


Digitized by Coogle 



.. 

PERFECT 

CEREMONIES OF 

araft m.a~onr!, 
ACCORDING TO THE MOST APPROVED FORMS 

AS TAUGHT IN 

THE UNIONS EMULATION LODGE OF 

IMPROVEMENT FOR M. 

FREEMASONS' HALL, 

LONDON. 

WITH THE MOST RECENT COR , . 

I Prifll1tdy prillfed']4j.. GooQle J.:J - , 0 gltlZl>d by " 

<~_ 2 J. ~r/-' . . 

Q 



I~II~ 

~o ®pen tbe Longe in tbe 
jUra IDegree. 

g HE brethren being af
fembIed and clothed, the 
W. M. gives one k .. k 

with the Gavil and is anfwered by 
the S. and J. Wardens, (the fame 
is done at the Opening and Clojing 
in the three Degrees.) 

W. M.-Brethren, afiifi: me to 
open the Lodge. 

W. M.--('l'o J. w. calling him 
by name.) Br. A. B. What is the 
firfi: care of every Mafon ? 

J. W.-To fee the Lodge pro
perly TyIed. 

W. M .-('l'o J. w.) 
that duty to be done. 

J. W.-('l'o 1. G. by name) Br. 
A. B. See the Lodge properly 
Tyled. 

1. G.-Gives tf.ree k ... s, 
which are an[wered by the Tyler, 

B 
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'rIle Perfect Ceremonies 

the I. G. turns rourid and fays to 
J. W. Br. A. B. (name). The 
Lodge is properly Tyled. 

J. W.-Gives three k ... s (no 
jign), and reports the fame to the 
W. M. (calling him by name) . 

W. M.-(ro S. W. by name) 
Br. A. B. What is the next 
care? 

S. W.-To fee that none but 
Mafons are prefent. 

W. M.- Brethren, to order as 
Mafons in the firfl degree. 

W. M.-Br. J. W. How many 
principal officers are there in the 
Lodge? 

J. W.-Three, the W. M., S. 
and J. Wars. 

W. M.- Br.S. W. How many 
affiflant officers are there? 

S. W.-Three, befides the Ty
ler or outer Guard, namely, the S. I 

and J. Deacons, and 1. G. 
W. M.-Br. J. W. The fitua

tion of the outer Guard, or Tyler. 
J. W.-Outfide the door of 

the Lodge. 
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of Craft Mafonry. 3 

W. M.-('fo 'J. w,) What is 
his duty? 

J. W.-Being armed with a 
drawn [word, to keep off all Cow
ans and intruders to Ma[onry, and 
fee that the Candidates are pro
per! y prepared. 

W. M.-Br. S. W. The fttua
tion of the 1. G. ? 

S. W.-Within the entrance of 
the Lodge. 

W. M.-('fo S. W) What is 
his duty? 

S. W.-To admit Ma[ons on 
proof, receive Candidates in due 
form, and obey the commands of 
the J. W. 

W. M.-Br. J. W. The fitua
tion of the J. D. ? 

J. W. - At the right of the 
S. W. 

W. M.-('fo 'J. W.) What is 
his duty? 

J. W.-To carryall meffages 
and communications of the W. M. 

II~--/il from the S. to the J. W. and fee 
I~~I the fame puntl:ually obeyed. 
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W. M.-Br. S. W. The fitua
tion of the S. D.? 

S. W.-At the right or near 
the W. M. 

W. M. ('To S. W.)-What is 
his duty? 

S. W.-To bear all meifages 
and commands from the W. M. 
to the S. W. and await the return 
of the J. D. _ 

W. M.- Br. J. W. Where is 
your conftant place in the Lodge? 

J. W.-In the South. 
W. M. ('To J. w')-Why are 

you fo placed? 
J. W.-To mark the Sun at 

its meridian, to call the brethren 
from labour to refrelhment, and 
from refrelhment to labour, that 
profit and pleafure may be the 
refult. 

W . M.--Br. S. W. Your COIl

ftant place in the Lodge? 
S. W. - In the Weft. 
W. M.-('ToS. W.) Why are 

you fo placed? 
S. W.-To mark the fetting 
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Sun, to clofe the Lodge by the 
W. Mafter's command, after hav
ing feen that every Brother has 
had his due. . 

W. M.-('fo S. W.) Where is 
the Mafter's place? 

S. W.-In the Eaft. 
W. M.-('fo S. w.) Why is 

he fo placed? 
S. W.-As the Sun rifes in the 

Eaft, to open and enliven the day, 
fo is the W. M. placed in the Eaft 
to open his Lodge, and employ 
and inftruct the Brethren in Free
mafonry. 

W. M. - The Lodge being 
duly formed, before I declare it 
open, let us invoke a bleffing from 
the Great Architect of the U ni
verfe on all our undertakings, 
may our labours thus begun in 
order, be conducted in peace, and 
clofed in harmony. 

P. Mafter.-So mote it be. 
W. M.-In the name of the 

Great Architect of the U niverfe, 
I declare the Lodge duly open for 
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Crqft Mafonry. 

the purpofe of Freemafonry in the 
firft Degree. 

The W. M. gives three k ... s, 
which are repeated by the S. and 
]. Wars. 1. G. and Tyler. 

['The Brethren reJume their feats.] 
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~o open tbe Longe in tbe 
@leconn Degree. 

g HE W. M. gives one 
, k ... k which is fol

lowed by the S. and J. 
Wars. He then fays, Brethren, 
affift me to open the Lodge in the 
Second Degree. 

W. M.-Br. J. W. What is 
the firft care of every FeJlow
C . .. t Freemafon? 

J. W .-To fee the Lodge pro
perly Tyled. 

W. M.-('Io 7. W) 
that duty to be done. 

J. W. -Br. 1. G. 
Lodge properly Ty led. 

I. G.-Gives three k .. s, and 
being anfwered by the Tyler, he 
takes the f ... p and gives the 
[ ... n of the Firft Degree to the 
J. W. and fays, Br. J. W. the 
Lodge is properly Tyled. 
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J. W.-Gives the k ... sand 
announces to the Mafter, that the 
Lodge is properly Tyled. 

W. M.-Br. S. W. What is 
the next care? 

S. W.-To fee that the Bre
thren appear to order as Mafons. 

W. M.-Brethren to order in 
the Firft Degree. 

('1'he Brethren take the j . .. p, 
and fland to order with the J . .. n 
of an E. A .) 

W. M.-Br. J. W. Are you 
a Fellow-Craft Freema[on ? 

J. W.-I am, W. M. Try 
me, and prove me. 

W . M.-('1'o J. W.) By what 
inftrument in ArchiteCl:ure will 
you be proved? 

J. W.-The Square. 
W. M.-('1'o J. W.) What is 

a Square? 
J. W.-An Angle of 90 De

grees, or the fourth part of a 
Circle. 

W. M.-('1'o J. w.) Being 
yourfelf acquainted with the pro-



per mode, you will prove the Bre
thren Craftfmen, and demonfirate 
that proof to me by copying their 
example. 

J. W.-Brethren, it is the W. 
Mafier's command that you prove 
yourfelves Craftfmen. 

(When tIle Brethren have taken 
the J ... p and J. . . n, and the 
J. W. has Jeen them to be correll, 
he makes the following report :) 

J. W.-W. M. The Brethren 
have proved themfelves Craftf
men, and in obedience to your 
commands I thus copy their ex
ample. 

W. M.-Br. J. W. I acknow
ledge the correcrnefs of the f .. n. 
(Gives it and j. .. p. ) 

W. M.-Brethren, before the 
Lodge is opened in the Second 
Degree, let us fupplicate the Grand 
Geometrician of the U niverfe, that 
the rays of heaven may lhed its 
benign influence over us, to en
lighten us in the paths of virtue 
and fcience. 

c 
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P. M.-So mote it be. 
W. M.- In the name of the 

Grand Geometrician of the Uni- 1-..."... .... ' 

verfe, I declare the Lodge duly 
opened on the Square, for the in
firuCtioll' and improvement of 
Craftfmen. 
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<lI:etemon!' of ®pening tbe 
JLonge in tbe ([bitO 

IDegtec. 

II W.M. 
~ RETHRE~affiftme~ 

op~n the Lodge in the 
~ Third Degree. (All rife.) 
W. M.-Br. J. W. What is the 

firft care of every Mafter Mafon ? 
J. W.-To fee the Lodge pro

perly Tyled. 
W. M.-('J'o J. W.) DireCt 

that duty to be done. 
J. W.-Br. I. G. 

Lodge properly Tyled. 
I. G.-Gives the k ... s of the 

Second Degree, which are an
fwered by the Tyler, then advanc
ing with the f. .. p and f. .. n, 
he fays, Br. J. W. the Lodge is 
properly Ty led. 

J. W.-Gives the k ... sand 
reports the fame to the W . M. 
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1~11~ 
12 'The PerfeCl Ceremonies 

W. M.--Br. S. W. What is 
the next care? 

S. W.-To fee that the Bre
thren appear to order as Craftfmen. 

W. M.-Brethren, to order in 
the Second Degree. 

(The Brethrenfland to order with 
the]. . . n.) 

W. M.-Br. J. W. Are you a 
M. Mafon? 

J. W.-I am, W. M. Try me 
and prove me. 

W. M.-(To J. W.) By what 
infiruments in Architecture will 
you be proved? 

J. W. - The S . . . e 
C ... mp ... f ... s. 

W. M.-(To '}. W.) Being ILU'lI......,,1 

yourfelf acquainted with the pro
per mode, you will prove the 
Craftfmen M. Mafons by f ... ns, 
and demonfirate that proof to me 
by copying their example. II .... ''-'Jr'"", , 

J. W.-Brethren, it is the W. 
Mafter's command, that you prove 
yourfelves M. Mafons by J ... ns, 
(which they do, and when he fees 
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13 

they are correll, he reports as fol
lows:) 

J. W.-W. M. The Brethren 
have proved themfelves M. Ma
fons by f ... ns, and in obedience 
to your commands, I thus copy 
their example. 

W. M.-Br. J. W. I acknow
ledge the correCtnefs of the f ... ns 
(gives them). 

W. M.-(:To J. w.) Whence 
come you? 

j. W.-The Eaft. 
W. M.-Br. S. W. Whither 

direCting your courfe ? 
S. W.-The Weft. 
W. M.-Br.]. W. What in

ducement have you to leave the 
Eaft and go to the Weft ? 

]. W.-To feek for that which 
was loft, which by your inftruc
tion, and our own endeavours, we 
hope to fi nd. 

W. M.-Br. S. W. What is 
that which was loft ? 

S. W.-The genuine fecrets of 
aM. Mafon. 
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W. M.-Br. ]. W. 
came they loft? 

J. W.-By the untimely death 
of our Maller H. A ... ff. 

W. M.-(Cf'o J. W.) vVhere do 
you expeCt to find them? 

J. W.- With the Centre? 
W. M.- (Cf'o J. W.) What is 

a centre? 
j. W.-That point within a 

circle from which every part of 
the circumference is equidiftant. 

W. M.-. Br. S. W. Why do 
you expeCt to find them with the 
Centre? 

S. W. - Becaufe that is a point 
from which a M. Mafon cannot 
err. 

W. M.-Then we will affill 
you to repair that lo{s, and may 
heaven aid our united endeavours. 

P. M.-So mote it be. 
W. M.- In the name of the 

Moft High, I declare the Lodge 
duly opened on the Centre, for the 
purpofe of Freemafonry in the 
Third Degree. 
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of Craft Mafonry. 

w. M. - Gives the k ... s, 
which are repeated hy. the War
dens, then all give the Grand and 
Royal [. . . n exclaiming, All 
Glory to the Moft High. 
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I~I~ 
Qreremonp of QrIofing tbe 

lLoDge in tbe €'birD 
Degree. 

W.M. IlRETHREN, affift me 
~ to clore the Lodge in the 
~ Third Degree. (Allrije.) 
W. M.-Br. J. W. What is 

the conftant care of every M. 
MaCon? 

J. W.-To prove the Lodge 
clore Tyled. 

W. M.-(:T"o J. W.) Direct 
that duty to be done. 

J. W.-Br. 1. G. Prove the 
, Lodge clore Tyled. 

1. G. - Gives three k ... s, 
which are an[wered by the Tyler; 
the 1. G. takes the f ... p and 
gives the p ... n ... I ... [ ... n 
of the Third Degree, and fays, 
Br. J. W. the Lodge is cloCe 
Tyled. 

D 
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]. W.-Gives the k ... s, and 
reports the fame to the W. M. 

W. M.-Br. S. W. What is 
the next care? 

S. W.-To fee that the Breth
ren appear to order as M. Mafons. 

W. M.-Brethren, to order in 
the Third Degree. 

('The Brethren take the J . .. p 
and live the p ... 1 . . . J. .. n.) 

W. M.-Br. J. W. Whence 
come you? 

]. W.-The Weft, whither we 
have been in fearch of the genuine 
fecrets of aM. Mafon. 

W. M.-Br. S. W. Have you 
been fuccefsful ? 

S. W.-We have not, W. M., 
but we bring with us certain fub
ftituted fecrets, which we are an
xious to impart for your approba
tion. 

