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INTRODUCTION.

Although I am much pleased to.do my best to write a brief In-
troduction to the invaluable History of Freemasonry in Canada, by
my esteemed Friend and Brother, J. Ross Robertson, I find it ex-
tremely difficult to even glance at the main features of the subject, or
to describe the chief characteristics of this colossal work, within the
limited space usually alloted for such an effort.

In the first place, this History has no equal of the class either as
respects its magnitude, its originality, jts interest and attractiveness, its
literary skill, or its conspicuous success. Many of the author’s extra-
ordinary finds and well-directed researches, if fully narrated, would sur-
prise even those most familiar with his indomitable perseverance and
unwearying persistence in getting at the foundation facts of the subject,
the difficulties which would have frightened or vanquished others being
to him but incentives to renewed and increased efforts until reliable in-
formation had been obtained. In these Volumes will be found numer-
ous indications of Brother Robertson’s remarkable discoveries as an
original and most fortunate investigator. One may be mentioned at
my own expense, that of the portrait of the R. W. Bro. Simon McGil-
livray (P. M. Lo. of Antiquity, London & P. J. G. W. England, Prov.
G. M. of Upper Canada), who was present as acting S. G. W. at
the ratification of the * Articles of Union” by the Grand Lodge
(‘“ Moderns ”’) on December 1st, 1813. Every effort on my part had
proved abortive and the search had virtually been abandoned, when
a letter came from Bro. Robertson, asking me to visit Admiral Daw-
kins, at Stoke Gabriel (within a few miles of Torquay), as Mrs. Daw-
kins was a daughter of the late Bro. McGillivray, and had a fine oil
painting of her father which she was willing to have copied. Alas,
both the dear old Admiral and his wife have since died, but until their
lamented decease they took the liveliest interest in my friend’s
triumphs.

Other extremely valuable discoveries will be gratefully noted in
the following pages, such as the Warrant of the Lodge at Detroit of
A.D. 1764, the Clearance Certificate of the “ Select Lodge,” Quebec,
of 1761, and the rare Grand ILodge Certificate of 1776, granted to
the celebrated Mohawk Chief, Captain Brant. This document is
known as the “ Three Graces " variety and the oldest form adopted
by the Senior Grand Lodge of England. The most important and
extraordinax:y of all, however, is the finding of the warrant of appoint-
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ment of the R. W. Bro. William Jarvis as Provincial Grand Master of
Upper Canada, A.D. 1792, with the Seal of the “ Grand Lodge in Lon-
don of Free and Accepted Masons according to the old Institutions,” or
** Ancients.” .

A noteworthy feature of this great work is its interesting char-
acter generally, the volumes being of considerable value, especially
the first of the trio, to Masonic students wherever located and particu-
larly to our Brethren in the United States, as well as the Craft
in England, Ireland and Scotland (including the Colonies and De-
pendencies of the British Crown), all of whom have a direct interest
in all that concerns the origin, history and prosperity of the premier
Grand Lodge, about which so much is said, and well said, in the follow-
ing pages. ‘

Information is also afforded as to the Grand Lodges of Ireland
and Scotland, based upon the latest researches, and narrated in such
a genial manner, that even what ordinarily would be deemed “dry
details,” are found to make quite pleasant reading. As the facts are
brought down to date, the Brotherhood in Canada, for whom the
work has mainly been written, may be congratulated on having the
most complete, reliable and interesting History of a Grand Lodge
ever published, and with such a wealth of details, illustrations and
invaluable fac-similes of most important documents, as to be almost
embarrassing, but the value of which, it is impossible to exaggerate.

I cordially bear my testimony to the accuracy of Bro. Robert-
son’s able and concise digest of the early history of the Craft, and
feel assured it will be much appreciated by brethren in Canada, who
consult the first Volume for Masonic information beyond the confines
of their own Grand Lodge, and so by others in the several Provinces
of that widespread and prosperous Dominion.

The plan of the Work could not be improved, as the whole ground
is covered, and what is more, so intelligently and helpfully are the
Chapters arranged, that notwithstanding their comprehensive and
elaborate character, the systematic divisions, into suggestive sections
and periods, together with the very full Indices, leave nothing to be
desired for facility of reference, chronological sequence or general
study. There is not another such Treatise that so concisely explains
all the Geographical or Territorial characteristics of British North
America in relation to the origin and spread of the Fraternity, and
from a numismatical standpoint the third Chapter is of considerable
utility : all the mysteries of Colonial Currency being clearly described
and explained by a master-hand. Heraldry has also been ably treated
from a Masonic point of view, the numerous explanations and illus-
trations relating thereto adding much to the instructive and useful
character of the Work. Historically and artistically the deeply inter-
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esting Chapter devoted to the origin of Masonry, the researches of
modern writers, the MS. Constitutions and cognate inquiries, is a
model compilation, which, while it must have entailed considerable
labour on the part of the author, has amply repaid him for all the time
devoted to the enquiry. It cannot fail to prove most helpful to the
younger members of the Fraternity, who lack Bro. Robertson’s facili-
ties in the line of original research and in the possession of an ample
Masonic Library. In some respects he has been much more success-
ful than some of us resident in England, as witness the plates of the
interior and exterior of the old Masons’ Hall in Basinghall St. and
the cuts of the lately demolished “ Goose and Gridiron Tavern,”
London, with the descriptive letter press.

As to Ireland, the History of the Craft in that country is prac-
tically being rewritten by Bro. Dr. W. J. Chetwode Crawley, his dis-
coveries regarding the existence of the Brotherhood in the 17th Cen-
tury, and the Grand Lodge (which was at work for more years prior
to the start of the organization at Dublin 1729-30, than hitherto
known), being of special importance and are among the latest sur-
prises which have been sprung upon us by that scholarly and diligent
investigator.

Dr. Crawley has traced the Royal Arch Degree back to 1743,
in print, being a reference to a Procession of an old Lodge at Youg-
hall, Ireland, in which evidently R. A. Brethren took part. This is
the earliest intimation, tyvpographically speaking, yet traced in the
world, but practically it goes no farther back than the several particu-
lars to be found in Dr. Dassigny’s “ Enquiry ” of the year 1744, that
author stating that the Degree was worked in London, Dublin and
York some years before.

It is well to remember that though its earlicst minutes have been
missing since the second decade dof this century, the old Lodge
at Stirling (Scotland) claims to have been familiar with the ceremony
from 1743 or earlier, and to my mind fairly substantiates its position,
as being or having been the possessors of the oldest actual Records
relative to the Royal Arch, in Great Britain and Ireland or elsewhere.

So far as is known at present, the arrangement and knowledge
of the Three Degrees of the Craft are due to the Grand Lodge of
England, started in 1717, but sufficient data has not been discovered
to establish the precise origin of Roval Arch Masonry, save that it
was probably British or Irish, but most likely English.

The Lodges under the premier Grand Lodge of England were
at a disadvantage in one respect, as compared with the “ Ancients ”
or * Atholl Masons,” because their Warrants did not cover the work-
ing of the Roval Arch as those of the latter, hence from (say) 1740°to
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1767, there was no governing Body to empower the “ Moderns ” (as
they were called) to hold meetings for the conferring of that cere-
mony. However, the brethren acted on what may be termed their
“time immemorial ” rights (as they did in forming Lodges before
the Grand Lodge era), and assembled as Royal Arch Masons, having
the Craft Warrant in the room to give the gathering an air of regu-
larity, or without such fictitious and needless authority.

In 1767, the “ Moderns ” Grand Chapter was organized in Lon-
don to control the Degree, separate warrants, and distinct enumera-
tion from the Lodges being features of the new arrangement, until
the Union of the two rival Grand Chapters in 1817 from which time
these chapters (remaining under England) have had to be placed
under the protecting wings of Lodges, and take their numbers on the
Register. The only Chapter formed under such auspices, 1767-1817
in Canada was the Unity No. 19, Quebec, 11th February, 1780.

In considering the origin of Chapters, in what may appear an
informal or irregular manner, during the period in question, one
should carefully guard against applying Constitutional tests of the
present time to any such cases, for under the then existing circum-
stances, Royal Arch Companions were perfectly justified in assembling
in Chapters of their own creation, as well as in conferring the cere-
mony on regular Master Masons, of any Jurisdiction, who were resi-
dents in the neighbourhoods affected, whatever may be said to the
contrary.

Another point must also be considered, as it intimately concerns
the early transactions of several Lodges-in Canada, as well as else-
where. I refer to instances of brethren who petitioned for the right
to hold Lodges and obtained Warrants, issued and signed by Provin-
cial Grand Masters, and duly paid the fees for the same, but the local
authorities either long delayed the remittances to head quarters in.Lon-
don (England) or used the monies for their own purposes, and made
no returns whatever. In all such cases I have no hesitation in declar-
ing, that on proof of the payments having been duly made on behalf
of these Lodges, their precedence should be reckoned from the dates
of Constitution or Warrants, whether the fees were unlawfully retained
for years, or were never paid by the Provincial Grand Masters or
other responsible agents, to the Grand Lodge to whom the sums
belonged. These Brethren were the appointed representatives of such
Bodies and their receipts were a sufficient discharge, being practically
the same as if the Charters were granted by the Grand Masters and the
fees paid direct accordingly.

It will not do for me, however, to enter upon a consideration of
the topics so graphically treated herein, for any such remarks would
be beyond the scope of this brief Introduction. I should like, how-



INTRODUCTION. xi

ever, to most heartily acknowledge my indebtedness to Bro. J. Ross
Robertson for this magnificent Work (as representing the Students
in the Old Country), the result of enormous labour and expense on
his part, and a monument to his untiring industry, persistent re-
searches, self sdcrifice and a never failing enthusiasm, which has
placed in the hands of the Craft Universal, and especially his own
Grand Lodge, the finest Volumes of the kind ever published in con-
nection with the History of the Masonic Fraternity.

One great advantage in treating the History in Sections is the
number of Chapters that have been devoted to the origin and career
of Lodges, which are, or have been, on the Register. These are
really a series of Histories of Lodges, each being complete and ex-
haustive, thus adding immensely to the interest and value of the
Work and making the Volumes as necessary to the individual Lodges
as to Masonic Students, or-the Libraries of Grand Lodges or other
important and more or less public Societies.

I cannot conclude these remarks without once more expressing
my admiration of Brother Robertson’s magnificent services on behalf
of his Grand Lodge. Though he has given me a free hand to criticize
his great Work to any extent, and to point out any defects, I have
nothing but praise to offer, and heartfelt gratitude to tender, for his
amazing energy and unwearying efforts, in preparing and - publishing
such a noble contribution to the Literature of the “ Fraternity of
Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons.”

WM. JAMES HUGHAN.
Torquay, England,
January 2nd, 1899.
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HISTORY OF

FREEMASONRY IN CANADA.

CHAPTER L

CoLLECTING CRAFT RECORDS AND THE DIFFICULTY OF TRACING EARLY
ORGANIZATIONS.—THE PLAN OF THE WORK AND THE
PERIODS OF MASONRY DEALT WITH. .

It is now one hundred and three years since the select and happy
few, who, blessed with the knowledge of our mystic fellowship,
banded togcther and circled around the Masonic altar in what was
then a trackless forest, the home of the savage and the haunt of wild
fowl, but now one of the great centres of Christianity and civilization.

Of the carly history of the Craft in this country some little has
been made known through the medium of published sketches oi a
iew of the oldest and most prominent lodges. But, with one or two
exceptions, they give only a partial insight into the struggles and
progress of the Craft. In those days the sons of light in such parts
were few in number, and the great tree of Masonry was but a tender
sapling, requiring nourishment, so that as the vears rolled by it could
gather strength and, like a monarch of the forest, stand the fierce
blasts of the winter’s gales. Before the first sound of the woodman's
axe was lost in echo or the hand of the surveyvor had laid out the lines
which marked the hmits of many of our now populous cities, the
venerable Order had its adherents in Canada. ‘They had bright
dreams of the motherland, and sought to perpetuate in their adopted
home the princaiples of brotherly love, relief and truth, which, with
their brethren in the old land bevond the sea, they had solemnly
pledged themselves, before the Sacred Volume, to maintain and
uphold.

To arrange in anvthing like chronological order the records of the
Craft in Western Canada prior to 1792 is a matter that is attended
with dithculty.  Few of these records are intact, in fact it is only by a
perusal of stray lodge minutes and other primitive documents that an
idea of the work of our Masonmie forefathers can be gathered. The
writer, however, will endeavor to present, for the first time, all that
can be traced of the work of the pioneers of Masonry in Upper
Canada, so that the future historian may have an easy task when his
time comes, to fill in gaps of history, out of material which is
perchance hidden in the archives of old lodges, or in some quict
corner of the few existing dwellings that sheltered Masonic ancestors
of a century ago.

The carly history of Freemasonry in Upper Canada is to the
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fraternity of modern times but little known; to the aspiring Masonic
students—and there are not a few—and to the enthusiastic initiate—of
whom we hope there are many—the collection of as much obtainable
data as existing records can furnish will prove of more than passing
interest. Many years ago an effort was made to collate for the press,
material for a Craft history, and after a protracted and toilsome quest
for individual lodge records and documents, many of which were at
that time undiscovered, publication was made of all that could
interest the Craft. But the leading links were missing, and it is only
after persistent personal search, extending over a period of twelve
years, that the writer has been enabled to marshal with something
akin to regularity, connected and consecutive proceedings, from
records of Provincial Grand Lodges, and the minute books of the
early private lodges, which flourished in the days of the olden time.
Indeed, there is a vague impression in many minds that there are
still hidden in the keeping places of the Craft records or data that
would furnish complete continuity and accuracy to the Masonic
history of this country, especially that portion of the vast territory
known for so many years as Upper Canada, now the garden province
of Ontario.

One cannot venture with absolute exactness to give the day and
date of the issue of the first Craft warrant in Canada. Yet it is well
that in the endeavor to trace early organizations we should briefly
refer to those of which we have knowledge, prior to the year 1800,
for after that period, crude as many of the records are, there exist
minutes and memoranda that make, as far as genealogical sequence
is concerned, the task less intricate than it otherwise might have been.

As this history purposes to deal with Masonry in each of the
Provinces of the Dominion, it may not be amiss as a guide to the
reader to give as much information as possible in tabular form of all
lodges from the carliest times in what is now the Dominion of Canada.
The lists issued with this work afford the information in a concise vet
comprehensive manner, but to carry the reader along the stream of
Craft history the knowledge of a few dates will keep fresh in the mind
many points which could not be retained without reference to such
tabulated lists.

