicated. 1854. Grand Lodie 
South Carolina celebrated its centennial. 

Twent!J-Eighth. 1778. Washington attended Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania. 1778. Charity Sermon by Wm. Smith at 
Philadelphia. 1778. Gen. Varnum addrcssed Grand 
Lodge lthode Island, at Providence. 

TMrt!J-P,·r.t. 1809. Corner-stone Covent Garden Thcater, 
London, planted. 1831. Dcclaration by 150U 1\l3sons of 
Massachusetts, in behalf of Masonry. 
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MASONIC OCCASIONS. 

BY ROB MORRIS AND OTHERS. 
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ODES 

~o. 

MASONIC OCCASIONS. 

SEC TION FIRST. 

1. COME, BROTHERS. 

BY DOlUS POWEU. 

Ai1'-. Jl'araval Jl'4I0ftic Jl'w, page 14.

Come, Brothers of the Craft, unite, 
In generous pu~ bound i 

Let bolylove and radiant ligbt 
In all our works be found. 

"bere columns rise in beauteous form, 
Untoucbed by time's decay, 

We'll fear no dark or threat'ning storm, 
To cloud our paaaing day. 

And as we pa8lli(e'a journey o'er, 
Thougb trouble's waves may rise, 

Our faith shall rest on that bright sbore, 
Beyond the changiog skies, 

Where columns rise in beauteous form, 
Untoucbed by time's decay, 

We'll fear DO dark or threat'ning atorm, 
To cloud our paaaing day • 

• 'rile _-Z 01 _ ......... _"'" consUtulo8 the XXIVth Volume of the UDlwnal 
.... DIe Library. It coDtalU 121 IIuoDlc Odet eet to mao\c i alto a Domber of 
JIucb. aod VoIDDtul .. , aod 120 Odet uoaccompaoled with 00108. 

(8) 
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, ODES POll MASONIC OCCASIONS. 

~. THE MASONS' HOME. 
BY aOB JlOaaII. 

Air-" Bonny DoOR." 

Where hearts are warm with kindred fire, 
And love beams free from answering eyes, 

Bright spirits hover always there, 
And that's the home the Masons prize. 

The Masons' Home I Ab, peaceful home, 
The home of love and light and joy :

How gladly does the Mason come 
To share hi, tender, sweet employ. 

All round the world, by land, by sea, 
Where Summers burn or Winters chill, 

The exiled Mason turns to thee, 
And yesrnll to share the joys we feeL 

The Masons' Home I Ah, happy home, 
The home of light and love and joy:

There's not an hour but I would come 
And share this tender, sweet employ. 

A weary task, a dreary round, 
Is all benighted man may know, 

But here a brighter acene is found, 
The brightest scene t.hat's found below. 

The Masons' Home I Ah, blisllf'al home, 
Glad center of unmingled joy:

Long as I live I'll gladly come 
And share this tender, sweet employ. 

And wben the hour of death shall come,· 
And darkness scal my closing eye, 

May hands fraternal bear me home, 
The home where wpary Masons' lie. 

The Masons' Home I Ah, hea'fculy home, 
To faithful hearts eternal joy;-

How blest to find beyond the tomb 
The end of all our sweet employ! 
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8. UNIVERSALITY OF FREEMASONRY. 
BY aOB IIOBBIS. 

Air-U F_' of /lo« •• " 

Wherner mILD i. tracing 
The weary ways of cart., 

Midst wild and d_rt pacing 
Or lILIld of Bofter air, 

We surely know each other, 
And with good words of oheer, 

Each Brother hails his Brother, 
And hope wings lightly there. 

Wherever tears are falling, 
The 80Ul'S dark wint'ry raiD, 

And humlLD lighs are calling, 
To human hearts in vain, 

We surely know each other, etc. 

Wherever prayer il spoken 
In 8&rnestne88 of faith, 

We're minded of the token 
That tells our Master's death 

We pray, then, for each other, etc. 

Wherever man is lying, 
Unknowing and unknown, 

There's one yet by the dying, 
He shall not die alone j 

For then we know each other, 
And witb good words or cbeer, 

Each Brother hails his Brother, 
And Hope wings lightly there. 

4. YE HAPPY FEW. 
Air-&e C hlU" I Malonic Harp, p. 22. 

Ye happy few who here extend 
In peaceful lines, trom East to West, 

With fenent leal the Lodge defend, 
And lock its secrets in your breast. 

Since ye are met upon the Square, 
Bid Love and Friendship jointly reign, 

Be Peace and Harmony your care,
The)' form an adamantine chain. 
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6 ODES I'OR MASONIO OCCASIONS. 

SECTION SECOND. 
11i1TIA. TIOli. 

1. BEHOLD HOW PLEASANT. 
BY OILBI W. YAn:II. 

Air-cc .Auld Lang Sgu." 

Behold how pleasant and how good 
Por Brethren IUch loB we, 

Of the united Brotherhood, 
To dwell in unit1. 

'Tis like the oil on Aaron'l head, 
Which to his feet distills, 

Like Hermon's dew 10 richly shed 
On Bion's sacred hills. 

Por there the Lord of Light and Lo1'8 
A bleBBing sent with power:-

Oh ma1 we all this bleBling pro1'8 
Even life forever more. 

On Priendship's altar, rising here, 
Our hands now plighted'"be, 

To live in 101'8 with heam sincere. 
In peace and nnit1. 

g. WHILE JOURNEYING. 
~AfIllOftic NIIIictd AfGRllCll, p. 6. 

BY TBOJI.UI POWllBS. 

While journeying on our darksome "'1, 
By 101'8 fratemalled, 

Supreme Conductor, Thee we Pl'&7, 
To Imooth the path we tread i 

No fear shall crOl8 the trustiJlg heart, 
In faith reposed above, 

No dearer joy can Ufe impart, 
Than breathes in words of Love. 
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SECTION THIRD. 
PA881.G. 

1. BROTHERS· FAITHFUL. 

Air-J(CIIOIIic Jlurical JlIImIIII, p. 8. 

Brothers faithful and deserving 
Now the second rank you fill, 

Purchased by your taultleu lleniD" 
Leading to a higher BWl 

Thus from rank to rank &IOending, 
Mounta the Muon's path ot love, 

Bright ita earthly oourae, and ending 
In the glorious Lodge abon. 

SEC TION FOURTH. 
BAI81.G. 

