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BE I'l' REMEMBERED, That on the twenty-seventh day of October, in the

Semennse ¥ forty first year of the Independence of the United States

SEAL of America, Samuel Cole, and Benjamin Edes, of the said

) District, have deposited in this office the title of a Book,

Reweote  the right whereof they claim as Proprietors, in the words
following, to wit:

“The Freemasons’skibrary, and General Ahiman Rezon; containing a
“delineation of the true principles of Preemasonry, Speculative and Opera-
*stive, Religious and Moral: compiled from the wnitings of the most approv-
“ed Authors, with Notes and occasional Remarks. By Samuel Cole, 2. Jf.
*Qf Concordia and Cassia Lodges, P. G. S. of the G. L. of Md. K. T.
“K. M. &c. In principio erat Sermo ille, et Sermo ille erat apud Deum;
“eratque ille Sermo Dcus —Evangelium Secundum Joannem. —At first she
“will walk with him by crooked ways, and bring fear and dread upon him,
*and prove him by her discipline, until she may trust his soul, and try him
“by her lags. Then will she return the straight way unto him, and comfort
shim ayd shew him her secrets.—Ecclesiasticus.

In conformity to an act of the Congress of the United States, entitled,
t¢An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of ma&s.
charts and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, during the
times therein mentioned;” and also to the act, entitled, ¢ An act supplemen-
tary to the act, entitled, an act for the encou ment of learning, by secur-
ing the copies of maps, charts and books, tontiee authors and proprietors of
such copies, during the times therein mentioned, and extending the bene-
fits thereof to the arts of designing, engraving and etching historical and
other prints? PHILIP MOORE,

Clerk of the District of Maryland.



SANCTION OF THE GRAND LODGE OF .M.dh!’“.N’D.

WHEREAS, By a Resolution of the @ranp Lobcg of
Maryland, Brothers P. P. Ecker, H. S. KeaTiNGE, W,
Frick, E. G. Woonyear and G. R. STEWART, were ap-
pointed a Committee to superintend the publication of a
new edition of the AHIMAN REZON, proposed to be pub-
lished by Brother Samvuer CoLe, under the title of the
"WREEMASONS LIBRARY, and to give the same the sanc-
tion of the Graxb LobnGe: S
BE I'T KNOWN, That said Committee having exam-
ined said Work, do find it, in every respect, worthy of the
sanction of the GraNp LobgE, and consequently recom-
mend it to all masons, as a JeRY% Guide.
PHILIP P. ECKEL,
HENRY 8. KEATINGE, g
WILLIAM FRICK, 3
EDWARD G. WOODYEAR, §
G. R. STEWART.

[4 note, of which the following is a copy, was received by
the Compiler before the Grand Lodge Committee (of whom
the writer is a member ) were called upon for their opinion
and sanction of the Work. I take pleasure in annexing it

to the foregoing Certificate.)
RESPECTED BROTHER,

I have perused your manuscript
copy of the «Freemasons’ Library, &c.” with much satis-
faction. Your arrangement of the different degrees in
Masonry is judicious, your selections from different au-
thors pleasing; and your quotations from Holy Writ, use-
ful and instructive. As far as I am capable of judging, it
is the best work of the kind I have seen: believing, that it
will serve the experienced brother as a yseful remembran-
cer, and the young beginner in Masonry as a correct and
pleasing instructor.  Your Byother,

PH. P. ECKEL.



PREFACR. .

Tas longth of time which has clapsed since the first
publication of a Maryland <Ahiman Rezon”—the very
limited edition of that work, and the many important facts
which have since occurred, in the history of Masonry in
Maryland—seemed to render a work like the present a de-
sideratum. At the solicitation of a number of worthy breth-
ren, whose able assistance and co-operation were promis-
od and faithfully given, I was induced to undertake this
eompilation. It was ssbegun, continued, and ended,” amidst-
the bustle of an active business, which left me but little leis-
ure, to attend to imaccuracies, of arrangement, or style, and
which has neceasarily delayed its appearance much beyond
the expected period of its publication.

To the kind and indulgent members of the Fraternity,
little more, I trust, need be said, to palliate the imperfec-
tions of the work now offered to their notice. I do notpro-
fess to be a writer; nor should I now have intruded myself
before my brethren, in that character, had I not reposed too
much confidence in their benevolence, to dread their crificism.
The truth is, I have received such valuable aid in the p
cution of my labours, that I have had little more to do, than
to abridge, arrange, and set in order, the many books and:"
manuscripts, which have been placed in my hands. Tlgs
bas been done, in duch a way as appeared best calculated &
illustrate and explain the several degrees of the Order.

‘With respect to any hope of pecuniary emolument, I must
entreat my brethren fo believe that no such sordid motive .
eutered into my views—I am a Mason—and am in love with
Masonry; and no man, who ia duly impressed with the proud
pre-eminence of this noble Order, this radiant emanation of
Divine Love, can feel the chilling influence of avarice. Neo!
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the precepts of our Institution, the laws’ of our Founder, the
universal practice of our members, forbid the grovelling idea
of selfish considerations. The Temple of Masonry bears on
its front the impress of an Almighty Builder—the tide of
time has dashed against its walls in vain—the storms of per-
secution have passed over it with harmless fury—the shafts
of malice have fallen, innoxious, at its threshold—the as-
saults of its foes have ended in their own disgrace. What,
but the work of a Divine Master, could thus have withstood
the all-subduing influence of time, the rage of human pas-
sions, the ceaseless revolutions of all mortal things!—

I cannot, perhaps, conclude this short address in more ap-
propriate terms, than those to be found in the following ex-
tracts of aletter, which was kindly put into my hands a few
days ago, by a much esteemed and distinguished member of
eur Fraternity. The brief analysis which it contains of
Masonry, cannot be too deeply impressed upon the minds
of all, who are, or would become, Free and Accepted Ma-
sons.

) Natches, May 27, 1817.

«Your fricndly letter of the 22d ultimo, I have had the pleasure to receive
—I thank you for the expressions of brotherly kindnegs therein, and shall
pray Almighty God to enable us, in future life, to know, feel, and enjoy eve-
ey masonic blessing within our reach. '

“Wait atime with patience” until I present before you the outline of my
masonic life. From an early period I became in principle a mason, and avail-
@d myself of the first opportunity of initiation, and in the first degree per-
aeived, that inappretiable blessings were before me, solemn and extremely
important principles of divine truth were inculcated. In the second degree
T obtained rules to reduce to practice the principles of the first. The third
degree afforded a rich treasure of theoretical and practical morality, en-
abling the candidate to regain the image of the divine ¢.dleim,” surmount
every difficulty, and scale the mount of God. Inthe M. mason’s degree I
obtained a plan “well ordered in all things” to avert the evils of any disor-
ganizing power, and prevent the calamities of poverty and want. AsaP.
M. 1 learned the true art of governing myself, and those over whom I should
. be appointed to preside. In the M. E. Master’s degree I was carried back
to the time when the temple was finished, the capstone brought forth with
shoutings of ¢grace, grace toit,” the ark “safely seated, the M. E. masters
prostrate before the Eternal, praising his goodness and mercy, and the fire
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of heaven not only burning on the holy altar, but in the hearts of the worthy;
my heart was touched as with a live coal from the altar, and I could not but
exclaim, “glory to God in the highest.”

In the R. A. mason’s degree I beheld myself exalted to the top of Pisgah,
an extensive scenc opened to my view of the glory and goodness of the M,
E. H. P. of our salvation. Idug deep for hidden treasures, found them, and
regained the omnific word. In the order of Melchizedec, a degree of Priest
hood was presented to me more excellent than that of Levi, a surety of &
better tzstamcnb—-—holy, harmless, and unchangeable. 8till pressing for-
ward for the prize; 1 obtained the beautiful and interesting degree of the
«select mason,” in which I received a golden chain of traditional knowledge
extending from Fnoch to H. A. elucidating and explaining many impor-
tant subjects heretofore obscure. Several minor degrees were communi-
eated, and to close this part, I received the ancient degree of the Mediterra-
nean, a degree extremely useful and valuable to a seaman. Here Imade s
pause in my researches into antiquity.

After resting a few months, my mind hungered for more of the rich viands
of divine truth, I became a K. R. C. a degree really connected with the R.
A. as it exhibits a continuation of the same pious labours. Changing my
warlike furniture. I became a pilgrim, and with my stsff, scrip, and sandals,
travelled to the awful dome of the K. T. and sued for admittance, I gained it;
trod the paths of my redeemer, drank the bitter cup, was crucified with him,
and triumphed over death and hell. To this solemn degree was soon added
that of Malta, where my masonic career stops for the present.

Masonry with usis in prosperity, as it will always be where its professors
are intelligent and faithful. With Isaiah I can truly say «the wilderness and sol-
itary places are glad, the desert rejoices and blossoms as the rose.”
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TO proclaim and encourage virtue, in whatever form it
may appear, is truly laudable, and will always meet with
the approbation of the good in this, and every other coun-
try. Such has been the endeavour of FREEMASONRY, from
the earliest periods to the present day.

When the wild savage leaped from his den, in all the
horrors of barbarian ferocity; and men knew no rights but
thoscof the strongest: FREEMAsoNRrY, shackled, but not de-
stroyed, cxerted itsell in filial tenderness, parental regard,
an adoration of some deity, and gratitude for benevolent
actions. B

In the dark pages of primeval history, when mad ambi-
tion rashly overrun the bounds of property, trod uncon-
trouled the barren wilds of savage freedom: it was then that
the Originals of our present Order, framed the rude but
glorious superstructure of the moral world: and we plainly
perceive that MasoNry has in all ages been instrumental
in ameliorating the condition of the human race.

The disciples of Religion and Vitruvious, have in all ages
gone hand in hand; and we sce the moral and divine pre-
cepts of the gospel have, from time kinmemorial, been in-
troduced gnder the symbolic expressions of Masonic art.

1

-
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e ORIGIN OF MASONRY.

FREEMASONRY (or VIRTUE, its christian name) ventured
to correct the ferocious manners of men, to tame their sav-
age cruelty, convoke their synod, frame their laws, and, with
a sort of magic power, convert the lawless robber into the
peaceful citizen: *Twas the order of Philanthropy; or, to
speak more modernized, of Freemasonry.

The structures of humanity were often erazed by the in-
roads of barbarian fury, mutilated by the ignerant monk,
and, in ancient times,, often prostituted to the service of an
ecclesiastic council; where debate, rancour, and animosity,
with daring projects, were too often seen, through the gilded
veil of clerical dignity. The religious, it is well known,
ingrossed in the early ages of christianity, the whole stock
of general knowledge, together with christian learuings
and whatever mankind might be possessed of, flowed through
the channels of intolerant zeal, and religious prejudice.
The ignorance of monkish transcribers has been already
very judiciously detected, in a former Masonic Treatise,*
and I fear they have been less merciful, respecting the car-
dinal expression Philanthropy, erasing the four first letters
and inserting Mis, exposed to the world that horrid collec-
tion of Letters, MisaNTHROPY. _

From this mistake alone religious persecution raged, car-
nage strewed the glains with the mangled badies of our no-
ble ancestors, laid waste the ripening ficlds of golden har-
vest, and devastation raged, until the Masonic spirit broke
open the monastic prison and exposed the holy cheat; by
them has the original expression ever been held sacred.

From that period the clouds of darkness began to disap-
pear. Virtue travelled westerly, and meeting with patrons,
has now fixed her scat, with imperial greatness, in the
Grand and Subordinate Lodge of North America.

It is a public misfortune, that the purity of manners of a
Society, which exceeds every other, should not be more gen-
erally known among all ranks, especially the lower orders;
the people have been long ignorant of the Masonic principles.
Virtue, when hunted from her abode on the Continent of
Europe, seems to have formed her only phalanx in this Socie-
ty: to wipe the tear from the eye of distress, to cheer the
heart of the unfortunate, clothe the naked, feed the hungry,
and prevent, by anticipation, the wants of the unfortunate,
has always been the practice of Masoygs.

See Annotations of Mr. Locke, under the name of Peter Gower, in Pres
{ow’e Lllustrations of Masanry, p. 136, ]

Pad
'
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" 'We may equal, but cannot surpass such actions: it is not
here they can be excelled; and it is our fervent wish that
people may no longer be ignorant of the principles of the
institution; such a confession, indeed, reflects on themselves
as men: nor should they perplex the mind in the minute in-
vestigation of the secret signs, when they reflect that the base
of this Order is Charity, the figurative and typical émblems
are illustrations of a nobler subject. K Buildings, however
strong or noble, will decay; but Virtue, immortal Virtue!
takes its flight from these to the celestial abodes, and is at
last received into the bosom of its God.

Far different from the design of many meetings of the
day, whose prominent feature is excess, the Freemasons are
a standing exception; they revel in Charity and riot in no-
bleness of heart.

Freemasons are a public benefit to the world, uniting in
the strongest ties the pcople of all countries; their language
is as general as that of the eyes, and in all parts of the
globe it is understood; by communicative signs it has be-
come peculiarly valuable, and Freemasons possess, what
the learned have sought in vain, an invariable cypher for :
§eneral communication: theirs is a sort of personal short-

and.

We now come to the operative part, called Masonry,
which is distinct from the social aim of the Institution, al-
though the original cause of it.

This consists in rearing stately fabrics to the honor of
God, the glory of our country, and the welfare of the pub-
lic; and as we in that must observe the strictest order and re-
gularity in the course of the work, so we must in the other
act upon the square, and frame our behaviour to the good of
society, the honour of our Order, and the credit of every
individual: as the more a building is ornamented with in-
genious devices, the more it redounds to the honour of the
workman; so here, the more accomplishments men possess,
the higher they will rise in the estimation of their brethren.
Among them every art and science is alternately treated;
it forms within itself aliving encyclopedia, where every one
adorns his subject with the most instructive lessons. It is
to be hoped that the Masonic will in time thoroughly agree
with the Social part; we already behold the graves of soci-
ety (convents) in a great degree abolished; and may they
ever continue so! I am sure, no Freemason wishes the Craft
to erect another, under the mask of religious retirement,
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for ever to exclude a brother from the social intercourse ot
civilized life. In recounting the many stately edifices raised
by architectural skill, we admire, we stand astonished at
the art: but when reflection weighs in the scales of reason
the various ends for which they were founded, we admire
the work, but detest the purposes of it. The Temples,
which locked up the vestal virgins, have now few votaries)
and we indulge the pleasing hope, that, in process of time,
there will not be such and order as the Inquisition.

These sentiments, we presume, are not hostile to Freema-
sons, who glow with the love as well as the peace of man-
kind; their influence, by the aid of an honorable Brether,
has already wrested the fetters from the ancles of the gall-
ed African, after the toils of a tedious but weak opposition.
We feel the most glowing pleasure at thus addressing these
sentiments to our brethren, as we daily feel the truth of the
observation: <¢That in every nation a Mason may find a
friend, in every climate he may find a home.”

ANTIQUITIES.

CONSISTING OF A NUMBER OF EXTRACTS FROM OLD MANU-
SCRIPTS AND RECORDS IN GREAT BRITAIN.

No. L.

An old Manuscript which was destroyed with many others in
1720, said to have been in the possession of Nicholas Stone,,
a curious Sculptor under Inigo Jones, contains the following
particulars:

“St. Alban loved Masons well, and cherished them much,
and made their pay right good; for he gave them 2s. per
weeke, and Sd. to their cheer; whereas, before that times,
in all the land, a Mason had but a penny a day, and his
meat, until St. Alban mended itt. And he gott them a char-
ter from the king and his counsell for to hold 2 general coun-
sell, and gave itt to name Assemblie.  Thereat he was him-
selfc, and did helpe to make Masons, and gave them guod
charges.”
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4 Record of the Socicety, written in the reign of Edward IV.

Jormerly in the possession of the famous Elias Ashmole,

of the Museum at Gxford, and unfortunately des-

troyed, with other papers on the subject of Masonry, at the

« revolution, gives the following account of the State of Ma-
sonry at that period:

«Though the ancient records of the Brotherhood in Eng-
land were many of them destroyed or lost in the wars of
the Saxons and Danes, yet king Athelstane (the grandson
of king Alfrede the great, a mighty architect,) the first
anointed king of England, and who translated the Holy
Bible into the Saxon tongue, (A. D. 930) when he had
brought the land into rest and peace, built many great
works. and encouraged many Masons from France, who
were appointed overseers thereof, and brought with them
the charges and regulations of the Lodges, preserved since
the Roman times; who alsc prevailed with the king to im-
prove the constitution of the English Lodges according to
the foreign model, and to increase the wages of working
Masons. ‘

«T'he said king’s brother, Prince Edwin, being taught Ma-
sonry, and taking upon him the charges of a Master Ma-
son, for the love he had to the said Craft, and the honoura-
ble principles whereon it is grounded, purchased a free char-
ter of king Athelstane, for the Masons having a correction
among themselves (as it was anciently expressed,) or a
freedom and power to regulate themselves, to amend what
might happen amiss, and to hold a yearly communication
and general assembly:

«s Accordingly Prince Edwin summoned all the Masons in
the realm to meet him in a congregation at York, who
came and composed a general Lodge, of which he was
Grand Master; and having brought with them all the writ-
ings and records extant, some in Greek, some in Latin,
some in French, and other languages, from the contents
thereof that assembly did frame the constitution and char-
ges of an English Lodge, made a law to preserve and ob-
serve the same in all time coming, and ordained good pay
for working Masons, &c.”” And he made a book thereof,
how the Craft was founded: And he himself ordered and
commanded that it should be read and tolde when any Ma-
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son should be made, and for to give him his charges. And
from that day until this time manners of Masons have been
kept in that forme, as well as menue might govern.

s«Furthermore, however, at diverse assemblies certain
charges have been made and ordained by the best advice of
Masters and Fellpwes, as the exigencies of the Craft made
necessarie.”

IIL

«In the glorious reign of king Edward iii, when Lodges
were more frequent, the Right Worshipful the Master and
Fellows, with consent of the Lords of the realm (for most
great men were then Masons) ordained,

«That for the future, at the making or admission of a
Brother, the constitution and the ancient charges should be
read by the Master or Warden.

«That such as were to be admitted Master Masons, or
Masters of work, should be examined whether they be able
of cunning to serve their respective Lords, as well the low-
est as the highest, to the honor and worship of the afore-
said art, and to the profit of their Lords; for they be their
Lords that employ and pay them for their service and tra-
vel.

The following particulars are also contained in a very Old
Manuscript, of which a copy was in the possession of the
late George Payne, Esq. Grand Master,in 1718.

¢That when the Master and Wardens meet in a Lodge,
if need be, the Sheriff of the county, or the Mayor of the
city, or Alderman of the town, in which the congregation is
held, should be made Fellow and sociate to the Master, in
help of him against rebels, and for upbearing the rights of the
realm.

«That entered prentices, at their making, were charged
not to be thieves, or thieves maintainers; that they should
travel honestly for their pay, and love their fellows as
themselves, and be true to the King of England, and to the
realm, and to the Lodge.

«That at such congregations it shall be inquired, whether
any Master or Fellow has broke any of the articles agreed
to; and if the offender, being duly cited to appear, prove
rebel, and will not attend, then the Lodge shall determine
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against him, that he shall forswear (or renounce) his Ma-
sonry, and shall no more use this Craft, the which if he
presume for to do, the Sheriff of the county shall prison
him, and take all his géods into the King’s hands, until his
grace be granted him and issued. For this cause princi-
pally have these congregations been ordained, that as well
the lowest as the highest should be well and truly served in
this art aforesaid, throughout all the kingdom of England.
Amen, so mote it be.”

IvV.

The Latin Register of William Molart, Prior of Can-
terbury, in Manuscript, pap. 88, entitled, ¢ Liberatio gener-
alis Domini Gulielmi Prioris Ecclesie Christi Cantuariensis,
erga Fastum Nutalis Domini 1429,” informs us, that, in the
year 1429, during the minority of Henry VI. a respectable
Lodge was held at Canterbury, under the patronage of
Henry Chicheley, the Archbishop: At which were present
Thomas Stapylton, the Master; John Morris, custos de la
Loige !athomorum, or Warden of the Lodge of Masons;
with fifteen fellow crafts, and three entered apprentices, all
of whom are particularly named.

A record of that time says, that,

«The company of Masons, being otherwise termed Free
Masons, of auntient staunding and gude reckoning, by means
of affable and kind meetings dyverse tymes, and as a lov-
ing brotherhood use to do, did frequent this mutual assembly
in the time of Henry VI. in the 12th year of his reign, A. D.
1434.”—See also Stowe’s Survey, ch. v. p. 215.

The same record says farther,

«That the charges and laws of the Free Masons have
been seen and perused by our late Soveraign King Henry
VI. and by the Lords of his most henourable council, whs
have allowed them, and declared, That they be right good
and reasonable to be holden, as they have been drawn out
and collected from the records of auntient tymes,” &c. &c.
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Y.

ANCIENT CHARGES.

Ye shall be true to the King, and the Master ye serve,
and to the fellowship whereof ye are admitted. Ye shall
be true to and love cidher odher. Ye shall call eidher od-
her Brother or Fellow, not slave, nor any unkind name.

Ye shall ordain the wisest to be master of the work; and
neither for love nor lineage, riches nor favor, set one over
the work who hath butlittle knowledge; whereby the Master
would be evil served, and ye ashamed. And also ye shall
call the governour of the work Master in the time of work-
ing with him: Aund ye shall truly deserve your reward of
the Master ye serve.

All the Freres shall treat the peculiarities of eidher odher
with the gentleneys, decencie, and forbearance he thinks
due to his own.

Ye shall have a reasonable pay, and live honestly.

Once a year ye are to come and assemble together, te
consult how ye may best work to serve the Craft, and to
your own profit and credit.

VI

A Manuscript copy of an examination of some of the
Brotherhood, taken before King Henry VI. was found by
the learned John Locke, Esq. in the Bodleian library.
"This dialogue possesses a double claim to our regard; first
for its antiquity, and next for the ingenious notes and con-
. jectures of Mr. Locke upon it; some of which we have re-
tained. The approbation of a Philosopher of as great
merit and penetration as the English nation ever produced,
added to the real value of the piece itself, must give if a
sanctlou, and render it deserving a serious and candid ex-
amination.

The ancient Manuscript is as follows, viz.
A Certayne Questyons,with answeres to the same,concern-

ynge the Mystery of Maconrye; wryttenne by the hande of
Kynge Henrye the Sixthe of the Name, and faythfullye
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copyed by me *Johan Leylande Jntiquarius, by the com-
maunde of hist Highnesse.

They be as followethe:

Quest. What mote ytt be?

Ansiv. Yit beeth the Skylle of nature, the understondynge
of the myghtethat is hereynne, and its sondrye werckynges;
sonderlyche, the Skylle of rectenyngs, of waightes, and
metynges, and the treu manere of faconnynge al thynges
for mannes use, headlye, dwellynges, and buyldynges of
alle kindes, and al odher thynges that make gudde to manne.

Quest. Where dyd ytt begyne? ‘

Jdnsw. Ytt dyd begynne with the fyrste menne yn the este,
whych were before the fiyrste manne of the weste, and
comynge westlye, ytt hath broughte herwyth alle comfortes
to the wylde and comfortlesse.

Ruest. Who dyd brynge ytt westlye?

Jnsw. The Venetians, {whoo beynge grate merchaundes,
comed ffyrste firomme the este ynn Venetia, ffor the
commodytye of marchaundysynge beithe este and westc,
bey the Redde and Myddlelonde Sees.

Quest. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde?

Jdnsw. Peter Gower,|| a Grecian, journeyedde ffor kunn-

*“John Leylande, was appointed by King Henry the eighth, at the dissolu.
tion of monasteries, to search for, and save such books and records as were
valuable among them. He was a man of great labour, and industry.”
b‘S"llz‘c Highness, meaning the said King Henry the eighth. Our Kings

not then the title of Majesty.”

t The Venetians, &c. “In times of monkish ignorance, it is no wonder
that the Phenicians should be mistaken for the Venetians. Or perhaps, if
the people were not taken one for the other, similitude of sound might de-
ceive the clerk who first took down the examination. The Phenicians were
the greatest voyagers among the ancients, and were in Europe thought to be
the inventors of letters, which perhaps they brought from the east with
otber arts.” : ,

§| Peter Gower. “This must be another mistake of the writer. I was
ruzzled atfirst to guess who Peter Gower should be, the name being perfect-

English; or how a Greek should come by such a name: But as soon as I

ought of Pythagoras, I could scarce forbear smiling, to find thét philoso-
pher had undergone a metempsychosis he never dreamt of. We fféed only
consider the French pronunciation of this name Pythagore, that is, Petegore,
to conceive how easily such a mistake might be made by an unlearned clerk.
That P travelled for knowledge into Egypt, &c. is known to all the
learned, that he was initiated into several different orders of Priests,
who in those days kept all their learning secret from the vulgar, is as well
known, Pythagoras also, made every geometrical theorem a secret, and ad.
mitted only such to the knowledge of them, as had first undergone a five
years silence. He is supposed to be the inventor of the xlviith of . the first

9
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ynge yn Egypte, and in Syria, and yn everyche londe
whereat the Venctians hadde plauntedde Maconrye, and
wynnynge entraunce yn al Lodges of Maconnes, he lerned
muche, and retournedde, and worked yn Grecia Magna¥*
wachsynge, and becommynge a myghtye wyseacre,i and
gratelyche renowned, and here he framed a grate Lodge at
Groton,} and maked many Maconnes, some whereoffe dyd
journeye yn Fraunce, and maked manye Maconnes, where-
fromme, yn processe of tymc, the arte passed in Engelonde.

Quest. Dothe Maconnes descouer here arts unto odhers?

JAnsw. Peter Gower whenne he journeyedde to lernne,
was flyrste made, and anonne techedde; evenue soe shulde
all odhers be and teche. |Maconmes hauethe alweys
yn everyche tyme from tyme to tyme communycatedde
to mannkynde soche of her secrettes as generallyche myghte
be usefulle; they haueth keped backe soche allein as shulde
be harmefulle yff they commed yn euylle haundes, oder
soche as ne myghte be holpynge wythouten the techyngesto
be joynedde herwythe in the Lodge, oder soche as do
bynde the Freres more strongelyche togeder, bey the prof-
fytte, and commodytye comynge to the Confrerie herfromme.

Q:lwst. Whatte artes haueth the Maconnes techedde man-
kynde?

Jdnsw. The artes Agricultura, Architectura, Astronomis,
Geometria, Numeres, Musica, Poesie, Kymistrye, Govern-
mente, and Relygyonne.

Quest. Howe commethe Maconnes more teachers than od-
her menne?

Jdnsw. They hemselfe haueth allein the arte of fyndynge
neue artes, whyche art the fiyrste Macannes receaued from
Godde; by the whyche they fyndethe whatte artes hem ples-

hook of Euclid, for which, in the joy of his heart, it is said he sacrificed a
hecatomb, He also knew the true system of the warld lately revived by
ﬁojs’micus; and was certainly a most wonderful man. See his life by Dion

® Grecia M “A of Italy formerly so called, in which the
Greeks had settled a 1 l::l.ctmy.!' v v

T “Weisager in the old Saxon, is philosopher, wiseman, or wizard.” _

# Groten. “Groton is the name of npﬁcein England. The pace here
mcant is Crotons, a cit; of Grecia Magna, which in the time of Pythago-
ras was very populous.

§ Maconnes havethe communycatedde, &c. “This paragraph hath somethin
remarkablein it. It contains a justification of the secrecy so much boas
of by Masons, and so much blamed by others; asserting that they have in all
ages discovered such things as might be useful, and that they conceal such
only as would be hurtful either to the world or themselves, What these
scerets are, we see afterwards.”
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ethe, and the tréu way of techynge the same. Whatt odher
menne doethe fiynde out, ys onelyche bey chaunce, and her-
fore but Iytel I tro.

Quest. Whatt dothe the Maconnes concele, and hyde?

dnsw. Thay concelethe the arte of fiyndynge neue artes,
and thattys for here owne proffytte, and preise: Thay concel-
ethe the arte of kepynge secrettes, thatt soe the worlde
mayeth nothinge concele from them. Thay concelethe the
arte of wunderwerckynge, and of fore sayinge thynges to
comme, thatt so thay same artes may not be usedde of the
wyckedde to an euylle ende; thay also conceuethe the arte of
chaunges,* the wey of wynnynge the facultye of Abrac,t the
skylle of becommynge gude and parfyghte wythouten the
holpynges of fere, and hope; and the universelle} longage
of Maconnes. ;

Quest. Wylle he teche me thay same artes?

JAnsw. Ye shalle be techedde yff ye be werthye, and able
to lerne.

Quest. Dothe alle Maconnes kunne more then odher
menne?

JAnsw. Not so. Thay onlyche haueth recht, and occa-
syonne more then odher menne to kunne, butt manye doeth
fale yn capacitye, and manye more doth want industrye, that
¥s pernecessarye for the gaynynge all kunnynge.

Quest. Are Maconnes gudder menne then odhers?

Jdnsw. Some Maconnes are nott so vertuous as some
odher menne; but yn the moste parte, thay be more gude
then thay woulde be yf thay war not Maconnes.

Quest. Doth Maconnes love eidther odher myghtylye as

beeth sayde?
® The transmutation of metals. :
t Fe of Abrac. An abbreviation of the word Abracadabra. In

the days of Ignorance and Superstition, that word had a magical significa-
tion; but the explanation of it is now lost.

+ The being able by secret and inviolable signs, carefully preserved among
the Fraternity throughout the world, to express themselves intelligibly to
men of all languages and nations. “A man who has all these arts and ad-
vantages, is certainly in a condition to be envied: But we are told, that this
is mot the case with all Masons; for though these arts are among them, and
all have a right and an opportunity to know them, yet some want capacity,
and others industry to acquire them. However, of all their arts, and se.
crets, that which I most desire to know, is, The skylle of becommynge gude
and parfyghte; and 1 wish it were communicated to all mankind, since there
is no i‘n‘ilmore true than the beautiful sentence contained in the last an-
swer, “that the better men are, the more they love one another.” Virtue hav-
125 in itself something so amiable as to charm the hearts of all that behold
i
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Jdnsw. Yea verylyche, and yt may not odherwyse be: For
gude menne, and true, kennynge eidher odher to be soche,
doeth always love the more as thay be more gude.

Here endethe the Questyonnes and Awnsweres.*

A letter from Mr. Locke to the Right Honorable Thomas
Earl of Pembroke, to whom he sent this ancient manu-
script, concludes as follows, viz: I know not what effect
the sight of this old paper may have upon your Lordship;
but for my own part I cannot deny, that it has so much
raised my curiosity, as to induce me to enter myself into
the Fraternity; which I am determined to do (if T may be
admitted) the next time I go to London, (and that will be
shortly.) I am, my Lord, your Lordship’s mest obedient,
and most humble servant,

JOHN LOCKE.”

* Glossary, to cxplain the Old Words in the foregoing

Manuscript.

Allein, onl Myghte, power
Alweys, alwways Occasyonne, opporiunit
Beith'z, both . Oder,{n- & 1
Commodytye, conveniency Onelyche, only
Confrerie, fraternity Pernecessarye, absolutely neces-
Faconnynge, forming sary
Fore saying, prophesying Precise, konor
Freres, brethren Recht, right
Headlye, chiefly Reckenyngs, numbers
Hem plesethe, they please Sonderl cﬁz, articularly
Hemselfe, themselves Skylle, knowledge
Her, there, their ‘Wachsynge, growing
Hereynne, therein Werck, operation
Herwyth, with it Wey, way
Holpynge, beneficial Whereas, where
ﬁunne, kna;:n ol '&;onfld, dwellt(

unnynge, knowledge underwerc J2working mi«
Makeygugtfde, are befeﬁcial racles 4 ”g,
Metynges, measures Wylde, savage
Mote, may Wynnynge, gaining

Myddlelonde, Mediterranean. ~ Yun, into
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Jdncient Charges at the Constituting of a Lodge: Extracted

JSrom a Manuscript, in the possession of the Lodge of Anti-
quity in London, written in the time of James the Second.

sek###And furthermore, at’ diverse assemblies have
been put and ordained diverse crafties by the best advise
of magistrates and Fellows. Tunc unus ex senioribus tenet,
librum, et illi ponent manum suam super librum.

«Every man that is a Mason take good heed to these
charges (we pray) that if any man find himselfe guilty of
any of these charges, that he may amend himselfe, or prin-
cipally for dread of Ged, you that be charged to take good
heed that you keepe all these charges well, for it is a great
Levill for a man to forswear himselfe upon a book.

«The first charge is, That yee shall be true men to God
and the holy church, and # use no error or heresie by
your understanding and by wise men’s teaching. Allso,

«Secondly, That yee shall be true liege men to the King
of England, without treason or any falshood, and that yee
know no treason or treachery, but yee shall give knowledge
thereof to the King or to his counsell; allso yee shall be
true one to another, that is fo say, every Mason of the
Craft that is Mason allowed, yee shall doe to him as yee
would be done unto yourselfe. ,

«Thirdly, And yee shall keepe truly all the counsell that
ought to be kept in the way of Masonhood, and all the
counsell of the Lodge or of the chamber. Allso, that yee
shall be no thiefe nor thieves to your knowledge free: That
yee shall be true to the King, Lord, or Master that yee
serve, and truely to see and worke for his advantage.

~ «Fourthly, Yee shall call all Masons your Fellows, or
your Brethren, and no other names.

«sKFifthly, .Yee shall not take your Fellow’s wife in vil-
lany, nor deflower his daughter or servant, nor put him
to no disworship. , : '

* «Sixthly, Yee shall truely pay for your meat or drinke
wheresoever yee goe, to table or bord. Also, yee shall doe
no villany. there, whereby the Craft or Science may be
slandered. =

«These be the charges general to every truc Mason,
both Masters and Fellowes.

-~
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«Now will I rehearse other charges single for Masons
allowed or accepted.

«First, That no Mason take on him no Lord’s worke,
nor any other man’s, unlesse he know himselfe well able
to perform the worke, so that the Craft have no slander.

«sSecondly, Allso, that no Master take worke but that he
take reasonable pay for itt; so that the Lord may be truly
served, and the Master to live honestly, and to pay his
Fellows truely. And that no Master or Fellow supplant
others of their worke; that is to say, that if he hath taken a
worke, or else stand Master of any worke, that he shall not
puthim out, unless he be unable of cunning to make an end of
his worke. And no Master nor Fellow shall take no ap-
printice for less than seaven yeares. And that the appriu-
tice be free born, and of limbs whole as a man ought to
be, and no bastard. And that no Master or Fellow take
no allowance to be made Mason without the assent of his
Fellows, at the least six or seaven.

«Thirdly, That he that bg made be ablc in all degrees;
that is, free born, of a good Rindred, true, and no bonds-
man, and that he have his right limbs, as a man ought to
have.

«Fouthly, That a Master take no apprintice without he
have occupation to occupy two or three Fellows at the
least.

«Fifthly, That no Master or Fellow put away any Lord’s
worke to taske that ought to be journey worke.

«Sixthly, That every Master give pay to his fellows and
servants as they may deserve, soc that he be not defamed
with false workeing: And that none slander another behind
his backe, to make him loose his good name.

«Seaventhly, That no Fellow in the house or abroad an-
swear another ungodly or reproveably without a cause.

«Eighthly, That every Master Mason doe reverence his
elder; and that a Mason be no common plaier at the cards,
dice, or hazzard, nor at any other unlawfull plaies, through
the which the science and Craft may be dishonoured or
slandered. h

«Ninthly, That no Fellow goe into the town by night,
except he have a Fellow with him, who may beare him re-
cord that he was in an honest place. * .

«'Tenthly, That every Master and Fellow shall come to
the assemblie, if itt be within fifty miles of him, if he have
any warning. And.if he have trespassed against the
Craft, to abide the award of Masters and Fellows.
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«Eleventhly, That every Master Mason and Fellow that
hath trespassed against the Craft shall stand to the correc-
tion of other Masters and Fellows to make him accord, and
if they cannot accord, to go to the common law.

«Twelvethly, That a Master or Fellow make not a mould
stone, square, nor rule, to no lowen, nor let no lowen worke
within their Lodge, nor without to mould stone.

«Thirteenthly, That every Mason receive and cherish
strange Fellowes when they come over the countrie, and set
them on worke if they will worke, as the manner is; that is
to say, if the Mason have any mould stone in his place, he
shall give him a mould stone, and sett him on worke; and
if he have none, the Mason shall refresh him with money
unto the next Lodge.

«Fourteenthly, That every Mason shall truely serve his
Master for his pay.

«Fifteenthly, That every Master shall truely make an
end of his worke, taske or journey whethersoe it be.

«These be all the charges and covenants that ought to be
read at the installment of Master, or makeing of a Free
Mason or Free Masons. The Almighty God of Jacob who
ever have you and me in his keeping, bless us now and
ever. Amen.”

VIII.

Extract from the Diary of Elias Ashmole, a learned Antr-
quary.

«I was made a Free Mason at Warrington, Lancashire,
with Colonel Henry Mainwaring, of Kerthingham, in
Cheshire, by Mr. Richard Penket, the Warden, and the
Fellow Crafts (all of whom are specified) on 16th October,
1646.”

In another place of his Diary, he says,

¢0n March the 10th, 1682, about 5 hor. post merid. I
received a summons to appear at a Lodge to be held the next
day at Masons’ Hall in London. March 11, accordingly I
went, and about noon were admitted into the fellowship of
Free Masons, Sir William Wilson, Knt. Capt. Richard
Borthwick, Mr. William Woodman, Mr. William Gray,

«c Mr. Samuel Taylour, and Mr. William Wise. I was the
senior Fellow among them, it being thirty-five years since
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T was admitted. There were present, beside myself, the
Fellows after named; Mr. Thomas Wise, Master of the
Masons’ company this present year, Mr. Thomas Short-
hose, and seven more old Free Masons. We all dined at
the Half Moon Tavern, Cheapside, at a noble dinuer pre-
pared at the charge of the new accepted Masons.”

An old record of the Society describes a coat of arms
much the same with that of the London company of Free-
men Masons; whence it is generally believed that this com-
pany is a branch of that ancient Fraternity; and in former
times, no man, it also appears, was made free of that
company, until he was initiated in some Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons, as a necessary qualification. This prac-
tice still prevails in Scotland among the operative Masons.

The writer of Mr. Ashmole’s life, who was not a Mason,
before his History of Berkshire, p. 6, gives the following
account of Masonry:

¢He (Mr. Ashmele) was elected a Brother of the com-
pany of Free Masons; a favour esteemed so singular by the
members, that Kings themselves have not disdained to en-
ter themselves of this Society. From these are derived the
adopted Masons, accepted Masons, or Free Masons, who
are known to one another all over the world by certain sig-
nals and watch-words known to them alone. They have
several Lodges in different countries for their ;reception;
and when any of them fall into decay, the Brotherhood is
to relieve them. The manner of their adoption or admis-
sion is very formal and solemn, and with the administra-
tion of an oath of secrecy, which has had better fate than
all other oaths, and has ever been most religiously ebserv-
¢d; nor has the world been yet able, by the inmadvertency,
surprise, or folly of any of its members, to dive into this
mystery, or make the least discovery.”

In some of Mr. Ashmole’s Manuscripts, there are many
valuable Collections relating to the History of the Free
Masons, as may be gathered from the letters of Dr. Knipe,
of Christ Church, Oxford, to the publisher of Ashmole’s
life, the following extracts from which will authenticate
and illustrate many facts in the following history:

¢«¢As to the ancient society of Free Masons, concerning
whom you are desirous of knowing what may be known
with certainty, I shall only tell you, that if our worthy
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Brother E. Ashmole, Esq. had eéxecuted his intended de-
sign, our Fraternity had been as much obliged to him as
the Brethren of the most noble Order of the Garter. I
would not have you surprised at this expression, or think
itat all too assuming. The Sovereigns of that Order have
not disddained our fellowship, and there have been times
when Emperors were also Free Masons. What from
Mr. Ashmole’s collection I could gather; was, that the re-
port of our Societies taking rise from a bull granted by the
Pope in the reign of Henry VI. to some Italian architects
to travel over all Europe to erect chapels, was ill founded.
Such a bull there was, and those architects were Masons,
But this bull, in the opinion of the learned Mr. Ashmole,
was confirmative only, and did not by any means create our
Fraternity, or even establish' them in this kingdom. But
s to the time and manner of that establishment, something
1 shall relate from the same collections.

¢¢St. Alban, the protomartyr, established Masonary here,
and from his time it flourished, more or less, according as
the world went, down to the days of King Athelstane, who,
for the sake of his Brother Edwin, granted the Masons a
charter. Under our Norman Princes they frequently received
extraordinary marks of royal favour; there is no doubt to
be made, that the skill of Masons, which was always trans-
cendently great, even in the most barbarous times; their
wonderful kindness and attachment to each other; how dif-
ferent soever in condition; and their inviolabble fidelity in
keeping religiously their secrets, must expose them, in ig-
norant, troublesome, and superstitious times, to a vast
variety of adventures, according to the different fate of
parties, and other alterations in government. By the way,
it may be noted, that the Masons were always loyal, which
exposed them to great severities when power wore the ap-
pearance of justice, and those who committed treason
gmished true men as traitors. Thus, in the tt° * vear of

enry VI. an act passed to abolish the society . ..asons,
and to hinder, under grievous penalties, the holuing chap-
ters, Lodges, or other regular assemblies; yet this act was
afterwards [virtually] repealed, and even before that, King
Henry and several Lords of his court became Fellows of
the Craft.”

Some Lodges in the reign of Charles II. were consti-
tuted by leave of the several noble Grand Masters, and
3
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many gentlemen-and famous scholars requested at that time
ta.be admitted of the Fraternity.

IX.

) The cxpei-iencml Mason of the present day, will, at one
glangc, perceive that the following regulations, with but lit-
tle variation, are still in full force:

Ecxtract from the chnlati'ons made in General JAssembly,
Dec. 27, 1663. Henry Jermyn, Earlof 8t. Alban’s, Grand
 JMaster.

1. That no person, of what degree soever, be made or
accepted a Frec Mason unless in a regular Lodge, whereof
one to be a Master or a Warden in that limit or division
where such Lodge is kept, and another to be a Craftsman
in the trade of Free Masonry.

«2, That no person hereafter shall be accepted a Frce
Mason, but such as are of able body, honest parentage,
good repntation, and an observer of the laws of the land.

«¢3. That no person hereafter who shall be accepted a
Free Mason, shall be admitted into any Lodge or Assem-
bly, until he has brought a certificate of the time and place
of his acceptation from the Lodge that accepted him, unto
the Master of that limit or division where such Lodge is
kept: And the said Master shall enrol the same in a roll of
parchment to be kept for that purpese, and shall give an
account of all such acceptations at every General Assembly.

s«4, That every person who is now a Free Mason shall
bring to the Master a note of the time of his acceptation,
to the end the same may be enrolled in such priority of
place as the Brother deserves; and that the whole company
and Fellows may the better know each other.

5, That for the future, the said Fraternity of Free Ma-
sons shall be regulated and governed by one Grand Master,
and as many Wardcens as the said Society shall think fit to
appoint at every annual General Assembly,

6. That no person shall be accepted, unless he be twenty
one years old, or more.”

[Many of the Fraternity’s records of this and the pre-
ceding reign were lost at the revolution; and not a few
were too hastily burnt in our own times by some scrupulous
Brothers, from a fear of making discoveries prejudicial to
the interest of Masonry.]
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OPINIONS OF MODERN WRITERS':

{Having, in the foregoing pages, extracted from a variety of ‘au-
thentic sources, the records and opinions of the most respecs
table ancient writers, on the subject of Masonry, it may not
be deemed irrelevant to our undertaking to insert-the specula-
tiens of modern writers also. 'The following account of Free-
Masonry was collected and prepared for publication by a
society of literary gentlemen, in England; and as it has
never been incorporated in a work of this nature, it is bere
imserted for the better information of the Craft:]

FREE-MAsoNRY denotes the system of mysteries and
secrets peculiar to the society of free and accepted Masons.
The origin of this society is very ancient; but we have ne
authentic account of the time when it wasg first institnted,
or even what was the reason of such an association of peo-
ple under the title of Masons, more than of any other me.
chanical profession. In Dr. Henry’s history we find the
origin of the Free Mason’s Society in Britain attributed
to the difficulty found in former times, of procuring a
sufficient number of workmen to build the multitude of
churches, monasteries, and other religious edifices, which
the superstition of those ages prompted the people.to raise.
Hence the Masons were greatly favoured by the popes, and
many indulgences were granted, in order to augment their
numbers. In times like those we speak of, it may well be
supposed that such encouragement from the supreme pas-
tors of the church must have been productive of the most
beneficial cffects to the fraternity; and hence the increase
of the society may naturally be deduced. 'I'le Doctor
quotes, in confirmation of this, the words of an author
who was well acquainted with their history and constitu-
tion. «The Italians, (::ays he) with some Greek refugees,
and with them French, Germans, and Flemings, joined
into a fraternity of architects, procuring papal bulls for
their encouragement and their particular privileges; they
styled themselves Free-Masons, and ranged from one na-
tion to another, as they found churches to be built: their
government was regular; and where they fixed near the
building in hand, they made a camp of huts. A surveyor
governed in chief; every tenth man was called a Warden,
and overlooked each nime. The gentlemen in the neigh-
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bourhood, either out of charity or commutation of penance,
gave the materials and carriages. Those who have seen
the accounts in records of the charge of the fabrics of some
of our cathedrals near 400 years old, cannot but have a
great esteem for their economy, and admire how soon they
erected such lofty structures.”

By other accounts, however, the antiquity of masenry is
carried up much higher, even as early as the building of
Solomon’s temple. In Britain the introduction of masonry
has been fixed at the year 674, when glass-making was
first introduced; and it appears, indeed, that from this time
many buildings in the Gothic style were erected by men in
companies, who are said to have called themselves free,
because they were at liberty to work in any part of the
kingdom. Others have derived the institution of fres ma-
sons from a combination among the people of that profes-
sion not to work without an advance of wages, when they
were summoned from several counties, by writs of Edward
III. directed to the sheriffs, to assist in rebuilding and en-
larging the castle, together with the church and chapel of
8t. George, at Windsor. At this time, it is said, the ma-
sons agreed on certain tokens by which they might know
and assist each other against being impressed, and not to
work unless free, and on their own terms.

In a treatise on Masonry, published in 1792, by William
Preston, master of the Lodge of Antiquity, the origin of
masonry is traced from the creation. «Ever since symmetry
began, and harmony displayed her charms, (says he) our
order has had a being.” Its introduction into England, he
likewise supposes to have been prior to the Roman inva-
sion. There are, according to him, the remains yet exist-
ing of some stupendous works executed by the Britons,
much earlier than the time of the Romans; and even these
display no small share of ingenuity of inventien: so that
we can have no doubt of the existence of masonry in Bri-
tain even during these early periods. The Druids are like-
wise said to have had among them many customs similar
to those of the masons, and to have derived their govern-
ment from Pythagoras; but the resemblance betwixt their
usages and those of the free mason societies now existing,
calnnot be accurately traced even by the masons them- -
selves.

Masonry is said to have been encouraged by Cesar, and
many of the Roman generals who were appointed gov-
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ernors of Britain: but though we know, that at this period
the Fraternity were employed in erecting many magnificent
fabrics, nothing is recorded concerning their lodges and
conventions; and we have but a very imperfect account of
the custems which prevailed in their assemblies.

For a long time the progress of masonry in Britain was
obstructed by the frequent wars which took place; and it
did not revive till the time of Carausius, by whom it was
patronised. 'This general, who hoped to be the founder of
& British empire, encouraged learning and learned men;
collecting also the best artificers from many different coun-
tries, particularly masons, whom he held in great venera-
tion, and appointing Albanus, his steward, the principal
superintendant of their assemblies. Lodges, or conven-
tions of the fraternity, began now to be introduced, and
the business of masonry to be regularly carried on. 'The
masons, through the influence of Albanus, obtained a char-
ter from Carausius to hold a general council, at which Al-
banus himself sat president, and assisted at tho reception
of many new members. This Albanus was the celebrated
8t. Alban, the first who suffered martyrdom in Britain for
the Christian faith., Mr. Preston quotes an old MS. de-
stroyed with many otliers, said to have been in the posses-
sion of Nicholas Stone, a curious sculptor under Inigo
Jones; from which we learn that St. Alban was a great
friend to masons, and gave themn two shillings per week,
besides three pence for their cheer; while, before that time,
they had no more than one penny per day, and their meat.
He likewise obtained ¢a charter from the king and his
council, for them to hold a general council, which was
named an assembly.”” The same circumstances are men-
tioned in a MS, written in the time of James II. only this
increases the weekly salary of the masons to 3s, 6d, and 3d.
per day for the bearers of burthens.

The progress of masonry was greatly obstructed by the
departure of the Romans from Britain; and in a short time
fell into absolute neglect, 'This was occasioned first by
the furious irruptions of the Scots and Picts, which left no
time for the cultivation of the arts; and afterwards by the
ignorance of the Saxons, whom the ill-advised Britons call-
ed in as allies, but who soon became their masters. After
the introduction of Christianity, however, the barbarity of
these conquerors began to wear off, the arts received some
emcouragement, and masenry particularly began to flourish.
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Lodges were now formed; but these being under the direc-
tion of ‘foreigners, were seldom cenvened, and never at-
tained to any degree of consideration or importance. In
this situation it continued till the year 557, when St.
Austin, with 40 more monks, among whom the sciences had
been preserved, came into England. By these the princi-
ples of Christianity were propagated with such zeal, that
all the kings of the heptarchy were comverted; after which
masonry was taken under the patronage of St. Austin, and
the Gothic style of building was introduced into England
by the numerous foreigners who resorted at this time to
the kingdom. Austin himself appeared at the head of the
fraternity in founding the old cathedral of Canterbury in
600; that of Rochester in 602; St. Paul’s in London in
604; St. Peter’s in Westminster in 605, as well as many
others. The number of masons in England was thus
greatly increascd, as well as by his other buildings of cas-
tles, &c. throughout the kingdom. N

In 640 a few expert brethren arrived from France, and
formed themselves into a lodge under the direction of Ben-
net, abbot of Wirral; whom Kenred, king of Mercia, soon
after appointed inspector of the lodges, and general super-
intendant of the masons. During the whole time of the
heptarchy, however, masonry was in a low state, but began
to revive in 856, under the patronage of St. Swithin, whom
Ethelwolf employed to repair some religious houses; and
from that time the art gradually improved till the year 872,
when it found a zealous protector in Afred the Great.
This prince was a most eminent patron of all kinds of arts
and manufactures; and, with regard to masonry in parti-
cular, he appropriated a séventh part of his revenue for
maintaining a number of workmen, whom he constantly
employed in rebuilding the cities, castles, &c. ruined by
the Danes. During the reign of his successor, Edward,
the masons continued to hold their lodges under the sanc-
tion of Ethred, husband to the king’s sister, and Ethel-
ward, his brother, to whom the care of the fraternity was
intrusted. The latter was a great architect, and founded
the university of Cambridge.

The true re-establishment of masonry in England, how-
ever, is dated from the reign of king Athelstane; and there
is still extant a grand lodge of masons at York, who trace
their existence from this period. This lodge, the most an-
cient in England, was founded in 926, under the patronage
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of Edwin, the king’s brother, who obtained for them a:char-
ter from Athelstane, and became grand-master himself.
By virtue of this charter, it is said that all the masons in
the kingdom were convened at a general assemhly in that
city, where they established a general or grand lodge for
their future government. Under the patronage and juris-
diction of this lodge, it is also alleged that the fraternity
increased very comsiderably, and that kings, princes, and
other eminent persons who had been initiated into the mys-
teries, paid due allegiance to the assembly. But as the
times were yet turbulent and barbarous, the art of masonry
was sometimes more, sometimes less patronised; and of
course the assembly more or less respected, according to the
respect which the art itself met with. The appellation of
JdAncient FYork JMasons is well known both in Ireland and
Scotland; and the general tradition is, that they originated
at Auldby, near Yerk; and as Auldby was a seat of Edwin,
this tradition gives eonsiderable confirmation to the above
acceunt. There is, indeed, great reason to believe that
York was the original seat of masonic government, no other
place having claimed it, and the whole fraternity having
at various times owned allegiance to the authority there
established; though we know not whether that allegiance
be now given or not. Certain it is, that if such a lodge
was once established there, of which there is no reason to
doubt, we have no account of its being regularly moved
from that place to any other part of the kingdom, with
consent of its members. Many respectable meetings have,
indced, been held at different times in other parts of the
kingdom, but there is no account of any other general
meeting being held in another place than York, till very
lately.

While prince Edwin lived, the masons were employed
as formerly in building churches, monasteries, &c. and
repairing those which had suffered by the ravages of the
Danes; and after his death the order was patronised by
king Athelstane himself; but on his decease, the masons
were dispersed, and remained in an unsettled state till the
reign of Edgar in 960. They were now collected by St.
Dunstan, who employed them in works of the same kind:
but as no permanent encouragement was given them, their
lodges soon declined, and masonry remained in a low state
for upwards of 50 years. It revived, however, in 1041,
under Edward the Confeasor, who superintended the exe-
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cution of several great works. By the assistance of Leo-
frick, earl of Coventry, he rebuilt Westminster Abbey, the
earl being appointcd superintendant of the masons; and by
this architect many other magnificent structures were like-
wise erected. After the Conquest, in 1066, Gundulph,
bishop of Rochester, and Roger de Montgomery, earl of
Shrewsbury, both of them excellent architects, became
joint patrons of the masons; and under their anspices the
Tower of London was begun, though finished only in the
reign of William Rufus, who likewise rebuilt London bridge
with wood, and in 1087, first constructed the palace amd
hall of Westminster.

The masons now continued to be patronised by the sove-
reigns of England in succession. The lodges assembled
during the reign of Henry I. and during that of Stephen
the society were empioyed in building a chapel at West-
minster, now the house of commons, and several other works;
the president of the lodges being mow Gilbert de Clare,
the marquis of Pembroke. During the reign of Henry II.
the lodges were superintended by the grand-master of the
Knights Templars, who employed them in bailding their
temple in Fleet-street, in the year 1155. Masonry con-
tinucd under the patronage of this order till the year 1199,
when John succceded Richard L. in the throne of England,
and Peter de Colechurch was then appointed grand-masster.
He began to rcbuild London bridge with stone, which
was afterwards finished by William Alcmain in 1209, Pe-
ter de Rupibus succeeded Peter de Colechurch in the office
of grand-master, and Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, chief surveyor
of the king’s works, acted as deputy under him; masonry
continucd also to flourish under the auspices of thesc two
artists during this and the following reign. On the acces-
sion of Edward I. in 1272, the superintendance of the ma-
sons was intrusted to Walter Giffard, archbishep of York,
Gilbert de Clare, earl of Gloucester, and Ralph, lord of
Mount Hermer, the progenitor of the family of the Mon-
tagnes; and by these architects the abbey of Westminster
was finished, after having been begun in 1220, during the
minority of Henry Il. During the reign of Edward IL
the fraternity were employed in building Exeter and Oriel
colleges in Oxford, Clare-hall in Cambridge, &c. under the
auspices of Walter Stapleton, bishop of Exeter, who had
been appointed grand-master of the masons in 1307.
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Edward ITI. was a great encourager of learning in gen-
eral, and not only patronised the masons, but applied very
iduously to the constitutions of the order, revised and
meliorated the ancient charges, and added several useful
regulations to the original code by which the fraternity
been governed. He patronised the lodges, and ap-
pointed five deputies under him to inspect their proceedings;
and at this period it appears from some old records that
the lodges were numerous, and that the fraternity held
communications under the protection of the civil magis-
trates. William @ Wykeham was continued grand-master
on the accession of Richard II. and by him both the New
College in Oxford, and Winchester College, were founded
his own expense. After the accession of Henry IV.
%,homas Fitz-Allan, earl of Surrey, was appointed grand-
ster, who, after the engagement at Shrewsbury, founded
attle-abbey and Fotheringay; the -Guildhall at London,
being also built in this reign. On the accession of Henry
V. the fraternity were directed by Henry Chichely, arch-
bishop of Canterbury, under whom the lodges and com-
munications of the fraternity were frequent. In 1425, how-
ever, during the reign of Henry VI. an act was made
against the meeting of the chapters and congregations of
masons, because it was said that by such meetings ¢the
good course and effect of the statutes of labourers were
openly violated and broken, in subversion of the law, and
to the great damage of all the commons.” But this act was
not putin force, nor did the fraternity cease to meet, as
usual, under the protection of archbishop Chichely, whostill
continued to preside over them. The reason of this extra-
l:di?gry edict is said to have been as follows: The duke of
&oﬂ ord, at that time regent of the kingdom, being in France,
the regal power was vested in his brother Humphrey, duke
of. Gloucester, who was styled protector and guardian of
the kingdom. The care of the young king’s person and
education, was intrusted to Henry Beaufort, bishop of
Winchester, the duke’s uncle. This prelate being of an
ambitious disposition, and aspiring at the sole government,
had continual disputes with his nephew, the protector; and,
by reason of the violent temper of that prince, gained fre-
quent advantages over him. This animosity increased to
such a degree, that the parliament was at length obliged to
interpose. On the meeting of that assembly, in the month
of April, 1425, however, the servants and followers of the
4
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peers came thither, armed with clubs and staves; on which
account it received the name of the Bat Parliament, and at
this time the act against masons was made. This was
owing to the influence of the bishop, who wished to destroy
the meetings of the fraternity, on account of the secrecy
observed in them. Dr. Andersom, in the first edition of
the Book of Constitutions, makes the following observation
upon this act: ¢«It was made in ignorant times, when true
learning was a crime, and geometry condemned for conju-
ration; but it cannot derogate from the honour of the an-
cient fraternity, who, to be sure, would never encourage
any such confederacy of their working brethren. By tra-
dition, it is believed that the parliament were then too much
influenced by the illiterate clergy, who were not accepted
masons, nor understood architecture, (as the clergy of
some former ages) and were generally thought unworthy of
this brotherhood. 'Thinking they had an indefeasible right
to know all secrets, by virtue of auricular confession, and
the masons never confessing any thing thereof, the said
clergy were highly offended; and, at first, suspecting them
of wickedness, represented them as dangerous to the state
during that minority; and soon influenced the parliament
to lay hold of such supposed arguments of the working
masons, for making an act that might seem to reflect dis-
honour upon even the whole fraternity, in whose favour
several acts had been made before that period, and were
made after it.”