W. M.-('To S. W.) Let thofe 
fubftituted fecrets be regularly 
communicated to me. 

The two Wardens come to the 
centre of the Lodge and face each 
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of Crail MaJonry. 19 

other about a yard apart, the S. 
faces the South and the J. the 
North, the J. works up the fecrets, 
the S. keeps his pofition; after 
the firft f ... p he takes the hand 
of the S. and gives the p ... s 
g ... P of a M. M., and with 
hands elevated above the head, 
whifpers in his r ... t ear the 
p ... s w ... d; after loofing 
hands he takes another pace, and 
goes through the full f ... n of a 
M. M., and on the five p . .. s of 
f ... w ... p he whifpers in his I ... t 
ear the w ... s of aM. M.; after 
faluting the S. W. he refumes his 
feat. 

The S. W. moves to about a 
yard in front of the W. M., gives 
the p ... 1 f. .. n and fays, W. M. 
condefcend to receive from me the 
fubftituted f. .. s of a M. M. 

The W. M. replies, Br. S. W. 
I will receive them with pleafure, 
and you will on this occafion, for 
the information of the Brethren, 
repeat the w ... s aloud. 
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The W. M. leaves the Chair 
(from the right fide,) and receives 
th em as the S. W. had done, the 
S. W. then falutes the W. M., both 
return to their feats, keeping up 
the p ... 1 f. .. n until they arrive ' 
there. 

W. M. Refumes the Chair, and 
addreffes the Lodge as follows, 
Brethren, the fubil:ituted f. .. s of 
aM. M. which have been thus re
gularly communicated to me, I, as 
the M. of this Lodge, and thereby 
the humble reprefentative of King 
Solomon, fanCi:ion, confirm, and 
declare, that they {hall defignate 
you and all M. Mafons through
out the U niverfe, until time or 
circumil:ances {hall reil:ore the 
genume ones. 

The Brethren bending the head 
a little forward all exclaim, With 
gratitude to our MaHer we bend. 

Then all the Brethren (with 
the Grand and Royal] . .. n), All 
gratitude to the Moil: High. 

W. M.-Br. S. W. The labours 
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if Craft Maflnry. 

of this degree being ended, you 
have my commands to clofe this 
M. Mafon's Lodge. (Gives the 
k ... s.) 

S. W.-Brethren, in the name 
of the M oil: High, and by com
mand of the W. M., I clofe this 
M. Mafons' Lodge. (Gives the 
k ... s.) 

J. W.-And it is clofed accord
ingly. (Gives the k ... s, a!Ja the 
1. G. and 'Tyler.) 
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Qteremon~ of Qtloang tbe 
Longe in tbe @leconn 

Degree. 

W.M. I1RETHREN, affift me to 
~ clofe the Lodge in the 
~ Second Degree. 
W. M.-Br. J. W. What is 

the conftant care of every Fellow
Craft Freerilafon? 

]. W.-To prove the Lodge 
c10fe Tyled. 

W. M.-(To J. W.) Direct 
that duty to be done. 

J. W.-Br. I. G. Prove the 
Lodge clofe Tyled. 

The I. G. gives the k ... s, 
which are anfwered by the Tyler; 
he takes the L.p, gives the L.n, 
and fays, Br. J. W. the Lodge is 
clofe Tyled. 

J. W.-Gives the k ... s, and 
reports the fame to the W. M. 
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Z+ 'The PeifeR Ceremonies 

W. M.-Br. S. W. What is 
the next care? S. W.-To fee 
that the Brethren appear to order 
as Craftfmen. 

W. M.-Brethren. To order 
in the Second Degree. 

W. M.-Br. J. W. in this fitua
tion what have you difcovered? 

J. W.-The Sacred Symbol. 
W. M.- Br. S. W. Where is 

it fituated? 
S. W.- In the centre of the 

building. 
W. M.-Br. J. W. To whom 

does it allude? 
J. W.-To God, the Grand 

Geometrician of the U niverfe. 
W. M.-Then let us remember 

that wherever we are, or whatever 
we do, He is always with us, and 
His all -feeing eye beholds us, and 
while we continue to act according 
to the principles of the Craft, let 
us not fail to difcharge our duty 
to Him with fervency and zeal. 

W. M.- Br. S. W., the labours 
of this degree being ended, -you 

Digitized by Google 



have my command to c10fe 
Lodge. (Gives the k ... s.) 

S. W.-In the name of the 
Grand Geometrician of the Uni
verfe, and by command of th e 
W. M., I clofe this Fellow-Crafts 
Lodge. (Gives the k ... s.) 

J. W.-As happily have we 
met, fo happily may we part, and 
happily meet again. 

E 
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qreremon1? of ~Ioftng tbe 

lLonge generaU1? 

W. M. IIRETHREN, affill: me 
~ to clofe the Lodge. ( All 

rife·) Br. J. W. What 
is the conll:ant care of every Ma
fon? 

J. W .-T 0 prove the 
c10fe Tyled. 

W. M.- ('l'o J. W.) 
that duty to be done. 

J. W.-Br. 1. G. Prove the 
Lodge c10fe Tyled. 

1. G.-Gives three k ... s, takes 
the f...p and f.. .n, and frtys, Br. 
J. W. the Lodge is c1o(e Tyled. 

J. W.-Gives the k ... s, and 
reports the fame to the W. M. 

W. M.-Br. S. W. What is 
the next care? 

S. W.-To (ee that the Brethren 
appear to order as Ma(ons. 
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W. M.-Brethren, to order as 
Mafons. 

W. M.-Br. S. W. Your con
ftant place in the Lodge? 

S. W.-In the Weft. 
W. M.-('l'o S. W.) Why 

are you fo placed? 
S. W.-As the Sun fets in the 

Weft to c10fe the day, fo is the S. 
W. placed in the Weft to clofe the 
Lodge, by the W. M.'s command, 
after havingfeen that every Brother 
has had his due. 

W. M.-Before the Lodge is 
dofed, letus with all reverence and 
humility exprefs our gratitude to 
the Great ArchiteCt: of the U niverfe, 
for the favours already received, 
may He continue to pteferve our 
Order by beautifying and adorning 
us with every moral and focial 
virtue. 

P. M.-So mote it be. 
W. M.-Br. S. W. The la

bours of the evening being ended, 
you have my command to clofe 
the Lodge. (Gives the k ... s.) 
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of Craft Mafonry. 

s. W.-Brethren, in the name 
of the·Great ArchiteCt of the U ni
verfe, and by command of the W. 
M., I clore the Lodge. (Gives the 
k ... s.) 

J. W . -The Lodge being clofed, 
I declare it adjourned until the 
-- day of -- (emergencies 
excepted, of which due notice will 
be given), and it is adjourned 
accordingly. (Gives the k ... s.) 

The I. G. and Tyler alfo give 
the k ... s.) 

The P. M.-Takes one pace 
forward and fays, Brethren, no
thing now remains but according 
to ancient cullom, to lock up our 
L.s in a fafe and facred repofitory, 
uniting in the aCt, fidelity, fidelity, 
fidelity. 

END OF THE OPENINGS AND 

CLOSINGS. 
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anCttJeren bp <l!anninates 
before ~amng. 

_ HE Lodge being open 
in the Firft Degree, the 

. W. M. thus proceeds: 
-Brethren, Br. A. B. is this even
ing a Candidate to be pa{fed to the 
Second Degree, but it is firll: necef
fary that he ihould give proofs of 
his proficiency in the former, I 
ihall therefore proceed to put the 
nece{fary quell:ions. 

W. M.-Where were you firll: 
prepared to be made a Mafon ? 

Can.-In my heart. 
W. M.-Where next? 
Can.-In a convenient room 

adjoining the Lodge. 
W. M.-Defcribe the mode of 

your preparation. 
Can.- I was divell:ed of all 
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m ... t. .. ls and h ... d w ... d, my r ... t 
a ... m l... t b ... t and k ... e were made 
b .. . e and my r ... t h .. .l f. .. p f. .. d, 
with a c. .. e t ... w about my 
neck. 

W. M. - Where were you 
made a Mafon? 

Can.-In the body of a Lodge, 
iufl:, perfecc, and regular. 

W. M.-And when? 
Can.-When the Sun was at its 

meridian. 
W. M.- Mafons' Lodges in 

this country being ufually held in 
the evening, how do you account 
for this, which at the firft view 
appears a paradox. 

Can.-The Sun being the centre 
of our fyfl:em, and the earth con
fl:ant! y revolving on its axis, and 
Freemafonry being univerfally 
fpread over its furface, it necef
farily follows that the Sun muft 
be always at its meridian with 
refpeCt: to Freemafonry. 

W. M.-WhatisFreemafonry? 
Can.- A peculiar fyfl:em of I= .. ~ 
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morality veiled in allegory, 
illuftrated by Symbols. 

W. M.-Name the grand prin
ciples on which our Order is 
founded. 

Can.-Brotherly Love, Relief, 
and Truth. 

W. M.-Who are fit and proper 
perfons to be made Mafons? 

Can.-J uft, upright, and free 
men, of mature age, found judg
ment, and ftrict morals. 

W. M.-How do you know 
yourfelf to be a Mafon ? 

Can.-By the regularity of my 
initiation, repeated trials and ap
probation, and a willingnefs at all 
times to undergo an examination 
when properly called upon. 

W. M. -How do you demon
ftrate the proof of your being a 
Mafon to others? 

Can.-By L.ns, t ... S, and the 
perfect points of my entrance. 

W. M.-Doyouferiouflypledge 
your word of honour as a man, 
and your fidelity as a MaCon, that 

F 
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you will fteadily perfevere through 
the ceremony of being pa{fed to 
the Second Degree? 

Can.-I do. 
W. M.-Doyoulikewifepledge 

yourfelf, under the penalty of your 
former obligation, that you will 
conceal what I {hall now impart 
to you with the fame ftria caution 
as the other fecrets in Mafonry ? 

Can.-I do. 
W. M.-Then I will entruft 

you with a teft of merit, which 
conliftsof a p ... sg ... pand p ... s w ... d, 
the p ... s g ... p is given by a diftina 
pre{fure of the .......... between the 
firft and fecond, etc. The p .... s 
w .... disS .... h, wh:chdenotesplenty, 
and is depiaed in a Fel1ow-Crafts 
Lodge by an ear of corn, near a 
f .. .1 of w ... r. You muft be careful 
to remember this w ... d, as without 
it you will not be able to gain ad
million into a Lodge in a Cuperior 
degree. PaCs S ... h. 
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i 11;t~1 

anfttleteD befote tbe ' <tran~ 

DiDates ate majfeD. 

_ HE Lodge is opened in 
the Second Degree, the 

, W. M. addrefTes the 
Lodge as before, [ay~ng the Third 
inftead of the Second. The Can
didate is placed before the W. M . 
by the S. D. 

W. M.-How were you pre
pared to be pafTed to the Second 
Degree? 

Can.-In a manner [omewhat 
fimilar to the former, [ave that in 
this Degree I was not h . . . .. . d 
w ...... d, mY ,I. .. t a ... m r ... t b ... t 
and k ... e were made b ... e, and my 
r ... t h ... l L.p L.d. 

w. M.-On what were 
admitted? 

Can.-The S ..... . e. 
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W. M.-What is as ...... e? 
Can. -An angle of 90 degrees, 

or the fourth part of a circle. 
W. M.-What are the peculiar 

ohjeCls of refearch in this Degree? 
Can.-The myfteries of nature 

and fcience. 
W. M.-As it is the hope of 

rewaro that fweetens labour, where 
did our ancient brethren go to 
receive their wages? 

Can.-Into the middle chamber 
of King Solomon's Temple. _ 

W. M.- How did they receive 
them? 

Can.-Without fcruple or diffi
dence. 

W. M.-Why in this particular 
manner? 

Can.-Without [cruple, well 
knowing they were entitled to re
ceive them, and without diffidence, 
from the great reliance they placed 
in the integrity of their employers 
in thofe days. 

W. M.-What were the names 
of thofe two pillars that ftood in 
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the porchway or entrance of King 
Solomon's Temple? 

Can.-That on the 1 ... twas 
called ...... , and that on the r ... t, 

W. M.-What are their fepa
rate and conjoint fignifications? 

Can.-The former denotes in 
f.. .h, the latter to eftabJilh, and 
when conjoined, ftability, for God 
faid, in my ftrength will I eftablilh 
this mine houfe to ftand firm for 
ever. 

END OF T}IE qUESTIONS 

FOR RAISI NG. 
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<lteremonp of 31nitiation. 

iiHE Brethren being af
fembled, the W. M. re

, quefts them to be clothed, 
after feeing that they are fo, he 
opens the Lodge in the Firft De
gree, the minutes of the previous 
Lodge or Lodges are put for 
confirmation (which m uft at all 
times be done in the Firft Degree 
and no other), when the W. M. 
is informed the Candidate is pre
pared, the Tyler makes the report, 
the I. G. advances to the J. W. 
and fays there is a report, the 
J .W. rifes and fays W. M. there 
is a report. 

W. M. - Br. J. W. You will 
inquire who wants admiffion. 

]. W. - Br. 1. G. See who 
wants admiffion. 