1. LET US REMEMBER. 
BY THOJ(AS POWBIIII. 

Air-&. M.wal 01 JlCIIOIIic Jluric, p. 10. 
Let us remembu in our youth, 

Before the evil days draw nigh, 
Our GUAT C •• ATOa, and his TaUTH, 

Ere memory tail, and pleasures l1y j 
Or Bun, or moon, or planet's light 

Grow dark, or clouds retum hi. gloom j 
Ere vital spark no more iDcite ; 

When strength shall bow and yean CODlum" 

Let us in youth remember HIJ( I 
Who tormed our frame, and spirits gave, 

Ere windows of the mind grow dim, 
Or door ot speech obstructed wave; 

When voice of bird fresh terrors wake, 
And music's daughters charm no more, 

Or fear to ria~th trembling shake, 
Along the PIIIIf we traTeI o'er. 

I 

7 
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• ODIIS I'OB KASONIO OCCASIONS. 

In ;youth, to Go» let memor;y cling, 
Before desire shall fail or wane, 

Or e'er be loosed life's silver string, 
Or bowl at fountain rent in twain; 

For man to his long home doth go, 
And mourners group around his urn I 

Our dust to dust again must flow, 
And spirits unto God return. 

g. SOLEMN STRIKES. 

BY».&. VID VIlfTO!r • 

.A.i1'-JlQmud of JlIJIOfIie JluN, p. 18. 

Solemn strikes the fuuera! chime, 
Notes of our departing &.ime i 
AI we joume;y here below, 
Thro' a pilgrimage of 11'0. 

Mortals now indulge a tear, 
For Mortality is here i 
Bee how wide her trophies wave, 
O'er the slumbers of the grave. 

Here another Guest we bring I 
Seraphs of celestial wing, 
To our funeral altar come, 
Waft. a Friend and Brother home. 

Lord of all below, above, 
Fill our souls with Truth and Love; 
As dissolves our earthly tie, 
Take us to th;y Lodge on high. 

, 
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s c o F F H 
CLOSING. 

1. ONE HOUR WITH YOU. 
ROB lhltZ?BJUB~ 

Air-" Auld Lang Syne." 

One with you, 4>lhlte hiouf with hOU, 
No doubt, nor care, nor strife, 

II WZ?fth a of 
In that life. 

One hour you, and you, and you, 

OhBdhht~~Z?ht ~~~!j~~s ij~!;:W' 
oft.en meet again. 

Your ryes loviie own %Z?Dguehefree. 
Your hand-grips, strong and true, 

Your ~ uioice, yiiur hurrrt, du ure!couru me 
To §;hfnd hounjith etc~ 

~:i!:r~e!i;~~!!~:~~~ fre bi"ihht, 
To labor is my chief delight, 

ARf] rpenh hoZ?r wizh h0U, 

I go when evening gilds the west 
1 hrffthe fonii fiHeu~ 

i%ut hfpe agflf, by f~Z?rtunit hlest, 
~ To spend an hour with you. 

un:rlght l~!!; r:~j~~~cYi~k~i'::.! hfU, 
Oh may we oft these joys renew, 

Anh ffteumeet I9lfin. 

BROTHERS, ERE TO-NIGHT. 
o. 'flLUur 

Alr-OWi, MlUonic Harp, p~ 62. 

Brothers, ere to-night we part, 
Rvery voice and every heart, 
Grft'ffullPfots to ntlhltve'f ffJee, 
Hymning ffrth yffr 8OZ?g8 of pf'flse. 

, 
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Bmliler", we m",y nz> more; 
Yet there is a happier shore, 
W!,,,re, "",Leas",!' from toil ",nd pnin, 
Brothers, we shall meet 85..in. 

3. THE LEVEL AND THE SQUARE. 
BY ROB KORRI!. 

mm," upo", tM .L"i!Wl ",nd wz> .peon ",pon [114 Ssi",sl!!JTe, 
What worda of precious meaning those worda Masonic are I 

~gr~~::!a::n~::~ii~::~e ~~e; thz>uf~~gh'" 
mm~ UPO" tM L~:wel, thouz>h from every stati,,,n come i 

The monarch from his palace, ~ and the poor man from his home; 
th" ",ne m",et l"n"c :7"i" dhh"m ontf!ide t.he Mn~on'" ,1oor, 

.And the other finlil ",is true respect !!pon chr"hertd. floolr. 

p61tt !!po" 4114 .tt,rdtZre, h<lr 11'0,,1<, m!!<l" ba!!<l ita 
We min~le with the multitude,,~ cOl.d, unfriend~1 crew, 

thi! Rnfiu,,!!ce our m'Sthen"gB m meni!ry n gr&ei!, 
And we long upon 1M ~d to renew theh",ppy ~<!",n". ~ 

• • • • 
Thilre'a a world wbere all are nhual,-we are burying toward it futi 

ah:i<H mm" UPO!! iM Lmd lil«re, mHen ihe gatt" of ,1"ath m"'8 F-t; 
We shalletand before the Orient, and our Master will be there 

try iHe bl"du OlfeT by hiz> owz> uneEEing h'i',J4T,,~ 

!" IMll meet upon ~h.e L~l t~«re, but never thence depart;, ~ 
~<'''«re M,,«_·tls renT" fOE each tTustim<, f«'inful «~n-
There's a JlamiOtl and a welconie and a multitude~is there 
lil"o h"ye miSt Upm< the L"wi, ,,«d bmn triiS", UK"<€< tM ",qua"<,, 

Let us meet u"",,n tM ~d the", whn" laboring r.sl"uent here; 
us l«!"et let !!s hk"r, tbiS' th« Lo.bo" be si«"re i 

Already 1D the Western Sky the signs bid us prepare 
gatZ>ZST up ««r m «rki«" tool" and p"rt !!""n t,~" &p"", 

Hands round "e faithful Masonil, form the bcighh fratemal "ham, 
pa«i'lpon 21u ,'Tql<.are h~"low, ko myyt in hf'aVen agalTL ~ 

Oh w~! ~or~ of 'p~ecious, mea;ingt.hose~ words Masonic are, 
me" "POtI ,he ""vel 4zz'il we L"rt "LOtI tt,,, 8'1"<f£' I 



OD. J'OB MASONIO OOOABION8. 

4. ADIEU I A HEART-WARM. 

BY aOBallT BVllIIS. 