The bishop was soon after this diverted from his perse-
cution of the masons by an affair of a more important kind.
He had formed a design of surprising the city of London
on the evening of St. Simon and St. Jude’s day, that on
which the lord mayor was invested with his office. But
the plot having been discovered by the duke of Gloucester,
the mayor was sent for while at dinner, and érdered to
keep a strict watch for that night. The bishop’s party ac-
cordingly made an attempt to enter by the bridge about
nine the next morning, but were repulsed by the vigilance
of the citizens. At this the prelate was so much enraged,
that he collected a numerous body of archers, and men at
arms, commanding them to assault the gate with shot. By
the prudence of the magistrates, however, all violent mea-
sures were stopped; but no reconciliation could be procured
betwixt the two parties, though it was attempted by the
archbisbhop of Canterbury, and Peter, duke of Coimbra,
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etdest son to the king of Portugal, with several other per-
sons of distinction. At last the bishop wrote a letter te
the duke of Bedford, urging his return to England, and
informing him of the danger there was of a civil war, and re-
flecting upon the duke of Gloucester. This letter had the
desired effect. 'The regent returned, and held a great
council at St. Albans, on the 21st of February, but ad-
journed it to the 15th of March, at Northampton, and to
. the 25th of June, at Leicester. Bats and staves were now
prohibited at these meetings; but the partics assembled with
weapons no less formidable, viz. with slings, stones, and
leaden plummets. The duke of Bedford employed all his
authority to reconcile the différences; and at last obliged
the two rivals to promise, before the assembly, that they
would bury all animosities in oblivion. During the discus-
sion of this matter, five charges were exhibited by the
duke of Gloucester against the bishop; one of which was,
that sshe had, in his letter to the duke of Bedford, at
France, plainly declared his malicious purpose of assem-
bling the pcople, and stirring up a rebellion in the nation,
contrary to the king’s peace.” To this the bishop answer-
cd, «That he never had any intention to disturb the peace
of the nation, or raise a rebellion; but that he sent to the
duke of Bedford to solicit his return to England, to settle all
those differences which were so prejudicial to the peace of the
kingdom: that though he had indeed written in the lctter,
éthat if he tarried, we should put the land in adventure by
a field, such a brother you have here, he did not mean it
of any design of his own, but concerning the seditious as-
semblies of masons, carpenters, tylers, and plaisterers;
who being distressed by the late act of parliament agaiust
the excessive wages of these trades, had given out many
seditious speeches and menaces against certain great men,
which tended much to rebellion,” &c.

Notwithstanding this heavy charge, the duke of Glouces.
ter, who knew the innocence of the parties accused, took
the masons under his protection, and transferred the charge
of sedition and rebellion from them to the bishop and his
followers. By the interest of the latter, however, the king
granted him a pardon for all offences; and though the duke
drew up fresh articles of impeachment against him in 1442,
and presented them in person to the King, the council, be-
ing composed mostly of ecclesiastics, proceeded so slowly

casly .
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in the business, that the duke, wearied out with the tedious-
ness of the matter, dropped the prosecution entirely.

This contest terminated in the impeachment, w
ment, and murder of the duke of Gloucester himself. This
ovent might have been attended with bad consequences, had
not their inveterate énemy, the prelate himself, been taken
off by death, in about two months after the duke. The ma-
sons then continued, not only to meet in safety, but were
joined by the king himself. He was, that very year, (144x)
initiated into masonry, and from that time spared no |
to become completely master of the art. He perused the
ancient charges, revised the constitutions, and, with the
consent of his council, honoured them with his sanction
The example of the sovereign was followed by many of
the nobility, who assiduously studied the art. The
presided over the lodges in person, nominating William
‘Wanefleet, bishop of Winchester, grand-master. = This
bishop, at his own expense, built Magdalene college, Ox-
ford, and several religious houses. Eton college, mear
Windsor, and King’s college, at Cambridge, were also
founded during this reign. Henry himself founded Christ’s
college, Cambridge, as his queen Margaret of Anjou did
Queen’s college in the same university.

About this time, also, the masons were protected and en-
couraged by James I. of Bcotland; who, after his return
from captivity, became a zealous patron of the arts and
learning of all kinds. He honoured the lodges with his
royal presence, and settled an annual revenue of four
pounds Scots gan English noble) to be paid by every master-
mason in Scotland, to a grand-master chosen by the grand-
lodge, and approved by the crown, one nobly born, or an
eminent clergyman who had his deputies in cities and coun-
ties: something was likewise paid him by every new brother
at hisentry. His office entitled him to regulate every thing
in the fraternity, which could not come under the jurisdic-
tion of the law-courts; and, to prevent law-suits, both
jmason and lord, or builder and founder, appealed to him.
In his absence, they appealed to his deputy, or grand-
warden, who resided next the premises.

The flourishing state of masonry was interrupted by the
civil wars between the houses of York and Lancaster, which
broyght it almost totally into neglect. About 1471, how-
ever, it revived under the auspices of Robert Beauchamp,

, Pf“‘l{"l’ of Sarum, who had been appointed grand-master by
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Hdwadld TV, mndl hodoured with the title of Chancellor of the
Garter, W the castle and chapel of Windsor. It
again i during the reigns of Edward V. and Rich-
ard II1.; but came once mote into repute on the accession
of Henry VIL in 1485. It was now patronised by the mas.
ter and fellows of the order of St. John at Rhodes (now
Malta); who assembled their grand-lodge in 1500, and chose
Henry for their protector. On the 24th of Fune, 1502, a
Jodge of masters was formed in the palace, at which the
king presided as grand-master; and having appointed John
I5lip, abbot of Westminster, and sir Reginald Bray, knight
of the garter, his wardens for the occasion, proceeded in
great state to the east end of Westminster abbey, where he
Raid the first stone of that excellent piece of Gothic architec-
ture, called Henry the Seventh’s Chapel. The cape-stone of
this building was celebrated in 1507. The palace of Rich-
mond, as well as many other noble structures, were raised
under the direction of sir Reginald Bray; and the college of
Brazen-Nose, in Oxford, and Jesus and St. John’s, in Cam-
bridge, were all finished in this reién.
- On the accession of Henry VIII. Cardinal Wolsey was ap-
pointed grand-master; who built Hampton-court, Whitchall,
Christ-church college, Oxford, with several other noble edi-
fices; all of which, upon the disgrace of that prelate, were
forfeited to the crown in 1530. Wolsey was succeeded as
grand-master in 1534, by Thomas Cromwell, earl of Essex;
.who employed the fraternity in building St. James’s palace,
_ Christ’s hospital, and Greenwich castle. Cromwell being
- beheaded in 1640, John Touchet, lord Audley, succeeded to
the office of grand-master, and built Magdalen college, in
Cambridge, and many other structures. In 1547, the duke
_of Somerset, guardian to the king, and regent of the king-
dom, became superintendant of the masons, and built
. Somerset-house, in the Strand; which, on his being behead-
ed, was forfeited to the crown in 1552.
-+ After the death of the duke of Somersst, John Poynet,
~bishep of Winchester, presided over the lodges till the death
. of the king in 1558. From this time they continued with-
out any patron till the rveign of Elizabeth, when Sir
«/Thomas Sackville accepted of the office of grand-master.
dodges, however, had been held during this period in dif-
Ferent parts of England; but the general, or grand-lodge,
. assembled in the city of York, where, it is said, the frater-
nity were numerous and respectable, Of the queen we
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have the following curious anecdote with régard to the ma-
sons: Hearing that they were in possession of many secrets
which they refused to disclose, and being naturally jealous
of all secret assemblies, she sent an armed force to York
to break up their annual grand-lodge. The design was
prevented by the interposition of Sir Thomas Sackville,
who took care to initiate some of the chief officers, whom
she had sent on this duty, in the secrets of masonry. These
joined in communication with their new brethren, and made
so favourable a report to the queen on their return, that
she countermanded her orders, and never afterwards at-
tempted to disturb the mecting of the fraternity. In 1567,
Sir Thomas Sackville resigned the office of grand-master
in favour of Francis Russel, carl of Bedford, and Sir
Thomas Gresham, an eminent merchant. The former had
the care of the brethren in the northern part ef the king-
dom assigned to him, while the latter was appointed to
superintend the meetings in the south, where the society
had considerably increased, in consequence of the honour-
able report which had been made to the queen. The gene-
ral assembly, however, continued to meet at York as for-
merly; and here all records are kept, and appeals made, on
every important occasion, to the assembly.

Sir Thomas Gresham, abovementioned, proposed to erect
a-building in the city of London for the benefit of com-
merce; provided the citizens would purchase a spot proper
for the purpose. Accordingly, some houses between Corn-
hill and Threadneedle-street, being pulled down, the foun-
dation-stone of the building was laid on the 7th of June,
1566, and with such expedition was the work carricd on,
that the whole was finished in November, 1567. This build-
ing, which was constructed on the plan of the exchange of
Antwerp, was called at first simply the Bourse, but in Jan-
uary, 1570, the queen having dined with Sir Thomas, re-
turned through Cornhill, entered the Bourse on the south
side, and having viewed every part of the building, parti-
cularly the gallery which extended round the whole struc-
ture, and which was furnished with shops filled with all
sorts of the finest merchandize in the city, she caused the
edifice to be proclaimed, in her presence, by herald and
trumpet, the Royal Exchange; and on this occasion, it is
said Sir Thomas appeared publicly in the character of
grand-master.
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- The queen being now thoroughly convinced that the fra-
ternity of masons did not interfere in state affairs, became
quite reconciled to their assemblies, and from this time ma-
sonry made a considerable progress; lodges were held in
different l;arts-df the kingdom, particularly in London and
its neighbourhood, where the number of the brethren in-
creased considerably. Several great works were carried
on there under the auspices of Sir Thomas Gresham, from
whom the fraternity received every encouragement. Sir
Thomas was succeeded in the office of grand-master, by
Charles Howard, earl of Effingham, who continued to
preside over the lodges in the south, till the year 1588,
when George Hastings, ear] of Huntingdon, was chosen -
grand-master, and remained in the office till the decease of
the queen in 1603.

_ On the accession of James I. to the crown of England,
masonry flourished in both kingdoms, and lodges were held
in both kingdoms. A number of gentlemen returned from
their travels, with curious drawings of the old Greek and
Roman architecture, as well as strong inclinations to revive
a knowledge of it. Among these was the celebrated Inigo
Jones, who was appointed gencral surveyor to the king. He
was named grand-master of England, and was deputed by
the king to preside over the lodges.* Several learned men
were now initiated into the mysteries of masonry, and the
society increased considerably in reputation and consequence.
Ingenious artists resorted to England in great numbers;
lodges were constituted, as seminaries of instruction in the
sciences and polite arts, after the model of the Italian schools;
the communications of the fraternity were established, and
the annual festivals regularly dbserved. Under the direc-
tion of this accomplished architect, many magnificent struc-
tures were raised; and among the rest he was employed, by
command of the sovereign, to plan a new palace at White-
ball, worthy of the residence of the kings of England. This
was executed; but for want of a parliamentary fund, no
more of the plan was ever finished than the banqueting-house.
Inigo Jones continued in the office of grand-master till
the year 1618, when he was succeeded by the earl of Pem-
broke; under whose auspices many eminent and wealthy

® Mr. Preston observes, that the grand-master of the north, bears the title
of grand.master of all England. which (says be) may probably have beea
occasioned by the title of grand-master. woe
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mew Were imitiated, and the mystmu of the qrder held in
high estimation.

After Charles I. ascended the throne, earl Punbroko
eontinyed in his office till the year 1650, when he resigned
in favour of Henry Danvers, carl of Danby. This noble-
man was succeeded in 1638 by Thomas Howard, earl of
Arundel, the ancestor of the Norfolk family. In 1635,
Francis Russel, earl of Bedford accepted the govemment
of the society; but Inigo Jones baving continued to pstronisg
the lodges during his lordship’s administration, he was re-
elected the following year, and continued in office till the
year of his death, 1646. The progress of magoury, how-
pver, was for some time obstructed by the breaking out of
the civil wars; but it began to revive under the
.Charles II. who had been received intothe order durin
exile. Some lodges,during this reign,were constituted by lee
of the several noble grand-masters, and many gentlemen aug
famous scholars requested at that time to be admitted into t.hs
fraternity. On the 27th of December, 1663, a general gs.
sembly was held, where Henry Jennyn, earl of St. Alban’s,
was elected grand-master; who appointed Sir John Den-
bam his deputy, and Mr. Christopher Wren, afterwardg
the celebrated Sir Christopher Wren, and John Webb, his
wardens. At this assembly several useful regulations were
made, for the better government of the lodges; and the
greatest harmony prevailed among the whale fraternity. The
ear] of St. Alban’s was succeeded in his office of grand-
master, by earl Rivers, in the year 1666, when Sir Chris-
topher Wren was appointed deputy, and distinguished him-
self beyond any of his predecessors in promoting the pros-

rity of the lodges which remained at that time, particu-
P:rly that of St. Paul’s, now the lodge of Antiquity, which
he patronised upwards of 18 years. At this time he at-
tended the meetings regularly; and during his presidency
made a present to the ledge of three mahogany candle-
sticks, which at that time were very valuable. They are
skill preserved, and highly valued as a testimony of the
esteem of the donor,

The fire which, in 1666, destroyed such a great part of
Loudon, afforded aniple apportanity for the masons to exert
their abilities, After a calamity so sudden and extensive,
however, it became necessary to adopt seme regulations to
prevent such a catastrophe in time to came. It wasnew de-
termined, that in all the new buildings to be erected, stone
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should be used instead of timher. Wren was ordered by
the king and grand-master to draw up the plan of a city
with broad and regular streets. Sir Christopher Wren
was appointed surveyor-general, and principal architect,
for rebuilding the city; the cathedral of St. Paul, and all
the parochial churches enacted by parliament, in lieu of
those that were destroyed, with ether public structures.
This gentleman, however, cenceiving the charge to be too
impertant for a single person, selected fer his assistant
Mr. Robert Hook, professor of geometry, in Gresham col-
lege. 'The latter was immediately employed in measuring,
adjusting, and setting out the ground of the private streets,
to the several proprietors. The model and plan were laid
before the king and liouse of commons, and the prac-
ticability of the whole scheme, witheut any infringement
of private property: but unfortunately it happened, that
the greater part of the citizens were totally averse to leav-
ing their old habitations, and building houses in other
places; and so obstinate were they in their determinations,
that they chose rather to have their old city again, under
all its disadvantages, than a new one upon the improved
plan. Thus an opportunity was lost of making the new
city the most magnificent, as well as the most convenient
for health and commerce of any in Europe. Hence the
architect, being cramped in the execution of his plan, was
obliged to alter and abridge it, and to model the city after
the manner in which it has since appeared. In 1673, the
foundation-stone of the cathedral of St. Paul’s, was laid
with great solemnity, by the king in person, and the mallet
which he used on this occasion, is still preserved in the
lodge of antiquity, as a great curiosity.

During the time that the city was rebuilding, lodges
were held by the fraternity in different places. and many
new omes constituted, to which the best architects resorted.
In 1674, earl Rivers resigned the office of grand-master,
in favour of George Villiers, duke of Buckingham, who
left the care of the fraternity to his wardens, and sir
Christopher Wren, who still continued to act as deputy.
In 1679, the duke resigned in favour of Henry Bennet,
earl of Arlington: but this nobleman was too deeply en-
gaged in state affairs to attend to his duty as a mason,
though the lodges continued to meet under his sanction,
and many respectable gentlemen joined the fraternity.
During the short reign of James I1. the masens were much
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neglected. In 1685, sir Christopher Wren was elected tp
the office of grand-master, who appointed Gabrie] Cibl
and Mr. Edward Strong, his wardens: yet notwithstan
ing the great reputation and abilities of this celebra
architect, masonry continued in a declining way for many
years, and only a few lodges were held occasionally im
different parts of the kingdom.

At the revolution, the society was in such a low state
in the south of England, that only seven regular lodges
were held in London, and its suburbs; and of these only
two, viz. that of St. Paul’s, and one at St. Thomas’s hos-

ital, Southwark, were of any consequence. But in 1695,

ing William having been initiated into the mysteries,
honoured the lodges with his presence, particularly one
at Hampton-court, at which he is said to have frequently
presided during the time that the new part of his palace
was building. Many of the nebility also were present at
a general assembly, and feast, held in 1697, particularly
Charles, duke of Richmond, and Lenox, who was elected_
grand-master for that year; but in 1698, resigned his office
to sir Christopher Wren, who continued at the head of
the fraternity till king William’s death, in 1702.

During the reign of queen Anne, masonry made no
considerable progress. Sir Christopher’s age and infirmi-
ties drew off his attention from the duties of his office; the
annual festivals were entirely neglected, and the number
of masons considerably diminished. It was therefore de-
termined that the privileges of masonry should not be con-
fined to operative masons, but that people of all profes-
sions should be admitted to participate in them, provided
they were regularly approved, and initiated into the order.

Thus the society once more rose into esteein; and on the
accession of George I. the masons, now deprived of sir
Christopher Wren, resolved to unite again under a grand-
master, and revive the annual festivals. With this view,
the members of the only four lodges at that time existing
in London, met at the Apple-tree tavern, in Charles-street,
Covent Garden; and having voted the oldest master-mason,
then present, inte the chair, constituted themselves a
grand-lodge pro iempore. It was now resolved to remew
the quarterly communications among the brethren; and at
an annual meeting held on the 24th of June, the same year,
Mr. Anthony Sayer was elected grand-master, invested by
the oldest .mester-mason there present, installed by the
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mastey of the oldest lodge, and had due homage paid him
by the fraternity. Before this time, a sufficient number of
masons, met together within a certain district, had ample
power to make masons without a warrant of constitution;
but it was now determined, that the privilege of assembling
as masons should be vested in certain lodges or assemblies
of masons convened in certain places, and that every lodge
to be afterwards convened, excepting the four old lodges
then existing, should be authorised to act by a warrant
from the grand-master for the time, granted by petition
from certain individuals, with the consent and approbation
of the grand-lodge in communication; and that without
such warrant, no lodge should hereafter be deemed regular
or constitutional. The former privileges, however, were
still allowed to remain to the four old lodges then extant.
In consequence of this, the old masons in the metropolis
vested all their inherent privileges, as individuals, in the
four old lodges, in trust that they never would suffer the
ancient charges and land-marks to be infringed. The four
old lodges, on their part, agreed to extend their patronage
to every new lodge which should hereafter be constitated
according to the new regulations of the society; and while
they acted in conformity to the ancient constitutions of the
order, to admit their masters and wardens to share with
them all the privileges of the grand-lodge, that of prece-
dence only excepted.

Matters being thus settled, the brethren of the four old
Todges considered their attendance on the future communi-
cations of the society as unnecessary; and therefore trust-
ed implicitly to their masters and wardens, satisfied that
no measure of importance would be adopted without their
approbation. K was, however, soon discovered that the
new lodges being equally represented with the old ones at
the communications, would at length so far outnumber
them, that by a majority they might subvert the privileges
of the original masons of England which had been cen-
tered in the four old lodges; on which account a code of
laws was, with the consent of the brethren at large, drawn
mme future government of the society. To this the

ing was annexed, binding the grand-master for the
timte'being, his successors, and the master of every lodge
5" Be'' hereafter constituted, to preserve it inviolably:
«FEvery annual grand-lodge has an inhefént power and
authority to make new regulations, or to WNer“these for

-~
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the real benefit of this ancient fraternity, provided always
that the old land-marks be carefully preserved: and that
such alterations and new regulations be proposed and
agreed to, at the third quarterly communication preceding
the annual grand feast; and that they be offered also to the
perusal of all the brethren before dinner, in writing, even
of the youngest apprentice; the apprebation and consent of
the majority of all the brethren present being absolutely
necessary to make the same bindiug and obligatory.” To
commemorate this circumstance, it has been customary,
ever since that time, for the master of the oldest lodge to
attend every grand installation; and, taking precedence of
all present, the grand-master only excepted, to deliver the
book of the original constitutions to the new installed.
grand-master, on his promising obedience to the ancient
charges and general regulations.

By this precaution, the original constitutions were esta-
blished as the basis of all succeeding masonic jurisdiction
in the south of England; and the ancient land-marks, as
they are called, or the boundaries set up as checks against
innovation, were carefully secured from the attacks of any
future invaders. No great progress, however, was made
during the administration of Mr. Sayer, only two lodges
being constituted, though several brethren joined the old
ones. In 1718, Mr. Sayer was succeeded by Mr. George
Payne, who collected many valuable manuscripts on the
subject of masonry, and earnestly requested, that the fra-
ternity would bring to the grand-lodge, any old writings
or records concerning the fraternity, to show the usages of
ancient times: and in consequence of this invitation, seve-
ral old copies of the Gothic constitutions were produced,
arranged, and digested. Another assembly and feast were
held on the 24th of June, 1719, when Dr. Desaguliers was
unanimously elected grand-master. At this feast the old,
regular, and peculiar toasts were introduced; and from
this time we may date the rise of free-masonry on its pre-
sent plan, in the south of England. Many new lodges
‘were established, the old ones visited by many masons who
had long neglected the craft, and several noblemen initiated
into the mysteries. In 1720, however, the fraternity sus-
tained an irreparable loss by the burning of several valua-
ble manuscripts, concerning the lodges, regulations,
charges, secrets, &c. (particularly one written by Mr..
Nicholas Stone, the warden under Inigo Jones.) This was
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done by seme scrupulous brethren, who were alarmed at
the publication of the masonic constitutions. At a quar-
terly communication it was this year agreed, that, for the
future, the new grand-master shall be named and proposed
to the grand-lodge some time befere the feast; and if ap-
proved and present, he shall be saluted as grand-master
elect; and that every grand-master, when he is installed,
shall have the sole power of appointing his deputy and war-
dens according to ancient custom.

In the mean time masonry continued to spread in the
north as well as the south of England. The general as-
sembly, or grand-lodge at York, continued to meet as
usual. Several lodges met in 1705, under the direction of
sir John Tempest, baronet, then grand-master; and many
persons of worth and character were initiated into the
mysteries of the fraternity. The greatest harmony sub-
sisted between the two grand-lodges, and private lodges
were formed in both parts of the kingdom under their sepa-
rate jurisdiction. The only distinction which the grand-
lodge in the north appears to have retained, is in the title
of the Grand Lodge of all Enmgland; while the other was
only called the Grand Lodge of England. The latter, how-
ever, being encouraged by some of the principal nobility,
soon acquired consequence and reputation, while the other
seemed gradually to decline; but, till within these few years,
the autherity of the grand-lodge at York, was never chal-
lenged; on the other hand, every mason in the kingdom
held that assembly in the highest veneration, and consider-
ed himself bound by the charges which originated from
that assembly. It was the glory and boast of the brethren,
in almost every country where masoury was established,
to be accounted descendants of the original York masons:
and from the universality of the idea that masonry was
first established at York, by charter, the masons of Eng-
land have received tribute from the first states in Europe.
At present, however, this social intercourse is abolished,
and the lodges in the north and south are almost entirely
unknown to one another; and neither the lodges of Scot-
land nor Ireland, court the correspondence of the grand
lodge at London. 'This is said to have been owing to the
introduction of some innovations among the lodges in the
south; but for the coolness which subsists between the two
grand-lodges another rcason is assigned. A few brethren
at York, having, en some trivial occason, seceded from
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fheir ancient hd%' they aj d to London for & warrand
of constitution. Their application was howoured without
any imquiry inte the merits of the case; and thus, instead
of being recommended te the mother-lodge to be restored
to favour, these brethrem were encouraged to revolt, and
permitted, under the sanction of the grand-lodge in Lon-
don, to open a newlodge in the city of York itself. This
illegal extension of power justly offended the grand-lodge
at York, and occasioned a breach which has never yet been
made up. i

The duke of Buccleugh, whe, in 1728, succeeded the
duke of Wharton as grand-master, first proposed the
scheme of raising a general fund for distressed masens.
The duke’s motion was supported by lord Paisley, coloned
Houghton, and a few other brethren; and the grand-lodge
appointed a committee to consider of the moyt effectual
means of carrying the scheme inte exccution.} The dis-
posal of the charity was firet vested in seven bréthren; but
this number being found too small, nine more were added.
It was afterwards rosolved that 12 masters of contributing
Jodges, in rotation with the grand officers, should form the
committee; and by another regulation since made, it has
been determined that all past and present grand officers,
with the masters of all regular lodges which shall have
contributed within 12 months, to the charity, shail be mem-
bers of the committee. This committee meets four times
in the year, by virtue of a summons from the grand-master,
or his deputy. The petitions of the distressed brethren
are considered at these meetings; and if the petitioner be
considered as a deserving object, he is immediately reliev-
ed with five pounds. If the circumstances of the case are
of a peculiar nature, his petition is referred to the next
communication, where he is relieved with any sum the com-
mittce may have sg:ciﬁed, not exceeding 20 guineas at one
time. Thus the distressed have always found ready relief
from this general charity, which is supported by the vo-
luntary contributions of different lodges out of their pri-
vate funds, without being burdensome to any member in
the society. Thus has the committee of charity for free
masons been established; and so liberal have the contribu-
tions been, that though the sums annually expended for
the relief of the distressed brethren have, for several years
past, amountcd to many thousand pounds, there still re-
mains a considerable sum.
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The most remarkable events which of late have takem
place in the affairs of masonry, are the initiation of Omi-
tul Omrah Bahauder, eldest son af the nabob of the Car-
natic, whe was received by the lodge of Trichinopoly, in
the year 1779. The news being officially transmitted to
England, the grand-lodge determined to send a congratu-
latory letter to his highness on the occasion, accompanied
with an apron elegantly decorated, and a copy of the book
of Constitutions, superbly bound. The execution of this
commission was entrusted to sir John Duy, advocate-gene-
ral of Bengal; and in the beginning of 1780, an answer
was received from his highness, acknowledging the receipt
of the present, and expressing the warmest attachment
and benevolence to his brethren in England. The letter
was written in the Persian language, and inclosed in an
elegant cover of cloth of gold, and addressed to the grand-
master and grand-lodge of England. A proper reply was
made; and a translation of his highness’s letter was order-
ed to be copied on vellum, and, with the original, elegantly
framed and glazed, and hung up in the hall at every
public meeting of the society.

After such a long history of the rise and progress of ma-
sonry, it must be natural to enquire into the uses of the in-
stitution, and for what purpose it has been patronised
by so many great and illustrious personages. The pro-
found secrecy, however, in which every thing relating to
masonry is involved, prevents us from being very parti.
cular on this head. The masons themselves say, in genc-
ral, that it affords relief to the poor and needy, promotes
philanthropy, friendship, and merality; and that in propor<
tion as masonry bas been cultivated, the countries have
been civilized. How far this can be depended upon, the
fraternity themselves best know. Another advantage, how-
ever, seems less equivocal, viz. that its signs serve as a
kind of universal langnage, so that by means of them,
people of the most distant nations may become acquainted,
and enter into friendship with one another. This cer.
tainly must be accounted a very important circumstance;
and considering the great number which have been, and
daily are, admitted to the society, and their inviolable at-
tachment to the art, we must in candour conclude, that it
cl::tains something of great importasce to mankind at

8¢
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GENERAL REGULATIONS.

FThe following General Regulations for the Government of the
Masonic Cralt,are extracted from a work, entitled «The True
Ahiman Rezon,” compiled and Rnblished by Laurence Der-
mott, Esq. at that time, 1772, R. W. D. G. M. of Ancient
York Masons, in England. Much stress having been laid on
the opinions of this author, I have judﬁed it proper to insert
them at large, leaving the experienced brother to read and
compare the sentiments therein contained, with the various
regulations by which the Grand and Subordinate Lodges in the
respective states are at present governed. Few brethren, af-

- ter a careful perusal, will hesitate to admit, that they contain '
the principal foundation on which our stupendous fabric is
erected. The author concludes his introductory remarks ua-
der the head of a Philacteria, for such gentlemen as may
be inclined to become Free Masons, as follows:]

Ix the first place, when you intend to be made a free-
mason, go with your friend to the lodge, and desire him
to shew you the warrant, or dispensation, by which the
lodge is held: that is to say, an instrument printed or writ-
ten upon parchment, and signed by some noble grand-mas-
ter, his deputy and grand wardens, and grand secretary,
and sealed with their grand lodge seal, &c. constituting
and appointing particular persons [therein named] as mas-
ter and wardens, with full power to congregate and hold a
lodge at such a place, and therein make and admit free-
masons, according to the most ancient and honourablc cus-
tom of the royal craft, in all ages and nations throughout
the known world, with full power and authority te nomi-
nate, chuse and instal their successors. When they pro-
duce this authority, or warrant, then call for the bye-laws,
and, having seriously perused them, consider whether your
natural disposition will incline you to be conformable to
them. Next call for the roll, or list of members, where
you may find the names of some of your intimate and most
esteemed friends, or perhaps the names of such [other of
your acquaintances] as you would not chuse to associate
with, If these researches prove agreeable, then you may
venture to lay down the deposit money, [as it is called]
but if they do not produce the grand-master’s authority by
warrant or dispensation, you are to look upon them naf
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bnly as the magma of free-masons, but the very dregs of
mankind, who, under the cloak of brotherly love, are ever
upon the watch for an opportunity to pick your pockets,
and make you contemptible into the bargain.* Doubtless
you will wonder how, or by what means, such abandoned
wretches got admittance into a fraternity which boast of so
much honour and virtue, as to rank themselves with kings
and ‘princes, especially if they adhere strictly to the fore-
going regulation. To fhis I answer, that some of the
Landlords,t where the lodges are held, do often recom-
mend persons to be made free-masons, and that the lucra-
tive view takes place [too often] where impartiality, honesty
and virtue ought to be the points of sight.} That others
‘have stood the test of the strictest scrutiny, behaved well
for many years, and afterwards fell into all manner of
‘vices, which serves to shew the instability and weakness
of mankind, and that all the doctrine of laws upon earth,
without the grace of God, is not sufficient to make men
wise, or deter them from evil. Nevertheless, in the system of
free-masonry, there -are many ways to mend the manners,
polish the disposition, eorrect the judgment and refine the
taste of a soul virtuously inclined. And as the number of
good and wise free-masons have always greatly exceeded

- ® For a confirmation hereof read the eighth regulation, (page 46) where
it is ordered, that no person so made, nor any concerned in making him,
shall be a grand officer, nor an officer of any particular lodge, nor shall any
such partake of the grand charity, if they should come to want it.

.1 Ido not charge landlords in general with such evil proceedings, be-
cause I know many of them that abhor sinister views, and would sacrifice
all pecuniary interest, hefore they would bresk through any of the sacred
rules or orders of the craft: nevertheless, much reformation is still wanted in
this quarter. ’

4 Candour obliges us to admit, that- heretofore improper characters have
been admitted by some of our lodges, to the great disgrace and scandal of
the craft; and we speak confidently that our ranks have more frequently been
tainted by the same characters of whom our author here complains—the
very dregs of society, who, having been  unlawfully initiated in Europe,
bave been thrown upon our shores, to batten on the provision prepared for
the deserving poor brother, or his still poorer widow and orphans. But the
same candour demands, and to the honour of free-masons in America, let
it be proclaimed, that few such instances as are here complained of, origi-
nate with us. Spurious lodges are, we believe, wholly unknown; and in all
cases where even regularly warranted lodges have transcended their privi-
l:sa, by introducing immoral, or otherwise improper characters, the grand
lodges have promptly exercised the right vested in them, by withdrawing
the dispensation, or warrant, of such offending lodge, and publicly suspend-
ed or expelled the members thereof, «all of whom are forever deprived the
benefits and privileges of the institution; unless, by a subsequent penitent
conduct, they rec%ive grace from the same high authority.—Compiler.

¢
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that of the foolish and wicked, it would be as absurd te
condemn the whole for part, as it would be in the Jews to
condemn Shem and Japhet for the curse brought upon
Ham; or the Christians to condemn the eleven apostles,
because Judas turned traitor. But this is not altogether
the business of a guide; therefore I beg leave to resume my
proper character, and earnestly desire you to shun mason
clubs; that is to say, lodges formed without authority, for
you may rest fully assured, that such clubs are generally
composed of excluded members, or persons clandestinely
made by them, and consequently incapable of giving pro-
per instructions to their pupils. Or, admit them capable
of giving proper instructions, even then, the new brethren
will be led in the dark, because it is the interest of the re-
bel party to conceal the essentials of the craft, which, if
revealed, must of course prove themselves to be villains,
Therefore, in order to avoid falling into such hands,
earnestly beg of you, to have no communication with any
lodge or set of men under the denomination of a free-ma-
son’s lodge, until they produce the grand-master’s auytho-
rity, signed and sealed as before mentioned. But having
produced such authority, you may then enter in the name
of God! where you will be acquainted with mysteries,
which are not permitted to be revealed by a guide, especi-
ally out of the lodge: And if, after such entrance, or admis-
sion, you find that I have misled you, I do hereby give you
full liberty to expose me as a blind guide; but if expe-
rience teach you that my instruction:‘ﬂas well as my in-
tentions) were just, then I hope you will do me the honour
of calling me a faithful brother. And that the God of all
light and truth (who is the giver of all good gifts and
graces) may bless, prosper, and direct you, in all yeur
public and private (lawful) undertakings, is the hearty
prayer of,

Gentlemen, your faithful and obedient servant,
LAURENCE DERMOTT,
Late Deputy Grand-Master.
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The General Regulations of the Free and JAccepted
Maso

OLD REGULATIONS.

1. ‘The grand-master or depu-
ty has full authority and right,
not only to be present, but also
to preside in every lodge, with
the master of the lodge on his
Ieft hand: and fo order his
grand-wardens to attend him,
who are not to act as wardens
of particular lodges, but in his
¥resence, and at his command;

or the grand-master, while in
a particular lodge, may com-
mand the wardens of that lodge,
or any other master-masons,
to act as his wardens, pro tem-

pore.

14

II. The master of a particu-
lar lodge, has the right and au-
thority of congregating the
members of his lodge into a
chapter, upon an emergency or
occurrence, as well as to ap-
point the time and place of
their usual forming; and in case
of death or sickness, or neces-
sary absence of the master, the
senior warden shall act as mas-
ter, pro tempore, if no brother
is present who has been master
of that lodge before; for the ab-

® Xshall at all times be conformable, and
worshipful grand lodE of regular free-masons, :
distinguished by gold jewels, and them according

officers only should

'out shewin
: pearing to the grand lodge, ac-

ns‘

NEW REGULATIONS.
I, That is only when the
grand-wardens are absent, for

'the grand-master cannot de-

prive them of their office with-
cause, fairly ap-

cording to the old regulation,
XVILIL. so that if they are pre-
sent in a particular fZ)dge with
the grand-master, they must
act as wardens there.

Some grand lodge have or-
dered that none but the grand-
master, his depuly and war-
dens (who are tze only grand-

officers) should wear their jew-

els in gold, pendant to blue®

ribbons about their necks, and
white leather aprons with blue
silks which sort of aprons may
also be worn by former grand
officers.

II. It was agreed, that if a

‘master of a particular lodge is

deposed, or demits, the senior
warden shall forthwith fill the
master’s chair till the next time
of choosing, and ever since in
the master’s absence he fills
the chair, even though a former
master be present; except he
has a mind to henour a more
skilful past-master; which is fre«
quently the case.

due respect to every right
Kg am well assured that grand

to their proper order; but at the same time I am certain, that every mem-
ber of the grand lodge has an undoubted right to wear purple, blue, white,
or crimson.
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OLD REGULATIONS.
sent master’s authority reverts
to the last master present,
though he cannot act till the
senior warden congregates the
lodge.

L. The master of each par-
ticular lodge, or one of the war-
de;xs, or some other brother by
appointment of the master,
shall keep a book,* containing
their bye-.laws, the names of
their members, and a list of all

GENERAL REGULATIONS:

NEW REGULATION§.

ITI. No lodge shall be
moved from their stated place
of meeting, to another house,
without giving previous notice.
to the grand secretary, contain-
ing reasons for the removaly}
under the forfeiture of one

the lodges in town, with the
usual times and places of their
forfhing, and also the transac-
tions of their own lodge, that
are proper to be written.

IV. No lodge shall make
more than five new brothers at
one and the same time, without
an urgent necessity; nor any
man under the age of twenty-
five years,t who must also be
his own master, unless by a
dispensation from the grand-
master.

V. No man can be accepted
a member of a particular lodge,

® In America this duty is always performed by a secretary, who is chosen
b‘i a majority of the ::yrethren at the same meeting at which the other
officers of the lodge are elected—most usually at the regular meeting of
the lodge next preceding the festivals of St. John the Baptist and St. John
the Evangelist.— Compiler.

This article is still in force under the jurisdiction of the grand
ge of Maryland, but the qualification is twenty-one years.—b.

4 It being very unusual for American lodges to meet in houses of public
entertainment; but, on the contrary, either in buildings erected solely for
their own accommodation; or in some spacious suit of rooms, obtained on
lease for a considerable term—it is believed the merit of this article has
rarely been considered. In Philadelphia, a spacious and splendid fabric, in
the Gothic utyle of architecture, has been erected, at an enormous expense.
In this building, which is at once an honour to the craft, and the greatest -
ornament of that growing city, not only the grand lodge, but all the subor.
diate lodges, are in their regular rotation, accommodated, as well as the chap-
ters of H. R. A. Masons, and the exalted degrees of K. T.and K. of M. &c.
In other cities also the brethren occupy their own property; and the frater-
nity in Baltimore, are now erecting an elegant hall, a plate of the eleva-
tion on the west front of which accompanies this work—ik

guinea to the grand charity.

n

IV. This regulation is ne-
lected for several reasons, and
is now obsolete.

V. The grand secretary can
direct the petitioners in the
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without previous notice one
month before given to the lodge,
in order to make due enquiry
into the reputation and capacity
of the candidate, unless by a
dispensation.

I. But no man can be en-
tered a brother in any particu-
lar lodge, or adm 'xttec{ a mem-
ber thereof, without the unani-
mous consent of all the mem-
bers of that lodge then present,
when the candidate is proposed,
and when their consent 1s for-
mally asked by the master, they
are to give their consent in
their own prudent ways; either
virtually, or in form; but with
unanimity: nor is this inherent
privilege subject to.a dispensa-
tion, because the members of a

articular lodge are the best
Judges of it; and because, if a
turbl(lilent m}:ember shoulg be im-l-

sed on them, it might spoi
E)eir harmony, or hilx%der pt(}:e
freedom of their communica-
tion, or even break or disperse
the lodge, which ought to be
avoided by all that are trueand
faithful.
.v. VIL. Every new brother, at
his entry, is decently to clothe
the lodge, that is, all the bre-
thren present, and to deposit
.something for the relief of the
indigent and decayed brethren,
as the candidate shall think fit
to bestow, over and above the
small allowance that may be
stated in the bye-laws of that

45
NEW REGULATIONS.

form of a dispensation, if want

ed; but if they know the can

didate, they do not require a
dispensation.

VI. No visiter, however skill-
ed in masonry, shall be admit-
ted into a lodge, unless he is
personally known to, or well
vouched and recommended by
one of that lodge then present.®

But it was found inconve-
nient to insist upon unanimity
in several cases, and therefore
the grand-masters have allowed
the lodges to admit a member if
there are not above three bal-
lots against him; though some
lodges desire no such allow~
ance.

- VII. See this explained in
the account of the constitution
of the general charity; only
particular lodges are not limit-
ed, but may take their own me-
thod for charity.

® 1 shall not mention the cause of the above new regulation bein%madg
but certain it is that real free-masons have no occasion for any such regu-
lation, they being able to distinguish a true brother, let his country or

langua
pretenders to deceive us.

be ever so remote or obscure to us, nor is it in the power of false
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oLp uan'll"xlo:s.m
rticular lodge, which charity
g::.ll be keo:tg%y the cashier;
also the candidate shall solemn-
ly promise to submit to the
constitutions, and other good
usages, that shall be intimated
to him, in time and place con-
venient,

VIIL No set or number of
brethren shall withdraw or sepa-
rate themselves from the lodge
in which they were made, or
were afterwards admitted
members, unless the lodge be-
come too numerous; nor even
then, without a dispensation
from the grand-master or depu-
ty; and when thus separated,

ey must either immediately
{oin themselves to such other
odges that they shall like best,
who are willing to receive them,
or else obtain the grand-mas-
ter’s warrant to join in forming
a new lodge, to be regularly
constituted in good time.

If any set or number of ma-
sons, shall take upon them-
selves to form a lodge without
the grand-master’s warrant, the
regular lodges are not to coun-
tenance them, nor awn them as
fair brethren duly formed, nor
approve of their acts and deeds;
but must treat them as rebels,
until they humble themselves
.as the nd-master shall, in
his prudence direct, and until
he approve of them by his war-
rant signified to the other lodges,
as the custom is when a new
lodge is to be registered in the
grand lodge book.

GENERAL REGULATIONS.

¥EW REGULAYIONS.

VHI. Eveuy brother can-
cerned in making masons clan.
destinely, shall not be allowed
to visit any lodge till he has
made due submission, even
though the brother so admitted
ma allowed.

one who make a stated
lodge without the grand-mas.
ter’s warrant shall be admitted
into refular lodges, till they -
make due submission, and ob-
tain grace.

If any brethren form a |
without leave, and shall irregu-
larly make, that is without the
grand-master’s warra..t, new
brothers, they shall not be ad-
mitted into any regular lodge,
no not as visiters, till they ren-
der a good reason, or make due
submission.

If any lodge within the limits
of the city of London, cease to
meet regularly during twelve
months successive, and not keep
up to the rules sad orders of
the grand lodge, its number and
 place shall be erased and dis-
.continued in the grand ledge
booke; and if they petition to
be inserted or owned as a regu-
lar lodge, it must lose its for-
mer place and rank of prece-
dency, and submitto a new con-
stitution.

Seeing that some extraneous

J

brothers have been lately made
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QLD REGULATIONS.

IX. But if any brother so far
misbehave himself, as to render
his lod
thrice duly admonished by the
masterand wardensin thatlodge
formed; and if he will not re-
frain his imprudence, nor obe-
diently submit to the advice of
his brethren, he shall be dealt
with according to the bye-laws
of that particular lodge; or else
in such manner as the grand
lodge shall in their great pru-
dence think fit, for which a new
regulation may be afterwards
made.

.

uneasy, he shall be-

a7

NEW RBGULATIONS.

in a clandestine manner; that
is, in no regular lpdge, nor by
any authority or dispensation
from the grand-master, and
upon small and unworthy con-
siderations, to the dishonour of
the craft.

The grand lodge decreed,
that no person so made, noran
concerned in making him, shall
be an officer of any particular
lodge; nor shall any such par-
take of the general charity, if
they should come to want it.

IX. Whereas several disputes
have arisen about the removal
of lodges from one house to
another, and it has been ques-
tioned in whom that power is
invested, it is hereby declared,
That no lodge be removed with-
out the master’s kenowledge, that
no motion be made for remov-
ing in the master’s absence, and
that if the motion be seconded,
or thirded, the master shall or-
der summons to every indivi-
dual member, speci};ing the
business, and a;:fointmg a day
| for hearing and determining the
affair, at least ten days before,
and the determination shall be
made by the majority; but if he
be of the minority against re-
moving, the lodge shall not be
removed, unlessthe majority con-
sists of full two thirds of the
members present.

But if the master refuse to
direct such summons, either of
the wardens may do it; and if
the master neglects to attend
on the day fixed, the warden
may preside in determining the
affair in the manner prescribed;

but they shall net, in the mas-
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ter’s absence, enter upon any
other cause but what is particu-
larly mentioned in the same
summons.

And if the lodge is thus re-
gularly ordered to be removed,
the master or warden shall send
notice to the secretary of the
grand lodge, for publishing the
same at the next grand lodge.

X. Upon a sudden emergen-
cy, the grand lodge has allowed
a private brother to be present;
and, with leave asked and given,
to signify his mind, if it was
about what concerned masonry,
but not to vote.

QLD REGULATIONS, *

X. The majority of every
particular lodge, when congre-
gated, not else, shall have pri-
vilege of giving instructions to
their master and wardens be-
fore the meeting of the grand
chapter, because the said officers
are their representatives, and
supposed to sgeak the senti-
ments of their brethren, at the
said grand lodge.

XI. All particular lodges are
to observe the like usages as
much as possible; in order to
which, and algo for cultivating
a good understanding among
free-masons, some members of

XI. The same usages for sub~
stance are actually observed in
every regular lodge of real free
and accepted masons, which is
much owing to visiting brethren,
who compare the usages.t

every lodge shall be deputed to
visit other lodges, as often as
shall be thought convenient.*

® It has been customary of late years, for the grand lodges, at their yearly
eommunications, to appoint, among other officers, certain judicious and
experienced brethren to act as inspectors of the work, whose duty it is to visit
occasionally, the lodges which are placed under their immediate jurisdic.
tion; and to report the state of such lodges, as well relating to their order-
ly deportment, as their strict conformity to the regulations of the grand
lodge.—Compiler.

It is a truth beyond contradiction, that the free and accepted masons in
and, Scotland, and the ancient masons in England, haveone and the same
customs, , and ceremonies: but this is not the case with the modern
masons in England, who differ materially, not only from the above, but from
most masons under Heaven.® ‘

® Since the publication of Mr. Dermott’s work, a complete union has
been formed, not only in England, but in Ireland and Scotland also. There
the distinction between ancient and modern masons has subsided by a so-
‘l’:;en: league; some account of which is given in the present work.—Com-
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ORD, REGULATIUNS,

XH. The grand lodge con-
sists of, and is formed by, the
waaters and wardens of all the
particular lodges upon recotd,
with the grand-master at their
head, the deputy am his left
hand, and the grand wardens
in their places. ,

These must have their quar-

terly communications, or month-
ly meetings and adjournments,
as often as occasion requires,
dn some convenient place, as
the d-master shall appoint,
where none shall be present but
its own preper members, with-
out leave asked and given; and
while such a stranger, though a
brother, stays, he is not allowed
to vote, nor even to speak to
any question, without leave of
the grand lodge, or unless he is
desired to give his opinion.

All matters in the grand
lodge are determined by a ma-
jority of votes, each member

aving one vote, and the grand-
master two votes, unless the
Eand lodge leave any particu-

r thing to the determination
of the grand-master, for the
sake of expedition.

XIII. At the grand lodge
meeting, all matters that con-
cern the fraternity in general,
or particular lodges, or single
brothers, are sedately and ma-
turely to be discoursed of.

1. Apprentices must be ad-
mitted fellow crafts and mas-
ters only here, unless by a dis-

i —
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X1I. There must be no less
ﬂtl'aav the m:i,stelizd and wardens
of, five regular. 8, together
with one or all of %lfe gra%d of-
ficers at their head, to form a
grand lodge. :

No new lodge is owned, nor
their officers admitted into the

and lodge, unless it be regu-

arly constituted and registered.

All who have been or aball be
grand-masters, shall be mem-
bers- of and vote in all grand
lodges. :

All who have been or shall
be deputy grand-masters, shall
be members of and vote in all

nd lodges.*
graA“ vvhge have been or shall
be grand wardens, shall be
members of and vote in all
grand lodges.

Masters or wardens of parti-
cular lodges, shall never attend
the grand lodge without their
jewels, except upon giving good
and sufficient reasons.

If any officer of a particular
lodge cannot attend, he may
send a brother of his lodge, that
has been in that or a higher
office before, with his jewel and
clothing, to supply his room and
support the honour of his ledge.

111. What busipess cannot
be transacted at one lodge, may
be referred to the committee of
charity, and by them reported
to the next grand lodge.

'The master of a lodge, with
his wardens, and a competent
number of the lodge, assembled
in due form, can make mas-

® Past masters of warranted lodges on record, are allowed this privilege,
whilst they continue to be members of any regular lodge.

7



50

OLD REGULATIONS.
pensation from the grand-mas-
ter.®

2, Here also all differences
that cannot be made up, or ac-
commodated privately, nor by
a particular lodge, are to be se-
riously considered and decided;
and if any brother thinks him-
self aggrieved by the decision,
he may appeal to the grand
lodge next ensuing, and leave
his appeal in wrltu|§l with the

d-master, the deputy or
grand wardens.t

Hither also all the officers of

rticular lodges shall bring a
ri:t of such members as have
been made, or even admitted by
them since the last grand lodge.

4. - There shall be boeks kept
by the grand-master or deputy,
or rather by some other brother
appointed  secretary of t
grand lodge, wherein shall
recorded all the lodges, wi

the usual times and places.of |

their forming, and the names of
all the members of each I ]
also all the affairs of the gran

lodge thatare proper to be writ-

ten.
5. The d lodge shall con-
sider of tmost g:Eudent and
collecting

effectual means o

GENERAL REGULATIONS.

NEW REGULATIONS.

ters and fellows at discres
tioix. din

t was agreed in the grand
lodge, thaatgrno petitions or ap-
peals shall be heard on the an-
nual grand lodge or feast day;
nor shall any business be trans-
acted that tends to interrupt
the harmony of the assembly,
but all shall be referred to
next grand lodge, or stewards’
lodge.

These lists are brought to the
grand lod%e every quarter, viz.
on the first Wednesday in
March, June, September, and
December.

and disposjng of what money

® This is a very ancient regulation, but seldom

put in practice; new

masons being generally made at private lodges; however, the right

ful grand-master has 1{11 power and authority to make, or mlghwm
in his worship’s presence, free and ted masons at sight, and such mak-
ing is good.® But they cannot be made out of his worship’s presence, with-
out a written dispensation for that purpose. Nor can his worship obli
any warranted lodge to receive the persons so made, if the members :houﬁ
declare against him or them; but, in such case, the right worshipful grand-
master may grant them a warrant and form them into a new lodge.

thI 1;1313 wa; the custom in timTlof old; but ever since the institution of

oftice of grand secretary, all writings in the nature of a
petitions are left with himfm.y e ppesls and

¢ This is a great stretch of power, not recognized, or at leas believes
not practised in this country.— Compiter, b " b e
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shall be lodged with them on
charity, towards the relief only
of any true brother fallen into
]e)lo:eerty and decay, but none

6. But each particular lodge
may dispose of their own cha-
rity for poor brothers, accord-
ing to their own bye-laws, until
it be agreed by all the lodges,
in a new regulation,* to carr
in the charity collected by them,
to the grand lodge at their
quarterly or annual communi-
cation, in order to make a com-
mon stock for the more hand-
some relief of poor brethren.

7. They shalnppoint a trea-
surer, a brother of worldly
substance, who shall be a mem-
ber of the grand lodge by virtue
of his office, and shall be al-
ways present, and have power
to move to the grand lodge any
thing that concerns his office.

8. To him shall be committed
all money raised for the gene-
ral charity, or for any other
use of the grand lodge, which
he shall write down in a book,
with the respective ends and
uses for which the several sums
are intended, and shall expend
or disburse the same by such a
certain order signed, as the
grand lodge shall hereafter

to in a new regulation,

“But by virtue of his office, as
treasurer, without any other
gulliﬁcaﬁon, he shall not vote
in choosi:f a new grand-master
and grand wardens, though in

every other transaction.

61
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See Regulations for Charity,
page 92.

® See this explained in the regulation for charity.

Digitized by GOO({IC
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9. In like manner the secre-
tary shall be a member of the
grand lodge, by virtue of his
office, and shall vote in every
thing, except inl choosing grand
officers. :

10. The treasurer and secre-
tary may have each a clerk or
assistant, if they think fit, who
must be a brother and a master
mason, but must never be a
member of the grand lodge,
nor speak without being allow-
ed or commanded.

11. The grand-master or de-
puty, have authority always to
command the treasurer and se-
cretary to attend him, with
their clerks and books, in order
to sce how matters go on, and
to know what is expedient to be
done upon an emergency.

12. Another brother and mas-
ter-mason should be appointed
the tyler, to look after the door;
but he must be no member of
the grand lodge.

13. But these offices may be
further explained by a new re-
gulation, when the necessity or
expediency of them may more
appear than at present to the
fraternity.

XIV. If at any grand lodge,
stated or occasional, monthly or
annual, the grand-master and
deputy should both be absent,
then the present master of a
lodge that has been longest a
free-mason, shall take the chair,
and preside as nd-master,
pro tempore, and shall be vested
with all the honour and power
for the time being, provided
there is no brother present that
hias heen grand-master or deputy

BENERAL REGULATIONS,

¥EW REGULATIONG.

Another brether and master-
mason is appointed pursuivant,
and stationed at the inward
door of the grand ledge; his
business is to repert the nmames
and titles of all that want ad-
mittance, and to ﬁ' upon mes-
sages, &c. but he is not a
member of the .grand lodge,
nor allowed to speak without
orders.

XIV. In the first edition the
right of grand wardens was
omitted in this regulation, and
it has been since found that the
old lodges never put into the
chair the master of a particular
lodge, bu::d when there was no
grand warden in company, pre-
sent nor former; anl:ia tiagrien
such a case, a grand officer al-
ways took place of any master
of alodge that has not béén a
grand officer.
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formerly; for the last former
grand-master or deputy in com-
pany, takes place of right in
the -absence of the grang-mas'-
ter or deputy.

XV. In the grand lodge none
can acts as dwarde(;is “tif the
present grand wardens, if in
company';g“md if absent, the
grand-master shall order private
:ardens to act as grand lwar-

ens pro tempore, whose places
are tﬂe sug:lzed by tvyo fel-
low-crafts, or master-masons of
the same lodge, called forth to
act, or sent thither by the mas-
ter thereof; or if by him omit-
ted, the d-master, or he
that presides, shall call them
forth to act; so that the grand
lodge may be always complete.
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Therefore, in case of the ab-
sence of all grand-masters and
depuities, the presemt senior
grand warden fills the chair
and in his absence, the junior
grand warden; and his absence
the oldest former grand warden
in company; and if no former
grand officer be found, then the
oldest free-mason who is now
the master of a lodge.*

But to aveid disputes, the
grand-master usually gives a
Karﬁcularcommission,underhis
in.m:(:ng B:Bd of oﬂflce, counter-
8 e grand secretary,
togfhe serj:ior g%z:nd warden, Zr
in his absence to the junior, to
act as a deputy grand-master,
when the deputy is not in town,

XV, Soon after the first edi-
tion of the book of constitutions,
the grand lodge finding it was
alwa{s the ancient usage that
the oldest former grand wardens
supplied the places of those of
the year when absent, the
grand-masters ever since has
ordered them to take place im-
mediately, and act as grand
wardens, pro fempore, which
they always do in the absence
of the grand wardens for the
year, except when tho}y have
waved their privilege for that
time, to’ honour .some brother,
whom they thought more fit
for the present service.

But if no former grand war-
dens are in company, the grand-
inaster, or he that presides,

calls forth whom he pleases, to

® The pre-eminence is generally given to the master of the senior lodge,
withoyt regard to the age of the masters.
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XVI. 1. Thegrand wardens,
or any others, are first to ad-
vise with the d:(!mty about the
affairs of the lodges of private
single brothers, and are not
only to apply to the grand-mas-
ter without the knowledge of
the deputy, unless he refuse
his concurrence.

2. In which case, or in case
of any difference of sentiment
between the deputy and grand
wardens, or other brothers, both
parties are to go to the grand-
master by consent; who, by vir-
tue of his great authority and
power can easily decide the
controversy, and make up the
difference.

8. The grand-master should
not receive any private intima-
tions of business concerning
masens and masonry, but from
his deputy first, except in such
cases as his worship can easily
judge of : and if the application
to the grand-master be irregu-
lar, his worship can order the
grand wardens, or any so ap-
plging, to wait upon the deputy,
who is speedily to pre the
business, and lay it orderly be-
fore his worship.

XVII. No grand-master,
grand warden, treasurer, or se-
cretary, or whoever acts for
them, or in their stead, pro
tempore, can at the same time
act as the master or warden of
a particular lodge; but as soon
as any of them has discharged

GENERAL REGULATIONS.
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act grand wardens, pro fem-
pore.®
XVI. 1. Thig was intended
for the ease of the grand-mas-
ter, and for the honour of the
deputy.

2. No such case has happen-
ed in our time, and all grand-
masters govern more by love
than power.

S. No irregular applications
have made been made in our
time, to the grand-master.

XVII. Old grand officers, are
now some of them officers of
particular lodges, but are not
deprived of their privilege in
the grand lodge, to sit and vote
there as old grand officers; only
he deputes a past officer of his
particular lodge t6 act, protem-

* Preference is given to the master or past master of the oldest lodge

present.
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his public office, he returns to
that post or station in his par-
ticular  lodge, from which he
was called to officiate.

XVIII. 1.If the deputybesick,
or necessarily absent, the grand-
master can chuse any brother he
pleases to act as his deputy, pro

tempore.

2. But he that is chosen de-
puty at the installation, and al-
so the grand wardens, cannot be
discharged, unless the cause
fairly appear to the grand lodge.

3. For the grand-master, ifhe
is uneasy, may call a grand
lodge, on purpose to lay the
cause before them, for their ad-
vice and concurrence.

And if the members of the
gand lodge cannot reconcile

e grand-master with his depu-
ty or wardens, they are to al-
low the grand-master to dis-
charge his deputy, or wardens,
and to choose another deputy
immediately, and the same

and lodge, in that case, shall

orthwith ~choose other grand
wardens, so that harmony ard
peace may he preserved.

XIX. If the grand-master
should abuse his great power,
and render himself unworthy of
the obedience and submission of
the lodge, he shall be treated in
a way and mauner to be agreed
upon in‘ a new regulation: be-
cause hitherto the ancient fra-
ternity have had no occasion
for it.

XX. The grand-master, with
his deputy, grand wardens, and
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pore, as the officer of that lodge,
at the grand lodge.

XVIIL 1. The senior grand
warden now, ever supplies the
deputy’s place;* the junior acts
as the senior; the oldest former
grand warden, as the junior; al-
so the oldest mason, as above.

2. This was never done in our
time. See new regulation I.

3. Should this case ever hap-
en, the grand-master appoints
is deguty, and the grand lodge

the other grand officers.

But if the grand lodge want
to get rid of the deputy, they
must choose a new grand-mas-
ter, by which means the depu-
ty’s chair becomes vacant.

