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Lina, and friends, we are glad to be here -- all of us -- and to

partake of the hospitality of Lina's house. It is a beautiful

day outside, a little windy, brisk. Look at the sky and you

wonder what we can do to have our own minds as clear as that sky

is.

We will consider tonight, friends, some Teachings and ideas

connected with the Winter Solstice. All over the world, as far

back as we know in the night of time, there have been these

celebrations, festivities, rites, connected with the Winter

Solstice. All over the world, and among all the races of people,

both the Winter and the Summer Solstice and the two Equinoxes of

Spring and Autumn have been revered, greatly revered, as sacred

points in the compass of the year, and have been connected with

profound symbolism in many rites and ceremonies. And they are

all based on very ancient traditions. Particularly the Winter

Solstice, which has been from time immemorial considered to be

the period of the birth of divine beings, the birth of gods, the

appearance of Initiates, the Masters of Life. Actually the

appearance of divine beings. Traditions and symbolism connected

with it have always been centered around the Winter Solstice. 

And throughout the length and breadth of mankind, we have had

these rites celebrated in the dead of winter, in connection with

spiritual events, which traditions have told us about, and which

are based on the actual facts of nature.

Now the Winter Solstice as such is only a part of a larger

picture. In order to get the more complete picture you have to

think of the four Sacred Seasons of the year: the Winter

Solstice, the Spring Equinox, the Summer Solstice, and the

Autumnal or Fall Equinox. This is a yearly cycle, each part with

its own specific meaning. Each one different from the others and

yet deeply correlated with each other. The symbolism of the four

Sacred Seasons of the year is based primarily on astronomical

facts. Astronomical and astrological in a way; but do not read

into the term ASTROLOGICAL anything that goes by that name today. 

It is something much more deeper. Now the simple astronomical

fact is -- of course -- that the motion of the earth in its orbit

around the sun encounters these four positions, these four main

positions, at which time the days are of a certain length, and

the nights -- or they are of equal length, the passage from the

Winter Solstice to the Spring Equinox, and so on through the

Summer Solstice to the Fall Equinox is familiar to most of us.

Now this astronomical symbol which might be called a Cross, a

Cosmic Cross, the intersecting line of the Solstices and the

Equinoxes. That symbolism is reflected in our daily life, and

the life of the twenty-four hours if you like, and in the life of

the individual throughout his incarnation. Anyone of us is

passing through four primary or essential stages of development. 

The first is our birth, our physical birth. The second is

adolescence. The third is complete and full manhood or womanhood

in its full sway. The individual is in full possession of all he

will be in this particular life -- great or small -- he has

achieved the highest point of his personal development, and after

a while will begin gradually to decline into old age and the

fourth stage, and final for this incarnation, his passing. 

Followed, of course, as the theosophical philosophy of life is

concerned, by many other lives based on the same general pattern. 

And that general pattern applies to other kingdoms below the

human. Now the fact that we go through these four stages and the

fact that these stages are symbolized by the four Sacred Seasons

of the year have to do with another extension of the same

symbolism. And that is connected with what is generally known as

Initiations.

Now there is a great deal of misunderstanding about the meaning

of that term. Not misunderstandings among students of Theosophy,

but generally in the world. The word has been used and misused. 

But essentially what is meant by students of Theosophy by the

term INITIATION is something like this, to put it simply: An

individual aspiring to the Spiritual Life gradually discovering,

uncovering within himself great potentials of growth, and

gradually becoming aware of the great distinction there is

between material life and spiritual life, and growing in love for

and devotion to spiritual ideals, may go that way through many

incarnations. And little by little training himself to a greater

knowledge, to the possession of greater knowledge, to the

development of greater spiritual powers, and someday in one or

another of his incarnations will achieve or rather reach the

point where he makes a final and permanent contact between his

personal consciousness and the divinity within himself. Not just

an aspiration towards it, not a vague sense of its presence, but

a personal, strong, and positive, and permanent link forged

between his lessor self, the human self, however far advanced it

may be, and the Inner God. Mystical Christians would have called

it through many a century the Christos Spirit within man. The

Oriental or the Buddhist School would call it the Inner Buddha. 