Adieu I a heart.-wamt, fond adieu, 
Dear brothers of the JlYBTIO 'l'JJ: I 

Ye favored, ye enlightened few, 
Companions of my 80Cial joy I 

Tho' I to foreign lands must hie, 
Pursuing fortune's 8liddry be.', 

With melting heart, and brimful eye, 
rn mind you ltill, tho' fa; awa'. 

on. have I met your locial band, 
And spent the cheerful festive nlghtj 

On. honored with supreme command, 
Presided o'er the 80NS o~ LlOBT: 

And by that JlTJ:IlOOLYPBJO bright, 
Which none but OllAnlllBlf ever saw I 

Strong mem'ry on my heart shall write 
Those happy scenes when far awa' • 

May freedom, harmony and love, 
Unite you in the GllAIiD DUJOII, 

Beneath th' Omniscient Eye above, 
The glorious AaoBITBOT divine I 

That you may keep th' VllallaIIiG LDO, 
Still rising by the PLVIlIlBT'1 LAW, 

Till order bright completely shine, 
Shall be my pray'r when far awa'. 

And YOU, farewell I whose merits claim 
JU8tly, that BlonUT BADOB to wear I 

Hea"'n bless your honor'd, noble name, 
To llASOlillY and SearIA dear I 

A last request permit me here, 
When yearly ye asremble a', 

One round, I ask It with a tear, 
To him, the BAaD that'. far awa'. 

11 

Digitized by Google 
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3. AULD LANG SYNE. 
Br BOB.ItT BUB!! •• 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
And never brought to min' ? 

Should auld ac~u&il)tance be forgot, 
And days of Auld lang Syne? 

For Auld Lang Syne, my dear, 
For Auld Lang Syne; 

We'll take a cup of kindness yet, 
For Auld lang Syne. 

An' here" a band, my trusty fier, 
An' gie's a hand of thine; 

An' we'll toom the stowp to friendship's growth, 
And days of Auld Lang Syne. 

For Auld Lang Syne, etc. 

An' Burely ye'l1 be your pint stowp, 
An' Burely I'll be mine; 

An' we'll take a right good willywaught, 
For Auld Lang Syne. 

For Auld lang Syne, etc. 

SECTION SIXTH. 
PVlIJERAL RITIII8. 

1. WREATHE THE MOURNING BADGE AROUND. 
Br BOD 1I0aBIS. 

Air-" rley,f& HyfIUI." 

Wreathe the mourning badge around
Brothers hark I R funeral sound 1 
Where the parted had his home, 
Meet and Ilellr him to the tomb. 

While they journey, weeping, Blow 
Silent, thoughtful let us go; 
Silent-life to him is sealed: 
Thoughtful-death to him'. revealed. 

How hiB life path has been trod, 
Brothers, leave we unto God I 
Friendship's mautle, love and faitb, 
Lend Bw~t fragrance e'cn to death. 
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Here &midst the things tho t sleep. 
Let him rest-his grave is deep i 
Death has triumphed i loving hands 
Can not raiae him from his bands. 

But the emblems tbat we shower, 
Tell us there's a mightier power,
O'er the strength of death and hen, 
Judah'. Lion shall prevail. 

Dult to dust, the dark deeree
Boul to God, the soul is free: 
Leave him with the lowly lain
Brothers, we shall meet again. 

g. PREOIOUS IN THE SIGHT. 
Dr BOD 1I0BBIS. 

Air_u lIOZ4f't." 

Precious in ths sight of heaven 
III the place where Christians die i 

Souls with all their sins forgiven, 
To the courts of glory lIy. 

Enry 8Orrow, every burden, 
Every CBOSS they lay it down i 

JesUII gives them richest guerdol! 
In his own immortal caOWlf. 

Here, above our Brother weeping, 
Through our tears we seize this hope

He in Jesus sweetly sleeping, 
Shan awake iu glory up I 

He hall borne his CBOSS in sorrow, 
Weary pilgrim, all forlorn, 

When the sun shines bright to-morrow, 
'Twill renal his sparkling CBOWIf. 

Knights of Christ, your ranks are broken I 
Close your front I the foe is nigh I 

Slaitld to Shkld I behold the token 
As he saw it in the sky I 

By tM' Sign 80 bright, 80 glorioul, 
y, lliaU conquer if ye stri .... , 

And like him, though dead, victorious, 
In the courts of Jesus livl'. 

13 
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ODD lOB UASONIC OCCASIONS. 

a. UNVAIL THY BOSOM . 
.Air-&c .11 __ J(uricGI JltmUGl, p. 825. 

Unait thy bosom, faithful tomb; 
Take this new treume to thy trust, 

ADd give these sacred relice room 
To Ilumber in the sllent dust. 

Nor pain, nor grie~ nor annona fear, 
Invade thy hound!; no mortal woes 

Can reach the silent sleepers here, 
While angels watch their soft. repole. 

Here, Brother, sleep, beneath the stone 
Which tells a mortal here is laid, 

Beat, here, 'till God Ihall from his throne, 
The darkness break, and pierce the shade. 

Break from his throne, illUltrioDS morn I 
Attend, 0 earth I God'i sov'reign word; 

Beatore thy trns~ glorioul form-
He mUlt ascend to meet his Lord. 

4. BEAR HIM HOME. 
BT aOB KoaalS. 

Bear him home, his bed is made 
In the stillness, in the shade· 
Day has parted, night haa come, 
Bear the Brother to his home. 

Bear him home. 

Bear him home, no more to roam
Bear the tired pilgrim home; 
Forward I all his toils are o'er, 
Home, where journeying i8 no more. 

- Bear him home . 

Lay him down-his bed is here
See, the dead are resting near; 
Brothers they their Brothers own, 
Lay the wanderer gently down. 

Lay him down. 
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ODU FOil MASONIO OCCASIONS. 

u;y him down i let na.ture spread 
Starr;y curtains 0' er the dead i 
La;y him dowu i let a.ngel e;Y88 
View him kindl;y from the skiea. 

!.a;y him down. 

Ah, not ;yet for us, the bed 
Where the faithful pilgrim's laidj 
Pilgrims weep I again to go 
Through liCe's weariness and wOo 

Ah, not;yetl 

Boon 'twill come, if faithful here, 
Boon the end of all our care i 
Strangers here, we seek a home, 
Friends and Saviour, in the tomb. 