It would scarcely be fair to the reader to inflict upon him any-
thing more than an epitome of general Canadian history. This work
is mainly intended for Masons, and the matter given appertains to and
immediately concerns the fraternity.

While this remark may apply to the Canadian Craftsman, there
are thousands of the fraternity in both the old and new worlds who
do not possess a very intimate acquaintance—indeed, in the writer's
experience they occasionally displav a serious lack of knowledge—
of Canada, its origin, its territory and population, both general and
Masonic. Will it, therefore, be inappropriate if, while giving them
an opportunity to read the story of our Canadian Craft, one ventures
to retill fields that, perchance, since the days of the summoning
school-bell, have lain in fallow, and draw a picture of a country and a
Craft jurisdiction which has not as yet been distanced in the race for
prosperitv and advancement in all works which benefit humankind.

In this work. therefore, the effort will be to give in continuous
and comprehensive form:
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1st. A sketch of the British North American continent, showing
the Province of Canada in 1763; the Province of Quebec up to 1791;
Upper and Lower Canada, 17y1-1841; Canada, East and West, 1841-
67; and the Dominion of Canada, 1867-97, and a general outline of
Canadian history, so that the reader may have some knowledge of the
extent of territory within the limits of the Dominion of Canada.

2nd. Early colonial currency. The coins and paper money used
for Craft purposes from 1760-1807.

3rd. Something about the origin of Masonry. The manuscript
constitutions and the first speculative work.

4th. The early records of the Craft in Ingland and the Grand
Lodges of Lngland, Ireland and Scotland.

6th. The antiquity of heraldy and armorial devices. The arms of
Masonry.

7th. First glimpses of Freemasonry on the American continent
and its introduction into Canada.

With these pioncer chapters is then given in periods, the history
of Masonry in Upper Canada, so that the reader may fraternize with
the Craft from its foundation in the province down to the work of the
present day.

(1) The first period covers the work of the Craft lodges war-
ranted in that part of the old Province of Quebec, which in 1791
became Upper Canada.

(2) The second period will be that from 1792 until 1822, being
the term of the fArst Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, undcer
R. W. Bro. William Jarvis, at Niagara and Y ork, with an account of
the work of a schisinatic Grand Lodge at Niagara, 1802-22, and the
history of all the lodges on the register of the first Provincial Grana
Lodge, with the exception of the work of the Kingston Convention
from 1817-22.

(3) The third period will be devoted to the history of the Grana
Masonic Convention, which met at Kingston under R. \V. Bro. Ziba
M. Phillips, from 1817-1822, and the history of the lodges warranted
by it and under its control.

(4) The fourth period will cover the labour of the second Provin-
cial Grand Lodge and its subordinaic lodges from 1822 to 184z
under R. W. Bros. Simon McGillivray, P.G.M.; James Fitzgibbon,
D.P.G.M.; and John Beikie, D.P.G.M., with the lodges warrantea
by that body. This period will also cover the history of the attempted
revival in Upper Canada in 1836 under W. Bro. Duncombe, with the
revival by the Conventions of 1842-43 at Kingston and Smith’s Falls,
and the formation of a Provincial Grand Lodge at the latter place in
1844, all under R. W. Bro. Z. M. Phillips.

(5) The fifth period will trace the advent and history of the
third Provincial Grand Lodge of 1843-57 and its lodges. with a his-
tory of its dissolution and the formation of The \ncient Grand Lodge
of Canada, under R. W. Dros. Sir Allan Napier MacNab and Thonras
Gibbs Ridout, from 1857-5%

(6) The sixth period wiil embrace that section of Craft histon
which immediatelh preceded the formation in 18535 of the Grand
Lodge of Canada at Hamilton. nnder M. W, Bro WML Wilson.

(7) The seventh period will contain a record of the proceedings
which led to the union of the third Provincial Grand Tlodee, or
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rather The Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada with the Grand Lodge
of Canada under the style and title of The Grand Lodge of Canada.

This will include all Masonic work in the Province of Upper
Canada, afterwards known as Canada West, from 1792 down to 1858,
and then it is the purpose of the writer to carry this history to the close
of the year 1898, thus including the work of the Grand Lodge of
Canada, 1858-98.

CHAPTER 11

THE First PERIOD.—A SKETCH OF BRITISH NORTH AMERICA WITH
ITS TERRITORIAL DIVISIONS, 1763-18Q7, AND THE POLIT-
ICAL DIVISIONS OF UPPER CANADA FROM I79I.

It will be helpful to the reader—young or old—who may not
be familiar with the geography of the Provinces of Canada from 1760-
1898, in which period lies the story of the Craft, to recount in a few
pages so much concerning British America, its history and its divi-
sions for the purposes of civil government, as. will familiarize the
reader with the land in which the Masonic homes described are
situated.

By the Treaty of Paris, signed 1oth February, 1763, Canada was
formally annexed to the possessions of Great Britain. France
renounced any pretensions to Nova Scotia, and ceded to Britain all
Canada, as well as Cape Breton and the islands and coasts on the
Gulf and River St. Lawrence. The treaty included four separate
governments, namely, the Province of Quebec, East and West
Florida and Grenada. We are, however, more particularly interested
in the Province of Quebec, or, as it was ofhcially known, * The
Government of Quebec.”

This territory was divided in 1791 into Upper and Lower
Canada, and at the union of the Provinces became Canada East and
West, and since the Act of Confederation in 1866 has been known as
the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario.

Years before the Province of Quebec, as defined by the
proclamation of 1763, and that portion of the western territory, now
comprised in Ontario, Manitoba, the North-west Territories and
British Columbia, now provinces of the Dominion, were politically
divided, Craft lodges existed and were governed by a Provincial
Grand Lodge at Quebec. So that to comprehend the limit of the
Masonic jurisdiction embraced in the old boundaries of what is now
the Dominion, a short reference will, it is hoped, assist the reader and
enable him to trace not only the progress of Masonry in the
Dominion, but that of a country, which has made phenomenal
advancement as part of the British Empire.

It must be remembered that west of the present city of Quebec,
a hundred and thirty years ago, the country was practically a wilder-
ness, and that east of the Ottawa, the cities, towns and villages of
to-day were but clearings in the forest, occupied by the pioneer
sheltered from danger by his log cabin and picket fence. West of
the Ottawa, almost to the setting sun, was a forest so dense that even
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the hardy pioneer preferred in his wanderings for a new home, to
trust himself to the dangers of the waterways, the rivers and lakes,
rather than peril his life by following the narrow trail of the
aborigines, or hazard an encounter with the wild dwellers of the
forest, who, at a disadvantage with an Indian hunter, might not be
as diffident in forming the acquaintance of the white settler.

The early lodges, excepting those in the cities of Quebec and
Montreal, were not located in towns or villages, for of these there
were none, but in the sparsely inhabited settlements dotted at long
distances from one another in the newly-formed townships of the
Province. Even after the division of Quebec and the western terri-
tory into Upper and Lower Canada, warrants for lodges were in
many cases not granted to particular settlements, but to certain
brethren for a lodge in a district, county or in a township, and in
sume instances even the name of the county was not given.

The grantors of such a warrant were evidently of the opinion that
as long as the brethren immediately concerned had a knowledge of the
locality, that was sufficient for all purposes. The question of lodge
jurisdiction was not then in the circle of debate, and those who sought
Masonic light required but to be of full age and good repute in order
to be eligible to wear the lambskin.

While this lax method may have been, and certainly was, accept-
able to our forefathers in the Craft, it has not been of material aid to
the garnering of Masonic history. Indeed, were it not for a close
study of the political and municipal divisions of the country, many of
our lodge histories would be in an inextricable state of entanglement.

One of the chief difficulties in collecting material for the present
history has been to determine the location of the lodges in the town-
ships. more particularly when the name of a village or hamlet was
similar to that of a township, and when the lodge warrant was without
a designating number. as is the custom in the issue of some modern
charters. There being no other data than the name of the place of
meeting and the names of the charter members, the quest involved
a lengthened <earch of assessment rolls, even as far back as 1792, to
determine by the names of the members whether they resided in the
village or hamlet named in the warrant. or in perhaps a township
of the sanme name, fiity or a hundred miles distant.  Indeed. the actual
notation of some warrants to which numbers had not been allotted
could only be determined with accuracy by a reference to those of
lodges in adjacent townships that had been numbered, either at an
carlier or later period, when issued by the Provincial Grand Lodge.

This applies more especially to the period 1817-22, for after that
the svitem of location and notation was carefully carried out in the
1sue and cnunreration of warrants.

Interwaven in this work mayv be found references incidental to
the history of the country. These are necessary so that all who
are concerned in the fife of our Craft may know something of the
men whoo while pillars in their lodges. were sturdy pioneers in agri-
cuwtnre, in education, and in the civil government. not forgetting
those who at their country’s call followed the flag and fought in
defence of their homes.

Warbim the memory of brethren now just in sight of the horder-
Land of hic, this country. eighty vears ago. was trulv one of magnifi-
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cent distances, and a journey from the extreme west to the extreme
east of even the Province of Ontario was a matter of weeks. Now it
is one of hours. One of the first men who surveyed the western
forest was a Mason, and some of the last generation of the fraternity
still live to record how many of the first settlers west of the Ottawa
looked forward with pleasurable anticipation to the monthly reunion,
when the Holy Writings would be opened and the Great Lights
spread. .

That part of the country west of the Province of Quebec was at
the close of the revolutionary war a wilderness, with a population of
about 2,000 whites, and these lived at the fortified posts on the St.
Lawrence, Niagara and St. Clair Rivers. The Imperial Government,
as a home for the loyalist refugees, created a new colony to the west
of the older settlements. It was duly surveyed, the work being per-
formed by the Hon. John Collins, Deputy Surveyor-General, who
was at the same time Provincial Grand Master of the Grand Lodge at
Quebec. It was while on this survey that St. James’ Lodge at
Cataraqui (Kingston), which had been warranted from Quebec, was
constituted, organized and duly opened.

On 24th July, 1788, Lord Dorchester, the Governor at Quebec,
by proclamation divided the newly founded western colony into four
districts, viz.: Lunenburg, extending from the Ottawa to the River
Gananoque; Mecklenburg, from the Gananoque to the Trent; Nassau,
from the Trent to Long Point on Lake Erie; and Hesse, embracing
all the residue of Canada to the St. Clair River. By an Act passed at
the first session of the Legislature of Upper Canada the names of the
various districts were changed. Lunenburg was called the Eastern
District; Mecklenburg, the Midland District; Nassau, the Home Dis-
trict; and Hesse, the Western District. A fifth district, that of Gaspe,
was also formed in the lower part of the province.

In 1791 the Constitutional Act was passed by the Imperial Par-
liament. In 1774 an Act had been passed for more effectual provision
for the government of the province of Quebec in North America;
but owing to the influx of British immigrants, known as United
Empire Loyalists, who settled at various points along the north shore
of Lake Ontario and in the Niagara peninsula, it was found nccessary
to amend that Act, and accordingly that of 1791 was passed, and the
Province of Quebec was divided into two separate provinces. to be
called Upper Canada and Lower Canada. In a proclamation by
Lieutenant-Governor Clarke, who was acting in the absence of Lord
Dorchester, issued 26th December, 1791, the division of the province
took effect. The proclamation dividing Lower Canada into electoral
districts was issued at Quebec by Lieutenant-Governor Clarke on
7th May, 1792, and that dividing Upper Canada was issued at Kings-
ton by Lieutenant-Governor Simicoe on the 16th July, 1792. The last
named document was one of the first, if not the first, signed by
Willhiam Jarvis, as the official Secretary of the Province. Ile also had
been appointed on 7th March, 1792, Provincial Grand Master of
Upper Canada by the Athol Grand Lodge of England. It is rather a
coincidence that one hundred years later the office of Grand Master
of Canada in Ontario was held by Hon. J. M. Gibson, Q.C.. Provin-
cial Sccretary of Ontario, formerly Upper Canada.

Many of the United Empire Lovalists were Masons, and the
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majority of those in the New Oswegatchie lodge at Elizabethtown,
now brockville, were initiated in lodges in the State of New York
before the exodus to Canada. The first Parliament of Lower Canada
met at Quebec on the 17th December, 1792, and that of Upper Canada
at Niagara, then Newark, on the 17th September, 1792.

The boundary line between Upper and Lower Canada, from the
St. Lawrence to the Ottawa River, was located with a view to exclud-
ing from Upper Canada as many as possible of the existing
seignories. It may be explained that the tenure of land in Canada
under French rule was a modification of the feudal system. Large
blocks of land, from two to three leagues square, were granted to
seigneurs, who were generally military officers or heads of aristocratic
French families. The condition of holding these was fealty to the
King and Governors of the province, payment of a fifth, or quint, of
the purchase money to the royal treasury, to maintain order and
administer justice in their domain, and to erect corn mills and log or
stone fortresses for the protection of their tenants.

The dividing line between Upper and Lower Canada was thus
defined. It commenced at a * stone boundary on the north bank of
the Lake of St. Francis (St. Lawrence River), at Pointe au Boudet,
between the limits of the Township of Lancaster and the Seigncurie
of New Longeuil, running along this limit north 34° west to the west
angle of New Longeuil, and along the north-west boundary of
Vaudreuil, north and east until it strikes the Ottawa River, up this
river to Lake Temiscamingue, and by a line from its head to the
boundary of Hudson’s Bay, including all territory to the west and
south of that line, in Canada.”

Under the proclamation of Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe, as pre-
viously stated, the Province of Upper Canada was divided into districts,
counties and townships, which were added to by Lieutenant-Governor
Gore at a later period. The districts formed by Lord Dorchester in
1788 were increased from four to eight, viz.: 1st, the Eastern, with
the counties of Glengarry, Stormont, Dundas, Prescott and Russell;
2nd, the Johnstown District, with the counties of Grenville, Leuds
and Carleton; 3rd, the Midland District, with the counties of IFron-
tenac, Lennox and Addington, Hastings and Prince Edward; 4th
the Newcastle District, with the counties of Northumberland and
Durham; sth, the Home District, which included the Fast and West
Ridings of the County of York: 6th, the London District, with the
counties of Norfolk, Oxford and Middlesex; 7th, the Niagara Dis-
trict, with the counties of l.incoln and Haldimand, and the Western,
which embraced Kent and Essex.