XIX. The free-masons firmly
hope, that there will never be
gccasion for such a new regula-

ion.

XX. Or else he shall send his

grand officers to visit the lodges:

® This is done by courtesy, the grand-master only baving power to ap-
point and discharge his depm;' at pleasure. P P

’
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secretary, shall at least once go
round and visit all the lodges
about town during his master-
ship.

XXI. If the grand-master
dies during his mastership; or
by sickness, or by being beyond
sea, or any other way to be ren-
dered incapable of discharging
his office, the deputy, or in his
absence the senior grand war-
den, or in his absence the junior
grand warden, or in his absence
any three masters of lodges
shall assemble at the grand
lodge immediately, in order to
advise together upon the emer-
gency, and to send two of their
number to invite the last grand-

GENERAL REGULATIONS,

old and laudable practice
This old and laudable i
often renders a deputy necessa-
ry: when he visits them, the se-
nior grand warden acts as
puty, the junior as the senior.
above; or if both, or any ef
them be absent, the d:m, or
he that presides for »
appoint whom he pleasesinthewr
stead, pro tempore.*

For when both the grand-
masters are absent, the senior
or junior grand warden m
rreside as deputy in visiti
odges, or in the constitution of
a new lodge; neither of which
can be done without at least one
of the present grand officerss
except in places at too greata
distance from the grand k _
and in such case some faithful
brother, who has passed
chair, &c. shall have a prog:
deputation under the
lodge seal,} for the constituting
of such new lodge or lodges, in
distant or remote countries,
where the grand officers
possibly attend. 13

XXI. Upon such a vacancy,
if no former grand-master, nor
former deputy be found, the
sresent senior grand en
lls the chair, or in his absence
the junior, till a new grand-mas-
ter 18 chosen; and if no present
nor former grand warden be
found, then the oldest free-ma+
son who is now the master of 2
lodge. This privilege is gene-
rally given up to the master of
the oldest lodge, without regard

to the age of the man, or the
time he was made.

-* The brother appointed must be a master mason.

The

d-master, or his deputy, ma

use their private seals; but if the

order is made in their absence, the grand lodge seal must be affixed thereto.

)
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master to resume his office,
which now of course reverts to
him; and if he refuses to act,
then tlie next last, and so back-
ward: but if no former grand-
master be found, the present
deputy shall act as principal
tilla new grand-masteris chosen;
or if there be no deputy, then
the oldest mason, the present
master of a lodge.

XXIL. The brethren of all
the regular lodges in and near
the city of London, shall meet
in somé convenient place on
every St. John’s day; and when
business is over, they may re-
pair to their festival dinners, as
they shall think most conve-
nient; and when St. John’s day
happen to be on a Sunday, then
the public meeting shall be on
the next Monday.

The grand lodge must meet
in some convenient place on
St. John the evangelist’s day,
in every year, in order to pro-
claim the new, or recognize the
old grand-master, deputy and

and wardens.

XXIII. If the present grand-
master shall consent to conti-
nue a second year, then one of
the grand lodge, deputed for
that purpose, shall represent to
all the brethren, his worship’s

government, &c. and turn-
ing to him, shall, in the name
of the grand lodge, humbly re-

uest him to do the fraternity
he great honour, if nebly born,
if not, the great Kindness, of
continuing to be their grand-
master for the year ensuing;
and his worship declaring his

/4
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XXII. Or any brethren a-
round the globe, who are true
and faithfu%members of the an-
cient craft,at the place appoint-
ed, till they have built a place
of their own; but none but the
members of the grand lodge are
admitted within the doors dur-
ing the elections of grand offi-
cers,

N.B. Ttis the general cus-
tom to choose the grand officers
a considerable time before St.
John’s day, viz. on the first
Wednesday in December, or
sooner.

XXIII. Application shall be
made to the grand-master, by
the deputy, or such. brother
whom the grand lodge shall ap-

int, in case of his failure, at
east one month before St. John
the evangelist’s day, in order to
enquire whether his worship
will do the fraternity the great
honour, or kindness, of continu-
ing in his office a second year,
or of nominating his successor;
and if his worship should at that
time happen to be out of town,
or the person whom he shall

consent thereto, in manner he
8

4

think proper to succeed him;



58

OLD  REGULATIONS.
thinks proper, the grand secre-
tary shall thrice proclaim him
aloud,

Grand-Master of Masons.*

All the members of the grand
lodge shall salute him in due
form, according to the ancient
and laudable custom of free-
masons.

XXIV. The present grand-
master shall nominate his suc-
cessor for the year ensuing;
* who, if unanimously approved
of by the grand lodge, and there
present, he shall be proclaimed,
saluted and congratulated, the
new grand-master, as before
hinted; and immediately install-
ed by the last grand-master, ac-
cording to an ancient usage.t

But if that nomirdtion 18 not
unanimously approved, the new

rand-master shall be chosen
immediately by ballot, viz. ev-
ery master and warden writing
his man’s name, and the last
grand-master writing his man’s
name too, and the man whose
pame the last grand-master
shall first take out casually, or
by chance, shall be grand-mas-
ter of masons for the year ensu-
ing: and if present, he shall be
proclaimed, saluted, and con-

tulated, as before hinted.and
orthwith installed by the last
grand-master, according to u-
sage.

GENERAL ‘REGULATIONS.
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then the secretary shall write to
either, or both, concerning the
same, the copies of which let-
ters shall be transcribed in the
transaction book of the grand
lodge, as also the answers re-
ceived.

XXIV. 'This is the general
practice of grand lodges, for
they seldom or never disapprove
the choice.

The present grand-master
may order any brother, well
skilled in the ceremeny, to as-
sist him in installing the new
grand-master.

There has been no occasion
for this old regulation in our
time, the grand lodge,as before,
having constantly approved of
the grand-master’s choice; and
my reason for inserting it is,
lest any brother acquainted with
the old constitutions, should
think the omitting it a defection.

® The masons of old addressed their grand-masters by the title of right

worshipful; but the modern masons, by a refinement

iar to themselves,

give the title of right worshipful, to every master of a private lodge. And
that of most worshipful not only to their grand.master, but even to the

depu'ies of provincials.

This is a most noble and grand ceremony, but cannot be described in
writing, nor ever known to any but master-masons.
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XXV. 1. The last grand-
master thus continued, or the
new grand-master thus install-
ed, shall next, as his inherent
right, nominate and appoint his
deputy grand-master, either the
last or a new one, who shall al-
8o be proclaimed, saluted and
congratulated in due form.

2. The new grand-master
shall also nominate his new
grand wardens; and, if unani-
mously approved by the grand
lodge, they shall also be forth-
with proclaimed, saluted, and
congratulated in due form.

XXVI. That if the brother
whom the present grand-master
shall nominate for his successor,
or whom the grand lodge shall
choose by ballot, as above, be
out of town, and has returned
his answer, that he will accept
of the office of grand-master, he
shall be l)rochimed, as before in
old regulation XXIII. and ma
be installed by proxy, which
proxy must be the present or
former grand-master, who shall
act in his name, and receive the
usual honours, homage and con-
gratulations.

XXVIIL. Every grand lodge
has an inherent power and au-
thority to make new regula-
tions, or to alter these for the
real benefit of the ancient fra-
ternity, provided always, that
the old land marks be carefully
preserved, and that such new
regulations and alterations be
proposed and agreed to by the
grand lodge, and that they be
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XXV. 1. A deputy was al
ways needful when the grand
master was nobly born, and this
old regulation has been always
practised in our time.

2. This old regulation has
sometimes been found inconve-
nient; therefore the grand lodge
reserve to themselves the elec-
tion of grand wardens; wheré
any member has a right to nom-
inate one, and the two persons
who have the majority of votes,
still preserving due harmony,
are declared duly elected.

XXVI. The proxy must be
either the last or former grand-
master, or else a very reputable
brother.

Nor is the new deputy, nor
the grand wardens, allowed
proxies when appointed.

XXVII. All the alterations,
or new regulations above writ-
ten, are only for amending or
explaining the old regulations
for the good of masonry, with-
out breaking in upon the an-
cient rules of the fraternity, still
preserving the old land marks;
and were inade at several times,
as occasion offered, by the grand
lodge, who have an inherent
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submitted to the perusal of all
the brethren in writing, whose
approbation and consent, or the
majority thereof, is absolutely
necessary to make the same
binding and obligatory; which
must, therefore, after the new
and-master is installed, be so-
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power of amending what may
be thought inconvenient, and
ample authority of makin% new
regulatious for the good of free-
masonry, which has not been
disputed; for the members of
the grand lodge are truly the
representatives of all the frater-

emnly desired and obtained
from the grand lodge, as it was
for these old regu ations, by a
great numbeér of brethren.

END OF THE OLD REGULATIONS.

nity, according to old regula-
tion X.

.

Regulations for the Government of the Grand Lodge
during the time of public business. .

XVIIL 1, That no brothers be admitted into the grand
lodge, but the immediate members thereof, viz. the four
present and all former grand officers, the treasurer and se-
cretary, the masters, wardens, and past masters, of all regu-
lar lodges, cxcept a brother who is a petitioner, or a witness
in some case, or onecalled in by motion.

2. That at the third stroke of the grand-master’s gavel,
there shall be a general silence; and that he who breaks
silence, without leave from the chair, shall be publickly re-
primanded.

3. That under the same penalty every brothershall keep
his seat, and keep strict silence whenever the grand-master
or dcdeputy shall think fit to rise from the chair, and call to
order. )

4. That in the grand lodge every member shall keep in
his seat, (according to the number of his lodge) and not
move about from place to place during the communication,
except the grand wardens, as having more immediately the
care of the grand lodge.

5. That no brother is to speak but once to the same affair,
unless to explain himself, or when called upon by the chair
to speak. '

6. Every one that speaks shall rise, and keep standing,
addressing himself in a proper manner to the chair; nor
shall any presume to interrupt him, under the aforesaid pen-
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alty; umless the grand-master find him wandering from the
peint in hand, shall think fit to reduce him to order; for then
the said speaker shall sit down: but after he has been sef
right, he may again groceed, if he pleases.

7. If in the grand lodge any member is twice called to
order at any one assembly, for transgressing these rules,
and is guilty of a third offence of the same nature, the
chair shall peremptorily order bim to quit the lodge-room
for that night. - .

8. That whoever shall be so rude as to hiss at any brother,
or at what another says or has said, he shall be forthwith
solemnly excluded the communication, and declaredincapable
of ever being a member of any grand lodge for the future,
till another time he publickly owns his fault, and his grace
be granted.

. 9. No motion for a new regulation, or for the continuance
or alteration of an old one, shall be made till it be first hand-
ed up in writing to the chair; and, after it has been perused
by the grand-master, at least about ten minutes, the thing
may be moved publickly and then it shall be audibly read
by the secretary; and if he be seconded and thirded, it must
immediately be committed to the consideration of the whole
assembly, that their sense may be fully heard about jt; after
which the question shall be put, pro and con.

10. The opinion, or votes of the members, are to be sig-
nified by holding up of hands; that is, one hand each member;
which uplifted hands the grand wardens are to count, unless
the number of hands be so equal as to render the counting
them useless.

Nor should any other kind of division ever be admitted
among free-masons.

In order to preserve harmony, it was thought necessary
to use counters and a ballotting box when occasion requires.

END OF THE NEW REGULATIONS.

My sqn, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments;
and remove not the ancient land mark which thy fathers have sct.—SoLoxon,

T'he Regulations for Charity.
-I. This committee shall be and consist of all present and

former grand officers, secretary, and treasurer, with the
masters of ten regular lodges, who shall be sunmoned, and
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obliged to attend in their turns: that is to say, five from the
oldest lodges, and five from the youngest, shall be summon-
ed to meet upon the third Wednesday in every Calendar
month, to hear all petitions, &c. and to order such relief
to be given to distressed petitioners, as their necessity may
appear, and prudence may direct.

II. That all collections, contributions, and other charita-
ble sum, or sums of money, of what nature or kind soever, that
shall at any time be brought into the grand lodge, shall be
deposited in the hands of the treasurer, or such other per-
sons as the grand lodge shall appoint, who is not to dis-
burse or expend the same, or any part thereof, on any ac-
count whatsoever, without an order from the said committee,
which order shall be signed by the presiding officer, and
countersigned by the sccretary.

II1. That ncither the grand officer, secretary, or any
other person whatever, shall give or sign any order on the
treasurer, for any sum or sums of money, until the same be
first approved of by the majority of the committee or stew-
ards, then present, and entered in their transaction book,
together with the name or names of the person or persons
to whom the sameis given.

IV. That no anonymous letter, petition or recommen-
dation by or from any person, or on any account or pretence
whatsoever, be introduced or read in this committee.

V. That registered masons only, who 'have contributed
not less than twelve months, and a member of a warranted
lodge during that time, shall be considered and relieved.
Sojourners, or travelling masons, shall be relieved, if
certified, by private contribution, or out of the fund, asthe
majority shall think proper.,

VI. That all petitions or recommendations shall be sign-
ed by the master and wardens of the petitioner’s lodge, who
shall (if in town) attend the steward’s lodge, or committee,
and assert the truth of the petitioners. The petitioners
shall also attend, if in or adjacent to the lodge, except in
cases of sickness, lameness, or imprisonment; and prove to
the satisfaction of the stewards, that he or they have been
formerly in reputable, or at Icast in tolerable circumstances.

VIl. That any other brother may send in a petition or
recommendation, but none shall be admitted to sit or hear
the debates, but the grand officers, secretary and treasurer,
with the ten masters summeoned for that purpose,
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VIII. That it shall be the inherent power of this commit-
tee, or steward’s lodge, to dispose of the fund laid in for
charity, to charitable uses, and no other, and that, only to
such persons who shall appear by their petitions aforesaid,
to be deserving and in real want of charitable and brother-
Iy assistance, and that either by weekly support, or as they
shall judge most prudent and necessary.

IX. That no extraneous brother that is not madein a re-
gular lodge, but made in a clandestine manner, without the
grand-master’s warrant, or only with a view to partake of
this charity, nor any assisting at such irregular makings,
shall be qualified to receive any assistance therefrom, ac-
cording to the sixth regulation for charity.

X. That this committee shall have full power and author-
ity to hear and adjust all matters, concerning free-masons or
free-masonry, that shall be laid before them, except making
new regulations, which power is wholly invested in the grand
lodge, and their determinations shall be final, except when
an appeal shall be made to the quarterly grand lodge.

XI. That for the specdy relief of distressed petitioners,
any three of the masters, summoned for that purpose, with
or without the grand officers, the secretary and books al-
ways present, shall be a quorum, and may proceed to busi-
ness, as prudence and brotherly love shall direct them.

XII. That all the transactions of this steward’s lodge, or
committee of charity, shall be read audibly, by the grand
secretary, before all the members of the grand lodge, upon
the first Wednesdays in March, June, Scptember and De-
cember, yearly.

XIII. This committee being invested with full power to
hear complaints of a masonic nature, as appears by regu-
lation X. and to punish delinquents according to the laws of
the craft; for that reason they shall most religiously adhere
to the old Hebrew regulation, viz. «If a complaint be made
against a brother by another brother, and he be found guil-
ty, he shall stand to the determination of thisorthe grand-
lodge: butif acomplaint be made against a brother, where-
in the accuser cannot support his complaint to conviction,
such accuser shall forfeit such penalty as the person so ac-
cused might have forfeited, haid he been really convicted on
such complaint.”



The foregoing regulations of the grand lodge of
England, as well with regard to order, as the dissemina-
tion of charity (with a few unimportant alterations suited
to local circumstances) prevail in the respective grand
lodges in America.

At the last semi-annual session of the grand lodge of
i{aryland, it was resolved that the steward’s lodge shall,
in future, consist of the installed grand officers, together
with the masters of the respective lodges and one past mas-
ter, or present or past warden, from each ofthe city lodges,
any five of whom are declared to be a quorum for the trans-
action of business.
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CHAPTER I.

Of those who would be Free and JAccepted Masons.

Berore we enter upon the duties of the operative Ma-
son, in the various offices to which he may be called in the
lodge, it is proper to give some account of what is abso-
lutely requisite in all who aspire to partake of the sublime
honours of those who are duly initiated into the mysterles,
and instructed in the art of ancient masonry.

SECTION I.
Of God and Religion.

Whoever, from love of knowledge, interest, or curiosity,
desires to be a mason, is to know that, as his foundation
and great corner stone, he is firmly to believe in the eter-
nal God, and to pay that worship which is due to him, as
the great architect and governor of the universe.

A mason must observe the moral law. And if he rightly
understand the royal art, he will never be an atheist, or
an irreligious libertine; and will never act against the great
inward light of his own conscience.

He will likewise shun the errors of bigotry and super-
stition; making a due use of his own reason, according to that
liberty wherewith a mason is made free: for though in
ancient times, masons were charged to comply with the re-
ligious opinions and usages of the country or nation where
they sojourned or worked, yet it is now thought most ex-
pedient that the brethren in general should only be charged
to adhere to the essentials of religion, in which all men
agree; leaving cach brother to his own judgment as to parti-
cular forms.—Whence being good men and true, of unsullied
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honour and unfailing honesty, the order becomes the cen-
tre of union, and the means of conciliating true friend-
ship.* ’

SECTION II,
Of Government, and the Civil Magisirate.

Whoever would be a true masom is farther to know,
that by the privileges of his order, his obligations as a
subject and citizen will not be relaxed, but enforced. He
is to be a lover of peace, and obedient to the civil powers
which yield him protection, and are set over him, where
he resides, or works. Nor can z real craftsman ever be
concerned in conspiracies against the state, or be disre-
spectful to the magistrate; because the welfare of his coun-
try is his most happy object.

Now, if any brother, forgetting for a time the rules of
his craft, and listening to evil counsels, should unhappily
fall into a contrary conduct, he is not to be countenanced
in his crimes or rebellion against the state; but he forfeits
all the benefits of the lodge, and his fellows will refuse to
associate or converse with him in private, while he con-
tinues in his guilt; that no offecnce may be given to lawful
government. Such a person, however, is still considered
as a mason; his title hereto being indefeasible: and hopes
are to be entertained, and endeavours used, that the rules
of the craft may again recover him to bis duty.

From the constant desire of true masons to adorn the
countries where they reside with all useful arts, crafts and
improvements, they have been, from the earliest ages, en-
couraged and protected by the wisest rulers of states and
commonwealths; who have likewise thought it an honour
to have their names enrolled among the fraternity, amd
have become the patrons of the craft. And thus masonry,
having always flourished most in the peaceable times of
every country; and, baving suffered in a particular man-
ner through the calamitous effects of war, the craftsmen
are the more strongly engaged and inclined to act agreea-
bly to the prime principles of their art, in following peace
and love, as far as possible, with all men.

¢ “Gude menne and true, hennynge eidher odher to be soche, doe always
leve the more as they he more gude.” Anciens MS. Bodl
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And as political affairs have occasioned discord amongst
the nearest relations, and most iptimate friends, masons
are enjoined never to speak of, or discuss, tlm in the

SECTION INI.
Of Private Duties.

‘Whoever would be a mason should know how to practise
all the private virtues. He should avoid all manner of
intemperance, or excess, which might prevent his perform-
ance of the laudable duties of his craft, or lead him into
enormities, which would reflect dishonour upon the ancient
fraternity. He is to be industrious in his profession, and
true to the Lord and Master he serves. He is to labour
Justly, and not to eat any man’s bread for nought; but to
pay truly for his meat and drink. What leisure his labour
allows, he is to employ in studying the arts and sciences
with a diligent mind, that he may the better perform all
his duties, to his Creator, his country, his neighbour, and
himself. :

He is to seek and acquire, as far as possible, the virtues
of patience, meekness, self-denial, forbearance, and the like,
which give him the command over himself, and enable him
to govern his own family with affection, dignity and pru-
dence: at the same time checking every disposition inju-
rious to the world, and promoting that love and service
which brethren of the same household owe to each other.

Therefore, to afford succour to the distressed, to divide
our bread with the industrious poor, and to put the mis-

ided traveller into the way, are duties of the craft, suit-
able to its dignity, and expressive of its usefulness. But,
though a mason is never to shut his ear unkindly against
the complaints of any of the human race, yet, when a bro-
ther is oppressed or suffers, he is in a more peculiar man-
ner called to open his whole soul in love and conipassion to
him, and to relieve him without prejudice, according to
his capacity.

It is also necessary, that all who would be true masons
should learn to abstain from all malice, slander and evil
speaking; from all provoking, reproachful and ungodly
language: keeping always a tongue of good report.
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A mason should know how to obey those who are set over
him; however inferior they may be in worldly rank or con-
dition. Wor ‘dithough masonry divests no man of his ho-
nours and titles, yet, in the lodge, preeminence of virtue,
and knowledge in the royal art, is considered as the true
source of all nobility, rule and government.

The virtue indispensably requisite in masons, is secrecy.
This is the guard of their confidence, and the security of
their trust. So great stress is to be laid upon it, that it is
enforced under the strongest penalties and obligations; nor,
in their esteem, is any man to be accounted wise, who has
not intellectual strength and ability sufficient to cover and
conceal such honest secrets as are committed to him, as
well as his own more serious and private affairs.

S8ECTION IV.
Of Prerequisites.

No person is capable of becoming a member, unless, to-
gether with the virtues aforementioned, or at least a dis-
position to seek and acquire them, he is also free born; of
mature and discreet age;* of good report; of sufficient na-
tural endowments, and the senses of a man; with an estate,
office, trade, occupation, or some visible way of acquiring
an honest livelihood, and of working in his craft, as be-
comes the members of this most ancient and honourable
fraternity, who ought not only to earn what is sufficient for
themselves and families, but likewise something to spare
for works of charity, and supporting the true dignity of
the royal craft. Every person desiring admission must
also be upright in body, not deformed or dismembered, at
the time of making; but of hale and entire limbs, as a
man ought to be.

No brother shall propose for admission into this ancient
and honourable society, any person, through friendship or
partiality, who does not possess the moral and social vir-
tues, a sound hcad and a good heart; and who has not
an entire exemption from all those ill qualities and vices,
which would bring dishonour on the craft.

——

® Not under twenty-one years.
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SECTION V.

~

Instructions for the Candidate.

" A strict, though private and impartial, inquiry will be
made into the character and ability of the candidate, before
he can be admitted into any lodge: and by the rules of
masonry, no friend, who can wish to propose him, may
shew him any favour. But if he have a friend who is a
mason, and is every way satisfied, his duty is described as
follows:

SECTION VI.
Of proposing Candidates.

. Every person desirous of being made a free-mason in
any lodge, shall be proposed by a member, who shall give
an account of the candidate’s name, age, quality, title,
trade, place of residence, description of his person, and
other necessary requisites; as mentioned in the foregoing
sections. And it is generally required, that such proposal
be also seconded by some one or more members, who are
acquainted with the candidate. Such proposals shall alse
be made in lodge hours, at least one lodge night before ini-
tiation; in order that the brethren may have sufficicnt time
and opportunity to make a strict inquiry into the morals,
character, and circumstances of the candidate: for which
ose a special committee is sometimes appointed.

" The brother who proposes a candidate shall, at the same
time, deposit such a sum of money for him as the rules or
by-laws of the lodge may require; which is forfeited to
the lodge if the candidate should not attend according to
his proposal; but is to be returned to him if he should
not be approved or elected. In case he be elected, he is
1o pay, in addition to his deposit, such farther sum as the
laws of the lodge may require; and clothe the lodge, or
make some other present, as his circumstances will admit
and the brethren agree to accept, for the benefit of the craft
and of distressed members. '
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SECTION VIIL
The Candidate.

He has a right, before his admission, to desire his friend
to shew him the warrant, or dispensation, by which the
lodge is held; which, if genuine, he will find to be an in-
strument written, or printed, upon parchment, and signed
by some grand-master, his deputy, the grand wardens, and
grand secretary; sealed with the grand lodge seal: con-
stituting particular persons, therein named, as master and
wardens, with full power to congregate and hold a lodge
at such a place, and therein ¢make and admit free-masons,
according to the most ancient and honourable custom of the
royal craft, in all ages and nations throughout the known
world, with full power and authority to nominate and
choose their successors,” &c.

He may also request the perusal of the by-laws; which
being short, he may read in the presence of his friend,
and be shewn a list of the members of the lodge: by all
which he will better be able to judge whether he could as-
sociate with them, and render a ready conformity to their
rules. Being thus free to judge for himself, he will not
be liable to the dangers of deception. But, on the contrary,
will be admitted into a society, where he may converse
with men of honour and honesty—be exercised in all the
offices of brotherly love, and be made acquainted with
some things, of which it is not lawful to speak, or make
known out of the lodge.

Previously to his introduction, every candidate ought to
subscribe the following declaration:

«I, A. B. do seriously declare, upon my honour, that, un-
biassed by friends, and uninfluenced by unworthy motives,
I freely and voluntarily offer myself a candidate for the
mysteries of free-masonry; that I am solely prompted by
a favourable opinion coneeived of the institution, a desire
of knowledge, and a sincere wish to be serviceable to my
fellow-creatures: and that I will cheerfully conform to the
ancient established usages and customs of the society. As
Wwitness my hand, this day of in the ycar Red

A‘ B.
]‘f;: 113: } Witnesses.
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CHAPTER II.
OF A LODGE, AND ITS GOVERNMENT.

SECTION IX.

Of a Lodge.

A lodge is a place where masons assemble and work:
hence that assembly, or duly organized society of masons,
is called a lodge:* and every brother ought to belong to
one, and to be subject to its by-laws and the general
regulations. It is either particular or general, and will be
best understood by attending it, and by the regulations of
the general or grand lodge hereunto annexed. In ancient
times, no master or fellow could be absent from it, espe-
cially when warned to appear at it, without incurring a se-
vere censure, until it appeared to the master and wardens,
that pure necessity hindered him.

SECTION II.
Of Officers and Members, in general.

A lodge ought to assemble for work at least once in every
calendar month; and must consist of one master, two war-
dens, senior and junior, one secretary, one treasurer, two
deacons, one or more stewards, a tyler, and as many mem-
bers as the master and the majority of the lodge shall
think proper: although more than forty or fifty (when they
can attend regularly, as the wholesome rules of the craft
require) are generally found inconvenient for working to
advantage; and, therefore, when a lodge comes to be thus.
numerous, some of the ablest master workmen, and others
under their direction, will obtain leave to separate, and ap-
ply to the grand lodge for a warrant to work by themselves,
in order to the advancement of the craft, as the laws here-
after to be delivered will more particularly shew.

Every member of a working lodge should be a masters
mason,

® 8o the word church is expressive both of the congregation and the
place of worship. -
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SECTION IiI.
Of the Master—his Election, Office, and Duly.

All preferment among masons depends on real Wort‘
and personal merit only, that the society may be well
served, and the royal craft maintained.

No brother should be master till he has first served a
lodge acceptably in the office of warden; unless in extra-
ordinary cases, or when a new lodge is to be formed, and
no past or former warden is to be found among the mem-
bers. But, three master-masons, although they have served
in no such offices, if they be well learned, may be consti-
tuted master and wardens of such new lodge, or of any old
lodge in the like emergency; and it shall be their first
duty to qualify themselves thoroughly for their office.

The master of every lodge shall be annually chosen by
ballot, on some stated lodge night. Each member hath
one vote. And when the ballot is closed, the former mas-
ter shall carefully examine the votes, and audibly declare
him who hath the majority to be duly elected. In like
manner shall the lodge proceed in the choice of all the
other officers; great care being taken, that none be put in
nomination, for favour or affection, birth or fortune, ex-
clusively of the consideration of real merit, and ability to
fill the office, for the honour and advancement of masonry.
No mason chosen into any office can refuse to serve, unless
he has served in the same oftice before. The master of
every regular lodge, thus duly elected and installed, has it
in special charge, as appertinent to his office, duty and
dignity, ‘to sec that all the by-laws of his lodge, as well
as the general rcgulations from the grand lodge, be duly
observed; that his wardens discharge their office faithfully,
and be examplgs of diligence and sebriety to the craft; that
true and exact minutes and entries of all proceedings be
made and kept by the secretary; that the treasurer keep
and render exact and just accounts at the stated times,
according to the by-laws and orders of the lodge; and, in
general, that all the goods and monies belonging to the
body be truly managed and dispensed, according to the
vote and direction of the majority.

The master shall also take care that no apprentice or
fellow craft be taken into his house or lodge, unless he has
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suflicient employment for him, and finds him to be duly
qualified, according to the rules before laid down, for
learning and understanding the sublime mysteries of the
art. Thus shall apprentices be admitted, upon farther im-
provement, as fellow crafts; and, in due time, be raised to
the sublime degree of master masons; animated with the
prospect of passing in future through all the higher honours
of masenry, viz. those of wardens and masters of their
lodges, and perhaps at length of grand wardens and grand
masters of all the lodges, according to their merit.

The master of a particular lodge has the right and au-
thority of calling his lodge, or congregating the members
into a chapter, at pleasure, upon the application of any of
the brethren, and upon any emergency amnd occurrence,
which, in his judgment, may require their meeting; and
he is to fill the chair when present. It is likewise his
duty, together with his wardens, to attend the grand
lodge, at the quarterly cemmunications; and such occa-
sional or special grand communications as the good of the
craft may require, when duly summoned by the grand
secretary, and within such reasonable distance of the place
of holding the grand lodge, as the laws of the same may
have ascertained. When in the grand lodge, and at gene-
ral as well as special communications, the master and war-
dens, or either of them, have full power and authority to
represent their lodge, and to transact all matters, as well
and truly as if the whole body were there present.

The master has the right of appointing some brother,
who is most commonly the secretary of the lodge, to keep
the book of by-laws, and other laws given to the lodge by
proper authority; and in this book shall also be kept the
names of ali the members of the lodge, and a list of all the
lodges within the same grand communication, with the
usual times and places of their meeting.

SECTION 1V.

Of the Wardens of a Lodge.

1. None but master-masons can be wardens of a lodge.
2. The senior warden.succeeds to all the duties of the
master, and fills the chair when he is absent. If the mas-
. ter goes abroad on business, resigns, or is deposed, the
senior warden shall fill his place until the next stated time
of election. And alth(c;ugh it was formerly held, that in
|
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suach cases the master’s authority ought to revert to the last
past master who is present, yet it is now the settled rule,
that the authority devolves upon the senior warden, and,
in his absence, upon tlie junior warden, even although a
former master be present. But the wardens will generally
honour a past master that may be present, and will call on
him to take the chair, upon the presumption of his
rience and skill in conducting the business of the lodge.
Nevertheless, such past master still holds his authority un-
der the senior warden, and cannot act until he congregates
the lodge. If none of the officers be present, nor any for-
mer master to take the chair, the members, according to
seniority and merit, shall fill the places of the absent of-
ficers.

The business of the wardens in the lodge is, generally,
to assist the master in conducting the business, and man-
aging the craft, in due order and form, when the master
is present. Particular lodges do likewise, by their by-
laws, assign particular duties to their wardens for their

own better government; which such lodges have a right to °

do, provided they transgress not the old land marks, nor
in any degree violate the true genius and spirit of masonry.

SECTIOR V,

Of the Seeretary of a Lodge.

'The secretary shall keep a proper register or record of
all transactions and proceedings of the lodge, that are to
be committed to writing; which shall be faithfully entered
in the lodge books, from the minutes taken in open lodge,
after being duly read; amended, if necessary; and approved
of before the close of every meeting; in order that the said
transactions, or authentic copies, may be laid before the
grand lodge, once in every quarter, if required.

In particular, the secretary shall keep exact lists of all
the members of the lodge, with the admission of new mem-
bers; and shall prepare, and send to the secretary of the
grand lodge, the list of members, together with all ex-
pulsions and rejections for the time being, to the in-
tent that the grand secretary, and consequently the
the members of the grand lodge, may be at all times
enabled to know the names, and number of members in
each lodge under their jurisdiction, with the hand writing
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of the different officers, and to pay all duc respect to the
brethren recommended hy them.

SECTION VI.

Of the Treasurer of a Lodge.

The treasurer is to receive and keep exact accounts of
all monies raised, or paid according to rule, for the ad-
vancement of the lodge and benefit of the brethren, and to
pay all orders duly drawn upon him by the authority of the
lodge. He is to keep regular entries, both of his receipts
and expenses; and to have his books and vouckers always
ready for examination at such stated times as the by-laws
require, or when specially called upon by order of the mas-
ter and brethren.

The treasurer is likewise to have the charge and custody
of the chest, jewels and furniture of the lodge; unless when
the master aud majority may judge it more convenient to
appoint some other responsible brether for that particular
duty; or when the officers of the lodge may take the charge
immediately upon themselves, But the warrant or charter
is in the custody of the master.

SECTION VII.

Of the Deacons of a Lodge.

The deacons are to assist the master and wardems in
the execution of their duty, to examine and welcome visit-
ing brethren, to prepare candidates, and to perform such
other services as are assigned them. .

SECTION VIIK.

Stewards,

The stewards are to provide refreshment, and make a
regular report of the expense te the trcasurer; and fo see
that the regalia of the lodge are in good order, and always
ready for use.*

bd lhmyl particularly in those where refreshments are rarely or
never used, the of steward is not recognized.
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SECTION IX.

Of the Tyler of a Lodge.

In order that due decorum be observed, while the hodge
is engaged in what is serious and solemn, and for the pre-
servation of secrecy and good harmony, a brother well
skilled in the master’s part, shall be appointed and paid
for tyling the lodge door, during the time of communica-
tion. Generally a brother is to be preferred, to whom the
fees of the office may be necessary and serviceable, on ac-
count of his particular circumstances.

His duty is fixed by custom, and kuown to every brothew.
He is te be true and trusty, and to obey the special direc-
tions of the lodge. .

SECTION X.

Of the number to be Initiated. v

No lodge shall make more than five new brethren at one
time; nor shall any person be made, or admitted a member
of alodge, without being proposed at least™fne lodge night
before, unless in cases of emergency, or by dispensation from
the grand-master, or his deputy in his absence, that due notice
may be given to all the members for the necessary inquiries
into the candidate’s character; and that there may be una-
nimity in the election and admission of members.

~

SECTION XI.
Of Privileges in Lodges.

The majority of every particular lodge, when duly con-
gregated, have the privilege of instructing their master
and wardens for their conduct in the grand lodge and quar-
terly communications; and all particular lodges, in the
same general communication, shall, as much as pessible,
observe the same rules and usages, and appoint some ef
their members to visit each other in the different lodges, as
often at it may be convenient.

When it so happens that a lodge cannot attend the com-
munications of the grand lodge, they may appoint a breo-
ther, who is a master mason, and of real merit, and give
him instructions to represent them, and vote in their be-
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kalf. He bearing their certificate under the seal of the
lodge, and signed by the master and wardens, may, if ap-
proved by the officers of the grand lodge, take his seat
among them, and vote and act in the name of the lodge he
represents. But no individual can appear for more tham
one lodge at the same time.

Lodges shall have place according to the date of their
constitution. .

If any lodge shall cease to meet regularly for twelve
months successively, its charter shall be void.

CHAPTER IIIL

QF THE BEHAVIOUR OF MASONS, AS MEMBERS OF A LODGE.
1. Of JAttendance.

Every brother ought to belong to some regular lodge,
and should always appear therein properly clothed; truly
subjecting himself to all its by-laws and the general regu-
lations. He must attend all meetings, when duly summon-
ed, unless he can offer to the master and wardens such plea
of necessity for his absence as the said laws and regula-
tions may admit.

By the ancient rules and usages of masonry, which are
generally adopted among the by-laws of every lodge, no

lea was judged sufficient to excuse any absentee, unless
ge could satisfy the lodge, that he was detained by some
extraordinary and unforeseen necessity.

None have a right to vote in the lodge, but such as are
members.

No brother shall be a member of more than one lodge at
the same time.

2. Of Working.

All masons should work faithfully and honestly. All the
working hours appointed by law, or confirmed by custom,
are to be strictly observed.

The usual hours of working are, «from seven o’clock in
the evening until ten, between the 25th of March and the
25th of September; and from six until ninc, between the
25th of September and the 25th of March.”

The master and masons shall faithfully finish their work.
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None shall exvy a brother’s prosperity, or put him out of
his work, if capable of finishing it.

All masons shall receive their wages without marmuring.
They must avoid all unbecoming modes of expression; aad
shall call each other brother, in the lodge.

8. Of Behaviowr in the Lodge.

‘While the dodge is open for work, masons must hold no
private conversation or committees, without leave from the
master; nor talk of any thing foreign or impertinent, nor
interrupt the master or wardens, or afy brother address-
ing himself to the chair; nor behave inattentively, while
. the lodge is engaged in what is serious and solemn; but
every brother shall pay due reverence to the master, the
wardens, and all his fellows.

Every brother guilty of a fault shall submit to the lodge,
unless he appeal to the grand lodge.

No private offences, or disputes about nations, families,
religions, or politics, must bz dbrought within the doors of the
fodge.

4. Of Behuviour after the Lodge is closed.

When the lodge is clesed, and the labour finished, the
brethren, before they depart home to their rest, may enjoy
themselves with inmocent mirth, enlivened and exalted with
their-own freculiar songs and sublime pieces of music; but
avoiding all excess, comsidering each other, in the hours
both of labour and festivity, as always free. And there-
fore no brother is to be hindered from going home whea
be pleases; for although, after lodge hours, masons are as
other men, yet if they should fall into excess, the blame,
though unjustly, may be cast upon the fraternity, by the
ignorant or the envious.

CHAPTER IV.

OF THE BEHAVIOUR OF MASONS, IN THEIR PRIVATE CHA.
RACTER.

1. When a number of Brethren happen to meet, without any
Stranger among them, and not in a Lodge.

In such case you are to salute each ether in a courtenus
manner, as you are or may be instructed in the lodge, and
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freely communicating hints of knowledge, but without dis-
closing secrets, unless to those who have given long proof
of their taciurnity and homour. Masonry divests no man
of the bonours due to him before, or that may become due
after he was made a mason. Om the contrary, it increases
respect, teaching us to add to all his other honours, those
which as masons we cheerfully pay to an eminent brother,
distinguishing him above all of his rank and station, and
serving him readily according to our ability.

8. When in the presence of Strangers, who are not Masons.

Before those who are not masons, you must be cautious
in your words and carriage; so that the most penetrating
stranger shall not be able to discover what is not proper to
be intimated. 'The impertinent and ensnaring questions, or
ignorant and idle discourse of those who seek to pry into the
secrets and mysteries. of the craft, must be prudently an-
swered and managed, or the discourse wisely diverted to
apother subject, as your discretion and duty shall direct.

S. When at home, and in your neighbourhood.

Masons ought to be moral men. Consequently they
should be good husbands, good parents, good sons, and
good neighbours; avoiding all excess injurious to them-
selves or families, and wise as to all affairs, both of their
oewn household and of the lodge, for certain reasons known
to themselves,

4. Of behaviour towards a foreign brother, or stranger.

You are cautiously to examine a stranger, or foreign
brother, as prudence and the rules of the craft direct, that
you may not be imposed upon by a pretender; and if you
discover any one to.be such, you are to reject him, but with
proper caution. But such as are found to be true and faith-
ful, you are to respect as brethers, relieving them, if in
want, to your utmost power, or directing them how to find
relief; and employing them, if you can, or else recommend.-
ing them to employment.

5. Of behaviour towards a brother, whether present or absent.

Free and accepted masons, have ever been charged to
avoid all slander of true and faithful brethren, with all
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malice and unjust resentment, or talking disrespectfully of
a brother’s person or performance. Nor must they suffer
any to spread unjust reproaches or calumnies against a
brother behind his back, ner to injure him in his fortume,
occupation or character; but they shall defend such a broth.-
er, and give him notice of any danger or injury wherewith
be may be threatened, to enable him to escape the same, as
far as is consistent with honour, prudence, and the safety of
religion, morality, and the state, but no farther.

6. Concerning differences and law suits, if any such should
unhappily arise among brethren,

If a brother do you injury, or if you have any difference
with him about any worldly or temporal business, or inter-
est apply first to your own or his lodge, to have the matter
im dispute adjusted by the brethren. And if either party be
not satisfied with the determination of the lodge, an appeal
may be made to the grand lodge; and you are never to en-
ter into a law suit, until the matter cannot be decided as
above. And if it be a matter that wholly concerns masonry,
law suits are to be entirely avoided, and the good ad-
vice of prudent brethren is to be followed, as they are the
best referees of such differences. i

But where references are either impracticable or unsuc-
cessful, and courts of law or equity must at last decide,
you must still follow the general rules of masonry, avoiding
all wrath, malice, rancour, and personal ill will, in carry-
ing on the suit with a brother; neither saying or doing any
thing to prevent the continuance or renewal of that brother-
ly love and friendship, which are the glory and cement of
this ancient fraternity.

Thus shall weshew to all the world the benign influences
of masonry, as wise, true and faithful brethren have done
from the beginning of time; and as all who shall follow us,
and would be thought worthy of that name, will continue
to do.

({7 These charges, and such others as shall be given
to you, in a way that cannot be written, you are strictly
and conscientiously to observe; and, that they may be the
better observed, they should be read or made known to
new brethren at their making; and at other times, as the
master shall direct.—Amen!
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CHAPTER V.

Of Grand Lodges in general.

A grand lodge consists of the masters and wardens of
all the regular lodges within its jurisdiction, with the
grand muster at their head, the deputy grand master on
his left, and the grand wardens in their proper places; at-
tended also by the grand secretary, grand treasurer, grand
marshal, grand sword bearer, grand tyler, grand pursui-
vant, and other necessary officers, as will be explained in
the proper places; all of whom must be master masons.

No new lodge is acknowledged, nor can their officers be
admitted into the grand lodge, until such new lodge is
first regularly constituted, and registered by the authority
of the grand lodge.

All past grand masters, past deputy grand masters, and
past grand wardens, are considered as members of, and ad-
mitted to vote in, all grand lodges. By courtesy, as well
as custom, past masters, past grand secretaries, aifd
past grand treasurers, have the privilege of sitting in all
grand lodges, and voting in such matters, as, by the rules
of the grand lodge, they might or could have voted in,
while in offite. *

No master, warden, or other member of the grand lodge,
should ever attend the same, without the jewels which
he ought to wear in his own particular lodge, except for
some good and sufficient reason to be allowed of in the
grand lodge. And when the officer of any particular lodge,
from such urgent business, or necessity, as may regularly
plead his excuse, cannot personally attend the grand lodge,
he may nominate and send a brother of his lodge, with his
jewel and clothing, to supply his room, and support the
honour of his lodge in the grand lodge.

A brother of cminence, and of the rank of master, hav-
ing business, or whose attendance is necessary in any point
of cvidence or intelligence, may be admitted into the grand
lodge upon motion, or leave asked and given; but such
brother, thus admitted, shall have no vote, nor be allowed
to speak to any question, without leave, or unless: desired
to give his opinion.

The grand lodge should meet four times a year statedly.,

¢ So long only as they continue members of a working lodge.
v it
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for quarterly communications,* and shonld also have occa-
sional meetings and adjournments, monthly or otherwise,
as business may require; and sach meetings shall be held in
the hall of the grand lodge, unless for some particular rea-
son the grand master should think fit to appoint some other
place of special meeting.

All matters in the grand lodge shall be determined by
a majority of votes, each member having one vote, unless
the grand lodge leave any particular thing to the deter-
mination of the grand master.

The business of the grand lodge, whether at quarterly
communications or other meetings, is seriously to communi-
cate and consider, transact and settle all matters that con-
cern the prosperity of the craft and the fraternity in gene.
ral, or private lodges and brethren in particular. Thus
all differences, that cannot be accommodated privately, nor
by a particular lodge, are to be seriously considered and
decided. And if any brother thinks himself aggrieved by
such decision, he may, by lodging an appeal in writing
with the grand secretary, have the matter reheard, and
finally determined upon at the next ensuing quarterly com-
munication, provided it be not the annual grand ledge, or
the feast days of St. John; on which, by the new and wise
regulations, it is agreed and ordered that no petitions or
appeals shall be heard, nor any business transacted, that
tends to interrupt the harmony of the assembly; but ali
shall be referred to the next meeting of the grand lodge.
And, in general, whatever business cannot be transacted
or finished at any one meeting of the grand lodge, may
be either adjourned to the next, or referred to a proper
committee, to be by them heard, considered and reported
upon to the said next meeting.

The officers of all private lodges, under the jurisdiction
of -the grand lodge, shall, at every quarterly communica-
tion, (except the distant lodges, which shall annually on or
before the festival of Saint John the Evangelist) deliver
an exact list of such members as have been made, or even
admitted by them, since the last preceding communication;
and books shall be kept in the grand lodge, by some able
brother to be appointed grand secretary, in which the
said lists and returns shall be duly recorded; together
with all the lodges in communication, the usual times and

® In some of the states the meetings of the grand lodge take place semi-
annually. .
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of their assembly, and the names of all their mem-

In the said beoks are also to be registered, all the
proceedings, and other affairs of the grand lodge, which
are proper to be written. .
- The grand lodge shall likewise consider of the most pru-
dent and effectual meaus of collecting, and mapaging, what
money may accrue to the general charity fund.

SECTION IIL.

Of the Election of the ‘Grand Master.

The grand lodge must meet in some convenient place,
in order to elect new or reappoint the old officers, and
such election or reappointment shall be made in such
season that the grand lodge may be completely organized,
and duly prepared for the celebration of the annual feast
in June, and other important busincss of the season.

The election shall be made either by holding up of
hands or by ballot, as may be agreed by the majority,
on motion made and seconded for that purpose; provided
always, that the brother recommended by the nd
master in office, as his successor, be the first voted for,
either by holding up of hands or by ballot, and if he is
not chosen, the other candidates in the order they were

roposed, until onc has the majority of voices or ballots.

hen the clection is thus made, he is to be proclaimed,
installed and saluted, if present; but if not present, a day
is to be appointed for this ceremony. 'The cercmony of
installing the new grand master is to be conducted by
the last grand master; but he may, nevertheless, order
‘any brother well skilled in the ceremony to assist him,
or to act as his deputy, on the occasion.

In case the new grand master, when nominated or chosen,
cannot attend at the time appointed for his instalment, he
may be installed by proxy, on signifying his acceptance of
the office; but such proxy must be cither the last or a for-
mer grand master, or else a very reputable past master.

SECTION III.

Of the Election or Appointment of the Deputy Grand Master.

The last grand master thus continued, or a new grand
master thus appointed and installed, hath an inherent right
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to nominate and appoint the deputy grand master; because,
as the grand master cannot be supposed to be able to give
his attendance on every emergency, it hath been always
Jjudged necessary, not only to allow him a deputy, but that
such deputy should be a person in whom he can perfectly
confide, and with whom he can have full harmony.

SECTION IV.

Of the Grand Wardens.

The grand lodge has the right of electing the grand
wardens, and any member has a vight to propose ene or
both the candidates, either the old wardens, or new ones;
and the two persons who have the majority of votes or bal-
lots, are declared duly elected.

SECTION V.

Of the Grand Secretary.

The oftice of grand secretary hath become of very great
importance in the grand lodge. All the transactions of the
lodge are to be drawn into form, and duly recorded by him.
All petitious, applications and appeals, are to pass through
his hands. No warrant, certificate or instrument of writ-
ing from the grand lodge, is authentic, without his attes-
tation and signature, and his affixing the grand seal, as the
laws require. The gencral correspondence with lodges
and brethren over the whole world, is to be managed by
him, agrecably to the voice of the grand lodge, and direc-
tions of the grand master or his deputy, whom he must,
therefore, be always ready to attend, with the books of the
lodge, in order to give all nccessary information concern-
ing the general state of matters, and what is proper to be
done upon any emergency,

For these reasons, at every annual election or appoint-
ment of grand officers, the nomination or appointment of
the grand secretary has been considered as the right of the
grand master, being properly his amanuensis, and an of-
ficer as necessary to him as his deputy. But in America,
grand masters, not being tenacious of prerogative, have
relinquished this privilege; and the grand secretary is
chosen by nomination and vote of the grand lodge.

The grand secretary, by virtue of his office, is a mem-
ber of the grand lodge, and may sit and vote accordingly.
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"The grand secretary may have an assistant, with the con-
sent of the grand lodge: but he will not be considered as a
member, nor admitted to vote.

SECTION VI.

Of the Election and Office of Grand Treasurer.

The grand treasurer is elected by the body of the grand
lodge, in the same manner as the grand wardens; he bein
considered as an officer peculiarly responsible to all the
members in due form assembled, as having the charge of
their common stock and property. To him is committed the
care of all money raised for the general charity, and other
uses of the grand lodge; an account of which he is regularly to
enter in a book, with the respective uses for which the seve-
ral sums are intended. He is likewise to pay out, or expend
the same upon such orders, signed, as the rules of the
grand lodge in this respect shall allow to be valid.

The grand treasurer, by virtue of his office, is a member
of the grand lodge. He shall always be present in the
lodge, and ready to attend the grand master, and other
grand officers, with his books for inspection when required;
and likewise any committee that may be appointed for ad-
justing and examining his accounts.

SECTION VII.

Of the Grand Tyler, and Grand Pursuivant.

" These officers of the grand lodge must be master masons,
but none of them are members of the grand lodge. The
tyler’s duty is to attend at the door, to see that none but
members enter into the lodge.

~ The business of the pursuivant is to stand at the inward
door of the grand lodge, and to report the names and titles
of all that want admittance, as given to him by the tyler.

He is also to go upon messages, and perform other services
known in the lodge.

({7F° The grand deacons, whose duty is well known in
the grand lodge, as particular assistants to the grand mas-
ter and senior warden, in conducting the business of the
lodge, are always mcmbers of the same; and may be either

nominated occasionally on every lodge night, or appointed
annually. ‘
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SECTION VIII.

General Rules for conducting the business of the Grand Lodge,
in case of the absence of any of the Grand Qfficers.

If the grand master is absent at any meeting of the grand
lodge, stated or occasional, the deputy is to supply his place.

If the deputy be likewise absent, the senior grand war-
den takes the chair, and in his absence the junior grand
warden. All grand officers, present and past, take place
of every master of a lodge, and the present grand officers
take place of all past grand officers. Nevertheless, any of
them may resign their privilege, to do honour to any emi-
nent brother and past master, whom the lodge may be will-
ing to placein the chair on any particular occasion.

If the grand officers are not present at any grand lodge
duly summnoned, the master of the senior private lodge who
may be present, is to take the chair, although there may be
masters of lodges present, who are older masons,

But to prevent disputes, the grand taster, when lhe finds
he must be necessarily absent from any grand lodge, usually
gives a special commission, under his hand and seal of office,
countersigned by the grand secrctary, to the senior grand
warden, or in his absence to the junior, or in case of the
absence of both, to any other grand officer, or particular
master of a lodge, past or present, to supply his place, if
the deputy grand master be necessarily absent.

But if there be no special commission, the general rule of
precedence is, that the junior grand warden supplies the

lace of the senior in his absence; and if both are absent,
he oldest former grand wardens take place immediately,
and act as grand wardens, pro tempore, unless they resign
their privilege.

When neither the grand wardens of the present, nor of
any former year, are in company, the grand master, or be
that legally presides in his stead, calls forth whom hLe
pleases to act as deputy grand master and grand wardens,
although the preference is generally given to the master or
past master of the oldest lodge present. The presiding
grand officer has the further privilege of appointing a se-
cretary or any other grand officer, if neither the stated
officers, nor the deputies of such of them as have a right
to nominate a deputy, be present.
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In case of the death of a grand master, the same order
of succession and precedency takes place, as is above set
forth, until a new grand master 48 duly chosen and in-
stalled.

Old grand officers may be again chosen officers of private
lodges, and this does not deprive them of any of the privi-
leges to which, as old grand officers, they are entitled in the
grand lodge; only, an old grand officer, being the officer of
a private lodge, must depute a past officer of his particular
lodge to act for him in the grans lodge, when he ascends to
his former rank in the same.

SECTION IX.

Of Grand Visitations, Communications, Annual Feasts, &e.

The grand master with his deputy, the grands wardens
and grand secretary, shall, if possible, annually, go at
least once round, and visit all the lodges under his juoris-
diction; or, when this laudable duty becomes impractica-
ble, from the extent of his jurisdiction and large number
of lodges, he shall, as often as necessary, and if possible
annually, appoint visiters, of different districts, composed
of his grand officers, and such other assistants as he ma
think proper, who shall make faithful report of their pre-
ceedings to the grand lodge, according te the imstructioms
given them.

When both the grand masters are absent, the senior or
§unior grand warden may preside as deputy in visiting
odges, or in constituting any new lodge.

The brethren of all the regular lodges, in the same gene-
ral jurisdiction and grand communication, shall meet im
some convenient place on 8t. John’s day, te celchrate their
festival; either in their own or any other regular lodge, as
they shall judge most convenient. And any brethren, who
are found true and faithful members of the ancient craft,
may be admitted. But only those who are members of the
grand lodge must be present during the installation of
grand officers.
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CHAPTER L

Ceremony of constituting and consecrating a Lodge, installing
v the Officers, &c. ’

Axy number of master masons, not under seven, re
solved to form a new lodge, must apply, by petition to the
grand master; setting forth, ¢that they are regular* ma-
sons, and are at present, or have been, members of regular
lodges: that, having the prosperity of the fraternity at
heart, they are willing to exert their best endeavours to
promote and diffuse the genuine principles of masonry:
that, for the conveniency of their respective dwellings, and
other good reasons, they have agreed to form a new lodge,
to be named ——, and have nominated, and do recommend
A. B. to be the first master: that, in consequence of this
resolution, they pray for a warrant of constitution, to em-
power them to assemble as a regular lodge, on the —— of
every month, at ——, and then and there to discharge the
duties of masonry in a regular and constitutional manner,
according to the original forms of the order, and the laws
of the grand lodge; that, the prayer of the petition being
granted, they promise a strict conformity to all the regula-
tions and commands of the grand master, and to all the
constitutional laws of the grand lodge.”

This application being properly signed, and recom-
mended by brethren of approved reputation, who are ac-
quainted with the petitioners,t is to be laid before the
grand lodge; and, if it meet their approbation, a warrant

® By regulsr masons, is to be understood persons initiated into masonry
in a constitutional manner, agreeably to the ancient charges and regulations
of the order.

f It is usual for those who petition for a new lodge, to be recommended
by the brethren of three lodges, nearest to the place where the new lodge
is intended to be holden; or by the masters of them.
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is granted. In case the grand lodge is not in session, the
grand master, or, in his absence,_his deputy, can form the
said brethren by dispensation, which, however, cannot re-
main in force any longer than the time specified therein.

FORM OF A WARRANT.
From high and undoubted Authority.

The following form of a warrant is copied verbatim et lit-
teratim from a warrant, now in the possession of the
compiler of this work, issued by Lawrence Dermot,
Esq. D. G. M. of the G. L. of England:

To all whom it may concern:

Wg, the grand lodge of the state of s

T. E. W. of the most ancient and honourable fra-
Grand-Master. ternity of free and accepted masons, ac-
cording to the old institution duly estab-
lished, constituted and organized for the
said state, according to the resolutions,
‘ and by the authority of a grand conven-
tion, held at s in the year of masonry ——, do here-
by constitute and appoint our trusty and well beloved
brethren, A. B. master, C. D. senior warden, and E. F.
junior warden of a new lodge, number ——, to be held at
, and we do hereby authorise and empower our said
trusty and well beloved brethren to hold their lodge, at the
place hereby directed and appointed, at such times as they
shall think necessary and convenient, and according to the
constitutions of masonry, and to admit and make free ma-
sons according to the most ancient and honourable custom
of the royal craft in all ages and nations throughout the
knownfworld, and not contrarywise—and we do further au-
thorize and empower our said brethren and their succes-
sors to hear and determine all and singular matters and
things relating to the craft, within the jurisdiction of the
said lodge, number ——; and lastly, we do hereby authorise
and empower our said trusty and well beloved brethren A
B, C D, and E F, to nominate, choose, and install their
successors, to whom they shall deliver this warrant, and
invest them with all their powers and dignities as free ma-
sons, and such successors shall, in like manner, nominate,
¢hoose, and install their successors, &c. &c. &c. such in-

12

SEAL,
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stallations to be upon or near St. John, the evangélist’s day,
during the continuance of this lodge, forever. Provided
always, that the said above named brethren, and their suc-
cessors, pay due respect to the right worshipful grand
lodge, from whom they have their authority, otherwise this
warrant to be of no force or virtue.

Given under our hands, and the seal of the grand lodge,
at » this day of ——, in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and ——, and of ma-
sonry, five thousand seven hundred and —.

W. H. W. Senior Grand Warden.
C. W. Junior Grand Warden.
E. G. W. Grand Treasurer.

P. L. Deputy Grand Master.

B. C. H. Grand Secretary.

COPY OF A DISPENSATION.
To all whom it may concern:

WHEREAS it appears to me from the petition of sundry
brethren of ———, within the state of ——, who are recom-
mended and vouched to me as worthy and fit master masons,
by the master, wardens, and other members of ——, con-
stituted under our jurisdiction, that the congregation of
the said petitioners and others, whom they may think
proper to admit into their- society, will have a tendency
to further and promote the craft; and as such a con
tion can be formed during the recess of the grand lodge,
by virtue of a special dispensation only—I, therefore,
» G. M. of the said grand lodge of ——, do hereby,
as right worshipful grand master of the said grand
lodge, and agreeably to the conmstitution of Ancient York
Masons, grant this dispensation, thereby authorising and
empowering our trusty and well beloved brother —,
Esq. ——, in the town of ——, to congregate a sufficient
number of worthy brethren at some certain place in the
town of s to form and open a lodge after the manner of
ancient masons, and in the said lodge, while thus open, to ad-
mit, enter and make free masons according to the true an-
cient custom, and not otherwise, with the sole intent and
view, thatthe brethren so congregated, admitted, entered,
and made, wlren they become a sufficient number, may, in
good order and time, be duly warranted and constituted for
being and holding a regular lodge for the further promot-




ANCIENT CEREMONIES. o1

ing the craft, and increasing the number of worthy breth-
ren; provided, that this dispensation do continue, and be in
force, unmtil the next session of the grand lodge, and no
Ionger.

Given under my hand and the seal of the grand lodge,
and countersigned by the grand secretary at —,
this day of ——, in the year of our Lord —,
and of masonry ——.