Soon 'twill come I 

Let us go, and on our wa;y, 
Faithful journe;y, faithful pra;y i 
Through the sunshine, through the anoW', 
Boldly, Brother pilgrims go I 

Let us gol 

Ii 
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. RECOMMENDATIONS 
01' 

8JmRER~ MASONIC PUBLICATIONS. 

[Fir" and &cond .Edition.] 
BICBIIOB», Va., March 15,1851. 

TID MUTa'e FLOOB O.4BPIIT, oommendl itself to the induetrious 
and Intelligent Master of a Masonic Lodge, as a useful means of con
veying knowledge in the beautiful teachings of Masonry, because it 
enables the Instructor to present to the eye and understanding of the 
Young Mason, the meaning, use, and application of the various emblems, 
and, conseqnently, the duties required by our beloved Institution from 
all who enter the sacred portals. . 

Inetructions from a book are objectionable-they should be discon
tinued-6nd we earnestly recommend TaB FLOOB CA.BPIIT to every Lodge 
in this jurisdiction, as the better plan, and, to our knowledge, the onl1 
commendable mode of imparting Masonic instruction. 

Very Respectfully and Fraternally you .... 
JAMES EVANS, G. M. 

of Lhe M. Wor. G. L. of Virginia. 

I cheerfully conour with the Grand Master. 
JOHN DOVE, G. Beoretary. 

[Fir" and Second Edition.] 

WlLIIIBOTOB, N. C., February 11, 1851. 
Having enmined TaB M48TBB'S CA.BPIIT, purchased by St. Jolin's 

Lodge, No. 1, I take il'eat pleasure in recommending it to the Lodges 
generally, and to those of our own State particularly. The emblems are 
well arranged, and the artietical skill displayed in their 8I:ecution gives 
a Tery pleasing effect to the general appearance of work. Beside, 
being very ornamental, it is the most useful and i t piece of fur-
niture that a Lodge can pOS8eSl. 

Respectfully and 
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2 SHUER'S KASONlC PUBLICATIONS. 

1 fully concur in the opinion expressed by Bro. A. Marlin iu rega.ft 
to the Master'l Carpet. 

A. T. JENKINS, G. lL 

I tnlll concur in the above. 
ROBT. G. RANKIN, 

Gr. Sect'y of Grand C. of N. Oa.,} 
and H. P. of Coucord Chapter, No.1, Wilmington, N. C. 

[FiT.' and &coM Editirm.] 
PORT BUON, N. Y., Jul,.10, 185L 

I have examined the K.UTB1l'S CAJlPET, and do not hesitate to pronounce 
It the most perfect and complete represeutation of tbe 8ymbols and em
blems belonging to the three first degrees of Masonry that I have ever 
leen. As an aid to tbe officers of a Lodlte in conferring the degrees, 
and as a visible reflex of tbe various implements, whicb are indispen_ 
blylmportant to be SROWN and EXPLAINED to the candidate, in his-pro
gress through the degrees, it is of inealculable advantage. 

I readily recognize, and cbeerfully att~t, to the authenticity"f the 
testimonials you bear from Grand Mastcr Evans and Grand Secreta17 
Dove, of Virginia, and Grand Master Jerkins and Grand Secretary Ran
kin, of North Carolina, respecting the value of your Carpet; and it 
a!Fords me great pleasure to commend you to tbe favorable notice of 
Lodges and menlbers of the Fraternity in the State of New York. 

I am Sir, very Trull and Fraternally, Yours, 
FINLEY M. KING, 

Ed. "Maaonic UrMn." 

BUJlLIlIGTON, VT., Aug. 6, A. L 6851. 
The bearer of this has exhibited a MASTER M.uoll's CARPET, which I 

consider well arranged and finely executed; and with pleasure we re
commend it to those Lodges who may wish to purchase 80 nseful and 
indispensable an article appertaining to a ~Iaster's Lodge. 

NATHAN B. HASWELL, P. G. 101 .. 
and Master of Washington Lodge. 

CAJlDElI, N. J., Oct. 17, A. D. 1851. 
1 hve had the pleasure of examining THE MUTER'S CAJlPft, which 

J regard as a vaJlY v ALUABLK ~D to Lodges in their work, and most 
cueerfully comme-nd it to their use. J am well satisfied that no Lodge 
can procure and use one of tbem witbout being amply repllid for the 
cost. I should be pleased to see one in every Lodge in tbis jurisdiction. 

THOMAS W. MUT.FORD, D. G. M . 

.... 
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R __ eadcliorajr_ &km Tovm, G. (J. of the G. Lodg' 01 the 81Gt. 01 
New York. 

To .... BaUlltl •• OJ' TO 11.1.10.10 FILt.'rIIUITY: 

Having seen, and, to some extent, examined, THE MASTER'S CARPET, 
of the 6rst three Masonic degrees, I most cheerfully express my appro
bation of its arrangement and adaptation to the end proposed, and also 
cordially recommend its introduction and use in Master Masons' Lodges, 
as • valuable auxiliary for elucidating the work of those degrees. 

SALEM TOWN, G. C. 
or the G. Lodge of the St.ate of New York. 

,Aurora, July 8, 1861. 

I tully concur in the above. 
W. R. LACKEY, 

Grand King of the Grand Chapter or the State ot MiaiaippL 

HARTFORD, CT., Sept. 27, 1861. 
Tn MUUR'. CARPET, by Brother John Sherer, of Cincinnati, 0., 

'We consider to be 6nely executed, and well arranged for explanation of 
the three first degrees. With pleasure we recommend it to those Lodges 
that need a valuable and useful Carpet. 

HORACE GOODWIN, P. G. M. 

HARRISBURG, PA., Nov. 29, ISVO. 
Ta. MurD's CARPET is not only highly ornamental, but will be 

truly useful wherever lectures are given upon the emblems and symbols 
or our Order. Its utility is great in presenting the whole at a glance, 
and in so bold and prominent a manner as to be easily seen and distin
guished by every member at a reasonable distance. I hope it will adorn 
lIII1Ily of our Lodge-rooms, and lead to a better understanding or the 
symbolical teachings of Masonry. 

Fraternally, Yours, 
BENJ. PARKE, 

Dis. Dep. G. M. for the Central District of Penn., and} 
High Priest of Perseverance Chapter, No. 21. 