These were the counties in existence during the Craft period of
1702 to 1822, and the Masonic map gives the location of each and
the qtuation of the lodges.

The territorial divisions referred to have. of course, undergome
many changes.  The districts have been abolished and the counties
re-arranged, but with few exceptions the township lines are much
the siune as when originally surveved. The cities have been erected
with separate municipalities, but not within the Masonic perind with
which we are now dealing.

The Dominion of Canada in its confederation of provinces com-
prices all the Britich poscessions in North  America, except New-
foundland. the West Indies and PBritich Honduras
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The divisions of Canada are the Provinces of Ontario, Quebec,
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Manitoba,
British Columbia, North-west Territories, District of Keewatin, the
Islands of the Arctic, and those of Hudson’s Bay.

The Province of Ontario has an area of 107,780 square miles,
and Quebec, 180,355, and the entire Dominion has an area of about
three and a half millions of square miles.

The Provinces of Nova Scotia (1866), New Brunswick (1867),
Prince Edward Island (1875), Quebec (1869), Ontario (1858), Mani-
toba (1875), and British Columbia (1871), have each sovereign and
supreme Masonic jurisdictions, which were established in the years
indicated. In 1897 Nova Scotia had 64 Craft lodges, and a member-
ship of 3,351; New Brunswick had 31 Craft lodges, and a membership
of 1,764 ; Prince Edward Island had 12 Craft lodges, and a membership
of 515; Quebec had 56 lodges, and a membership of 3,530; Ontario
(Grand Lodge of Canada) had 356 lodges, and a membership of 23.-
35I; Manitoba had 54 lodges, and a membership of 2,413; and finally
British Columbia, 24 lodges, and a membership of 1,272. Grand
total, 597 lodges and 36,196 members.

CHAPTER IIL

EArRLY CoLoNIAL CURRENCY.—THE CoiINs AND PAPER MONEY USED
FOR CRrRAFT PURPOSES FROM 1760-1897.—Tue Cost OF
WARRANTS AND THE FEES AND DUES OF LODGES OF THE
PERIOD.

[t may be sauntering bevond the recognized limits of our history,
and perchance into an arena which may be more suitable for the
_students of cold fact and dry statistics, when one ventures to present
in connection with Masonry the variations and definitions of the carly
colonial currency.

And yet no salient reason can be urged why the Craftsman of
to-day should not be informed as to the coins and currency that his
ancestors in lodge work handled when settling initiation fees, dues or
contributions to the general charity of the Crait.

To the credit of the brethren of those bygone times who did the
clerical work be it stated, that the accounts between the subordinate
lodges and the Grand Lodges were reasonably well kept. The debits
and credits with the members of each lodge show an exactness of
detail which would convince some of our modern treasurers and
secretaries that their predecessors in office, if not in possession of a
diploma from a modern business college, had a knowledge of writing
and arithmetic which served the purpose to a demonstration.

One can be readily informed of the many methods emploved in
keeping “ statements of account,” and of the variety of coinage used
by early brethren by a perusal of some of the old manuscripts of
either the original Grard Lodge of England—the Moderns—irom
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1717, or those of the third Grand Lodge, that of *“ The Ancients,”
from 1751.

These, however, give but the accounts in sterling money, paid
over by bills drawn on London, generally through the smpping
houses of Quebec and Montreal, some of whose principals were, as a
general rule, members of the Craft.

The curiosity of the Canadian reader, howcver, can be better
satisfied by a look at some of the lodge records in his own land. In
another chapter is given a fac simile of an advertisement in the
“ Quebec Gazette” of 1764, in which the price of admission to a
Masonic festival or dinner is named as * five shillings” of sterling
money.

Years later the receipts and disbursements of St. Andrew’s
lodge, Quebec, were kept in the sterling of the old land, while at
Montreal, in St. Peter’s lodge, in 1771, the sccretaries were familiar,
not only with the British money, but also with the louis d'or and
the convenient “ nine-penny ” piece of France, which could be ex-
changed for the English shilling.

Further west there was the New Oswegatchie lodge. which met
in 1787-go at Elizabethtown, now Brockville, with its Halifax cur-
rency of twenty currency shillings, equal to twenty cents each of
Dominion money, or four Spanish silver dollars, cach rated at five
shillings currency, to the pound. The Halifax pound was equal to
sixteen British shillings and to thirty-two shillings New York cur-
rency.

THE Seanisn Dorak.

It the lodges of the Niagara District, especially those at Newark,
17801800, which were convenient to the United States, every bt of
currency, from the newly-coined cent, the English hali penny, the

HALF-PENNY, GEORGE 111, 1700.
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THE PISTAREEN OF SpAIN, 1816.

pistareen of Spain, to ““ the dollar of our daddies,” as our American
brethren are wont to call it, passed without trouble.

UNITED STATES DoOLLAR, 1799.

The origin of the dollar sign, viz.: $, is enveloped in considerable
mystery. It originally meant “ pieces of eight.” The Spanish dollar,
from which our unit is derived, cousists of eight reals, the real being
the unit of Spanish moneys, and the common name of the Spanish
dollar in Spain is “ piece of eight,” or more commonly “ eights,” the
mark being merely a figure of 8 crossed by the plural sign.

_ And one must not forget the time-honored Rawdon, or * The
Lodge Between the Three Lakes, No. 492,” at York (Toronto), where
accounts were kept in not only Halifax, but New York currency,
the unit in the latter being the York shilling or Mexican real, minted
in Mexico in 1780, eight of which made up the Spanish dollar. This

THE MExicaN REaL, 1780.

lodge also favored the gold coins of Portugal, and the = hali joe ™ was
on one occasion made use of in remitting to the Provincial Grand
Lodge at Montreal, as evidence of regard and esteem on attiliation.
The peninsula of Portugal, originally part of Spain, was estab-
lished as an independent monarchy in the year 1092. No coinage in
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the world has enjoved a wider reputation or a greater circulation than
the gold coins of Portugal. The " joe” and the " half-joe ™ are
famihiar terms all over the world. The ships of the Portuguese have
sailed the waters of every sea, and their gold currency may be found
in cvery quarter of the globe.

In Canada during the earlier part of the present century the
** joe” and * half-joe ” were coins which had a large circulation. They
were used in sending remittances to different parts of the country as
being more convenient than silver. The unit of Portuguese money was
formerly the rei, of which one thousand were nearly equivalent to the
Spanish dollar, but this has been displaced by the millrei, or one
thousand reis, which is represented by a silver coin.

Since the middle of the seventeenth century Portugal has had
three systems of gold coinage. In 1722 the joannese scries first made
its appearance, and 1t continued until 1835, when it was abolished by
Mana II., and a third series instituted. In the “ joe™ series there
were seven denominations, those circulated in Canada being the
joannese of 12,800 reis, and the half-joannese of 6,400 reis.

This ““ joe ”” coinage takes its nane from the fact that it was first
introduced in 1722, bearing.on one side the head of John, Ning of
Portugal, and on the other side a crowned shicld.  In value it was
worth $16 Halifax currency, the half-joe being equal to about $3.00.

The coin which had the largest circulation in Canada was the
hali-joe of Maria I. On its obverse side was a bust of the Queen, and
the words " Maria, I. D. G, Port. et alg. Regma........ 1787 On
the reverse side was a crowned shield and no legend, which was the
same as the issue of 1723, which had for its obverse the " head ™ of
King John V.

In 1797 the Queen (Maria I.) became demanted, and her son,
John, was administrator of the government. In 1804 the name of
Maria was removed from the coin and that of the regent substituted.
In 1X16 he became King under the title of Johu \ L.

The " joe™ and " half-joe ™ issucs of 1787, 1804, 1807, 1823, all
circulated in Upper Canada. The value of the latter was about S%.00,

In 1808, Lodge No. 21, at Ingersoll, fixed the fees for the three
degrees at fifteen dollars, but afterwards reduced them to ten “on
account of the scarcity of money.”  In another place 1t is stated that
dues in this lodge were paid *“in wheat.”

In Grimshy lodge, the rule, in cases of affilation, was that a
brother should pay “two Spanish dollars for the fund,” while for
being “ disguised in liquor” a fine of “one Spamish dollar 7 was
imposed. It was also a rule that the Tvler <hould receive ™ one
Spanish dollar for every Mason that shall be made in this lodge ™

Candidates in Grimsby lodge in 1810 had to deposit 7" not less
thin two Spanish dollars.” and 1o imuation, ™ five Spanich Jollars for
ti first degree, three Spanish dollars for the sccond deerec. and three
Spamish dollars for being raiced to the sublime douree of a Master
Mason ™

“Due bills 7 for mitiation were popnlar m 8ot as o Mav of
that vear, in Grimsby lodge, “ I'ro Stevenson paid five dollars and
vove his due bill for five more”

There are four periods in the history of colomal currency, which
nerit attention, although that prior to 7oy 18wy anteresting
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from the fact that in that year, by proclamation of Queen Anne, the
rates at which foreign coin " in our several colonies and plantations
in America” should pass was fixed. The only coins the colonists
saw were of foreign silver, principally of Spain, which were rated, not
only in British sterling, but in the currency which for a hundred
years was known as Halifax currency.

The Spanish piece of eight, which after 1798 was called the
“Dollar,” had a sterling value of 4/6, while on account of its
similarity in make to the knglish coin, the popular or local rating was
by tale at 5/-.

Money in those days was more plentiful than when in 1621 no
less than 150 “young and incorrupt girls were imported into
Virginia as wives of the colonists, each being rated at 100 Ibs. of
tobacco, equal in value to £15 sterling.” As the Rev. Mr. Weems,
an early Virginia writer, has said, ~ it would have done a man’s heart
good to see the gallant young \ irginians hastening to the water side,
when a vessel arrived from London, each carrying a bundle of the
best tobacco under his arm, and taking back with him a beautiful and
virtuous young wife.”

In those days, indeed down to 1749, there were no Craft lodges
erected in Canada, although prior to that date and after 1738,
Erasmus James Phillips paid to the lodge in Boston for his initiation
the sum of $30, New York currency, which was equal to £7. 10. 0.,
Halifax currency, or £6. 0. o. sterling ($29.16 Dominion currency).
Bro. Phillips probably paid his fec in the Spanish milled dollar or
“ piece of eight.”

The second period may be considered as that after 1777, when
the “ Proclamation money ” passed away, and ** Halifax currency,”
which for nearly a century was the popular mercantile rating of
Canada, took its place, and in many cases ran side by side with New
York currency in business transactions and in the account books of
lodges. The year 1811 of this period was marked by an issue of paper
money in Canada, which was redeemed in 1813.

The third period embraces the dates from 1825-27 to 1830, in
the first of which the British Government issued an order in council
with the object of introducing British silver into general circulation
in all the Colonies, in the second of which the Legislature of Upper
Canada re-rated British silver, and in the third, when Upper Canada
demonetized the Spanish pistareen and the silver coins of France, so
that the dollar became the standard of value in both Upper and
Lower Canada.

The fourth period was in 1841, when the Provinces of Canada
becoming united, all past currency legislation was repealed. and a
standard of value fixed. so that the DBritish sovereign was equal to
£1 4s. 4d.

History shows that. as in Maryland in 1708, when “ tobacco was
the drink, meat and clothing of the planters and others.” no less
than a hundred years later the early Craftsmen used the fruits of the
field as money, and paid their lodge dues in wheat and sometimes in
whiskey. Many a time, too. the product ot beaver skins paid the fecs
and dues of brethren, who were accustomed to barter for a living,
owing to the dearth of coin.

The syvstems of bookkeeping in Canada from 1763 were almost
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as varied as the currency history of the country. The mercantile
accounts in Quebec and Montreal were kept in British sterling, which
was shortly followed by the rating known as Halifax currency, while
in the western part of old Canada, which after 1791 became Upper
Canada, New York currency held an even place with the Halifax
rating as a method of keeping accounts.

The lodge accounts at Niagara were always kept in both Halifax
and New York currency, probably from the fact that Bros. Tiffany,
Forsyth, Heron and others, were accustomed to keep their own
accounts in this form. As Mr. Thomas Chalmers, of Her Majesty’s
Treasury, in his work on the * History of Currency in the DBritish
Colonies,” a work of untold value. says: “ the currency history of

A FrexcH Ecu or Crowx, Louvis X\, 1767

Canada consists in the transition from the French ecu to the Sparish
dollar, and from that coin to the gold dollar of the United States.”

AN EARLY BiLL oF EXCHANGE, 180¢)

Masonic readers, who are of a numismatical turn of mind, wiil
be indirectly interested in seeing a fac simile of the orthodox ofticial
order, which brought in British sovercigns, a hali vear’s <alary to R
W. Bro. Jarvis, PG in Ins cvil capacity as Sceretany ol the

Digitized by GOOS[@
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FAcC SIMILE OF ORDER FOR SALARY OF WILLIAM JARVIS.

Province and Registrar of Upper Canada. The order is signed by
Peter Hunter, the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province.

Deputy Surgeon-General Neilson, of Ottawa, Ont, has a
valuable collection of old army bills. All the specimens of army bills
and bills of exchange are in his collection. During the war of 1812-14
specie became very scarce in Canada. To meet the necessities of the
occasion, for the payment of troops, militiamen and army contractors,
the military authorities were forced to issue paper money. whicl: was
known as “army bills.” A fac simile of one of these for $2.00 is
given. These Dbills ranged in value from five to twenty shillings.
redeemable at the close of the war in gold or thirty days’ sight in bills
of exchange. These bills were used byv private lodges in remitting
dues to the Grand Lodge of Niagara as late as 1816. In size they
were 41 inches x 23} inches.

AN ARrRMY Birr, 1814.
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The second example of an army bill given is one for $4, issued
at Quebec in 1813 for the war of 1812-15. It is a defective proof, a
unique specimen from the collection of Deputy Surgeon-General Neil-
son, of Ottawa, Ont. In size it is 8 inches x 5% inches.

AN EARLY BiLL or EXCHANGE SIGNED BY WILLIAM JARVIS.

Paper money was perhaps more plentiful in lodge coffers anout
1811, and agam in 1823 27\t the first date there was an issue of
paper by the Tmperial Government, which was all redeemed a few
vears afterwards, and at the latter date  the reports of the scecond
Provincial Grand Lodge, 1822 43, show that about 1822 23 there was
considerable difficulty with a paper issue of what was called ™ the
pretended Bank of Upper Canada,” at Kingston.