The I. G. opens the door, and 
alks the Tyler who he has there. 
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Tyler.-('l'o 1. G.) Mr. A. B., 
a poor candidate in a ftate of 
d ... k ... s, who has been well and 
worthily recommended, regularly 
propofed and approved of in open 
Lodge, now comes of his own free 
will and accord, likewife properly 
prepared, humbly foliciting to be 
admitted to the myfteries and pri
vileges of ancient Freemafonry. 

I. G.-('l'o 'l'.) How does he 
hope to obtain thofe privileges? 

T.-By the help of God, being 
free and of good report. 

I. G.-('l'o 'l'.) Let him wait 
while I make a report to the W. 
Mafter. 

The I. G. clores the door, ad
vances with the f... p and f... n, 
and fays to the W. M., Mr. A. B., 
etc. (fame report as the 'Tyler.) 

W. M.-('l'o 1. G.) how does 
he hope to obtain thofe privi
leges? 

I. G.-By the help of God, 
being free and of good report. 

W. M.-The tongue of good 
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report has already been heard in 
his favour, do you Br. I. G. vouch 
that he comes properl y prepared? 

I. G.-I do, W. M. (He has 
before feen he was. ) 

W. M.-Then let him be ad
mitted in due form. 

W. M. - Calls the Deacons, 
they go to the door, the ]. takes 
the right hand of the Candidate 
with his left, and after gently 
leading him to the left of the 
S. W., he applies the ...... to his 
I. .. t b ... t, he aiks him if he feels -
anything, after a reply in the 
affirmative, he raifes his hand 
above his own head, to fhow the 
W. M. that he has fo applied it. 

W. M.-(:ro Can.) Mr. A. B., 
as no perfon can be made a Mafon 
unlefs he is a free man and of 
mature age, I demand to know if 
you are free and of the full age of 
twenty-one years? 

Can.-I am. 
W. M. - ('70 Can. ) Thus 

affured, you will k .. .l while the 

G 
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bleffing of heaven is invoked 
aid of our proceedings. 

Prayer. 
Vouchfafe thine aid, Almighty 

Father and Supreme Ruler of the 
U niverfe, to our prefent conven
tion, and grant that this candidate 
for Freemafonry may fo dedicate 
and devote his life to Thy fervice 
as to become a true and faithful 
brother among us. Endue him 
with a competency of Thy Divine 
Wifdom, that affifred by the fecrets 
of our Mafonic art, he may be , ........ / .... '" 
the better enabled to difplay the 
beauties of true godlinefs to the 
honour and glory of thy Holy 
name. 

P. M. so MOTE IT BE. 

W. M.-(ro Can.) In all cafes 
of difficulty and danger, in whom 
do you put your trufr ? 

Can.-In God. 
W. M.-Right glad am I to 

find your faith fo well founded, 

Digitized by Google 



of Croft MaJonry. 

relying on fuch fure fupport, you 
may fafely arife and follow your 
leader with a firm but humble 
confidence, for where the name of 
God is invoked, we truft no dan
ger can enfue. 

W. M.-The Brethren from 
the N. E. S. and W. will take 
notice that Mr. A. B. is now about 
to pafs in view before them, to 
fhow that he is a candidate pro
perly prepared to be made a 
Mafon . 

('I'he S. D. rifumes his feat.) 
The ]. D. takes him by the 

right hand and gently leads him 
up the N. paft the W. M. and 
round to the]. W. tlnd with the 
Candidate's r ... t h ... d ftrikes the 
]. W. three times on the r ... t 

~~I ihoulder. 
]. W.-('I'o J. D.) 

have you there? 
]. D.-Mr. A. B. a poor, etc. 

(fame report as at the door). 
]. W.-How does he hope to 

obtain thefe privileges? 
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J. D.-By the help of God, 
being free and of good report. 

The J. W. (rifes) takes the 
r ... t h ... d of the Can. and fays, 
Pafs free born and of good report. 

The J. D. takes him to the 
r ... t of the S. W. who pa{fes him 
through the fame examination, he 
is then delivered to the other fide 
of the S. W. and his r ... t h ... d 
placed in the S. W.'s left. -

S. W.-Rifes (with the f. .. n) 
and fays, W. M. I prefent to you "'''':=;.0''''' 
Mr. A. B., a Candidate properly 
prepared to be made a Mafon. 

W. M.-Br. S. W., your pre-. 
fentation {hall be attended to, for 
which purpofe I will addrefs a few 
queftions to the Candidate, which 
I truft he will anfwer with can~ 
dour. 

W. M.- ('['0 Can.) Do you 
ferioufly declare on your honour, 
that unbiafed by the improper 
folicitation of friends againft your 
own inclination, and uninfluenced 
by mercenary or any other un-

~=========~== 
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worthy motive, you freely and 
voluntarily offer yourfelf as a Can
didate for the myfteries and privi
leges of Ancient Freemafonry ? 

Can.-I do. 
W. M.- Doyoulikewife pledge 

yourfelf that you are prompted to 
folicit thofe privileges from a 
favourable opinion preconceived 
of the Inftitution, a general deftre 
of knowledge, and a lincere wilh 
to render yourfelf more exten
lively ferviceable to your fellow 
creatures? 

Can.-I do. 
W. M.-Do you further feri

oully declare upon your honour, 
that, a voiding fear on the one hand, 
and ralhnefs on the other, you will 
fteadily perfevere through the cere
mony of your Initiation, and, if 
admitted, will afterwards act and 
abide by the ancient ufages and 
eftablilhed cuftoms of the order. 

Can.-I will. 
W. M.-Br. S. W., you will 

direct the J. D. to inftruct the 
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Candidate to advance to the Eaft 
by the proper f. .. s. 

S. W.-Br. J. D., it is the W. 
Maller's command that you in
ftruCl: the Candidate to advance to 
the Pedeftal in due form. 

The J. D. ftates to the Candi
date that the method of advancing 
from W. to E. is by three irregular 
f.. .s, and after leading him about 
a yard from the W. M., he firft 
directs him to take a fhort pace 
of about 15 in. with his I. .. t f...t 
bringing his r ... t h .. .l into the 
hollow thereof, one about 12. in., 
and another about 9 in., the J. D. 
taking care that he is within fuch 
a convenient diftance of the Pedef
tal, fo as to be enabled to k ... l 
before it without any other mov
ing of the feet. 

W. M.-('T'o Can.) Mr. A. B., 
it is my duty to inform you that 
Mafonry is free, and requires a 
perfect freedom of inclination in 
every Candidate for its myfteries; 
it is founded on the pureft prin-
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ciples of piety and virtue, it pof
feifes many great and invaluabJe 
privileges; but in order to fecure 
thofe privileges to worthy men, 
and we truft to worthy men alone, 
vows of fidelity are required; but 
let me aifure you thofe vows are 
not incompatible with your moral, 
civil, or religious duties; are you, 
therefore, willing to take a great 
and folemn obligation, founded on 
the principles I have already ftated, 
to keep inviolate the fecrets and 
myfteries of our order? 

Can.-I am. 
W. M.-Then you will k . . .l 

~m your 1... t k ... e, place your r ... t 
f ... t in form of a f...e, give me 
your r ... t h ... d, and I will place it 
on this book, which is the vol. of 
the Sacred Law, ftate your feveral 
names at length, and repeat after 
me. 

('['he W. M and Wardens give 
one knock, the Brethren rife and place 
the r ... t h ... d on the I .. . t b ... t.) 
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Obligation. 

I~ A. B., in the prefence of the 
Great ArchiteCt of the U niverfe, 
and this worthy and worfhipful 
Lodge of ancient, free, and ac
cepted Mafons, regularly affem
bled and properly dedicated, of my 
own free will-and accord, do hereby 
and hereon moG: folemnly and fin
cerely fwear, that I will always hele, 
conceal, and never reveal any part 
or parts, poitit or points, of the 
fecrets or myfieries of or belonging 
to ancient Freemafonry, which 
may heretofore have been known 
by, {hall now, or may at any time 
be communicated to me, unlefs it 
be to a true and lawful brother or 
brethren, and not even unto him 
or them until after a due trial, 
firiCt examination, or fure informa
tion that he or they are worthy of 
that confidence, or in the body of 
a Lodge,jufi, perfeCt, and regular. 
I further folemnly promife that I 
will not write thofe fecrets, indite, 
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carve, mark, or engrave, or other
wife them delineate, or caufe or 
fuffer the fame to be fo done by 
others, if in my power to prevent 
it, on anything moveable or im
moveable under the canopy of 
Heaven, whereby or whereon, any 
letter, character, or figure, or the 
leaft trace of a letter, character, 
or figure, may become legible or 
intelligible to anyone in the world, 
fo that our hidden art and fecret 
myfteries' may improperly become 
known through my unworthinefs. 
Thefe feveral points I folemnly 
fwear to obferve, without evafion, 
equivocation, or mental refervation 
of any kind, under no lefs penalty 
on the violation of either of them, 
than that of having, etc., or the 
more effective punifhmentofbeing 
branded as a wilfully perjured indi. 
vidual, void of all moral worth, and 
totally unfit to be received into this 
worfhipful Lodge, or any other 
warranted Lodge, or fociety of 
men who prize honour and virtue 

H 
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above the external advantages of 
rank Imd fortune, fo help me God, 
and keep me fteadfaft in this my 
great and folemn obligation, being 
that of an E. A. Freemafon. 

W. M.-What you have re
peated may be confidered as a 
ferious promife, as a pledge of your 
fidelity; and to render it binding 
as a folemn obligation, I call on 
you to falute once with your lips 
the vol. of the Sacred law. 

W. M.-Ha~ing been kept a 
confiderable time in a ftate of 
d ... k .. :s, what in your prefent po
fition is the predominant with of 
your heart? 

Can.-L .. t. 
W. M.-('T'o J. D.) Let that 

bleffing be reftored to our Br. 
('I'he Brethren raiJe their hands 

above their heads, the W. M. utters 
the w ... s one, two, three, at the lafl 
w ... d they jimultaneoufly bring them 
down andjlrike the thigh; the J. D. 
at this moment rejlores the I ... t.) 

W . M.-Having been reftored 
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to the bleffing of material I ... t, let 
me direCl: your attention to what 
we efteem the three great though 
emblematical lights in Freema
[onry, namel y, the vol. of the 
Sacred Law, the Square, and Com
paffes; the Sacred Writings are 
to rule and govern our faith, the 
Square to regulate our aCl:ions, and 
the Compafies to keep us within 
due bounds with all mankind, par
ticularly with our brethren in Free
mafonry. 

W. M.-Takes the Candidate 
by the right hand and fays, Rife, 
newly obligated brother among 
Mafons. 

W. M.-You are now enabled 
to difcover the three leffer lights, 
they are fituated E. S. and W., and 
are meant to reprefent the Sun, 
Moon, and Mafter of the Lodge; 
the Sun to rule the 'day, the Moon 
to govern the night, and the M. 
to rule and direCl: his Lodge. 

W. M.-By your meek and 
candid behaviour this evening, you 
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have efcaped two great dangers, 
but there is a third which will await 
you till the lateft period of your 
exiftence. The dangers you have 
already efcaped are thofeoff. .. b . .. g 
and f. .. g, for at your entrance into 
the Lodge, this p .... n ... d was pre
fented to your naked l. .. t b ... t, 

, fo that had you ralhly attempted 
~-,."" to rulh forward, you would have 

been acceifory to your own death 
by f...b ... g; not fo the Brother 
who held it, as he would have re
mained firm, and only done his 
duty. There was likewife this 
C ... e t ... W with a running noofe 
about your neck, which would have 
'rendered any attempt to retreat 
equally fatal; butthedangerwhich 
will await you until your lateft hour 
is the penalty of your obligation~ 
wherein you {wore that as a man 
of honour and a Mafon, you would 
{ooner have your, etc. 

W. M. --Having taken the 
great and folemn obligation of an 
E. A. Freemafon, I am now per-
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mitted to inform you that there are 
feveral degrees in Freemafonry, 

. with peculiar f. .. ns reftriCl:ed to 
each; thefe, however, are not com
municated indifcriminately, but are 
conferred on candidates according 
to merit and abilities, I {hall there-

. fore proceed to inftrua: you with 
the f.. .ns of this Degree, or thofe 
marks by which Mafons are known 
to each other, and are diftingui{hed 
from the reft of the world, but 
muft firft premife for your general 
obfervation that all f. .. ns 1 ... sand 
perpendicuhrrs, are true and proper 
f.l .. ns to know a Maron by; you 
are therefore expeCl:ed to ftand 
perfeCtly ereCt, with your feet in 
form of a f ... e; your body being 
confidered an emblem of your 
mind, and your feet of the reCtitude 
of your aCtions. 

W. M.-Y ou will now take a 
{hort pace with your I... t f ... t 
bringing the r ... t h ... l into the 
hollow; this is called the firft 
regular f. .. p in Freemafonry, and 
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it is in this pofition the ( .. ns of 
this Degree are communicated: 
they confift of a f...n t ... n and 
w ... d; the C .. n is given by placing 
the hand, etc.; the t ... n is givell1 
this demands a w. .. d which is 
highly prized amongft Mafons, as 
a guard to their privileges, too 
much caution therefore cannot be 
obferved in communicating it; it 
muft never be given in full, but 
always either by l...t ... sorf...b ... s, 
to enable you to do which I muft 
firft tell you what the w ... d is, 
it is ... , as in the courfe of the 
ceremony you will be called on 
for this w ... d, the J. D. will-now 
d~Cl:ate the anfwers you are to 
gIve. 