[FOIWtll Editi01l.] 
We reel that we are but expressing the united sentiments ot all who 

have examined your handsome Carpets, when we say they are incom. 
parably better, both in arrangement and completeness, than any thing 
heretofore published. With your Master's Carpet suspended upon the 
wall, dull and ignorant indeed must be the Lodge officer who would fail 
to makc an interesting lecture. The emblems speak their own tale, 
trumpet-tongued, to an informed Mason, while the natural chain of con
nection, so well dra.wn in your work, leads the mind eMily and infltlli
bly from tho 6rst step to the last, from the quarry to the temple, from 
the thicke~t niehl. to the cll'arest dAY, 

Digitized by Google 



BDDa's MASONIO PUBLICATIONS. 

We c.beerfUUy join in advising every Lodge to poaseBII iteell of .001'1 
.. lOOn as poaaible. 

THOMAS WARE, G. M. of the G. L. of Kenmcq. 
MARCUS. M. TYLER, D. G. M. 
HENRY WINGATE, P. G. M. 
JNO. D. MoCLURE, P. G. M. 
PHILIP SWIGERT, Grand Bee. 
CHAB. G. WINTERSMITH, P. G. M. 
J. M. 8. MoCORKLE, P. G. M. 
D. T.MON8ARRA~8.G.W. 
J08EPH GRUB, P. G. H. of Ark. 

Luingttm, Ky., .Aug. 29, 1868. 

We cheerfully conour in the above. 
C. MOORE, Ed. 11. JlniftI. 
DB. J. L. V ATTIEB, D. P. G. II • 

....... ti, 0., &pI. 6, 1868. 

[Fourth Edilitm.] 

CaooKKT, Texas, Feb. 20, 1854. 
~,,~ave carefully uamined the HAsTKa'. CAaPIIT, and have no heal

ta\w~ ill pronouncing it the most perfect representation of llIe emblems 
of,~ Q bymbolic degrees that we have ever seen. 

T"e I'1'C8iding officer, with this Carpet before him, who can not forci
bly ineulcate the several Masonic Lectures, must be wholly unacqnainted 
with the MalOnic Ritual; the emblems naturally lead the mind on, step 
by step, and in such a forcible manner, that it is impossible to err, or 
vary from the true principles of Masonry. 

Every Lodge, in onr opinioD, should be furnished with one of th_ 
Carpets, not only for the use of the officers, but also for the benelit or 
candidate. and young Masons, as we believe this to be the mOlt e1l'eo-
tual and true mode of imparting Masonic Light. . 

WM. M. TAYLOR, G. M. of the G. L. of Texas. 
JAMES Y. HALL, O. S, of the G. C. and P. D. D. G. X. 
E. B. NICHOLS, Grand Treasurer. 
JOHN SAYERS. Past Orand Master of the G. Lodge. 
W. D. SMITH, P. G.Lecturer and P.D. D. G. Master. 
W. B. OCHELTREE, P. O. M. of the G. L. of TeJ:a8. 
A. 8. RUTHVEN, Orand Secretary. 
HENRY 8AMPSON, D. D. G. Master. 
8AM'L M. WILLIAMS, P. G. Master. 

I fully concnr in the foregoing certilicates. 
• A. NEILL, P. O. Master of the G. L. of Texas. 

8eguiIt, Nay 4, A. D. 1864. . 
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"'be MAlITBB'S CAll PET, published by JOUII' SUBIlKB, of Cincinnati; 
Obio, is not only highly ornamental, but, in our opinion, will be useful 
wherever lectures are given upon the emblems and symbols of our Order. 
Its utility is great in presenting the whole at a single glance, and in 80 
conspicuous a manner as to be seen by every member at a reasonable 
distance j and were our Lodge rooms all furnished witb this Carpet, it 
would lead to a better understanding of Symbolic Masonry. 

lV. B. lV ARREN, G. M. of the G. L. of 111. 
JAMES L. ANDERSON, Deputy G. M. of the G. L. of Ill. 
S. J. PICKETT, P. G. M. 
E. B. AMES, P. G. M. 
W. O. HOPP, P. G. M. 
N. D. MORSE, P. G. M. 
LEVI LUSK, P. G. M. 

8pringfteld, Ill., Oct. 6, 1803. 

[Fo'"th Edition.] 

Raoloed, That the Grand Lodge of the SI ... 18 of Gcorgia recommend 
to tbe Subordinate Lodges under ber jurisdiction, that, as Boon as prac-
ticable, tbey 8upply themselves, respectively, with the finely executed • 
MAITSIl'S CAll PET, publisbed by JOHN SHBIlBB, of Cincinnati, Ohio, for 
the use of Lodges throughout the United States-it being an article of 
great bebuty and utility, and commending itself to the favorable·consld
eration ot" the Crsft generally. 

Maco", Georgia, 1852. 

Ruolvtd, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be presented to Bro. 
JOBII' SUBBEIl, of Cincinnati, Ohio, for one of his new and beautiful 
improved MASTEIl'S CAIlPBTI presented to this Grand Lodge, and that 
the said CAIlPBT be recommended to the patronage of the Subordinate 
Lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge. 

Presented by Bro. G. Bowl.by, of No. 17, and unanimously adopted 
by the Grand Lodge. 

Indimlapolil, Ind., May 81, 1855. 

Raoloed, That the thanks of thi8 Grand Lodge be tendered to Brother 
JOBII' SUEREIl, of Cincinnati, Ohio, for a copy of his improved Mu
TEll'S CAIlPBT, and that it be recommended to the patronage of the Sub
ordinate Lodges under tbis jurisdiction .. 

Spriftg/kld, JU., Oct. 6, 1856. 

FLOIlIDA, - --1854-
Brother. Stephens moved the following: 
Having examined the MASONIC CBAIlT, published by John Sherer, for 

the use of Lodges throughout tbe United States, exhibited by Brother 
Randall, of Georgia, we pronounce it an article of great beauty and 
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utility. and moat cordially recommend iL to all the Subordinate LodgM 
within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, and we further recommend, 
that Lhe Representatives of the diiTerent Lodges avail themselves of the 
present opportuuity of supplying their respective Lodgea wilh thil 
e88enUal article. [Which was adopted.] 