This is what the ancient Greeks knew as Apollo. That is what the

Egyptians meant by Osiris. And many other terms and names. Or,

in a descriptive way, the Inner God, the Higher Self. A

spiritual, divine Entity of which you and I as human beings are

only a ray, an emanation, a manifestation, I would think.

Now through Initiation is a rite -- rite spelled R-I-T-E, of

course -- rite, of a spiritual nature concerned with establishing

in the ready neophyte, establishing that inner connection. And

it is done by, or I should say under the tutelage and the

guidance of very inspired and high Teachers in the spiritual

knowledge. All through antiquity, as far back as we know, such

individuals of high spiritual knowledge have existed among men;

and at all times there have been neophytes, aspiring individuals,

disciples, ready to undergo their first Initiation. That

Initiation is usually taken at the Winter Solstice. So the

Winter Solstice Festivities, Ceremonies, Outer Forms, Symbolism,

which are familiar to us and familiar under other forms in other

nations, are merely an echo, you might say, an aspect of a

spiritual something that is taking place at those seasons. And

that is what I am trying to point put. The symbolism of the

existing religious-philosophical Schools about it have been based

on and have originated from ancient days before some of the ideas

concerning the four Sacred Seasons had been forgotten, forgotten

in the occidental civilization.

Such Initiatory Rites of the Winter Solstice and the other Sacred

Seasons exist today. They take place. Certainly they do not

take place in the busy marts of men. But in secluded places,

both in the Orient and the Occident. And they have to do with

the progressives development of the disciple into higher degrees

of spiritual knowledge. Now if you were to ask the question, or

wonder in your own mind, as to just exactly what a student of

Theosophy means by Initiation, the answer would be something like

this, when stripped of all details: It is the ability which the

trained disciple -- trained for many lives -- the quality or

rather the ability that he develops to withdraw consciously from

his physical body and from the more subtle envelopes of the inner

man -- the pranic, the kamic, lower mental, and astral sheathes,

we might call them -- and issue forth as a spiritual Ego, as a

reincarnating entity that he is and that we are, without loss of

self-consciousness. The Initiation is a self- conscious process.

That my friends is something that sounds simple enough, but would

be utterly impossible without lives of training. You see what

happens to us. We go to sleep; we lose consciousness --

self-consciousness -- for a while. We dream; it is not under our

control. We die; we have lost self-consciousness. We can lose

self-consciousness during the lifetime in various ways. You can

lose it through an anesthetic; you can lose it by being hit. In

all kinds of ways it is very easy for us to sever the link of

self-consciousness, and become temporarily -- shall we say --

entranced; that is what it is. But the individual who can

withdraw from his human instruments or apparatus, in which he is

duly and harmoniously integrated and incarnated, without loss of

self-consciousness, and be able to investigate or learn

experimentally in the inner worlds the structure of nature and

the operations of natural law -- that individual is something

more than just human. You see, he is a human being that has

reached the university stage of spiritual development. He is

about to graduate from the human school of life. Oh, he does not

cease to be human, now, but he is as far ahead in knowledge and

self- control and possibilities as a great professor of some

chemistry or physics or astronomy is when compared with a

newly-born baby, or the individual who comes to the grammar

school. He is human, he remains human; but he has learned by the

transference of his self- consciousness into the inner worlds

what is the actual structure of them apart from anybody's

opinions, theories, hypotheses. He knows it at first hand,

experimentally, as much as a professor of chemistry knows what is

going to happen to his chemicals in a chemical laboratory.

After a while -- it may be a matter of a few days or a few weeks

-- that individual returns back into his physical body. Now his

physical body in the mean time has been entranced. Obviously it

is not functional, but it is very much alive. And it is

protected by the guardianship of some highly-skilled Teacher or

Adept, ready for the incumbent when he returns back from his

journey from the inner worlds. When he returns, successfully we

hope, he is not anymore an ordinary neophyte, he is not anymore

just an aspiring student, a noble- hearted occultist, a disciple;

he is not that anymore. He has become by means of what he has

seen and been through, which includes very severe trials --

tremendous tests and trials in the inner worlds -- he has come

back as a self-conscious Initiate. He is a Master of Life to

that extent. Sure enough, he is a beginner, a beginner in a

higher school of evolution than the ordinary human school. But

nevertheless, however much of a beginner he may be, by comparison

with what he was just a little while ago he is an Initiate

because he has experienced, and he knows, and he can Teach. Not

intellectually, not the way we consider the subjects, but he can

Teach others in a supreme way in which only very advanced human

beings can do.