In 1817 certain merchants of Kingston desired incorporation of
a “ Bank of Upper Canada.” The Act of the Legislature was passed.
but owinge to informality, it had to be re enacted. In 1819 another
petition from persons in Kingston for a bank, to be known as the

Digitized by GOOS[(’,
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Bank of Kingston, was presented to the Legislature, but this charter,
though granted, was forfeited by non-user, as the required capital
could not be secured. In the same year the residents of Kingston
formed an association in direct violation of the law, invited subscrip-
tions for stock, and opened an office in Kingston as the “ President,
Directors and Company of the Bank of Upper Canada.” It carried
on business, and up to 1822 had issued notes to the extent of about
£19,000. The concern might have been profitable if honestly con-
ducted, but it was wrecked by the President and Directors, suspended
in August, 1822, and failed on 23rd September, 1822. This institution
had no connection with the genuine Bank of Upper Canada, which
was incorporated at Toronto in April, 1821, under the style of the
" Upper Canada Banking Company,” and which commenced. business
oi Ist July, 1822.

The foregoing extended reference is made because the Grand
Masonic Convention and the second Provincial Grand Lodge
suffered by the failure of the Kingston Bank, which was known as
the ** Pretended Bank of Upper Canada,” from the fact that it was a
fraud upon the public. Bro. Turquand, one of the Provincial Grand
Secretaries, writing in November, 1822, from York, says:

“The impossibility of exchanging the Kingston bills is a subject of
regret, as our D. P. G. M. was anxious to remit the sums gathered to Mr.
McGillivray, which, of course, must now be postponed until we can realize
their value from the different lodges, to which, I presume, you have lost no
time in returning them for exchange.”

There are frequent references in the manuscripts of Bros. Dean
and Turquand to the trouble created by the subordinate lodges,
having either remitted fees in the bills of the “ pretended ” bank, or
having them cashed in these bills, rendering it impossible for the
lodges to discharge their liabilities.

In not a few cases the lodge kept money in ““ the box " directly
under the control and keeping of the Treasurer.

I'ac <y oF a NoTeE oF THE “ PRETENDED BANK” or UppPER
CaNapa, AT KiNGsToN, DATED MAY 1sT, 1819.

This general outline gives a fair idea of the coinage used in
paying fees and dues, and the systems used in keeping lodge books.
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Dealing with the question of coinage and currency, chrono-
logically, there is no doubt that from 1764 the lodges of the old
Province of Canada, which embraces the present Province of Quebec,
uscd British coins. Gold was rarely used, although the coin known as
the johannes of Portugal, the hali-joe, the Caroline of Germany, and
the louis d’or, were in circulation. Silver coins were more plentiful,
and the Mexican pillar dollar, worth 6/-, the British shilling, which
was worth 1/4 currency, the pistareen, worth 1/2 currency, and the
Fiench nine-penny piece, worth 1/-, were most popular, while twenty
British coppers made up the currency shilling.

B

The guinea of George I11., 1769, was not an unknown coin in
Canada, nor was the spade guinea of the same period. It is said that
the fees of the early lodges, 1787-1800, were paid in gold to the Grand
Lodge of England.

These ratings were changed in 1777, when Halifax currency sup-
planted the proclamation inoney, and the rating of the dollar was
reduced from 6/- to 5/-, the British shilling to 1/1, and the pistarcen
to 1./~

Fac SiMILE oF NoOTE ofF " PRETENDED Baxk,” U. C.

But the most important change was made in 1790, when the
legislatures of Upper and Lower Canada. in order *o retain gold in
the province, rated amongst other gold coins phe British gninea,

Tue Nritisin GUINEA.
3

Digitized by GOOS[G



34 HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA.

a coin which was rare, at £1 3s. 4d. currency, and the johannes,
of Portugal, at £2 os. od. or $8, while in silver the British crown was
rated at 5/6, the shilling at 1/1, the Spanish milled dollar at 5/-, and
thi pistareen at 1/-, and the American dollar at 5/-, all being currency
value.

c‘(?

A

U. S. CenT OF >1796.

The American cent of 1796 was favored in Canada, and obtained
quite a circulation along the international line. The chest of lodge
No. 12, at Stamford, had in it when opencd in 1815, after the war,
American cents, English half-pennies, a pistareen, and an English
shilling. Some of the lodges had seals made out of two English half-
penny pieces, welded together, the face being made smooth, and
engraved with the proper emblems.

In 1787 the Congress of the United States received proposals
from private coiners for the issue of copper, and the proposal of Mr.
James Jarvis was accepted, to produce 300 tons of copper coin.
Jarvis was a partner in the New Haven mint. It is rather peculiar
that he was one of the collateral relatives of Secretary Jarvis of Upper
Canada, 1792-1817.

It must be remembered that, by law, provision was made for
weighing gold, and, when this privilege was exercised, if light, the
payee was a loser, while no such provision was made regarding silver,
<o that silver was the standard of value in both provinces, and there-
fore the Spanish dollar, or rather the pistareen, five of which made
up the Spanish milled dollar, was the standard of value in Canrada.

Bro. Draper, a member of St. Andrew’s lodge, York (Toronto).
in 1857 was Chief Justice of Upper Canada, and who in that vear
gave evidence before the Decimal Coinage Commission, testificd that
in 1820 the coins most in circulation in Upper Canada consisted
mainly of Spanish and French coins, and that occasionally an Eng-
lish guinea might be seen.

AN ExcGLISH SHILLING, 1787.

The English shilling of George 1IT., 1787, was a popular cuoin
after the advent of R. W. Bro. Jarvis and Governor Simcoe. 1t was
the coinage used to pay the Rangers; and the Henniker transport,
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with Bro. Jarvis on board, had quite a consignment of this silver,
which was sent to Niagara in charge of Jarvis. There is also a six-
pence of the same design, all dated 1787. This was a well-known
coin in Canada, 1791-1805.

The lodge books from 1780 show that, while a few accounts were
kept in sterling, the systems most in favor were either Halifax cur-
rency or New York currency—in some cases both.

In Halifax currency, so called from the fact that Halifax was the
early British commercial capital, where exchange was purchased and
remitted to England, prior to the days of Quebec and Montreal, there
were twenty currency shillings to the pound, each shilling being equal
to tenpence sterling. This pound was also equal to four Spanish
dollars, each dollar being rated at 5/- currency.

In New York currency the unit of value was the coin known as
the York shilling or the Mexican real, eight of which made up the
Spanish milled dollar. Twenty York shillings equalled the pound
cur:rency of New York, so that as the real or York shilling was valued
at 74d. in Halifax currency, the currency pound of New York was
only equal to 12/6 in Halifax currency.

Two REeaLs, Cuas. IV, 1803.

There was quite a supply of two real pieces of the time of Chas,
IV, of Spain, minted at New Guatemala. Mr. Lyvman H. Low, a
leading expert in coins in the United States, states that this coin
issued only from Spanish American mints.

The York shilling received its name from the rating of the Eng-
lish sixpence in connection with the New York currency quotations,
and not, as is sometimes supposed, from the town of York ( Toronto)
in Upper Canada.

It must be clearly understood that there were no coins to har-
monize with the Halifax or New York currency. The denominations
of Halifax or New York currency were, in theory only. pounds, shil-
lings and pence, the dollar being rated at 5/- currency, as beiore
stated.

A Baxk oF ExcLanD DoLLarg.
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In 1806 a coin rarely seen in Canada was paid to the secretary of
the Lodge of Philanthropy, No. 4, at Niagara. It was a Bank of Eng-
land dollar, issued in 1804, and was understood to have been brought
out to-this country by a friend of R. W. Bro. Robert Kerr, the
D.D.G.M. of the schismatic Grand Lodge at Niagara. It was worth
five shillings sterling.

In 1808-10 there was in Lower Canada quite an influx of French
ane-franc pieces of the coinage of Napoleon I., 1808. These were
brought over by French emigrants and passed readily at ninepence.

A FreENcH Franc, 1808.

In 1819 French silver coins, such as the ecu of 6 livres, at 5/6 or
six to the Spanish dollar, and the silver five francs at 4/8 in Lower
Canada, while the Spanish dollar with its pistareen unit in Upper
Canada, were the respective standards of value in these provinces.

In many mercantile accounts these two systems were kept in
parallel coiumns, and in the books of the Niagara lodges, which were
examined before the fire of 1860 in that town, the total of each column
was found to be in Halifax and also in New York currency.

After 1820 Canada was flooded with pistareens, so that about
1830 both provinces demonetized the pistareen, rating it at 10d., and
thus established the dollar in its stead as the standard of value. Old
brethren of 1820-23 invariably paid their dues in pistareens, and when
the second Provincial Grand Lodge was established by R. W. Bro.
Simon McGillivray, in 1822, the money paid in part towards his
expenses and for some of the warrants was in Spanish dollars and
pistareens, which were sold in Montreal for English sovereigns and
given to Bro. McGillivray.

It was about this period that the Grand Masonic Convention at
Kingston had their anxiety tested and their feelings to a certain
extent ruffled by the non-acknowledgment of a bill for £30 sterling
remitted to London, as payment for fees in connection with the
appointment of a Provincial Grand Master to succeed R. W. Bro.
William Jarvis. The bill became quite celebrated in Craft history, for
it was not only some years in being acknowledged, but when returned
to the drawer in Canada it remained hidden amongst old manuscripts
for over fifty years before it again saw the light of day.

This bill was drawn in February, 1819, by a firm in Kingston,
and was duly mailed. It was received by the Grand Secretary of
England a month Tater, but he either neglected to acknowledge its
receipt or the letter of acknowledgment went astray. However, three
years after being sent it was acknowledged, and in due course returned
to the drawer. As in after years doubt existed as to the pavment of
this money search was made for the bill without success. TFrom
1825 until 1895 it was missing, when it was found with some old manu-
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City oF ToroNTO Parer MoNEY, 1838, Issukp sy THE CORPORATION.

Digitized by GOOS [Q



.38 HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA.

scripts which came by accident irto the possession of the writer, after
a repose of more than half a century.

In the year 1834 the United States adopted a gold standard in
its new coinage, the eagle being rated at $10.67, and the sovereign
at $4.87 instead of $4.44. This action sent the gold in Upper Canada
into the United States. Two years later, in 1836, owing to the pre-
sentation of notes by foreign holders, an Act of the Legislature of
Upper Canada rated the British crown at 6/- currency, and the
British shilling at 1/3 currency, the English sovereign at £1 4s. 4d.,
and the American eagle at £2 10s. od. This overvalue banished all
gold and silver coins from Upper Canada, so that British shillings and
sixpences, the latter rated at 7 1/2 pence, were the coins used in every
local transaction.

In 1837 the question of note circulation in connection with private
banks was debated, and an act passed, which purged the country of
worthless paper, limiting the notes of issue to authorized banks.

In 1841 the two provinces repealed all currency legislation and
rated the pound currency, so that £1 4s. 4d. or $4.86 would equal the
British sovereign.

At this period in York (Toronto) merchants issued paper money,
and these notes were often issued in settlement of lodge accounts.
One well-known member of St. Andrew’s Lodge, who was the prin-
cipal in a large hardware firm, Bro. T. D. Harris, had a paper issue
which circulated to a large extent prior to the act of prohibition by
the Legislature. The Corporation of the City of Toronto issued paper
money in 1838, which was used in paying lodge dues.

The Parliament of the Province of Canada (now Ontario and
Quebec) limited issues to the face equivalent of provincial securities,
to be previously deposited by the banks, a first step towards speci-
fically securing the note circulation, and in 1853 the decimal system
similar to that of the United States was adopted, the sovereign being
rated at $4.86 and the American eagle at $10.

In 1857 the public accounts of Canada were kept in dollars and
cents, and in 1858 the token coins, valued at twenty, ten, five cents in
silver, and a bronze one cent were issued.

In 1868 under confederation the first currency legislation was
passed, and the currency of New Brunswick and the Provinces of
Ontario and Quebec, formerly Upper and Lower Canada, was assimi-
lated to that of the United States. In this year too the currency of
Nova Scotia was assimilated to that of the other provinces, American
gold circulating concurrently with the English sovereign at $4.803.

The Dominion Act provides for the coinage of gold, but no issue
has cver been made, and after July, 1871, no other than Canadian
silver up to $10, and copper or bronze up to 25 cents, were legal
tender.

In 1881 the provisions of the .Act of 1871 were extended to
British Columbia and Prince Edward Island. At a later date the
silver coinage of the Dominion was in 50, 25. 10 and 3 cent pieces,
and a bronze cent. The twenty-cent piece, after being in use for
some vears, was found to be so like the quarter dollar or 25 cent piece
that it was withdrawn from circulation. The coinage per capita of
the population is about $1.25, estimating the population at five
millions.
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The paper currency or note circulation was dealt with by the
Legislature in 1866, when provincial notes, legal tender and
receivable, or specie, to the extent of eight millions, were issued and
offered to the banks, secured by twenty per cent. in specie and the
remainder in Provincial debentures. In 1868 the Dominion Parlia-
nient took over the Provincial notes prepared for issue in 1866, and
offered them in about the same terms. Unlike Dominion notes no
bank note is legal tender. In 1870 the issue of Dominion notes was
increased to $9,000,000, secured by 8o per cent. in Dominion deben-
tures and 20 per cent. in specie. In 1875 the maximum issue was
increased to $20,000,000, fully secured by gold and Dominion securi-
ties, guaranteed by the United Kingdom. For every dollar of six
million dollar issue of Dominion of Canada notes there is in the hands
of the Minister of Finance nearly 22 cents in gold and 100 cents in
securities, equal to $1.25 per head of the total population.

The accounts of the first Provincial Grand Lodge, 1792-1822,
were kept in Halifax currency. The accounts of the subordinate
lodges were in Halifax and New York currency, generally the latter.
After 1822, when the second Provincial Grand Lodge was formed,
and up to the period of its dormancy in 1830, the accounts were kept
in Halifax currency; while after 1845, in the days of the third Provin-
cial Grand Lodge, not only Halifax currency but sterling, was used.
From 1855 in the first Grand Lodge of Canada, and after the union
of that body with the Ancient Grand Lodge in the present Grand
Lodge, the decimal system was used in not only the Grand body but
in all the subordinate lodges.