Wlureal, We have examined the MA.STEll MMox's C .... PB'l'. pubUlhed 
by Bro. John Sherer, of Cincinnat~ Ohio, for the use of Lodges through
out the United State., and believe it to be a work of great utility; 
Therefore, 

RuolfJed, That this Grand Lodge do moat cordially recommend the 
l\(aster Mason's Carpet, 4th edition. to all the Subordinate Lodgea in the 
State of North Carolina. 

RakigA, Nov. 7.1865. 
Adopted by Grll.lld Lodge of North Carolina. 

[7'1aird EditioR.] 
I have examined the Master', Carpet, and have no hesitation in pro

nouncing it the most perfect representation of tbe emblems of tbe sym
bolic degrees that I have ever seen. I am clearly of Lhe opinion that it 
will be found invaluable to the Ma8ter who presides over a Subordinate 
Lodge. in assisting him to properly ('on fer and explain the degrees to 
a young Mason as be passes through the same. 

I do moat cordially recommend the use of aaid Carpet to the Craft 
generally. and more particularly to tbe brethren under the jurisdiction 
of the Grand Lodge of Texas. 

JAMES M. HALL, 
Grand Bee. of the G. C. of Teus,l 

and P. D. D. G. M. of the G. L. of Texaa. S 

Relolve4. That tbe thanks of this General Royal Arch Chapl~r be pre
sented to Companion JOHN SBJ:RX" ot Cincinnati, Ohio, who has pre
sented to this Grand Chapter a copy of his beautiful "Cluzptt:r IlIId 
Cbuneil Carpet," Bnd that said CA.RPET is hereby recommended to the 
patronage of the several Chapters subordinate to this Grand ChapLet. 

Lcr:itagton, Ky .• September 29. 1862. 

By Compo Morris-
lluolwd, That the thanks of the Grand Chapter be granted to Comp. 

JORN SDRE" for his very elegant present of a copy of his imprond 
ROY4lArch Carpet; and Lhat the Grand Chapter repeat their approbation. 
as expressed last yeaf. of this beautiful and complete draft of all the em
blems and written instructions belonging to the Chapter degrees; and 
that the Grand Secretary be direeted to take charge of and prese"e h. 

Lnirtgton, Kg., Stpttmber 1. 1853. 
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NEW OBLEAIIS, J..A., 1858. 
Buoll1d, That the Grand Chapter accept the valuable present made 

118 by Companion JOHII SIIBBEa, of Cincinnati, of a copy of hia improved 
Jlaaurr, Choptfr, and COU7IciC Carytt, and that the Grand Secretary place 
it. in the Library of the Grand Chapter. 

Ruowttl, That the improved Carpet of Companion Sherer is worthy 
of the moat extensive patronage of the Companions of this jurisdiction, 
beil1g equally adapted for the parlors of the refilled, and the walls of the 
Chapter room: that its elegance of design, correctness of sym bolism, and 
"rtfT moderate price leave nothing wanting which such a work can sup
ply, and that the Grand Chapter recommend it to the general favor as a 
correct and reliable production. 

JAC][80N, Feb. 3d, A. L. 6858, A. D. 1858. 

8_fr', 8ymbolic Chartr.-At the Fortieth Grsnd Annual Communi
cation of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Mississippi, which convened at the 
city of Jackson, on Monday, the 18th day of Janul\ry, A. L.6858, A. 
D. 1858, the Committee of the Grand Lodge, to whom was referred the 
SIIiBOLIC PLATES, presented by nrother John Sherer, of Cincinnat~ pre
sented the following report: 

That the plates contain a full and beautiful representation of all the 
emblems pertaining to the d'l!reea of SnlBoLlo MA80NEY, appropriately 
arranged in separate plate a for each degree; and they consider them a 
uaefnl appendage to the fixtnrea of a Lodge-room, and take pleasure in 
recommending them as a correct, useful, and convenient aid to the om
cera of Lodges in conferring the degrees. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEO. H. GRAY, SEll.,} 
W. A. CHAPLIN, Gbmmitte,. 
W. R. LACKEY, 

Put. Grand Muter Wingate, from the Committee to whom was re
terred 80 much of the Graud Master's address 0.8 rl'llate8 to Brother 
Sherer'8 plates, made the following report) which W.&8 concurred in, and 
the resolutions accompauying it adopted, viz: 

The Committee to whom WILl referred ao much of the Grand Master's 
address as relates to the plates presented by Bro. John Sherer, of Cin
cinnati, have attenden to that duty, and beg leave to report: 

Thia Grand Lodge having previously and on repeated occasions pub. 
Ii,hed their approbation of Bro. Sherer's Masonic Carpets, it is only 
nl!Cel8ary here to say, that the present enterprise is even more worthy 
of your approbation than t.he former. The elegance of these plates is 
the least of their merita, yet nothing has ever been otfertld to the Fra
ternity, within oor knowledge, to compare with them in elegance. 
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Their prime merit is the perfection of the symbols, and the perfect pro
priety of their arrangement. In these Bro. Sherer has been particalarly 
happy. 

Your Committee submit the following resolutions, viz: 
lluollled, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky are pre

sented to Bro. John Sherer for hia present of a full set of hia .,.mbolic 
plate ..... U handsomely framed. 

lluolfled, That the emblems, and the manner of their arrangement, 
adopted in Sherer's plates, comports, in our judgment, with the ancient 
work of Masonry, and affords "the safest, most reliable, and moat con
venient aid to the proper conferring of the three first degrees. 

H. WINGATE. 
M. J. WILLIAMS. 
w. JL VANPELT. 

The following report, from the Special Committee on the Emblema 
presented by Bro. Sherer, was read and adopted : 
To 'rim lIIl. W. GLUID lLuua, WAJUlua AlCJI 

BUTIOU or TU GuXD LODGE or TUd: 
Your Committee appointed to examine Sherer's Masonic Degree Book, 

have carefully enmined the same, and belt leave to report that the plates 
are neatly executed, and the emblems well and correctly arranged, and 
that they will greatly facilitate the lecturer in exemplifying the work in 
the first three degrees, Rnd cheerfully recommend them to the patronage 
of the Lodges and brethren under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. J. A. LAWRENCE. 

J. M. ANDERSON. 

LoUISVILLE, Ky., October 19, 1858. 
The CA.BPBTB of Brc. JNO. SHEBEB have been the admitted Standard 

in Kentucky, ever since the first were published. And although imi. 
tions by ingenious brethren, have been brought into market from time 
to time, yet none of them have been thought equal to Bro. Sherer'L 
For my part I do not see how they could be improved. 