Such Initiations take place at the four Sacred Seasons of the

year. They are not all the same; they do not concern the same

type of people. I do not know the details of the subject of how

the Initiatory Rites of the Winter Solstice differ from others,

but the general pattern of what we have already spoken of

prevails. The neophyte at the Winter Solstice Experiences his

birth. That is his new birth. It is the birth of the Inner God

into full-fledged manifestation through that individual. 

Returning back into his physical body that was guarded for him,

he is as if he were born again. That is why in the Orient such

individuals in symbolism have been called DVIJAS, twice-born. 

The first time they were born, they were born from their mother,

physically. The second time is their new birth into the same

body, and in a greater state of consciousness. They are

twice-born, a symbolic way of speaking of it.

Now there may be a long period of time, of work and dedication

and activity that belongs to that category of men -- and some of

them are women -- but eventually, it may be next life, the next

incarnation, it may be several incarnations hence, that

individual is ready to undertake some greater trails, achieve a

still greater knowledge, learn a great deal more that he was not

yet able to master. So he goes through another Initiatory Rite,

and that would be the one corresponding to the Spring Equinox,

because he has reached adolescence, symbolically speaking. He is

an adolescent as an Initiate.

And eventually, perhaps several lives hence, he will take his

rightful place among semi-divine beings, a full-fledged -- not a

full-fledged human being, but a full-fledged Initiate or Master

of Life, an equal to very great beings. That he will achieve at

the Summer Solstice someday by going through the Initiatory Rites

connected with the Summer Solstice, the period of full manhood.

Eventually that individual will reach the highest conditions

possible for the human being on this planet. There is nothing

else for him to learn in this school of experience. In the

natural course of events at an Initiatory Rite of the Autumnal

Equinox will come the end, the permanent end of his association

with mankind. Not because he renounces it, but because his

progress calls for what the ancients called the Great Passing; he

passes out of our sphere into spheres far higher than ours. Now

it is at that time that the Initiate, high as he is -- immensely

high -- can renounce his further progress, and instead of

disappearing from our midst, he pledges to stay with us for

incalculable ages helping mankind on its way upward. That

sacrifice must be something tremendous. We cannot fully

appreciate it; but we can think of it as something that he was

yearning to achieve but renounces it for the sake of remaining

with us. That is what the Buddhists call a Bodhisattva, a being

whose very nature is wisdom. And the Buddhists revere, deeply

revere far more, an individual who has renounced the Nirvana or

Buddhahood to stay with us than they revere the one who has in

the natural course of events gone on.

So here we have that sequence of events based on astronomical

facts, spiritually astrological if you like to put them that way,

based upon immense knowledge that the highest exponents of the

human race have had for ages past. And we who aspire in our

theosophical work, dedication, meditation, thought; we who aspire

towards these noble ideals; we are in some way or other geared to

them together with hundreds of others who aspire as we do whether

they know of Theosophy or not. We are directing the arrow of our

life, you might say, in that general direction.

Now I said that these Initiatory Rites are connected with

astronomical facts. There is a good deal that can be learned on

this general subject from the study of Dr. de Purucker's works. 

Many of you are familiar with his name and some of you have read

his works. He has given a great deal of explanation, as much as

was possible, to this general subject. You will find it

partially in his ESOTERIC TRADITION, a two-volume work, partially

in THE FUNDAMENTALS OF THE ESOTERIC PHILOSOPHY, and elsewhere

scattered here and there, various passages and excerpts which

deal with the subject of Initiation.

Now the astronomical connection is something like this, briefly

speaking: The Initiatory Rites are, or rather stand in very close

relation to the Moon, and to the Sun. The ideal condition for

certain Initiations is the time of the New Moon. In other words,

the alignment of the Sun, the Moon, the Earth, the new-moon

alignment, which apparently, if my understanding is correct,

helps the neophyte in his journey through the inner worlds. 