T. E. W. Grand Master.
B. C. H. Grand Secretary.

In consequence of this charter, a lodge may be held, at
the place therein specified; and, the transactions being pro-
perly recorded, are equally valid, for the time being, with
those of a regularly constituted lodge; provided they are
afterwards approved by the brethren convened at the time
of constitution.

‘The grand lodge having signified its apprebation of the
new lodge, the grand master appoints a day and hour for
its constituting and consecrating, and for installing the
master, wardens, and other officers.*

If the grand master and all his officers attend the cere-
mony, the lodge is said to be constituted in ample form; if
the deputy grand master only, and the other grand officers,
attend, it is said to be constituted in due form; but if the
power of performing the ceremony is vested in any subor-
dinate lodge, it is said only to be constituted in form; in
which case he grants his authority in the following words:

-

® No new lodge is acknowledged, nor can their officers be admitted into
the grand lodge until such new lodge is first regularly constituted, and re-
gistered by the suthority of the grand lodge.t—Vide Dermot new reyula-
tions, article 12, page 49.

1 It too frequently happens that innovations creep into our excellent cere-
monies, not so much for the lack of information, as owing to a loose and in
different mode of work too prevalent among the masons of the EMt day.
‘True it is, that the more important parts of our ceremonies and mysteries,
being derived from oral tradition, require an uncommon degree of retention,
and the strictest regard to ancient custom, to prevent that most mischievous
evil, an infringement upon the ancient land marks. But surely this cannot
be urged as any apology, for the least deviation from laws which are printed
and promulgated, and which should be found not only in the library, but in
the mouth and heart of every zealous member of our ancient and honoura-
ble society.

)lmhiny short of the strictest adherence, not only to the spirit but to the
letter, wilf keep alive and transmit to future ages our excellent regulations,
which, “like the laws of the Medes and Persians,” should be declared to be

unsusceptible of the slightest alteration.—Compiler.
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Copy of the autbority from a grand master to any number
of brethren to conmstitute and consecrate a new lodge,
and to install the officers thereof:

«Sir and Brother—(or as the case may be)—Having in-
dubitable testimony of your ability and attachment tp the
royal craft, and reposing especial confidence in your in-
tegrity, I do hereby authorize and appoint you to form and
coustitute a lodge in the city of ——, by the name and
style of —— logge No. —, agreeably to a resolve of the
grand lodge of ——, held at —— on ——, and of the said
-—— lodge you will install our beloved brother J. C. wor-
shipful master, and our beloved brother W, P, and J. K.
scnior and junior wardens, agreeably to the ancient usages,
for which this shall be your sufficient authority.

Given under my hand and scal this —— day of — A,

D.—A. L. —”
T. E. W. Grand Master. [SEAL.]

On the day and hour appointed, the grand-master and
his officers [or the master and officers of any private lodge,
authorized by the grand master for that purpose] meet in a
convenient room, near to that in which the lodge to be con-
stituted is assembled.

The officers of the new lodge are to be examined by the
deputy grand master. After they are approved, they re-
turn to their lodge, and prepare for the reception of the
grand lodge. When notice is given, that they are prepared,
the grand lodge walk in procession to their hall; the offi-
cers and members of the new lodge resign their seats to
them, and take their several stations on the left.

The necessary cautions are then delivered from the chair.
After which, all, excepting masters or past masters of
lodges, are desired to retire, until the master of the new
lodge is placed in the chair,

Upon due notice, the brethren return; and all take their
places, but the members of the new lodge, who form a pro-
cession on one side of the hall, to salute their master.
The grand master addresses them—s¢Behold your Master!”
The brethren advance, and make the proper salutation.
They move on, until they have all passed: then their mas-
ter joins them, taking his proper place.

[*The lodges present next form, either in one body, ac-

* The sentences between the brackets relate to a public performance of the
ceremonies. 'Whether they shall be so, or not, is optional with the grand
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cording to the usual order of procession, or in separate
lodges, as shall be judged best.

The whole procession then moves on towards the house
where it is intended that the services shall be performed;
with the clergy, the civil officers of the town and neighbour-
hood, and such other gentlemen as may have been invited,
and are in waiting.]

[The public services are such as the brethren of the lodge
to be constituted have previously arranged, with the appro-
bation of the grand master. Generally a prayer is made,
and a discourse delivered, by the chaplain, or some brother
of the clergy, appointed for that purpose.] After which, the
business of consecration commences.

The service begins with solemn music, and the grand
master, deputy grand master, grand chaplain, and grand
secretary, go to the place of consecration.

The officers and brethren of the new lodge, then form
before the grand master. The deputy grand master then
informs the grand master, that

A number of brethren, duly instructed in the several
degrees of free masonry, and good workmen, having, by
virtue of a warraunt granted them for that purpose, assem-
bled as regular nasons, and duly recorded their transac-
tions, do now desire to be formed into a regular lodge, un-
der the jurisdiction of this grand lodge; and promise to
conform, in all things, as good masons ought to do.”

Their secretary then delivers the charter and records to
the master elect, who presents them to the grand master,
and he observes, that

ssUpon due deliberation, the grand lodge have seen fit
to grant the petition of the brethren here assembled, and a
charter has been given them, which the grand secretary will
now read.” [The charter is read.]

He next examines the records; and, if approved, pro-
claims—

«The records appear to be properly entered—and are ap-
proved. We shall now proceed, according to ancient usage,
to constitute these brethren into a regular lodge.” -

Whereupon the jewels and badges are delivered up by
the officers to their master, who presents them to the deputy
grand master, and he to the-grand master.

master. These proceedings, respecting constituting, &c. were collected from
ancient records, and adapted to public use, by the right worshipful Isarar
Tuomas, Esq. past grand warden.
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Then the deputy grand master presents the master of the
new lodge to the grand master, saying—

“‘Most Worshipful—I present you brother G. M. whom
the members of the lodge, now to be constituted, have cho-
sen for their master.”

The grand master asks them, if they remain satisfied
with their choice. [They bow the head, in token of assent.]

The master then presents, one after the other, his war-
dens and other officers; naming them and their office. The
grand master asks the brethren, if they are satisfied with
each and all of them. [They bow their heads, in token of
assent. ]

Next, during solemn music,* the lodge is uncovered.
All devoutly kneel. The music ceases; and the grand
chaplain rehearses the following prayer:

ssGreat architect of the universe! maker and ruler of all
worlds! deign, from thy celestial temple, from realms of
light and glory, to bless us, in all the purposes of our pre-
sent assembly.

«We humbly invoke thee to give us at this, and at all
times, wisdom in all our doings, strength of mind in all
our difficulties, and the beauty of harmony in all our com-
munications!

sPermit us, O thou centre of light and life, great source
of love and happiness, to erect this lodge, and now solemn-
ly to consecrate it to the honor of thy glory! Glory be to
God on high!”

Response by the brethren.—As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be—Amen!

sGrant, O Lord our God, that they who are new abeut
to be invested with the government of this lodge, may be
endued with wisdom to instruct their brethren in all duties.
May brotherly love and charity always prevail among the
members of this lodge; aud may this band of union con-
tinue to strengthen the lodges throughout the world!

«Bless all our brethren, wheresoever dispersed: and grant
speedy relief to ail who are either oppressed or distressed.

«We affectionately commend to thee all the members of
thy whole family. May they increase in the knowledge of
thee, and in the love of each other.

«Finally, may we finish all our works here below, with
thine approbation; and then have our transition from this

¢ The music alluded to, is occasionally vocal or instrumental, more
frequently both. See the appendix where on this, as on other solemn occa-
sions, the hymns and odes are to be found set to appropriate tunes.
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earthly abede to thy heavenly temple above, there to enjoy
light, glory and bliss inefable—Glory be to God on high.”

¢ by the brethren.—As it was in the beginming, is
now, and ever shall be.—Amen—so mote it be—Amen.* .

Then succeeds solemn music, while the lodge is cover-
ing. The grand chaplain then dedicates the ledge, in the
fellowing terms:

«T'o the memory of Holy Saint John, we dedicate this
lodge. May every brother revere his character, and imi-
tate his virtues.—Glory be to God on high.”

Response by the brethren.—As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be, world witheut end.—Amen!—so
mote it be.—Amen!

After this, during solemn music, the officers of the new
lodge advance to salute the grand lodge, with their hands
crossed on their breast, bowing as they pass. Then they
take their places, and stand as they were.

The music ceases, and the grand master proceeds to con-
stitute the lodge, by directing the grand marshal to say:
* ¢Brethren—I am directed by the most worshipful — —,
grand master for the state of ——, to make proclamation,
that, by virtue of his power and authority, these brethren aro
now constituted a regular society of free and accepted ma-
sons, by the title and designation of lodge, to be
holden in ——. And from henceforth they are fully em-
powered to exercise all their rights and privileges, agreeably
to the tenure of their charter, the laws of the grand lodge,
and the ancient usages of the fraternity; and may God be
with them.”t

Response, by the members of the grand lodge.—~So mote
it be!

The grand honouars are then given, and the ceremony of
Installation succeeds.

The grand master asks the deputy grand-master,

ssHave you examined the master nominated in the war-
rant; and do you find him well skilled in the science of ma-
senry, and worthy to be invested with the government of a
lodge?”

® The d chaplain is not confined to this form of devotion. He may
use one of those among the collection of prayers contained in this book; or,
with the consent of the grand master, may introduce one ot his own, prepared
for the occasion.

1 This proclamation must be made in the name of the grand master, in,
cagses where he is not present.
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The depaty grand master answering in the affirmative,
the grand master says, ¢Present him to me.”

The deputy grand-master takes the master by the hand,
and presents him to the grand master, saying—

ssMost Worshipful—I present you my worthy brother, G.
M. to be installed master of the lodge in this place. I find
him to be of good morals and of great skill, true and
trusty; and a lover of the whole fraternity, wheresover
dispersed over the face of the earth; and I doubt not he
will discharge his duty with fidelity.”

The grand master then says to him,

¢ Brother —— ——, previous to your investiture, it is
proper that you signify your assent to those ancient charges
and regulations, which contain the duty of a master of a
lodge. They will be read to you by the grand secretary »

The following are accordingly read:

«You agree to be a good man and true; and strictly to
obey the moral law.

ssYou agree to be a peaceable snb_]ect, and cheerfully to
conform to the laws of the country in which you reside.

¢You promise not to be concerned in plots or conspira-
cies against government, but patiently to submit to the de-
cisions of the supreme legislature.

«You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil magis-
trate; to work diligently, live in credit, and act honourab]y
with all men.

«You agree to hold in veneration the original rulers and
patrons of the order of masonry, and their regular succes-
sors, supreme and subordinate, according to their stations;
and to submit to the awards and resolutions of your bre-
thren, in general chapter convened, in every case consist-
ent with the constitutions of the order.

«You agree to avoid private quarrels, and to guard
against all intemperance and excess.

«You agree to be cautious in your behaviour, courteous
to your brethren, and faithful to your lodge.

¢«You promise to respect true and faithful brethren, and
to discountenance all impustors.

sYou agree to promote the general good, to cultivate the
social virtues, and to propagate the knowledge of true
masonry.”

On the master signifying his assent to these charges,
the secretary proceeds to read the following regulations:
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$You promise to submit to the :grand master for the
time being, and to his officers, when duly installed; and
strictly to conform to every regulatien of the grand lodge,
or general assembly of masons, that is not subversive of
the principles of masonry.

.4Youn admit that it is not in the power of any man, or
body of men, to make alteration or innovation in masonry.

«You promise a regular attemdance on the committees
and commaunications of the grand lodge, on receiving proper
notice; and to pay attention to all the duties of masonry on
convenient occasions.

s«You admit that no new lodge shoeld be formed, with-
out permission of the grand master, and with the consen
of the grand lodge. '

ssYou admit that no person can be regularly made a
mason, or admitted into any lodge, without previous notice,
and due inquiry into bis character.

«sYou promise that no visiter shall be received into your

without doe examinatiem, or producing proper

vouchers of their having been made in a regular lodge.

ssThese are the regulations of free and accepted masons..

The grand master then addresses the master elect in the
following manner:

«Do you submit to these charges, and promise to support

these regulations, as masters have done in all ages bef
?!’ .
y‘,"i‘he new master baving signified his submission, the
d master says:

s¢ Brother G. M.—In consequence of your conformity te
the charges and regulations of the order, you are now to
be installed master of this new lodge, in full confidence of
your cars, skill and capacity to govesn the same.” .

He then invests him with bis jewel, and thus addresses

«I invest yow with the bonourable badge of the office of
master of this lodge. And now presest you theinsignia of
your office, and the necessary furniture of your lodge.*

«This [great light] will guide you to all truth; will
direct you to the temple of love; and point to you the
whele duty of man. :

® When the grand master is present, this ceremony max be perfbrmed by
the deputy grand master; but, in all other cases, it should be performed by
the presiding brother, whether an officer of the grand lodge, or dgpufgd' for

the oceasion.
13
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«This square, the use of which is ‘to bring all rude
matter into form,” teaches you to form and imstruct all
masons under your care, and to make them perfect in their
order. ,

«‘The compasses direct you to keep your brethrem with-
in the limits of masonry: and so t{o regulate your lodge,
that none be admitted but such as are worthy that highsr
sphere of merit and of worth.

s present you, alse, this book, which contains the Con-
stitutions of masonry. Search it at all times. Let it be
read in your lodge; that none may pretend ignorance of
the excellent precepts it enjoins.

«Lastly, I give into your charge the by-laws of your
lodge. See that every member abides by them.—% *#
ENE BER RRRD ‘ -

After this the jewels of the officers of the new lodge be-
ing returned to the master, he delivers them to the several
members of the grand lodge, who proceed to invest the
other officers: the grand wardens investing the wardens
of the new lodge, the grand secretary the secretary, and se
on; each giving a short charge.*

SENIOR GRAND WARDEN.

oﬂ;‘Brothcr J. R—I invest you with the badge of your
ce.

«This level, as an instrument in your hands, you will
use to preserve that equality which ought to subsist
among masons, which nature assigns, and which love re-
quires. -

s“Your regular attendance on the stated and special meet-
ings is highly expedient. In the presence of the master
you are to sssist himin the government of the lodge, and
in his absence to take the charge of it.

s«You will undoubtedly discharge with faithfulness the
duties of this important office, and become a pillar of
strength to the lodge.—Look well to the west!”

JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN.

¢ Brother H. L.—1I invest you with the badge of your
office, as junior warden of this lodge.

® The officers of the should be ted to the grand .ﬁ
who iuvelot them,oby themd. preset o
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‘«The plumb teaches you to act with that uprightness
which belongs to your office. )

ssYour regular and punctual attendance on the lodge is
particularly requested.

¢'The examination of visiters is within your care.

«In the absence of the master and senior warden you
know your duty; and will then, and at all times, faithfully
discharge it. .

¢Beautify your column in the temple of masonry.—
BEFE RER

GRAND SECRETARY.

ssBrother T. L.—I invest you with the badge of your
office, as secretary to this lodge. : _

«It is your province to keep the records regularly, fairly,
and faithfully: To examine and settle accounts; and to
issue summonses at the master’s direction.

«Your love to the craft, and attachment to this lodge,
will induce you cheerfully to fulfil the duties of your office;
and in so doing you will merit the esteem of your breth-
ren.”

GRAND TREASURER.¥*

s¢Brother J. K. S.—I invest you with the badge of your
office, as treasurer of this lodge.

«sYour honour, and the confidence the brethren repose in
you, will excite to that faithfulness in the discharge of the
duty of your office, which its important nature demands.”

-SENIOR GRARD DEACON.

s Brother J. M.—I invest you with the badge of your of-
fice as senior deacon of this lodge. :

«You are semsible that your station is not one of the
least important.

«You will be attentive to the master; careful in introdue-
ing visiters, and in accommodating them.

ssBe watchful inpreparation. And, although you halt at
the door of the temple, lead those rightly who require it.

«Your regular attendance on the lodge will be your du,
ty and inclination.

® If the proper officers of the grand lodge be not present, afier the secre-
tary is installed, the master of the new lodge may invest his other officers.

547838
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JUNIOR GRAND DEACON.

¢Brother J. M. jun~—I invest you with the badge of your
office, as junior deacon of this lodge.

«What is delivered to you in the west, faithfully carry, to
the south.

«‘To that which is more immediately your care, be par-
ticularly attentive.

«Prepare duly. Lecad upon the square. And prompt like
a workman.

«Your regular and early attendance upon the lodge is
highly necessary.”

FIRST @RARD STEWARBD.

¢ Brother » I invest you with the badge of your
office, as first steward of this lodge.

¢You are to assist in collecting quarterages, and other
fees; to make necessary provision, by the advice of the
master, and see the table furnished at his command. You
are to keep an exact account of all expenses for supplies,
and give information of what may be in store, or what may
be wanting.

“Your regular and early attendance on the lodge will
be a sure proof of your attachment to it.”

SECOND GRAND STEWARD.

s¢ Brother , I invest you with the badge of your
office, as second steward to this lodge.

ssProvide good refreshment, and bring it in season.

ssEncourage the labourers at their work.

¢Be punctual: and let your countenance delightthem.

GRAND SWORD BEARER TO THE TYLER.

sBrother W. C.—I invest you with the badge of your
office, as tyler to this lodge. :

«A faithful discharge of your duty is necessary for the
safety of the craft: and your constant attendance upon the
lodge cannot be dispensed with, but by the permission of
the master.”

The master of the new lodge then returns thanks to the
grand master and officers, in the following words:*

® Or in such other appropriate address as he may prepare or select.
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s Most worshipful—Permit me to render to you and to
the grand lodge, my thanks, and the thanks of this lodge,
for the honour now conferred on us.

«It will be our care to cultivate the sublime art, and as-
siduously to perform the duties incumbent on us.”

The grand master, or some person by his appointment,
then delivers an address to the brethren. [See ¢«Charges.”]*

After which, the grand marshal proclaims, thrice, the
lodge constituted in ample [or due] and ancient form: with
the honours of masonry. ;

The grand master then orders that the lodge be registered
in the grand lodge books; and that the grand secretary no-
tify the same te the lar lodges.

The ceremony concludes with an anthem, or music; and
the procession is formed as at first, or the reverse, as the
grand master directs, and returns to the hall, where the
grand lodge is closed with the usual solemnities.

Note.—This ceremony, with occasional variations, is to
be used in the grand lodge, and in every private lodge, at
the installation of new officers.

In grand lodge, the grand master, and in other lodges
the master in the chair, invests all the officers.

Officers, when installed in the grand lodge, should be pre-
sented by the grand marshal; and when in private lodges,
by the oldest master mason present.

CHAPTER II.

Ceremony observed at laying the foundation stones of public
structures.

This ceremony is conducted by the grand master and his
officers, assisted by the members of the grand lodge. They
are accompanied by the officers and brethren of neigh-
beuring lodges, and such other masons as can conveniently
assemble on the occasion. The chief magistrate and other
civil officers of the place where the building is to be erected,
generally attend. The ceremony is thus conducted:

At the time appointed, the grand lodge is convened at
some convenient place, approved by the grand master.
Music is provided, and the brethren appear with the insig-
nia of the order, and with white gloves and aprons. 'The

® It is expected that the presiding officer, if a man of abilities, which he
ought to be, will prepare and deliver an original charge.— Compiler.
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lodge is opened by the grand master, and the rules.for
forming the procession to and from the place at which the
ceremony is to be performed, are read by the grand secre-
tary, and committed to the grand marshal. The necessary
cautions are then given from the chair, and the lodge is ad-
journed: after which they meve in procession to the place
for the foundation of the building.

A triumpbal arch is usually erected at the place where
the ceremony is to be performed; under which the brethren
pass, and repair to their stations, and the grand master and
his officers take their place on a temporary platform, cov-
ered with a carpet. An ode, suited to the occasion, is then
sung.

The grand master commands silence, and the necessary
preparations are made for laying the stone, on which is en-
graved the year of masonry, with the name and titles of
the grand master, &c. &c. The workmen’s tools are pre-
sented to the grand master; who applies the square, plumb,
and level to the stone in their proper positions, and pro-
nounces it to be ¢well formed, true and trusty.” The
stone is next raised up, by means of an engine erected for
that purpose, and the grand chaplain repeats the following
prayer:

«May the Grand Architect of the Universe grant a bles-
sing on this foundation stone, which we have now laid; and
by his Providence enable us to finish this and all our works
with skill and success.—Glory be to God in the highest!”’

Response by the brethren.—As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be—Amen!—so mote it be—Amen!

Solemn music is next introduced; after which the grand
treasurer, by the grand master’s command, places under
the gtone various sorts of coin and medals of the present
age: and the stone is placed as it is tolie.

The cornucopia and two silver vases are next brought to
the table, and dclivered; the cornucopia to the deputy.
grand master, and the iwo vases to the wardens, who suc-
cessively present them to the grand master: and he, accord-
ing to ancient ceremony, pours the corn, the wine, and the
oil, which they contain, on the stone, saying,

¢May the all-bounteous Author of nature bless the in-
habitants of this place with all the necessaries, conve-
niences, and comforts of life—assist in the crection and
completing of this building; protect the workmen against
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every accident, and long preserve this structure from de-
cay. And grant to us all, in needed supply, the corn of
nourishment, the wine of refreshment, and the oil of joy.
—Amen'—so mote it be—Amen.”

He then strikes the stone thrice with the mallet: and the
honours of masonry are given.

The grand master then delivers over to the master work-
man the various implements of architecture, intrusting him
with the superintendance and direction of the work; after
which he reascends the platform, and an oration suitable to
the occasion is delivered.

A song in honour of masonry concludes the ceremony:
and then the procession returns, and the lodge is closed in
form.

CHAPTER IIL

Ceremony at the opening of a Bridge.

The grand lodge, neighbouring lodges, and brethren,
move in procession to the new bridge, attended by the ma-
istrates and gentlemen of the vicinity. They form, in or-
er, atthe entrance of the bridge. The grand master,
with his wardens, then examines the work, and finding it
to be <well constructed and fit for public use,” he causes
proclamation to be made accordingly. The grand honours
are then given—a short address is made, and an ode sung,
adapted to the occasion. ,

They then march over the bridge, and return with music.
The proclamations are again made. After which, there is a
discharge of artillery.

The grand lodge then returns in procession, and is closed
in form.

CHAPTER 1V.

Ceremony observed at the Dedication or Consecration of Ma-
sons’ Halls.

On the day appointed for the celebration of dedication,
the grand master and his officers, accompanied by the
members of the grand lodge, meet in a convenient room ad-
Jjoining to the place in which the ceremony is to be perform-
ed; and the grand lodge is opened in ample form, in all the
degrees of masonry. The erder of procession is read by
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the grand secretary, and committed to the grand marshal;
and the necessary directions are given to the brethren from
the chair. The lodge is then adjourned; and the procea-
gion formed, and moves forward till they reach the chair
of the master. The officers of the lodge are then pro-
claimed, in order. Solemn music is introduced, and con-
tinues while the proceasion moves three times round the
hall. The lodge is then placed in the centre, on a crimson
velvet couch; and the grand master having taken the chair,
under a masonic canopy, the grand officers, and the masters
and wardens of lodges, repair to the places previously ar-
for their reception. The three lights, with the gold
and gilver vases, with the corn, wine and oil, are placed on
the lodge; at the head of which stands the pedestal, with
the Bible open, with the square and compasses laid there-
on; and the constitution roll, on a crimson velvet cushion.
Then an anthem is sung, and an encomium on masonry is
delivered. After which the architect addresses the grand
master, returns thanks for the honour conferred on him, and
surrenders up the implements intrusted to him for the
finishing the work. The grand master, having expressed
his approbation, an ode in honour of masonry is sung, ac-
companied by instrumental music: after which, such of the
spectators as are not masons retire for refreshment.

The lodge being tiled, the business of masonry is resumed.

'The grand secrctary informs the grand master, that itis
the design of the fraternity to have the hall dedicated to ma-
sonry; upon which, he orders the grand officers to assist in
the ceremony, with solemn music, excepting only at the in-
tervals of dedication. .

The lodge is uncovered, and the first procession being
made round it, the grand master having reached the east,
strikes thrice with his mallet; and, after profound silence,
dedicates the hall to masonry, ¢in the name of the GREAT
Jenovar—to whom be all glory and honour.”
lm’Upon which, the grand chaplain strews corn over the

ge.

Solemn music then begins, and a sccond procession is
made round the lodge; when, on the grand master’s ar-
rival at the east, silence is again proclaimed—and he de-
clares the hall dedicated, as before, to virtue and science:
on which the chaplain sprinkles wine on the lodge.



ANCIENT CEREMONIES. 105

Solemn music is again performed, and a third proces-
wsion made round the lodge; when, the grand master hav-
ing reached the east, all is silent—and the hall is dedicated
as before, to universal charity and benevolence. Upon
which, the chaplain dips his fingers in the oil, and
sprinkles it over the lodge.

At each dedication the honours are given.

A solemn invocation is made to heaven by the grand
chaplain, followed by responses from all the brethren; and
an anthem is sung. After which, the lodge is covered, and
the grand master retires to the chair. ' '

The spectators may now return, and the grand master
may direct the grand procession to be resumed, and to
march three times round the hall, halting each time in the
east. Whilst the procession is moving, the music continues,
but ceases when the procession halts.  After this, the mem-
bers of the grand lodge take their places. An oration, suit-
ed to the occasion, is delivered by the grand chaplain, or
some other brother, appointed for that purpose by the grand
master.

The grand lodge again forms in procession as at first, and
returns to the room where it was opened; the laws of the
order are rehearsed, and then the grand lodge is closed in
ample form.

CHAPTER V.

Ceremony observed at Funerals; with the service to be used on
those occasions.

The practice of funeral rites has been general among
mankind. It affords opportunity for the happy recollection
of the virtues of the deceased, as well as for the public tes-
timony of the duties which have existed between the dead
and the living. It atonce assists sympathy and virtue.

The ceremonies are different in different nations, and a
conformity to them has been recommended among the breth-
ren: they have also their usual forms, in which they ex-
press their common friendship in mourning for the dead.

No mason can be entered with the formalities of the or-
der, unless it be by his own special request whilst living,
communicated to the master-of the lodge of which he died
amember; nor unless he has been advanced to thethird degree
of masonry; foreigners, sojourners, and particular officers,

14
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excepted, and those at the direction of the grand master.
From the above restriction, there can be no other exceptions.

The master of a lodge having received notice of a mas-
ter mason’s death, and of his request to be ipterred with the
ceremonies of the order, and duly notified of the time and
place of interment, must summon his kadge, informing them
of the funeral solemnities. '

If more lodges are expected to attend, he must make ap-
plication, by the grand secretary, to the grand master, for
permission to preside over such brothren from other lodges
as may assist in forming the pracession, who are to be under
his direction for the time, unless the grand master, his de-
puty, or the grand wardens, are present. .

In casc of a stranger, the master of the senior lodge pre-
sent presides, if the proper g-and officers are absent.

The dispensation being obtained, the master may invite
as many lodges as he thinks proper; and the members of
these lodges may accompany their oflicers in form.

Allthe brethren must appear in decent mouminF; dregsed
in white stockings, gloves and aprons, the usual clothing of
master masons.

The officers must appcar with the badges of the 1
and such as have been officers, may wear the badges o
their former stations, provided that the brethren actually
in office are distinguished by sashes and hatbands.

The brethren should first assemble, if it be possible, in
their lodge room, and open in due form, and remain stand-
ing during the first part of the service, which may, in com-
mon cages, be performed in their hall, with the usual cere-
monies.

A procession is then formed; the ledges move according
to seniority, excepting that the lodge, of which the deceas-
ed was a member, moves nearest to the corpse.

In the graveyard, the brethren proceed to the grave, and,
then, entering at its foot, open, so that the master may stand
gt the head of the grave, and the mourners may halt at the
foot, while.the brethren encircle it. Whilst the prayers are
reading at the grave, the brethren may slowly approach it,
till they arc as near as they can with comfort stand,
~ If no part of the service has been already porformed in the
lodge, or some public building, with proper ceremonies, then.
it is here rehearsed; or such as may be substituted by the
direction of the master.

The service may be performed by responses, or by one
voice; at discretion.

.
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The Master speaks, or thé thaplain by his direction:
‘Where is now our brother? ,
He sdjourneth in darkness.
Can we redéem our brother? Sl :
We have mot the tansom.—The place that knew him,
shall know him no more! '
Shall his name be lost? '
[Here the roll is unfolded.]

_The mewmory of a brother is precions. We will record
his name. y ’
[Viewing the roll.]
‘Write it here!
e will write it in our hearts.
How will it then be known?
[Here strew flowers, or evergreen.] ,
It shall litve in his virtues, which shall live in us and in
every brother.
Was he worthy?
Like him 4ve will be brethrén; and our last end shall be in
peace.
He was indeéd our brother.
But, who hath done this?
The Lord gave, and the Lord taketh away.—
Let us then bless the name of the Lord.

EJACULATION.

‘What is our life!—It is a shadow! a dream!

‘We once were—but, what were we!

‘Whither are we going! what shall we become! ’

Who is poor! who is rich! the king and the beggat lie-
down together!

Our brother hath forsaken us!

He is no longer one of ourselves!

Every connexion of life has ceased!

The form is no longer beautiful!

He stretcheth not his hands to us.

T'he hour of death has overtaken him'

—— Shall not some friend comfort us?

[Here an oration may be delivered; but if one has not been
prepared for the occasion, then may follow——]

THUS our brother has reached the end of lifel—How
many offerings has he made upon the altar of charity!—

®igitized by L;(\H’)Q’[‘\.‘
C
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How honouarably has he sustained the cares of life!-—How did
he make the hearts of all around him happy!—He trode not
on the worm that moved at his feet'—His heart was in the
laws of his country. His religion to his God, taught him
to love and fo extend happiness to man, But he has bidden
us the last farewell. KFarewell our brother!—We reply,
Jarewell!—Go, visit the grand Jodge of brethren!—Go, meet
thy God; and may he approve thee! May we be as faithful?
—may our eyes be closed in peace, like thine!-—and our dy-
ing pillow be as easy!—Farewell till the grand summons'—
Then, brother, we will rise ané meet thee!—Glory be to
God on high!—

Response by the brethren.—As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be.—Amen.

LIGHT of life! all things live before thee! the darkness
and thelight are both alike to thee!-——With thee there is no
darkness!—Thou seest us at our birth, and at our death.—
Thou knowest us when in the womb, and in the grave.—
Thou forgettest us not when we have been, or areto be. We
are always present with thee, and our thoughts never perish
from thy remembrance. May our brother live with us, as
well as with thee. May good tidings be on our lips, and
his works written upon our hearts. May memory and the
virtues be the mourners! Let his death teach us to die; and
with him let thy gift to us be immortality!

Then the brethren join hands and renew, in silence, the
tokens of their friendship. If they choose to have devotional
music at the grave, it may now be performed.

The body is then let into the grave, or entombed.

%fber which the following declaration and prayer shall be

made. :
Brethren—With proper respect to the established cus-
toms of the country in which we reside; with due deference
to our superiors in church and state; and with unlimited
good will to all markind, we appear in the character of our
profession. Invested with the badges of masonry, publicly
we declare our obedience and our submission to the laws
and government of the country in which we live, and an ar-
dent wish to promote the general good of society.

As it hath pleased the divine creator to remove our broth-
er from this transitory existence, and to weaken the chain
by which we are linked one to another, may his death re-
mind us of our own, and incline us, whe survive him, to be
- mare strong in the ties of union and friendship.
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To the grave we resign our brother, in expestation of
his immortal happiness; and we pray—

ArLmierTY Gob, of infinite mercy and goodness, extend
to us the riches of thine everlasting favour, and crown thy
present benefits with honour and immortality. And to God
be glory foreyer.—Amen.

Then the y is dropped into the grave; and eachbrother
:dear deposites a shovel full of earth on the coffin, if permit-

The brethren return to the hall, or place where they form-
ed, and the masonic ornaments, if. the deceased was an offi-
cer, are in due form returned to the lodge; the proper
charges are delivered, and the lodge is closed with a bless-
ing—

May the Lord bless us and keepus. May he give ys light
and truth, and unite our hearts forever.—So mote it be.

JAnother Funeral Service.

The lodge being opened with the usual forms, at the
hall, or some other convenient place, a procession is form-
ed, and the brethren proceed to the house of the deceased.
If singers are present, an anthem may be sung. The mas-
ter proceeds to the head of the corpse, and the service be-
gins: the master, or chaplain, saying,

¢¢What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death?—
Shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave:”

* Response.~<Man walketh in a vain shadow: he heapeth
up riches, and cannot tell who shall gather them.”

Master—<<When he dieth, he shall carry nothing away;
his glory shall not descend after him.* .

Response.—<Naked he came into the world, and naked
he must return: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”

The grand honours are them given, and certain forms
used, which cannot be here explained. Solemn music is in-
troduced, during which the master strews herbs or flowers
over the body; and taking the sacred roll in his hand, he
gays:

ssLet me die the death of the righteous, and let my last
end be like his.”

The brethren answer:

¢God is our God forever and ever; he will be our guide
even unto death.”
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The mfister then puts up the roll, and says:

«Almighty Father, into thy hands we commend the soul
of our loving brother.” .

The brethren answer three times, «The will of God is a¢-
complished !—so be it.” Giving the grand honours each tinie.

The master, or chaplain, then repeats the following
prayer:

sMost glorious God, author of all good, and giver of
all mercy, pour down thy blessings upon us, and strengthen
our solemn engagements witli the ties of sincere affection.
May the present instance of mortality remind us of our ap-
proaching fate; and by drawing our attention towards thee,
the only refuge in time of need, may we be induced so to
regulate our conduct here, that when the awful moment shalt
arrive that we are about to quit this transitory scene, the
cnlivening prospect of thy mercy may dispel the gloom of
death, and after our departure hence in peace and in thy fa-
vour, we may be received into thine everlasting kingdom; and
there enjoy, in union with the souls of our departed friends,
the just rewards of a pious and virtuous life.—Amen.”

An anthem being sang, the master retires from the corpse,
and the coffin is shut up. An oration suitable to the occa-
sion is delivered; and the master recommending love and
unity, the brethren join hands, and renew to each other, in
silence, their pledged vows.

'The lodge is adjourned, and the procession begins, in the
form hereafter described, to the place of interment; where
the following exhortation is given:

Service at the Grave, by the Master, or Chaplatn.

«sHere we view a striking instance of the uncertainty of
life, and the vanity of all human pursuits. 'The last offices
paid to the dead are only useful as they are lectures to the
living; from them, therefore, we are to derive instruction,
and ouglht to consider cvery solemnity of this kind as a
summons to prepare fur our approaching dissolution.

s«Notwithstanding the various mementos of mortality
with which we daily meet; notwithstanding we are conviric-
ed that death has established his empire over all the works
of nature; yet, through some unaccountable infatuation, we
are still apt to forgét that we are born to dic. 'We go on from
one design to another, add hope to hope, and lay out plans
for the subsistence and employment of many years, until we
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are syddenly alarmed with the approach of deathy when we
least expect him, and at an hour which we probably con-
clude to be the meridian of our existence.

«What are all the externals of majesty, the pride of
wealth, or charms of beauty, when nature has paid her just
debt? If for a moment we throw our eyes on the last scene,
and view life stripped of its ornaments, and exposed in its
natural meanness, we shall then be convinced of the futility
of these empty delusions. 1n the grave all fallacies are de-
tected, all ranks are levelled, and all distinctions are done
away.

««While we drop the sympathetic tear over the grave of
our deceased friend, let charity induce us to throw a veil
aover his foibles, whatever they may have been, and let us
not withhold from his memory the praise his virtues may
have claimed. Suffer the apologies of human nature to
plead in his behalf. Perfection has never been attained; the
wisest as well as the best of men have erred. His merito-
rious actions, therefore, let us imitate, and from his weak-
ness let us derive instruction.

«Let the present example excite our serious attention,
and strengthen our resolutions of amendment. As life is
uncertain, and all earthly pursuits are vain, let us no. lon-
ger postpone the important concern of preparing for eter-
nity; but let us embrace the happy moment, while time and
opportunity offer, to provide wigh care against that great
change, when the pleasures of this world shall cease to de-
light, and the reflections of a life spent in the exercise of
piety and virtue yield the only comfort and consolation.

«Thus shall our expectations not be frustrated, nor shall
we be hurried unprepared into the presence of that all wise
and powerful Judge.

«To conclude: Let us support with propriety the char-
acter of our profession on every occasion, advert to the na-
ture of our solemn c¢ngagements, and parsue with unweari-
ed assiduity the sacred tenets of masonry; that from the en-
dearments of a virtuous society on earth we may be raised
to the blissful saciety in heaven.”

The following invocations are then to be made by the
master, and the usual honours to accompany each:

Muster.—<May we be true and faithful; and may we
live and die in love!”’

Response—s<<So mote it he.”
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Masterg—<May we profess what is good, and may we
always act agreeably to our profession!”

Response.—<So mote it be.”

Master.—<May the Lord bless us, and prosper us; and
may all our good intentions be crowned with success!”

Response.—+¢So mote it be.” '

The secretaries are then to advance, and throw their rells
into the grave with the usual forms, while the chaplain re-
peats, with an audible voice,

«sGlory be to God on high, on earth peace and good will
towards men.”

Response.—<So mote it be, now, from henceforth, and
forever more.”

The master is then to conclude the ceremony at the grave,
in the following words:

«From time immemorial it hasbeen an established custom
among the fraternity of free and accepted masons, when re-
quested by a brother on his death bed, to accompany his
corpse to the place of interment; and there to deposite his re-
mains with the usual formalities.

ssIn conformity to this laudable usage, and at the special
request of our deceased brother, whose memory we revere,
and whose loss we deplore, we are here assembled in the
character of masons, to resign his bedy to the earth from
whence it came, and to offer up the last tribute of our affec-
tion to his memory; therely demonstrating to the world the
sincerity of our past esteem, and our steady attachment to
the principles of our honourable order.

«With proper respect to the established customs of the
country in which we reside, with due deference to our supe-
riors in church and state, and with unlimited good will to
all mankind, we appear in the character of our profession.
Invested with the badges of masonry, we publicly declare
our obedience and submission to the laws and government of
the country in which we live, and an ardent wigh to promote
the general good of society; we humbly implore the bless-
ing of heaven on all our zealous endeavours for this laudable
purpose, and pray for our steady perseverance in the prin-
ciples of piety and virtue.

¢Asit has pleased God, in the removal of our brother, to
weaken the chain by which we are linked one to another, it
becomes us, who survive him, to bé more strongly cement-
cd in the tics of unjon and friendship; and in soje measure
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to make up his loss by a warmer zeal and fidelity in all the
charities and duties of life. o

«Unto the grave we resign the body of our friend and
brother! [The body is entombed, and the y dropped, &e.

«Friend of our hearts, there rest in peace. Raised by
the grand master’s word, mayest thou hereafter share the
honours of perfection, the joys and bliss immortal!

<« Amen!—So mete it be,—Amon!

«Farewell'—Wc will mect again!”

Thus the service ends, when the usual honours are given,
and the procession returns to the place from whence it came.

The brethren being arrived at the lodge, the necessary
duties are complied with, and the business of masonry is
renewed. The regalia, and the ornaments of the deceased,
if an officer of a lodge, arc returned to the master in due
form, with the usual ceremonies; after which the charges
for regulating the conduct of the fraternity are rehearsed,
and the lodge is closed in the third degree with a blessing.

CHAPTER VI.

PROCESSIONS—No. I.

Order of Precession, for One ¢, On common occasions.

Tyler, with a drawn sword,
Stewards, with white rods,

Music, (when the musicians are brethren; otherwise they
form on_ the right and left of the procession, or pre-
cede the Tyler)

Entered Apprentices,
Feltow Crafts,
Master Masons,
Deacons, .
. Secretary and Treasurer,

* Senior and Junior Warden,

‘Fhe holy writings, square and compass, carried by the

oldest member of the lodge not in office, accompanicd

. with the Chaplain,

Marshal.

Past Masters,
Master.

15
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GRAND PROCESSIONS—No. II.

Order of Procession, when the Ceremony of Consecrating and
Constituting a Lodge, is performed in Public, &c.

Two Tylers with drawn swords,
Music, Swhen there are two bands)

Tyler of the oldest lodge, with a drawn sword,
Two Stewards of the oldest lodge, with white rods,
Entered Apprentices,

Fellow Crafts,

Master Masons,

Tylers,

Stewards,

- Junior Deacons,
= Senior Deacons,
=1 Secretaries,
= T'reasurers,

Past Wardens,
Junior Wardens,
Senior Wardens,

Past Masters,

Masters.
\

New Lodge,
(To form as in No. 1, om‘g Past Masters and Chaplain)

Music,
Grand Tyler, with a drawn sword,
Grand Stewards, with white rods.
When masonic halls are to be dedicated, &c. the corn, wine
awd oil, are to be carried as in No. 8.
Grand Secretary and Treasurer,

Master of a lodge bearing the sacred writing, square and
compass, on a crimson velvet cushion; supported by the
stewards of the sccond oldest lodge, with white rods, first
steward on his right, the second on his left,

Deputy Grand Masters,

= Grand Chaplain,

= Past Grand Wardens,

= Past Deputy Grand Masters,

= Past Grand Masters, >
= Grand Wardens,

£

s
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Master of the oldest lodge, bearing the book of constitu-
tions on a velvet cushion, .

Grand junior dea- Grand senior dea-
con ontheleft with} on aline 5 feet apart, { con on the right
a black rod. with a black rod.
Grand Master, .

Grand Sword Bearer, with a drawn sword,

Two Stewards, with white rods,

e
Gentlemen invited to join the procession, follow, two and two.

No. III.

Order of Procession at laying the Foundation Stones of Pub-
lic Buildings, &c.

Two Tylers, (as in No. 2)
Musie, (as in do.)
Tyler of the oldest Lodge, (do.)
Two Stewards of the oldest Lodge, (do.)
Entered Apprentices,
Fellow Crafts,
Master Masons,
Tylers,
Stew
Junior ns,
Senior Deacons,
Secretaries,
Treasurers,
Past Wardens,
Junior Wardens,
Senior Wardens,
Past Masters,
Masters,
M::I;ic,
Grand Tyler, (as in No. 2)
Grand Stewards, (do.)
A brother carrying a golden vessel containing corn,
;wo brethren carrying silver urns, one containing wine,
! the other oil,
Principal Architect,
Grand Sccretary -and Treasurer,

Marshal.

° Marshal.'
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Bible, square and compass, carried by a master of a lodge,
supported by two stewards, as in No. 2, when not sup-
ported by stewards, the grand chaplain walks with the
master of the lodge, who supports the bible, &e.

] Past Grand Wardens,
Past Deputy Grand Masters,
Past Grand Masters,
Chief Magistrate of the placs,
Two large lights, borne by two Masters of Lodges,
' Grand Wardens,
One great light, borne by a Master of a Lodge,
Deputy Grand Masters,
Master of the oldest Lodge, bearing the book of Constitu-
tions, (as in No. 2)
Grand Deacons, with black rods, (placed as in No. 2)
Grand Master, :
Grand Sword Bearer, (as in No. 2)
Two Stewards, with white rods,

Grand Marshal

ey
Gentlemen who choose to join the procession follow.

Note.—When two or more lodges walk in procession, they
form as above, either inone body, orin separate lodges;
if separately, the youngest lodge precedes the elderr The
cushion, on which the Hol ritings are carried, is covered
with crimson satin or vel

Marshals are to walk on the left of the procession.

All ofticers of lodges, in processions, should wear the
* badges of their office.

None but master masons are to wear decorated aprons.
'Those of the lower degrees may have an edging of silk, ora
square and compass made of silk—the aprons of those of
higher degrees, according to their order. Attention must
be paid to colours. None but officers (who are always to
be master masons) are to wear sashes; and thjs decoration
is only for particular ofticers.

If a past or present grand master should join the pro-
¢ession of a private lodge, or deputy grand master, or the
grand wardens, attention is to be paid to them. They take
place after the master of the lodge. Two deacons with
black rods, one on the right, and another on the left, at-
tend a grand warden; and when a grand master is present,
or deputy grand master, the baok of copstitutions is borne
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before him; a sword bearer follows him, and the deacons,
with black rods, are placed on his right and left, at an an-
gular distance of five feet, as in No. 2.

Musicians, if they are of the fraternity, walk in the pro-
cession, after the tyler; if not, they precede the tyler, walk
on the right and left of the procession. When there is but
one band, and the grand lodge attends, they follow the
grand tyler,

The order of procession No. 1, is suitably formed for
funerals. The cushion, on which is carried the Holy Writ-
ings, is covered with black silk or cloth: a black silk knot
is placed at the end of each steward’s rod—the same on the
musical instruments. The procession immediately pre-
cedes the corpse.

The brethren all walk two and two, excepting such of-
ficers as from their station are to walk otherways.

When a new lodge is to be consecrated, &c. that lodge
is always to form separately;—its place in the procession
is immediately preceding the grand lodge.

On entering public buildings, &c. the Bible, square ani
compass, book of Constitutions, &c. are placed hefore the
grand master. The grand marshal and grand deacons
keep ncar him.

9
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THE °

Free Masons’ Vade Mecum.

Most of the succeeding Chap{ers asregard the three first degrees
in Masonry, viz.—the Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and
Master Mason, are extracted from that useful work, « The Free-
masons’ Monitor;” compiled by our highly respected brother
Tuomas Surra Wess, Esq. past grand master, of the state of
Rhode Island. Mr. Webb observes in his preface, that many
of his remarks on the above degrees are taken from Preston’s
“Illustrations of Masonry,” with some necessary alterations,
particularly as it respects the distribution of the lectures, in
order to render them more agreeable to the mode of working

- in America.

It will be found that I have not adhered strictly to Mr. Webb’s
arrangement; having introduced a greater variety of excellent

prayers and charges, and as far as practicable, so enlarged the |

matter, that the work of the respective degrees may be con-
ducted with regularity and ease to the presiﬁing officer.—Com-
piler.

——

A YINDICATION OF MASONRY, INCLUDING A DEMONSTRA-
TION OF ITS EXCELLENCY.

CHAPTER I

Reflections on the symmetry and proportion displayed in the
works of Nature, and on the harmony and a}P'cction,which
subsist among the various species of beings of ewvery rank
and denomination.

Woever reflects on the objects that surround him, will

find abundant reason to admire the works of Nature, andto .
adore the all-supreme Being who directs such a stonishing.

operations: he will be convinced, that infinite wisdom could
alone design, and infinite power accomplish, such amazing
works.
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Were a man placed in a beautiful garden, would not his
mind be affected with the most exquisite delight, on a calm
survey of its rich collections; would not the groves, the
grottos, the artful wilds, the flowery parterres, the open-
ing vistos, the lofty cascades, the winding streams, the
whole variegated scene, awaken his sensibility, and inspire
his soul with the most exalted ideas? When he observed the
delicate order, the nice symmetry, and beautiful disposition
of every part, seemingly complete in itsclf, yet reflecting
new beauties on the other, and nothing wanted to make one
beautiful whole, would not his mjnd be agitated with the most
bewitching sensations, and the view of the delightful scene
naturally lead him to admire and vencrate thehappy genius
of Him who contrived it?

If the productions of art canso forcibly impress the mind
with admiration, with how much greater astonishment and
reverence must we behold the operations of Nature? On
every hand she presents to view unbounded scenes of utility
and delight, in which divine wisdom is most strikingly con-
spicuous. Suchscenes areindeed too expanded for the nar-
row capacity of man to comprehend; yet, whoever contem-
plates the general system, will easily perceive, from the uni-
formity of the plan, ample traces of an original source, and
be naturally directed to the first cause, the grand author of
existence, the supreme governor of the world, the onc per-
fect and unsullied beauty!

Beside all the pleasing prospects that every where sur-
round us, and with which our senses are every moment gra-
tified; beside the symmetry, good order, and proportion,
which appear in all the works of creation, there is some-
thing farther that attracts the reflecting mind, and draws
its attention nearer to the Divinity—the universal harmony
and affection which subsists among the different species of
beings, of every rank and denomination. 'These are the
cements of the rational world, and by thesc alone does it
subsist. 'When they cease, nature must be dissolved, and
man, the image of his maker, and the chief of his works,
be overwhelmed in the general chaos.

On a carcful examination, we shall find, that in the wholo-
order of being, from the seraph which adores and burns,
down to the meanest insect, all, according to their rank in
the scale of existence, have, more or less, implanted in them,
the principal of association with others of the same species
with themselves. Even in the most inconsiderable animals
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‘are formed into different ranks and societies for mutual bene-
fit and protection. Need we name the careful ant, or the in-
‘dustrioug bee; insects which the wisest of men has recom-
mended as patterns of unwearied industry and prudent fore-
sight? When we farther pursue our remarks, we shall find,
that the innate principle of friendship increases in propor-
tion with the extension of our intellectual faculties; and
that the only criterion by which a judgment may be formed,
respecting the superiority of-one part of the animal creation
above the other, must be, by observing the degrees of kind-
ness and good nature in which it excels.

If such are the general principles which pervade the |,
whole creation, how forcibly must those lessons predominate
in the assemblics of masons, where civilization and virtue,
under the sanction of science and art, are ever most zealous-
1y cherished?

CHAPTER II.

Friendship considered, with the advantages resulting from it.

No subject can more properly engage the attention, than
the humane and benevolent dispositions which indulgent
Nature has bestowed upon the rational species. These are
replete with the happiest effects, and afford to the mind the
most agreeable reflections. The breast which is inspired
with tender feelings, is naturally prompted to a reciprocal
intercourse of kind and generous actions. As human ngture
rises in the scale of things, so do the social affections M-
wise arise. When friendship is firm and lasting, we ¢
the highest degree of happiness: but when it declines, we
experience an equal degree of pain. Where friendship is
unknown, jealousy and suspicion prevail; but where virtue
is the cement, true pleasure must be enjoyed. In every
breast there exists a propensity to friendly acts, and when
those are exerted to effect, they sweeten every temporal en-
joyment; and if they do not always totally remove the dis-
quietudes, they at least tend to allay the calamities of life,

Friendship is traced through the circle of private con-
nexions to the grand system of universal benevolence, which
no limits can circumscribe, and its influence extends to eve-
ry branch of the human race. Actuated by these sentiments,
each individual centers his happiness in the happiness of his
neighbour, and a fixed and permanent union is established
dmong men.

16
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Nevertheless, though friendship, considered as the source
of universal benevolence, is unlimited, it exerts its influence
more or less powerfully as the objects it favours are nearer
or more remote. Hence the love of friends and of country
takes the lead in our affettions, and gives rise fo that true
patriotism, which fires the soul with the most generous flame,
creates the best and most disinterested virtue, and inspires
that public spirit and heroic ardour which enables us to sup-
port a good cause, and risk our lives in its defence.

This commendable virtue crowns the lover of his country
with unfading laurels, gives a lustre to his actions, and con-
secrates his name to posterity. The warrior’s glory may
consist in murder, and the rude ravage of the desolating
sword; but the blood of thousands will never stain the hands
of his country’s friend. His virtues are open, and of the
noblest kind. Conscious integrity supports him against the
arm of power; and should he bleed by tyrant hands, he glo-
riously dies a martyr in the cause of liberty, and leaves to
posterity an everlasting monument, of the greatness of his
soul.

Friendship not only appears divine when employed in pre-
serving the libertics of our country, but shines with equal
splendour in the more tranquil scencs of live. Before it rises
into the noble flame of patriotism, aiming destruction at
the heads of tyrants, thundering for liberty, and courting
danger in defence of rights; we behold it calm and mode-
rate, ning with an even glow, improving the soft hours
¢, and heightening the relish for virtue. In these
moments contracts arc formed, societics instituted,
the vacant hours of life wisely employed in the cultiva-
tion of social and polished manners.

CHAPTER III.

The Government of the Fraternity explained.

The mode of government observed by the fraternity will
best explain the importance, and give the truest idea of the
nature and design of the masonic system.

There are scveral classes of masons, under different ap-
pellations. The privileges of these classes are distinct,
and particular means are adopted to preserve those privi-
leges to the just and meritorious of each class.

Honour and probity are recommendations to the first
class; in which the practice of virtue is enforced, and the
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duties of morality inculcated, while the mind is prepared
for regular and social converse, in the principles of know-
ledge and philosophy. R

Diligence, assiduity and application, are qualifications
for the second class; in which an accurate elucidation of
science, both in theory and practice, is given. Here hu-
man reason is cultivated by a due exertion of the rational
and intellectual powers and faculties; nice and difficult theo-
ries are explained; new discoveries produced, and those al-*
ready known beautifully embellished.

The third class is composed of those whom truth and
fidelity have distinguished; who, when assaulted by threats-
and violence, after solicitation and persuasion have failed,
have evinced their firmness and integrity in preserving in-
violate the mysteries of the order.

The fourth class consists of those who have persevering-
ly studicd the sientific branches of the art, and exhibited
proofs of their skill and acquirements, and who have conse-
quently obtained the honour of this degree, as a reward of
merit.

The fifth class consists of those who, having acquired a
proficiency of knowledge to becomé teachers, have been
elected to preside overregularly constituted bodies of masons.

The sixth class consists of those who, having discharged
the duties of the chair with honour and reputation, are ac-
knowledged and recorded as excellent masters.

The seventh class consists of a select few, wh
and experience have improved, and whom merit an&g
ties have entitled to preferment. With this class th
cient lardmarks of the order are preserved; and from th
we learn and practise the necessary and instructive lessons,
which at once dignify the art, and qualify its professors to
illustrate its excellence and utility.

This is the established mode of the masonic government,
when the rules of the system are observed. By this judi-
cious arrangement, true friendship is cultivated among differ-
ent ranks and degrees of men, hospitality promoted, indus-
try rewarded, and ingenuity encouraged.

CHAPTER IV.

The importance of the Secrets-gf Masonry demonstrated.

If the secrets of masonry are:épiewmﬂl uch advantages
to mankind, it may be asked, why are they ¥ot @ivylged for

ears

Lt
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the general good of society? To which it may be answered;
were the privileges of masonry to be indiscriminately be-
stowed, the design of the institution would be subverted; and,
being familiar, like many other important matters, would
soon lose their value, and sink into disregard.

It isa weakness in human nature, that men are generally
more charmed with novelty, than the real worth or intrinsic
value of things. Novelty influences all our actions and de-
terminatiens. What is new, or difficult in the acquisition,
however trifling or insignificant, readily captivates the ima-
gination, and ensures a temporary admiration; while what
is familiar, or easily obtained, however noble and eminent
for its utility, is sure to be disregarded by the giddy and
unthinking.

Did the particular secrets, or peculiar forms prevalent
among masons, constitute the essence of the art, it might be
alleged that our amuscments were trifling, and our ceremo-
nics superficial. But this is not the case. Having their
use, they are preserved; and from the recollection of the
lessons they inculcate, the well informed mason derives in-
struction. Drawing them to a near inspection, he views
them through a proper medium; adverts to the circumstances
which gave them rise; dwells upon the tenets they con-
vey; and, finding them replete with useful information,
adopts them as keys to the privileges of his art, and prizes
them as sacred. Thus convinced of their propriety; he
cstimates the value from their utility. s

Many persons are deluded by their vague supposition that

mysteries are merely nominal; that the practices estab-
ed among us are frivolous; and that our ceremonigs
"~ might be adopted, or waved, at pleasure. On this false -
foundation, we have found them hurrying through all the
degrees, Wwithout adverting to the propriety of one step they
ursue, or passessing a single qualification requisite for ad-
vancement. Passing through the usual formalities, they
have accepted offices, and assumed the government of
lodges, cqually unacquainted with the rules of the institution
they pretended to support, or the nature of the trust repos-
ed in them. The consequence is obvious; wherever such
practices have been allowed, anarchy and confusion have
ensucd, and the substance has been lost in the shadow.

Were the brethren who preside over lodges properly in-
structed previousto their appointment, and regularly appris-
ed of the importance of their respective offices, a general re-
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formation would speedily take place, 'This would evince the
propriety of our mode of government, and lead men to ac-
knowledge, that our honours were deservedly conferred.
The ancient consequence of the order would be restored,
and the reputation of the society preserved.

Such conduct alone can support our character. Unless
prudent actions shall distinguish our title to the honours of
masonry, and regular deportment display the influence and
utility of our rules, the world in general will not easily be
led to reconcile our proceedings with the tenets of our pro-
fession.

CHAPTER V.

General Remarks.

Masonry is an art equally useful and extensive. Inevery
art there is a mystery, which requires a gradual progres-
sion of knowledge to arrive at any degree of perfection in
it. Without much instruction, and more exercise, no man
can be skilful in any art: in like manner, without an assidu-
ous application to the various subjects treated of in the dif-
ferent lectures of masonry, no person can be sufficiently
acquainted with its true value.

It must not, however, be inferred from this remark, that
persons who labour under the disadvantages of a confined
education, or whose sphere of life requires a more intense
application to business or study, are to be discouraged in
their endeaypurs to gain a knowledge of masonry.

¢ To qualify an individual to enjoy the benefits of the so-
eiety at large, or to partake of its privileges, it is not abso-
lutely necessary that he should be acquainted with all the
‘intricate parts of the science. These are only intended for
the diligent and assiduous mason, who may have leisure and
opportunity to indulge such pursuits.

Though some are more able than others, some more emi-
nent, some more useful, yet all, in their different spheres,
may prove advantageous to the community. As the nature
of every man’s profession will not admit of that leisure
which is necessary to qualify him to become an expert ma-
son, it is highly proper that the official duties of a lodge
should be executed by persons whose education and situa-
tion in life enable them to become adepts; as it must be al-
Jowed, that all who accept offices, and cxercise authority,
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should be properly qualificd to discharge the task assigned
them, with honour to themselves, and credit to their sundry
stations.

CHAPTER VI.
The Ceremony of Opening and Closing a Lodge.

In all regular assemblies of men, who are convened for
wise and useful purposes, the commencement and conclu-
sion of business are accompanied with some form. Im
every country of the world the practice prevails, and is
deemed essential. From the mest remote periods of am-
tiquity it may be traced, and the refined improvements of
modern times have not totally abolished it.