ROB MORRIS, 
Grand AlGII«' of Kmtucq • 

.An improved CHJ.PTEB A.ND COUNOIL C.ur.PBT, six feet .quare, fin
ished in the same style as the Master's Carpet, is now ready for delivery. 

All these publications, whether carpets, plates, books, or diplomas, will 
be forwarded by express or otherwise, as ordered, to any part of the 
United States or Canada. The trade supplied on usual terms. 
Addreu John Shersr, Cincinnati, Ohio, or Rob Morris, Louilville, Ky. 
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~oa 8.A.LB BY 

ROB MORRIS, 
.LT BIS OPl'IOK 

47~ MAIN STREET. 
J.OIJISVILJ.E, IT. 

1. SHERER'S MASONIC CARPETS. 
These are of two sorts. The first is a Master'. Carpet, 6 by 7 feet In 

Bize, finished in map style, molding at top, with roller at bottom, diver
sified and rich in its colorings. The other presents the emblems of the 
Blue Lodge, Chapter and Council Degrees, the same size, 6 by 7 teet, and 
finished in the same manner. 

These Carpets have been so long before the Masonic public, although 
from time to time greatly improved and beautified, that no further d6-
scriptiou is needed. Official recommendations have been extended in their 
favor by the Grand Lodges and Chapters of Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky. Louisiana, Missi88ipp~ North Carolina and 
Texas, while letters of approbation have been given by many such men 
as Finley M. King, Rob Morris, John Dove, James Evans, James M. 
Hall, Cornelius Moore, Nathan B. Haswell, Salem Town, Benj. Parke, 
Ho~e Goodwin, Philip Swigert. 

2. SHERER'S MASONIC DEGREE BOOK. 
This is a collection of emblematic plates, suitable for framing sepa

rately, or for binding in a volume. The size of each plate is 20 by 26 
inches. They are from the finest lithographic drawings, printed in col
ors on the best plate paper. The correctness of their symbolisms and 
eleganoe of exeoution are vouched for by a long array of the intelligen' 
Brethren who have examined them. As a frontispiece, there is a mag
nificent engraving, size as above, of "Jerusalem Besieged by Titus," 
.ken from Bartlett's "Walks about Jernsalem." This alone is worth 
the price of the whole volnme. 

3. THE GEMS OF MASONRY, 
Emblematic and Descriptive, by John Sherer. 

! 
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4. VIEW OJi' JERUSALE~I AS BESIEGED 
BY TITUS. 

This is a magnificent Lithograph, printed in ('olora in the best style of 
Sarony, ndmitted to be the best living Lithographer. He has pro
nounced it his chef d'lZuvre, anu no one will dispute the eorrectncss of 
his judgment who has a glimpse of it. For a parlor ornament, it ia 
perfection itself. For a Lodge, nothing is more appropriate. 

The View is 20 by 26 inches in dimensions, and will be sent securel,T 
packed in a tin case to any part of the continent for ~2 00. 

5. VIE\V OF SOLOMO~'S TE:\IPLE, 
Engraved at Boston, upon two stcel plates-full dimensions, 24 by 42 

inches-at a cost exceeding Two Thousand Dollars. This is the 
celebrated design of Chancellor Schott, of Hamburg-h, and the most 
complete explication of the inspired account of the great F,uE ever 
published. Nothing but an examination will give a full idea of the 
vast amount of instruction to be derh·cd from this engrnving j the border 
designs, of which there are eight, the subsidiary drawings below the 
main picture, of which there are four, aUlI the Scripture and historical 
passages thickly interspersed, make it a perfect cyclopedia of the subject. 
Price, in sheets for framing, :32.00 j colored and finished in map form, 
molding at top and roller at bottom, $3.00. 

6. THE FREE;\IASON'S MONITOR, 
By ThomM Smith Webb, with notes Ilnd running comment by Rob 

Morris. This ('dilion of the old ILnd standard author, whose production 
has so long maintained its place in public favor amid the com
petition of nearly a score of imitations, is rendered imml'nscly more 
valuable by the learning ILnd experi,'nce of the prescnt Editor. ~Ir. 
Morris has brought all his knowledge of Masonic law and usage to beal 
in making this work an indispl'llsilble aid to Masters, Wardens, and 
Brethren throughout the great :Fraternity. 

7. MASONIC DIPLOMAS 
Of the various Degrees and Orders of the Blue Lodge, Chapter, Council 
and Encampment. Those of the Lodge nrc in three languages, viz.: 
English, German and French. Those of the Chapter have the Spanish 
in addition, ILnd the Council Diploma is appended. Those of the En
campment are in English. 

These Diplomas are printed both on bank-note paper and parchment, 
and bound in tuck for pocket use. Be~ides the usual letter-pross of Ito 

Diploma, they present an elegant compendium of the emblems proper 
to each. The form used is Recording to the best standards. 
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8. THE VOICE OF MASONRY AND 
TIDINGS FROM THE CRAFT. 

A large folio newspaper published semi-monthly, devoted exclusively 
to Freemllsonry. Price One Dollllr per annum, or to Canada and Nova 
Scotia, One Dollar and Twenty-Five Cents. Edited and publisbed by 
Rob Morris, Louisville, Ky. 

9. THE UNIVERSAL MASONIC LIBRARY. 
CONSISTISG OF FIFTY-THREE STANDARD WORKS. 

These works are bound handsomely and most substantially in Leatber, 
in thiny Tolumes Octa\"o, averaging 400 pages, and are afforded at the 
extremely low price of Fifty Dollars per set delivered in Louisville. 
Volumll First-

1. Dictionary of Symbolical Masonry, including tbe Royal 
Arch. By Oliver. 801 pllges. 

2. The Book of tbe Lodge, or Ufficers' Manual. By tbe same. 
119 pages. 

~olume Second-
8. Symbol of Glory. By the same. 810 pages. 
4. Spirit of Masonry. By Hutchinson. 245 pages. 

Volume Tbird-
o. llIustrations of Masonry. By Preston. 405 pages. 

Volume Fourth-
6. Antiquities of Masonry. By Oliver. 260 pages. 
i. Masonic Discourses. By Harris. 176 pages. 

Volume Fifth-
8. History of Freemasonry, from 1829 to 1841. 137 pages. 
9. Mirror for the Jobannite Mason. By the same. 110 pages. 