Because all the exits from here and coming back to here, of

really everything, is connected with the Moon. The Moon has been

called in ancient symbolism the giver and the taker of lives; it

is deeply connected with after-death states, and stages of

reincarnation as well, and therefore it is connected with

Initiations because strictly speaking the Initiation Experiences

are experiences of dying consciously and returning back.

Other Initiatory Rites -- as far as I understand of a much higher

nature -- are also connected with the position of Venus and

Mercury, and their interrelation with the Moon and the Sun. In

other words, conjunctions and oppositions of these bodies are

connected with Initiatory Rites. Or to put it into a different

language, Initiatory Rites and Experiences do not happen by

haphazard, but are geared to certain spiritual mechanics you

might say that have to do with the motions of certain planetary

bodies around the Sun.

A great deal of the symbolism of the Christmas Season that we

have with us today, and which we have had for a long time -- not

just we in the Occident, but the Middle East, and India, and

Egypt, and all kinds of places -- a great deal of that symbolism

was prepared mainly for the general public. Not for mystics, not

for occultists, but for the people who love delicate thoughts,

realities put symbolically -- and there are thousands of them. 

And so we see a certain language used by organized religions. A

certain language for spiritual realities -- but the key to the

understanding of that language can only be had through the study

of the Ancient Wisdom. You might pick up THE SECRET DOCTRINE of

Blavatsky, but you can also pick up half a dozen other works.

I mention casually a little booklet which our friend Geoffrey

Barborka sitting here wrote a few years back, THE CHRISTMAS

STORY. It is available for sale, I think you will find it here

in the bookstore I suppose, or at the Krotona Bookstore. It

gives quite a layout, an explanation of the symbolism of the

Christmas Season among other things. It is well worth reading. 

There is a great deal of facts there. But casually to mention a

few:

It is obvious from the deeper standpoint that every Initiate of

any nation whatsoever is always born immaculately from a virgin

because this means that the virgin soil of his spiritual nature

produces immaculately, unmaterially, unrelated to the world of

matter, produces the birth of the inner man. It is a symbolic

statement around which is woven a great deal of church symbolism,

but they have lost the key.

It is also obvious that every Initiate is born, is always born in

a manger, in a stable, or in a crypt, and is surrounded by

animals. See, the real you and the real I are living in a

personality which is mainly activated by animal instinct not yet

controlled. The animal nature of man is much stronger in the

present age -- and has been so for a long time -- than the

spiritual nature. We live in a manger. It is out of that manger

or stable surrounded by animals that eventually the individual

arises and brings under complete control the animal -- or shall

we say the animals -- that we are made of on the lessor plane of

personal selfhood. Another symbolic statement, that the Initiate

is born as a little babe, surrounded by animals in a manger.

Now it appears that the Initiate is always heralded by a star. 

It is only a symbolic way of saying that the appearance of

Initiates is not at random. Profound students of astrology who

are Initiates -- they are not running the streets, they are not

writing books, no -- would be able to tell by looking at the

position of certain planetary orbs in the solar system what are

the times when some other unusual individual is going to appear

among men as an Initiate with a mandate to perform a certain work

among men. He is always heralded by a star. That is another

symbol.

An Initiate, as a rule, is obviously greeted by the three wise

men. We will not go into that. But that story has to do with

the positions and the natures and the qualities of the planets

Mercury and Venus, and the Moon. These are the three wise men of

the story. And it can be proved by the analysis of the names

that have been given to them in symbolism.

So you see that story whether it relates to one or another

Initiate, whether that symbolism is Occidental, Oriental, ancient

Egyptian, or Middle East, or anything, is practically the same

with a slight modification of expressions and must not be

interpreted literally. It must be interpreted by means of the

inner meaning of certain terms which have come down to us from

the mystery schools of ancient nations. It is true, but it is

not literally true; it is factual, but it is not material

factual.