Ceremonies, when simply considered, it is true, are little
more than visionary delusions; but their effects are some-
times important. When they impress awe, and reverence,
on the mind, and engage the attention, by external attrac-
tion, to solemn rites, they are interesting objects. These
purposes are effected by judicious ceremonies, when regu-
larly conducted and properly arranged. On this ground
they have received the sanction of the wisest men in all ages,
and consequently could not escape the notice of masons.
To begin well, is the most likely means to end well: and
it is judiciously remarked, that when order and method
are neglected at the beginning, they will be seldom found
to take place at the end.

The ceremony of opening and closing a lodge with so-
lemnity and decorum, is therefore universally admitted
among masons; and though the mode in some lodges may
vary, and in every degree must vary, still an uniformity in
the general practice prevails in every lodge; and the varia-
tion (if any) is solely occasioned by a want of method,
which a little application might easily remove.

To conduct this ceremony with propriety ought to be the
peculiar study of every mason: especially of those who have
the honour to rule in our assemblies. 'T'o persons who are
thus dignified, every eye is naturally directed for propriety -
of conduct and behaviour; and from them, other brethren,
who are less informed, will naturally expect to derive an
example worthy of imitation.

From a share in this ceremony no mason can be exempt-
ed. Itis a general concern, in which all must assist. This
s the first request of the master, and the preluic to all
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business, No sooner has it been signified, than every offi-
cer repairs to his station, and the brethren rank according
to their degrees. The intent of the meeting becomes the
sole object of attention, and the mind is insensibly drawn
from those indiscriminate subjects of conversation, which
are apt to intrude on our less serious moments.

This effect accomplished, our care is directed to the ex-
ternal avenues of the lodge, and the proper officers, whose
province it is to discharge that duty, execute their trust
with fidelity; and by certain mystic forms, of no recent
date, intimate that we may safely proceed. 'To detect im-
postors among ourselves, an adherence to order in the
character of masons ensues, and the lodge is either opened
or closed in solemn form.

At opening the lodge, two purposes are wisely effected:
the master is reminded of the dignity of his character, and
the brethren of the homage and veneration due from them
in their sundry stations. These are not the only advantages
resulting from a due observance of this ceremony; a re-
verential awe for the Deity is inculcated, and the eye fixed
on that object, from whose radiant beams light only can be
derived. Here we are taught to adore the God of Heaven, and
to supplicate his protection on our well meant endeavours.
The master assumes his government in due form, and un-
der him his wardens; who accept their trust, after the cus-
tomary salutations. The brethren then, with one accord,
unite in duty and respect, and the ceremony concludes,

At closing the lodge, a similar form takes place. Here
the less important duties of masonry are not passed over
unobserved. The necessary degree of subordination in the
government of a lodge is peculiarly marked, while the pro-
per tribute of gratitude is offered up to the beneficent Au-
thor of life, and his blessing invoked and extended to the
whole fraternity. Each brother faithfully locks up the trea-
surc he has acquired, in his own secret repository; and,
pleased with bis reward, retires to enjoy and disseminate
among the private circle of his brethren, the fruits of his
labour and industry in the lodge. 4

These are the faint outlines of a ceremony which uni-
versally prevails among masons in every country, and dis-
tingpishes all their meetings, It is arranged as a general
section in every degree, and takes the lead in all our jllus-
trations.

s &
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PRAYERS.

The Ancient Prayer, at Making or Opening.

Most holy and glorious Lord God, the great Architect of
the Universe; the giver of all good gifts and graces: Thou
hast promisecd, that where two or three are gathered together
in thy name, thou wilt be in the midst of them. In thy
name we assemble, most humbly beseeching thee to bless us
in all our undertakings, that we may know and serve thee
aright, and that all our actions may tend to thy glory, and
to our advancement in knowledge and virtue.

#And we beseech thee, O Lord God, to bless this our pre-
sent assembling; and grant that this our new Brother may
prove true and faithful. Endue him with a competency of
thy divine wisdom, that he may, with the secrets of frec
masonry, be able to unfold the mysteries of godliness. And
may he and we walk in the light of thy countenance; and
when the trials of our prebationary state are over, be ad-
mitted into the Temple not made with hands, cternal in the
heavéns!—Amen.

AxoTHER.—From the Emblems of a Garden.

O thou who art every where present, but art known only
to those who love thee! to whom nation or kindred arc not
the first ties; for he thatloveth dwelleth in God, and God
inhim. Mankind have felt after thee, every whére! They
who love thee, have found thee! To establish our highest
virtue, we enter here. May living streams give us fertility,
that our green leaves may smilc and be flourishing. In this
garden may we sit under the shadow of our beloved, and
find his fruit swect to our taste, May they who are set for
strength and beauty, be upright, and flourish as the palm,
while they who minister are an hedge about us on evcry side.
May our store be plentiful, thatevery brother may come and
partake of its refreshment. May our fruit be chosen, that
wise men may search it out. In ample growth, may we spread
with comeliness. In blessed order, well arranged, may we
be as the trees of God, full of fruit. May we continue fair
and flourishing. Under our branches may every virtue find
protection, and may the passenger taste the fruit, and find it

® This parngraph is to be omitted, except when a candidate is about to be

initiated.

L
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pleasant. May a goodly spring bring a summer of delight,
and a full autumn render our stores abundant. May health
make us cheerful, and friendship beimmortal. May our vir-

tues unite us, and may we love the name of brethren, because
it blesses us.

4 Prager used at opening a Lodge.

May the favor of Heaven be upon this meeting; and as it

is happily begun, may it be conducted with order, and closed
with harmony'!'—Jdmen.

A General Prayer, in a Lodge.

Great Architect! in whose work all life is employed. The
whole is harmony in thee; each part has its place, and allis
perfect.

Behold us, who form this apartment in thy works, small
indeed in itself, but vast enough for our full employment.
From hence we behold thy magnificent displays of power and
wisdom, and here we enjoy thy goodness. Regard our work,
begun in thy presence, and by thy laws. On the equal basis
of truth let our building stand! "May its entrance be illumi-
nated with hope, and may great and good actions give it glo-
ry! With our master may our labor be sweet, and our
reward sure. May the skilful inspire a laudable ambition,
and each soul be filled with light.

When we extend our hands to a friend, and introduce him
to our joys, let truth guide our lips, and love dwellin our
hearts. May we add merit to our friendship, and a sincere
heart to our pleasures. May the entrance be a sweet recol-
lection to him. May each visit improve his hopes, and en-
large his virtues. May our virtues shine together with

brighter light, and the everlasting glory of God be upon
us.—Amen/’

Occasional Prayer—By the Rev. Brother W. Bentley.
Great light of life! whom all beings love, because they

enjoy thee! we live in the light of thy countenance. We

exist by thy strength, and are harmony in thee. Bless us,
even us, O our father! give us one soul; influence us by the
same zeal; purify us by the same light of truth. In the joy
of this day we praise thee; joy makes our praise sublime.
Bless the brethren, one in name and heart; bless the elect,

17
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who stand near thee to represent thy power; may they pro-
claim also thy wisdom andlove. May the master be glo-
rious and firm, like the arch of Heaven, in which alj
the revolutions of nature arg performed. May the war.
dens be sure as the poles of our globe. May the dea-
cons be constant as the hours. May the treasurer keep
what time cannot corrupt; and the secretary receive what
eternal truth shall approve. May the stewards be faithful,
as the earth in its rich increase; and the tyler be like the
eye of a kind providence, which watches unseen. All in
thee, and each in all. To the great light of life be glory.
Amen.

A Prayer used at closing the Lodge.

May the blessing of Heaven rest upon us, and all regular
masons! may brotherly love prevail, and cvery moral and
social virtue cement us!'—Jdmen.

A CHARGE
dt the opening of a Lodge—{Altered from Preston.]

The ways of science are beautiful. Knowledge is aftain-
ed by degrees. Wisdom dwells with contemplation. There
are we to seek her. Though the passage be difficult, the
farther we proceed the easier it will become.

If we are united, our society must flourish. * Let all things
give place to peace and good fellowship. Uniting in the
grand design, let us be happy in ourselves, and endeavor to
contribute to the happiness of others. Let us promote the
useful arts; and by them mark our superiority and distinc-
tion. Let us cultivate the moral virtues; and improve in
all that is good and amiable. Let the genius of masonry
preside over our conduct; and under its sovercign sway let
us act with becoming dignity. Let our recreations be inno-
cent, and pursued with moderatiou. Never let us expose
our character to derision. Thus shall we act in conformity
to our precepts, and support the name we have always borne,
of being a respectable, a regular, and an uniform socicty.

Or this.

“Behold! how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity!
¢It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran
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down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went down
to the skirts of his garment; -

scAs the dew of Hermon, that descended upon the moun-
tains of Zion; for there the Lord commanded a blessing,
even life for evermote.”

A Charge at the Closing of a Lodge.

. BreTHREN—You are now about to quit this sacred re-
treat of friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world.
Amidst 1ts concerns and employments, forget not the duties
you have heard so frequently inculcated, and forcibly recom-
mended in this Lodge. Be, therefore, diligent, prudent,
temperate, discreet. And remember, also, that around this
altar you have solemnly and repeatedly promised to befriend
and relieve, with unhesitating cordiality, so far as shall be
in your power, every brother who shall need your assistance:
that you have promised to remind him, in the most tender
manner, of his failings, and aid his reformation: to vindi-
cate his character whon wrongfully traduced; and to sug-
gesat in his -behalf the most candid, favorable, and palliating
circumstances, even when his conduct is justly reprehended.
That the world may observe how masons love one another.

And these generous principles are to extend farther. Every
human being has a claim upon your kind offices;” So that
we enjoin it upon you to <:do good unto all,” while we recom-
mend it more ¢“especially to the household of the faithful.”

By diligence in the duties of your respective callings, by
liberal benevolence, and diffusive charity, by constancy aund
fidelity in your friendships, by uniformly just, amiable, and
virtuous deportment, discover the beneficial and happy effects
of this ancient and honorable institution.

Let it not be supposed that you have here sslaboured in
vain, and spent your strength for nought; for your work is
with the Lord, and your .recompence with your God.”

“Finally, brethren, be ye all of one mind, live in peace; and
may the God of love and peace delight to dwell with and to
bless you!?

CHAPTER VII.

Prerequisites for a Candidate.

By a late regulation, adopted by miost of the grand
lodges in America, no candidate for the mysteries of na.
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sonry cap be, inftiated without having been proposed at a
previgituf T‘mg of the lodge; in order that no one may be
intrgdaiced, without due inquiry relative to his character and
qualifications.

All applications for initiation should be made by petition
in writing, signed by the applicant, giving an account of
his age, quality, occupation and place of residence, and
that he is desirous of being admitted a member of the fra-
ternity, which petition should be kept on file by the secre-

FORM OF A PETITION,

To be presgited by a Candidate for Initiation.

«To the worshipful master, wardens and brethren of
~—— lodge of free and accepted masons. '

«The petition of the subscriber respectfully sheweth,
that, having long entertained a favorable opinion of your
ancient institution, he is desirous of being admitted a mem-
ber thereof, if found worthy.

«His place of residence is ——, his age —— years; his
occupation —. .

Recommended by
[Signed] A. B.”

After this petition is read, the candidate must be pro-
posed in form, by a member of the lodge, and the proposi-
+ tion seconded by another member; a committee is then ap-
pointed to make inquiry relative to his character and quali-
fications.

Declaration to be assented to by a Candidate, previous to in~
itiation,

<Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, that, un-
biassed by friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary motives,
you freely and voluntarily offer yeurself a candidate for the
mysteries of masonry?”’ I do.

s¢Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, that you
are prompted to solicit the privileges of masonry by a fa-
vorable opinion conceived of the institution, a desire of
knowledge, and a sincere wish of being serviceable to your
fellow creatures?” I do.

ssDo you seriously declare, upon your honor, that yon
will conform to all the ancient established usages and cus-
toms of the fraternity?” I do.

If there remain no objections, the candidate is introduc-
ed in due form,
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Prayer at the Initiation of a Candidate.
By Br. John Hargrove, G. Chaplain of the G. L. of Maryland.

0! Thou, by whose Omnipotent fiat the fair fabric of the
Universe rose into existence, and is still upheld! Thou
greatest, and best of beings! ~

From the centre of thine own essential and uncreated glory
where thou coverest thyself with light unapproachable by

" mortals, we beseech thee to behold, in mercy, a few of thy
unworthy creatures, assembled here at this time to promote
and to extend the heavenly principles of benevolence, friend-
ship and harmony amongst mmankind, through the mystic me-
dium of masonry; and O! Lorb, let the light of thy counte- -
nance shine in among us; and particularly upon thy servant,
now bowed before thee, and on his way to thy temple. Do
thou graciously enlighten his darkness; annoint his eycs

- with the eye-salve of true wisdom, that he may see;—clothe
his nakedness with the garments of true righteousness; and
enrich his poverty with the celestial gold of thy kingdom.

And though he may mect with various perils, on his way
the portals of our mystic building, suffer not his courage
to forsake him, nor his timidity to prompt him to draw back,
until he becomes more than a conqueror over all that may
oppose him. So shall he be enabled, in due time, to pass

‘on, towards higher attainments, until he be raised, and ex-
alted to the highest honors of thy faithful and perfect scr-
vants; and enabled to enter within the <vails, into the most
secret chambers of thy holy temple. We thercfore now
commend him to thy divine providence and protection, be.
seeching thee to make him, in duc time, a master in Isracl;
and to thy holy name, the glory, honor and praise shall
be ascribed, now, and for evermore.—dmen.

sdnother. .

Thou Supreme Author of peace and lover of concord—
bless us in the exercise of those kind and social affections
thou hast given us. May we cherish and display them as
our honor and our joy. May this, our friend, who is now
to become our brother, devote his life to thy service, and
consider aright the true principles of his engagements,
May he be endowed with wisdom to direct him in all his
ways; strength to support him in all his difficultics; and
beauty to adorn his moral conduct. And may we jointly
and individually walk within compass, and square our ac-
tions by the dictates of conscience and virtue, and the ex-
ample of the wise and good.—dmen,
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JAnother.

0 God, the author of every good and perfect gift; we,
thy servants, approach thy Divine Majesty with the most
exalted ideas of thy character, and the highest reverence
for thy perfections; with gratitude for thy goodness, and
submission to thine authority.

We beseech thee to bless us: give our brother the spirit
of wisdom to avoid the evil and choose the good; the spirit
of meckness and forbearance, of brotherly love and charity;
and grant that we may not abuse our freedom; but in all
our thoughts, words, and actions, so live within the compass
of thy commands, as to secure thy love.—JAmen.

JAnother.

«Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the Universe,
to this our present convention; and grant that this candidate
for masonry may dedicate and devote his life to thy service,
and become a true and faithful brother among us! Endue
him with a competency of thy divine wisdom, that, by the
secrets of our art, he may be better enabled to display the
beauties of virtuousness, to the honor of thy name!—
Amen.”

Another.—Composed for the use of the Morning Star Lodge.

Great Architect in Heaven! Maker and Ruler of Worlds
uunumbered! deign, from thy Celestial T'emple, to look down
on us, the work of thine hands. As we are now about to
enlighten a fellow mortal in masonry, wilt thou enlighten us
in the knowledge of divine truths. Enable us to live within
the compass of thy commands, and to square our actions to
thy divine will; and bless us, even us, Father Almighty!?
Thou hast planted reason in the human heart; may it ex-
pand, until it reaches the footstool of thy threne; and when
our spirits shall be called to part from this Lodge of Clay,
may we then be permitted to join the all-perfect Lodge in
Heaven, there to receive never ending refreshment, in the
regions of bliss and immortality.—Amen!-—So mote it be!—
Amen! : )
Another,

Grand Architect! Behold us aspiring towards thee. Thy
works fill us with rapture. Heaven’s gates stand open to
welcome thy sonsto glory!

Behold our friend, and soon to be our brother! entering
upon the threshold, which is before this apartment in thy

-
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works., May love burst the silence around him, and salute
him welcome atthe firststep. May joy triumph in his heart,
and friendship guide him as he ascends. May his coun-
tenance be cheered by the light, and confidence increase as
he passes on. May he behold the emblems of his labor, and
his heart reply in ready obedience. May the cheerfulness
inspired by the dawning light, attend him through the day:
And when a long day is complete, may he find his lot with
the faithful, in the immortal glory of the Temple, which is
pure with the light of God, and eternal in the Heavens!

Another.—Drawn from the Emblems of Light.

O thou, whose temple we arc! On the mountain of thy
truth, let our sublime edifice display its glory. Let the eye
of the master meet the son of light as he enters. Let the
greater lights, by the help of the less, illuminate the whole
scene of his duty and of his pleasure. Behold us with thy
brightness, at this hour, lcading a young son into thy temple.
Like the temple, let him be beautcous without, and all-glo-
rious within, Let his soul be capacious as thy truth, and
his affections pure as the screne heavens, when the silent
moon gives herlight. Let him obey as the sun, who labors
until perfect day, with increasing strength; and let all the
purposes of his heart be as the stars which tell of worlds
unknown, and are notices of boundless benevolence. Let
him move like the heavenly orbs in harmony; and should he
stretch across the Universe, may he disturb no soul in his
course. Within this temple may he be sacred as the altar,
sweet as the incensc, and pare as the most holy place.
Among thy ministering servants, may he be ready as an
angel of God, and faithful as a beloved son. And when his
service is finished, may his memory be celebrated by love, on
the durable monuments of eternity; and his reward; in the
silent solemn joy of Heaven, be sure from the hand of God,
the grand master of us all.

A selection from the following passages of Holy Writ, are in
some Lodges very appropriately read at this time, by the
W, JMaster, or by some Brother by him appointed:

«T will bring the blind by a way they know not; I will
lead them in paths that they have not known; I will make
the darkness light before them; and crooked things straight:
These things will I do unto them, and will not forsake them.
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Let not mercy and truth forsake thee; bind them about
thy neck; write them upon the tablet of thine heart.

So shalt thou find favor and good undcrstanding in the
sight of God and man.

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not to
thine own understanding.

In all thy ways, acknowledge him, and he shall.direct thy

aths.

P Be not wise in thine own eyes; fear the Lord and depart
from evil.

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that
getteth understanding.

Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left band
riches and honor.

Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are

ace.
peThc Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth; by under-
standing hath he established the heavens.

By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds
drop down the dew.

My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound
wisdom and discretion.

So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck.

Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall
not stumble.

For the Lord shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy
foot from being taken.

Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither de-
cline from the words of my mouth.

Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her,
and she shall keep thee.

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and
with all thy getting, get understanding.

Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring
thee to honor, when thou dost embrace her.

She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a
crown of glory shall she deliver to thee.

When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened: and
when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble.

Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be estab-
lished.

T'urn not to the right hand, nor to the left; remove thy
foot from evil.

For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that
may be desired, are not to be compared to it.

- "
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I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of
witty inventions.

Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her
seven pillars.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the
knowledge of the holy is understanding.

A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful
spirit concealeth the matter.

My son, gather instruction from thy youth up; so shalt
thou find wisdom till thine old age.

For there is a golden ornament upon her; and her bands
are purple lace.

Thou shalt put her on as a robe of honor: and shall put
her about thee as acrown of joy.

Be not faint hearted when thou makest thy prayer; and
neglect not to give alms.

And stretch thine hand unto the poor, that thy blessing
may be perfected.

Be not slow to visit the sick: for that shall make thee to
be beloved.

He that giveth his mind to the law of the Most High, and
is occupied in the meditation thercof, will seek out the
wisdom of all the ancients, and be occupied in prophecies.

He will keep the sayings of the renowned men: and where
subtile parables are, he will be there also.

He will seek out the secrets of grave sentences, and be
conversant in dark parables.

He shall serve among great men, and appear before princes:
he will travel through strange countries, for he hath tried the
good and the evil among men.

He shall direct his counsel, and knowledge; and in his se-
crets shall he meditate.

He shall shew forth that which he hath learned, and shall
glory in the law of the covenant of the Lord.

Many shall commend his understanding, and so long as
the world endureth, it shall not be blotted out; his memorial
shall not depart away, and his name shall live from genera-
tion to generation.

Nations shall shew forth his wisdom; and the congregation
shall declare his praise.

If he die, he shall leave a greater name than a thousaud
and if he live, he shall increase it.

18
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GENESIS, CHAP, I. VER. 1, 2, 8.
In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth.
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness
1was on the face of the deep. And the spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters.
And God said, let there be light: and there was light.

«When the world was under the hands of her great Archi-
tect, she remained dark, and without form; but the divine
fiat was no sooner pronounced, than behold there was light;#
creation was delivered from the darkness, and the sun shot
forth instantaneous rays over the face of the earth—he gave
that great constellation to the espousal of nature, and vege-
tation sprang from the embrace; the moon yielded her in-
fluence to the waters, and attraction begat the tides.”

® «“Bilence, ye troubled waves, and thou deep peace,
Said then th’ omnific word, your discord end;

Nor stay’d, but on the wings of cherubim
Uplifted, in paternal glory rode

Far into chaos heard his voice; him all bis train
Follow’d in bright procession, to behold
Creation and the wonders of his might.

Then stay’d the fervent wheels, and in his hand
He took the golden compasees, prepared

In God’s eternal store, to circumscribe

‘This universe and all created things:

One foot he center’d and the other turn’d
Round thro’ the vast profundity obscure

And said, thus far extend, thus far thy bounds,
This be thy just circumference, O worid.

“Let there be Lght, said God, and forthwith light
Ethergal, first of things, quintessence pure
Sprung from the deep, and from her native east
To journey through the aery gloom began,
Spher’d in a radiant cloud, for yet the Sun
‘Was not; she in a cloudy tabernacle
Sojourn’d the while.

--“Thus was the first day ev’n and morn;
Nor past uncelebrated nor unsung
By the celestial choirs, when orient &ghe,
Exhaling first from darkness, they beheld
Birth-day of heaven and earth; with joy and shout
The hallow universal orb they fill’d,
And touch’d their golden harps, and hymning prais’d
God and his works, Creator, him they sung.
HMilton’s Par. Lost.
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[Among the primitive christians, part of the following
chapter* was not unfrequently read in their lodges. Con-
taining, as it does, the history of anotable miracle, which
nothing less than the finger of a God could accomplish,
beautifully descriptive, and sublimely simple-—1I have thought
no apology necessary for introducing it. It may be used
at discretion, ]

8T. JOHN, CHAPTER IX.

JAnd as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind
Jrom his birth.

JAnd his disciples asked him, saying, Muster, Who did sin,
this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?

Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his pa-
chts: but that the works of God should be made manifest in

im. _ '

I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day:
ihe night cometh when ne man can work,

As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.

‘When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and
made clay of the spittle, and he annointed the eyes of the
blind man with the clay;

And said unto him, Go wash in the pool of Siloam,
which is, by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way, there-
ore, and washed, and came seeing,

"The neighbors, therefore, and they which before had scen

him that was blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged?

Bome sald, This is he: others said, He is like him: but
he said, I am he.

Therefore, said they unto him, How were thine cycs
opened?

He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus madé
clay, and annointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the
pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I re-
ceived sight.

Then said they unto him, Where is he? Hesaid, I know not.

'They brought to the Pharisees him that aforctime was
blind.

And it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay,
and opened his eyes.

"T'hen again the Pharisces also asked him how he had re.
ceived his sight. He said unto them, He put clay upon
mine eyes, and I washed, and do sce.

* Recorded by one of our tutclar saints.
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Therefore, said some of the Pharisees, 'This man is not of
God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said,
How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles? And
there was a division among them.

They say unlo the blind man again, What sayest thou of
him, that he hath opered thine eyes? He said, He 18 a prophet.

But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had
been blind, and received his sight. until they called the
parents of him that had received his sight. .

Jnd they asked them saying, Is this your son, who ge say
was born blind? How then doth he now see?

His parents answered them and said, We know that this
i8 our son, and that he was born blind: .

But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who
hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he
shall speak for himself.

The-e words spake his parents, because they feared the
Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man
did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the
synagogue.

Therefore, said his parents, He is of age: ask him.

Then again called they the man that was blind, and said
unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man is @
sinner. :

He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or mo, I
know not : one thing I know, that, whereas Iwas blind, now
I see.

Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? How
opened he thine eyes?

He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did
not hear: Wherefore would ye hear it again? Will ye also be
his disciples.

Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple;
but we are Moscs’s disciples.

We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow,
we know not from whence he is.

The man answered and said unto them, Why hercinis a
marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and
yet he hath opened mine eyes.

Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but il any man
be a worshipper of God, and doeth Lis will, him he heareth.

Since the world began was it not heard, that any man
opencd the cyes of one that was born blind.

If this man was not of God, he copld do nothing.

e
a
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"They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether
born in sins, and Dost thou teach us? And they cast him out,

Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had
found him, he said unto him, Dost thou belicve on the Son
of God?

He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that [ might be-
lieve on him?

And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen hiin, and
it is he that talketh with thee. . \

And he said, Lord, I believe. Aud he worshipped him.

CHARITY,

The distinguishing characteristic of Masons.

I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty,
and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:
Naked, and ye clothed me; I was in prison, and ye came
unto me.
- Inasmuch as ye have done it'unto onc of the least of these
my brethren, &c. [First Great L:ght.]

CuarrTy is the chief of every social virtue, and the dis-
tinguishing characteristic of masons. 'This virtue includes
a’ supreme degree of love to the great Creator and Governor
of the universe, and an unlimited affection to the beings of
his creation, of all chafacters, and of every denomination,
'This last duty is forcibly inculcated by the example of the
Deity himself; who liberally dispenses his beneficence to un-
numbered worlds.

It is not particularly our province to enter into a disqui-
sition of every branch of this amiable virtue; we shall only
briefly state the happy effects of a benevolent disposition to-
wards mankind, and shew that charity, exerted on proper
objects, is the greatest pleasure man can possibly enjoy.

The bounds of the greatest nation, or the most extensive -
empire, cannotcircumscribe the generosity of a liberal mind.
Men, in whatever situation they are placed, are still, in a
great measure, the same. They arc exposed to similar
dangers and misfortunes. They have not wisdom to fore-
see, or power to prevent the evils incident to human nature,
They hang, as it were, in a perpetual suspense hetwecn
hope and fear, sickness and health, plenty and want. A
mutual chain of dependence subsists throughout the animal
creation. The whole human species arc therefore proper
ohjects for the cxercise of charity.,
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{77 Beings who partake of one common nature, ought to
be actuated by the same motives and interests. Hence, to
soothe the unhappy, by sympathizing with their misfortunes,
and to restore peace and tranquillity to agitated spirits,
constitute the general and great ends of the masonic insti-
tution. ‘T'his humane, this generous disposition, fires the
breast with manly feelings, and enlivens that spirit of com-
passion, which is the glory of the human frame, and which
not only rivals, but outshines, every other pleasure the mind
is capable of enjoying.

All human passions, when directed by the superior prin-
ciple of rcason, promote some useful purpose; but compas-
sion towards proper objects, is the most beneficial of all
the affections, and excites the most lasting degrees of hap-
piness; as it extends to greater numbers, and tends to alle-
viate the infirmitics and evils which are incident to bhuman
existence.

Possessed of this amiable, this god-like disposition, ma-
sons are shocked at miscery, under cvery form and appear-
ance. When we behold an object pining under the miseries
of a distressed body or mind, the healing accents which
flow from the tongue, mitigate the pain of the unhappy suf-
ferer, and make even adversity, in its dismal state, look
gay. When our pity is excited, we assuage grief, and cheer-
fully relieve distress. If a brother be in want, every heart
is moved; when heis hungry, we feed him; when he is naked,
we clothe him; when he is in trouble, we fly to his relief.
Thus we confirm the propriety of the title we bear, and con-
vince the world at large, that brother, among masons, is some-
thing more than a name.

T'he most inveterate enemies of masonry must acknowledge
that no society is more remarkable for the practice of char-
ity, or any association of men more famed for disinterested
liberality. It cannot be said that masons indulge in con-
vivial mirth, while the poor and the needy pine for relief.
Our charitable establishinents, and quarterly contributions,
exclusive of private subscriptions to relieve distress, prove
that we are ever ready, with cheerfulness, in proportion te
our circumstances, to contribute in alleviating the misfortunes
of our fellow-citizens. Considering, however, the variety
of objecis, whose distress the dictates of nature, as well as
the ties of masonry, incline us to relieve, we find it neces-
savy sometimes to inquire into the cause of misfortunes; lest
a misconceived tenderness of disposition, or an impolitic
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generosity of heart, might prevent us from making a proper
distinction in the choice of objects. Though our ears are
always open to the distresses of the deserving poor, yet our
charity is not to be dispensed with a profuse liberality on
impostors. T'he parents of a wumerous offspring, who,
through age, sickness, infirmity, orany unforeseen accident
in life, are reduced to want, particulavly claim our attention,
and seldom fail to experience the happy effects of our friendly
association. T'o such objects, whose situation is more easy
to be conceived than expressed, we are induced liberally to
extend our bounty., Hence we give convincing proofs of
wisdom and discernment; for, though our benevolence, like
our laws, be unlimited, yet our hearts glow principally with
affection toward the deserving part of mankind.

From this view of the advantages which result from the
practice and profession of masonry, every candid and inipar-
tial mind must acknowledge its utility and importance to
the state; and surely, if the picture here drawn be just, it
must be no trifling acquisition to any government, to have
under its jurisdiction, a society of men, who are not only
true patriots, and loyal subjects, but the patrons of science,
and the friends of mankind.

CHAPTER VIIL

Remarks on the first Lecture.

We shall now enter on a disquisition of the different sec-
tions of the lectures appropriated to the several degrees of
masonry, giving a brief summary of the whole, and annex- *
ing to every remark the particulars to which the section al-
ludes. By these means, the industrious inason will be in-
structed in the regular arrangement of the sections in each
lecture, and be enabled, with more case, to acquire a know-
ledge of the art. :

T'he first lecture of masonry is divided into three sections,
and each section into different clauses. Virtue is painted
in the most beautiful colours, and the duties of morality
are enforced. In it we are taught such useful lessons as pre-
pare the mind for a regular advancement in the principles of
knowledge and philosophy. These are imprinted on the
memory, by lively and sensible images, to influence our con-
duct in the proper discharge of the duties of social life.
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The first Section.

The first section in this lecture is suited to all capacities,
and may and ought to be known by every person who ranks
as a mason. 1t consists of genecral heads, which, though
short and simple, carry weight with them. They not only
serve as marks of distinction, but communicate useful and
interesting knowledge, when they are duly investigated.
They qualify us to try and examine the rights of others te
our privileges, while they prove ourselves; and, as they in-
duce us to inquire more minutely into other particulars of
greater importance, they serve as an introduction to sub-
Jects more amply explained in the following sections:

The second Section.

The second section ralionally accounts for the origin of
our hieroglyphical instruction, and counvinces us of the ad-
vantages which will ever accompany a faithful observance of
our duty : it maintains, beyond the power of contradiction,
the propriety of our rites, while it demonstrates to the most
sceptical and hesitating mind, their excellency and utility;
it illustrates, at the same time, certain particulars, of which
our ignorance might lead us into error, and which, as ma-
sons, we are indispensably bound to know.

To make a daily progress in the art, is our constant duty,
and expressly required by our general laws. What end can
be more noble, than the pursuit of virtue? what motive
more alluring, than the practice of justice? or what in-
struction more beneficial, than an accurate elucidation of
symbolical mysteries, which tend to embellish and adorn the
mind? Every thing that strikes the eye, more immediately
engages the attention, and imprints on the memory serious
and solemn truths; hence masagns, universally adopting this
method of inculcating the tenets of their order, by typical
figures, and allegorical emblems, prevent their mysteries
from descending into the familiar reach of inattentive and
unprepared novices, from whom they might not receive due
veneration.

Qur records inform us, that the usages and customs of
masons have ever corresponded with those of the Egyptian
philosophers, to which they bear a near aflinity. Unwilling
to expose their mysteries to vulgar eyes, they concealed their
particular tenets, and principles of polity, under hieroglyph-
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ical figures; and expressed their notions of government by
signs and symbols, which they communicated to their Magi
alone, who were bound by oath not to reveal them. The
Pythagorean system seems to have been established on a
similar plan, and many orders of a more recent date. Ma-
sonry, however, is not only the most ancient, but the most
moral institution that ever subsisted; every character, fig-
ure and emblem, depicted in a lodge, has a moral tendency,
and inculcates the practice of virtue. .

Every lodge is furnished with the Holy Bible,* the Square,t
and the Compass; the bible points out the path that lcads to

® As more immediate guides for a free-mason, the lodge is furnished with
unerring rules, whereby he shall form his conduct. The book of the law is
laid before him, that he may not say, through ignorance he erred; whatever
the great Architect of the world hath dictated to mankind, as the mode in
which he would be served, and the path in which to tread is to obtain his ap-

robation; whatever precepts he hath administered, and with whatever laws

e hath inspired the sages of'old, the same are fuithfully comprized in the
book of the law of masonry. 'T'hat book, which is never closed in anv lodge,
reveals the duties which the great master of all exacts from us; open to every
eye, comprehensible to every mind; then who shall say among us that he
knoweth not the acceptable service?

But as the frailty of human nature wageth war with truth, and man’s infir-
mities struggle with his virtues; to aid the conduct of every mason, the mas-
ter holdeth the compass, limiting the distance, progress, and circumference
of the work: he dictateth the manvers, he giveth the direction of the design,
and delineateth each portion and part of the labour; assigning to each his
province and his order. And such is his mastership, that each part, when
asunder, seemeth irvegular, and without form; yet when put together, like
the building of the temple at Jerusalem, is connected and framed in true sym-
metry, beauty and order.

The moral implication of whigh, is, that the master in his lodge, sits dic-
tating those salutary laws, for the regulation thereof, as his prudence directs;
assigning toeach brother his proper province; limiting the rashness of some,
and circumscribing the imprudence of others; restraining all licentiousness
and drunkenness, discord and malice, envy and reproach: and promoting
brotherly love, morality, charity, benevolence, cordiality, and innocent mirth,
that the assembly of the brethren may be with order, hurmony, and love.

1 To try the works of every mason, the square is precented, as the proba-
tion of his life—proving, whether his manners are regular and uniform; for
masons should be of one principle and one rauk, without the distinctions of
pride and pageantry: intimating, that from high to low, the minds of masons
;hould be inclined to good works, above which no man stands exalted by his

ortune.

But superior to all, the lodge is furnished with three luminaries: as the
ﬁlden candlestick in the tabernacle of Moses, was at once emblematical of

e spirit of God, whereby his chosen people were enlightened, and prophet-
ical of the churches; or otherwise, as Jusephus says, representative of the
planets and the powerful works of God: so our three lights shew to us the
three great stages of masonry, the knowledge and worship of the God of na-
ture in the purity of Eden—the scrvice under the Mosaic law, whon divested
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happiness, and is dedicated to God; the square teaches to
regulate our conduct by the principles of morality and vir-
tue, and is dedicated to the master; the compass teaches us
to limit our desires in every station, and is dedicated to the
Crajt.

he bible is dedicated to the service of God, because it
is the inestimable gift of God to man; the square to the mas-
ter, because being the proper masonic emblem of his office,
it is constantly to remind him of the duty he owes to the
lodge over which he is appointed to preside; and the com-
pass to the craft, because, by a due attention to its use, they
are taught to regulate their desires, and keep their passions
within due bounds.

of idolatry—and the christian revelation; or otherwise, our lights are typi-
. €al of the boly Trinity. . .

Such is part of the furniture of the lodge; such are the principles dictated
10 us as masons; let us rejoice in the exercise of those excellencies, which
should set us above the rank of other men; and prove that we are brought
out of darkness into light.—And let us shew our good works unto the world,
that through our light so shining unto men, they may glorify the great master
of the [Tniverse; and therefore “do justice—love mercy—and walk humbly
with their God.”

‘The particular attention paid by the ancients to the element of fire is in
no wise to be wondered at, when we consider, that whenever the Deity deign-
ed to reveal himself to the human senses, it was under this element.

Exodus xiii.21. “And the Lerd went before them by day in a pillar of acloud,
to lead them the way: and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light; to
go by day and night.”

Chap. xix. 16, *There were thunders and &ghtnings, and a thick cloud up-
on the mount.”

Ver. 18. “And Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the Lozn
descended upon it in fire”

Chap. xxiv. 17. “And the sight of the glory of the Lord was like devour-
ing fire on the top of the mount, in the eyes of the children of Israel.”

Chap. xxix. 43. “And there [ will meet with the children of Israel, and the

- tabernacle shall be sanctified by my glory.”

Deuteronomy v, 4. “The Lord talked with you face to face in the mount,
out of the midst of the fire.”’

Ver. 22. “These words the Lord spake untoall your assembly in the mount
out of the midst of the fire.” .

Ver. 23. “For the mountain did burn with fre””

To these may be added the shachina in the temple.

1t would, from a kind of parity in circumstances, naturally follow, that men
would look up to the Sun, as the throne of the Divinity, from whence his min-
istring spirits dispensed his will to the distant quarters of the universe.—
Fire became the ieneral emblem of the Divinity in the eastern nations—was in
great esteem with the Chaldeans and Persians. The Persians used conse-
crated fire as the emblem of the Supreme Being; to whom they would not
build temples, or confine the divinity to space. The etherial fire was pre-
served in the temple of the Jews, and in the tabernacle, with great reverence.
The druid priests, in theis-worship, looked towards the Sun;—they retained
many of the Ammonian rites—they are said to have made mystical proces-
sions round their consecrated fires sunwise, before they p! to sacrifice.
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The ornamentul parts of a lodge, displayed in this section,
are, the Mosaic pavement,* the indented tessel, and the blax-
ing star. 'The Mosaic pavement is a representation of the
ground floor of king Solomon’s temple; the indented tessel,
that beautiful tesselated horder, or skirting, which surround-
ed it; and the blaxing star, in the centre, is commemorative
of the star which appeared, to guide the wise men of the east.
to the place of our Saviour’s nativity. The Mosaic pave-
ment is emblematical of human life, checkered with good
and evil; the beautjful border which surrounds it, those bless-
ings and comforts which surround us, and which we hope
to obtain by a faithful reliance on Divine Providence, w '
is hieroglyphically represented by the blazing star i
centre. , .

The moveable and immoveable jewels also claim our a
tion in this section.

The rough ashler is a stone as taken from the quarry in
its rude and natural state. The perfect ashler is a stone
made ready by the hands of the workman to be adjusted by
the tools of the fellow craft. The trestle-board is for the
master workman to draw his designs upon.

By the rough ashicr, we are reminded of our rude and im-
perfect state by nature; by the perfect ashler that state of
perfection at which we hope to arrive, by a virtuous edu-
cation, our own endeavours, and the blessing of God; and
by the trestle-board, we are reminded, that as the operative
workman erects his temporal building agreeably to the rules
and designs laid down by the master on his trestle-board;
so shall we, both operative and speculative, endeavour
to erect our spiritual building agreeably to the rules and
designs laid down by the Supreme Architect of the Uni-
verse, in the book of life, which is our spiritual trestle-bvard.

® As the steps of man are trod in the various and uncertain incidents of life;
as our days are cbccquered with a strange contrariety of events, and our pas-
sage through this existence, though sometimes attended with prosperous cir-
cumstances, is often beset by a multitude of evils; hence is the lodge furnish.
ed with Mosaic work, to remind us of the precariousness of our state on earth;
to-day our feet tread in prosperity, to-morrow we totter on the uneven paths
of weakness, temptation, u:r:ndversity.—wmlst this emblem is before us, we
are instructed to boast of notbing; to have compassion, and give ajd to those
who are in adversity; to walk uprightly, and with humility; for such .is this
eXistence, that there is no station In which pride can be stably founded—al}
en in birth and in the grave are or: a level. Whilst we tread on this Mosaic
work, let our ideas returnto the original which it copies; and let every ma.
son act as the dictates of reason prompt him, to live in brotherly love,
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By a recurrence to the chapter upon the dedication of
lodges, it will be perceived, that although our ancient
brethren dedicated their lodges to king Solomon, yet masons
professing christianity, dedicate their’s to St. John the
Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist, who were eminent
patrons of masonry; and since their time there is re-
presented in every regular and well governed lodge, a cer-
tain point within a circle; the point representing an in-
dividual brother, the eircle representing the boundary line
of his duty to God and man, beyond which he is never
to suffer his passions, prejudices or interest to betray
him, on any occasion. 'This circle is embordered by two
perpendicular, parallel lines, representing St. John the
Baptist and St. John the Evangelist; who were perfect par-

4 allels, in christianity, as well as masonry; and upon the ver-
t% rests the book of holy Scriptures, which points out the
whole duty of man. In going round this circle, we necessa-
rily touch upon these two lines, as well as upon the holy
Scriptures; and while a mason keeps himself thus circum-
scribed, it is impossible that he should materially err.

The foregoing explanation, is not the least considerable in
importance; it scrves in some degree to elucidate those which
follow, and enforces, in the most engaging manner, a proper
regard to character and behaviour, in public as well as in
private life; in the lodge, as well as in the general commerce
of society. It forcibly inculcates the most instructive les-
sons. Brotherly love, relicf, and truth, are themes on which
we here expatiate.

The following Masonic Precepts should, in this place, be stren-
uously inculcated on the mind of the noviciate.

The first homage thou owest is to the Deity. Adore the
Being of all beings, of whom thy heart is full; although thy
confined intellects can wmeither conceive nor describe God.

Look down with pity upon the deplorable madness of
those who turn their eyes from the light, and wander about
in the darkuess of accidental events.

Deeply sensible of the parental benefactions of God, and
with a heart full of gratitude, reject, with contempt, those
shallow inferences, that prove nothing, but how much hu-
man rcasen degrades itself, when it wanders from its origi-
pal source.
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Dalcho’s ‘Exposition of the Fmplements.

As the various tools and instruments, which we use in the
Todge, are all emblematical of the conduct which free-ma-
sons should pursue in their intercourse with society, I shall,
therefore, cndeavour to explain to you such of them as we
most frequently use.

In a lodge of masonry, the first object which deserves at-
tention, is the Mosaic floor upon which we tread. It is in-
tended to convey to our minds, the vicissitudes of human
affairs, checkered with a strange contrariety of events. To-
day, clevated with the smiles of prosperity, to-morrow de-
pressed by the frowns of misfortune. The precariousness
of our situation, in this world, should teach us humility, to
walk uprightly and firmly upon the broad basis of virtue
and religion, and to give assistance to our unfortunate fel-
low creatures who are in distress; lest on some capricious
turn of fortune’s wheel, we may become dependants on those
who before, looked up to us as their benefactors.

The two emblematical pillars, erected in front of the porch
of the temple, independant of the beauty which they added
to the building, conveyed to the minds of those who entered,
a knowledge of the attributes of that Being to whom it was
dedicated. The literal translation of the name of the left
pillar, is, ¢in thee is strength;” and that of the right, «it
shall be established,” which, as a learned author obsecrves,
may very naturally be transposed in this manner—¢0 Lord,
thou art mighty, and thy power is established from ever-
asting to everlasting.” The name of one of the pillars, as
relating to a person, may give adifferent translation, which
may be pointed out on some other occasion.

The next object which demands attention, is the holy bible,
with the square and compasses thereon. As these instru-
ments remind us to keep our actions within the bounds of
propriety, and to square them with all mankind, the sacred
volume on which they lie, contains the unerring guide for
our conduct through life, as it relates to our worship of the
Supreme Master of the world, and our conduct to each other.
For these reasons, the book of the divine law is never closed
in our lodges: «it is is open to every eye, and comprehensi-
ble to every mind.”

The letter G.* whiclrornaments the master’s lodge, isnot
ouly expressive of the name of the Grand Architict of the

*® Robinson, in his proofs of a conspiracy, says “G. is grace; the flaming
star s the torch of rcason, Those who possess this knowledge are indewd
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universe, but, also, denotes the science of geometry, so me-
cessary to artists. But the adoption of it, by free-masons,
implies no more than their respect for those inventions whick
demonstrate to the world, the power, the wisdom, and benefi-
cence of the Almighty Builder in the works of the creation.

The blazing star is the emblem of prudence, which is one
of the emanations of the Deity, agrecably to the system of
Basilides.* 1t points out to free-masons the path which leads
to happiness, and is the sure source of self-approbation. It
cnlightens us through the dark and rugged paths of life, and
enables us to shun the many obstacles which would impede
our progress and imbitter our journey with pain.

The three great luminaries allude to the three masonic de-
grees, and at thesame time are emblematical of that efful-
gence which should illuminate the mind of a free-mason,
and which he can alone receive from a perfect understand-
ing of the principles of the order. The white apron and
gloves are also emblematical. They are not worn merely
as insignia of the order, but as badges of that innate inno-
cence, and purity of soul, which free-masons should always
possess; and, in this peint of view, they are more honora-
ble distinctions than any order of knighthood which can
be couferred. Onbeing invested with these badges of inno-
cence and humility, a free-mason should firmly resolve to
support that purity and integrity of heart, of which he out-
wardly wears the emblems.

The rule, the plumbline, the square, and the compasses,}
are emblematical of the conduct we should pursue in socie-
ty.—To observe punctuality in all our engagements, faith-
fully and religiously to discharge those important obli-
gations, which we owe to God, and our neighbour; to be
upright in all our dealings; to hold the scale of jus.
tice in equal poise; te square our actions by the uner-
ring rule of God’s sacred word; to keep within compass
and bounds with all mankind, particularly with a brother;

illuminati.” When prejudice warps the mind, and reason is sacrificed to
establish a favorite theory, we need not be surprised to find truth prostrated
to fiction, and the production offered to the world as the result of sound re-
flection, and the combination of just principles,

* This system he called Abrax, which is a mystical term given by him to
the Supreme Being, from whom emanated 365 powers and intelligences; con.
stituting virtue, prudence, temperance, fortitude, justice, truth, charity,
honesty, meekness, &c. &c.

1 Agreeably to the mode practised in most lodges, what follows is mare
purticularly adapted to the work of the second or fellow craft’s degree.
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to govern our expenses by our incomes; to curb .our sen-
sual appetites; to keep within bounds those unruly pas-
sions which oftentimes, interfere with the enjoyments of
society, and degrade both the man and the free-mason;
to recal to our minds, that in the great scale of exis-
tente, the whole family of mankind are upon a level with
each other, and that the only question of preference among
free-masons should be, who is most wise, who is most good?
For the time will come, and none of us know how soon,
when death, the great leveller of all human greatness, will
rob us of our distinctions and bring us to a level with the
dust.

The third Section.

The third section explains the nature and principles of
our constitution, and teaches us to discharge, with propriety,
the duties of our respective stations. Here, too, we receive
instruction relative to the form, supports, covering, furni-
ture, ornaments, lights and jewels of a lodge, how it should
be situated, and to whom dedicated. A proper dttention is
also paid to our ancient and venerable patrons,

From cast to west, free-masonry extends, and between
the north and south, in every clime and nation, arc masons
to be found.

Our institution is said to be supported by wisdom, strengtk,
and beauty; because it is necessary that there should be
wisdom to contrive, strength to support, and beanty to adorn,
all great and important undertakings. Its dimensions are
unlimited, and its covering no less than the canopy of hea-
ven. To this object the mason’s mind is continually direct-
ed, and thither he hopes at last to arrive, by the aid of the
theological ladder, which Jacob, in his vision, saw ascending
from earth to heaven; the three principal rounds of which are
denominated fuith, hope and charity; and which admonish us
to have faith in God, hope in immortality, and charity te

all mankind.
A farther definition of the Emblems, and FForking Tools.

The lamb-skin, or white Icather apron, is an emblem ofin-
nocence,* and the badge of a mason; morc aucient than the

® Masons, as ene of their first principles, profuss innocence—they put on
white apparel, as an emblem of that character, which bespeaks parity of soul,
guiltlessness, and being harmless.

We have the following passage in the Biographia Feclesiustica—“The an-

®
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golden fleece, or Roman eagle, more honorable than the star
and garter, or any other order thatcould be conferred upon the
candidate at the time of imitiation, or at any time thereafter,
by king, prince, potentate, or any other person, except he be
a mason; and which every one ought to wear with equal
pleasure to himself. and honor to the fraternity.

The lamb has in all ages been deemed an emblem of inno-
cence; he, therefore, who wears the lamb-skin as a badge of
masonry, is thercby continually reminded of that purity of
life and conduct, which is essentially necessary to his gain-
ing admission into the celestial lodge above, where the Su-
preme Grand Architect of the Universe presides.

The twenty-four inch gauge is aninstrument made use of
by operative masons, to measure and lay out their work; but
we, as free and accepted masons, are taught to make use of
it for the more noble and glorious purpose of dividing our
time. It being divided into twenty-four equal parts, is em-
biematical of the twenty-four hours of the day, which we are
taught to divide into three cqual parts, whereby we find
eight hours for the worship of God and a distressed worthy
brother; eight hours for our usual avocations; and eight
for refreshment and sleep.

cients were also wont to gut a white garment on the person baptized, to de-
note his having put off the lusts of the flesh, and being cleansed from his for-
mer sins, and that he had obliged himself to maintain a life of unspotted inno-
cency.—~Accordingly the baptized are both by the apostle and the Greek fa.
thers frequently stiled @af:{opssos, the enlightened, because they professed to be
children oflight, and engaged themselves never to return again to the works
of darkness.*—This white garment used to be delivered to them with this
solemn charge, ‘Receive the white and undefiled ﬁ-armcnt, and produce it
without spot, before the tribunal of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you may obtain
eternal life—Amen’ They were wont to wear these white garments for the
space of a week after they were baptized, and then put them off and luid them
up in the church, that they might be kept as a witness against them, if they
should violate the baptismal covenant.”

Whilst the apron with which we are clothed, indicates a disposition of
innocence, and belies not the wearer’s heart, let the ignorant deride and scoff
on; superior to the ridicule and malice of the wicked, we will enfold our-
sclves in the garb of our own virtue; and safe in self-approving conscience,
stand unmoved amidst the persecutions of adversity.

The raiment, which truly implies the innocence of the heart, is a badge
more honoruble than ever was devised by kings: the Roman Eagle, with all
the orders ot knighthood, are inferior; they may be prostituted by the caprice
of princes: but innacence is innate, and cannot be adopted.

‘T'o be a true mason, is to possess this principle; or the apparel which he
weurs isan infamy to the aposiate, and only shews hiin forth to shame and
contempt,

® laiah ix 2. * The people that walked in darkness, have seen »_great light; they that dwelkin
the laod of the vhndwmau., upuu them hath the hight stm light; they
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" The common gavel is an instrument made use of by ope-
, rative masons, to break off the corners of rough stones, the
better to fit them for the builder’s use; but we, as free and
accepted masons, are taught to make use of it for the more
noble and glorious purpose of divesting our minds and con-
sciences of all the vices and superfluities of life, thereby fit-
ting our bodies, as living stones, for that spiritual building,
that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Definition of Masonry.

Masonry passes under two denominations—operative and
speculative. By the former we allude to a proper applica-
tion of the useful rules of architecture, whence a structure
derives figure, strength and beauty; and whence resulda due~ d
proportion and a just correspondence in all its parts.” By
the latter, we learn to govern the passions, act upon the
square, keep a tongue of good report, maintain secrecy, and
practise charity.

Speculative masonry is so far interwoven with religion,
as to lay us under the strongest obligations to pay that ra-
tional homage to the Deity, which at once constitutes our
duty and our happiness. Itleads the contemplative to view
with reverence and admiration the glorious works of crea-
tion, and inspires them with the most cxalted ideas of the
perfections of the divine Creator—Operative masonry fur-
nishes us with dwellings, and convenient shelters from the
inclemencies of seasons; and while it displays the effects of
human wisdom, as well in the choice as in the arrangement
of the materials of which an edifice is composed, it demon-
strates that a fund of science and industry is implanted in
man for the best, most salutary, and beneficent purposes.

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance, and the
devastations of war, have laid waste and destroyed many
valuable monuments of antiquity, on which the utmost exer-.
tions of human genius have been employed. Even the tem-
ple of Solomon, so spacious and magnificent, and constructed
by so many celebrated artists, cscaped not the unsparing
ravages of barbarous force. Kree-masonry, notwithstanding,
has still survived. The attentive ear receives the sound
from the instructive tongue, and the sacred mysterics are
safely lodged in the repository of faithful breasts. Tools
and implements of architecture, symbols the most expres-
sive! are sclected by the fraternity, to imprint on the mem-

20
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ory serious truths; and thus the excellent tenets of the insti-
tution are transmitted unimpaired, under circumstances ¢
precarious and adverse, through a succession of ages.

CHARGE,
Proper to be delivered by the Junior Warden, at Meridian.

BreTurEN—The lodge being about to suspend its la-
bors for a short time, you may amuse yourselves with ra-
tional gaicty, but you must be peculiarly watchful not to
run into excess, Masonry commands us to force no brother
to do any thing contrary to his inclination, to offend him
neither by actions or by words; you will, therefore, permit
him to act as is agreeable to himself, and make him as happy
as you can. Indecent or immoral discourse is unbecoming
a mason, and you must always avoid it.

At home and abroad shew that you have improved by the
Iessons you have lere been taught; shew yourselves fonder lov-
ers of wisdom, and more strict observers of morality. It is
needless to warn you to be so cautious in your words and
actions as not to give the most acute and prying stranger
the lcast opportunity of discovering what is not proper to
be intimated; or, against disclosing the private transactions
of our different assemblies; you are all masons, and honor,
and the reputation of the socicty at large, will guide your
actions.

Irregularity and intemperance must be forever avoided;
they will disgrace the socicty, destroy the peace of your
families, impair your constitutions, and make you incapable
of pursuing your necessary business.

Constantly observe, and enforce these rules, and always
practice those duties, which, in the lodge, have been so
forcibly and pleasingly recommended to you. Industriously
cultivate brotherly love, the foundation and cap-stone, the
glory, and firm cement of our fraternity. Avoid disputes
and quarrels; speak as well of a brother in his absence as
in his presence, and let slander be unknown to you. Suffer
no onc unreproved to calumniate your honest brethren, but
zealously defend their characters, and do them every friend-
ly oftice. Hence, thc beneficial influence of your order will
be diffused far around, and the admiring world will be wit-
nesses of the happy cffects it produces.
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Charge to an Eniered Apprentice.

BroTaER—AS you arenow introduced into the first prin-
ciples of masonry, I congratulate you on being accepted into
our ancicent and honorable order: ancient, as having subsist-
ed from time immemorial; and honorable, as tending in
every particular to render all men so, who will be but con-
formable to its precepts. No institution was ever raised on
& better principle, or more solid foundation; nor were ever
more excellent rules and useful maxims laid down, than are
inculcated on all persons when initiated into the mysteries
of this science. Monarchs, in all ages, have been encou-
ragers and promoters of our art, and have never deemed it
dcrogatory from their dignity to level themselves with the
fraternity, to extend their privileges, and to patronize theiv
assemblies. )

As a gentleman and a mason, you are bound to be a strict
observer of the moral law as contained in the holy writings;
to consider these as the unerring standard of truth and jus-
tice, and to rcgulate your life and actions by their divine
precepts. Herein your duty to God, to your neighbor, and
to yourself, is duly inculcated; and a zealous attachment to
these duties will always seécure public and private esteem.

In the state, you are to he a quiet and peaceable citizen,
truc to your rulers, and just to your country; you are
never to countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but patiently
submit to magisterial authority, and conform with cheerful-
ness to the government under which you live.

In your outward demeanor you are to be particularly care.
ful to aveid censure or reproach; and on every accasion to
beware of those who may artfully endeavor to insinuate them-
selves into your esteem, with a vicw to betray your virtuous
resolutions, or make you swerve from the honorable princi-
ples of this institution. Let not interest, favor or prejudice,
bias your integrity, or influence youto be guilty of'a dishon-
orable action; but let the whole series of your conduct and
behavior be regular and uniform, and your deportment suit-
able to the digwnity of this laudable profession.

Above all other virtues, you ave to practice benevolence
and charity; these being the most distingnishing characteris.
tics of this venerable institution. T'he inconceivable plea-
sure of contributing toward the relief of our fellow-creatures
canonly be expevienced by persons of a humane disposition:
who are naturally excited by the power of sympathy, to ex-
tend Yheir aid in the alleviation of the miseries oi others,
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This encourages the generous mason to distribute his bounty
with cheerfulness. By supposing himself in their unhappy -
situation, helistens to their complaints with attention, be-
wails their misfortunes, and speedily relieves their distress.

The next object of your attention, and which more imme-
diately relates to your present state, is our excellent Consti.
tutions. These contain the history of masoury from the
earliest period, with an account of the noble personages whe
have enriched the art at different periods; and the laws and
charges by which the fraternity have long been governed.

A punctual attendance on our assemblies is next required,
more especially on the duties of the lodge to which you may
hereafter belong. There, as in all other regular meetings
of the fraternity, you are tv behave with order and decorum,
that harmony may be preserved, and the business of mason-
ry be properly conducted. You are not to lay, or offer to
lay, wagers; ncither are you to use any unbecoming lan-
guage, in derogation of the name of God, or towards the
corruption of good manners; you are not to introduce, sup-
port or maintain any dispute about religion or politics, or
behave ludicrously, while the lodge is engaged in what
is serious and important; but pay a proper deference and
respect to the master and presiding officers, and diligently
apply to your work in masonry, that you may the sooner be-
come a proficient therein, as well for your own reputation,
as the honor of the lodge in which you have been received.

Although your frequent appearance at our regular meet-
ings is earnestly solicited, yet masonry is not meant to in-
terferc with your necessary voecations; for these are onnag
account to be neglected. At your leisure hours it is ex-
pected that you will study the liberal arts and sciences, and
occasionally improve in masonic disquisition by applying
to well informed brethiren, who will be always as ready to
give, as you will be to receive jnstruction.

To conclude, you are to keep sacred and inviolable the
mysterics of our order; and if ever, in the circle of your ac-
quaintance, you may find one desirous of being accepted
among masons, you are to be particularly attentive not to
recommend him. unless he will conform to our rules; that
the honor. glory, and reputation of our institution may be
firmly cstablisled, and the world at large be convinced of
its benign inflyence.

From the attention you have paid to the recital of this
chavge, it is hoped that you will estimate its real valug, and
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ever imprint on your mind the sacred dictates of truth, hon-
or, and justice.

4 short charge to a new admilted JMason.