W. M.-Gives the i ... p and 
aiks what is this? 

Can.-The g ... p or t ... n of 
an E. A. Freemafon. 

W. M.-What does it demand? 
Can.-Aw ... d. 
W. M.-Give me that w ... d. 
Can.-At my initiation I was 
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taught to be cautious, but with you 
I will either I...r or h ... e it. 

W.M.-Which you pleafe, and 
begin. 

('Ihe examination is gone through.) 

W. M.-This w .. . d is derived 
from the I. .. t h ... d p ... I. .. r at the 
p ... h ... yor e ... t ... e to King Solo-
mon's Temple, fa named after 
. . . .. . the great grandfather of 
David, a Prince and ruler in Ifrael, 
and the import of the w ... d is 
in ...... I 

W. M.-Takes the Can. by 
the hand, and fays pafs ...... 

The J. D. takes him to the 
J. W. and fays, I prefent to you 
Br. A. B. on his initiation. 

J. W. - ('To Can.) You will 
advance to me as a Mafon. 

The J. D. inftructs him to ad
vance. 

J. W.-Do you bring anything 
eIfe with you? 

Can.-I do. (Gtves the J ... n.) 
J. W.-What is that? 
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Can.-The fign of an E. A. 
Freemafon. 

J. W.-Have you anything to 
communicate? (Rifes.) 

Can.-I have. (Givestheg ... p.) 
J. W.-'What is this? 
Can.-The g ... p or t ... n of an 

E. A. Freemafon. 
J. W.-What does it demand? 
Can.-A w ... d. 
J. W.-Give me that w ... d. 
Can.-At my initiation I was 

taught to be cautious, but with 
you I will either l. .. r or h ... e it. 

J. W.-Which you pleafe, and 
begin. 

('I'he w ... d is given, the fame 
ceremony is made with the S. w., 
but the Can. explains thej ... nw ... d, 
etc.; he is then taken to the other 
/ide, and his r ... t h ... dplacedin the 
I ... t oj the S. W.) 

S. W. (rifes, gives the j ... n and 
fays), W. M., I prefenttoyou Br. 
A. B. on his initiation, for fome 
mark of your favour. 

W. M.-Br. S. W., I delegate 
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you to inveft our Brother with the 
diftinguilhing b ... e of a MaCon. 

S. W.-(Cfo Can.) By the W. 
Mafter's command, I inveft you 
with the difiinguilhing badge of a 
MaCon. It is more ancient than 
the Golden Fleece, or Roman 
Eagle, more honourable than the 
Order of the Garter, or any other 
order in exifience, it being the 
badge of innocence, and the bond 
of friendlhip, and I firongly exhort 
you ever to wear and confider it as 
[uch, and I further inform you if 
you never diCgrace that badge, it 
will never diCgrace you. 

(Cfhe J. D. now turns the face of 
the Can. towards the W. M., who 
delivers to him the following) 

AddreJs· 
W. M.-I mufi add totheobfer

vations of the S. W. that you are 
never to put on that badge, lhould 
you be about to vifit a Lodge 
where there is a brother with whom 