10. Star in the ERst. By the snme. 91 pages. 
Volume Sixtb-

11. Disquisitions of Masonry. By Calcott. 176 pagel. 
12. Masonic Manual. By Ashe. 231 pages. 

Volume Seventh-
13. Revelations of a Square. By Oliver. 328 pages. 
14. Introduction to Freemasonry. Anonymou~. 87 pages. 

Volume Eighth-
15. History of Initiation. By Oliver. 234 pages. 
16. History and Illustration of Freemasonry. Anon. 91 pp 
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Volume Ninth-
17. Constitution Grand Lodge, England. 92 pages. 
18." " "Ireland. 91 pages. 
19." " "Scotland. 117 pages. 

Volume Tenth-
20. Theocratic Philosophy of Masonry. By Oliver. 205 pagel. 

21. Signs and symbols of Masonry. By the same. 184 pages. 
Volumes Eleventh and Twclfth-

22. The Historical Landmarks of Masonry. By Oliver. VoL 
1.-426 pages. Vol. 11.-450 pages. 

23. Stray Leaves from a Freemason's Note Book. AnonymoUL 
165 pages. 

Volume Thirteenth-
24. Apology for the Order. Translated from the French. By 

H. W. Thorpe. 41 pages. 
26. The Maaonic Schism. By Oliver. 46 pages. 
26. Insignia of the Royal Arch. By the same. 85 pages. 
27. The Secret Discipline. Anonymous. 87 pages. 

Volume Fourteenth-
28. Lights and Shadows of Freemasonry. By Rob Morris. 890 pp. 

Volume Fifleenth-
29. Anderson's Ancient Constitutions. 108 pages. 
80. History of Freemasonry, up to 1829. By Lawrie. 208 pp. 

Volume Sixteenth-
81. Masonic Sermons. By Jethro Inwood. 268 pages. 
82. Three Sermons. By William J. Percy. 54 pages. 

Volume Sevcnteenth-
88. Principles of Masonic Law. By A. G. Mackey. 871 pp. 

Volume Eighteenth-
84. History of Masonic Persecutions. By Oliver. 283 pages. 
85. Masonic Institutes. By Oliver. 196 pages. 

Volumes Nineteenth, Twentieth, Twenty-first, and Twenty-second-
36. History of the Knights Hospitallers, of 8t. John of Jeru

salem. By De Vertot. 4 vols., 887, 891, 360, and 895 pp. 
87. Statutes of the Knights Templar of Englllnd aud Wales. 

29 pages. 
Volume Twenty-third-

88. Use and Abuse of Freemasonry. By Smith. 111 J'84ea. 
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89. Life in the Triangle. By Rob Alorris. 170 pages. 
40. Historical Sketch of the Order of Knights Templar. By T. 

8. Gourdin. 41 pages. 
Volume Twenty-fourth-

41. Manual of Masonic Music. By J. B. Taylor. 386 pages. 
Volume Twenty-fifLh-

42. Masonry and Anti-Masonry. By Alfred Creigh, M. D. 
388 pages. 

43. An Appeal to the Inhabitants of Vermont on the subject of 
the Anti-Masonic Excitement, April, 1829. By Philip C. 
Tucker. 131lagcs. 

44. An Address to the ~Iasonic Convention at Middlebury, Ver
mont. April 7, 1829. By Jonathan A. Allen, M. D. 
12 pages. 

Volumes Twenty-sixth and Twenty-seventb-
46. The Freeml\8on's Monthly Mapzine, 1855. Two volumes 

400 and 3BO pages. 
Volume Twenty-eighth-

46. The Mystic Tie. By A. G. Mackey. 234 pages. 
47. Narrative of tbe Anti-Masonic Excitement, 1826 to 1829. 

By Brown. 190 pages. 
48. Oration at the Re-interment of Gen. Joseph Warren, 1776. 

By Percy )Iorton. 12 pages. 
Volume Twenty-ninth-

49. Philosophical Pbilosopby of Masonry. By A. C. L. Arnold. 
:.!84 pages_ 

Volume Thirtieth-
60. Speculative l\Io.~ollry. By Salem Town. 
61. By-laws of th~ I.odge of Antiquity. London, 1723. 
62. Ancient Po('m on the Constitutions of Masonry, 1326. 
68. Tbe Egyptiun and H"hrew Symbols. By P.Jl"tal. 

What all invaluable I.ihrary is this for the use of a wl'lI-g,,,-erned, 
well-instructed, and zellious Lodge, bent upon accomplishing tbe lofty 
aims of Freemasonry without the calculation of chances or fear of 
failure I What brother, witb generous and laudable a.'piralion" will 
attempt to stand before the great Fraternity before qualifying him~elf 
with tbe knowledge embodied in these books I 
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IIA""NIC PUBLlCATIONS. 

AGENTS FOR SHERER'S MASONIC PUBLICATIONS. 

ROB MORRIS, J,ouis'I"ilh.', Ky. 
D. NORCROSS,44 Sacramento, above Montgomery street, San 

Francisco, Cal. 
JAMES lIf. HALL, Crockett, Texas. 
Dr. J. B. RANDALI~ Marietta, Ga. 
SAM. G. RISK, Grand Secretary, New Orleans, La. 
CARTER & CABERRY, Jeweler., Chicago, Ill. 
JOHN SCOTT, Nevada, Iowa. 
JAMES O. MELLICK, Detroit, Michigan 
A. S. RUTHVAN, Grand Secrdary, Galveston, Texas. 

W"M. ADDIS, 
48 Sixth Street, near Walnut, Cincinnati, Ohio, 

l\IANUF ACTURER OF 

MASONIC CLOTHING; 
Master :Mason, Royal Arch, Council, and Knights 

Templar Street Clothing, and Costume 
of every Description; 

COLT,ARS, JEWELS, AND CARPETS FOR BLUE LODGE, 

CHAPTER AND COUNCIL, AND DIPLOMAS 

FOR TUE CRAFT. 

ON HAND AND FOR SALE, 

Webb's Monitor, with Rob Morris' Comments. 

Gems of MaMnry. Emblematic and Descriptive, by J. Sherer. 

Freemasons' Gnidl', by Robert l\Iacoy. :::; 
Stewart's Freemllsons' Manual. 

The Craftsman, by C. Moore. 
-ALSO-

ALL OF SUEIlER'''' ,"\1Ut,tCATUlNS. 
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