Warrants issued by the Grand Lodge of England—Moderns—to
lodges abroad cost two guineas, and some of the London lodges paid
four guineas, but this extra charge was for a warrant on parchment,
with certain embellishments, and the warrants of the third Grand
Lodge of England, better known as the Ancients, issued abroad, cost
from 1751-56. the Grand Secretary’s fee of 10/6, but in 1756 an addi-
tional sum of one guinea was collected. Warrants issued to private
lodges in the United States, after the formation of the Grand Lodge
of New York in 1781-3. cost $32. New York currency. which was
equal to £8 Halifax currency. and this latter equalled £6. 8. o. sterling
($30.08 Dominion currency). The fee in New York at the present
period is $100 for a dispensation and $20 for a warrant.

The warrants issued by the first Provincial Grand Lodge of
Upper Canada in 1704-1822 cost two guineas, which after 1822 was
increased to five guineas, or $26.25 of Dominion currency.

The fees for initiation, including passing and raising, have varied
considerably since 1749. when the first lodge was opened at Halifax,
and was known as Nova Scotia, No. 1. The fees or dues charged by
this lodge, when it was under the care of Bro. Erasmus James Phillips,
at Annapolis Roval, prior to its removal to Halifax in 1749-50. are
unknown, as no records have been preserved, but probably they
would not be more than that of the lodge in Boston, Mass., in which
Phillips was initiated, amounting to about $30, New York currency.

Union lodge. No. 1. of Halifax. had an initiation fee of £5 5s. 6d..
while the lodges in the regiments which fought at Quebec and formed
the first Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada. charged not less than a
guinea for initiation. and from one to two shillings as monthlv dues.
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St. Peter’s lodge at Montreal, in 1771, charged “for the first,
ten shillings, and for the latter, fifteen shillings,” with “ one guinea for
the quarterage funds.” The quarterage fund was * half a dollar per
quarter.”

The lodge at Ernestown, on the Bay of Quinte, the No. 13
which had so much to do with the revival of Masonry in 1817-22,
charged one pound, five shillings, for each degree, and a shilling as
monthly dues, while the lodges at Cataraqui, now Kingston, which
were organized by R. W. Bro. John Coluns, of Quebec, in 1787, had
an initiation fee of two guineas, or eight Spanish milled dollars, and
monthly dues of one shilling and sixpence. .

The York (Toronto) lodges from 1792 had an initiation fee that
was not less than $12, and dues that did not exceed two shillings a
moenth.

Lodge No. 6, now Ancient St. John's, at Kingston, in 1796, and
lodge No. 10, in the Township of Darton, now Barton lodge at
Hamilton, had the best two sets of by-laws of the carly lodges, and
charged “ ten dollars for the first step,” ~ two dollars for the second,”
and “ four dollars for the third step.” and two shillings and sixpence
for monthly dues. These rates prevailed generally amongst the lodges
of Upper Canada. Zion lodge, No. 10, under the jurisdiction of
Lower Canada, which met at Detroit, in 1794, had an initiation fee of
three pounds, fifteen shillings, New York currencyv, equal to $9.37 of
present currency, and monthly dues averaging 6’-, equal to 75 cents
of present currency, although for a short time aiter organization
these were 4/- per month.

Grand Lodge received as dues 8/-, New York currency, or $1.00,
for each initiation. With each petition the sum of &/- was deposited,
which was returned if the applicant was not accepted. When a
clearance certificate was issued 8/- was charged. St was paid for
affiliation. The currency quoted in the minutes in May of the year
1804, for example, was in New York currency, pounds, shillings and
pence.

After 1822, when the second Trovincial Grand lodge was
formed. under R. W. Bro. Simon McGillivrav, the fees for all the
degrees varied. In St. Andrew’s lodge. No. 1 York (Taronto), the
fee for initiation was six guineas, for the second decree one guinea,
and for the third two guineas. The annual subscription was eight
dollars, payable quarterly.

In the lodge, No. 15, at Grims<hy, at the same period, the three
degrees were not given “for a less sum than thirtcen dollars.”
Two dollars were paid on petition, seven for the E. A., two for the
IF. C.. and two for the M. M.

During the regime of the third Grand Lodee under Sir Allan N.
MacXNab, the initiation fees, which included passing. raising, registra-
tion and Grand Lodge certificate. were ~even pounds  ten <hillings.
and when in 1858 the Ancient Grand lLodee of Canada united with
the Grand Lodge of Canada, thic charce for the three degrees was
continued, and the monthly ducs ranged as< high as two shillings and
sixpence. In country lodges the fees were less, but not under ten
dollars, with monthly dues which varied fram one to two shillings.

In American jurisdictions looking at the records of those Grand
Lodges organized prior to 1823, the ices charged for degrees and for
monthly dues varied.
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In New Jersey, prior to 1800, the amount for F. C. or M. M.
degrees was 5/- sterting, and 2/- to the Charity, while seemingly there
were no dues, although after that time or up to 1825-30 the yearly
dues were at periods $2, $3 and $4 per year.

In New York the minimum fee for initiation was $15, and the
dues varied, the maximum being £1 or its equivalent in coin of the
United States.

In Washington, D.C., before 1820, the fee for the E. A. was $15,
for the F. C. $10, and for the M. M. $10, a total of $35, and for affilia-
tion in these degrees it was $5, $4 and $2 respectively. The annual
‘dues ranged from $2.50.

In Michigan nothingis known of the charges made by the lodges
anterior to 1794, but in Zion lodge, No. 10, Detroit, under the Grand
Lodge of Lower Canada, which may be taken as an example of the
best lodge in that jurisdiction prior to 1807, the charge for initiation
was £3. 15s. 6d., New York currency, or about $9.49 of Dominion
currency, and for yearly dues about twenty-four shillings, New York
currency, or about $2.40 of Dominion money.

In Louisiana in 1793 to 1825, the fees for degrees were from $75
to $100, and in 17935 the dues were $3 per month, or $36 per year, and
in 1807 they were $2 per month or $24 per year, with Grand Lodge
dues additional, which would probably be $1 per capita, all payable
monthly in advance.

In St. John's lodge, of Philadelphia, the initiation fee up to
1734 was £3, and after that date it was increased to £5. The monthly
dues, styled “ quota.” were 6d. per meeting, and 1/- for absence.
Dues were charged thus: " To monthly quota, 6d.,” or * For
absence, 15.”

In Maine, prior to 1823. the charge for the E."A. was $16, F. C.
$4, and M. M. $6, in all $26. while the dues were twenty-five cents
each lodge night. pavable quarterly.

This gives the reader a fair idea of the charges for initiation in
all the American jurisdictions prior to 1825. While there is no actual
record of fees for degrees or dues being taken in kind, such as flour
and wheat, in many American lodges, some in the State of New York,
services and fuel were allowed in payment of dues, while in Canada
this method of settling dues was recognized.

Some lodges embarked in business enterprises with a view of
increasing their funds. notably the lodge No. 15, at the Forty Mile
Creek, now Union lodge. No. 7, Grimsby, Ontario. The records
show that in the early history of the.lodge a scheme for cultivating
honey was proposed as a business venture, which was afterwards
carried out successfully.

The sterling column of the table shows sterling money from
3d. to 20/-, or one pound Dritish. The second division represents
Halifax currency from 1d. to 25/-. The Halifax shilling was equal
to tod. sterling. <o that it required twenty-five Halifax shillings,
equal to twentv cents each. to make the currency pound. which was
equal to sixteen shillings DBritish sterling. The third division shows
New York currency, the unit of which was the York shilling, twenty
of which made the N. Y. pound. equal to twelve shillings and six-
pence Halifax currency. and ten shillings Dritish sterling. The fourth
division is that of the Dominion of Canada monev from one cent to



HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN CANADA. 43

$4.86, the value of the British sovereign. As an example in using the
table, 20/- represents the pound sterling, 25/-. the Halifax pound, and
10/- sterling represents £1. 0. o, N. Y. C. The sterling pound of
20/-, the, Halifax pound of 25/-, and the £2 of New York currency
equalled $4.87 of Dominion currency. In 1899 the British
sovereign is rated at $4.86.66. It will be noted that the N. Y.
pound was only equal to 10/- sterling, 12/6 Halifax and $2.43 of Do-
minion currency. As regards particular coins the guinea, which of
course is not now coined, would have equalled $5.10. The value of a
few foreign coins is given as a guide in the reading of lodge
minutes. The only coins in use in Canada in 1899 are the British
sovereign, shilling and sixpence, to a very limited extent, and the
Canadian decimal coinage.

A CURRENCY TABLE

Showing the value of Coins in which Masonic dues were paid, and also the system
of Currency in which Lodge accounts were kept, from 1766-1899.
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CHAPTER IV.

SOMETHING ABOUT THE ORIGIN OF. MASONRY AND THE RESEARCHES
OF MODERN WRITERS.—THE MANUsSCRIPT CONSTITUTIONS
AND THE ORGANIZATIONS POSSESSING THE FIRST TRACINGS
OF SPECULATIVE WORK.

It is not the purpose of this work, which will deal with the history
of that section of Canadian Craft Masonry relating to Upper Canada,
to attempt a complete resume of the Craft lore, which for the past
century has been so carefully analyzed by Masonic writers in Great
Britain, the Continent of Europe, and in America. Those who have
written on the subject have expressed varied opinions. Some support
their views by documentary evidence, others rely upon tradition.
Not a few ramble into the realm of imagination and, apparently under
the pressure of excessive enthusiasm, devote volumes to theories
regarding Craft origin, with an amplitude of detail and a decoration of
verbia§e more in harmony with the genius of ancient mythology than
that of modern thought.

The myths and fables that have been manufactured by ancient, as
well as by some, who are modern, writers, as to the origin of
Craft or speculative Masonry, during the past few years have been
ruthlessly shattered by the active researches of Masonic students, who
have had an opportunity of examining documents the authenticity of
which is assured.

For centuries the‘accepted idea was that the Craft had its origin
in the days of the ancient mysteries of Egypt, and that the present
ceremonial, from the fact that it was;Egyptian and Hebraic in char-
acter, was akin to the ritual which is alleged to have existed amongst
operative masons when they wrought in the quarries and prepared
the stones for the first temple at Jerusalem. Indeed, thousands of
Craftsmen in all parts of the world, who are not readers of Masonic
history, to this day cherish the belief that the esoteric work of the
Craft is the verbal description of events which occurred with Solomon
in lodge, gavel in hand, ruling the brethren with the zest and decision
of a modern Grand Master.

Recent researches by Masonic antiquarians have thrown much
doubt upon many of the assertions made concerning some early
Masoni¢ organizations. The legend that Prince Edward summoncd
the Craft to meet at York, A.D. 926, and framed the first English
“ Constitution,” has been declared a myth, and there is certainly no
documentary evidence to sustain it, while the assertion that specula-
tive Masonry existed prior to 1600 seems to be fairly established.
Many claims, which for years were accepted by old writers.with
avidity, have been unable to stand the test of investigation. The
students who have delved in the libraries of the older continent have
declared in the face of tradition and the statements of well-known and
earlier Masonic authors that much which has been written must be
set aside. Although from apparently satisfactory data, it does not
stand the analysis of writers of the present time, who. while not deny-
ing .the assertions made, claim that documentary evidence is lacking
to support much of the pen-work of the bookmakers of long ago.
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No one has more veneration than the writer for the Craft work of
early days, supported as it is in many cases by traditions and customs
which have travelled down the steps of the centuries, meeting us as
witnesses whenever we are in a sceptical frame of mind. Yet he feels
assured that brethren would rather gaze on a sky that is truthful,
filled as it is with constellations of rich lore, than to have refurnished
Craft . traditions, so mythical that a modern writer of romance would
reject them as even too hazy for his imagination.

Every Craftsman should know something of the early history of
the fraternity. There is glory in our antiquity as there is in our
principles. The brethren of the distant past, those who framed the
* Old Charges,” did not look upon their ancient scrolls as meaning-
less sheets of parchment, ornamented with the work of the scrivener,
to be hidden in the recesses of libraries or on the shelves of book-

Tue City oF York, ENGLAND, A.D. 926,

worms.  Thev felt that at the making of a Mason, he who was
worthy to center the fold should profit by the lessons read, and not
only in his lodge but also in his home-life be an example to those who
werc not so privileged.

William Preston declares that “ from the commencement of the
world we may trace the foundation of Masonry.” and Dr. Oliver
states that “ our science cxisted before the creation of this globe ™
Dr. Tames Ander<on finds traces of Masonry in the original Adam in
the zarden of Eden, while others are content to trace its lincage from
the davs of the ancient mysteries. the Culdees, the Fssenes and the
schonls of the early philosophers.

Tt is a satisfaction. therefore, to be able to know that these
mvthical stories are based upon tradition only, and that statements of
thic so-called antiquitv are but the vaporings of the itnavination of
men, who accepted as truth legendary history, made up of a tissne of
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theéory from beginning to end, ritmalized over a century’agé, and
accepted as gospel by ‘simnple but well-intentioned devotees of ' the
fraternity—whose hankering: for antiquity had its birth in' an en-
‘thusigsth’ worthy of a better catise. * ' = R '

_ . Bro. William J. Hughan, the Masonic historian, believes that the
"Freemasonry of to-day is “ the lineal descendant and sole réepresenta-
tive of the early secret Masonic sodalities,” and that it is also “an
outgrowth of the building corporations and guilds of thé middle
ages,” the working guilds and operativé lodges: of the thirteenth and
ﬁft::ienth centuries being the pre-runners of the spéculative lodges of
to-day. ‘ o '

~ As one who has diligently perused much of that which has been
written concerning the antiquity of the Craft, the author may be per-
mitted to offer the opinion, after a study of the best works on the
ancient mysteries, the Culdees, the Essenes, the Druids, the Schools
of Philosophy, as also the history and origin of the operative guilds of
Europe and Great Britain and the Colleges of Architects of Rome.
that unless we desire to be visionary there need be no mystery in con-
nection with the origin of Masonry.

While all secret organizations from the earliest times may trace
their descent, bv adoption or imitation. one from another in varied
forms, in the Masonry of to-day we must recognize an institution
springing indirectly from the example afforded by the Colleges of
Architects at Rome, which were founded bv Numa Pompeillus. 700
B.C,, and that successors of these organizations migrating to Britain
with the Roman armies about 55 B.C.. planted the seeds which
blossomed eventually into the early guilds. About 1060 A.D., these
became the advance gpnard of the operative guilds and the forerunners
of the Craft lodges. which to-day flourish in every part of the world.

The oldest lodge in Scotland has its records intact from 1509.
the earliest known days of its work as an operative organization. and
the actual signature of an ancestor of the writer, written three
hundred years ago in the books of this, the “ Mary's Chapel ” lodge,
No. 1, when an operative body, strengthens the view that the earliest
speculative lodges emerged from or were grafted on these operative
fraternities, which latter existed certainly as early as the twelith
century.