Brornrr—You are now admitted, by the full and due
consent of this lodge, a fellow of onr most ancient and honor-
- able society—ancient, as having subsisted from time imme-
morial—and honorable, as tending in every particular to
dlo honor to those who conform to its noble precepts. The
greatest monarchs, and most exalted heroes and patriots,
of all ages and countries throughout the known world, have
been encouragers of the royal art; and many of them have
presided as grand masters of masons, in their respective
territories; not thinking it any lessening of their highest
dignities to level themselves with their brethren in masonry,
and to act upon the same square as they did.

The world’s Great Architect is our supreme master; and
the unerring rule he has given us, is that by which we work;
religious disputes are never suffered within the lodge; for,
as, masons, we only pursue the universal religion, or the re-
ligion of nature. This is the centre which unites the most
different principles in one sacred band, and brings together
those who were the most distant from one another.

There are three general heads of duty which masons
ought always to inculcate, viz. to God, our neighbor, and
ourselves; to God, in never mentioning his name, but with
that reverential awe which a creature ought to bear to his
Creator, and to look upon him always as the summum
bonum which we came into the world to enjoy, and accord-
ing to that view to regulate all our pursuits; to our neighbor,
in acting upon the square, or doingas we would be done by;
to ourselves, in avoiding all intemperance and excesBes,
whereby we may be rendered incapable of following our
work, or led into behaviour unbecoming our laudable pro-
fession, and always keeping within due bounds, and free
from all pollution.

In the state, a mason is to behave as a peaceable and du-
tiful °citizen, conforming cheerfully to the government un-
der which he lives.

He is to pay a due deference to his superiors; and {rom his
inferiors he is rather to receive honor with some reluctance,
than to extort it. He is to be a man of benevolence and
charity, not sitting dewn contented, while his fellow crea-
turcsy, hut much more his brethren, ere in want, when it



138 ENTERED APPRENTICE.

is in his power, without prejudicing himself or his family,
to relieve them.

In the lodge he is to behave with all due decorum, lest the
beauty and harmony thereof should be disturbed or broke;
he is to be obedicnt to the master and the presiding officers,
and to apply himself closely to the business of masonry,
that he may the sooncr become a proficient therein, both
for his own credit, and for that of the lodge.

He is not to neglect his own necessary avocations for the
sake of masonry, nor to involve himself in quarrels with
those, who, through ignorance, may speak evil of, or ridicule
it.

He is to be a lover of the arts and sciences, and is to take
all opportunities to improve himself therein.

If he recommends a friend to be made a mason, he must
vouch him to be such as he really believes will conform to the
aforesaid duties, lest by his misconduct, at any time, the
lodge shonld pass under some evil imputations.

Nothing can prove more shocking to all faithful masons,
thanto see any of their brethren profane, or break through
the sacred rules of their order; and such as can do it, they
wish had never been admitted.

A CHARGE,

Delivered in the Union Lo.ige at Exeter, at the Initiation of
« - @ Free-mason*—By Brother C——, R. W. M.

BroTuEr—You are initinted into the most ancient and
honorable order of free aud accepted masons; an order
against which, I doubt not, you have often secn ridicule point
her sharpest arrows, and calumny pour out her most copi-
ous torrents of abuse: I dare say you have heard our order
represented as either wicked or trifling, and our meetings
described as the assemblics of riotous jollity, and destruc-
tive intemperance. I rejoice to sec that these representa-
tions have had no ill effect upon you; that they have not
frightened you from entering amongst us. You saw men
most renowned for wisdom and Imnor in the society! saw
them exert their utmost endeavors to support its intercsts in
the present, and to extend them to future times; and you
knew that could never be the case, if they had been betray-
ed into any thing wicked, trifling, or ridiculous,

® Some parts of this Charge are translated from the French,
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T'he qualifications necessary to form a worthy member of
our order, are, a wise philanthropy, pure morality, inviola-
ble secrecy, and a taste for the polite arts. ‘

Lycurgus, Solon, Numa, and all other political legisla-
tors, could not make their establishments durable: how
wise soever their laws might have been, they could not ex-
tend them into every country, and every age. As these
laws had in view only victories and conquests, military vio-
lence, and the elevation of onc people above another, they
could not become universal, nor agree with the taste, the
genius, and the interests of every nation: philanthropy was
not their basis. The love of country, badly understood,
and carried to an excess, often destroyed, in those warlike
republics, the love of humanity ingeneral. Men are not
essentially distinguished by the difference of the languages
they speak, the dresses they wear, or the dignities with
which they are invested; the whole world is but one great
republic, of which every nation is a family, and every par-
ticular person a child: to revive and spread abroad those
ancient maxims drawn from the nature of man, is one of
the ends of our establishment. We wish to unite all men of
an agreeable humour, and enlightened understanding, not
only by the love of the polite arts, but still more by the
great principles of virtue; and from such a union, the in-
terest of the fraternity becomes that of all mankind; from
such, every nation may draw solid knowledge, and all the
subjects of different kingdoms may conspire without jea-
lousy, live without discord, and mutually love one ancther
without renouncing their country.

Masonry instructs us in our duty to the supreme architect
of the universe—to our neighbours, and ourselves, It in-
structs us to be peaceable subjects to the civil powers, and
never to be concerned in plots and conspiracies against the
well-being of the nation. It teaches truth. peace, and con-
cord: it bids usopen our ears to the cries of the untortunate,
and to extend our hands to them with the cup of consola-
tian, It unites men of all nations in one affectionate band
of brotherhood. It shews us we are all upon a level, and
that merit is the only just distinction. 1t orders us to live
within compass, and always to act upon the square with the
world, and with one another. 1t is not glovmy, but cheer-
ful; it forbids intemperance, but encourages rational mirth
and innocent pleasure; in short, it is a superstructure fixed
with solid firmness on the broad basis of moral and social
virtue,
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Sound morality is the second disposition required in our
society. Let a man’s religion, or mode of it, be what it
will, we do not exclude bim from the benefits and advantages
of our order, provided he believes in the glorious Architect
of heaven and earth, and practises the sacred duties of mo-
rality. We are directed to expand our hearts with the most
gencrous sentiments, to root out bigotry, and stop the cruel
hand of persecution. We are bid to unite with virtuous men of
the most distant countries and opposite opinions; to unite
with them in the firm and pleasing bond of fraternal love;
to regard them with the truest affection: come, then, ye vir-
tuous men of all nations, ye faithful followers of virtue of
every faith and every clime; come to us, and we will, with
a brother’s arms, receive you. You worship the universal
Lord of nature, the bounteous giver of all good, in the way
you think most pleasing to him; you practice every duty of
morality, and he does not reject you; and shall wel ne!
come to us, and find your friends, your brethren. How
must such principles endear our order to every liberal and
benevolent mind; how universally useful do they make it;
for a mason, amongst men of every nation, may find a friend,
a home in every climate,

As a severe, cruel, gloomy, and unsociable philosophy dis-
gusts men with virtue, we are desirous of rendering it amia-
ble, by the allurements of innocent pleasurces, agreeable mua-
sic, pure joy, and rational gaiety. Our scntiments are not
what the profane world, and ignorant vulgar imagine them
to be: all the vices of the heart are banished from them, as
well as irreligious and libertinism, excess, and debauchery.

Here the love of all good designs is strengthened: Here,

“Friendship on wing etherial flying round,
Suretches her arm to bless the hallow’d ground.
Humanity well pleas’d here takes herstand,
l{oldinf"her daughter Pity in her hand:

Here Charity, which sooth’s the widow’s sigh,
And wipes the dew drop from the orphan’s eve;
Here stands Benevolence, whose large embrace,
Uncircumscrib’d takes in the human race;

She sces each narrow tie, each private end .
Indignant—virtue’s universal friend.

Scorning each frantic zealot, bigot tool,

She stamps on mason’s hreasts her golden rule.”

We banish from our lodges every dispute which may tend
to alter the tranquility of the mind, and gentleness of the
maunners; orto destroy those sentiments of friendship, and
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that perfect harmony to be found only in the retrenching all
indecent excesses, and discordant passions.

The obligations, brother, that the order lays upon you, are,
to protect your brethren by your authority—to enlighten
themby your understanding—to edify them by your virtues—
to sacrifice every personal resentment, and diligently to
seek for every thing which will best contribute to the peace,
concord, and credit of the society. How is it that 1 have
neglected to mention to you the necessity of assisting your
brethren in their distresses? This is the first of all your
obligations; let your heart, therefore, be always ready to
commisserate distress—your hand cver open to relieve it:
drop balm upon the wounds affliction has made, and bind up
the hearts which sorrow has broken; and thus experience the
exalted happiness of communicating happiness to others.

We have secrets amongst us; some of them have been en-
trusted to you: thesc compose a language sometimes mute,
and sometimes very eloquent, to be communicated at the
greatest distance, and to know our brethren by, let their
country or their language be what it will. -

What has scarcely happened to any other society, has
happened to ours. Our lodges have been established in, and
are now spread over, all polite nations; and yet, amongst so
great a multitude of menymo brother has ever yet betrayed
our secrets: dispositions the most volatile, the most indis-
creet, and the least trained up to secresy, learn this greut
science as soon as they enter amongst us.  So great an em-
pire over the mind has the idea of brotherly union! This in-
violable secresy powerfully contributes to link together the
subjects of different kingdoms, and to facilitate, and render
mutual between them, the communication of benefits. We
have many examples of it in the annals of our order: breth-
ren travelling over the various nations of Eurepe, and find-
ing themsclves distressed, have made themselves known to
our lodges, and immediately have they reccived all necessa-
ry assistance. 'We are connected by solemu promises; ifany
one should fail in the solemn promises which connect us, you
know, brethren, that there is no greater punishment than
the remorse of conscience, the infamy of perfidy, and the ex-
clusion from our society.

The famous feasts of Ceres at Eleusis, of Isis in Egypt,
of Minerva at Athens, of Urania amongst the Phenicians,
and of Dianain Scythia, had some relation to our solemni-
ties: Mysteries were celebrated in them, in which many ves-

21
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tiges of the ancient religion of Noah and the patriarchs, are
to be met with: they finished by repasts and libations, but
without the excesses, debaucheries, and intemperance, which
the Pagans by degrees fell into. The source of all these in-
famies, was the admission of persons of both sexes to their
nocturnal assemblies, contrary to their primitive institution.
It is to prevent such abuses, that women are excluded from
ourorder. Itis not that we do not pay a natural and due re-
gard to that most beauteous part of the creation, or that we
areunjust enough to look upon them as incapable of secresy;
but, because their presence might insensibly alter the purity
of our maxims, and our manners; we are afraid (nor ground-
less are our fears) that love would enter with them, and
draw us to his flowery tempting paths, where jealousy too
often would diffuse his venom through our hearts, and, from
affectionate brethren, transform us into implacable rivals,

The fourth qualification necessary to enter into our order,
is a taste for useful sciences, and liberal arts of every kind:
these improve the heart as much as the understanding; mode-
rate the selfish affections; sweeten and harmonize the tem-
per, and better fit men for social happiness; that happiness
which free-masonry most zealously endeavours to promote.

The name of free-mason ought not, then, to be taken in a
literal, gross, and material sense, as if we were simple work-
men in stone and marble. 'We do not consecrate our talents
and our riches to the construction of external temples, but
enli%ilten, edify, and protect the living temples of the Most
Hight .

Thus, brother, have I given you some account of masonry,
and the qualifications necessary to make a worthy member
of it; by which you see it is not a ridiculous and trifling,
but a very serious and important institution—an institution
founded on the most exalted principles of moral and social
virtue. .May you, brother, and may all of us, ever keep in-
view its noble and real design, and catch the spirit of it.
May it be our glory to practice the duties it prescribes.
Moral architects as we are, may we build temples for every
virtue; prisons and dungeons for vice, indecency, and im-
morality. May we be disposed to every humane and friend-
Iy office, ever ready to pour wine and oil into the wounds of
our distressed brethren, and gently bind them up, (*tis one of
the principal ends of our institution) so that when those who
speak evil or lightly of us, behold our conduct, and see by
oyr means, the hungry fed, the naked clothed, the sick sus-
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tained and cherished—shall see our light so usefully shine—
their evil speaking may be silenced, their foolish prejudices

removed, and they may be convinced that masonry is a use- -
ful and venerable structure, supported by the great and oveg- -

lasting pillars of wisdom, strength and beauty.

ADDRESSES,
Te BE ADDED OCCASIONALLY TO THE USUAL CHARGES. .

At the Initiation of a Clergyman.

You, brother, are a preacher of that religion, of which
the distinguishing characteristics are universal benevolence
and unbounded charity. You cannot, therefore, butbe fond
of the order, and zealous for the interests of free-masonry,
which, in the strongest manner, inculcates the same charity
and benevolence, and which, like that religion, encourages
every moral and social virtue; which introduces peace and
good will among mankind, and is the centre of union to
those who otherwise might have remained at a perpetual
distance. So that whoever is warmed with the spirit of chris-
tianity, must estcem, mustlove free-masonry. Such is the
nature of our mstltutxon, that, in all our lodges, union is
cemented by sincere attachment, hypocrisy and deceit are
unknown, and pleasure is reciprocally communicated, by the
cheerful observance of every obliging office. Virtue, the
grand object in view, luminous as the meridian sun, shines
refulgent on the mind; enlivens the heart, and converts cool
approbation into warm sympathy and cordial affection.

Though every man, who carefully listens to the dictates
of reason, may arrive at a clear pérsuasion of the beauty
and necessity of virtue, both public and private, yct it is a
full recommendation of a society to have these pursuits con-
tinually in view, as the sole objects of their association: and
these are the laudable bonds which unite us in one indissolu-

ble fraternity,

At the Initiation of a Foreigner.

You, brother, the native and subject of another kingdom,
by entering into our order, have connected yourself, by
sacred and affectionate ties, with thousands of masons in this
and other countries. Ever recollect that the order you have
entered into, bids you always to look upon the world as one
great republic, of which every nation is a family, and every
particular person a child,. When, therefore, yol are return-

~
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ed to, and settled in your own country, take care that the
progress of friendship be not confined to the narrow circle
of national connexions, or particular religions; but let it be
universal, and extend to cvery branch of the human race.
At the same time, remember, that, besides the common ties
of humanity, you have this night entered into obligations
which engage you to kind and friendly actions to your
brother masons, of whatever station, country, or religion,

At the Imitiation of a Soldier.

Our institution breathes a spirit of general philanthropy.
1Its benefits, considered in a social view, are extensive. In
the most endearing ties, those of brotherhood and charity,
it unites all mankind. It in every nation opens an asylum
to virtue distressed, and grants hospitality to the necessitous
and unfortunate. Those sublime principles of universal good-
ness, and love to all mankind, which are essential to it, can-
not be controlled nor extinguished by national distinctions,
prejudices and animosities. The rage of contest it has abated,
and substituted in its stead the milder emotions of humanity.
It has even taught the pride of victory to give way to the dic-
tates of an-honorable connexion.

Should your country demand your services in foreign
wars, and captivity should be your portion, you find affec-
tionate brethren, where others would only find bitter ene-
mies.

In whatever nation you travel, when you meet a mason,
you will find a brother and a friend, who will do all in his
power- to serve you, without having the least view of self-
interest; and who will relieve you, should you be poor, orin
distress, to the utmost of his ability, and with ready cheer-
fulness. '
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CHAPTER IX.
SECOND, OR FELLOW-CRAFT’'S DEGREE,

Remarks on the Second Degree.

Masonry is a progressive science, and is divided into dif-
ferent classes, or degrees, for the more regular advancement
in the knowledge of its mysteries. According to the pro-
gress we make, we limit or extend our enquiries; and, in
‘proportion to our capacity, we attain to a less or greater de-
gree of perfection.

Masonry includes within its circle almost every branch
of polite learning. Under the veil of its mysteries, is com-
prehended a regular system of science. Many of its illus-
trations, to the confined genius, may appear unimportant;
but the man of more enlarged faculties will perceive them to
be, in the highest degree, useful and interesting. To please
the accomplished scholar, and ingenious artist, masonry is
wisely planned; and, in the investigation of its latent doc-
trines, the philosopher and mathematician may experience
equal delight and satisfaction.

To exhaust the various subjects of which it treats, would
transcend the powers of the brightest genius; still, however,
nearer approaches to perfection may be made; and the man
of wisdom will not check the progress of his abilities, though
the task he attempts may at first seem insurmountable. Per-
severance and application remove each difficulty as it occurs;
every step he advances, new pleasures open to his view, and
instruction of the noblest kind attends his researches. Im
the diligent pursuit of knowledge, the intellectual faculties
are employed in promoting the glory of God, and the good
of man.

The first degree is well calculated to enforce the duties of

~ morality, and imprint on the memory the noblest principles
which can adorn the human mind. It is therefore the best
introduction to the second degree, which not only extends
the same plan, but comprehends a more diffusive system of
knowledge. Here, practice and theory join, in qualifying
the industrious mason to share the pleasures which an ad-
vancement in the art must necessarily afford. Listening
with attention to the wise opinions of experienced craftsmen,
on important subjects, he gradually familiarizes his mind to
useful instruction, and is soon enabled to investigate truihs
of the utmost concern in the general transactions of life,
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“From this system proceeds a rational amusement; while
the mental powers are fully employed, the judgment is pro-
perly exercised. A spirit of emulation prevails; and all are
induced to vie, who shall most excel in promoting the valua-
ble rules of the institution.

The First Section.

The first section of the second degree accurately eluci-
dates the mode of introduction into that particular class; and
instructs the diligent craftsman how to proceed in the pro-
per arrangement of the ceremonies used on the occasion,
It qualifies him to judge of their importance, and convinces
him of the necessity of strictly adhering to every established
usage of the order. Here he is entrusted with particular
tests, to enable him to prove his title to the privileges of this
degree, while satisfactory reasons are given for their origin.*

*The following passages from the first great light in masonry, are here
opened and explained: ’

“Then Jepthah gatheréd together all the men of Gilead, and fought with
Ephraim: and the men of Gilead smote Ephraim, because they said, ye Gil-
eadites are fugitives of Ephraim among the Ephraimites, and among the
Mansssites. And the Gileadites took the passages of Jordan before the
Ephraimites: and it was so, that when those Ephraimites which were
said, Let me go over; that the men of Gi said unto him, J2r? thou sn
Ephraimite? If he said Nay; then said they unto him, Say now Shibboleth: and
he said, Sibboleth: for he could not frame to pronounce it right. Then they
took him, and slew him at the passage of Jordan. And there fell at that
time of the Ephraimites forty and two thousand.”—Judges, ¢. 12. . 4, 5, 6.

The erudite Brother Wm. Hutchinson, to whom I am indebted for most of
my remarks on the writings of Brothers Preston and Webb, on the several

most in use, adds, by way of note, as follows:

¢ The application which is made of certain words among masons, isas a
testimony of their retaining their original vow uninfringed, and their first
faith with the brotherbood uncorrupted. And to render their words and
plirases more abstruse and obscure, they selected such as by acceptation in
the scriptures, or otherwise, might puzzle the ignorant by a double implica-
tion—Thus Sibbeleth, should we have adopted the Elusimian mysteries,
would answer as an avowal of our profession, the same implying, Ears of
Corn; but it has its etymology, or derivation, from the following comeounds
in the Greek tongue, as it is adopted by masons, viz: 2,60, Colo, and Asbbs,
Lapis; 30 ZCoAifoy, Sibbolithon, Colo Lapidem, implies, that they retain and
keep inviolate their obligations, as the Juramentum per Jevem Lapidem, the
most obligatory oath held amongst the heathen—‘“The name Lapis, orag
¢ others write, Lapideus, was given to Jupiter by the Romans, who conceived
¢ that Juramentum per Jovem Lapidem, an oath by Jupiter Lapis, was the
¢ most obligatory oath; and it is derived either from the stone which was
“ presented to Saturn by his wife Ops, who said that it was Jupiter, in
* which sense Eusebius says that Lapis reigned in Crete: or from lapide si-
“lice, the flint stone, which, in making bargains, the swearer held in his hand
“and said, “ If knowiagly I deceive, so let Diespiter, saving thecity and the
“capital, cast me away from all that's good, as I cast away this stone.”
¢ Whertupon he threw the stone away.” Pantheon.
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Many daties, which cement, in the firmest union, well in-
formed brethren, are illustrated in this section; and an op-
portunity is given to make such advances in masonry, as
will always distinguish the abilities of those who have ar-
rived at preferment.

The knowledge of this scction is absolutely necessary for
all craftsmen, and as it recapitulates the ceremony of initia-
tion, and contains many other important particulars, no offi-
cer, or member of a lodge, should be unacquainted with it.

The plumb, square, and level, those noble and useful im-
plements of a fellow-craft, are here introduced and moral-
ized, and serve as a constant admonition to the praétice of
virtue and morality.

The plumb is an instrument made use of by operative ma-
sons, to raise perpendiculars; the square, to square the work;
and the level, to lay horizontals; but we, as free and ac-

“cepted masons, are taught to make use of them for more
noble and glorious purposes: the plumb admonishes us to
walk uprightly in our several stations before God and man,
squaring our actions by the square of virtue, and remem-
bering that we are travelling upon the level of time, to
s¢ that undiscovered country, from whose bourne no traveller
returns.”

The Second Section.

The second section of this degree has recourse to the
origin of the institution, and views masonry under two de-
nominations, operative and speculative. These are sepa-
rately considered, and the principles on which both are
founded, particularly explained. Their affinity is pointed
out, by allegorical figures, and typical representations. The
period stipulated for rewarding merit is fixed, and the inim-
itable moral, to which thatcircumstance alludes, is explained;
the creation of the world is described, and many particu-
lars recited, all of which have been carefully preserved
among masons, and transmitted from one age to another,
by oral tradition.

Circumstances of great importance to the fraternity are
here particularized, and many traditional tenets and cus-
toms confirmed by sacred and profane record. The celes-
tial and terrestrial globes are considered; and here the ac-
complished gentleman may display his talents to advantage,
in the elucidation of the Orders of Jrchitecture, the Senses
of human nature, and the liberal .Arts and Sciences, which
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are severally classed in a regular arrangement. In short,
this section contains a store of valuable knowledge, founded
on reason and sacred record, both entertaining and instruc-
tive.

Masonry is considered under two denominations; opera-
tive, and speculative.

Operative Masonry.

By operative masonry we allude to a proper application
of the useful rules of architecture, whence a structure will
derive figure, strength, and beauty; and whence will result
a due proportion, and a just correspondence in all its parts.
It furnishes us with dwellings, and convenient shelters from
the vicissitudes and inclemencies of seasons; and, while it
displays the effects of human wisdom, as well in the cheice,
as in the arrangement, of the sundry materials of which an
edifice is composed, it demonstrates that a fund of science
and industry is implanted in man for the best, most salu-
tary and beneficent purposes.

Speculative Masonry.

By speculative masonry, we learn to subdue the passions,
act upon the square, keep a tongue of good report, maintain
secresy, and practise charity. It is so far interwoven with
religion, as to lay us under obligations to pay that rational
homage to the Deity, which at once constitutes our duty and
our happiness. It leads the contemplative to view with rever-
ence and admiration the glorious works of the creation, and
inspires him with the most exaltedideas of the perfectionsof
his divine Creator.

In six days God created the heavens and the earth, and
rested upon the seventh day; the seventh, therefore, our an-
cient brethren consecrated as a day of rest from their la-
bors, thereby enjoying frequent opportunities to contem-
plate the glorious works of the creation; and to adore their
great Creator. .

The doctrine of the spheres is included in the science of
astronomy, and particularly considered in this section.

Of the Globes.

The globes are two artificial spherical bodies, on the con-
vex surface of which are represcnted the countries, seas, and
various parts of the earth,the face of the heavens, the plan-
etary rcvolutions, and other particulars.
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The sphere, with the parts of the earth delineated on its
surface, is called the terrestrial globe; and that, with the
constellations, and other heavenly bodies, the celestial globe.

‘ The Use of the Globes.

Their principal use, beside serving as maps to distinguish
the outward parts of the earth, and the situation of the fixed
stars, is to illustrate and explain the phenomena arising
from the annual revolution, and the diurnal rotation, of the
earth round its own axis. 'They are the noblest instruments
for improving the mind, and giving it the most distinct idca
of any problem or proposition, as well as enabling it to
solve the same. Contemplating these bodies, we are in-
spired with a due reverenee for the Deity and his works, and
are induced to encourage the studies of astronomy, geo-
graphy, navigation, and the arts dependent on them, by
which society has been so much benefited.

The orders of architecture come under consideration in
this section; a brief description of them may therefore not
be improper.

Of Order in dArchitecture.

By order in architecture, is meant a system of all the
members, proportions and ornaments of columns and pilas-
ters; or, it is a regular arrangement of the projecting parts
of a building, which, united with those of a column, form a
beautiful, perfect and complete whole.

Of its Antiquity.

From the first formation of society, order in architecture
may be traced. 'When the rigour of seasons obliged men to
contrive shelter from the inclemency of the weather, we
learn that they first planted trces on end, and then laid oth-
ers across, to support a covering. The bands which con-
nected those trees at top and bottom, are said to have given
risg to the idea of the base and capital of pillars; and, from
this simple hint, originally proceeded the more improved art
of architecture.

The five orders are thus classed: the Tuscan, Doric, Ionic,
Corinthian, and Composite.

The Tuscan

Is the most simple and solid of the five orders. It was
invented in Tuscany, whence it derives its name. Its column -
22
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is seven diameters high; and its capital, base and entabla-
ture have but few mouldings. The simplicity of the con-
struction of this column renders it eligible, where ornament
would be superfluous. .
The Doric,

Which is plain and natural, is the most ancient, and was
invented by the Greeks. Its column is eight diameters high,.
and has seldom any ornaments on base or capital, except
mouldings; though the frieze is distinguished by triglyphs
and metopes, and triglyphs compose the ornaments of the
frieze. The solid composition of this order gives it a pre-
ference, in structures where strength, and noble simplicity,
are chiefly required.

The Doric is the best proportioned of all the orders. The
several parts of which it is composed are founded on the na-
tural position of solid bodies. Im its first invention, it was
move simple than in its present state. In after times, when it
began to be adorned, it gained the name of Doric; for when
it was constructed in its primitive and simple form, the name
of Tuscan was conferred onit. Hence the Tuscan precedes
the Doric in rank, on account of its resemblance to that pil-
lar in its original state.

The Ionic

Bears a kind of mean proportion between the more solid
and delicate orders. Its column is nine diameters high; its
capital is adorned with volutes, and its cornice has dentals.
There is both delicacy and ingenuity displayed in its pillar;
the invention of which is attributed to the Ionians, as the fa-
mous temple of Diana at Ephesus was of this order. Itis
said to have been formed after the model of an agreeable
young woman, of an elegant shape, dressed in her hair; as
a contrast to the Doric order, which was formed after that of
a strong, robust man.

The Corinthian,

The richest of the five orders, is deemed a masterpiece of
art. Its column is ten diameters high, and its capital is
adorned with two rows of leaves, and eight volutes, which
sustain the abacus. 'The frieze is ornamented with curious
devices, the cornice with dentals and modillions. This or-
der is used in stately and superb structures.
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Of the Invention of this Order.

It was invented at Corinth, by Callimachus, whe is said
to have taken the hint of the capital of this pillar from the
following remarkakle circumstance: Accidentally passing
by the tomb of a young lady, he perceived a basket of toys,
covered with a tile, placed over an acanthus root, having been
Ieft there by her nurse. As the branches grew up, they en-
compassed the basket, till arriving at the tile, they met with
an obstruction, and bent downwards. Callimachus, stiuck
with the object, set about imitating the figure; the vase of
the capital he made to represent the basket; the abacus the
tile; and the volutes the bending leaves.

The Composite

Is compounded of the other orders, and was contrived by
the Romans. Its capital has the two rows of leaves of the
Corinthian, and the volutes of the Ionic. Its column has
the quarter-round, asthe Tuscan and Doric erder; is ten di-
ameters high, and its cornice has dentals, or simple modil-
lions. This pillar is generally found in buildings where
strength, elegance and beauty .are displayed.

Of the Invention of Order of JArchitecture.

The ancient and original orders of architecture, revered
by masons, are no more than three, the Doric, Ionic, and
Corinthian, which. were invented by the Greeks. To these
the Romans have added two; the Tuscan, which they made
plainer than the Doric; and the Composite, which was more
ornamental, if not more beautiful, than the Corinthian. The
first three orders alone, however, shew invention and parti-
cular character, and essentially differ from cach other; the
two others have nothing but what is borrowed, and differ
only accidentally: the Tuscan is the Doric in its carliest
state; and the Composite is the Corinthian, enriched with the
Jonic. To the Greeks, therefore, and not the Romans, we
are indebted for what is great, judicious and distinct in ar-
chitecture,

Of the Five Senses of Human Nature.

An analysis of the human faculties is next given in this
section, in which the five external senses particularly claim
attention: these are Hearing, Sceing, Feeling. Smelling and
Tasting.
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Hearing

Is that sense by which we distinguish sounds, and are ca-
pable of enjoying all the agreeable charms of music. By it
we are enabled to enjoy the pleasures of society, and recip-
rocally to commuanicate to each other our thoughts and in-
tentions, our purposes and desires; while thus our reason is
capable of exerting its utmost power and energy.

The wise and beneficent Author of Nature, intended, by
the formation of this sense, that we should be social crea-
tures, and receive the greatest and most important part of our
knowledge by the information of others. For these pur-
poses we are endowed with hearing, that, by a proper exer-
tion of our rational powers, our happiness may be complete.

Seeing

Is that sense by which we distinguish objects, and in an
instant of time, without change of place or situation, view
armies in battle array, figures of the most stately structures,
and all the agreeable variety displayed in the landscape of
nature. By this sense, we find our way in the pathless ocean,
traverse the globe of earth, determine its figure and dimen-
sions, and delineate any region, or quarter of it. By it we
measure the planetary orbs, and make new discoveries in the
sphere of the fixed stars. Nay, more: by it we perceive
the tempers and dispositions, the passions and affections, of
our fellow-creatures, when they wish most to conceal them,
so that though the tongue may be taught to lie and dissem-
blé, the countenance would display the hypocrisy to the dis-
cerning eye. Infine, the rays of light which administer to
this sense, are the most astonishing parts of the animated
creation, and render the eye a peculiar object of admiration.

Of all the faculties, sight is the noblest. The structure of
the eye, and its appurtenances, evince the admirable contriv-
ance of nature for performing all its various cxternal and
internal motions, while the varicty displayed in the eyes of
different animals, suited to their several ways of life, clearly
demonstrates this organ to be the masterpiece of nature’s
work.

Feeling

Is that sense by which we distinguish the different quali-
ties of bodies; such as heat and cold, hardness and softuess,
roughness and smoothness, figure, solidity, motion, and ex-
tension. '
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These three senses, hearing, sceing and fecling are deem-
ed peculiarly essential among masons.

Smelling

Is that sense by which we distinguish odours, the va-
rious kinds of which convey different impressions to the
mind. Animal and vegetable bodies, and indeed most other
bodies, while exposed to the air, continually send forth
effluvia of vast subtilty, as well in the state of life and
rowth, as in the state of fermentation and putrifaction,
hese effluvia, being drawn into the nostrils along with the
air, are the means by which all bodies are smelled. Hence
it is evident, that there i3 a manifest appearance of design
in the great Creator’s having planted the organ of smell in
the inside of that capal, through which the air continually

passes in respiratiop.

- Tasting

Enables us to make a proper distinction in the choice of
our food. The organ of this sense guards the entrance of the
alimentary canal, as that of smelling guards the entrance of
the canal for respiration. From the situation of both these
organs, it is plain that they were intended by nature to dis-
tinguish wholesome food from that which is nauseous. Ev-
ery thing that enters the stomach must undergo the scrutiny
of tasting; and by it we are capable of discerning the changes
which the same bedy undergoes in the different campositions
of art, cookery, chemistry, pharmacy, &c.

Smelling and tasting are inseparably connected; and it is
by the unnatural kind of life men commonly lead in society,
that these senses are rendered less fit to perform their na-
tural offices.

On the mind, all our knowledge must depend; what, there-
fore, can be a more proper subject for the investigation of
masons! By anatomical dissection and observation, we be-
come acquainted with the body; but it is by the anatomy of
the mind alone we discover its powers and principles.

To sum up the whole of this transcendant measure of
God’s bounty to man, we shall add, that memory, imagina-
tion, taste, reasoning, moral perception, and all the active
powers of the soul, present a vast and boundless field for
philosophical disquisition, which far exceeds buman inquiry,
and are peculiar mysteries, known only to nature, and to
nature’s God, to whom we, and all, arc indebted for creation,
preseyvation, and cvery blessing we enjoy.
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. Of the Seven Liberal drts and Sciences.

The seven liberal JArts and Sciences are next illustrated in
this section: it may not, therefore, be improper to insert here
a short explanation of them.

Grammar.

Grammar togches the proper arrangement of words, ac-
cording to the idiom, or dialect, of any particular people;
and that excellency of pronunciation, which enables us to
speak or write a language with accuracy, agreeably to rea.
son and correct usage.

Rhetoric.

Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously and fluently on any
subject, not merely with propriety alone, but with all the
advantages of force and elegance; wisely contriving to cap-
tivate the hearer by strength of argument, and beauty of
expression, whether it be to entreat and exhort, to admon-
ish or applaud. ,

Logic.

Logic teaches us to guide our reason discretionally in the
general knowledge of things, and directs our inquiries after
truth. It consists of a regular train of argument, whence
we infer, deduce, and conclude, according to certain pre-
mises laid down, admitted, or granted; and in it are em-
ployed the faculties of conceiving, judging, reasoning, and
disposing; all of which are naturally led on from one grada-
tion to another, till the point in question is finally detor-
mined.

JArithmetic.

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties of numbers,
which is variously effected, by letters, tables, figures, and
instruments. By this art, reasons and demonstratious are
given, for finding out any certain number, whose relation or
affinity to another is already known or discovered.

Geomelry. %

Geometry treats of the powers and properties of ;rnagni-
tudes in general, where length, breadth, and fhiclmess, are

¢ Geometry is said originally to have signified nothing more than the art
of measuring the earth, or any distances or dimensions within it: bat at pre-
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considered, from a point to a line, from a line to a superfices,
and from a superfices to a solid. .

A pajnt is a dimensionless figure; or an indivisible part
of space.

A line is a point continued, and a figure of one capacity,
namely, length.

A superfices is a figure of two dimensions, namely, length
and breadth.

A solid is a figure of three dimensions, namely, length,
breadth, and thickness.

Of the Advantages of Geometry.*

By this science, the architect is enabled to construct his
plans, and execute his designs; the general to arrange his

sent it denotes the science of magnitude in general, comprehending the doc-
trine and relations of whatsoever is susceptible of augmentation or diminu-
tion. So to geometry, may be referred the construction not only of lines,
superfices, and solids: but also of time, velocity, numbers, weight, and many
other matters.

This is a science which is said to have its rise, or at least its present rules
from the Egyptians, who, by nature, were under a necessity of using it, to
remedy the confusion which generally happened in their lands, by the over-
flowing of the Nile, which carried away yearly all boundaries, and effaced all
limits of their possessions. Thus this science, which consisted only in its
first steps of the means of measuring lands, that every person might have his
property restored to him, was called geometry, or the art of measuring land:
and it is probable, that the draughts and schemes the Egyptians were annu-
ally compelled to make, helped them to discover many excellent properties
of those figures, and which speculation continually occasioned to beimproved.

From Egypt geometry, passed into Greece, where it continued to receive
new improvements in the hands of Thales, Pythagoras, Archimedes, Euclid,
and others; the elements of geomery, which were written by Euclid, testify
to us the great perfection to which this science was brought by the ancients,
though much inferior to modern geometry; the bounds of which, by the
invention of fluxions, and the discovery of an infinite-order of curves, are
gread{" enlarged.

@ The usefulness of geometry extends to almost every art and science:—
by the help of it astronomers turn their observations to advantage; regu-
late the duration of times, seasons, years, cycles, and epochas; and measure
the distance, motions, and magnitude of the heavenly bodies. It is by this
science, that geographers determine the figure and magnitude of the whole
earth, and delineate the extent and bearings of kingdoms, provinces, oceans,
harbours, and every place upon the globe—1It is adapted to artificers in every
branch, and from thence, architects derive their measures, justnesses, and
proportions.

This naturally leads us to conjccture why the square is had by masons,
as one of the lig{m of masonry, and part of the furniture of the lodge. To
explain our ideas on this subject, we will only repeat the words of a celebrat-
ed author, treating of the rise and progress of sciences—He says, “we find
nothing in ancient authors to direct us to the exact order in which the fun-
damental tKl-im:iples of measuring surfaces were discovered. They probably
began with those surfaces which terminated by right lines, and amongst
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soldiers; the engineer to mark out ground for encampments;
the geographer to give us the dimensions of the world, and
all things therein contained, to delineate the extent of seas,
and specify the divisions of empires, kingdoms and prov-
inces; by it, also, the astronomer is enabled to make his ob-
servations, and to fix the duration of times and seasons,
years and cycles. Infine, geometry is the foundation of ar-
chitecture, and the root of the mathematics.

Music.

Music teaches the art of forming concords, so as to com-
pose delightful harmony, by a mathematical and proportional
arrangement of acute, grave and mixed sounds. This art,
by a series of experiments, is reduced to a demonstrative
science, with respect to tones, and the intervals of sound. It
inquires into the nature of concords and discords, and enables

_us to find out the proportion between them by numbers.

JAsironomy.

Astronomy is that divine art, by which we are taught to
read the wisdom, strength and beauty of the Almighty Cres-
tor, in those sacred pages the celestial hemisphere. Assisted
by astronomy, we can observe the motions, measure the dis-
tances, comprehend the magnitudes, and calculate the peri-
ods and eclipses, of the heavenly bodies. By it we learn the
use of the globes, the system of the world, and the prelim-
inary law of nature.* While we are employed in the study

these with the most simple. It is hard, indeed, to determine which of those
surfaces, which are terminated by a small number of right lines, are the most
simple. If we were to judge by the number of sides, the triangle has indis-
putably the advantage; yet I am inclined to think, that the square was the
figure which first engaged the attention of geometricians. It was not till
some time after this, that they b to examine equilateral triangles, which
are the most regular of all triangular figures. It is to be presumed that they
understood that rectilinear figure first, to which they afterwards compared
the areas of other polygons, as they discovered them. It was by that means
the square became the common measure of all surfaces; for of all ages, and
amongst all nations of which we have any knowledge, the square has always
been that in planimetry, which the unit is in the arithmetic—for though in
measuring rectilinear figures, we are obliged to resolve them into triangles,
yet the eraes of these figures are always given in the square. Thence wo
are led to determine, that the square was the first and original figure in geo-
metry, and as such was introduced to our lodges.

The square was the figure under which the Israelites formed their encamp-
ments in the wilderness, and under which they fortified or defended the holy
tabernacle, sanctified with the immediate presence of the divimty.

* If we should look upon the earth with its produce, the ocean with its
tides, the coming and assinﬁ of day, the starry arch of heaven, the scasons
and their changes, the life and death of man, as being merely accidents in the
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of this science, we must perceive unparalleled instances of
wisdom and goodness, and, through the whole creation, trace
the Glorious Author by his works.

Of the Moral Advantages of Geometry.

From this theme we proceed to illustrate the moral advane
tages of Geometry; a subject on which the following obser-
vations may not be unacceptable:

Geometry, the first and noblest of sciences, is the basis
on which the superstructure of masonry is erected. By

Qcometry, we may curiously trace nature, through her vari-
ous windings, to her most concealed recesses. By it, we
discover the power, the wisdom, and the goodness, of the
Grand Artificer of the Universe, and view with delight the
sroportions which connect this vast machine. By it we
iscover how the planets move in their different orbits, and
demonstrate their various revolutions. By it we account
for the return of seasons, and the variety of scenes which
each scason displays to the discerning eye. Numberless
worlds are around us, all framed by the same Divine Artist,
which roll through the vast expanse, and are all conducted
by the same unerring laws of nature,

A survey of nature, and the observation of her beautiful
proportions, first determined man to imitatc the divine plan,
and study symmetry and order. 'This gave rise to societies,
and birth to every useful art. The architect began to de-
sign, and the plans which he laid down, being improved by
experience and time, have produced works which are the ad-
miration of every age. :

band of nature; we must shut up all the powers of judgmenat, and yield

ourselves to the darkest folly and ignorance. The august scene of the plan-

etary system, the day and night, the seasons in their successions, the animal

frame, the vegetation of plants, all afford us subject for astonishment; the
ter too mighty, but for the hand of a Deity, whose works they are—the
t too miraculous, but for the wisdom of their God.

Then how much ought we to esteem that science, through whose pow-
ers it is given to manto discover the order of the heavenly bodies, their
revolutions, and their stations; thereby resolving the operations of the Deity
to an unerring system, proving the mightiness ofhis works, and the wisdom
of bis decrees. . )

" Itis no wonder, then, that the first institutors of the masonic society, who
had their eye on the revelation of the Deity, from the earliest ages of the
workd, unto the days of its perfection under the ministry of the son of God,
that they should hold this science hallowed :mot;ﬂt them, whereby such
lights were obtained by man, in the discovery of great wisdom of the
Creator in the beginning.

23
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“The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance, and
the devastations of war, have laid waste s#nd destroyed ma-
ny valuable monuments of antiquity, on which the utmost
exertions of human genius have been employed. Even the
temple of Solomon, so spacious and magnificent, and con-
structed by so many celebrated artists, escaped not the un-
sparing ravages of barbarous force. Freemasownry, not-
withstanding, has still survived. The atientive ear receives
the sound from the. instructive fongue, and the mysteries of
masonry are safely lodged in the repository of faithful
breasts. 'Tools and implements of architecture are sclected
by the fraternity, to imprint on the memory wise and seri-
ous truths; and thus, through a succession of ages, are trans-
mitted unimpaired the excellent tenets of our institution.

Thus end the two sections of the second lecture, which,
with the ceremony used at opening and closing the lodge,
comprehended the whole of the second degree of masonry.
This lecture contains a regular system of science, demon-
strated on the clearest principles, and established on the
firmest foundation.

A CHARGE

At Initiation into the Second Degree.

BrorneEr—Being now advanced to the second degree of
masonry, we congratulate you on your preferment. The
internal, and not the external qualifications of a man, are
what masonry principally regards. As you increase in
knowledge, you will consequently improve in social inter-
course.

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the several duties which,
as a mason, you are bound to discharge; or -to enlarge on
the necessity of astrict adherence to them, as your own ex-
perience must have convinced you of their value. *(It may
be sufficient to observe, that your past behaviour and regu-
lar deportment bas merited the additional honor which we
have now conferred; and in this new character, it is ex-
pected that you will not only conferm to the principles of
masonry, but steadily persevere in the practice of every
commendable virtue.) :

T'he study of the liberal arts, that valuable branch of edu-
cation, which tends so cffectually to polish and adorn the

® The lines in parenthesis may be used, or omitted, at the discretion of
the master. \
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mind, is earnestly recommended to your consideration; espe-
<cially the noble science of geometry, which is established as
the basis of our art. Masonry and geometry were origi-
nally synonymous terms, and this science being of a divine
and moral nature, is enriched with the most useful know-
ledge; for, while it proves the wonderful properties of na-
:ualre, it also demonstrates the more important truths of mo-
ity.

(As the solemnity of our ceremonies requires a serious de-
portment, you are to be particularly attentive to your beha-
viour in our regular assemblies; to preserve the ancient
usages and customs of the fraternity sacred and inviolable;
and induce others, by your example, to hold them in duc ven-
eration.)

Our laws and regulations you are to support and main-
tain; and be ever ready to assist in secing them duly exc-
cuted. You are not to palliate or aggravate the offences of
Your brethren; but in the decision of every trespass against
our rules, you are to judge with candor, to admonish with
friendship, and to reprehend with justice.

(In our private assemblies, you may now offer your senti-
ments and opinions on such subjects as correspond with, and
are agreeable to, the tenets of masonry. By the exertion
of this privilege, you may improve your rational and intel-
Iectual powers; qualify yourselfto become an useful member
of society; and vie with skilful brethren, in an endeavour to
excel in every thing that is good and great.)

Every regular sign, or summons, given and received, you
are duly to honor, and punctually to obey, inasmuch as they
consist with our professed principles. You are cheerfully
to relieve the necessities of your brethren to the utmost of
your power and ability, without prejudice to yourself or
your private concerns: And on no account are you to injuro
a brother, or to see him injured; but you are to apprize
him of all approaching dangers, and consider his interest
as inseparable from your own.

Such is the nature of your present cngagements; and to
these dutics you are now bound by the most sacred tics.
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CHAPTER X.

THIRD, OR MASTER MASON’S DEGREE.

{The enlightened brother Hutchinson, in his elaborate work, entitled the
Spirit of Masonry, from which I have elucidated the present compilation,
by copious extracts, coromences his lecture on the Master Mason’s order
as follows:]

The Master Mason’s Order.

As I at first proposed to investigate the three progressive
orders of Masons, Apprentices, Craftsmen, and Masters, by
a definition and description of the several circumstances
which attended the worshippers of the true God—so have I,
in the former lectures, shewn, that by the Apprentices order
is implied, the first knowledge of the God of nature, in the
earliest ages of man. Under the Craftsmen, I have shewn the
Mosaic legation, and the Jewish temple at Jerusalem: to-
gether with the light which men received, for the discovery
of the divine wisdom, by gcometrical solutions. I now pro-
ceed to the third stage, the most sacred and solemn order of
Masons, the Master Mason’s Order.

Under the Jewish law, the service of God became clouded
and obscured by ceremonies and rites, which had daily crept
in upon it, through imitation of the neighbouring heathen.
‘When the morals of the Jewish nation were corrupted, civil
jurisdiction reeled upon its throne—innovations sapped the
religious rule, and anarchy succeeded. No sconer was this
compact looscned, than the strength of the Jews was dis-
solved, and the heathen triumphed in Jerusalem.

The gracious Divinity, perceiving the ruin which was
overwhelming mankind, in his benevolence, was moved to
redcem us. He saw that the revelation which he had deign-
ed to make of his divinity, might, majesty, and wisdom to
the Jewish tribes, was not sufficient to preserve them in
their duty: he weighed the frailty of mankind in the balance
which his justice suspended, and to their deficiencies he be-
stowed his mercy. The Egyptians had abused their learn-
ing and wisdom; the Jews had polluted God’s ordinances
and laws; and sin had made her dominion in the strong
places of the earth.
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Piety, which had planned the temple at Jerusalem, was
expunged; the reverence and adoration due to the divinity,
was buried in the filth and rubbish of the world; persecution
had dispersed the few who retained their obedience, and the
name of the true God was almost totally lost and forgotten
among men; religion sat mourning in Israel, in sackcloth
and ashes, and morality was scattered, as it were, by the
four winds of Heaven.

In this situation, it might well be said, ¢sthat the guide to
heaven was lost, and the master of the works of righteous-
ness was smitten.” The nations had given themselves up
to the grossest idolatry; Solomon had fallen; and the ser-
vice of the true God was effaced, from the memory of those
who had yielded themselves to the dominion of sin.

In order that mankind might be preserved from this de-
plorable estate of darkness and destruction, and as the old
law was dead, and become roitenness, a new doctrine, and
new precepts were wanting to give the key to salvation; in
the language of which we might touch the car of an offend-
ed Deitg', and bring forth hope for eternity. True religion
was fled: ¢«Those who sought her through the wisdom of the
ancients were not able to raisc her; she eluded the grasp;
and their polluted hands were stretched forth in vain for her
restoration.” Those who sought her by the old law were
frustrated, for ¢“Death had stepped between, and corruption
defiled the embrace;” Sin had beset her steps, and the vices
of the world had overwhelmed her.

The great Father of all, commiserating the miseries of
the world, scnt his only son, who was innocence itself, to
teach the doctrine of salvation; by whom man was raised
from the death of sin, unto the life of righteousness; from
the tomb of corruption into the chambers of hope; from the
darkness of despair to the celestial beams of faith; and not
only working for us this redemption; but making withus the
covenant of regeneration; whence we arc become the chil-
dren of the Divinity, and inheritors of the rcalms of Heaven.

‘We masons, describing the deplorable estate of religion
under the Jewish law, speak in figures. - «Her tomb was in
the rubbish and filth cast forth of the temple, and acacia
wove its branches over her monument;” &uu’a;being the
Greek word for innocence, or being frec from sin; implying
that the sins and corruptions of the old law, and devotees
of the Jewish altar, had hid religion from those who sought
her, and she was only to be found where innocence survived,
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and under the banner of the divine lamb; and as to ourselves
professing that we were to be distinguished by our acacy, or
as true acacians in our religious faith and tenets.*

The acquisition of the doctrine of redemption, is expressed
in the typical character of Huramen (Huwpxus, inveni) and by
the applications of that name with masons, it is implied, that.
we have discovered the knowledge of God and of his salva-
tion, and have been redeemed from the death of sin, and the.
sepulchre of pollution and unrighteousness.t

Thus the masier mason represents a man under the chris-
tian doctrine, saved from the grave of iniquity, and raised
to the faith of salvation.

Prayer at raising a Brother fo the Sublime Degree of a Mas-
ter Mason. .

Thou, O God! knowest our down-sitting and our up-ris-
ing, and understandest our thoughts afar off. Shield and
defend us from the evil intentions of our enemies, and sup-
port us under the trials and afflictions we are destined to en-
dure, while travelling through this vale of tears. Manthat
is born of a woman, is of few days, and full of trouble. He
cometh forth as a flower, and is cut down; he fleeth also as
a shadow, and continucth not. Seeing his days are deter-
mined, the number of his months are with thee; thou hast
appointed his bounds that he cannot pass; turn from him,
that he may rest, till he shall accomplish his day. For
there is hope of atree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout
again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease.
But man dieth and wasteth away; yeca, man giveth up the
ghost, and where is he? As the waters fail from the sea, and
the flood decayeth and drieth up, so man lieth down, and
riseth not up till the heavens shall be no more. Yet, Q

® Acacia—.Akakia, in antiquity, a roll, or hag, represented on the medals
of the Greek and Roman Emperors: some think it is only an handkerchief,
which they used as a signal; others take it for a volume, or roll of memoran-
dums or petitions; and others will have it to be a purple bag filled with earth,
to remims)e the prince of his mortality. .

1 The mason advancing to this state of masonry, pronounces his own sen-
tence, as confessional of the imperfection of the second stage of his profes-
sion, and as probationary of the exalted degree to which he aspires, in this
Greek distich, ToaBovyorw, Struto tumultum: I prepare my sepulchre; I
make my grave in the pollutions of the earth; I am under the shadow of
death? " This distich has been valgarly corrupted among us, and an expres-
sion takes its place scarcely similar in sound, and entirely inconsiatent with
masoury, and unmeaning in itself,
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Lord! have compassion on the children of thy creation; ad-
minister them comfort in time of trouble, and save them
with an everlasting salvation.—.Amen. So mote it be.

The First Section.

The ceremonies attending this stdge of our profession
are solemn and tremendous; during which Tsacred awe is
diffused over the mied, the soul is struck with reverence,
and all the spiritual faculties are called forth to worship and
adoration.

This, our order, is a positive contradistinetion to the Ju-
daic blindness and infidelity, and testifics our faith concern-
ing the resurrection of the body.

In fine, such is the importance of this section, that we
may safely declare, that the person who is unacquainted
with it, is illy qualified to act as a ruler or governor of the
work.

The following passage of scripture is introduced during
the ceremonies: ‘

«Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth,
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them; while the sun,
or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be notdarkened, nor
the clouds return after the rain: in the day when the keep-
ers of the house ghall tremble, and the strong men shall
bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are
few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened;
and the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of
the grinding is low; and he shall rise up at the voice of the
bird; and all the daughters of music shall be brought low:
also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and
fears shallbe in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish,
and the grashopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail;
because man gocth to his long home, and the mourners go
about the streets: or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the
golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the
fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern: then shall the
dust rcturn to the earth us it was; and the spirit shall return
unto God who gave it.”’—FKcclesiastes xii. 1—7.

Or lhis Sclection.

It is better to go to the Louse of mourning, than to the
house of feasting. For that is the end of all men, which is
there signified, and the living must lay it to heart. All
fiesh shall wax old as a garmenty and as leaves growing on
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a green tree, some bud forth, and others fall off; so is the
generation of flesh and blood; one is buried, and another is
born. If a man live many years, and rejoice in them all,
yet let him remember the days of darkness; which, when they
come, the things which are past shall be reproved of vanity.
Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer
thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thy
heart, and in the sight of thinc eyes: but know, that for all
these things God will bring thee into judgment. Remem-
ber now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt
say, I have no pleasure in them: before the dust peturn te
its earth, from whence it came, and the spirit to God whe
gave it. Of making many books there is no end; apdmuch
study is a weariness to the flesh. Let us hear the concle-
sion of the whole matter; fear God and keep his command.
ments; for this is the whole duty of man.

In all thy works remember thy last end, when thou must
bid a long farewell to all the world. Remember that dread-

_ fullday of the universal judgment, «“and thou shalt not sin for-
ever.” Remember the joys prepared for the righteous, and
the miseries that attend the wicked; and remember how
nearly it concerns thy soul to have a happy or a miserable
eternity, «and thou wilt break off thy sius by repentance,
and acts of mercy to the poor.” .

Holy Resolution.—I will be steadfast, and unmoveable, al-
ways abounding in the work of the Lord; forasmuch as I
know that my labour shall not be in vain in the world. ,

Ivvocation—O gracious Mediator, who lay in the grave
for me, a miserable sinner, let me not die eternally, but save
me for thy mercy’s sake.

O Son of God and Man! who camest in mercy to save us;
bring the same mercy with thee when thou comest to judge us.

Meanwhile, O be pleased to assist us with thy heavenly
grace, that we may continue thine forever, and to stand per-
petually with our accounts prepared:

That we may die in thy peace, and after death pass through
the gate of our grave to a joyful resurrection, through bhim
who is the resurrection and the life, our only mediator and
redeemer. So mote it be.

The Second Section.

This section recites the historical traditions of the order,
and presents to view a finished picture, of the utmost conse-
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quence to the fraternity. Tt exemplifies an instamee of vir-
tue, fortitude, and integrity, seldom equalled, and never ex-
celled, in the history of man.

'The following passages from the first Great Light in Ma-
sonry, ought to be solemnly recited by the master, or by
some brother appointed by him:

¢The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out
in the spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of
the valley which was full of bones, '

¢¢And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold,
there were very many in the openvalley; and lo, they were
very dry.

ssAnd he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live?
and I answered, O Lord God, thow knowest.

éAgain he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and
say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the l.ord.

«Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones; Behold, I will
cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live:

¢And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you,
and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the Lord.

«So I prophesied, as I was commanded: and as I prophe-
sied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking and the bones
came together, bone to his~¥sne.

ssAnd when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came
up upon them, and the skii covered them above: but there
was no breath in them.

«Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophe-
8y, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord
God; Come from the four winds, © breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live.

«So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet.”

The Third Section.

The third section iHustrates certain hieroglyphical em-
blems, and inculcates many useful lessons, to extend know-
ledge, and promote virtue. .

In this branch of the lecture, many particulars relative
to king Solomen’s temple are considered.

The construction of this grand edifice was attended with

wo remarkable circumstances. From Josephus we learn,
. 24
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_tha¥ although seven years were occupied in bu:i«:o it, yet

during the whole term it rained not in the day i-:..- ..at the
workmen might not be obstructedin their labor: .- - msa-
_cred history it appears, that therc was neither :. - - :nd of
the hammer, nor axe, nor any tool of irom, i = . in the
house, while it was building.

This famous fabric was supported by fourt. . ' .dred

and fifty-three columns, and two thousand nine iundred and
six pilasters; all hewn from the finest Parian marble. There
were employed in its building three grand masters; three
thousand and three hundred masters, or overseers of the
work; eighty thousand fellow crafts; and seventy thousand
entered apprentices, or bearers of burthens. All these were
classed and arranged in such a manner by the wisdom of
Solomon, that neither envy, discord, nor confusion, were suf-
fered to interrupt that universal peace and tranquillity, which
pervaded the world at this important period.

The Pot of Incense,

Is an emblem ofa pure heart, which is always an accept-
able sacrifice to the Deity; and, as this glows with fervent
heat, so should our hearts continually glow with gratitude
to the great and beneficent Author of our existence; for the
manifold blessings and comforts we enjoy.

The Bee-Hive

Is an emblem " of industry, and recommends the practice
of that virtue to all created beings, from the highest seraph
in heaven, to the lowest reptile of the dust. 1t teaches us,
that, as we came into the world rational and intelligent be-
ings, so we should ever be industrious ones; never sitting
"down contented, while our fellow-creatures around us are in
want, when it is in our power to relieve them, without in-
convenience to ourselves.

‘When we take a survey of nature, we view man, in his
‘infancy, more helpless and indigent than the brutal crea-
tion; he lies languishing for days, months and years, totally
incapable of providing sustenance for himself, or guarding
against the attack of the wild beasts of the field, or shelter-
ing himself from the inclemencies of the weather.

It might have pleased the great Creator of heaven and
* earth to bave made man independent of all other beings;
but, as dependence is one of the strongest bonds of seciety,
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mankind were made dependent on each other for protection

and security, as they thereby enjoy better opportunities of

fulfilling the duties of reciprocal love and friendship. Thus

was man formed for social and active life, the noblest part

of the work of God; and he that will so demean himself as

not to be endeavoring to add to the common stock of know-

ledge and understanding, may be deemed a drone in the hive

of nature, a uscless member of society, and unworthy of
our protection as masons. :

The book of Constitutions, guarded by the Tyler’s sword,

Reminds us that we should be ever watchful and guarded,
in our thoughts, words and actions, particularly when before
the enemies of masonry; ever bearing in remembrance those
truly masonic virtues, silence and circumspection.

The Sword pointing to a naked Heart,

Demonstrates that justice will sooner or later overtake us;
and although our thoughts, words and actions, may be hid-
den from the eyes of man, yet that

All-seeing Eye,

‘Whom the Sun, Moon and Stars obey, and under whose
watchful care even Comets perform their stupendous revo-
lutions, pervades the inmost recesses of the human heart, and
will reward us according to our merits.