~;~I you are at variance, or againfi 

~~~~3 
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whom you entertain any animofity; 
in fuch cafes, it is expeCl:ed you will 
invite him to withdraw, in order 
that you may fettle your differences 
amicably, which if happily effected, 
you may then clothe yourfelves, 
enterthe Lodge, andworkwith that 
love and harmony which fhould at 
all times characterife Freemafons. 
But if your differences are of fuch 
a nature as not to be fo eafily ad
jufled, it were better that one or 
both of you retire, rather than the 
harmony of the Lodge fhould be 
diflurbed by your prefence. 

('I'he W. M. 'direfts the]. D. to 
place the Can. at the N. E. part oj 
the Lodge, and while there he gives 
tlie following addrifs). 
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atJtJtefs. 

W.M. 
Tis cuftomary at the erec

tion of all ft~tel y and f u
perb edifices, to lay the 
firft or foundation ftone 

at the N. E. corner of the building; 
you being newly initiated into Ma
Conry, are placed at the N. E. part 
of the Lodge figuratively to repre
fent that frone, and from the foun
dation laid this evening, may you 
raiCe a fuperftructure perfect in all 
its parts and honourable to th e 
builder; you now ftand to all ex
ternal appearance a juft and upright 
man and MaCon, and I give it you 
in terms of ftrong recommendation 
ever to continue and act as Cuch ; 
indeed, I {hall im mediately proceed 
in Come meafure to put your prin
ciples to the teft, by calling on you 
to exercife that virtue, which may 
juftly be denominated the diftin-

I~I 
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guiihingcharaCl:erof a Freemafon's 
heart, I mean Charity. I truft I 
need not here dilate on its excel
lence, doubtlefs it has often been 
felt and praCl:ifed by you; fuffice 
it to fay, that it has the approba- , 
tion of heaven and earth and, like 
its lifter Mercy, blelfes him who 
gives, as well as him who receives. 
In a fociety fo widely extended 
as that of Freemafonry, whofe 
branches are fpread over the four 
quarters of the globe, it cannot be 
denied that we have many brethren 
of rank and opulence amongft us; 
neither can it be concealed that 
among the thoufands who range 
under its banners, there are many 
who, perhaps from circumftances 
of unforefeen misfortune and cala
mity, are reduced to the loweft 
ftate of poverty and diftrefs. In 
their behalf it has been our ufual 
cuftom to awaken the feelings of 
every newly-made Brother by mak
ing fuch a claim on his charity as 
his circumftances in life may fairly 
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warrant; anything therefo re you 
may feel difpofed to give, you will 
depofit with the J. D., it will be 
thankfully received and faithfulIy 
applied. 

(The J. D. appeals to the Can. 
who fiates he has been deprived of 
his money, etc. The J. D. then 
aJks if he would give were it in his 
power, to which the Can. replies in 
the affirmative, the J. D . reports 
the/ame to the W. M.) 

W. M.-(To 9an.) 1 congratll 
late you on the honourable fen ti
ments by which you are actuated, 
likewife on the inability which pre
cludes you from gratifying them ; 
believe me, this trial was not made 
to fport with your feelings, far be 
from us any fuch intentions; it was 
done for three efpecial reafons, firf! 
to put your principles to the tef!, 
fecondly to evince to the brethren 
that you had neither ......... nor 
m ... t . .. 1 fubf!ance about you, for 
if you had, the ceremony of your 
initiation thus far muf! have been 
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repeated, and thirdly, as a warning 
to your own heart, that fhould 
you at any future time meet a dif
treffed brother who might claim 
your afiifi:ance, you would think 
of that peculiar moment when you 
were admitted into Mafonry poor 
and p ... y ... s, and cheerfull y em
brace the opportunity of pract:iling 
towards him that virtue you now 
profefs to admire. 

(The J. D. places the Can. in 
front of the W. M .) 

W. M.-I now prefent to you 
the working tools of an E. A. Free
mafon, which are the 24-in. Gauge, 
the common Gavil, and Chifel. 
The 24··in. Gauge is to meafure our 
work, the common Gavil is to 
knock off all fuperfluous 'knobs 
and excrefcences, and the Chifel is 
to further fmooth and prepare the 
fi:one, and render it fit for the hands 
of the more expert craftfman. But 
as we are not all operative, but 
rather free and accepted, or fpecu
lative Mafons, we apply thefe tools 
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to our morals, in this fenfe, the 24-
in. Gauge reprefents the 24 hours 
of the day, part to be fpent in 
prayer to Almighty God, part in 
labour and refrefhment, and part to 
ferve a friend or brother in time of 
need, that not being detrimental 
to ourfelves or connections. The 
common Gavil reprefents the force 
of confcience, which fhould keep 
down all vain and unbecoming 
thoughts, which might obtrude 
during any of the before men
tioned periods, fo that our words 
and actions may afcend to the 
throne of grace, pure and unpol
luted. The Chifel points out to 
us the advantages of education, by 
which means alone we are rendered 
fit members for regularly organifed 
fociety. 

W. M.-As in the courfe of the 
evening you will be called on for 
certain fees for your initiation, it 
is but fair you fhould know by 
what authority we act. This is 
our charter or warrant of Confiitu-
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tion (opens and JllCWS it) from the 
Grand Lodge of England, which 
is for your infpection on this or any 
future Lodge evening, this is our 
Book of Conftitutions, and thefe 
are our Bye-laws (exhibits the for
mer and gives a copy of tlte latter), 
both of which I recommend to 
your ferious perufal, as by the one 
you will be taught the duties you 
owe to the craft in general, and by 
the other, thofe you owe to this 
Lodge in particuhr. You are now 
at liberty to retire, in order to re
ftore yourfelf to yourperfonal com
forts, and on your return to the 
Lodge, I !hall direct your attention 
to a charge, founded on the excel
lence of our inftitution, and the 
qualification of its members, if ti me 
will permit. 

END OF THE CEREMONY OF 
INITIATION. 
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®rplanation of tbe Jritfi 

~tacing 1I3oarO. 

~HE ufages and cull:oms 
among Mafons have ever 
correfponded with thofe 
of the ancient Egyptians, 

to which they bear a near affinity; 
thefe philofophers being unwilling 
to expofe their myll:eries to vulgar 
eyes, concealed their particular 
tenets and principles of polity and 
philofophy under certain hiero
glyphical figures, and exprelfed 

1II.,f/,""~"' _ their notions of government by 
f. .. ns and fymbols, which they 
communicated to their Magi alone, 
and they were bound by oath never 
to reveal them. Pythagoras feems 
to have ell:ablilhed his fyll:em on a 
fimilar plan, and many other orders 
of a more recent date have copied 
their example. Mafonry, however, 
is not only the moll: ancient, but 

~ 
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the moft moral Inftitution that ever 
exifted, as every character, figure, 
and emblem depicted in the Lodge 
has a moral tendency, and ferves to 
inculcate the practice of virtue in 
all its genuine profeffors. Let me 
firft direct your attention to the 
form of the Lodge, which is an 
oblong f. .. e, in length from E. to 
W., in breadth between N. and S., 
its depth from the furface of the 
earth to its centre, and even as high 
as the heavens. A Mafonic Lodge 
is of this vaft extent, to thow the 
univerfality of the fcience, likewife 
that a Mafon's charity thould know 
no bounds fave that of prudence. 

Our Lodges ftand on holy 
ground, on account of three grand 
offerings thereon made, which met 
with Divine approbation, (conjult 
4th Semon of the Leflure,) and are 
fituated due E. and W., becaufe all 
places of Divine wodhip, as well 
as Mafons' regularly well-formed 
conftituted Lodges are, or ought to 
be, fo fituated; for which we, as 
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Mafons, affign three reafons: 1ft, 
the Sun, the Glory of the Lord, 
rifes in the E. and fets in the W. ; 
2nd, Learning originated in theE., 
and from thence fpread its benign 
influence to the W.; there is like
wife a third, laft, and grand reafon, 
which is too long to be entered 
upon now, but which in the courfe 
of the LeCtures you will have 
many opportunities of hearing. 
Our Lodges are fupported by three 
great pillars, which are Wifdom, 
Strength, and Beauty; Wifdom 
to contrive, Strength to fupport, 
and Beauty to adorn; Wifdom 
to conduCt us in all our under
takings, Strength to fupport us 
under all our difficulties, and 
Beauty to adorn the inward man. 
(Confult 4th Seflion of Leflure.) 
Solomon, King of Ifrael, for his 
Wifdomin building and dedicating 
the Temple at Jerufalem to God's 
fervice; Hiram, King of Tyre, 
for his Strength in fupporting 
him with men and materials; and 

Digitized by Google 



'J'he PerfiB Ceremonies 

Hiram Abiff, for his curious and 
mafterly workmanfhip in beauti
fying and adorning the fame. But 
as we have no noble orders 1n 
Architetlure known by the names 
ofWifdom, Strength, and Beauty, 
we refer them to the three moft 
celebrated, which are the Doric, 
Ionic, and Corinthian. The cover
ing of a Maronic Lodge is a 
celeftial canopy of divers colours, 
even the heavens. We hope to 
arrive at the fum mit by the affift
ance of a ladder, in Scripture called 
Jacob's ladder. (ConJttlt 4th Sec
tion of Leflure.) This ladder has 
many ftaves or rounds, but there 
are three principal ones, namely, 
Faith, Hope and Charity; Faith 
in the Great Architetl of the U ni
verfe, Hope in falvation, and to be 
in Charity with all men. (Co1!fult 
4th Seflion of Lefture.) This lad
der refts on the vol. of the Sacred 
Law, becaufe by the dotlrines con
tained in that Holy Book, we are 
taught to believe in the wife dif-
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penfations of Divine Providence, 
which belief ll:rengthens pur faith, 
and enables us to afcend the firll: 
ll:ep; this faith naturally creates 
in us a hope of becoming partakers 
of fome of the bleffed promifes 
therein contained, which hope en
ables us to afcend the fecond ll:ep, 
but thethirdand I all: being Charity , 
comprehends the whole, and the 
Mafon who is in polfeffion of this 
virtue in its moll: ample fenfe, may 
be jull:ly deemed to have arrived 
at the fummit of Mafonry; figu
ratively fpeaking, an ethereal man
hon, veiled from mortal eyes by 
the ll:arry firmament, emblemati
cally depicted in our Lodges by 
feven ll:ars, which have an alluhon 
to as many regularly made Mafons, 
without which number no Lodge 
is perfect, neither can any candi
date be legally initiated therein. 
The interior of the Lodge is com
pofed of Ornaments, Furniture, 
and Jewels; the ornaments are the 
Mofaic pavement, the hlazing ll:ar, 
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and the indented or tefrelated bor
der; the Mofaic pavement is the 
beautiful flooring of the Lodge, 
the blazing ilar is the glory in the 
centre and the indented or tefre
lated border is the ikirtwork round 
the fame. (Confult 5th Seflion of 
Leflure.) The furniture of the 
Lodge are the vol ume of the Sacred 
Law, the Compafres, and Square; 
the Sacred Writings are to rule 
and govern our faith, and on them 
we 0 ... i ... e our candidates for 
Freemafonry, fo are the Compafres 
and Square when united, to regu
late our lives and aCtions. 

The Sacred Writings are de
rived from God to man in gene
ral, the Compaifes belong to the 
Grand Mailer in particular, and 
the Square to the whole craft. 
The volume of the Sacred Law i~ 
derived from God to man in gene
ral, becaufe the Almighty has been 
pleafed to reveal more of his Di· 
vine will in that Holy Book than 
he has by any other' means; the 
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Compalfes belong to the Grand 
Mailer, becaufe that being the 
chief inilrument made ufe of in 
the formation of all architedural 
plans and defigns, is appropriated 
to the Grand Mailer in particu
lar, as an emblem of his dignity, 
he being the chief head and ruler 
of the craft; and the craft being 
O .. .i ... d within the S ... e, are con
fequently bound to ad thereon. 

The movable Jewels are the 
Square, Level, and Plumb Rule. 
The Square is to try and adjuil all 
rectangular corners of buildings, 
and affiil in bringing rude matter 
in due form; the Level to lay 
levels and prove horizontals; and 
the Plumb Rule to try and adjuil 
all uprights while fixing on their 
proper bafis. They have likewife 
a moral tendency (conjult yh Jec
tion of Letlure). They are called 
movable Jewels, becaufe they are 
worn by the Mailer and his War
dens, and are transferable to their 
fuccelfors on nights of Inilalla-
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tion. The immovable Jewels are 
the Tracing Board, the Rough and 
PerfeB: Afhlars. The Tracing 
Board is for the Mafter to lay lines 
and draw defigns on; the Rough 
Afhlar is for the E. A. to work, 
mark, and indent on ; and the Per
feB: Afhlar is for the more expert 
workman to try and adjuft his 
Jewels on. (ConJult sthJeflionoJ 
the L eflure.) They are called im
movable Jewels, becaufe they lie 
open in the Lodge for the Breth· 
ren to moralize on. 

In all regular well formed COI1-
ftituted Lodges, there is a point 
within a c ...... e round which a 
Mafon cannot err; this c ...... e is 
bounded between North and South 
by two grand parallel lines, the one 
reprefenting Mofes, the other King 
Solomon; on the upper part of the 
c ...... e refts the volume of the 
Sacred Law, which contains the 
Jaws of the prophets and fupports 
Jacob's ladder; and were we as 
cOllverfant with that holy book, 
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and as adherent to the doctrines 
therein contained, as thofe two 
grand parallels, it would bring us 
to Him who will not deceive us, 
neither will he fuffer deception. 
In traverfing this c ...... e, we mufr 
of neceffity touch on both thofe 
parallel lines, as well as the vo
lume of the Sacred Law; and 
while a Mafon keeps himfelf thus 
circumfcribed, it is impoffible he 
can err. 

Lewis denotes ftrength, and is 
here depicted by certain pieces of 
metal dovetailed into a frone, 
which forms a cramp, and enables 
the operative Mafon to raife great 
weights to certain heights, while 
fixing them on their proper bafts, 
without which convenience he 
could not fo eafily do. Lewis 
likewife denotes the fon of a Ma
fon, whofe duty it is to bear the 
burden and heat of the day, which 
his parents, by reafon of their great 
age, ought to be exempt from; to 
affifr them in time of need, fo as to 
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render the clore of their days happy 
and comfortable; he has the pri vi
lege, for fodoing, to be madea Ma
[on, before any other perfon, how
ever dignified. 

Pendant to the four corners 
are four tarrels, which repre[ent 
the four cardinal virtues, namely, 
Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence 
and J ufl:ice. The difl:inguilhing 
charac1:erifl:ics of every free and AC

cepted Ma[on,are Virtue,Honour, 
and Mercy, the whole of which, 
tradition informs us, were practifed 
in an eminent degree by our ancient 
brethren. 

END OF THE FIRST TRACING 

BOARD. 
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Qrbatge aftet tbe 31nitiation. 

w. M. (To Can.) 

I.I~ A VING pa{fed through 
the ceremony of your 
initiation, allow me to 
congratulate you on 

being admitted a member of our 
ancient and honourable Society; 
ancient no doubt it is, having fub
fifted from time immemorial, and 
honourable it muft be acknow
ledged to be, as by a natural ten
dency it conduces to make all 
thofe fo who are obedient to its 
precepts; indeed, no inftitution 
can boaft a more folid foundation 
than that on which Freemafonry 
refts, the practice of every moral 
and focial virtue, and to fo high 
an eminence has its credit been 