And then we have the christmas tree, which is merely another form

-- a fairly recent form at that -- of the great reverence that

has been given to trees in general in connection with the

Initiatory Rites. In ancient Scandinavian countries it was

called YGGDRASILL. Among the Druids it was the Druids' Oak. It

was called IARMANZULL among the Anglo-Saxons. And the famous

ISHWATTHA tree in ancient India. Trees that are not necessarily

pines or furs, but trees in the symbolism which calls for the

sturdiness of the trunk that the Initiate is. The immense power

of his spiritual sap of life-force and the idea of his spreading

his knowledge for the benefit of mankind as a tree spreads its

branches. Now the green, the evergreen that we use, is probably

not more than two or three hundred years old and is a European

custom. And the oriental tree -- symbolically, not physically --

the oriental tree of the symbolism connected with this time, the

ISHWATTHA tree for instance, is a tree that is rooted in the

spiritual realms and grows downwards branching out, and its

branches are the worlds, and the planes and the sub-planes of the

universal structure. And it bears on these spreading branches

planets, suns, galaxies, star clusters, which today are

symbolized by our lights on the Christmas tree. All symbolic,

but symbolic of actual facts in nature.

So you see these are some of the reasons why students of

Theosophy revere the four Sacred Seasons of the year. They do

not belong to any particular religion. They have a religious

aspect; they have also a philosophical and mystical aspect; but

essentially they are a scientific fact. They are a simple

scientific fact, a fact which modern science has not yet

discovered. It knows all about solstices and equinoxes,

astronomically speaking, but it does not understand yet and does

not seem to tend to understand the meaning of ancient occult

correlations based on astronomical data. Someday they will

uncover it. It is really an open book; it is not hidden from

them. But they want technical proofs of everything, and only a

very few of them -- even that is good -- a few of them are

mystically inclined, and are beginning to discover certain things

they have been very blind to for a long time.

The four Sacred Seasons of the year are to us a rhythm. It is a

repetitive rhythm which you can find throughout nature. The

growth of plants, the manifestation of life in the spring, the

fuller florescence of it summer, the gathering of the fruit of

the earth and of the harvests, and the withdrawal of everything

in the height or quiescence of the winter is a fact that

everybody knows. But upon these facts, and back of them, there

are other occult facts which are deeply interrelated with them

and are the key to a far deeper story which goes on from age to

age as long as mankind remains as we know it today, and that

means for a long time.

It also means, friends, if it means anything at all, that there

are in our midst -- and when I say OUR MIDST, I mean these

teeming millions everywhere -- there are in our midst in

dividual, one here, one there, one someplace else ...

[The tape recorder mysteriously stops working here for a few

minutes.]

... and we will be there. There are thousands of others behind,

from behind us, that are linked with us by chains of similar

aspiration and eventually will reach some further stage outward

bound. That is really all that matters. The thing is moving. 

And no matter how many people may drop things forever by the

wayside, and forget these things and perhaps even turn against

them for a while -- in spite of that -- the pilgrimage moves on. 

And we are an integral part of it. And strictly speaking none of

us could say how many thousands of tens of thousands of other

people the world over are moving in the same pilgrimage.

Do not look upon this world, friends, as something that is going

to pieces. It is not. The mere fact that we have so many

horrors in the world today and so much despair and so much

ignorance and stupidity is only due or is mainly due to the fact

that a great light is being introduced in the midst of mankind

from higher spheres. And some of us are agents in this work --

all of us are agents in this work -- and if you introduce a

strong light there will be -- or a strong force -- there will be

an ejection upon the surface of the dross, of the debris, of the

dross. What happens to a boiling kettle: it will throw out dross

on the surface and can be skimmed off. That is what is happening

in most countries today, a tremendous spiritual push is behind

the scenes and as it is coming into manifestation there is that

throwing off of all of that which must be overcome before that

great force from within can manifest itself in a new type of

civilization. Not a paradise, oh no, but a new type, a greater,

and nobler type of civilization. We can be grateful to our own

inner self that we can contribute to that process.

And then I would like to also leave with you this thought. 