The Anchor and Ark

Are emblems of a well-grounded hope, and a well-spent
life. 'They areemblematical of that divine ark which safe-
ly wafts us over this tempestuous sea of troubles, and that
anchor which shall safely moor us in a ful harbor,.
where the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary shall
find rest.

The Forty-seventh Problem of Euclid.*

. 'This was an invention of our ancient friend and brother,
the great Pythagoras, who, in his travels through Asia, -
‘Africa, and Europe, was initiated into several orders of

* Tnsonzm.]—In any right-angled triangle, the square whish is described
upon the side subtending the right angle, is equal to the squares described
upon the sides which contain the right angle.~Euclid, &b. i« prop. 47.
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priesthood, and raised to the sublime degree of a master
mason, This wise philesopher enriched his mind abundant-
1y in a general knowledge of things, and more especially in
geometry or masonry; on this subject he drew out many
problems and theorems, and among the most distinguished,
he erected this, which, in the joy of his heart, he called Eu-
reka, in the Grecian langnage, signifying, I have found it;
and upon the discovery of which, he is said to have sacri-
ficed a hecatomb. It teaches masons to be general lovers of
the arts and sciences.

The Hour-Glass

Is an emblem of human life; behold! how swiftly the sands
run, and how rapidly our lives are drawing to aclose. We
cannot without astonishment behold the little particles which
are contained in this machine; how they pass away al.
most imperceptibly; and yet, to our surprise, in the short
sp.ce of an hour they are all exhausted. Thus wastes man!
to-day, he puts forth the tender leaves of hope; to-morrow,
blossoms, *sand bears his blushing honors thick upon him;”
the next day comes a frost, which nips the shoot, and when
he thinks his greatness is still aspiring, he falls, like autumn
leaves, to enrich our mother earth.

The Scythe

Is an emblem of time, which cuts the brittle thread of life,
and launches us into eternity. Behold! what havoc the
scythe of time makes among the human race; if by chance
we should escape the numerous evils incident to childhood
and youth, and with health and vigour arrive to the years of
manhood, yet withal we must soon be cut down by the all-
devouring scythe of time, and be gathered into the land
where our fathers have gone hefore us.

The Three Steps,

Usually delineated upon the master’s carpet, are emble-
matical of the three principal stages of human life, viz:
youth, manhood, and age. In youth, as entered apprentices,
we ought industriously to occupy our minds in the attain.
ment of useful knowledge: in manhood, as fellow crafts, we
should apply our knowledge to the discharge of our respec-
tive duties to God, our neighbours, and ourselves; that so
in age, as master masons, we may enjoy the happy refiec-
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tions consequent on a well-spent life, and die in the hope of
a glorious immortality.*

Hlustration of the Master’s Degree.

The master mason imposes a duty on himself, full of moral
virtue and christian charity, by enforcing that brotherly
love which every man should extend to his neighbour.

First—That when the calamities of our brother call for
our aid, we should not withdraw the hand that might sustain
him from sinking; but that we sheuld render him those ser-
vices, which, not incumbering or injuring our families or
fortunes, charity and religion may dictate, for the saving of
our fellow-creature. :

Second—From which purpose, indolence should not per-
suade the foot to halt, or wrath turn our steps out of the way:
but forgetting injuries and selfish feelings, and remember-
ing that man was born for the aid of his generation, and not
for his own enjoyments only, but to do that which is good;
we should be swift to have mercy, to save, to strengthen,
and execute benevolcnce. .

Third—As the good things of this life are partially dis-
pensed, and some are opulent whilst others are in distress;
such principles also enjoin a mason, be he ever so poor, to
testify his good will towards his brother. Riches alone do
not allow the means of doing good; virtue and benevolence
are not confined to the walks of opulence: the rich man,
from his many talents, is required to make extensive works
under the principles of virtue; and yet poverty is no excuse
for an omission of that exercise; for as the cry of innocence
ascendeth up to heaven, as the voice of babes and sucklings
reach the throne of God, and as the breathings of a contrite
heart are heard in the regions: of dominion; so a mason’s
prayers, devoted to the welfare of his brother, are required
of him.

Fourth—The fourth principle is never to injure the con-
fidence of your brother, by revealing his secrets; for per-

® As the great testimonial that we are risen from the state of corruption,
we bear the emblem of the Aoly frinity, as the insignia of our vows, and of the
origin of the Master’s order. This emblem is given by geometricians asa
demonstration of the trinity in unity. . ] L

On receiving this ensign, the mason professeth himself in a short distich,
in the Greek language, which, from the rules of our order, I am forbid to
commit to writing; the literal meaning of which is, “vehementer cupio vitam,”
ardently T wish for life; meaning the everlasting life of redemption and re-
generation; an avowal which carries with it the most religious import, and
must proceed from a pure faith.
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haps that were to rob him of the guard which protects his
property or life. The tongue of a mason should be void
of offence, and without guile; speaking truth with discre-
tion, and keeping itself within the rule of judgment; main-
taining a heart void of uncharitableness, locking up secrets,
and communing in charity and love.

Fifth—Of Charity. So much is required of 2 mason, in
his gifts, as discretion shall limit; charity begins at home,
but like a fruitful olive tree planted by the side of a foun-
tain, whose boughs overshoot the wall, so is charity: it
spreads its arms abroad from the strength and opulence of
its station, and lendeth its shade for the repose and re-
lief of those who are gathered under its branches. Charity,
when given with imprudence, is nolonger a virtue; but when
flowing from abundance, itis glorious as the beams of morn-
ing, in whose beauty thousands rejoice. When donations,
extorted by pity, are detrimental to & man’s family, they
become sacrifices to superstition, and, like incense to idols,
are disapproved by heaven,

The five points of Fellowship farther Ilustrated.

First—When the necessities of a brother call for my aid
and support, I will be ever ready to lend him such assistance
to save him from sinking, as may not be detrimental to my-
self or connexions, if I find him worthy thereof.

Second—Indolence shall not cause my footsteps to halt, nor
wrath turn them aside; but forgetting every selfish con-
sideration, I will be ever swift of foot to serve, help, and
execute benevolence to a fellow-creature in distress; and
more particularly to a brother mason. _

Third—When I offer up my ejaculations to Almighty God,
a brother’s welfare I will remember as my own; for as the
voices of babes and sucklings ascend to the throne of grace,
so most assuredly will the breathings of a fervent heart arise
to the mansions of bliss, as our prayers-are certainly re-
quired of each other.

Fourth—A brother’s secrets, delivered to me as such, I will
keep as I would my own; as betraying that trust might be
doing him the greatest injury he could sustain in this mortal
life; nay, it would be like the villainy of an assassin, who .
lurks in darkness to stab his adversary, when unarmed and
least prepared to mcet an enemy., -

Fifth—A brother’s character I will support, in his absence
as I would in his presence: 1 will not wrongfully revile bim



MASTER-MASON. 191

myself} nor will I suffer it to be done by others, if in my
power [to prevent it. .

Thug by the five points of fellowship are we linked to-
gether \in one indivisible chain of sincere affection, brother-
ly lovey relief, and truth,

!
The advantages which the truly worthy Brother may derive
Jrom a perfect knowledge of this sublime degree.

This institution, which was first founded in the mysteries
of religion, as I have before rehearsed to you, is now main-
tained by us on the principles of lending mutual aid and con-
solation to each other. How should we be able to discern
the brethren of this family, but through such tokens as
should point them out from other men? Language is now
provincial, and the dialects of different nations would not
be comprehensible to men ignorant and unlettered. Hence
it became necessary to use an expression which should be
cognizable by people of all nations. So itis with masons;
they are possessed of that universal expression, and of such
remains of the original language, thatthey can communicate
their history, their wants, and prayers, to every brother ma-
son throughout the globe: from whence, it is certain, that mul-
titudes of lives have been saved in foreign countries, when
shipwreck and misery had overwhelmed them: when robbers
hag pillaged, when sickness, want, and misery had brought
them even to the brink of the grave, the discovery of mason-
ry has saved them: the discovery of being a brother, hath
staid the savage hand of the conqueror, lifted in the field of
battle to cut off the captive; hath withheld the sword em-
. brued in carnage and slaughter, and subdued the insolence
of trinmph to pay homage to the craft,*

-The importance of secrecy with us, is such, that we may
not be deceived in the dispensing of our charities; that we
may not bebetrayed in the tenderness of our benevelence, and
others usurp the portion which is prepared for those of our
own family.

To betray the watchword, which should keep the enemy
from the walls of out citadel, so as to open our strong holds
to robbers and deceivers, is as great a moral crime, as to
shew the common thief the weaknesses and secret places of
our neighbour’s dwelling-houses, that he may pillage their
goods. Nay, it is still greater, for it is like aiding the sacri-

¢ Among thousands of instances which might be recorded, many of which
have come to my knowledge, there can be no doubt, but the retent escape of
the celebrated General Lavallette, may be traced to this source.
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legious robber to ransack the holy places, and stealSis =
cred vessels devoted to the most solemn rites of rd
It is snatching from the divine hand of charity, th®
which she holds forth to heal the distresses of her ciiidre:
the cordial cup of consolation, which she offers to tigs K
calamity, and the sustenance her fainting infants slfg
ceive from the bosom of her celestial love.
As this, then, is the importance of masons’ secrecy
fore should the world wonder that the most profligajie
which ever had expression, hath not revealed it? The sport
is too criminal to afford delight, even to the wickedest of
mankind; for it must be wantonness only which could induce
any man to divulge it, as no profit could arise therefrom,
nor selfish view be gratified. It was mentioned by divine
lips as a crime not in nature: «What man is there of you,
whom, if his son ask for bread, will give him a stones or if
he ask a fish, will give him a serpent?” Then can there be
a man so iniquitous among masons, as to guide the thief to
steal from his sick brother the medicine which should restore
his health? the balsam which should close his wounds? the
clothing which should shield his trembling limbs from the
severity of the winter? the drink which should moisten his
fainting lip? the bread which should save his soul alive?
Such is the importance of oursecrecy: were there no other
ties upon our affections or consciences, than merely the sense
of the injury we should do to the poor and the wretched, by
a transgression of this rule, I am persuaded it would be saf-
ficient to lock up the tongue of every man who professes
himself to be a mason.

The Freemason’s Memento.

—M—Magnitude, Moderation, Magnanimity.
— A —Affability, Affection, Attention.

— S —Silence, Secrecy, Security.

— O0—Obedience, Order, (Economy.

— N—Noble, Natural, Neighborly.

— R—Rational, Reciprocative, Receptive.
—Y—-Yleldmg, Ypright, Yare.

EXPLANATION.
Masom-y, of things, teacheth how to attain the
just - - - - - - - <« - JMagnitude,
to inordinate affections, the art of - - JModeration;
It inspires the soul with true - - _ JMagnanintily.
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;al Masonry likewise! teacheth us - - - - - Jdffability,
n

th
o
|

to love each other with true - - - - - Jdffection,
and to pay to things sacred a just - - - Jtfention.

It instructeth us how to keep - - - - Silence,.
to maintain - - - - - - - - - - Secrecy,
andpreserve - - - - - - - - - - Security.

Also, to whom it isdue, - - - - - Obedience,
to observe good - - - - - . - - - QOrder,

and a commendable - - - - - - - (Economy.
It likewise teacheth us how to be worthily  Noble,
truly - - - - - - - - - . - - Naturd,
and, without reserve, - - - - - - Neighbourly.
It instilleth principles indisputably - - Rational,
and formeth in us a disposition - - Reciprocative,
and - - - - - - - - .- - - - Receptive.
It maketh us to things indifferent - - Vielding,

to what is absolutely necessary, perfectly - ¥pright,*
and to do all that is truly good, most willingly, Fare.}

An Address to Free-magons in General.

Stretch forth your bands to assist a brother, whenever it
is in your power; to be always ready to go any where to
serve him; to offer your warmest petitions for his welfare;
to open your breasts and hearts to him; to assist him with
your best counsel and advice; to sooth the anguish of his soul,
and betray no confidence he reposes in you; tosupport him
with your authority; to use your utmost endeavours to pre-
vent him from falling; to relieve his wants as far as you ars
able, without injuring yourselves or your families. 1In short,
mutually to support and assist each other, and earnestly to

romote one another’s interests, are duties which (well you
ow) are incumbent upon you. But do these duties al-
ways influence you? Are they not too often forgotten? Your
worthy brother too frequently neglected, and the stranger
Kreferred to those of your own household? Yeare connected
Yy solemn promises; let those always be so remembered as
to direct your actions: for then, and then only, will you
preserve your consciences void of offence, and prepare that
firm cement of utility and affection, which time will have no
power to destroy. :
*Fixed.——{Ready. Vide Johnson’s quarto Dictionary.
R5



@ [ o

194 MASTER-MASON.

Dr. S8mith’s impch‘shablc nature of Musonry.

The other societies of this world—empires, kingdoms and
commonwealths—being of less perfect constitutions, have
been of less permanent duration. Although men have busied
themselves, through all ages, in forming and reforming them,
in casting down and building up; yet still their labors have
been vain! The reason was—hear it and be wise, ye build-
ers of the present day—the reason was, that they daubed
with untempered mortar, and admitted into their structares,
the base, discordant, heterogeneous materials of pride, ambi-
tion, selfishness, ssmalice, guile, hypocrisies, envies and evil
speaking”—which we reject. . Hence their fabrics, unable
to support themselves, tumbled to the foundation, through
internal weakness, or were shaken to pieces by external
violence.

“The Egyptian, the Babylonian, the Assyrian, the Persian
empires; the commonwealths of Athens, of Sparta, and of
Rome, with many more of later date—Where are they now?
ssfall’n—{all’n—fall’n”’—the weeping voice of history re-
plies! The meteors of an age, the gaze of one part of the
world; they rose—they blazed awhile on high—they burst
and sunk again, beneath the horizon, to that place of oblivion,
where the pale ghosts of departed grandeur, fleet about in
sad lamentation of their former glory!

Such have been the changes and revolutions, which, as &
fraternity, we have seen. KFrom the bosom of the lodge,
(seated on an eminence) its foundations reaching the centre,
and its summit the sky; we have beheld, as upon a turbulent
ocean at an immense distance beneath us, the states of this
world alternately mounted up and cast down, as they have
regarded or neglected the principles described above; while,
supported by them, the sublime fabric of our constitution
has remained unshaken through ages—and,thus supported, it
shall remain; while the sun opens the day to gild its cloud-
capt towers, or the moon leads on the night to checker its
starry canopy. The current of things may roll along its
basis,* the tide of chance and time may beat against its
walls; the stormy gusts of malice may assault its lofty bat-
tlements, and the heavy rains of calumny may descend upon
its spacious roof—but all in vain. A building, thus con.

@ A few sentences which were left out in the London editions of the Ser-
monon S$t.Joha the Baptist’s day, 1755, as relating only to the society before
whain it was preached, are interwoven in this page,
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* structed and supported, is impregnable, from without; and
can then only be dissolved when the pillars of the universe
shall be shaken, and «the great globe itself, yea all which
it inherit, shall, like the bascless fabric of a vision,” pass
away before the Almighty Architect.

The working tools of a master mason are in a par-
ticular manner, the Holy Bible, the Square and the Com-
passes.® The sacred writings being the spiritual tres-
sel board on which the master draws, and from whence he
deduces his proper designs, it is appropriately circum-
scribed by the compass of reason, and lgid down agreea-
bly to the square of conscience. Thus the experienced mas-
ter, in his degree, in imitation of the glorious Creator of
all things, both in heaven and earth; the wise founder of
the universe, who with his far cxtended compasses, measures
worlds nnnumbered, prescribes their revolutions, and keeps
them within their orbs, should regulate his passions, curb
his desires, and, by an undeviating course of faith, hope, .
and charity, endeavour to qualify himself for a house not
made with hands, a habitation eternal in the heavens.

A Charge at Initiation into the Third Degree.
BrorER—Your zeal for our institutiop, the progress
you have made in our mystery, and your steadfast confor-
mity to our useful regulations, have pointed you out as a
proper object for this peculiar mark of our favor.

. Duty, honor, and gratitude, now bind you to be faithful
to every trust; to support the dignity of your character on
all occasions; and strenuously to enforce, by precept and ex-
ample, a steadfast obedience to the tenets of masonry. Ex-
emplary conduct on your part, will convince the world,

® Mr. Preston says, the working tools of a master mason are all the imple.

ments of masonry indiscriminately, but more especially the trowel; and our
- indefatigable brother Webb, thus elucidates its spiritual use.

“The trowel is an instrument made’use of by operative masons, to spread
the cement which unites a building into one common mass; but weas free
and accepted masons, are taught to make use of it for the more noble and
glorious purpose of spreading the cement of drotherly love and affection; that
cement which unites us into one sacred band, or society of friends and broth-
ers, among whom no contention should ever exist, but that noble contention,
or rather emulation, of who best can work, or best agree.”’

I have no objection to have the trowel used, asofien as it can be applied
to a purpose so beneficial to the craft, but must at the same time be al-
lowed to remark that this important instrument, is especially adapted to
the select master, a degree highly important, although not generally known,
The trowel has not, until of late, been considered as appertainiug to the degree
of master mason.— Compiler.
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that merit i§ the just title to our privileges, and that on you
otr favors are not undeservedly bestowed.

In this respectable character, you are authorized to cor-
-rect the irregularities of less informed brethren; to correct
their errors; to fortify their minds with resolution against
the snares of the insidious, and to guard them against every
allurement to vicious practices. To preserve unsullied the
reputation of the fraternity, ought to be your constant care,
and therefore it becomes your province to caution the inex-
perienced against a breach of fidelity. To your inferiors you
are to recommend obedience and submission; to your equals,
courtesy and affability; to your superiors, kindness and
condescension.© Universal benevolence you are zealously to
inculcate; and, by the regularity of your own conduct, en-
deavour to remove every aspersion against this venerable
institution. Our ancicent land-marks you are carefully to
preserve, and not suffor them, on any pretence, to be in-
fringed, or countenance a deviation from our established
usages and customs.

Your virtue, honaor and reputation, are concerned, in sup-
porting with dignity, the respectable character you now bear.
Let no motive, therefore, make youswerve from your duty,
violate your vows, or betray. your trust; but be true and
faithful, and imitate the example of that celebrated artist,
whom you have this evening represented. Thus you will
render yourself deserving of the honor which we have con-
ferred, ard worthy of the confidence that we have reposed.

The Muster’s, as well as the two preceding Degrees, are closed
in the name of St. John, to whose memory they are dedicated.
In modern* masonry it is given as a principle, why our
dedication of lodges is madeto St. John, that the masens
who engaged to coniquer the Holy Land, chose that saint for
their patron. Ishould be sorry to appropriate the Balsarian
sect of christians of St. John, as an explanation of this prin-
ciple; St. John obtains our dedication, asbeing the proclaimer
of that salvation which was at hand, by the coming of Christ;
and we, as a set of religious, assembling in the trae faith,
commemorate the proclamations of the Baptist. Inthe name
of St. John the Evangelist, we acknowledge the testimonies
;vhich he gives, and the divine Adyos, which he makes mani-
est.
® By modern masonry is meant its propagation-among the christian nations
af the world. .
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CHAPTER XI.

Observations on the Degreeof Present,or Past-Master.

ForMERLY none but those, who, having by a steady line of
conduct, and the most unremitting exertions, in the cause of
masonry, been selected by their brethren, and placged as chief
overseers of the work, were made acquainted with the mys-
tertes contained in this degree, and such only were consid-
ercd, as legally authorized to sit and act, as repreventatives
in the general grand cenventions; but in consequence of the
manner in which the divine influence of masonry has been
extended over the greater parts of the habitable globe, it
‘has been found conventent to confer this knowledge to any
‘worthy master, who may obtain the unanimous consent of
the past masters of the lodge, of which he is at the time a
member. No mastercan, however, obtain the honorary de-
‘gree of past master in any other lodge, than that of which
he is a working member, exceptin a chapter of R. A. Masons,
who possess the privilege of conferring all the intermediate
degrees, by a right inherent in them.®

s<It is a degree which should be carefully studied, and well
understood, by every master of a lodge. It treats of the
government of our society; the disposition of our rulers;
and illustrates their requisite qualifications, It includes the
ceremony of opening and closing lodges in the several pre-
ceding degrees; and also the forms of installation and con-
secration; in the grand lodge, as well as private lodges. It
comprehends the ceremonies at laying the foundation stones
of public buildings, and also at dedications and at funerals,
by a variety of particulars explanatory of those ceremonies.”

The following passages of scripture, serve to clucidate the
Joregoing degree:

Revelations, xi. 1. «“And there was given me a reed like
unto a rod; and tlie angel stood, saying, rise and measure
the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship
therein.””

Ezekiel xi. 8. ¢“And he brought me thither, and behold,
there was a man, whose appearance was like the appear-

gmm——;

¢ See constitution of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter.
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ance of brass; with a line of flax in his hand, and a mea-
suring reed; and he stood in the gate. i

4, «And the man said unto e, Son of man behold with
thine eyes, and hear with thine ears, and set thine heart
upon all that I shall shew thee; for the intent that I might
shew them unto thee, art thou brought hither: declare all that
thou seest to the house of Israel.

6. «Then came he unto the gate which looketh toward
the east, and went up the stairs thercof, and measured the
threshold®of the gate, which was one reed broad; and the
.other threshold of the gate, which was one reed broad.

8. «sHe measured also the porch of the gate within, one
reed.

26. «And there were seven steps to go up to it, and the
arches thereof were before them: and it had palm-trees, one
on this side, and another on that side, upon the posts thereof.

82. «And he brought me into the inner court toward the
east: and he measured the gate according to these mea-
sures.

49. «The length of the porch was twenty cubits, and the
breadth eleven cubits; and he brought me by the steps where-
by they went up fo it: and there were pillars#* by the posts,
one on this side, and another on that side.”

Jeremiah xv. 19. «Thou shalt stand before me: and if
thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as
my mouth.”

® See 1st Kings, vii. 21, and 2d Chronicles, iii. 16.
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CHAPTER XIIL
FOURTH, OR MARK MASTER-MASON’S DEGREE.

THis is one among other degrees, which will be duly noticed
in the subsequent part of this work, denominated appendant,
and may justly be considered an elucidation of the Second,
or Fellow Craft’s Degree. As aproof of my position, I again
introduce the most respectable authority, which has ever
fallen to my lot to peruse. Hutchinson, treating of the build-
ing of the Temple at Jerusalem, says:

The first worshippers of the God of nature, in the na-
tions of the east, represented the Deity by the figures of the
Sun and Moon, from the influence of those heavenly bodies
on the earth; professing that the universe was the temple
in which the Divinity was at all times, and in all places, pre-
sent.

They adopted these, with other symbols, as a cautious mode
of preserving or explaining divine knowledge: but we perceive
the danger arising from thence to religion; for the eye of
the ignorant, the bigot, and enthusiast, cast up towards these
objects, without the light of understanding, introduced the
worship of images, and at length the idols of Osiris and Isis
became the Gods of the Egyptians, without conveying to their
devotees the least idea of their great archetype. Other na-
tions (who had expressed the attributes of the Deity by out-
ward objects, or who had introduced pictures into the sacred
places, as ornaments, or rather to assist the memory, claim
devout attention, and warm the affections) ran into the same
error, and idols multiplied upon the face of the earth.

Amongst the ancients, the worshippers of idols, through-
out the world, had at last entirely lost the remembrance of
the original, of whose attributes their images were at first
merely symbols; and the second darkness in religion was
more tremendous than the first, as it was strengthened by
prepossession, custom, bigotry, and superstition.

Moses had acquired the knowledge of the Egyptians, and
derived the doctrines of truth from the righteous ones of the
nations of the east; he being also touched by divine influence,
and thence truly comprehending the light from out the dark
ness, taught the people of Israel the worship of the true God,
without the enigmas and pollutions of the idolatrous nations
which surrounded them.



200 'MARK-MASTER.

This was the second @ra of the worship of the God of na-
ture: and at this period the second stage of masonry arises.

The ruler of the Jews, perceiving how prone the minds of
ignorant men were to be led aside by show and ceremony;
. and that the eye being caught by pomp and solemn rites, per-
verted the opinion and led the heart asiray; and being con-
vinced that the magnificent festivals, processions, sacrifices
and ceremonials of the idolatrous nations, impressed the
minds of mankind with a wild degree of reverence and er-
thusiastic devotion, thought it expedient for the service of the
God of Israel, to institute holy offices, though in an humbler
and less ostentatious mode; well judging that the service and
adoration of the Deity, which was ouly clothed in simplicity
of manners, and humble prayer, must be established in the
Jjudgmeat and conviction of the heart of man; with which ig-
norance was ever weging war. :

In succeeding ages, Solomon built a Temple for the servica

of God, and ordained its rites and ceremonies to be perform-
ed with a splendour equal to the most extravagant pomp of
the idolaters. :
: As this Temple¥ received the second race of the servants
of the true God, and as the true Craftsmen were here preved
in their work, I will crave your attention to the circamstances
which are to be gathered from holy writ, and from histe-
rians, touching this structure, as an illustration of thoss
secrets in masonry, which may appear to my brethren, dark
or insignificant, unless they are proved from thence.

In the first beok of Kings, we are told that ¢Hiram, king
of Tyre, sent his servants unto Solomon, and Solomon sent
to Hiram, saying, Behold I intend to build a house unto the
name of the Lord my God. And Solomon raised a levy
out of all Israel, and the levy was thirty thousand men. And
he sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand a month, by courses;
a month they were in Lebanon, and two mounths at heme;
and Adoniram was over the levy. And Solomon had three-
score and ten theusand that bear burdens, sad fours~ore
thousand hewers in the mountains; besides the chief of
Bolomon’s officers which were over the work, three thou-
sand and three hundred, which raled over the people which

® Fazekiel gliv. 2. “The cast gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and
no man shall enter in by it, because the Lord, the God of Israel, hath entered
in by it, therefore it shall be shut” :
u;vf:{ "511‘.”““ is for the prince: the prince shall sit in it to eat bread before
e
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wrought in the work. And the King commanded, and they
brought great stones, costly stenes, and hewed stones,
to Iay the foundationof the house. And Solomon’s builders
and Hiram’s builders did hew them, and the stone-squarers
or Gibilites. In the fourth year was the foundation of the
house laid, and in the cleventh year was the house finished
throughout all the parts théreof, and according to all the fash-
ion of it. And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram -out of
Tyre. He was a.widow’s son of the tribe of Naphtali, and
his father was 'a man of Tyre, a worker in brass. He
cast two pillare’of brass, with twe chapiters, which were of
lily-work, and he set up the pillars in the porch of the Tem-
ple. And hosetup the right pillar, and he called the name
thereof Jachin; and he set up the left pillar, and called it
Beaz.” In the second book of Chronicles, we read that
sshe set three hundred and ten thousand of them to be bearers
of burthens, and fourscore thousand to be hewers in the
mountains; and three thousand and six hundred overseers
to set the people at work. And Solomon sent to Hiram,
king of Tyre, to send him a man cunning to work in gold
and in silver, in brass, in iron, in purple, in crimson, and
in blue, and skilfol in engravings. And Hiram sent unto
him a cunning man, endued with the understanding of Hi-
ram his father. And he made before the house two pillars,
and called the name of that on the right hand-Jachin, and
that on the left Boaz.®

When this splendid structure was finished, ¢«Solomon
stood before the altar of the Lord, in the presence of all the

® The raising pillars and obelisks was a custom of the eastern nations, and
of Egypt in particular; the use of which we are told was to record the extent
of dominion, and the tributes of nations subject to the Egyptian empire, &c. or
in cemmemoration of memorable events. Diodorus tells us, that Sesostris sig-
nalized his reign by the erection of two obelisks, which were cut with a de-
sign to acquaint posterity of the extent of his power, and the number of na-
tions he had conquered. Augustus, according to the report of Pliny, trans-
ported one of these obelisks to Rome, and placed it in the Campus Martius.
Pliny says the tians were the first devisers of such monuments, and that
Mestres, king of Heliopolis, erected the first. Mursham and others attribute
the invention to Jesostris. The obelisk of Shannesses exceeded all that had
preceded it: Constantine, and Constans, his son, caused it to be moved to
Rome, where it remains the noblest piece of Egyptian anti uity existing in
the world. S8qlomon had pursued this custom in erecting his pillars in the
porch of the temple, which he designed should be a memorial to the Jews
as they entered the holy place, to warm their minds with confidence and
faith; by this record of the promises made by the Lord unto his father David,
and which were repeated unto him in a vision, in which the voice of God
proclaimed, 1 Kings ix. 5, “I will establish the throne af thy kingdom upon
Israel forever.,”

26
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gation of Israel, and spread forth'kis hasds aud said,
O Lord God of Israel, there is no God like. thee in the heavea
and in the earth: O Lord my Ged hearken unto the cry
and the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee: &
Lord God turn not away the face of thime anvinted.”
In the conduct of this great work, we must admire the
sagacity of this pious architect; he discerned the mecessity
- there was to assign to pertions of his people, the particular
Isbour they were to pursue; he gave them particular signs
and secret tokens,* by which each rank shoald be distin-
guished, in order that the whole might procéed with propriety,
and without confusien; he selected those of mdst enlighiened
minds and comaprehemsive understandings, religious men,
piously zealous in geod works, as masters to ssperintend the
workmen; men skilful in geometry and proportions, who
had begn initiated and proved in the mystical learning of
the ancient sages; those he made oversears of the work: the
whole was conducted with that degree of hely reveremoe,
that even the noise ofa tool or instrument was net permitted
to disturb the sacred silence on Moriah, sanctified by the
presence of the Almighty, and by his miracsious works.
Was it not reasonable, then, to conceive, under this exalted
degree of pieus attention, that no part of this structure was
to be formed, but by men of pure bards and hely minds,
who bad professed themselves devoted to the service of the
trae God, and had enrolled themselves under the banner of
true religion and virtue. As the sons of Aaron alone were
admitted to the holy offices, and to the sacrificial rites, se
none but devotees were admitted to this labour. On this
stage, we see those religious who had received the truth and
the light of understanding as possessed by the first men em-
bodied as artificers, and engaged in this holy work as archi-
tects. This, together with the construction of the taberna-
cle under Moses, are the first instances of our predecessors
being exhibited to the world as builders: for, although it is
not to be doubted, the sages amongst the Hebrews, Egyp-
tiaus, Persians, Chaldeans, Greeks, Romans, Bramins,
Druids, and Bards, understood geometry and the rules of

© These were meant for the better conduct of the work, agd were totally
abstracted from those other principles which were the foundation of our
profession; they were 1uanual proofs of the part each was stationed to per-
form; the light which had possessed the soul, and which was the first prin-
ciple, was in nv wise to be distinguished by such signs and tekens, er re-
vealed, expressed, or communicated thereby.
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proportion and numbers, yet we have no evidence of their
being the actual executors of any plan in architecture; and
yet without question they were the projectors and superin
tendants of such works in every age and nation.

Without such regulations as Solomon had devised for
the government -of his servants, without such artificers,
and a superior wisdom overruling the whole, we should be
at a loss to account for the beginning, carrying on, and fin-
ishing that great work in the space of seven years and six
months, when the two succeeding temples, though much in-
ferior, employed so much more tife; and when we have
good authority to believe that the temple of Diana at Ephesus,
a structure not comparable to the temple at Jerusalem, was
two hundred and twenty years in building.

The building being conducted by a set of religious, makes
it matural to conceive, that from devotion and pious fervor,
as well as emulation, those employed had unceasing motives
to prompt their diligence, and preserve harmony and order;
as their labor was probationary, and led to an advancement
to superior privileges, higher points of knowledge, and at
the last, to that honorable preeminence of a master of the
holy work. ‘

Solomon himself was an extraordinary personage, and his
wisdom and magnificence had gained him the wonder and at-
tention of the neighbouring nations; but this splendid struc-
sture, the wonder of the earth, thus raised by the pious hands
of men laboring in the worship and service of the God of Is-

- rael, would of censequence extend his fame, and attract the:
admiration of the more distant parts of the world: his name,
and his artificers, would become the wonder of mankind, and
his works their example and emulation: from thence the ma-
sons of Solomon would be dispersed into different states, to
superintend the works of other princes, and there would con-
vert infidels, initiate brethren in their mysteries, and extend
their order over the distant quarters of the known world.

We find that the like distinction was retained on rebuild-
ing the temple in the reign of Cyrus, and that the work
was performed by the religious of the Israelites, and not
by ordinary mechanics; for they refused to admit the Sa-
maritans to a share of the work, although they petitioned
it, under the denomination of servants of the same God: but
they were rejected, as unworthy of the works of piety, and
unacceptable to the God of Israel: for though they profess-
ed themselves to he servants of the true God, they polluted
their worship by ido}s.
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‘Josephus, in"his Histery of the Antiguities of i Jows,
speaking of Solomon’s going about to erect the Temple at
Jerusalem, gives copies of the epistles which passed between
Solomon and Hiram of Tyre en that matter; and which he
says remained in his days preserved in:their boeks, and
amongst the Tyrians alse:* which epistles are as follow:;

Solomon. to King Hiram.

«Know thou, that my father weuld have built a temple to
God, but was hindered by wars and continual expeditions;
for he did not leave off to overthrow his enemies, till he
made them all subject to tribute: But I give thanks to God
for the peace I at present enjoy: and on thatacceunt I am at
leisure, and design to build an house to God; for God fore-
told to my father, that such an house should be built by me:
‘Wherefore I desire thee to send some of thy subjects with
mine to Mount Lebanon, to cut down timber; for the Sideo-
nians are more skilful than our people in cutting of woed:
as for wages for the hewers of wood, I will pay whatsoever
price thou shalt determine.” .

Hiram to King Solomen.

«There is reason te bless God that he hath committed thy
father’s government to thee, who art a wise man and endued
with all virtues: As for myself, I rejoice at the condition
thou art in, and will be subservient to thee in all thou re-
quirest; for when by my servants 1 have cut down many and
large trees, of Cedar and Cypress wood: I will send them
to sea, and will order my subjects to make floats of them,
and to sail to what placc soever of thy country thou shalt
desire, und leave them there; after which thy servants may
carry them to Jerusalem: but do thoun take care to procure,
corn for this timber, which we stand much in need of, be-
cause we inhabit an island.” '

Josephus, speaking of the progress of the building, says:
¢sSclomon sent for an artificer out of Tyre, whose name was
Hiram, by birth of the tribe of Naphtali, on the mother’s
side. 'This man was skilful in all sorts of works; hut his
chief skill lay in working in gold, silver, and brass: the one
of the pillars which he sct at the entrance of“the porch at
the right hand, he called Jachin, and the other at the left hand,
he called Boaz,” '

__* Eusebius preparat. Evanget. ix. 33, 34, has these letters, though great
disguised by Eupolemcus, from whom Eusebius had his copjes, &4
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Solomon was wise in all the learning of the ancients; he
was possessed of all the mystical knowledge of the east-
ern nations; and to perfect the same, was enlightened by
the immediate gift of heaven. It was also the mode and
manners of the times, in which the temple of Jerusalem was
erected, to use emblematical and symbolic ornaments in
the public edifices; a fashion derived from the hieroglyphic
monuments of the Egyptians, and the mysterious mode in
which their sages concealed their wisdom and learning from
the vulgar eye, and communicated science to those of their
own order only. .

'The pillars erected at the porch of the temple were not
only ornamental, but also carried with them an emblemati-
cal import in their names. Boaz being in its literal trans-
lation, in thee is strength; and Jachin, it shall be estublished;
which, by a very natural transposition, may be put thus: 0
Lord thou art mighty, and thy power is established from ever-
lasting to everlasting: Or otherwise they might imply, as
Boaz was the father of David, the house (if David shall be
establishe.l forever. I am justitied in this latter application,
by the express words of Nathan the prophet unto David, in-
spired by the vision of the Lord.,

2 Sam. vii. 12—<“And when thy days be fulfilled, and
thoy shalt sleep with thy fathers; I will set up thy seed
after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will
establish his kingdom.

Ver. 18. ¢«He shall build an house for my name, and I
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.

- Ver, 16. <Aund thine house and thy kingdom shall be es-
tablished forever before thee; thy throne shall be established
orever.”

This degree of masonry was not less useful in its original
ipstitution, nor are its effects less beneficial to mankind,
than those which precede it,

By the influence of this degree, each operative mason, at
the erection of the temple of Solemon, was known and dis-
tinguished by the Senior Grand Warden.

By its effects the disorder and confusion that might other-
wise have attended so immense an undertaking was com-
pletely prevented; and not only the craftsmen themselves,
who were eighty thousand in number, but every part of their
workmanship, was discriminated with the greatest nicety,
and the utmost facility. If defects were found, by the help
of this degree, the overseers were enabled, without difficulty,
to ascertain who was the faulty workman: so that deficien-
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cies might be remedied without injuring the credit, or dimin-
ishing the reward of the industrious and faithful of the craft.

Charge to be read at opening the Lodge.

«Wherefore, brethren, lay aside all malice, and guife,
and hypocricies, and envies, and all evil speakings.

«If sobe ye have tasted that the Lord is gracieus, to whom
eoming as unto a living stene, disallowed indeed of men,
Bbut chosen of God, and precious; ye also, as living stones,
be ye built up a spiritual house, an hely pricstheod, to offer
up sacrifices acceptable to God. )

«Wherefore, also, it is contained in the scriptures, Be-
hold, I lay in Zion, for a foundation, a tried stome, 2 pre-
cieus corner stone, a sure foundatien; he that believeth shall
not make haste to pass it qver. Unto you, therefore, which
believe, it is an honor; and even to them whichk be disobe-
dient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is
made the head of the corner.

«Brethren, this is the will of God, that with well-doing
ye put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. As free, and
not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as
the servants of God. Honor all men, love the brotherhood,
fear God.”

L)

REMARKS 6N THE FOURTH LECTURE.
The First Section.

The first section explains the manner of convocating and
opening a mark master’s lodge. It teaches the statious and
duties of the respective officers, and recapitulates the mys-
tic ceremony of introducing a candidate. _

In this section is exemplified the regularity and good or-
der that was observed by the craftsmen on Mount Libanus,
and in the plains and quarries of Zeredathah, and it ends
with a beautiful display of the manner in which one of the
principal events originated, which characterizes this degree.

“The Second Section.

In the second section the mark master is particularly in-
structed in the origin and history of this degree, and the in-
dispensable obligations he is under to stretch forth his as-
sisting hand to the relief of an indigent and worthy brother,
to a certain and specified extent.

Charity, heaven-born charity, is here particularly incul-
cated, and specially enjoined.
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Charity, in the works of morilists, is defined to be the
love of -our brethren, or a kind of brotherly affection one
towards another. The rule and standard that this babit is
to be examined . and regulated by, among christians, is the
love we bear to ourselves, or that the Mediator bore to-
wards us; that is, it must be unfeigned, constant, and out of
no other design than their happiness.

. Sizch are the general sentiments which the ancients enter-
tained of this virtue, and what the modern moralists and
christians define it to be at this day.

In what character charity should be received among ma-
sons, is now my pucrpose further to define, as it stands lime
ited to our ewn society. ¥ ‘

As being so limited, we are not, through that channel, sub-
ject.to be imposed on by false pretences; and are certain of
the proper and merited administration of it. It is hence
to be hoped, that it exists with us without dissembling or
hypacrisy, and lives in sincerity and truth: that benefits re-
ceived impress a lively degree of gratitude and affection on
the minds of masons, as their bounties should be bestowed
with cheerfulness, and unacqnainted with the frozen finger
of reluctance: the benevolence of our society should be se

® 1 Corinthians, xiii. 1. “Though I speak with the tonfu of men and of
uge};; l.ami have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling
cym

y2. “And tho I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries,
and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove moun-
tains, m?l have not bc:'arity;llun nothing. o the

3 “And though | bestow all my goods to poor, and though I give
my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. §

4. “Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunt.
eth not itself, is not puffed up.

5. “Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily
provoked, thinketh no evil

6. “Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth,

7. “Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth alt
things.

8 E’Charity never faileth; but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail;
whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it
shall vanish away.

9. “For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.

10. “But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part
shall be done away.

11. “WhenI was a child, I spake as a child, T understood as a child,

t as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.

12. “For now we see through a glass, darkly, but then face to face; now I
koow in rﬂ; but then shall I know, even as also I amknown.

13. “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of
thewe is charity.”
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mutual and brotherly, that each ought to evideavonr to Ten-
der good offices, as readily as he.would receive them.#

In order to excrcise this virtue. both in the character of
masons and in common life, with propriety, and agreeable
to such principles, we should forget every -obligation but
affection; for otherwise it were to confound charity with
duty. The feelings of the heart'ouglhit te direct the hand of
charity. To this purpose we should be divested of everyides
of superiority, and estimate oursélves as being of the same
rank and race of men: in this disposition of mind we may
be susceptible of those sentiments, which‘charity delighteth
in, to feel the wocs and miseries of others with a geneaine
and true sympathy of soul: Compassion is of heavenly birth;
it is one of the first characteristics of humanity. Peculiar
to our race, it distinguishes us from the rest of creatisun.t

He whose bosom is locked up against compassion is a
barbarian; his manncrs must be brutal—his mind gloomy
and morose—and his passions as savage as the beasts of the
forest.

What kind of man is he, who, full of opulence, and in
whose hand abundance eoverflows, can look on virtue in dis-

* “The misplacing of a benefit is worse than the not receiving of it; foe
the one is another man’s fault, but the other is mine. The error of the giver
does of't times excuse the ingratitude of the receiver; for a favor ill placed
is rather a profusion than a benefit. It is the most shameful of losses, an in-
considerate bounty. I will choose a man ofintegrity, sincere, considerate,
grateful, temperate, well-natured, neither covetous nor sordid; and when I
have obliged such a man, though not worth a groat in the world, I have gain-
ed myend. If we give only to receive, we lose the fairest objects for our
charity; the absent, the sick, the captive, and the needy.”—Seneca of Benefits.

“The rule is, we are to give as we would receive, cheerfully, quickly, and
without hesitation; for there is no grace in a henefit that sticks to the fingers.
A benefit should be made acceptable by all possible means, even to the end
that the receiver, who is never to forget it, may bear it in his mind with sat-
isfaction.”—ibid.

“It isnot the value of the present, but the benevolence of the mind, that
we are to consider; that whioh is given with pride and ostentation, is rather
an ambition than a bounty.” —ibid. . .

1 The principles which alone should attend a candidate for initiation to our
society, are pathetically represented in the 15th chapter of Psalms, as fol-
lows: .

h‘l}s “Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall abide in thy boly
s

2. “He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh
the truth in his heart. ; ' ‘

3. “He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doth evil to his neighbour;
nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.

4. “In whose eves a vile person is contemned; but he honoreth them that
fear the Lord; he that sweareth to his own hurt and changeth not.

5. “He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor tuketh reward against
the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved.



MARK-MASTER. 209

tress, and merit in misery, without pity? Who could behold
without tears, the desolate and forlorn estate of a widow,
who, in early life, having been brought up in the bosom of a
tender mother, without knowing care, and without tasting
of necessity, was not befitted for adversity; whose soul was
pure as innocence, and full of honor; whose mind had been
brightened by erudition, under an indulgent father; whose
youth, untutored in the school of sorrows, had been flattered
with the prospect of days of prosperity and plenty; one,
who at length, by the cruel adversity of winds and seas, with
her dying husband, is wrecked in total destruction and beg-
gary; driven by ill fortune, from peace and plenty; and
from the bed of ease, changes her lot to the dank dunghil,
for the relief of her weariness and pain; grown meagre with
necessity, and sick with woe; at her bosom hanging herfam.
ished infant, draining off the dregs of parental life, for sus-
tenance; bestowed from maternal love—yiclding existence
to support the babe. Hard-hearted covetousness, and proud
titles, can you behold such an object, dry eyed? Can avarice
grasp the mite which should sustain such virtue? Can high
life lift its supercilious brow above such scenes in human
life; above such miseries sustained by a fellow-creature? If
perchance the voice of the unfortunate and wretched widow
is heard in complainings, when wearying patience and re-
laxing resignation breathes a sigh, whilst modesty forbids
her supplication; is not the groan, the sigh, more pathetic
to your ear, you rich ones, than all the flattering petitions
of a cringing knave, who touches your vanity, and tickles
your follies; extorting from your very weaknesses, the pros.
tituted portion of charity. Perhaps the fatal hour is at hand,
when consolation is required. to close the last moments of
this unfortunate one’s life: can the man absorbed in plea-
sure roll hischariot wheels beyond the scene of sorrow, with-
out compassion, and without pity see the last convulsion, and
the deadly gaze, which paint misery upon the features of an
expiring saint! If angels weep in heaven, they weep for
such: if they can know contempt, they feel it for the weal-
thy, who bestow not of their superfluitics, and snatch not
from their vices what would gladden souls sunk in the woes
of worldly adversity. The cycs of cherubims view with
delight the exercise of such benevolence as forms the cha-
racter of the good Samaritan: saints touch their golden lyres
to hymn humaaity's fair history in realms of bliss; ana ap-

x7
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probation shines upon the countenance divine of omnipre-
sence, when a man is found in the exercise of virtue.

What should that human wretch be called, who, with pre-
meditated cruelty and avarice, devises mischief, whilst he is
conscious of his neighbour’s honesty; whilst he sees him in-
dustriously, day by day, laboring with sweaty brow and
weary limbs, toiling with cheerfulness for bread, on whose
exerted labor, an affectionate and virtuous wife and healthy
children, crowding his narrow hearth with naked feet, de-
pend for sustenance; whilst he perceives him, with integrity
more than human, taking scrupulously his own, and wrong-
ing no man for his hunger or his wants; whilsthe sees him,
with fatigued sinews, lengthen out the toil of industry, from
morn to night, with unremitting ardour, singing to elude re-
pining, and smoothing his anxieties and pain with hope, that
he shall reward his weariness by the overflowings of his
wife’s cheerful heart, and with the smiles of his feeding in-
fants? What must he be who knows such a man, and, by his
craft or avarice, extorts unjust demands, and brings him into
beggary? What must he be, who sees such a man deprived,
by fire or water, of all his substance, the habitation of his
infants lost, and nothing left, but nakedness and tears—and
seeing this, affords the sufferer no relief? Surely in nature,
few such wretches do exist! but if such be, it is not vain pre-
sumption to proclaim, that, like accursed Cain, they are dis-
tinguished as the outcast of God’s mercies, and are left on
earth to live a life of punishment.

The objects of true charity, are merit and virtue in dis-
tress; persons who are incapable of extricating themselves
from misfortunes which have overtaken them in old age;
industrious men, from inevitable accidents and acts of prov-
idence, rushed into ruin; widows left survivors of their hus-
bands, by whose labors they subsisted; orphans in tender
years left naked to the world.

What are the claims of such, on the hand of charity, when
you compare them to the miscreants who infest the doors
of every dwelling with their importunities: wretches wan-
dering from their homes, shewing their distortions and their
sores, to prompt compassion: with which ill-gotten gains, in
concert with thieves and vagabonds, they revel away the
hours of night, which conceals their iniquities and vices.

Charity, when misapplied, loses her titles; and, instead of
being adorned with the dress of virtue, assumes the insig-
nificance, the bells and feathers of folly.

&
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Tn the course of the lecture, a sclection of the following
texts of scripture are introduced, and ought to be explain-
ed, viz: '

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor alaw-giver
from between his fvet, until Shiloh tome; and unto him
shall the gathering of the people be.—Gen. c. 49, v. 10.

But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his
hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God
of Jacob; (from thence is the Shepherd, the stone of Is-
rael.)—@Gen. c. 49, v. 24.

And the people said unto Joshua, The Lorp our God
will we serve, and his voice will we obey.—Josh. c. 24,
V. 4.

So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and
set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.—Josh. c.
24, v, 25.

And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of
God, and took a great stone, and set it up there under an
oak, that was by the sanctuary of the Lorn.—Josh. c. 24,
v. 26.

And Joshua said unto all the people, Behold, this stone
shall be a witness unto us; for it hath heard all the words of
the Lorp which he spake unto us: it shall be, therefore, a
witness unto you, lest yedeny your God.—Josh. c. 24, v. 27.

The stone which the builders refused is become the head
stone of the corner.—Psalm c. 118, v. 22.

Thercfore, thus saith the Lord Gopn, Behold I lay in
Zion for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious
corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not
make haste.—Isa. c. 28, v. 16.

And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone. of stumb-
ling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Isracl,
for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.—
Isa. c. 8, v. 14,

A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will
I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out
of your flésh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.—Ixze.
c. 36, v, 26.

Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the out-
ward sanctuary which looketh toward the east, and it was
shut.—Exe. c. 44, v. 1.

It is for the prince; the prince, he shall sit in it to eat
bread before the Lowp; he shall enter by the way of the
porch of that gate, and shall go out by the way of the same.
—Exe. c. 44‘ Ve 8.
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And the Lorop said unto me, Son of man, mark well,
and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears all
that I say unto thee, concerning all the ordinances of the
house of the Lorop, and all the laws thereof; and mark
well the entering in of the house, with every going forth of
the sanctuary.—Eze. c. 44, v. 5.

Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scrip-
tures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is
become the head of the corner: this is the Lord’s deimg,
and it is marvellous in our eyes!?——AMat. c. 21, v. 42.

And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which
the builders rejected, is become the head of the corner.—
HMark c. 12, v. 10.

And he beheld them, and said, What is this then that is
written, 'The stone which the builders rejected, the same
is become the head of the corner?—Luke c. 20, v. {7.

This is the stone which was set at sought of you builders,
which is become the head of the corner.—Jcts c. 4, v. 11,

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to
eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone,
and in the stone a new name written, which no man know-
eth, saving he that receiveth it.—Rev. c. 2, v. 17.

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches.—Rev. c. 3, v. 18.

'%‘he working tools of a mark master are the chisel and
mallet.

The chisel morally demonstrates the advantages of dis-
cipline and cducation. The mind, like the diamond, in its
original state, is rude and unpolished; but, as the effect of
the chiscl on the external coat soon presents to view the la-
tent beauties of the diamond, so education discovers the la-
tent virtues of the mind, and draws them forth to range the
large field of matter and space, to display the sunumnit of hu-
man knowledge, our duty to God and to man,

The mallet morally teaches us to correct irregularities,
and to reduce man to a proper level; so that, by qoiet de-
portment, he may, in the school of discipline, learn to be
content. What the mallet is to the workman, enlightened
reason is to the passions: it curbs ambition, it depresses
envy; it moderates anger, and it encourages good disposi-
tions; whence arises, among good masons, that comely
ordcer,

“Which nothing earthly gives, or can destroy—
“The soul’s calm sunshine, and the heart-felt jo;';"
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Charge to be delivered when a Candidate is advanced to the
Fourth Degree.

Brorrer—I congratulate you on having been thought
worthy of being promoted to this honorable degree of ma-
sonry. Permit me to impress it on your mind, that your
assiduity should ever be commensurate with your duties,
which become more and more extensive as you advance in
masonry.

The situation to which you are now promoted will draw
upon you not only the scrutinizing eyes of the world at
large, but those also of your brethren, on whom this de,
of masonry has not been conferred: all will be justified in
expecting your conduct and behaviour to be such as may
with safety be imitated.

In the honorable character of mark master mason, it is
more particularly your duty to endeavor to let your con-
duct in the lodge, and among your brethren, be such as may
stand the test of the Grand Overseer’s square, that you may
not, like the unfinished and imperfect work of the negligent
and unfaithful of former times, be rejected and thrown aside,
as unfit for thatspiritual building, that house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.

‘While such is your conduct, should misfortunes assail you,
should friends forsake you, should envy traduce your good
name, and malice persecute you; yet may you have confi-
dence, that among mark master masons, you will find friends
who will administer relief to your distresses, and comfort in
your afflictions; ever bearing in mind, as a consolation un-
der all the frowns of fortune, and as an encouragement to
hope for better prospects, that the stone which the builders
rejected, (possessing merits to them unknown) became the
chi'ctf stone of the corner.

"he following passages of Holy Writ, serve, in an emi-
nent manner, to elucidate this degree.

Exodus, xxii. 26.—sIf thou at all take thy neighbour’s
raiment to pledge; thou shalt deliver it unto him by that the
sun goeth down.” ‘

Deuteronomy, xxiv, 6.—¢No man shall take the nether
or the upper mill-stone to pledge: for he taketh a man’s life

to plgige.”
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THE FOLLOWING SONG,

Written by Brother T. S. TWebb, P. G. M. of the State of Rhode-
sland, is sung during the Closing Ceremony:

TUNE——%GOD SAVE GREAT WASH[SGTON.”

(G For another Tune to the following Song, see Appendix.]
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Those who have pass’d the Square,
For your rewards prepare,

Join heart and hand;
Each with his mark in view,
March with the just and true;
Wages to you are due,

At your command.

Hiram the widow’s son,
Sent unto Solomon
Our great key-stone; .
On it appears the name
‘Which raises high the fame
Of all to whom the same
~ Is truly known.

Now to the westward move,
Where, full of strength and love,
Hiram doth stand;
But if impostors are
Mix’d with the worthy there,
Caution them to beware
Of the right hand.

Now to the praise of those

‘Who triumphed o’er the foes
Of mason’s art; ;

To the praiseworthy three,

- Who founded'this degree:

May all their virtuesbe
Deep in ourhearts:
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MARK MASTER’S S3ONG—WRITTEN BY BROTHER 8. C.
Tune— The Star-Spangled Banner.”
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Mark well every craftsman whose jewel is bright,
If his task is well finished he will him requite;
Each keeping his eye on the mark we’ve in view,
We’ll firmly march on with the just and the true.
Then join heart and hand,
'Tis your’s to command
The reward of your merit, so make your demand;
Exhibit your work, for if clear of defect,
You merit reward from the chief architect.

The widow’s son, Hiram, * the key-stone did bring,
To God’s own anointed, the great Hebrew king;
On it may be found what exalts high our fame,
If rightly decyphered, a mystical name.
® Kings, chapter 7, verse 14.

28
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The chief architect
Did this key-stone inspect,
And approved of the same, for *twas free from defect;
Exhibit your work, then, for wages prepare,
The Lord of the vineyard will pay each his share.

In the W. stands a brother, who will represent,
That fam’d skilful architect, he who was sent,
But while in his office he thus takes his stand,
Beware all impostors, how you stretch your hand;
Be cautious, reflect,
You have cause to expect,
*Tis his business, impostors and cowan’s to detect,
Then display your own work, to deceive him dont dare,
Or in paying the Craft, youw’ll receive a just share.

Let posterity bless the names of the three,
‘Who founded and handed to us this degree:
May their firmness and virtue, by us be enjoyed,
While this world is our Lodge, and we’re therein employed;
Our efforts should be,
‘Who best may agree, .
And receive from his master the highest degree,
Well remembring if we do not fail to prepare,
The Lord of the vineyard will pay us our share.

Previous to closing the Lodge, the following Parable is recited:

Matthew, xx. 1—16.—¢For the kingdom of heaven is like
unto a man that is an householder, which went out early in
the morning to hire laborers into his vineyard. And when
he had agreed with the laborers for a penny* a day, he sent
them into his vineyard. And he went out about the third
hour, and saw others standing idle in the market place, and
said unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatso-
ever isright I will give you. And they went their way.
Again he went about the sixth and ninth hour, and did like-
wise. And about the eleventh hour, he went out and found
others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye
here all the day idle2 They say unto him, Because no man
hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the

* The Roman penny is the eighth part of an ounce, which, at the rate of
five shillings the ounce, is seven pence half penny sterling—equal to twelve
and a half cents.
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vineyard, and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive.
So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto
his steward, Call the laborers, and give them their hire,
beginning from the last unto the first. And when they came
that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every
man a penny. Butwhen the first came, they supposed that
they should have received more, and they likewise received -
every man a penny. And when they had received it, they
murmured against the good man of the house, saying, These
last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them
cqual unto us, which have borne the burthen and heat of
the day. But he answered one of them, and said, Friend,
1 do thee no wrong: didst net thou agree with me for a penny?
"I'ake that thine is, and go thy way; I will give unto this
last even as unto thee. Isit not lawful for me to do what
I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil because I am good?
So the last shall be first and the first last: for many be call-
ed, but few chosen.”

A Prayer to be used at the closing of a lodge of Mark-Mas-
ter Masons, by Rev. Brother John Hargrove, Grand Chap-
lain of Maryland.

Glorious Architect of the Universe—who alone art in- .
finite and eternal, omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent.

We desire gratefully to acknowledge thy protecting mer-
¢y, through all the past and perilous scenes of life; and we
beseech thee still to continue to be gracious; and toincrease
in us all those heavenly dispositions, which are calculated
to dignify our character as men, and as masons; that we
may thereby be enabled to let our silight shine before men,”
and aid in promoting the strength and beauty of thy spiri-
tual temple.

And whether we be stationed, by thee, our gracious and
unerring grand master, in the plains of Zeredathah, or on
the mountains of Libanus; whether in using the chisel and
the mallet, on the rough ashler; or in putting on the top-
stone of our mystic building; do thou, in mercy, direct thy
boly angels; whom thou hast stationed at the four cornersof
the earth, to restrain the four winds of the earth; (or every
evil influence) from operating to the injury of any of thy
faithful workmen, until they be called off from all their
earthly labours, to receive the wages thou hast promised
them, and be sealed in their foreheads, and receive that
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awhite stone, in which there is a new name, that none know-
eth, save him who receiveth it.

And to thee, our great Creator, and gracious redeemer
and benefactor, we will ascribe, as im duty bound, all pos-
sible ¢blessing, and honour, and glory, and power,” now,
and for evermore.—4men.

The ceremony of closing a lodge in this degree, when pro-
perly conducted, is peculiarly interesting. It assists in
strengthening the social affections; it teaches usthe duty we
owe to our brethren in particular; and the whole family of
mankind in general; by ascribing praise to the meritorious,
and dispensing rewards to the diligent and industrious.
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CHAPTER XIIIL

The Fifth, or Degree of Select Master.

For the following elucidation of this most beautiful and ex-
planatory degree, I am indebled to the pen of my worthy
and esteemed brother, the M. E. H, P. of Royal Arch Chap-
ter, No. 2, Baltimore, by whose exertions, aided by those
of the Most Eminent Past Grand High Priest of the Grand
' Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Maryland, and District
of Columbia, not only the Pegree of Royal dArch, but also
all the important intermediate degrees have been brought
to a state of perfection, in this City, heretofore unknown.,—
ComPILER.