advanced, that in every age mo
narchs themfelves have been pro
moters of the art, and have not 
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thought it derogatory to their 
dignity to exchange the Sceptre 
for the Trowel, have patronifed 
our myf!:eries, and even joined in 
our affemblies. 

As a Freemafon, I would tirf!: 
recommend to your mof!: ferious 
contemplation the volume of the 
Sacred law, charging you to con
fider it as the unerring f!:andard 
of truth and juftice, to regulate 
your actions by the Divine pre
cepts it contains, therein you will 
be taught the important duties 
you owe to God, your neighbour, 
and to yourfelf. To God, by 
never mentioning His name but 
with that awe and reverence which 
are due from the creature to his 
Creator, by imploring His aid in 
all your lawful undertakings, and 
by looking up to Him on every 
emergency for comfort and fup
port. 

To your neighbour, by acting 
with him on the fquare, by ren
dering him every kind office which 
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juftice or mercy may require, by 
relieving his neceffities and footh
ing his afflictions, and by doing 
unto him, as in fimilar cafes you 
would willi he would do unto you. 

And to yourfelf, by fuch a pru
dent and well regulated courfe of 
difcipline as may beft conduce to 
the prefervation of your corporeal 
and mental faculties in their full eft 
energy, thereby enabling you to 
exercife thofe talents wherewith 
God has bleifed you, as well to 
His Glory as the welfare of your 
fellow-creatures. 

As a citizen of the world, I am 
next to enjoin you to be ex
emplary in the difcharge of your 
civil duties, by never propoling, 
or at all countenancing, any aCl: 
which may have a tendency to 
fubvert the peace and good order 
of fociety, by paying due obedi
ence to the laws of any ftate which 
may for a time become the place 
of your relidence, or afford you its 
protection; and above alll.. by 
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never Iofing fight of the allegiance 
due to the fovereign of your native 
land; ever remembering that nature 
has implanted in your breaft a 
facred and indilfoluble attachment 
towards that country whence you 
derived your birth . and infant 
nurture. 

As an individual, I would fur
ther recom mend the practice of 
every domeftic as well as .public 
virtue. Let Prudence direct you, 
Temperance chaften you, Forti
tude fupport you, and Juftice be 
the guide of all your actions. Be 
efpecially careful to maintain in 
their fulleft fplendour, thofe truly 
Mafonic ornaments w.hich have 
been fo amply illuftrated, namely, 
Benevolence and Charity. 

Still, however, as a Freemafon, 
there are other excellencies of cha
racter to which your attention may 
be peculiarly and forcibly directed; 
amongft the foremoft of there are 
Secrecy, Fidelity, and Obedience; 
Secrecy confifls in an inviolable 
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adherence to the 0 ... i ... n you 
have entered into, never impro
perly to difclofe any of thofe ·Ma
fonic fecrets which have now been, 
or may at any future time be, en
trulled to your keeping, and 
cautioufly to avoid all occafions 
which may inadvertently lead you 
fo to do. 

Your Fidelity mull be exempli
fied by a clofe conformity to the 
conllitutions of the fraternity, by 
adhering to the ancient landmarks 
of the Order, by never attempting 
to extort, or otherwife unduly ob
tain, the fecrets of a fuperior de
gree, and by refraining to recom

. mend anyone to a participation of 
1I..IiII-.."" I our fecrets, unlefs you have llrong 

grounds to believe that by a fimi
lar fidelity he will ultimately re
flea: honour on our choice. So 
mull your obedience be proved by 
a llria: obfervance of our laws and 
regulations, by a prompt attention 
to all f. .. s and fummon[es, by 
modell and correct demeanour 
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while in the Lodge, by abftaining 
from every topic of religious or 
political difcullion, and by a ready 
acquiefcence in all votes and re
folutions duly paired by a majority 
of the brethren, by a perfect fub
million to the will of the W. 
Maller and his Wardens, while 
acting in the difcharge of their re
fpective offices. 

And as a laft general recom
mendation for your conduct, let 
me exhort you to dedicate yonrfelf 
to fuch purfuits as may enable you 
to become refpectable in life, ufeful 
to mankind, and an ornament to 
the fociety of which you have this 
day become a member. That you 
will more efpecially ftudy fuch of 
the liberal arts and fciences as may 
lie within the compafs of your at
tainment, and without neglecting 
the ordinary duties of your ftation, 
you will feel yourfelf called on to 
make a daily advancement in Ma
fonic knowledge. 

From the very commendable 

~ 
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attention you appear to have given 
to this charge, I am led to hope 
that you will duly appreciate the 
value of Freema(onry, and imprint 
indelibly on your heart, the facred 
diB:ates of Truth, of Honour, and 
of Virtue. 

END OF THE CHARGE. 

M 
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<Zreremonp of Waffing to tbe 
~econn IDegree. 

IjHE Lodge is open in the 
firft Degree, and the W. 
M. addreffes the breth

ren, (ftc pages from 3 I to 37 inclu
I~r.m;:'ljl five) . The Candidate retires to be 

prepared, and the Lodge is then 
opened in the fecond Degree. 
When the Candidate is ready, the 
Tyler gives the k ... s of the firft 
Degree, the I. G. ad vances to
wards the J. W. with the L.p and 
L .n, and fays, There is a report; 
the J. W. rifes, gives one k ... k. 
(no J. .. n), and reports the fame to 
the W. M. 

W. M.-Br. J. W. you will 
inquire who wants admiffion. 

J. W.-Br. I. G. you will fee 
who wants admiffion. 

The 1. G. opens the door, and 
afks the Tyler who has been there. 



Tyler.-Br. A. B., who has 
been regularly initiated into Free
mafonry, and who has made fuch 
progrefs as he hopes will entitle 
him to be paired to the fecond 
Degree, for which ceremony he 
comes properly prepared. 

I. G.-How does he hope to 
obtain thofe privileges? 

Tyler.-By the help of God, 
the affiftance of the S ... e and the 
benefit of a p ... s w ... d. 

The Candidate gives the p ... s 
w ... d to the I. G., who dofes the 
door, and makes the fame report 
to the W. M. 

W. M.-We acknowledge the 
propriety of the aid by which he 
feeks it, do you Br. I. G. vouch 
that he is in poireffion of the p ... s 
w ... d? 

1. G.-I do, W. M. 
W. M. - Then let him be ad

mitted in due form. 
W. M.-Calls the Deacons, 

they go to the door, the S. takes 
the right hand of the Candidate 
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with his left, the J. D. on the 
other fide, they lead him gently to 
the left of the S. W. and the 
S. D. direCts him to advance as 
a Mafon, he then applies the ex
ternal angle of the f. .. e to his b ... t, 
and raifes it above his head, that 
the W. M. may fee he has done 
fo. 

W. M.-Let the candidate 
k .. .1 while the bleffing of Heaven 
is invoked in aid of ' our pro
ceedings. 

Prayer. 

We fupplicate the continuance 
of Thine aid, 0 merciful Lord, 
on behalf of ourfelves and him 
who k ... ls before Thee, may the 
work thus begun in Thy name, be 
continued to Thy Glory, and ever
more eflablifhed in us, by obe
dience to Thy Divine precepts. 

P. M. So mote it be. 

W. M.-Let the Can. rife. 
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The S. D. takes him by the right 
hand, and gently leads him once 
round the Lodge, as follows-he 
diretl:s him to falute the W. M. 
as a Mafon, he then advances to 
the J. W. as fuch, {howing the 
f...n and communicating the t ... n 
and w ... d. He then falutes the 
S. W., ftanding on his right fide, 
after which he is taken to the left. 

W. M.-The Brethren will take 
notice that Br. A. B., who has been 
regularly initiated into Mafonry, 
is now about to pars in view be
fore them, to {how that he is a 
Can. properly prepared to be 
pafTed to the Second Degree. 

The Can. is again led round, he 
falutes the W. M. and J. W. as a 
mafon, advances to the S. W. as 
fuch, he is told by the S. D. to 
{how the f...n and communicate 
the p ... s g ... p he received from 
the W. M. previous to leaving 
the Lodge. 

The S. D. takes him to .the 
other fide of the S. W '., who pre-
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fents him to the W. M. as follows 
- W. M. (rifes and gives the f .. n 
oj fidelity) I prefent to you Br. A. 
B. as a Can. properly prepared to 
be paffed to the Second Degree. 

W. M.-You will direct the 
S. D. to infiruct the Can. to ad
vance to the E. by the proper f. .. s. 

S. W. ('1'0 S. D.)-It is the 
W. Mafier's command that you 
infiruct the Can. to advance to the 
Pedefial in due form. 

W. M. ('1'0 Can.)-Br. A. B. 
as the f...s of each Degree are to 
be kept feparate and difiinct, 
another 0 .. . i ... n will be required 
of you, in many refpects fimilar to 
the former; have you any ob
jection to take it ? 

Can.-I have not. 
VlT. M.-Then you will k ... 1 

on your r ... t k ... e, place your 
r ... t h ... d on the vol. of the Sacred 
Law, while your l...t a ... m will 
be fupported on the S ... e, you 
will fiate your names at length, 
and repeat after me : 



Obligation. 
I, A. B., in the prefence of the 

Grand Geometrician of the U ni
verfe, and this worthy and worfuip
ful Lodge of Fellow-Craft Free
mafons, regularly held, affembled, 
and properly dedicated, of my own 
free will and accord, do hereby and 
hereon moll: folemnly fwear that 
I will always hele, conceal, and 
never reveal any of the f. .. ns and 
myll:eries of or belonging to the 
Second Degree of Freemafonry, 
denominated the F. Craft, to him 
who is only an E. A., any more 
than I would either of them to 
the uninitiated or popular world 
who are not Mafons; I further 
folemnly promife to aCt as a true 
and faithful craftfman, to anfwer 
f...ns,obey (ummon(es, and main-' 
tain the principles inculcated in 
the former degree; all thefe feve
ral points I folemnly fwear to ob
ferve without evafion, equivoca
tion, or mental refervation of any 
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kind, under the no leIs penalty, 
on the violation of any of them, 
than that of having my I ... t b ... t, 
etc. So help me Almighty God, 
and keep me fteadfaft in this my, 
etc. 

The S. D. removes the S ... e. 
W. M. (continues.) - As a 

pledge of your fidelity, and to 
render this a folemn 0 ... i ... n, 
equally binding with the former, 
I call on you to falute the vol. of 
the Sacred Law t ... e with your 
1.. .s. Your progrefs in Mafonry 
is marked by the pofition of the 
S ... e -and C ... L.s. When you 
were made an E. A. Freemafon, 
both p ... s were hid, in this degree 
one is difclofed, implying that you 
are now midway in Freemafonry, 
fuperior to an E. A., but inferior 
to that which will hereafter be 
communicated to you (takes him 
by the r ... t h ... d), rife newly 
0 ... i ... d Fellow Craft. Having 
taken the O .. .i ... n of a F. c., I 
fhall now proceed to entruft you 

N 
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with the f. .. ns of this degree, you 
will therefore advance to me as a 
Mafon (which he does), you will 
now take another lhort p ... e with 
your 1... t f... t and bring the r ... t 
h .. .! into the h ... w as before, that 
is the fecond regular f. .. p in Free
mafonry, and it is in this pofition 
the f. .. ns of this Degree are com
municated. They confift, as in the 
former inftance, of a f.. .n, t ... n, 
and w ... d, with this difference, 
that the f. .. n in this degree is 
three-fold. This is called the f...n 
of fidelity (gives it), em blematically 
to lhield the repofitory of your 
f.. .ns from the attacks of the in
fidious. This is the h .. .I ... g f...n 
or f. .. n of perfeverance (gives it) 
faid to be made ufe of by J ... a 
when fighting the battles of the 
Lord, in the valley of J eholhaphat. 
It was in this pofition he prayed 
fervently that the Almighty would 
continue the light of day, that he 
might complete the overthrow of 
his enemies i this is the p .. .l f...n '~""-"'l"'" 
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(gives it), which alludes to the 
p .. .l ... y of your O ... i ... n, that 
you would rather etc., than im
properly difclofe the f ... ns of this 
degree. The g ... p or t ... n is a 
diftinCl: prelfure, etc., this g ... p 
demands a w ... d, a w ... d that you 
are to obferve as much caution 
with as the one in the former de
gree, you are never to give it but 
by, etc.; it is called J ... n; as in 
the courfe of the ceremony you 
will be called on for this w ... d, the 
S. D. will now diCl:ate the anfwers 
you are to give. 

The examination is the fame as 
in the firft degree Vee p. 55), this 
word is derived from the r ... t 
hand p ... r at the p ... h ... y or en-
trance to K ... g S ... n's T ... e, fo 
named after J ... n, the affiftant 
High Prieft, who officiated at its 
dedication; the import of the 
w ... d is to e ... b ... h, and when 
conjoined to the one in the former 
Degree, denotes f. .. a ... y, for God 
faid in r:.. h will I eftablifh this 
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mine houfe to ftand firm for ever. 
(P aJs 'j ... n.) 

The S. W. takes the r ... t h ... d 
of the Can. rifes with the f. .. n, and 
fays, W. M. 1 prefent to you Br. 
A. B., on his being pa{[ed to the 
Second Degree, for fom~ further r. 

marks of your favour. 1l"lll1iIII::i0J1 

W. M .-1 delegate you to 
inveft our Br. with the diftin
guiihing b ... e of a F. C. Free
mafon. 

S. W. (to Can.)-By the W. 
Mafter's command, 1 inveft you 
with the diftinguiihing b ... e of a 
F. C. Freemafon, to mark the 
progrefs you have made in the 
fcience. 

W. M. (to Can.)-I muft ftate 
that the b ... e with which you 
have been invefted, points out 
to you that, as a Craftfman, you 
are expeCl:ed to make the liberal 
arts and fciences your future 
ftudy, that you may the better 
be enabled to difcharge your 
duty as a Mafon, and eftimate 
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the wonderful works of the Al
mighty. 

W. M. (to S. D.)-You will 
now place the Br. at the S. E. 
part of the Lodge. 

W. M. (to Can.)- Mafonry 
being a progreffive fcience, when 
you were made an E. A. Free
mafon you were placed at the 
N. E. part of the Lodge to {how 
that you were newly admitted, you 
are now placed at the S. E. part, to 
mark the progrefs you have made 
in the fcience; you now ftand, to 
all appearance, a juft and upright 
F. C. Freemafon, and I give it you 
in ftrong terms of recommenda
tion ever to continue and act as 
fuch, and as I truft the import of 
the former charge neither has been, 
or ever will be, effaced from your 
memory, I {hall content myfelf 
with obferving, that as you have 
had an opportunity of making 
yourfelf acquainted with the prin
ciples of moral truth and virtue, 

ij~~~y~OU~ are now expected to extend 
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your refearches into the more 
hidden myfteries of nature and 
fcience. 

W. M.-I now prefent you the 
working tools of a F. C. Free-
mafon, which are the S ... e, L .. .I, 
and P ... b ... e; the S ... e~s to try 
and adjuft reCiangular corners of 
buildings, and ailift in bringing 
rude matter into due form; the 
L. . .l is to lay l...Is and proye 
horizontals: and the P ... b ... e is 
to try and adjuft all uprights, while 
fixing them on their proper bafts. 
But as we are -not all operative, 
but free and accepted or fpecula
tive Mafons, we apply thefe tools 
to our morals, in this fenfe, the 
S ... e teaches morality, the L. . .1 
equality, and the P ... b ... e juftnefs 
and uprightnefs oflife and aCiions. 
Thus by f...e conduCi, 1...1 fteps, 
and upright intentions, we hope to 
afcend to thofe immortal manftons, 
from whence all goodnefs emanates. 
You are now at liberty to retire, 
in order to reftore yourfelf to your 
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per[onal comforts, and on your 
return into the Lodge, I {hall dired 