This is, in brief, an opinion formed after opportunities of
perusing the best literature on the subject. Believing it to be an
honest conclusion as to the origin and foundation of Craft work it
is given in all sincerity to the Canadian reader. While it is the result
of independent reading 1t necessarily follows the line laid down hy
older writers of the critical school. To-day the myths and traditions
of the generations which have passed away are regarded as pen
pictures of landscapes, which existed only in the minds of those who.
either from lack of material or through mneglecting to examine what
they possessed. drifted into a dreamy emphasis of assertion. forgetful
that all history to be of value must carry with it documentary evidence
of its truth.

'In October of 1894 Bro. Edward Conder, Jr., however, made
public the result of his researches amongst the records of the Masons’
Company, London, in his history of the ** Hole Crafte and Fellowship
of Masons,” and has succeeded in tracing some extraordinary facts
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relating to this important trade organization of past centuries. He
has cstablished the fact of a dual condition of the Company during
the 17th century, and inferentially much farther back, as it con-
tained two divisions, one speculative and the other operative.”

As early as 1620-1, an entry in the account books proves that
there was a separate body of ** Accepted ” Masons, meeting in the
Masons’ Hall, as well as the Company of Free Masons, the term
“accepted ”’ never being used by the latter on the election of new
members, but always * admitted.” These acceptations were to cnable
speculatives to join the Livery, who were * perhaps not connected
with the Company in any other way,” and such entries are ** without
doubt, the earliest authentic evidence of 17th century Freemasonry
in England,” connecting the lodge visited by Elias Ashmole in 1682
with a much older organization than was ever before known.

In dealing with the subject of operative masonry in genecral,
Egypt may justly be admitted to be the cradle which rocked that
craft into existence, having, as well in civilization as in art or
science, handed down much that is prized by skilled and intellectual
men of the present era. We imitate in our buildings many features
of their masonry, and in our houses we have frequent examples of the
furniture that was designed thousands of years before our time. The
modern traveller has but to take a personally conducted tour in the
East to enable him to see that anterior to the davs of Christ, Egypt
had structures in wrought stone, the grandest of which can hardiv be
said to have been even reproduced in these later davs.

The ruins of imposing temples, erected by men who had skili to
design and the knowledge of combining stones so as " to tooth, in-
dent. or lie on each other,” as masonry is defined, show that wrought
stone was used in architecture at dates that may have been five thou-
sand vears before the dawn of Christianity. The pyramids are other
examples of ancient skill in building, and that of Cheops, erccted
about 3700 B.C., with its seven millions of tons of weight, that kept
for twenty vears a hundred thousand men emploved, 15 a marvel to
the modern operative, the more especially as these blocks of stone,
which varied i size from thirty fect long to four and five feet wide
and high, were hewn from the rock, squared by the hand of the artisan,
and so perfectly toothed that thev were fitted into one another with-
out mortar or cement of any kind.

In a collection of Egyptian masons’ tools in the Dritish Museum
there are specimens of chisels, mallets and stone polishers, and in a
Masonic lodge at Bangor, in Wales, is a genuine Egvptian mallet.
dug out of a temple tomb crected by a king of the 1ith dvnasty,
before the davs of Moses, and presented to the lodge by the Marqguis
of Dufferin. He himself dug it out of the ruins. and in presenting it
his lordship said: “ Its handle still shines with the sweat of the oid
F ¢y ptian masons.”

While there was no speculative Masonry in the days of the
Ilgvptian artisan, vet there were master masons noted in operative
work, and a statue of one Semut, chief of the masons, crected 'n
Olueen Hatasu, under whom he served. describes him as & irst of the
First. and Master of the Works of all Masters of the Work<” and a
further inscription of this statue reads that * his ancestors were not
found in writing,” meaning that he had no genealogical tree, and that

¢
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his skill and not descent secured him the honor of being modelled in
stone. Semut was evidently one who did not climb the family tree
in order to secure honor, but relied upon his skill as a designer and
workman—‘‘ merit not descent” being his motto.

The schools of architecture and those of religion were hana-
maidens of each other in Egypt. The priests of the mysteries knew
probably as much of architecture as they did of their religious cere-
nionials, and, as Conder says, ““ it is more than probable that at this
early age Masonry received its baptism in that secret sign language
which during the Gothic age of architecture was made use of by all
masons when travelling from place to place in search of employment,
and which to-day plays such an important part in speculative
Masonry.”

Of all the ancient cities of the East, Tyre, in Phoenicia, claims
particular attention in connection with early operative work. It was
known as early as 1400 B.C., and was celebrated as the home of
Hiram of Tyre, to whom Solomon was indebted for assistance in
building the Temple.

Indeed, Sir Charles Warren of the Palestine Exploration Society,
in his researches found on stones in the foundation of the Temple
hieroglyphics or marks, said to be letters of the Phoenician alphabet,
and corroborative of the biblical statement of its Phoenician origin.
This mystic language, that had its origin in Egypt, may be found in
Grecian and Roman architecture, and thous2nds of masons’ marks
may be found cut in the stones of the great cathedrals of Europe,
while the idea is still further preserved in the marks attached
to signatures of members of the old operative lodges of Scotland and
other countries.

Similar marks are to be found upon the hewn stones in the
cathedrals of England from the twelfth century, as well as at an
earlier date in Germany, France and Scotland. The marks were
principally mathematical figures, such as crosses, triangles and other
combinations ‘of straight lines.

In Mesopotamia many of the public monuments are marked with
a character which was Chaldean. One author asserts that these marks
were of two classes, those of the overseers and those who werked in
stone. The marks of the former were said to be monogramatic
characters, while those of the latter were in the nature of symbols,
such as trowels, mallets, chisels, shoes, etc.

The finer forms of Greek architecture owe their origin to the
Phoenicians, and the earliest formn of a Doric column, which is the
oldest and most original of the three Grecian ordefs, is to be found
in the remains of the Egyptian tomb of Beni Hassan, erected about
1740 B.C.

The progress of architecture in its material sense was like that of
the empire, westward. for the Romans are supposed to have reccived
their knowledge of the art from a swarm of orientals known as the
Etruscans, who migrated from the East and brought to Italy, not only
a knowledge of architecture, but the curious mythologv and customs
of the East; indeed, the Druidical stone cutters in Britain, whose
doctrines were the same as those entertained bv Pythagoras, are said
to have had their origin with this Etruscan stock.

The early symbolism, which is found in southern Italy five hun-

L]
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dred years before Christ, was due to Pythagoras, the most qelebrated
of the Grecian philosophers. He was the founder of the Italic school,
and was born in 540 B.C. He was educated by an athlete. He
visited Egypt, Chaldea and Asia Minor and, gaining the confidence of
the priests, was initiated in the mysteries and symbolical writings,
particularly those treating of the immortality of the soul.

The priests, in order to keep their people in subjection, instituted
a system of mythology far beyond the compass of the ordinary lay
mind, keeping secret the great truth of the Eternal God, and only
entrusting that knowledge to those who were fitted to receive it, after
a long series of probations, initiations and other ceremonials.

His school of philosophy had disciples from all parts of Italy and
Greece. It was opened at Crotona in southern Italy, and the old
wisdom of Egypt was thus, by the aid of Christian influence, subse-
quently spread over the western part of Europe. It is claimed that
many of its tenets and symbols were transmitted by the operative
masons, who travelled from one district to another in search of work,
and instructed their apprentices in the symbolical philosophy taught
them by the early Christians. It is said that in this school of Crotona
there were three degrees of study: first, that of the exact sciences;
then the knowledge of God and the future state of man; and, thirdly,
the full fruition of the Pythagorean philosophy.

Pythagoras called himself a seeker after truth. The more
important of the symbols of his teaching were the triangle, repre-
senting the deity of the ancients; the square, an emblem of morality;
the cube, the point within a circle, representing the universe; the
triple triangle, and that most important problemy known as the forty-
seventh proposition of the first book of Luclid. He taught the
:ln;'stical power of numbers, and his svmbolism is preserved to this

Y.
Doubts are expressed as to the connection between the Collegia
Fabrorum or Artificum of the Romans, and the English trade guilds
of the middle ages. Every craft or trade was protected by the
Romans, and each was under the care of a Collegium—an institution
founded by Numa, the second king of Rome. The masons were
under the Collegia Fabrorum or College of Architects or workmen.
The college had its officials in a Magister or master, and Decuriones,
or wardens, a Scriba or secretary, and a Thesaurensis or treasurer,
the members being termed Sodales or companions.

These institutions may have been like our modern trade unions,
for they were properly organized, collected stated fees and dues, had
a form of initiation, and cared for those of the membership who were
out of work, sick, or in distress of any kind. They also looked after
the dead of their membership, and provided burial. and. although
first founded 700 B.C., they prospered and continued in active work
until the fall of the empire. and were the parent body, which through
the detachments that went to Britain with Caesar in 55 B.C., estab-
lished the colleges that eventuated in the medireval trade guilds, the
pre-runners of the great guilds and livery companies which for the
past eight hundred years have flourished in Fngland. Tt is asserted
that these colleges made a symbolic use of the implements of their
art, and in this there is an analogy between the Collegia and Masonry
as a speculative institution.

4
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The Roman people were largely interested in the advantages of
colonization, which were cultivated by the military forces of the em-
pire. [Every legion of the Roman army had its corps of artificers,
who, when it was determined to colonize a country, remained in the
colony to plant the seeds of civilization and construct fortifications,
walls, houses, baths and temples.

Prior to the arrival of the Roman legions in Britain (B.C. s55),
the rude inhabitants knew but little of the art of building, and were
content to live in houses the walls of which were of mud and the
roofs of thatch. When twelve years later the Romans planted their
first colony at Colchester in Essex, they erected buildings such as
theatres, temples and baths, and made what in those days would have
been a well-appointed town, while at Chichester, in Sussex, they not
only built a city but erected, under the direction of a College or com-
pany of artificers, men who worked in wrought stone, a temple to
Neptune and Minerva—a fact authenticated by an inscription on a
slab of marble discovered in 1723, in North Street of that town.

In other parts of Britain similar examples of construction under
the Romans may be seen to this day. In 1895 the remains of a Ro-
man villa at Chedworth in Gloucestershire were discovered. An ex-
amination of the remains shows a tesselated pavement in a good
state of preservation, with inlaid work representing the four seasons;
while adjoining is a bath room with a space underneath for heating.
There was also a room for refreshment after-the bath. It was evi-
dently the residence fourteen hundred years ago of some wealthy
Roman. A short distance from the villa are the remains of stables,
further evidence that the place was the home of a luxurious Roman.
All this work testifies to the skill of the Roman artificers.

The natural effect of Roman operatives migrating to Britain was
not only to introduce the art of building in stone, but to so tutor the
people of England that there was year after year a large increase in
the number of operative masons, who at the same time became so
numerous and so expert in the work that towards the end of the third
century operative masons from Britain were not only called upon to
erect buildings in England, but also on tk= continent of Europe and
as far east as Constantinople.

The Romans, to save their own country from the incursions of
the northern barbarians, were compelled to abandon Britain about
A.D. 420, so that the Britons and the Roman colonists that remained
were driven by the Picts and the Saxons into Wales and then into
Ireland and Scotland. The Roman artificers who remained in the
country after the legions returned to Rome were converted to Christi-
anity, and while in Ireland and Scotland, but more particularly in the
latter country, formed themselves into societies of builders. which
with the inhabitants whom they instructed were afterwards the opera-
tive workmen, and led to the formation of the lodges which had charge
of operative masonry. .

Under the influence of the Bishop of York the building in stone
‘ after the Roman manner” was revived and DBritain became the
cradle of ecclesiastical architecture. Religious houses and places of
worship were required. so that when Christianity revived under St.
Augustine the operative masons were induced to come from France
and Italy and build edifices—the early cathedrals and monastic houses
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—after the manner of the artificers, who for the first four hundred
years of Roman occupation worked in wrought stone.

The old manuscript copies of the legendary history of the con-
stitutions of Masons, of which over sixty are known to be in ex-
istence, are the earliest written records in connection with the Craft of
masons, be it operative or speculative. The earliest of these is the
Halliwell or Regius manuscript, a small quarto on vellum of sixty-
four pages, containing 794 lines of MS. It was written during the lat-
ter part of the fourteenth century and 1s m the custody of the British
Museum.

These manuscripts contain the old constitutions of the middle
ages and recite the supposed history of the early operative building
associations, giving rules and regulations for the instruction of the
membership, not only in connection with the technical work of their
craft, but as regards the general conduct and behaviour of the mem-
bers in ordinary life.

Tradition hands down to us the story that Athelstan, King of
England, loving generosity and having the welfare of the operative
masons at heart, assembled the Craft together at York and elsewhere
and granted them a charter. This is recited in a fifteenth century MS.
in the British Muscum, which also states that mecetings were to be
held at stated intervals for the examination of master masons in their
knowledge of the art.

There is no documentary evidence of this issue in A.D. 926. but
it is within the probabilities that such a charter did exist and that later
MSS. thus noted are copies of the original charter, said to have been
granted by Athelstan. The men so congregated to receive this charter
were master masons who were not only operative masons but who had
knowledge of designing in architecture.

Amongst the many old MSS. is one known as the Scarborough,
about A.D. 1700. It is in the possession of the Grand Lodge of Can-
ada and was brought to this country somewhere between 1845 and
1859. It is a parchment roll and has the arms of the Masons' Com-
pany, similar to those as granted in 1472, This MS. has been repro-
duced in the Reprints of the Lodge of the Quatuor Coronati in
London, and the reproduction s considered equal, if not superior, to
any that have been made of the old MSS.

After the Norman conquest there was a great revival in the art
of building, and between 1086 and 1200 a large number of abbeys,
cathedrals and other religious houses were erected, in the new style,
which was distinguished by its pointed arches, known as the Gothic.
It is supposed to have heen introduced intn Dritain by soldiers re-
turning from the Crusades.

Those masons who worked in wrought stone were under the
direction of the monks and rchgions orders, so that it may be readily
seen how the religions elements in the tradittions of the masony’
guilds of 1200-1700 originated

Until the fourteenth century the masons were known as Ce-
mentarii, a word found in the Domesdav Book of 1088, In the vear
1396 the word “lathomus,” defined by some to mean “a cutter of
stones,” is uscdl.