We know of no degree in masonry, thathas a more need-
ful, oxr more important connexion with another, than the
Select with the Royal Arch. Itfills upa chasm, which eve-
ry intelligent Royal Arch Mason has observed, and without
it, it seems difficult, if not impossible, to comprehend clearly
some of the mysteries that belong to the august degree of
Roiyal Arch.

Ut is strange, and it is also unfortunate, that very few
have received the useful knowledge made known in the Se-
lect;—and, indeed, such is the nature of the degree, that we
cannot feel freedom to allude remotely to the nature of its
secrets. We may, however, pronounce it the key to the arch.

There is reason to believe that this degree was in use
long before those of Most Excellent, or Mark Master; yet
why it has not been more generally introduced can be ac-
counted for, only in the severe duty it imposes on individ-
uals who would work in it to retain its manner, method and
history. Yet it is exceedingly interesting in all its parts,
and calculated to produce the most happy impressions pre-
paratory to receiving that of Royal Arch.

Though this degree is known to some persons in many
parts of the United States, we are not informed that it is
fully worked in, any where but in Baltimore. We have
been told that a regular chapter of the Select, was held at
Charleston, 8. C. many years ago; but believe it has de-
clined.

The following extracts from holy writ, shed a bright ray
of light on some of the mysteries in this degree, which may
not be written:
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1 Kings, ii. 42.—And the king sent and called for Shimei,
and said unto him, Did I not make thee to swear by the
Lord, and protested unto thee, saying, Know for a certain,
on the day thou goest out, and walkest abroad any whither,
that thou shalt surely die? and thou saidst unto me, The
word that I have heard is good.

43. Why then hast thou not kept the oath of the Lord,
and the commandment that I have charged thee with?

44. The king said moreover to Shimei, Thou knowest all
the wickedness which thine heart is privy to, that thou didst
to David my father: therefore the Lord shall return thy
wickedness upon thine own hcad;

45. And king Solomon shall de blessed, and the throne of
David shall be established before the Lord forever.

46. So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoida;
which went out and fell upon him, that he died. And the
kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon.

1 Kings, v. 17.—And the king commanded, and tbey
brought great stones, costly stones, and hewed stones, to
lay the foundation of the house.

18. And Solomon’s builders, and Hiram’s builders dld
hew them, and the stone-squarers: so they prepared timber
and stones to build the house,

1 Kings, vi. 14.—80 Solomon built the house, and fin-
ished it.

15. And he built the walls of the house within with boards
of cedar, both the floor of the house, and the walls of the
cieling: and he covered them on the inside with wood, and
covered the floor of the house with planks of fir.

16. And he built twenty cubits on the sides of the house,
both the floor and the walls with boards of cedar: he even
built them for it within, EVEN FOR THE ORACLE, EVEN POR
THE MOST HOLY PLACE.

19. And the oracle he prepared in the house within, to
get there the ark of the covenant of the Lord.

20. And the oracle in the fore-part was twenty cubits in
length, and twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty cubits in
the height thereof: and he overlaid it with pure gold; and
so covered the altar which was of cedar.

21. So Solomon overlaid the house within with pure
gold: and he made a partition by the chains of gold before
the oracle; and he overlaid it with gold.

36. And he built the inncr court with three rows of hewed
stone, and a row of cedar beams.
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37, In the fourth year was the foundation of the house
of the Lord laid, in the month Zif:

88. And in the eleventh year, in the month Bul, which
is the eighth month, was the house finished throughout all
the parts thereof, and according to all the fashion of it.
So was he seven years in building it.

1 Kings, vii. 13.—And king Solomon sent and fetched
Hiram out of Tyre.

14. He was a widow’s son of the tribe of Napthali, and
his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass: and he
was filled with wisdom, and understanding, and cunning to
work all works in brass. And he came to king Solomon,
and wrought all his work.

51. So was ended all the work that king Solomon made
for the house of the Lord. And Solomon brought in the
things which David his father had dedicated; even the sil-
ver, and the gold and the vessels, did he put among the trea-
sures of the house of the Lord.

1 Kings, viii. 12.—Thenspake Solomon, THE LoRD sAID
HE WOULD DWELL IN THE THICK DARKNESS.

15. I have surely built thee an house to dwell in, a set-
tled place for thee to abide in for ever.

27. But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the
heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how
much less this house that I have builded?

- 28, Yethave thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant,
and to his supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto
* the cry and to the prayer, which thy servant prayeth be-
fore thee to-day.

29. That thine eyes may be open toward this house night
and day even toward the place of which thou hast said, My
name shall be there: that thou mayest hearken unto the
prayer which thy servant shall make toward this place.

30. And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant
and of thy people Israel, when they shall pray toward this
place: and hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place: and
when thou hearest, forgive.

s1. If any man trespass against his neighbour, and an
oath be laid upon him to cause him to swear, and the oath
come before thine altar in this house:

82. Then hear thou in heaven, and do, and Judge thy
servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his way upon
his head; and justifying the rightcous, to give him accord-
ing to lus righteousness.
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Psalm cxxxii. 12.—If thy children will kesp my covenant
and my testimony that I shall teach them, their children
also shall sit upon thy throne for evermore.

18. For the Lord hath chosen Zion: he hath desired it
for his habitation.

14. This is my rest forever; here will I dwell, for I bave
desired it.

15. I will abundantly bless her provision; I will satisfy
her poor with bread.

16. I will alsoclothe her priests with salvation: and her
saints shall shout aloud for joy.

17. There will I make the horn of David to bud: I have
ordained a lamp for mine anointed.

18. His enemies will I clothe with shame: but upon him-
self shall his crown flourish.

Psalm cxxxv. 1.—Praise ye the Lord, Praise ye the
name of the Lord; praise him, O ye servants of the Lord.

2. Ye that stand in the house of the Lord, in the courts
of the house of our God,

8. Praise ye the Lord; for the Lerdis good; sing praises
unto his name; for it is pleasant,

4. For the Lord hath chosen Jaceb unto himself, and
Israel for his peculiar treasure.

5. For I know that the Lord is great, and that our Lord
is above all gods.

6. Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in heaven,
and in earth, in the seas, and in all deep places.

Psalm xv. 1.—Lord who shall abide in thy tabernacle?
who shall dwell in thy holy hill?

2. He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness,
and speaketh the truth in his heart.

3. He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil
to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his
neighbour.

4, In whose eyes a vile person is contemned, but he hon-
oreth them that fear the Lord. He that sweareth to his
own hurt, and changeth not.

5. He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh
reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things
shall never be moved.

The officers of this degree, represent K. S. H. of T. and
H. A. B. the conductor of the works, the captam of K. S’s
guard, and his grand steward. The working toolisa trowel.#

¢ Sce note to page 195.
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CHAPTER XIV.

Remarks on the Sixth, or Most Excellent Master’s
Degree.

Non~e but the meritorious and praiseworthy; none but
those, who, through diligence and industry, have progressed
far towards perfection; none but those who have been seat-
ed in the Oriental Chair, by the unanimous suffrages of their
brethren, can be admitted to this degree of masonry.

In its original establisihment, when the temple of Jerusa-
lem was finished, and the fraternity celebrated the cape-
stone with great joy, it is demonstrable that none but those,
who had proved themselves to be complete masters of their
profession, were admitted to this honor; and, indeed, the du-
ties incumbent on every mason, who is accepted and acknow-
ledged as a most excellent master, are such as render it in-
dispensable that he should have a perfect knowledge of all
the preceding degrees.

One of the following passages of scripture is rehearsed
at opening, accompanied by solemn ceremonies:

Psalm xxiv.—<The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness
thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. For he
hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the
floods. Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? and who
shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and
a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity,
nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from
the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation;
This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy
face, O Jacob. Selah, Lift up your heads, O ye gates,
and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of
Glory shall come in. Who is this King of Glory? The
Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle. Lift
up your heads, O ye gates, even lift them up, ye everlasting
doors, and the King of Glory shall come in. Who is this
Isiing of Glory? The Lord of Hosts, he is the King of Glory.

elah.”

Psalm cxxii.—¢I was glad when they said unto me, Let
us go into-the house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand
within thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as

29
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a city that is compact together: whither the tribes goup,
the tribes of the Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, to give
thanks unto the name of the Lord. For there are set
thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper that
love thee. Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity with-
in thy palaces. For my brethren and companions’ sakes,
I will now say, Peace be within thee. Because of the house
of the Lord our God, I will seek thy good.”

The following passages of scripture are also introduced,
accompanied with solemn ceremonies:

2 Chron. vi.—[Then said Solomoun, The Lord hath said
that he would dwell in the thick darkness, But I have
built an house of habitation for thee, and a place for thy
dwelling forever.

And the king turncd his face, and blessed the whole con-
gregation of Isracl, (and all the congregation of Isracl stood:)
And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who hath
with his hands fulfilled that which he spake with his mouth
to my father David, saying, Since the day that I brought
forth my people out of the land of Egypt; I chose no city
among all the tribes of Israel to build an house in, that
my name might be there; neither chose I any man to be s
ruler over my people Isracl; but I have chosen Jerusalem,
that my name might be there; and have chosen David to
be over my people Israel.

Now, it was in the heart of David, my father, to build
an house for the name of the Lord God of Israel. But the
Lord said to David my father, Forasmuch as it was in thine
heart to build an house for my name, thou didst well in that
it was thine heart: notwithstanding thou shalt not build the
house; but thy son, which shall come forth out of thy loins,
he shall build the house for my name. The Lord, therefore,
hath performed his word that he hath spoken; for I am risen
up in the room of David my father, and am set on the throne
of Isracl, as the Lord promiscd, and have built the house
for the name of the Lord God of Isracl: and in it have I
put the ark, wherein is the covenant of the Lord, that he
made with the children of Israel.

Aud he stood before the altar of the Lord, in the presence
of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands:
For Solomon had made a brazen scaffold of five cubits long,
and five cubits broad, and three cubits high, and had set it
in the midst of the court; and upon it he stood, and kneeled
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down upon his knees before all the congregation of Israel,
and 9£read forth his hands toward heaven, and said,

O Lord God ef Isracl, there is no God like thee in the
heaven nor in the earth; which keepest covenant, and shew-
est mercy unto thy servants that walk before thee with all
their hearts: thou which hast kept with thy servant David
my father, that which thou hast promised him; and spakest
with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is
this day. Now, therefore, O Lord God of Israel, keep with
thy servant David my father, that which thou hast promised
him, saying, There shall not fail thee a man in my sight to
sit upon the throne of Israel; yet so that thy children take
heed to their way to walk in my law, as thou hast walked
before me. Now, then, O Lord God of Israel, let thy word
be verified, which thou hast spoken unto thy servant David.
%But will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth!

ehold, heaven, and the heaven of heavens, cannot contain
thee; how much less this house which I have built!) Have
respect, therefore, to the prayer of thy servant, and to his
supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and
the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee: that thine
eyes may be open upon this house day and night, upon the
place whereof thou hast said that thou wouldest put thy name
there; to hearken unto the prayer which thy servant pray-
eth towards this place.

Hearken, therefore, unto the supplications of thy servant,
and of thy people Israel, which they shall make towards
this place: hear thou from thy dwelling place, cven from
heaven; and, when thou hearest, forgive.]

[If a man sin against his neighbour, and an oath be laid
upon him to make him swear, and the oath come before
thine altar in this house: Then hear thou from heaven, and
do and judge thy servants, by requiting the wicked, by re-
compensing his way upon his own head; and by justifying
the righteous, by giving him according to his righteousness,

And if thy people Israel be put to the worse before the cn-
emy, because they have sinned against thee, and shall re.
turn and confess thy name, and pray and make supplication
before thee in this house: then hear thou from the heavens,
and forgive thesinof thy people Israel, and bring them again
unto the land which thou gavest tothem and to their fathers,

‘When the heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because
they have sinned against thee; yet if they pray toward thia
place, and confess thy name, and turn from their sin when
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thou dost afflict them: Then hear thou from heaven, and
forgive the sin of thy servants, and of thy people Israel,
when thou hast taught them the good way wherein they
should walk; and send rain upon thy land, which thou hast
given unto thy people for an inheritance.

If there be dearth in the land, if therc be pestilence, if
there be blasting or mildew, locusts or caterpillars; if their
enemics besiege them in the cities of their land; whatsoever
sore or whatsoyer sickness there be: Then what prayer or-
what supplication soever shall be made of any man, or of
all thy people Israel, when every one shall know his own
sore, and his own grief, and shall spread forth his hands in
this house: Then hear thou from heaventhy dwelling place,
and forgive, and render unto every man according unto all
his ways, whose heart thou knowest; (for thou only know.
est the hearts of the children of men:) that they may fear
thee, to walk in thy ways so long as they live, in the land
which thou gavest unto our fathers.

Moreover. concerning the stranger, which is not of thy
people Israel, but is come from a far country for thy great
name’s sake, and thy mighty hand and thy stretched-out
arm; if they come and pray in .this house: Then hear thou
from the heavens, even from thy dwelling place, and do ac-
cording to all that the stranger calleth to thee for; that all
people of the earth may know thy name, and fear thee, as
doth thy people Israel; and may know that this house, which
I have built, is called by thy name.

If thy people go out to war against their enemies, by the
way that thou shalt send them, and they pray unto thee
toward this city which thou hast chosen, and the house
which I have built for thy name: Then hear thou from the
heavens their prayer and their supplication, and maintain
their cause.

If they sin against thee (for there is no man which sin-
neth not) and thou be angry with them, and deliver them
over before their enemies, and they carry them away cap-
tives unto a land far off or near; yet if they bethink them-
selves in the land whither they are carried captive, and
turn and pray unto thee in the land of their captivity, say-
ing, We have sinned, we have done amiss, and have dealt
wickedly; if they return to thee with all their heart, and
with all their soul, in the land of their captivity, whither
they have carried them captives, and pray toward their land,
which thou gavest unto their fathers, and toward the city



- MOST EXCELLENT MASTER. 220

which thou hast chosen, and toward the house which I have
built for thy name: Then hear thou from the heavens, even
from thy dwelling place, their prayer and their supplications,
and maintain their cause, and forgive thy people which have
sinned against thee.

Now, my Ged, let, I beseech thee, thine eyes be open; and
let thine ears be attent unto the prayer that is made in this
place.

Now, therefore, arise, O Lord God, into thy resting-
place, thou and the ark of thy strength: let thy priests, O
Lord God, be clothed with salvation, and let thy saints re-
joice in goodness.

O Lord God, turn not away the face of thine anointed:
remember the mercies of David thy servant.]

2 Chron. vii. 1, 4.—[Now, when Solomon had made an
end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and con-
sumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of
the Lord filled the house. And the priests could not enter
into the house of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord
had filled the Lord’s house.

And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire
came down, and the glory of the Lord upon the house, they
bowed themselves with their faces to the ground upon the
pavement, and worshipped, and praised the Lord, saying,
For he is good; for his mercy endureth forever.]

Charge to be delivered to a Brother, who is accepted and ac-
knowledged as a Most Excellent Master.

BroTEER—“Your admittance to this degree of masonry,
is a proof of the good opinion the brethren of this lodge en-
tertain of your masonic abilities. Let this consideration in-
. duce you to be careful of forfeiting, by misconduct and in-
attention to our rules, that esteem which has raised you to
the rank you now possess.

s¢It is one of your great duties, as a most excellent mas-
ter, to dispense light and truth to the uninformed mason;
and I need not remind you of the lmpossnblhty of comply-
ing with this obligation without possessing an accurate ac-
quaintance with the lectures of each degree.

«If you are not already completely conversant in all the
degrees heretofore conferred on you, remember, that an in-
dulgence, prompted by a belief that you will apply yourself
with double diligénee to make yourself so, has induced the
brethren to accept you.
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“Let it, therefore, be your unremitting study to acquire
such a degree of knowledge and information as shall enable
you to discharge, with propriety, the various duties i
bent on you, and to preserve unsullied the title now Qonl‘.p
red upon you of a Most Excellent Master.”

:
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MOST EXCELLENT MASTER’S SONG: = :

By Brother T. S. Webb, Deputy Grand High Priest of the
United States, General Grand Chapter—To be sung when
any one is received into that Degree.
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Cres.

A5 A R 1 S S 13-t
l The cape-stone is finish’d, Our la - bour is o’er; The

el
= 1 i) o1 1 b

:ﬁ_ - = e =

—-———r - L

The cape-stone is finished, Our la - bour is o’er; The
v 2 O

TRV - 308 o

0 }ﬁ P:F? 4

T i
v =
—f-0d—eo—@
sound of the gavel shall hail us no more
= T
- e L {
i 5 I
4 ‘ &-
sound of the gavel shall hail us no more
"S- AIT*
- T e e
At
For.
ﬂ E ‘. - . —-‘Q . F {
X S LT X F = T
R — =

To the Power Almighty, who ever has guided The

il RSl
EESEEES

L S B BT T) ST L "
o

'l‘; the Power Almighty, who ever has guided The

e e e T

55 'r —‘L

—

e

o ——
1]

Digitized by GOOQ]C
C



232

MOST EXCELLENT MASTER.
# ﬁ - - —- - e m

o]

LA )

1 2o

=
e

-
| By TIRSLC W

. 1

tribes of old

Israel, ex - -alt-ing their fame; To

- - m

_1 =1

=
=t
F tribes of old Israel, ex --alt- ing their fame; To

_ ® ~

—-,g: —F=F
# : m
i n |

] T o—e 1

Hir;l wh; ha-th go;en;’d our

hearts un - di - vided

¢ P

if

S

-

A - d...._.. L
Him who hath govern’d onr hearts un - di - vided, Let’s
I T S et B e e
FE e e
b1 ———

send forth our voices, to

praise his great name.

- g = ——
gt ;
Y
TS go—o- s

send forth our voices, to

praise his great name.

*—o—p

—

=:

2 e

B e s S

weary GOOGle
C



MOST EXCELLENT MASTER. 283

Companions assemble
On this joyful day,
(Th’ occasion is glorious,)
The key-stone to lay;
Fulfild is the promise,
By the ANCIENT OF DAYS,
'T'o bring forth the cape-stone,
With shouting and praise.

Ceremonies.

There’s no more o~casion for level or plumb-line,

For trowel or gavel, for compass or square;

Our works are compleated, the Ark safely seated,
And we shall be greeted as workmen most rare.

Now those that are worthy,
Our toils who have shar’d,
And prov’d themselves faithful,
Shall meet their reward.
Their virtue and knowledge,
Industry and skill,
Have our approbation,
Have gain’d our good will,
We accept and receive them most excellent masters,
Invested with honours, and pow’r to preside;
Among worthy craftsmen, wherever assembled,
The knowledge of masons to spread far and wide.

ALMIGETY CREATOR,
Descend now, and fill

This Lodge with thy glory,
Our hearts with good will,

Preside at our meetings,
Assist us to find

'True pleasure in teaching
Good will to mankind.

. Thy wisdom inspired the great institution,
-§hy strength shall support it, till nature expire;
“find when the creation shall fall into ruin,

Its beauty shall rise through the midst of the fire,
30



234 ROYAL ARCH MASON.

CHAPTER XV.

Observations on the Seventh, or Degree of Royal Arck °
JMason.

A3 Moses was commanded to pull his shoes from off his feet,
on Mount Horeb, because the ground whereon he trod, was
sanctified by the presence of the Divinily; so the mason
who would prepare himself for this exalted stage of ma-
sonry,* should advance in the naked paths of truth, be divest-
ed of every degree of arrogance, and approach with steps of
innocence, humility and virtue, to challenge the ensigns of
an order, whose institulions arise onthe most solemn and
sacred principles of religion.—HuTcHINSON.

Tais degree is indescribably more augast, sublime, and
important, than all which precede it; and is thesummit and
perfection of ancient masonry. It impressés on our minds
a belief of the being and existence of a Supreme Deity, with-
out beginning of days orend of years; and reminds us of
the reverence due to his holy nante.

It also brings to light many essentials of the craft, which
were for the space of four hundred and seventy years buried
in darkness; and without a knowledge of which the masonic
character cannot be complete.

The following passages from Holy Writ, serve to explain the
fori, fumitur}c’ and clotfhring of a chapter, duly congregated.

2 Chronicles, iii. 1.—Then Solomon began to build the
house of the Lord at Jerusalem, in mount Moriah, where
the Lord appeared unto David his father, in the place that
David had prepared in the threshing floor of Ornan the
Jebusite.

2. And he began to build in the second day of the second
month, in the fourth year of his reign.

8 And he made the most holy house, the length whereof
was according to the breadth of the house, twenty cubits,
and the breadth thereof twenty cubits: and he overlaid it
with fine gold, amounting to six hundred talents.

® The Rev. Doctor Munkhouse, in one of bis admirable discources on
masonry, observes, that the authour of Ahimon Rezon, (Lawrence Dermot)
speaking of that part of it, which is called the Roya! Arch, says, “This 1
firmly believe to be the root, heart, and marrow of masonry.”
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14. JAnd he made the vail of blue, and purple, and crimson,
and fine linen, and wrought cherubims thereon.

Exodus xxxix.—¢And of the blue, and purple, and scarlet,
they made clothes of service, to do service inthe holy place,
and made the holy garments for Aaron; as the Lord com-
manded Moses. And he made the ephod of gold, blue and
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen. And they did
beat the gold into thin plates, and cut it into wires, to work
it in the blue, and in the purple, and in the scarlet, and in
the fiue linen, with cunning work. They made shoulder-
pieces for it, to couple it together: by the two edges was it
coupled together. And the curious girdle of his ephod, that
was upon it, was of the same, according to the work there-
of, of gold, blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined
linen; as the Lord commanded Moses.

«¢And they wrought onyx-stones inclosed in ouches of gold,
graven as signets are graven, with the names of the children
of Israel. And he put them on the shoulders of the ephod,
that they should be stones for a memorial to the children of
Israel; as the Lord commanded Moses.

¢And he made the breast-plate of cunning work, like
the work of the ephod; of gold, blue, and purple, and
scarlet, and fine twined linen. It was four square; they
made the breast-plate double: a span was the length thereof,
and a span the breadth thereof, being doubled. And they
set in it four rows of stones: the first row was a sardius, a
topaz, and acarbuncle: this was the first row. And the
second row, an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond. And
the third row, a ligure, an agate, and an ametbyst. And
the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper: they were
inclosed in ouches of gold in their inclosings. And the
stones were according to the names of the children of Israel,
twelve according to their names, like the engravings of a
signet, every one with his name according to the twelve
tribes. Andthey made upon the breast-plate chains at the
ends, of wreathen work of pure gold. And they made two
ouches of gold, and two gold rings, and put the two rings in
the two ends of the breast-plate. And they put the two
wreathen chains of gold in the two rings on the ends of the
breast-plate. And the two ends of the two wreathen chains
they fastened in the two ouches, and putthem on the shoulder-
pieces of the ephod beforeit. And they made two rings of
gold, and put them on the two ends of the breast-plate, upon
the border of it, which was on the side of the ephod inward.
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And they made two other golden rings, and put them on the
two sides of the ephod underneatb, toward the fore part of it
over against the other, coupling thereof, above the curious
girdle of the ephod. And they did bind the breast-plate by
his rings unto the rings of the ephod with alace of blue, that
it might be above the curious girdle of the ephod, and that
the breast plate might not be loosed from the ephod; as the
Lord commanded Moses.

¢«sAnd hemade the robe of the ephod of woven work, all
of blue. And there was an hole in the midst of the robe,
as the hole of an habergeon, with a band round about
the hole, that it should not rend. And they made upon
the hems of the robe, pomegranates of blue, and purple,
and scarlet, and twined linen. And they made bells of
pure gold, and put the bells between the pomegranates,
upon the hem of the robe, round about between the pom-
egranates; a bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pome-
granate round about the hem of the robe to minister in; as
the Lord commanded Moses.

s«And they made coats of fine linen of woven work for
Aaron and for his sons, and a mitreof fine linen, and goodly
bonnets of fine linen, and linen breeches of fine twined
linen; and a girdle of fine twined linen, and blue and pur-
ple, and scarlet, of ncedle work; as the Lord commanded
Moses.

«And they made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold,
and wrote upon it a writing, like fo the engravings of a signet,
HOLINESS To THE LomrD. And they tied it upon a lace of
blue, to fasten it on high upon the mitre; as the Lord com-
manded Moses.

«Thus was all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of the
congregation finished: ¥ and the children of Israel did accord-

® “The proportion of the measures of the tabernacle proved it to be an im-
itation of the system of the world; for that third part thereof which was
within the four pillars to which the priests were not admitted, is as it were,
an heaven peculiar to God; but the space of twenty cubits, is as it were sea
and land, on which men live; and so this part is peculiar to the priests only.

“When Moses distinguished the tabernacle inta three parts, and allowed *
two of them to the priests, as a place accessible and common, he denoted
the land and the sea; for these are accessible to all. But when he set apart
the third division for God, it was because heaven is inaccessible to men.
And when be ordered twelve loaves to be set on the table, he denoted the year,
as distinguished into so many months. And when he made the candlestick /
of seventy parts, he secretly intimated the decani, or seventy divisions of
the planets. And as to the seven lamps upon the candlesticks, they referred
to the course of the planets, of which that is the number. Aud for the vails,
which were composed of four things, they declared the four elements. For
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ing to all that the Lord commanded Moses, so did they. And
they brought the tabernacle unto Moses, the tent, and all his
furniture, his taches, his boards, his bars, and his pillars,
and his sockets, and the covering of rams’ skins dyed red,
and the covering of badgers’ skins, and the vail of the co-
vering, the ark of the testimony, and the staves thereof, and
the mercy-seat, the table, and all the vessels thereof, and
the shew-bread, the pure candlestick, with thelamps there-
of, even with the lamps to be set in order, and all the vessels
thereof, and the oil for light, and the golden altar, and the
anointing oil, and the sweet incense, and the hanging for the
tabernacle door, the brazen altar, and his grate of brass,

the fine linen, was proper to signify the earth, because the flax grows out of
the earth. The purple signified the sea, because that colour is dyed by the
blood of a seashell-fish. The blue is fit to signify the air, and the scarlet
will naturally be an indication of fire. Now the vestment of the high priest
being made of linen, signified the earth; the blue denoted the sky, being like
lightning in its pomegranates, and in the noise of the bells resembling thun-
der. And for the ephod, it shewed that God had made the universe of four
elements; and as for the gold interwoven, I suppose it related to the splen-
dor by which all things are enlightened. He also appointed the breast
plate to be placed in the middle of the ephod, to resemble the earth; and
thegirdle which encompassed the hi(ih priest round, signified the ocean.

of the sardonyxes declares to us the sun and the moon: those I mean that
were in the nature of buttons on the high priest’s shoulders. And for the
twelve stones, whether we understand by them the months, or whether we
understand the like number of the signs of that circle which the Greeks call
the zodiac, we shall not be mistaken in their meaning. And for the mitre,
which was of a blue colour, it seems to me to mean heaven; for how other-
wise could the name of God be inscribed upon it? That it was also illustrat-
ed with a crown, and that of gold also, is because of that splendour with
which God is pleased.”~Josephus Antiq. Fud. cha. 7.

In another place Josephus says, the candlestick was emblematical of the
seven days of creation and rest.

“The tabernacle set up by the Israelites in the desert, may nevertheless
give some ideas of the manner in which, at that time, the Egyptian temples
were constructed. I believe really, that there must have been some rela-
tion between the taste which reigned in these edifices and the tabernacle,
The tabernacle, though only a vast tent, had a great relation with architec-
ture. We ought to look upon it as a representation of the temples and pa-
laces of the East. Let usrecollect what we have said before of the form of
government of the Hebrews. The Supreme Being was equally their God
and King. The tabernacle was erected with a view to answer to that double
title, The Israelites went there sometimes to adore the Almighty, and
sometimes to receive the orders of their sovereign, present in a sensible
manner in the presence of his Eeople. I think then we ought to look upon
the tabernacle as a work which God would have, that the structure should
have relatfon with the edifices destined in the East, whether for the wor-
ship of the Gods, or the habitation of Kings. The whole construction of
the tabernacle presented moreover, the model of an edifice, regular and dis-
tributed with much skill. All the dimensions and proportions appeared to
have been ohserved with care, and perfectly well adapted.”—De Goguet.
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his staves, and all his vessels, the laver and his foot, the
hangings of the court, bis pillars, and his sockets, and the
hanging for the court gate, his cords, and his pins, and all
the vessels of the service of the tabernacle, for the tent of
the congregation, the clothes of service to do service in the
holy place, and the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and
his sons’ garments, to minister in the priest’s office. Accord-
ing to all that the Lord commanded Moses, so the childrea
of Israel made all the work. And Moses did look upon all
the work, and behold, they had done it as the Lord had com-
manded, even so had they done it: and Mosesblessed them.

The following passage of Scripture is read at opening:¥

9 Thessalonians, iii. 6, 17.—<Now we command you,
brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ that ye with-
draw yourselves from every brother that walketh disor-
derly, and not after the tradition which ye received of
us. For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us, for
we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you. Neither
did we eat any man’s bread for nought, but wrought with
labour and travail night and day, that we might not be
chargeable to any of you. Not because we have not power, ,
. but to make ourselves an gsample unto you to follow us. 3
For even when we were wﬁou, this we commanded you,
that if any would not wopk, neither should he eat: For we
hear that there are some which walk among you disor-
derly, working not at all, but are busy-bodies. Now them
that are such, we command and exhort by our Lord Jesas
Christ that with quietness they work, and eat their own
bread. But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing. And
if any man obey not our word, by this epistle, note that man
and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed.
Yet count bim not as an enemy, but admonish him asa
brother. Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace al-
ways by all means. TheLord be with you all. The sale-
tatgbn of Paul, with mine own hand, which is the token in
every cpistle: so I write.”

]

2.1 have inserted this chapter, because I find it incorporated in all the
Works in which this degree is treated of, and because I believe it is -
rally used in all regular chapters. in copying it, however, I have rdgl::l
to thesource from whence it has been originally drawn; and leave experienced
companions to judge of the motives, by which I have been actuated, as well
as to determine why the whale or any part thereof, should be here intro-

duced.—CoxeriLzn,
\ ‘
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Observations on the Seventh Degree.

"The lecture of this degree is divided into two sections,
and should be well understood by every royal arch mason;
upon an accurate acquaintance with it, will depend his use-
fulness at our assemblics; and without it, he will be unqual-
ified to perform the duties of the various stations in which
his services may be required by the chapter.

The first Section.

"The first section opens to our view a large field for con-
templation and study. It furnishes us with many interest-
ing particulars relative to the state of the fraternity, during
and since the reign of King Solomon; and illustrates the
causes and consequences of some very important events
which uvccurred during his reign.

This section explains the mode of government in this class
of masons; it designates the appellation, number, and situa-
tion of the several officers; and points out the purposes and
duties of their respective stations. :

The Second Section.

. 'This section contains much valuable historical informa-

tion, and proves, beyond the power of contradiction, and
in the most striking colours, that prosperity and happiness,
are ever the ultimate consequences of virtue and justice,
while disgrace and ruin invariably follow the practices of
vice and immorality.

A proper arrangement of the following charges, &c. is
essentially necessary to be observed in every chapter; and
their application should be familiar to every royal arch
mason.

At first she will walk with him by crooked ways, and
bring ﬁar and dread upon him, and prove him with her dis-
cipline, until she may trust his soul, and try him by her laws.
Then will she return the straight way unto him, and com-
Jfort him, and shew him her secrets.””—Ecclesiasticus.

Prayer rehearsed during the Ceremony of Exaltation fo the
Degree of Royal Jrch Mason.

séSupreme Architect of Universal Nature, who by thine

almighty word, didst speak into being the stupendous Arch

of Heaven, and for the instruction and pleasure of thy ra-

tional creatures, didst adorn us with greater and lesser

lights; thereby magnifying thy power, and endearing thy



210 ROYAL ARCH MASON.

goodness, unto the sons of men: we humbly adore and wor-
ship thine unspeakable perfection. We bless thee, that when
man had fallen from his innocence and his happiness, thoun
didst still leave unto him the powers of reasoning, and ca-
pacity of improvement and of pleasure. We thank thec
that amidst the pains and calamities of our present state, so
many means of refreshment and satisfaction are reserved
unto us, while travelling the rugged path of life. Especially
would we at this time render thee our thanksgiving and
praise for the institution, as members of which we are at
this time assembled, and for all the pleasures we have de-
rived from it. We thank thee that the few here assembled
before thee, have been favored with new inducements, and
laid under new and stronger obligations, to virtue and holi-
ness. May these obligations, O blessed Father, have their
full effect upon us. Teach us, we pray thee, the true rev-
erence of thy great, mighty, and terrible name. Inspire
us with a firm and unshaken resolution in our virtuous pur.
suits, Give us grace diligently to search thy word in the
Book of Nature, wherein the duties of our high vocation
are inenlcated with divine authority. May the solemnity of
the ceremonies of our iustitution, be duly impressed on our
minds, and have a lasting and happy effect upon our lives.
O thou, who didst aforetime appear unto’thy servant Moses
in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush, enkindle, we be-
geech thee, in each of our hearts, a flame of devotion to thee,
of love to each other, and of charity to all mankind. May
all thy miracles and mighty works fill us with the dread, and
thy goodness impress us with the love of thy holy name.

May holiness to the Lord be engraven on all our thoughts,
words and actions. May the incense of piety ascend con-
tinually unto thee from the altar of our hearts, and burn,
day and night, as a sacrifice of sweet smelling savour, well
pleasing unto thee. And since sin hath destroyed within us
the first temple of purity and innocence, may thy heavenly
grace guide and assist us in rebuilding a second temple of
reformation, and may the glory of this latter house be greater
than the glory of the former.—Amen.”

OR THIS:

Jdhabath Olum.—A Prayer, repeated in the Royal Arch Lodge
at Jerusalem.

Thou hast loved ué, O Lord our God, with eternal love;
thou hast spared us with great and exceeding patience, our
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father and our king, for thy great name’s sake, and for our
fathers’ sake, who trusted in thee, to whom thou didst teach
the statutes of life, that they might do after the statutes of
thy good plcasure with a perfect heart; so be thou mer-
ciful unto us, O our Father, merciful father, that sheweth
mercy, have mercy upon us, we beseech thee, and put under-
standing into our hearts, that we may understand, be wise,
hear, learn, teach, keep, do, and perform all the words of
the doctrine of thy law in love, and enlighten our eyes in thy
commandments, and cause our hearts to cleave to thy law,
and unite them in the love and fear of thy name, we will not
be ashamed, nor confounded, nor stumble, for ever and ever.

Because we have trusted in the Holy Ghost, mighty and
terrible name, we will rejoice and be glad inthy salvation,
and in thy mercies, O Lord our God; and the multitude of
thy mercies, shall not forsake us for ever, Selah: And now
make haste and bring upon us a blessing, and peace from
the four corners of the earth; for thou art a God that
workest salvation, and hast chosen us out of every people
and language; and thou, our king, hast caused us to cleave
to thy great name, in love and praise to thee and to be united
to thee, and to love thy name; blessed art thou, O Lord God,
who hast chosen thy people Israel in love.—dmen.

Exodusiii. 1—6. ¢«Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro
his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the flock
to the back side of the desert, and came to the mountain of
God, even to Horeb. And the angel of the Lord appeared
unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and
he looked, and behold, the bush burned with fire, and the
bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn
aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burned,
And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God
called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Mo-
*+ ses, Moses! And he said, here am I. And he said, Draw
not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet for the
place whereon thou standest is holy ground. Mareover he
said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his
face, for he was afraid to look upon God.”

Deuteronomy v. 1—24. ¢ And Moses called all Israel, and
said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statules and judgments
which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them,
and keep and dg them. The Lord our God made a covenant

31
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10ith us in Horeb. The Lord made not this covenant with our
Jathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this
day. The Lord talked with you face to face in the mount,
out of the miist of the fire, (I stood between the Lord and you
at that time, to shew you the word of the Lord: for ye were
afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount)
saying, :

!‘,‘t;im the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the
land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. Thou shalt have
none other gods before me. Thou shall wol make thee any
graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven
abave, or that is in the earth beneath or that is in the waters
beneath the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto
them, nor serve them: for Ithe Lord thy God am a yealeus
God, visiting the iniquily of the fathers upon the childrem
unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate
and shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love
and keep my commandments. Thou shait not take the name
of the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him
guiltless that taketh his name in-vain. Keep the so
sanctify it as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee. Six
days thou shalt labour, and do all thy work: But the sev-
enth day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: im it thou
shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter,
nor thy man-servant, nor thy mailscroaut,'uor thine ox,
nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is
within thy gates; that thy man-seroant and thy maid-seroant
muy-Yest as well as thou. JAnd remember that thou wast a
seroawt”in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy-Ged
droeight thee out themce, through a mighty hand, and 'z:
HeMded-out arm, therefore the Lord thy God commanded:
85"Wep the sabbath-day. . ‘
i~ s Homour thy father and thy mother, as the Lord thy God Aath
commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it

L}

may go well with thee, in the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee. Thou shalt not kill. Neither shalt thouw commit .

adultery. Neither shalt thou steal. Neither shalt thou bear
Jalse witness against thy neighbour. MNvither shalt thou desire
thy neighbour’s wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour’s
house, his field, or his man-servant, or his maid-servant, his
ox, or his ass, or any thing thatis thy neighbour’s. These
wwords the Lord spake unto all your assembly in the mount, out
of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness,
with e great wvoice: and he added no more. JAnd he rorofe
them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me. JAnd

Kk
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it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out of the midst of the
darkness, (for the mountain did burn with fire, ) that ye came
near unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, and your elders;
And ye said, Behold, the Lord our God hath shewed us his

and his greatness, and we have heard his wvoice out of
the midst of the fire: we have seen this day that God doth talk
with man, and he liveth.”

2 Chron. xxxvi. 11—30. «Zedekiah was one and twenty
years dbld when he began to reign, and reigned eleven years
in Jerusalem. And he did that which was evil in the sight
of the Lord his God, and humbled not himself before Jere-
miah the prophet, Xaking from the mouth of the Lord.
And he also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who
had made him swear by God, but he stiffened his neck, and
hardened his heart, from turning unto the Lord God of Israel.

ssMoreover all the chief of the priests and the people trans-
gressed very much, after all the abominations of the heath-
en, and poliuted the house of the Lord, which he had hal-
lowed in Jerusalem. And the Lord God of their fathers
sent to them by his messengers; rising up betimes and send-
ing, because he had compassion on his people, and on his
dwelling place. But they mocked the messengers of God,
and despised his words, and misused his prophets; until the
wrath of the Lord arose against his people till there was no
remedy. Therefore he brought upon them the king of the
Chaldees, who slew their young men with the sword, in
the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon
young man, or maiden, old man, or him that d for
age: he gave them all into his hand. And all the vessels of
the house of God, great and small, and the treasures of the
house of the Lord and the treasures of the king; and of his
princes; all these he brought to.Babylon. And they burned
the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem,
and burned all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed
all thegoodly vessels thereof. And them that had escaped
from the sword, carried he away to Babylon; where they
were servants to him and his sons, until the reign of the
kingdom of Persia.”

Ezra i. 1—3, ¢Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of
Persia, that the word of the Lord, by the mouth of Jeremiah
might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus,
king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all
his kingdom, and put it alsoin writing, saying, Thus saith
Cyrus, king of Persia, The Lord God of Heaven hath given
me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he hath charged me
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to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah, whe
is there among you of all his people? his God be with him,
and let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build
the house of the Lord God of Israel, he is the God, whichis
in Jerusalem.”

Exodus, iii. 13, 14.—¢And Moses said unto God, Behold,
when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto
them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and
they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say
anto them? ,

s«And God said unto Moses, I am that I am: And he
he said, and thus, shalt thou say unto the children of Israel,
I am hath sent me unto you.” ,

Psalm cxli.—ssLord, 1 cry unto thee: make haste unto
mie: give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto thee. Let my
prayer be set forth before thee as incense, and the lifting up

" of my hands as the evening sacrifice. Set a watch, O Lord,
before my mouth; keep the door of my lips. Incline net
my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked works with
men that work iniquity, and let me not eat of their dainties.
Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and let
him reprove me, it shall be an excellent oil, which shall net
break my head: for yet my prayer also shall be in their
calamities. When their judges are overthrown in steny
places, they shall hear my words; for they are sweet. Our
bones are scattered at the grave’s mouth, as when one cat-
teth and cleaveth wood upon the earth. But mine eyes are
unto thec, O God the{Lord: in thce is my trast; leave not
my soul destitutec. Keep me from the snares which they
have laid for me. and the gins of the workers of iniquity.
Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst that I withal
escape.

Psalm cxlii.—I cried unto the Lord with my voice;
with my voice unto the Lord did I make my supplication,
I poured out my complaint before him: I shewed before him
my trouble. When my spirit was overwhelmed within me
then thou knewest my path: in the way wherein I walked
dhave they privily laid a snare forme. I looked on my right

‘ "haud, and beheld, bdt there was no man that would know
me: refuge failed me: no man cared for my soul. I cried
unto thee, O Lord: I said, Thou art my refuge, and my
‘portion in the land of the living. Attend unto my cry,
for I am brought very low: deliver me from my perseca-
tors; for they are stronger than I. . Bring my soul outof
prison, that I may praise thy name.”
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Psalm cxliii.—sHear my prayer, O Lord; give ear to
my supplications: in thy faithfulness answer me, and in thy
righteousness. And enter not into judgment with thy ser-
vant: for in thy sight shall no man living be justified. For
the enemy hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my
life down to the ground: he hath made me to dwell in dark-
ness, as those that have been long dead. Therefore is my
spirit overwhelmed within me: my heart within me is des-
olate. Irememberthe days of old, I meditate on all thy
works; I muse on the work ef thy hands. I stretch forth
my hands unto thee: my soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty
land. Selah. Hear me speedily, O Lord; my spirit fail-
eth: hide not thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that
go down into the pit. Cause me to hear thy loving kind-
ness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to
know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul
unto thee. Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: I flee
unto thee to hide me. Teach me to do thy will; for thou
art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me unto the land of
uprightness. Quicken me, O Lord, for thy name’s sake,
for thy righteousness sake, bring my soul out of trouble.
And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, for I am thy ser-
vant.”

Exodus iv. 1—9. ¢And Moses answered and said, But
behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice:
for they will say, The Lord hath not appeared unto thee.
And the Lord said unto him, What is that in thine hand?
And he said, A rod. And he said, {"ast it on the ground;
and he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and
Moses fled from before it. And the Lord said unto Moses,
Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put
forth his hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his
hand. That they may believe that the Lord God of their
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.

ssAnd the Lord said furthermore unto him, Put now thine
hand into thy bosom; and he put his hand into his bosom:
and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as
snow. And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again:
and he put his hand into his bosom again, and plucked it
out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his
other flesh. And it shall come to pass, if they will not be-
lieve thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that
they will believe the voice of the latter sigm.
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«And it shall come to pass, if they will not not believe
also these two signs, neithcr hearken unto thy voice, that
thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon
the dvy land: and the water which thou takest out of the
river, shall become blood upon the dry land.”

Haggai ii. 1—9, 3. ¢In the seventh month, in the one
and twenticth day of the month, came the word of the Lord
by the prophet Haggai, saying, Speak now to Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, aud to Joshua, the
son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the
people, saying, Who is left among yoa that saw this heuse
m her first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in
your eyes in comparison of it as nothing? Yet now be strong
O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord, and be strong, O Joshua,
son of Josedech the high priest, and be strong all ye people
of the land, saith the Lord, and work; for I am with you,
said the Lord of Hosts, according to the word that I co-
venanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit
remaineth among you: fear ye not. For thus saith the Lord
of Hosts, Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the
heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land: and
I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall
come, and I will fill this house with glory saith the Lord of
Hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the
Lord of Hosts. The glory of this latter house shall be
greater than of the former, saith the Lord of Hosts, and in
this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of Hosts.”

«In that day saith the Lord of Hosts, will Ftake thee, O
Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Sheattiel, saith the Lord,
and will makethee as a s1GNET: for I have chosen thee, saith
the Lord of Hosts.” .

Zechariah iv. 6—10. «This is the word of the Lord un-
to Zerubbubel, saying, Not by might nor by power, but by
my spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts. Who art thou, O great
mountain? before Zerubbabel thoa shaltbecome a plain, and
he shall bring forth the head stone thereof, with shouting,
erying, Grace, grace, unto it. Moreover the word of the
Lord came unto wme, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have
laid the foundatien of this house, his hands shall also finish
it; and thou shalt know that the Lord of Hosts hath sent
me unto you. For who hath despised the day of small
things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet
in the hands of Zerabbabel with those seven, they are the
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eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro through the whole

earth,””

Johni. 1—5. «In the beginning was the word, and the
word was with God, and the word was God. 'The same was
in the beginning with God. All things were made by him;
and without him was not any thing made that was made.
In him was life, and the life was the light of men. Jnd the
light shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehendeth
it not.”’

Deuter. xxxi. 24—26. ¢And it came to pass, when
Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law, in
a book, until they were finished, that Moses commanded
the Levites which bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord,
saying, take thisbook of the law, and putit in the side of the
ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may be
there for a witness against thee.”

Exodus xxv. 21.—And thou shalt put the mercy seat
above, upon the ark; and in the ark thou shalt put the tes-
timony that I shall give thee.”

Exodus xvi. 32, 38.—¢And Moses said, this iy the thing
‘which the Lord commandeth, fill an omer of the mauna,to
be kept for your generations; that they may see the bread
wherewith I have fed you in the wilderness, when I brought
you forth from the land of Egypt. And Moses said unto
Aaron, Take a pot and put an omer full of manna therein,
and lay it up before the Lord, to be kept for your genera-
tions. As the Lord commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up
befare the testimony to be kept.”

Exodus xxxi. 1—4. [And the Lord spake unto Moses,
saying, See, I have called by name, Bezaleel the son of
Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: and I have filled
bim with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding,
and in knowledge, and in all manuer of workmanship, to
gevise cunning works, to work in gold and silver, and in

rass.

6. And I, behold, I have given with him, Aholiab the son
of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: andin the hearts of all
that are wise hearted, I have put wisdom, that they may
make all that I have commanded thee;

Exodus xxxvi, 1—3. Then wrought Bezaleel and Aho-
liab, and every wise-hearted man, in whom the Lord put
“wisdom and understanding, to know how to work all man-
mer of work for the service of the sanctuary; accordingto all
that the Lord hath commanded. And Maoses called Beza-
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leel and Aholiab, and every wise-hearted man, in whuse
heart the Lord had put wisdom, evey every onc whose :
stirred him up to come unto the work to do it. And they.
received of Moses all the offering, which the children of Is-.
rael had brought for the work of the service of the sanctuary,
to make it withal. And they brought yet unto him free-of
ferings every morning. C gy,
Exodus xxxvii. 1—5, ¢And Bezaleel made the ark of
shittim wood: two cubits and a half was the length of it, aud.
a cubit and a half the breadth of it, and a cubit and a,balf,
the height of it: and he overlaid it with pure gold withjn
without, and made a crown of gold to it round about. ..
he cast for it four rings of gold to be set by the four aorng
of it; even two rings upon the one side of it, and two rings
upon the other side of it. And he made staves of shittim,
wood, and overlaid them with gold. And he put the sta
into the rings by the sides of the ark, to bear the ark.” .
Numbers xvii. 10.—¢And the Lord said unto Moses,.
Bring Aaron’s rod again, before the testimony, to be kept.
for a token.” D
Hebrews ix. 3, 5.—¢«For therc was a tabernacle m
the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and ths,
shewbread, which is called the Sanctuary. And afteril
second vail, the tabernacle, which is called the holiest s
which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covemagt.
overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the goldeu%;
that had manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the ts-,
bles of the covenant; and over it the cherubims of glory,.
shadowing the mercy seat; of which we cannot now speak
particularly.” ‘e
Amos ix, 11.—¢In that day will I raise up the narie
of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof;
and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the
days of old.” )
Ezxodus vi. 2, 3.—¢And God spake unto Moses, and gmi,
unto him, I am the Lord: And I appeared unto ham,
unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almightyy
but by my name Jehovah was I not known to them.” Caviy
The following particulars, relative to King Solomon’s Temple, may with propnet;q
be here introduced, and t be uninteresting to a Royal Arch Muson. "
This famous fabric was situated on Mount Moriah, near
the place where Abraham was about to offer up his son
Isaac, and where David met and appeascd the destroying
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angel. It was begun in the fourth year of the reign of
Solomon; the third after the death of David; four hundred
and eighty years afterthe passage of the Red Sea, and on
the second day of the month Zif, being the second month of
the sacred ycar, which answers to the 21st of April, in the
year of the world 2992; and was carried on with such pro-
digious speed, that it was finished in all its parts, in little
more than seven years.

By the masonic art, and the wise regulations of 8olomon,
every part of the building, whether of stone, brick, timber or
metal, was wrought and prepared before they were brought
to Jerusalem; so that the only tools made use of in erecting
the fabric were wooden instruments prepared for that pur-
pose. The noise of the axe, the hammer, and every other tool
of metal, was confined to the forests of Lebanon, where the
timber was procured, and to Mount Libanus, and the plains
and quarries of Zeredathah, where the stones were raised,
squared, marked and numbered; that nothing might be
heard among the masons at Jerusalem, but harmony and
peace. -

In the yearof the world 3029, king Solomon died, and
was succeeded by his son Rehoboam, who, immediately after
the death of his father went down to Shechem, where the
chiefs of the people were met together to proclaim him king.

When Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who was in Egypt,
whither he had fled from the presence of Solomon, and whose
ambition had long aspired to the throne, heard of the dcath of
the king, he hastened to return from Egypt, to put himself
at the head of the discontented tribes, and lead them on to re-
bellion. He accordingly assembled them together, and came
to king Rehoboam, and spake to him after this manner:

¢«’Thy father made our yoke grievous; now, therefore,
ease thon somewhat the grievous servitude of thy father,
-and his heavy yoke that he put upon us, and we will serve
thee. And he said unto them, Come again unto me after
three days. And the people departed. And king Reho-
boam took counscl with the old men that had stood before
Solomeon his father while he yet lived, saying, What counsel
give ye me, to return answer to this people? And they spake
unto him, saying, If thou be kind to this people, and please
them, and speak good words to them, they will be thy ser-
vants forever. But he forsook the counsel which the old men
gave him, and took counsel of the young men that were
brought up with kim, that stood before him. And he said
ante them, what advice give ye, that we may return am-

32
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swer to this people, which have spoken to me, saying, Ease
gsomewhat the yoke that thy father did put upon usi And
the young men that were brought yp with him spake unte
him, saying, Thus shalt thou answer the people that spake
unto thee, saying, Thy father made our yoke heavy, bat
make thou it somewhat lighter for us; thus shalt thou say
ynto them, My little finger shall be thicker than my father’s
loius. For, whereas my father put a heavy yoke upon you,
1 will put more to your yoke: my father chastised you with
whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. So Jere.
boam and all the peaple came to Rehoboam on the third day,
asthe king bade, saying, Come again to me onthe third day.
And the king answered them roughly; and king Rehobogm
forsook the consel of the old men; and answered them after
the advice of the young men, saying, My father made your
yoke heavy, but I will add thereto; my father chastised yoy
with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. And
when all Israel saw that the king would not hearken unis
them, the people answered the king, saying, What portion
have we in David? and we have none inheritance in the soa
of Jesse: every man to your tents, O! Israel: and now, Da-
vid, see to thine own house. So all Israel went to their
tents.””—&8ee 2 Chron. chap. x.

But as to the children of Israel that dwelt in the cities of
Judah and Benjamin, Rehoboam reigned over them.

In this manner were the tribes of Israel divided, and -
der two distinct governments, for 254 years, when the tep
revolted tribes, having become weak and degenerated, by
following the wickedness and idolatry of the kings whe
governcd them, fell a prey to Salmanezer, king of Assyris,
who, in the reign of Hoshea, king of Israel, besieged the
city of Samaria, laid their country waste, and utterly extir-
pated their government. Such was the wretched fate of a
people who disdained subjection to the laws of the house of
David, and whose impiety and effeminacy ended in s
destruction. L e

After a series of changes and events, of which an account
may be found in the history of the Temple, Nebuhcadnezzar,
king of Babylon, with his forces, took possession of Jeru-
salem, and having made captive Jehoiachim the king of Ju-
dah, clevated his uncle Zedekiah to the throne, after bind-
ing him by a solemn oath neither to make innovations in the
government, nor to take part with the Egyptians in their
wars against Babylon, P Lo i
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At the end of eight years Zedekiah violated his oath te

Nebuchadnezzar, by forming a tfreaty offensive and de-
fensive with the Egyptians; thinking that jointly they could
subdue the king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar immediately
marched and ravaged Zedekiah’s country, seized his castle
and fortress, and proceeded to the siege of Jerusalem. Pha-
raoh, learning how Zedekiah was pressed, advanced to his
relief, with a view of raising the siege. Nebuchadnezzar,
having intimation thereof, would not wait his approach, but
proceeded to give him battle, and in one contest drove him
out of Syria. This circumstance suspended the siege.
- In the ninth year of Zetlekiah’s reign, the king of Baby-
ton again besieged Jerusalem, with a large army, and for a
year and a half exerted all his strength to conquer it; but
the city did not yield, though enfeebled by famine and pesti-
tilence. -

In the eleventh year the siege went on vigorously; the
Babylonians completed their works, having raised towers all
round the city so as to drive the invaded party from its
walls. The place, though a preyjto plague and famine, was
obstinately defended during the space of a year and a half.
But at length, want of provisions and forces compelled its
surrender, and it was accordingly delivered, at midnight, to
the officers of Nebuchadnezzar.

Zedekiah, seeing the troops enter the temple, abscond-

ed by a narrow pass to the desert, with his officers and
friends: but advice of his escape being given to the Baby-
lonians, they pursued them early in the morning, and sur-
rounded them near Jerico, where they were bound and car-
ried before the king, who ordered his wives and children to
be put to death in his sight, and then ordered Zedckiah’s
eyes to be put out, and himself conducted in chains to Baby-
lon.
- After this victory, Nebuchadnezzar despatched his prin-
cipal officer, Nebuzaradan, to Jerusalem, to ransack and
burn both palace and temple, to raze thecity to the ground,
and conduct the captive inbabitants to Babylon; this orderhe
accordingly executed. Among the captives were the fol-
lowing persons of eminence: Seraiah,the high priest; Zepha-
niah, next in rank; the secretary to the king; three princi-
pal keepers of the temple, seven of the king’s chosen friends,
and other persons of distinction.

In the seventieth year of the capivity of the Jews, and the
first of the reigi®of Cyrus, king of Persia, he issued his fa-



o52 ROYAL ARCH MASON.

mous odict purporting that the God, adored by the Israslites,
was the Eternal Being through whose bounty he enjoyed the
regal dignity; and that he bad found himself honorably mesn-
tioned by the prophets of ancient date, as the persen whe
should cause Jerusalem to be rebuilt, and restore the He-
brews to their former state of grandeur and independency;
he, therefore, gave orders for the release of the eaptives,
with his permission. to retarn to their own native country,
te rebuild the city, and the house of the Lord. o

" The principal people of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin,
with the priests and Levites, immediately departed for Je-
rusalem and commenced the undertaking; but many of the
Jews determined to remain in Babylon, rather than relim-
quish the possessions they had obtained in that city.

Charge to a newly exalted Companion.

«WorTHY CoMPANION,~—By the consent and assistance
of the members of this chapter, you are now exalted tothe
sublime and honorable degree of a royal arch mason. Hav-
ing attained this degree, you have arrived at the summit and
perfection of ancient masonry: and are consequently enti-
tled to a full explanation of the mysteries of the order. .

«The ritcs and mysteries developed in this degree have
been handed down through a chosen few unchanged by time,
and uncontrolled by prejudice: and we expect and trust, they
will be regarded by you with the same veneration, and trans-
mitted with the same scrupulous purity to your successors. -

«No one can reflect on the ceremonies of gaining admis-
sion into this place, without being forcibly struck with the
important lessons which they teach.

- «sHere we are nccessarily led to contcmplate with gratitade
and admiration, the sacred source from whence all earthly
comforts flow; here we find additional inducements to eon-
tinue steadfast and immoveable in the discharge of our res-
pective duties; and here we are bound, by the mast solemn
ties, to promote cach others’ welfare, and correct each
others’ failings, by advice, admonition, and reproof. ,

«sAs it is our most earnest desire, and a duty we owe to our
companions of this order, that the admission of every candi-
date into this chapter should be attended by the approbation
of the most scrutinizing eye, we hope afways to
the satisfaction of finding nonc among us, but such as will
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promote, to the utmost of their power, the great end of
our institution. By paying due attention to this determina-
tion, we expect you will never recommend any candidate to
this chapter, whose abilities and knowledge of the foregoing
degrees you cannot freely vouch for, and whom you do not
firmly and confidently believe will fully conform to the prin-
ciples of our order, and fulfil the obligations of a royal arch
mason. While such are our members, we may expect to be
united in one object, without lukewarmness, inattention, or
neglect; but zeal, fidelity, and affection, will be the distin-
guishing characteristics of our society, and that satisfaction,
‘harmony, and peace, may be enjoyed at our meetings, which
no other society can afford.”

Closing.

The chapter is closed with solemn ceremonies; and the

following prayer is rehearsed, by the most excellent high
riest:

'p By the Wisdom of the Supreme High Priest may we be
-directed, by his Sirength may we be enabled, and by the
Beauty of virtue may we be incited, to perform the obligations
‘here enjoined on us; to keep inviolably the mysteries here
unfolded to us; and invariably to practise all those duties
out of the chapter, which are inculcated in it.” :
: Response. 8o mote it be.—fAmen.

- - After these observations, little more can be wanted to en-
courage the zealous mason to persevere in his researches.
Whoever has traced the art in regular progression frem
the commencement of the first, to the conclusion of the se-
venth degree, according to the plan here laid down, will have
amassed an ample store of useful learning; and must reflect
with pleasure on the good effects of his past diligence and
attention: while, by applying the whole to the general ad-
vantage of seciety, he will observe method in the proper dis-
tribution of what he has acquired, secure to himself the ven-

“ eration of masons, and approbation of all good men.
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