your attention to an explanation 
of the Tracing Board, if time will 
permit. 

END OF THE PASSING . 
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®rplanation of tbe ~econll 

«racing 16oarll. 

fiT the building of King 
_ Solomon's temple, a vaft 

number of Artificers 
were employed, confifting of E. A. 
and F. Crafts; the E. A. received 
their weekly allowance of Corn, 
Wine, and Oil; the F. C. received 
theirs in fpecie,and went to receive 
them in the middle chamber of 
King Solomon's temple; they got 
there by way of a porch, at the 
entrance of which their attention 
was particularly arrefl:ed by two 
great pillars, that on the 1. .. twas . 
called ...... whichdenotesS .... . . h, 
that on the r ...... t was called .... .. 
which denotes to eftablifh, and 
when conjoined f...a ... y, for God 

o 
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faid " In my f. .. h will I eftablifh 
this mine houfe to ftand firm for 
ever." Thofe pillars were 3 5 cubits 
high, in circumference 12, in dia
meter 4; they were formed hollow, 
the better to ferve as archives to 
Mafonry, for therein were depo
fited theirconftitutional rolls; their 
outer rim or thell was four inches 
or a hand's breadth, and made of 
molten or caft brafs; they were 
caft on the plains of the Jordan, 
in the clay grounds between Suc
coth and Zeredatha, where King 
Solomon ordered thofe and all his 
holy veffels to be caft. The fu
perintendent of the cafting of 
them was H ... m A ... ff the widow's 
fon of T ... e. They were adorned 
with two chapiters, 5 cubits each, 
and enriched with net work, 
lily work, and pomegranates; net 
work, from the connetl:ion of its 
melhes, denotes unity; lily work, 
from its whitenefs, peace; and 
pomegranates, from the exuber
ance of their feed, denote plenty. 
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were two rows of pome
granates on each chapiter, one 
hundred in a row, they were fur
thet adorned with two fpherical 
balls, on which were delineated 
maps of the celefiial and terrefirial 
globes, which point out to us 
Mafonry as being univerfal, and 
confide red finilhed when the net 
work or canopy was thrown over 
them. They were placed at en
trance of the Temple, as a memo
rial to the children of Ifrael of the 
happy deliverance of their fore
fathers from their Egyptian bond
age, and in commemoration of the 
pillars of fire and cloud; King 
Solomon ordered them to be placed 
at the entrance of the Temple, as 
the moll: proper and confpicuous 
part, that the children of Ifrael 
might have that happy event con
tinually before their eyes, in going 
to and returning from Divine wor
Ihip. After palling thofe two great 
pillars, they arrived at the foot of 
a winding fiaircafe, when their 

Digitized by Google 



afcent was oppofed by the ancient 
J. W., who demande,d of our 
brethren the p ... s w ... d of a F. C. 
S ... o ... h denotes plenty, and is 
depic1ed in a F. C. Lodge by an 
ear of c ... n near a fall of water I 

(conJult the 3rd ftction of the 2nd 
Lecture); after convincing him, 
he faid Pafs, S ... 0 ... h, he then 
pa£fed up the winding ftaircafe, 
conlifting of 3, 5, 7, or more 
f ... ps; 3 to rule a Lodge, 5 to 
hold a Lodge, 7 or more to make 
it perfeCt:; the 3 that rule a Lodge 
are the W. M. and his two War
dens; the 5 that hold a Lodge 
are the W. M., 2 wardens, and 
2 F. c.; the 7 that make it per
fect are 2 E. A. added to the 
former number. 3" rule a Lodge, 
becau[e at the building of King 
Solomon's Temple there were but 
3 Grand Mafters who bore fway, 
viz" Solomon, King <Jflfrael, H., 
King ofT ... e, and H ... m A ... ff. 
5 hold a Lodge, in allul10n to the 
5 noble Orders in Architecture, 
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which are the Tufcan, Doric, 
Ionic, Corinthian, and Compofite ; 
7 or more make it perfeCl:, becaufe 
King Solomon was 7 years and 
upwards in building and dedicat
ing the Temple at Jerufalem to 
God's fervice; they likewife allude 
to the 7 liberal arts and fciences. 
When our brethren gained the 
fum mit of the1laircafe, they arrived 
at the door of the middle chamber 
of the Temple, which they found 
open, but properly tyled by the 
ancient S. W., who demanded of 
them the f...n t ... n and w ... d of 
a F. c., after giving thefe con
vincing proofs, he faid, P ... s J ... n, 
they then paffed into the middle 
chamber to receive their wages, 
which they did without fcruple or 
diffidence. When they were in 
the middle chamber, their atten
tion was particularly arrefted by 
certain Hebrew charaCl:ers which 
are now depiCl:ed in a F. C. Lodge 
by the letter G, denoting God, the 
Grand Geometrician of the U ni-
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verfe, to whom we mull: all fub
mit, and ought moll: humbly to 
adore. 

END OF THE SECOND TRACING 

BOARD • 
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Qreremon!? of lllaifinn to tbe 

«birD Degtee. 

liRE Lodge is open in 
the Second Degree, the 
W. M. addreffes the 

Brethren and examines the Can. 
(fte page 35); he then retires to 
be prepared, and the Lodge is 
then opened in the Third Degree. 
When the Can. is ready, the Tyler 
reports in the Second Degree; on 
hearing it the 1. G. advances to 
the J. W. with the p .. .l f...n of 
aM. M. and fays there is a report, 
the J. W. rifes with the C .. n but 
no k ... k, and reports the fame to 
the W. M. 

W. M . (to]. W.)-You will 
inquire who wants admiffion. 

The]. W. tells the I. G. tofte 
who wants admiffion. 
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The I. G. opens the door, and 
a{ks the Tyler whom he has there. 

Tyler (tal. G.)-Br. A. B., who 
has been regularly initiated into 
Freemafonry, paffed the Second 
Degree, and has made fuch pro
grefs as he hopes will recommend 
him to he raifed to the fublime 
degree of aM. M., for which cere
mony he comes properly prepared. 

I. G. (to 'l'yler.)-How does he 
hope to obtain thofe privileges? 

Tyler (to J. G.)-By the help 
of God, the united aid of the f. .. e 
and c ... p ... s, and the benefit of 
a p ... s w ... d. 

The I. G. demands of the Can. 
the p ... s g ... p and w ... d, which 
he gives him. 

The I. G. do(es the door, 
ad vances one pace towards the 
W. M., and makes the fame report 
to him that he has received· from 
the Tyler. 

W. M.-We acknowledge the 
powerful aid by which he feeks 
to gain admiffion, do you, Br. 
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1. G., vouch that he is in poifeffion 
of the p ... s g ... p and p ... s w .. . d? 

1. G.-I do, W. M. (Having 
received it from the Can.) 

W. M.- Then let him be ad
mitted in due form; he calls the 
two Deacons-the S. takes the 
right fide; they lead him to the 
1...t of the S. W. and direct him 
to advance towards the W. M., 
fir!! as an E. A., and then as a 
F. C. 

The S. D. now applies the p ... t 
of the c ... p ... s to both b ... s, and 
raifes them above his head, that 
the W. M. may fee -he has done 
fo. 

W. M.-Let the Can. kneel, 
while the bleffing of Heaven is 
invoked in aid of our proceedings. 

Prayer. 

Almighty and Eternal God! 
Architect: and Ruler of the U ni
verfe, at whofe creative fiat all 
things were fira made) we, the 

p 
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frair creatures of Thy providence, 
humbly implore Thee to pour 
down on this convocation aff'em
bled in Thy Holy name, the con
tinual dew of Thy bleffing. More 
efpecially we befeech Thee to im
part Thy grace to this Thy fer
vant, who now feeks to partake 
with us the myfterious f.. .ns of a 
M. M. Endue him with fuch 
fortitude that in the hour of trial 
he fail not, but paffing tafely 
under Thy protec1:ion, through 
the valley of the lhadow of death, 
may finally arife from the tomb 
of tranfgreffion, to lhine as the 
£lars for ever and ever. (P. M. 
So mote it be.) 

W. M .-Let the Can. rife. 
The Deacons gently lead him 

three times round the Lodge, as 
follows- the fir£l time he falutes 
the W. M. and J. W. as a Mafon, 
advances to the S. W. as fuch, 
lhowing the f. .. n, and commu
nicating the t ... nand w ... d. The 
fecond time he falutes the W. M. 

Digitized by Google 



if Craft Mafonry. 

and J. W. as a F. C., advances 
to the S. W. as fuch, !howing the 
L.n and communicating the t ... n 
and w ... d. He is then brought 
round to the 1. .. t of the S. W. 

W. M.-The Brethren will 
take notice that Br. A. B., who 
has been regularly initiated into 
Freemafonry, pa{fed to the degree 
of a Fellow Craft, is now about 
to pafs in view before them to 
!how that he is a Can. properly 
prepared to be raifed to the fub
lime degree of a M. M. 

In going round the third time, 
he falutes the W. M. and J. W. 
as a F. C., advances to the S. W. 
as fuch, !howing the f. .. nand 
communicating the p ... s g ... p and 
p ... s w ... d he received from the 
W. M. previous to leaving the 
Lodge. 

The S. W. rifes, takes the r ... t 
hand of the Can. and prefents him 
as follows (penal J ... n) W. M., 
I prefent to you Br. A. B. as a 
Can. properly prepared to be 
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raifed to the fublime degree of a 
M.M. 

W. M. (to S. IY.}-You will 
dired: the Deacons to inftrud: the 
Can. to advance to the E. by the 
proper f ... ps. 

s. w.. (to the Deacons. )-Jt is 
the W. M.'s command that you 
inftrud: the Can. to advance to the 
Pedeftal in .due form. 

The S. D. ftands oppofite the 
W. M. and ftates that the method 
of advancing from W. to E. is 
by f...n f.. .s, the firft, fecond, and 
third are emblematic of ftepping 
over a g .. . e, the other four are 
regular, he then goes through 
them, and after placing the Can. 
in the proper pofition, teaches him 
to do likewife. 

W. M. (to Can.)-It is but fair 
to inform you that a moft ferious 
and folemn O .. . i ... n, as well as a 
greater trial of your fortitude and 
fidelity) now awaits you; are you 
therefore prepared to meet them 
as you ought? 
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C~n.-I am. 
W. M.-Then you will 

on both k ... s, place your h ... s on 
the vol. of the Sacred Law, ftate 
your feveral names at length, and 
repeat after me-

Obligation. 

I, A. B., in the prefence of the 
Moft High, and this worthy and 
wodhipful Lodge of M. M., re
gularly held and properly dedi
cated, of my own free will and 
accord, do hereby and hereon moft 
folemnly and fincerely promife and 
fwear; that I will always hele, con
ceal, and never improperly reveal 
any or either of the fecrets or 
myfteries of or belonging to the 
Third Degree, to anyone in the 
world, except it be to him or them 
to whom the fame may juftly and 
lawfully belong; and not even to 
him or them, until after due trial, 
ftrict examination, or a full con
viction that he or they are worthy 
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of that confidence, or in the body 
of a M. Mafons Lodge, duly 
opened on the c ... e. I further 
folemnly engage myfelf to adhere 
to the principles of the f...e and 
c ... f.. .s, to anfwer and obey all 
lawful f.. .ns and fummonfes fent 
to me from a M. M's Lodge if 
within the length of my c ... e 
t ... w, and to plead no excufe 
thereto but that of ficknefs or the 
prefling emergency of my own 
public or private avocations. I 
further folemnly pledge myfelf to 
maintain and uphold the five p ... s 
of f... w ... p in act as well as in 
word, that my h ... d given to a 
M. M. fuall be a fure pledge of 
brotherhood, that my f ... t fuall 
traverfe through dangers and diffi
culties to unite with his in form
ing a column of mutual defence 
and fupport, that the pofl:ure of 
my daily fupplications fuall remind 
me of his wants, and difpofe my 
heart to fuccour his weaknefs and 
relieve his neceffities, as far as may 
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fairly be done without detriment 
to myfelf or connections; that my 
breaft {hall be the facred repofitory 
of his fecrets when entrufted to 
my care as fuch, murder, treafon, 
felony, and all other offences con
trary to the laws of God and the 
ordinances of the realm being at 
all times efpecially excepted; and 
finally, that I will maintain a 
M. M.'s honour and carefully pre
ferve it as my own, that I will not 
injure him myfelf, nor knowingly 
fuff"er it to be fo done by others, if 
in my power to prevent it; but 
on the contrary, will boldly repel 
the flanderer of his good name, 
and moft ftrictly refpect the chaf
tity of thofe neareft and deareft 
to him, in the perfons of his wife, 
his filter, and his child. Thefe 
feveral points I folemnly fwear to 
obferve, without evafion, equivo
cation, or mental refervation of 
any kind, under no lefs penalty 
on the violation of either of them, 
than that of being, etc. 



W. M. (to Can.)-As a pledge 
of your fidelity, and to render this 
a folemn O .. .i ... n, binding for fo 
long as you fuall live, I call on 
you to feal it with your l...s three 
times on the vol. of the Sacred 
Law. 

W. M. (to Can.)-Let me once 
more direct your attention to the 
polition of the f...e and c ... p ... s; 
when you were made an E. A. 
both p ... s were hid, in the Second 
Degree one was difclofed, in this 
the whole are exhibited, implying 
that you are now at liberty to 
work with both thefe p ... s, to 
render the circle of your Mafonic 
duties complete, (takes him by 
both It ... s) rife, therefore, newly 
O ... i ... d M. M. 
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AVI G taken the great 
and folemn O ... i ... n of 
aM. M., you have now 

a right to demand of me the lail: 
and greateil: trial, by which alone 
you can be admitted to a partici
pation in the fecrets of aM. M. 
but it is firil: my duty to call your 
attention to a retrofpeCl: of thofe 
degrees through which you have 
already paired, by which you will 
be the better enabled to djil:in
guifh and appreciate the connec
tion of our whole fyil:em, and the 
relative dependency of its feveral 
parts. Your admiffion among 
Mafons in a fl:ate of helplefs in 
digence, was an emblematical re
prefentation of the entrance of all 
men on this their mortal exiil:ence; 
it inculcated the ufeful leirons . of 
natural equality and mutual de-

Q 
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pendence, it inftruCl:ed you in the 
aCl:ive principles of univerfal bene
ficence and charity, to feek the 
folace of your own diftrefs, by ex
tending relief and confolation to 
your fellow-creatures in the hour 
of their affiiCl:ion; but above all, 
it taught you to bend with humi
lity and refignation to the will of 
the Great ArchiteCl: of the U ni
verfe, and to dedicate your heart, 
thus purified from every baneful 
and malignant paffion, and fitted 
onl y for the reception of truth 
and wifdom, to His Glory, as 
well as the good of your feilow
creatures. 

Proceeding onwards, and ftill 
guiding your fteps by the prin
ciples of moral truth, you were 
led in the Second Degree to con
template the intelleCl:ual faculties, 
and trace them from their develop
ment through the paths of Hea
venly fcience, even to the throne 
of God himfelf. The fecrets of 
nature and the principles of intel-
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leCl:ual truth were then unveiled 
to your view. To your mind, 
thus modelled by virtue and fci 
ence, nature however prefents one 
great and ufeful lelfon more, {he 
prepares you, by contemplation, 
for the clofing hour of your ex
ifrence, and when, by means of 
that contemplation, {he has con
duCl:ed you through the intricate 
windings of this mortal frate, {he 
finally infrruCl:s you how to die. 

Such, my brother, is the pecu
liar objeCl: of the third degree in 
Mafonry; it invites you to refleCl: 
on this awful fubjeCl:, and teaches 
you to feel that to the jufr and 
virtuous man death has no terrors 
equal to the frain of falfehood and 
difuonour; of this great truth the 
annals of Freemafonry afford us a 
glorious example in the unfuaken 
fidelity and noble death of our 
Mafter, H . .. m A ... ff, who was 
f ... n jufr at the completion of 
K ... g S ... o ... n's Temple, at the 
conftruCl:ion of which he was (as 