In 1077 Robertus Cementarius, a master mason, whaose  <kill
excelled all macons of his dav. worled at the cathedral of St \lhane
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in Hertfordshire, and also in the building of Salisbury cathedral.
Craft writers have always claimed that St. Alban, the proto-martyr
of England, who was born in St. Albans, was connected with the early
history of the fraternity of operatives in Great Britain, and old MSS.
are quoted in support of this contention. But all these statements are
the usual legends or traditions handed down and containing a mini-
mum of fact and a maximum of romance.

As the fraternity of Dionysian architects, established in Asia
Minor one thousand years before Christ, and spoken of as “fel-
lows or members of a company,” is said to have been composed
of priests and laymen, having an accurate knowledge of architecture
and building, it is not unreasonable to suppose that the monastic or-
ders in Britain possessed similar knowledge and instructed the lay
mind in all that was necessary in the art of building. This fraternity
possessed the exclusive privilege of erecting temples and public build-
ings. The members were formed into committees and were governed
by officials, similar to master and wardens. They had, it is said, a
universal language, and in their ceremonial observances used many
of the implements found amongst Freemasons, and some writers as-
sert that these men, passing over from Asia to Europe, became the
“ travelling Freemasons ~ of the middle ages.

Hallam savs: " Some have ascribed the principal ecclesiastical
structures to the fraternity of Freemnasons, depositories of a concealed
and traditionary science,” and that * the earlier archives of that mys-
terious association, if they existed, might illustrate the progress of
Gothic architecture and reveal its origin.”

The Parentalia or History of the Wren Family, written by Chris-
topher Wren, son of the distinguished architect of St. Paul’s, states
that the Italians, the French, German and other nations, formed the
fraternity of architects that travelled and worked in continental Eu-
rope and were known as Freemasons, who were protected and granted
special privileges by the Popes; and that these men had a regular
government, with a surveyor or master and a warden for each nine
men, and that they lodged in huts near the ground for the intended
structure. When the crypt was ready they moved into it and lived
there during the further progress of the building.

Every country in Europe possessed evidence of the skill of our
operative ancestors. Krause has traced these associations to the Col-
legia of the Romans, who had in their first patrons the priests of the
Christian church. One of the early guilds of these travelling opera-
tives was in Lombardy, and it is known from history that the art of
building was pre-eminent in that country. From Lombardy they
passed bevond the Alps, and to these men has been attributed the
origin of the speculative Masonic fraternity. There is, however, no
documentary evidence of any such organization under the auspices of
the Papacy.

The reference to the triangle, the square and the circle in Mas-
onic work comes to us from the days of the early Christians, for the
former was the svmbol of the Trinitv and the latter of eternity.

The priests and those in monastic orders were all versed in the
elements of geometrv. Iuclid became a text book about the twelith
century, so that the figures in Euclid and its intimate connection with
those who planned the architecture of churches, led to the use of svm-
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bolical language by the ecclesiastics, who instructed the better class
of workmen attached to the monasteries, who were engaged in the
ercction of sacred edifices. All the old MS. constitutions contain the
well known * legend of Euclid.” It is claimed that technical schc.ls
of operative masons were founded by the monks, who in imparting
instruction would not forget the higher or symbolical meaning to be
derived from the geometrical figures in tracing sections of the work.
This legend is, of course, historically absurd, and has to be very freely
interpreted so as to convey Masonic truth in symbolic language.

The word guild is from the Saxon * gildan,” to pay, and origin-
ally meant a tax or tribute. The guilds or fraternities contributed to
a common fund and were, therefore, a body of men, gathered into one
combination, as an old writer says, ““ supporting the common charge
by mutual contribution.”

The lapse of time between the departure of the Romans in 410
A.D. and the revival of building under the Saxons after the manner
of the Romans in 800 A.D. did not extinguish all tracing of the work
of the old Roman Collegia which flourished during Roman occupa-
tion. So that again after the Norman conquest the guilds flourished
in England, for the merchant guilds are exemplified in the great
livery companies of London, and the craft guilds come to us in the
form of the modern trades unions, and out of the craft guilds arose
the brotherhood of Freemasons.

Hallam says that these guilds “ were fraternities by voluntary
compact, to assist each other in poverty and to protect each other
from injury. Two essential features belonged to them: the common
banquet and the common purse. They had also in many instances a
religious and sometimes a secret ceremonial to knit more firmly the
bond of fidelity. They readily became connected with the exercise of
trades, with training of apprentices and traditional rules of art.”

In the merchant guilds we have the prototype of our city and
town councils, for originally the merchant guild wa< an association
of the owners of the land on which the town in which they were in-
terested was built. The modern term alderman is derived from the
guild merchant of early days, when those who controlled municipal
matters were termed aldermen, who afterwards became the principal
officers of incorporated towns.

During the reign of Richard II. a return made by the masters
and wardens of the guilds and brotherhoods shows them to have
been to a large extent religious bodics and that cvery town and dis-
trict had either a secular or religious fraternity. It i< also claimed
that these guilds, as with the Collegia of Rome, had patron saints. an
element which was not finally abolished until the Reformation.

The operative masons sought work in all parts of the kingdom
When a church or cathedral was to be erected the masons selected
for the work lodged near the site. Thev had a guild room or lodgee,
in which they ate and slept and in which were kept the working
drawings of the proposed edifice.

The fabric rolls of York Minster, as early as 1335, show that the
masons were directed to begin work after sunrise, then breakiast in
the fabric lodge and return to work until noon, and after dmreer and
a rest, again return to work and continue until sunset  The ceclosins
tics of the church furnished tunics, aprons, gloves and cloges and gave
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occasional refreshment in the way of drink, together with remunera-
tion for work done after the regular hour for closing. When works
werc on a large scale it was customary to supply aprons and gloves
to the workmen.

The link connecting operative and speculative Masonry was un-
doubtedly the priesthood, many of whom were artisans and who, on
account of the many buildings to be erected, were compelled to bring
in laymen to assist in the work, and these in due time were initiated
into the system. The symbolism we have to-day in Craft Masonry,
as well as in higher rites, is all an evolution which springs out of the
Bible traditions, which, with the science of geometry, were so com-
mingled by clerical teachings that later on it eventuated in the specu-
lative Masonry that has existed at least since 1600. The moral teach-
ings of Masonry are derived in part from the writings of the fathers
of the early church.

The medizval masons had peculiar notions as to their origin,
and traced their ancestry back to the days of the Pythagorean
philosophers. Indeed, every one of the old MSS. emphasises this
statement.

The spread of knowledge in conncction with the Gothic or pointed
architecture and the increase in the work of building, stimulated men
to follow the art of building, and a knowledge of geometry was just
as essential as that of handling a mallet and chisel.

In 1830 " The Poem of Moral Duties,” a MS. of 1388-1400,
in the King's Library in the British Museum, was published in Eng-
land. It was a metrical version of the rules, history and traditions
of the medieval guild of masons. It recited the legend of the dis-
covery of geometry by Euclid, and claimed that the craft came into
England in the days of Athelstan, that the King summoned the no-
bility to meet the craft, and at this meeting fifteen articles for the
guidance of master masons and fifteen points for craftsmen were
agreed upon. The poem then deals with the tradition of the Four
Crowned Martyrs and closes with rules for the guidance of masons
when at table with their superintendents.

The craft guilds met regularly at intervals varying from a week
to a month, and at these meetings there was a ceremonial, in order
to give solemmty to the occasion. The box which contained the
charters, records and money was opened and all present had to un-
cover their heads. The term “ the box ” may be found in many Ma-
sonic records, especially in Canada, from 1792 to 1822. [t was used
for similar purposes.

The craft guilds were originally formed out of the trades of Lon-
don and in conjunction with the merchant guilds were the municipal
bodies in each community. These trade guilds were managed by a
presiding officer and certain chosen members as a council. In the
reign of Edward II. every citizen was compelled to “ enrol himself
in the freedom of the city according to his trade or mystery " (mean-
ing a trade or calling).

These bodies were important in the community and possessed so
much influence that while some were content to exist by license from
the Council of Aldermen, many obtained charters of incorporation
from the King. which gave them, within a certain radius of the city,
the exclusive monopoly of the trade in which thev were skilled, with the
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privilege of wearing clothing of a distinctive character. The privi-
leges were of a beneficial character, aid being given in poverty or ill-
ness, the right to carry on their particular trade in the city and free-
doin from tolls and market dues. The earliest charter of a guild was
that to the weavers about 1100-1135.

These were the Livery Companies of London. There were three
grades of membership of the freedom of yeomanry: first, those who
obtained their privileges either by apprenticeship of seven vears, patri-
mony or gift; second, the members who wore the livery of the com.
pany and voted at the common hall; and third the members of the
Court of Assistants, who formed the governing body and from whom
were selected the masters and wardens of the company. They also
had a clerk to keep accounts and a beadle to summon the members
when requested to meet. The colors of the livery were chosen by the
masters and wardens. Those of the Masons’ Company were black
and white.

The Company or Fellowship of Masons more particularly merits
attention. All its documents prior to A.D. 1620, with the exception
of its grant of arms from the King, have been lost. A book of ac-
counts dated A.I). 1620 has been preserved. Records at the Guildhall
in London show that the company was in existence and that rules for
its guidance were passed by the Council of Aldermen of London as
early as 1356.

All craft guilds in London were required to form themselves into
fellowships or companics by roval charter or by permission of the
Council of Aldermien. Those who did not have this sanction were
called “ adulterine guilds,” and in 1180 eighteen guilds were fined for
such neglect.

In the davs of King John, A.D. 1201, members of the * so-
ciety ” of masons migrated to London. These men were of the fra-
ternity that was attached to the religious houses of the period and
had signs, secrets and syvmbols relative to the craft of masonry, with a
knowledge of geomctry, which was so interwoven with the practical
work of their craft that it was regarded as a trade secret. These
operatives worked under rules framed by their masters and fcllows
and assisted by the monks, who in a great degree possessed a know-
ledge of architecture and building in stone.

There were two classes of men amongst these operatives, those
who wrought in free stone and the ordinary masons who did the
rough work connected with the building. The former possessed a
knowledge of the csoteric work as well as the ability to draw plans for
structures. The latter did not, although undoubtedly many of the
most intelligent of them gradually became educated in the better
branches of the work and joined the higher class of operatives.

The Fellowship was known as ** Company of Freemasons™ so
early as 1537. but the prefix “free” was dropped from 1633-6 and
styled the ™ Worshipful Company of Masons.™

The word “ freemason.” in connection with the art of building.
occurs for the first time in a document in the British Muscum, written
in Latin and dated 14th June, 1306, in the reign of Richard II. Tt
points to the two classes of masons and the translation of the passage
reads ** Twenty-four Masons, called free (stone) Masons, and twenty-
four Masons, called lavers or setters.”™
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The word “ freemason ” is, however, found in 1375 in the civic re-
cords of London, while prior to this the masons were termed Macon
de Franche Pierre, but after 1400 the words ‘ free mason” and
“ rough mason ” were in ordinary use.

From these facts Mr. Papworth claims that the earliest use of
the word “ freemason” was in 1396, that the word “ free-stone-
mason ” as rendered in French was in use previous to this date, and
that the term freestone mason meant an operative who cut freestone,

"in contradistinction to the operatives who were setters and layers and
were employed in rough work.

In the oldest constitutions is found the word *“ mason,” but that of
“ freemasons ”’ appears in the Harleian MS. of 1670 (circa) and many
others. It is claimed, however, that the word occurs in a statute
passed in 1350 in the twenty-fifth year of the reign of Edward I., the
original French text of the statute being ‘“ mestre de franche peer,”
or a free stone mason, as distinguished from the mason who did rough
work in unhewn stone. The Scotch called one class of rough masons
“ cowans,” as they were not allowed to work with the regular masons.

The masons possessed many privileges. They divided the saints’
days with the King and whenever feasts occurred they were assigned
alternately between the King and the masons.

Public buildings, the city walls and gates were erected by the
masons, and inspected so as to be kept in repair, and the erection of
all new buildings was reported. The Council of Aldermen settled the
disputes concerning trade rules in guilds and private disputes between
members of the same craft, and no master mason was allowed to
erect ‘ purprestures ” upon the streets, lanes or suburbs of the city.
It is noted that the master mason engaged in the erection of St. Paul’s
Cathedral in 1332 was exempt from serving on juries, inquests, etc.

The only book of “ The Worshipful Company of Masons” prior
to 1663 that has been preserved, is a volume of accounts containing
the receipts and disbursements, as noted previously, from 1620-1706,
Conder states that from this book it would appear that the Company
consisted of a master, wardens, court of assistants, a livery and a body
of freemen termed * the yeomandry.” A youth joining the guild was
bound for seven years to a freeman of the company; after sign-
ing his indenture he was ™ presented ”’ to the company, paid a fee and
became an “entered apprentice” and after serving seven years he
could take up the freedom of the company. From the freedom mem-
bers could advance to the livery on payment of certain fees, and a
liveryman selected to join the court of assistants paid a further fee,
after which he could be chosen as under warden and if he declined
that office he was fined. After this he could fill the office of upper
warden and finally the chair.

This book of accounts also shows that other citizens were mem-
bers of the company besides the operatives. These citizens were not
connected with the trade. Some were sons of freemen, who claimed
admittance by patrimony or inheritance from their fathers, and were
admitted to the livery on payment of the same fees and gratuity as
one who had served his seven years’ apprenticeship. There were also
other members, who paid a further fee and who were admitted to
the livery on ‘“accepting Masonry.”

This latter class was composed of masons who constituted the
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speculative lodge that was attached to and worked within the walls
and under the auspices of the Worshipful Company of Masons. They
were known as “ accepted masons” and were then eligible to the
livery on payment of certain fees, amounting to £10.

This company therefore occupied a dual position. It had opera-
tive and speculative members, and to its latter side may be traced the
origin of the Craft lodges of to-day. .

All minute books previous to 1670 are missing, so that no details
of the work can be given prior to that date, but from 1670 until the
esoteric side of the company passed to the jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge of Masons in 1717 the internal workings are known.

%‘he income of the Company was derived from a subscription of
sixpence per quarter, termed “ quarterage,” a word used occasionally
in the minutes of the earlier lodges in Canada, and from fees on the
‘“ presenting of apprentices” by master masons, members of the
company.

The old charges or constitutions, were read over to the appren-
tice when he was being presented to the guild.