Obviously we do not compare ourselves with the Great Ones. We

could not possibly be proud enough or self-centered enough to

imagine that we can be in touch with the Great Ones. They are so

far ahead you might say they are out on the horizon beckoning to

us -- yes, if you like to put it that way, symbolically -- but

they are on the verge of so many noble, spiritual things that we

have not even dreamt about, that we cannot identify ourselves

with them. And yet there is no break of continually between them

and us or between us and others coming from behind. Therefore

somehow or other, and very tangibly so, those who are undergoing

these Initiatory Experiences and reach the stage of Initiation

and knowledge, let us say the Winter Solstice, emanate from

within their inner nature enough power, force, strength,

inspiration to touch anyone of us, if we are receptive to it. 

They cannot keep it to themselves no more than a floodlight can

keep the light to itself. It has got to spread. Where is it

going to spread as a vibratory rate? All over mankind; all over. 

A great achievement in inner consciousness on the part of any

human being belongs to mankind as a whole, and instantaneously

so. But of course only those will be affected who are ready to

receive any of it.

Therefore an attitude on our part of quiet meditation upon these

themes, an attitude upon our part of listening in -- I am

speaking now metaphorically -- a readiness to receive, a feeling

or a desire to become at one with that higher life, makes us that

much more receptive to the reception of emanating forces from the

crypts of Initiation, from the centers of Initiation while they

take place. Obviously what I am saying now is good any time of

the year. But it is especially potent at these four Sacred

Seasons of the year because of the reasons which I have tried to

explain.

Therefore in a Christmas Season like this one, our own progress

will depend to a considerable extent upon our own state of mind. 

We can vitalize our spiritual natures; we can attune ourselves to

the highest that we know of within our consciousnesses; we can

make a specific effort to grow or rather to rise above some pet

weaknesses which we may have. We can demand of ourselves to

become nobler, greater, more universal, to become an outpouring

strength of genuine brotherhood. Towards who? Towards anyone. 

Towards anyone who needs it. Towards anyone who would be helped

by it. When we decide to do so there is always someone who turns

up who needs just that. Just watch it. When there is a desire

on your part to do something for someone else and you do not know

the WHO, somebody is going to turn up with precisely that which

you can give him.

In other words, the Winter Solstice is a period when we can grow

more rapidly, more definitely, more potently, because we have

with us strong spiritual forces at work and we can align

ourselves with them. And anything that aligns itself with a

higher rhythm begins to vibrate in unison with that rhythm. Now

it may not last very long. We may fall down after a while. We

may not be able to keep up this thing too long because of worldly

associations and our own inner weaknesses that will assert

themselves again. But let us try. It can be done. It can be

successfully done. And the results of it can never be fully

estimated. We do not know how much good we may do. It may be

momentous in the life of another. It may be momentous in our own

life where no one else knows anything about it.

And one other thought, friends. Obviously in the light of these

Teachings, we are not alone. We can never be deserted. The only

way to get deserted is to build a wall of human selfishness which

prevents us from being human. Then we are along, because we are

inside a fortress built by our own ignorance and stupidity. And

some people do that and they do not know it. But strictly

speaking, we are not alone. We are part of a pilgrimage. There

are always individuals who are ready to show us the next step in

evolution. Each one of us here might at one time or another --

if we desired to do so -- might at one time or another open a

window to another brother, to someone else. It may mean

troubles, metaphorically speaking, but also very factually -- and

tell that other: @@Come to this window. Have you ever seen this

sight?@@ And you give him a few of the Teachings in some simple

language. And suddenly, and suddenly he is unable to go back

into his troubles anymore. He has seen a greater vision. He

knows there is a greater life.

Anyone of us can do this if we watch out for the opportunity. 

And if we watch out for an opportunity, the opportunity

invariably arises. Because this thing is based upon Law, not on

haphazard. And so we can never be alone. The Great Ones are

dedicated to helping mankind. But they can help only those who

are ready to help themselves. They cannot stop the evil in the

world, because karma has to work itself out. But they can help a

great deal -- and do -- in alleviating suffering, in softening

the conditions, and in opening up new doors for those who can

see.

I trust that you will have a very pleasant Christmas Season,

friends one and all. And that you will keep these thoughts in

your mind, dwell with them as often as you can, and watch

yourself expand in consciousness, in understanding, in

universality, and in a genuine spirit of brotherhood for all that

lives. We will now end, friends, with a few moments of silence

... [pause]

... I want to thank Lina for her hospitality. Good night all.
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