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I have no doubt you are already 
aware,) the principal ArchiteCl:; 
the manner of his death was as 
follows :--

Fifteen F ... w c. .. s, of that 
fuperior c1afs of workmen who 
were appointed to pre fide over 
the refr, feeing that the Temple 
was nearly finifhed, and that they 
were not in poffeffion of the f. .. ns 
of the third degree, confpired to
gether to obtain them by any 
means, and even to have recourfe 
to violence; on the eve of carry
ing their fcheme into execution, 
twelve of them recanted, but three 
of a more determined and atro
cious charaCter than the refr frill 
perfi/led in their impious defign, 
in the profecution of which, they 
placed themfelves refpeCtively at 
the N. E. and S. entrances of the 
Temple, whither our M. H ... m 
had retired to offer up his prayers 
to the MOST HIGH, as was 
his won ted cufrom at the hour of 
high twelve. His devotions being 
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ended, he attempted to return by 
the S. door, where he was acco11ed 
by the firfi of thofe ruffians, who 
for want of other weapons, had 
armed himfelf with a heavy p ... b 
r ... e, and in a threatening manner 
demanded of him the f. .. ns of a 
M. M., warning him that death 
would be the confequence of a 
refufal; but our M. H., true to 
his 0 ... i ... n, anfwered that thofe 
f.. .ns were known to but t ... e in 
the world, and without the con
fent of the other t ... 0, he neither I 

could nor would divulge them, 
but intimated he had no doubt 
that diligence and patience would 
in due time entitle the worthy 
Mafon to a participation of them, 
but for himfelf he would rather 
fuffer death than betray the fc'lcred 
trufi repofed in him. This anfwer 
not proving fatisfactory, the ruf
fian aimed a blow at the h ... d of I 

our M. H., but being fiartled at ~~~ 
the firmnefs of his demeanour, he 
miffed his f ...... d, but glanced 
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with fuch force on his l. .. t t ... e as 
to caufe him to fink on his r ... t 
k ... e. Recovering from thisfhock, 
he made for the N. door, where he 
was oppofed by the fecond ruffian, 
whom he anfweredas in the former 
inllance, but with undiminifhed 
firmnefs, when the villain, who was 
armed with a 1...1, fhuck him a 
violent blow on the r ... t t ... e, 
which brought him to the ground 
on the I...t k ... e. Our M. H. 
now finding all chance of efcape 
cut off at both thofe quarters, ftag
gered faint and bleeding to the E. 
door, where the third ruffian was 
polled, who received a fimilar 
reply to his infolent demand (for 
even at that trying moment our 
M. H. remained firm and un
fhaken), when the ruffian, who 
was armed with a heavy m .. .1, 
Ilruck him a violent blow on his 
f ... e ... d, which laid him l...s at 
his feet. 

The brethren will take notice 
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well as in his prefent fituation, our 
brother has been made to reprefent 
one of the brighteft charaCters re
corded in the annals of Freema
fonry, namely H. A., who loft his 
life from his unt'haken fidel ity to 
the truft repofed in him; and I 
hope this will make a lafting im
preffion on his and your minds, 
fhould you ever be placed in a 
fimilar ftate of trial. 

W. M. (to ]. w.)-You will 
attempt to raife the reprefentative 
of our M. H. by the E. As ... 
which he does, and reports (with 
p ... 1 J ... n) W. M. it proves a 
C .. p. 

W. M. (to S. W.)-You will 
try the F. Cs., which he does, and 
reports the fame. 

W. M.-Br. Ws. having both 
failed in your attempts, there yet 
remains a peculiar method, which 
is by taking a more firm hold of 
the ...... of the ...... and to r ... e 
him on the f...e p ... s of f... w ... p, 
which with vour affiftance I will 
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now make trial of. (He leaves the 
chair from the I ... t.) 

W. M. (to Can. ftanding on his 
r ... tfide).-It is thus, my Br. that 
all 1\1. MS. are r ...... d from a 
figurative d ... h to a re-union with 
the companions of their former 
toils. 

The W. M. fEll franding de
livers the following charge. 
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<l!barge. 

ET me now beg of you 
'to obferve, that the light 
of aM. M. is but dark

nefs vifible, ferving only to dif
cover that gloom which refts on 
the profpeCl: of futurity; it is that 
myfterious veil of darknefs which 
the eye of human reafon cannot 
penetrate, unlefs affifted by that 
light which is from above; yet 
even by this glimmering ray you 
may perceive that you ftand on the 
very brink of the g ...... e into 
which you have juft figuratively 
defcended, and which, when this 
tranfitory life {hall have palTed 
away, will again receive you into 
its cold bofom; let the emblems of 
mortality which lie around you 
lead you to contemplate your in
evitable deftiny, and guide your 
refleCl:ions into that moft intereft
ingof all human ftudies, the know-
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ledge of yourfelf. Be careful to 
perform your allotted talk while it 
is yet day, continue to liil:en to the 
voice of nature, which bears wit
nets that even in this perifhable 
frame refides a vital and immortal 
principle, which infpires a holy 
confidence that the Lord of life 
will enable us to trample the king 
of terrors beneath our feet, and lift 
our eyes to that bright morning 
il:ar, whofe riling brings peace and 
falvation to the faithful and obe
dient of the human race. 

W. M.-(continues.) I cannot 
better reward the attention you 
appear to have given to this Ex
hortation and Charge, than by im
mediately entruil:ing you with the 
f ...... ns of this degree. You will 
therefore ad vance to me as a F. c., 
firft as an E. A. (which is done) 
you will now take another {bort 
pace with your left f. .. t as before 
-this is the third regular f. .. p in 
F reemafonry, and it is in this pofi
tion the f. ..... ns of this degree are 
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communicated: they conlift of 
f...ns, t ... ns, and w ... s; of the 
C ... ns, the firll: and {econd are 
ca(ual, and the third penal; the 
fi rft cafual f...n is formed from 
the F. c., and is called the C .. n of 
h ... r ... r, and is given by elevating 
the r ... t, etc.; the {econd cafual 
{ ... n is the f...n of f...p ... y, and 
is given by ll:riking the f ... e ... d 
with the h ... d, etc. ; the p ... 1 C .. n 
is given by drawing the h ... d 
acrofs the b ... y, etc.; g ... or t .. . 
on the firll: of the firll: p ... , etc. 

S. W. ('fa W: M.)-I prefent to 
you Br. A. B., on his being raifed 
to the fublime degree of aM. M., 
for {orne further mark of your 
favour. 

W. M. ('fa S. w.) - I de
legate you to inveft Br. A. B. 

I . with the diftinguifuing b ... e of a 
M.M. 

S. W. {'fa Can )-By the W. 
Mall:er's command, I invell: you 
(puts it an) with the dill:inguifu
ing b ... e of aM. M., to mark the 
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further progrefs you have made in 
the fcience. 

W. M. ('1'0 Can.)-I muft add 
to what has been ftated by the 
S, W., that the b ... e with which 
you have been invefted, not only 
points out your rank as aM. M ., 
but is Iikewile meant to remind 
you of thofe great duties you have 
juft folemnly engaged yourfelf to 
perform, and while it marks your 
own fuperiority, it calls on you to 
afford affiftance and inftruClion to 
the brethren in the inferior de- """~AII 
grees. 

You are now at liberty to retire, 
in order to reftore yourfelf to your 
per(onal comforts, and on your 
return into the Lodge, thofe f... ns, 
t ... I1S, and w ... s will be further ex
plained. 
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W.M. 
N your leaving the Lodge 

we left off at that part 
of our traditional hiilory 

which mentioned the d ... h of our 
Mailer H ... m: a lofs fo impor
tant as that of the principal Ar
chitect, could not fail of being 
fpeedily and feverely felt; the want 
of thofe plans and deligns which 
had hitherto been fo regularly fup
plied throughout every depart
ment of the work were the firil 
indications that fome heavy ca
lamity had befallen him. The 
Menatfchins, or Perfects, or more 
familiarly fpeaking, the Overfeers 
of the work, deputed fome of the 
moil diilingui/bed of their number 
to acquaint the King with the utter 
confufion into which the abfence 
of H ... m had plunged them, at 
the fame time to exprefs their 
apprehenfion that to fome fatal 



catafhophe mufl: be attributed his 
fudden and myfl:erious difappear
ance. King Solomon immediately 
ordered a general mufl:er of the 
workmen throughout the various 
departments, when three of the 
fame clafs were not to be found, 
and on the fame day the twelve 
whD had originally joined in the 
confpiracy went before the King, 
and made a voluntary confeffion 
of all they knew, up to the time 
of their having withdrawn them
felves from the number of the 
confpirators. His fears being 
awakened for the fafety of the 
chief artifl:, he felected fifteen trufl:y 
F. C ... s, and ordered them to go 
and make diligent fearch after the 
perfon of our M. H. if he were yet 
alive, or had fuffered death in the 
attempt to extort from him the 
fecrets of his exalted degree. Ac
cordingly, a fl:ated day having been 
previoufly fixed for their return to 
Jerufalem, they formed themfelves 
into three F. C ... s l. .. s and de-
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parted from the three entrances of 
theTemple; many dayswerefpent 
in fruitlefs fearch; indeed, one clafs 
returned to J erufalem without hav
ing effected any difcovery of im
portance; .but a fecond clafs were 
more fortunate, for on the evening 
of a certain day, after having fuf
fered the greateft privations and 
perfonal fatigue, one of the bre
thren, who had refted himfelf in a 
reclining pofture, ih order to affift 
his rifing caught hold of a lhrub 
that grew near, which, to his fur
prife, came eafily out of the 
ground; on a clofer examination, 
he found that the earth had been 
recently difturbed; he therefore 
hailed his brethren, and with their 
united efforts, fucceeded in re
opening it, and there found the 
body of our M. H ... m, very in
dece~tly interred. They covered 
it again with all refpect and re
verence, and in order to diltinguiih 
the fpot, ftuck a fprig of A ... a at 
the head of the g ... e, they then 



haftened to J erufalem to impart 
the afflicting intelligence to King 
Solomon, who, when the firft emo
tions of grief had fubfided, ordered 
them to return and raife the b ... Y 
of our M. H ... m to fuch a fepul
chre as became his rank and exalted 
talents; at the fame time inform
ing them that by his untimely 
death, the genuine L.s of a 
M. M. were loft; he therefore 
charged them to be particularly 
careful in obrerving whatever ca
fual L.n, t ... n, or w ... d might 
occur among them, while paying 
this laft fad office of refpect to 
departed merit. They performed 
their taik with the utmoft fidelity, 
for on the moment of re-opening 
the ground, one of the brethren 
looking round, faw one of his com
panions in this fituation (gives 
the L.n of h ... r ... r), expreffive 
of their h ... r ... r at the afflicting 
fight, and others, viewing the 
ghaftly w ... d, ftill vifible on his 
f ... e ... d, fmote their own in fym-

Digitized by Google 



of Craft Mafonry .. 

pathy of his fufferings; two of the 
brethren then defcended the g ... e, 
one of whom endeavoured to raife 
him by the E. A. g ... p, which 
proved a f. .. p ; the other tried the 
F. C.~ which proved a f... p alfo ; 
having both failed in their at
tempts, a more zealous and expert 
brother defcended, and with their 
ailifrance, raifed him on the five 
p ... s of f ... w ... p, while others frill 
more animated, exclaimed ..... . 
or ...... , both words having a 
ftmilar import; the one implies 
the d ... h of the builder~ the other 
the builder is f. .. n King Solomon 
ordered that thofe cafual f.. .ns, 
t ... ns, and w ... s fhould deftgnate 
all M. M.s throughout the uni
verfe, until time or circum frances 
fhould tefrore the genuine S ...... s. 

It only remains for me to frate, 
that the third c1afs of C ... men had 
purfued their refearches in the 
direction of Joppa, and were medi
tating their return to Jerufalem, 
when accidentally pailing the 
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mouth of a cavern, they heard the 
founds of deep lamentation and 
regret, and on entering to fatisfy 
themfelves of the caufe, they found 
three men anfwering the defcrip
tion of thofe that were miffing, and 
on being charged as the perpetra
tors of the m ... r ... r, and finding 
all chance of efcape cut off, they 
confelfed their guilt; they were 
then bound and led to Jerufalem, 
when King Solomon fentenced 
them to that death which the 
heinoufnefsof their crime fo amply 
merited. 
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($rplanation of tbe· QI:bit'O 
~tacinB" 1Soat'O. 

BlUR M. H ... m was orm dered to be re-interred 
as near the SanCl:um 

SanCl:orum as the Jfraelitiih laws 
would permit, there is a G ... e 
from the centre, three feet E., 
three feet W., three feet between 
N. and S., and five feet or more 
perpendicular. He was not buried 
in the SanCl:um SanCl:orum, becaufe 
nothing common or unclean was 
allowed to enter there, except the 
High Priefi: once a year, and not 
even then, until after many wafh
ings and purifications againfi: the 
great day of expiation of fins, for 
by the Ifraelitifh law all flefh is 
deemed unclean. The ornaments 
of a M. M's. l...e are the Porch, 
Dormer, and Square Pavement. 
The Porch was the entrance to 
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the Sanctum Sanctorum; the Dor
mer, the window that gave light 
to· the fame; and the Square 
Pavement for the High Prieft 
to walk on. The High Prieft's 
office was to burn incenfe to the 
honour and glory of the moft 
High, and to pray fervently that 
the Almighty through his un
bounded wifdom and goodnefs, 
would be pleafed to beftow peace 
and tranquillity to the Ifraelitifu 
nation throughout the enfuing 
year. The t ... s with which our 
Mafter was {lain (as you have al
ready been informed), were the 
P ...... b r ... e, the L. .... .I, and 
heavy M .. .I. The Coffin, Skull, 
and Crofs-bones are emblems of 
mortality, and allude to his un
timely d ... h, which happened three 
thoufand years after the creation 
of the world. 

I now prefent to you the w.ork
ing tools of a M. M., which are 
the Skirrit, Pencil, and Compaifes. 
The Skirrit is an implement which 
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acts on a centre pin, whence a 
line is drawn to mark out the 
ground for the foundation of the 
intended ftruCture; with the Pen
cil the fkilful artift delineates the 
building in a draft or plan, for 
the direction and guidance of the 
workmen; and the Compalfes en
ables him with accuracy and pre~ 
cilion to afcertain and determine 
the limits and proportions of its 
feveral parts. But as we are not 
all operative, but free and ac
cepted or fpeculative Mafons, we 
apply thefe tools to our morals. 
In this fenCe, the Skirrit points 
out that ftraight and undeviating 
line of conduct marked . out for 
our purCuits in the volume of 
the Sacred Law; the Pencil points 
out to us that all our words and 
aCtions are obCerved and recorded 
by the Moft High, to whom we 
muft give an account of our aCtions 
through life; and the Compafies 
re.mind us of His unerring and 
impartial juftice, in having defined 

~ 
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for our inflruction the limits of 
good and evil, and that He will 
either reward or punifu us as we 
have obeyed or difregarded His 
di vine commands. Thus the work
ing tools of a M. M. direct us 
to bear in mind, and act accord
ing to, the laws of our Divine 
Creator, fo that when we fuall be 
fummoned from this fublunary 
abode, we may afcend to the Grand 
Lodge above, where the world's 
great Architect lives and reigns 
for evermore. 
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