The affinity between the operative lodges and those of a specula-
tive character is shown in the example of one at Swalwell, a Yorkshire
company of operative masons, which used a condensed form of a long
version of the old charges, and which lodge eventually became wholly
speculative. This shows that the Yorkshire company had its opera-
tive as well as its speculative character. Freemasonry, therefore, is a
speculative science founded upon an operative art.

The accounts of the London or Masons company show that the
receipts were made up of gratuities, fines and fees, these with other
minor items constituting the income of that company. The items in
the year 1636 show that the apprentice paid a gratuity of twenty shil-
lings, also a fine of three shillings and threepence for being a master
mason and an entrance fee of sixpence, making a total of twenty-
three shillings and ninepence. Conder thinks that there was possibly
a secret ceremony accompanying the degree of master mason, but
admits *“ there is no evidence” (p. 163).

The interest in the work of the speculative side of this Worship-
ful Company of Masons is of importance to modern Craftsmen, for
all the written evidence produced, as well as the traditions that to a
certain extent are the outcome of this guild, point to it as being one
of the sources from which the great brotherhood of speculative
Masons can claim descent. Indeed, so far as is known, it is probably
the channel by which the old constitutions of the middle ages have
come to those who reorganized the Craft in the formation of the
Grand Lodge of 1717.

Conder thinks that “the traditions and moral teachings of the
old fellowship, which undoubtedly existed in Britain in the 12th and
13th centuries, were preserved by the Macons Company of Londen
after the downfall of the Church in 1330 until the middle of the t7th
century, at which period non-operative masons and others carried on
the old society with considerable energy. their participation culminat-
ing in 1717 in the establishment of a Grand Lodge and the subsequent
rapid formation of lodges in all parts of the country.”

The semi-religious character of the moral teachings and tradi-
tions of the fraternity of Masons s derived trom legendary history
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and from the sacred books of the early church. This is evident from
the old MSS., such as the Halliwell and many others, which recite
the history of masonry, and lay down rules for guidance in conduct
and behaviour of its membership.

The architecture of early days was under the care of the mo-
nastic orders. These monks or priests had a perfect knowledge of all
that pertained to the drawing of plans, as well as to the higher
branches of stone cutting. The best lay operatives originally received
their instruction in building from these sources, and thus becoming
connected with religious houses, they were taught the higher educa-
tion, which gave them a status as masters of the work in all its
branches. These men were associated in a union that was to a certain
extent universal, in that secret signs, tokens and words were given
them, so that in travelling from one part of the country to the other
in search of work, they could make themselves known as having
served an apprenticeship that would not only entitle them to work,
but be evidence of their skill as artisans.

In the British Museum, in the Randle Holme MS. (The Harleian,
No. 2054), of the constitution of the masons, said to have been written
about 1640-50, is a note which reads:

“ There is seurall words and signes of a free Mason to be revailed to yu
wch as yu will answ: before God at the Great & terrible day of Judgmt yu
keep secret & not revaile the same to any in the heares of any pson but to
the Mrs. & Fellows of the said Society of free Masons so helpe me God, &c.”

In 1686 Dr. Robert Plot, a professor at Oxford and keeper of
the Ashmolean Museum, published his Natural History of Stafford-
shire. In this work he went out of his way to attack the Masonic
institution, but nevertheless his publication is valuable, as it shows
the condition of Masonry prior to the reorganization in 1717. An
extract will suffice:

* They have a custom in Staffordshire of admitting men into the Society
of Frecmasons, that in the Morelands of this country seems to be of greater
request than anywhere else, though I find that the custom sprcad more or
less all over the nation; for here I found persons of the most eminent quality
that did not disdain to be of this fellowship; nor, indeed, need they, were it of
that antiquity and honor that is pretended in a large parchment volume they
have amongst them, containing the history and rules of the Craft of Masonry,
which is there deduced not only -from sacred writ, but profane story. * * *
* * Jnto which Socicty when they are admitted they call a mecting (or
Lodge, as they term it in some places), which must consist, at least, of five or
six of the ancients of the Order, whom the candidates present with gloves, and
so likewise to their wives, and entertain with a collation according to the
custom of the place; this ended, they proceed to the admission of them, which
chiefly consists in the communication of secret signs, whereby they are known
to each other all over the nation, by which means they have maintenance
whither ever they travel, for if any man appear, though altogether unknown,
that can show any of these signs to a fellow of the Society, whom they other-
wise call an Accepted Mason, he is obliged presently to come to him, from
what company or place soever he may be in; nay, though from the top of a
steeple. what hazard or inconvenience soever he run. to know his pleasure and
assist him, viz.: if he want work, he is bound to find him some; or if he can-
not do that, to give him money. or otherwise support him till work can be
had, which is one of their articles.”

Elias Ashmole, the celebrated antiquary, however, furnishes us
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with the best evidence of early speculative Masonry and actual initia-
tion. Ashmole was the founder of the Ashmolean Museum at Ox-
ford. He was made a Freemason on the 16th October, 1646, and in
his diary he writes:

* 1046. October 16. 4 Hor. 30 minutes post menid, I was made a Free-
mason at Warrington, in Lancashire, with Colonel Henry Mainwaring, of
Kanncham, 1in Cheshire: the names of them who were then at the Loduee,
Mr. Rich Penket Warden, Mr. James Collier, Mir Rich Sankey, Honry
Littler, John Ellam, Rich. Ellam and Hugh Brewer.”
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In another place he speaks of being admitted into the Fellow-
ship (Diary p. 362), for thirty-six years afterwards he makes the fol-
lowing entry: ‘

*“1682. March 10. About 5 Hor., post merid., I received a summons
to appear at a Lodge to be held the next day at Masons’ Hall in London.

“11. Accordingly, I went and about noon were admitted into the Fellow-
ship of Freemasons: Sir William Wilson, knight, Capt. Rich, Borthwick,
Mr. Will. Woodman, Mr. Wm. Grey, Mr. Samuel Taylor, Mr. William Wise.

“1 was the senior fellow among them (it being thirty-five years since I
was admitted), there was present besides myself the fellows afternamed: Mr.
Thos. Wise, Master of the Masons company this present year; Mr. Thomas
Shorthose, Mr. Thomas Shadbolt, — Wainsford, Esq., Mr. Rich. Young,
Mr. John Shorthose, Mr. William Hammon, Mr. John Thompson, and Mr.
William Stanton. We all dyned at the Halfe-Moon-Tavern, in Cheapside, at
a Noble dinner prepaired at the charge of the New Accepted Masons.”

. The reference in 1682 is to a lodge held in the hall of the Com-
pany of Masons in London, at which the master of the company, his
two wardens, and other members were present.

Another old writer is John Aubrey, author of the ™ Natural His-
tory of Wiltshire,” a MS. in the library of the Royal Society. At Ox-
ford there is the MS. of Aubrey’s History, dated 1686, and on the
reverse of folio 72 is the following note in Aubrey’s handwriting:

1691
after Rogation Sunday .
Mdm this day (May the 18th being Monday) is a great convention at St.

accepted
Paul's Church of the fraternity, of the free Masons; where Sir Christopher
Wren is to be adopted a Brother: and Sir Henry Goodric . . . . of ye

Tower and divers others———— There have been kings that have been of this
Sodalitie.

Anderson states that Sir Christopher Wren was Grand Master in
1683, six years before he was, according to Aubrey, to be initiated as a
Frecmason. There is no documentary evidence, other than Aubrey’s,
suggesting that Wren was ever a member of the Craft. Anderson’s
statement is considered apocryphal.

It will be noticed that in the above extract Aubrey has erased
the word “free” and substituted ““accepted,” to indicate a specula-
tive Mason, in contradistinction to the operative.

All this evidence shows that in this masonic community there
was a speculative as well as an operative division, that those who
belonged to the former were ™ admitted ” to the fellowship, while
those of the latter were ‘“ accepted,” or in other words were ‘‘ accepted
masons.”

The importance of Ashmole’s entry is an essential in the line of
proof of the genuineness of the lodge in London, showing that the
lodge at Warrington of 1646 was a branch or sister of the lodge that
met in 1682 under the auspices of the Masons' Company.

Now Conder, in his history of the Masons” Company, says that in
1620, twenty-one years before any mention of speculatives is made by
the writers of the 17th century, an entry in a document in the posses-
sion of the company shows that certain gratuities were received from
new members in consequence of their acceptance on the livery. The
only book which has been preserved of the business of the company
prior to 1663 is a volume of receipts and expeunditures. The earliest



The interior and west view of the Hall in the old building of the
Masons’ Company, Masons’ Avenue, Rasinghall street, LLondon  Th.
pediment and other wood-work in the two doorwavs as well as the
decorations in the frieze above with the arnamental plaster work and
cornice are as they were during the occupancy of the building by the
Masons’ Company.



The interior of the East end of the Hall in the old building which |
belonged to the Masons’ Company, Masons' avenue, Dasinghall street,

London, Eng.

Op. page b1. ) .
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entry is July, 1620, referring to the accounts * of the Wardens of the
Company.” Another entry in the same year refers to the speculative
side of the Company, which reads:

** They charge themselves also with money receyued of the Psons hereafter
named for their gratuitie at theyr acceptance unto the Livery.”

In the following year there are entries in these accounts of new
members who were " made " masons.

In 1631 is another entry, showing in connection with these mem-
bers, the character of the company, and that sixteen years before the
initiation of Ashmole at Warrington the work of speculative Masonry
was in operation in London. The entry reads:

“ Pd in goeing abroad & att a meeteing att the hall about ye Masons yt
were to be accepted. vis vid.”

These entrics show that such members were not connected with
the trade, but before being eligible for election in the livery of the
comipany became ** accepted masons,” or in other words speculative
Masons.

An entry oi a similar character is to be found in the books of
1650, as follows:

“Item. Reced of Thomas Moore, Junr, in full of his fine for coming on

the Liueric & admission uppon Acceptance of Masonry.”

The entry that Mr. Moore was elected upon his acceptance of
Masonry shows that initiation into speculative Masonry was a pre-
requisite before admission as members of the livery.

All these entries attest the fact that these were accepted Masons.,
and that the entry of 1620 is the carliest notice of the term ** accepted
Mason.” Further proof of the speculative nature of this lodge is found
in an inventory of the belongings of the company made in 1665.
Amongst the many articles in the hall mentioned in this list is

“ The names of the accepted Masons in a faire inclosed frame with lock
and key.”

. In this inventory are two items, viz., ~and one book with the
constitutions which Mr. food gave,” and " one other book of
Constitutions.” Thesc are similar to those made in an inventory of
1676, viz.: ** One book of the Constitutions of the \ccepted Masons,”
which was known as the old charges or Gothic Constitutions
to modern Masons, and " One book of the Ancient Coustitutions
and Orders,” which were " The constitutions or rules that were
passed for the government of the body by the Court of Aldermien in
i481.” The use of the word " accepted”” shows that the book to
which the term is applied was quite different to that containing the
rales of the Conipany.

The extracts given concerning the initiation of Flas Ashmole,
and the entries quoted from 1620 to 1676 in connection with the
VMasons” Company. show that the lodec at Warrington i 1640, that
at London in the Masons Frall in 1682 and the Todge that met in the
sime hall in 1620, were all speculative Indges The lodue at Warring -
ton, and that in the Masons Tlalll were as closelv allied to one
another as the lodges of madern Masonre The company, which was
bnovn as the Fellonchin of Yacone ta ahout 13300 changed ite title
to that of the Company of Freemasons, and then continned to nse the
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term “ freemasons ” until 1653, when the prefix * free ” was dropped,
and the company was known as the “ masons.” Conder writes:

“This is curious as the period embraced was the dark ages, so to speak, of
symbolical masonry, which soon after 1653 showed signs of revival. No doubt,
about the same time, the speculative element, which had for so long itaken
refuge in the safe haven of the Company, adventured on a new course, and
possibly soon afterwards several Lodges were formed, still under the wing, so
to speak, of the Company, and holding their meetings at the Masons’ Hall,
which was still probably looked upon as the only headquarters of the Craft in
London.”

The fact that the prefix “free” was practically abandoned in
1653 is suggested as evidence that the speculative division formed the
“ Society of Freemasons,” as a separate organization from the “ Com-
pany of Masons,” and that out of the former we have the speculative
lodges that formed the Grand Lodge in London in 1717, i.e. Free and
Accepted Masons.

The Hall. known as the “ Masons’ Company,” of London, is on
the south side of Masons’ Avenue, Basinghall street and Coleman
street, London, England. The original hall was built about 1463.
destroyed bv the great fire of London in 1666, and rebuilt in 1668,

The engraving of the entrance to the hall (page 63) was made
prior to 1865. when the building was sold for commercial purposes.

The street plan (page 64) shows the location of the hall. The
locality is a familiar one to many Craftsmen from Canada.

The two engravings of Masons’ avenue and the two interiors of
the hall were photographed for me in August, 1898. The building
is now used as a tavern and the old hall as a dining-room. The en-
gravings of the interior show the hall as it is to-day. The ornamental
cornice with the frieze and panel decorations are in plaster and show
the original work.

CHAPTER V.

TuE EArRLY RECORDS OF THE CRAFT IN ENGLAND.—THE OLD LODGES
AND THE FORMATION OF THE GRAND LoDGES oF ENGLAND
AND THOSE OF IRELAND AND SCOTLAND.

Before reciting the history of Craft life in the old Province of
Upper Canada—now the Province of Ontario—a few words as to the
condition of Freemasonry in England during the eighteenth century
will not be out of place.

The Canadian Craftsman is concerned in the history of British
Freemasonrv because all the fraternitv on this continent hails from
the mother Grand Lodges of Great Britain and Ireland. This interest
is intensified by the fact that the original Grand Lodge of England,
founded in 1717, was the primal organization, which led to the forma-
tion of other Grand hodies. not only in England but in Ireland and
Scotland. these. at different periods in the eighteenth and present
century. giving life to the vast fraternity. which now flourishes in
everv part of the North American continent.
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MASONS’ AVENUE, BASINGHALL STREET, LONDON — PRESENT
ENTRANCE TO THE OLD HALL.
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The earliest evidence known until recently of an exclusively
speculative lodge as an actual working organization in any part of the
world, was found in the diary of Elias Ashmole, the celebrated
antiquary, who was initiated at a lodge meeting in Warrington, Eng-
land, on the 16th October, 1646. Whether this lodge had ever been
an operative one or not, is a question yet unsolved. It may have had
its origin in one of those operative societies, the outcome of which is
speculative Masonry. The<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>