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PREF ACE. 

-
THE following is an attempt to present an epitome of 
the principal doctrines of Jacob Boehme in a certain 
systematic order, so as to afford a general view of them 
and to serve as an introduction to the study of ~oehme's 
works. I have herein followed the plan laid down in 
Dr. J. Hamberger's excellent but now very rare book 
The heading~of the paragraphs are for the l>urpose of 
summarising the quotations that follow. These quota
tions have in many instances been condensed, and in 
some cases I have attempted to render them in a more 
modern and comprehensible phraseology than that of 
the original text, the latter being very often obscure and 
untranslatable. This I did because it seemed to me of 
far more importance that the public, for whom this book 
is written, should obtain a comprehensive view of the 
doctrines of Boehme than that merely the learned philo
logist should find. his curiosity gratified by getting the . 
exact form in which Boehme clothed his thoughts. In 
adding some remarks of my own, my object was not 
such a -. presumptuous one as to amend, comment upon, 
explain, . or make clearer the writings of Boehme; for it 
is self-evident that in order to be able to criticise, amend, 
or explain the contents of a divinely inspired book, the 
critic or explainer would have to be divinely inspired 
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vi PREFACE. 

himself. I have no such arrogant claims to advance; 
but I wanted to call the attention of the reader to certain 
points that may aid in their understanding. 

I have carefully compared the doctrines of Boehme 
with those of the Eastern sages, as laid down in the 
"Secret Doctrine" and in the religious literature of the 
East, and I find the most remarkable harmony between 
them in their esoteric meaning; in fact, the religion of 
Buddha, Krishna, and ~that of the Christ seem to me to be 
one and identical The greatest obstacle to the under
standing of the mysteries of the religion of the living 
Christ is the very narrow view which we have become 
aecustomed to take of them, according to· the merely 
external and superficial interpreta.tion of the Old and 
New Testaments, such as is given by the modern 
churches and by fashionable clericalism, which regards 
these doctrines from a merely historical or emotional 
point of view. 

A study of Boehme's writings, by means of entering 
into the spirit in which they were written, is sure to 
expand the mind and to elevate the heart of the reader, 
giving him a greater and more sublime conception of 
God, Nature, and Man,than any other book of which I 
know. 

I am under many obligations to Mrs. E. B. Penny, 
of Cullompton, for her assistance in this difficult work, 
and also to Mr. G. W. Redway for valuable suggestions. 

The extracts are taken from the 1682 Amsterdam 
(German) edition of Boehme's Complete Works. 

F.R. 
VIBNNA, September 1890. 
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, 

THE LIFE OF JACOB BOEHME. 

-
"The fulnes. of time has taken place, and the kingdom of God has 

arrived. Repent and believe in the gospel of truth."-J. B. 

JACOB BOEHME was born in the year 1575, at Alt 
Seidenburg, a place about two miles distant from Goer
litz in Germany. He was the son of poor country 
people, and in his youth he herded the cattle of his 
parents. He was then sent to school, where he learned 
to read and to write, and afterwards he entered as an 
apprentice a shoemaker's shop. 

It seems that even in early youth he was able to 
enter into an abnormal state of consciousness, and to 
behold images in the astral light; for once, while herd-

'ing the cattle and standing on the top of a hill, he 
suddenly saw an arched opening of a vault, built of 
large red stones, and surrounded by bushes. He went 
through that opening into the vault, and in its depths 
he beheld a vessel filled with money. 

He', however, experienced no desire to. possess himself 
of that treasure; but supposing that it was a product of 
the spirits of darkness made to lead him into temptation, 
he fled. 

On a later occasion, while left alone in the shoe .. 
maker's shop, an unknown stranger entered, asking to 
buy a pair of shoes. Boehme, supposing himself no~ 
entitled to make such a bargain in the absence of his 
master, asked an extraordinary high price, hoping thus 

• A 
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2 LIFE OF JACOB BOEHME. 

to get rid of the person who desired to purchase. • 
Nevertheless, the stranger bought the shoes and left 
the shop. After leaving, he stopped in front of the 
shop, and, with a loud and solemn voice called to 
Boehme: "Jacob, come outside." 

Boehme was very much astonished to see that the 
stranger knew his name.. He went out in the street 
to meet him, and there the stranger, grasping him by 
the hand, aud, with deeply penetrating eyes looking into 
his eYBS, spoke the following words: "Jacob, you are 
,now little; but you will become a great man, and the 
world will wonder about you. Be pious, live in the fear 
of God, and honour His word. Especially do I admonish 
you to read the Bible; herein you will find comfort and 
.consolation; for you will have to suffer a great deal of 
trouble, poverty, and persecution. Nevertheless, do not 
fear, but remain firm; for God loves you, and is gracious 
to you." He then again pressed Boehme's hand, gave 
him another kind look, and went away. 

This remarkable event made a great impression 
on the mind of Jacob Boehme. He earnestly went 

,through. the exercises necessary in the study of practical 
loccultism; that is to say, he practised patience, ~ty; 
simplicity of thought and pu~ modesty:-resignation 
of his-self-will to divine law, and he kept in mind the 
promise given in the Bible, that those who earnestly 
ask- the Father in heaven for the communication of the 
1Ioly Ghost will have the spirit of sanctity awakened 
within· themselves, and be illuminated with His 
wisdom. 

Such an illumination, indeed, took place within his 
mind, and· for seven days in succession Jacob Boehme 
was'in an ecstatic state, during which he was surrounded 
by the light of the Spirit, and his consciousness im
mersed in contemplation and happiness. It is not 
stated what he saw during those visions, nor would 
such a statement have the I'esult of gratifying the curi-
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LIFE OF JACOB ,BOEHME. 

<lsity of the reader; for 'the things of the Spirit are 
inconceivable to the external mind, and can only be 
realised by those who, rising above the realm of the 
senses and entering a state of superior consciousness, 
can perceive them. Such a state does not necessarily 
exclude the exercise of the external faculties; for while 
Plato says about Socrates, that the latter once stood 
immovable for a day and a half upon one spot in a 
state of such ecstasy, in the case of Jacob Boehme we 
find that during a similar condition he continued th& 
external occupations of his profession. 

Afterwards, in the year 1594, he became master .. 
shoemaker, and married a woman, with whom he lived 
for thirty years, and there were four sons born to him. 
who followed a profession like himself. 

In the year 1600, in the, twenty-fifth year of his age, 
another divine illu'mination took place in his mind, and 
this time he learned to know the innermost foundation: 
of nature, and acquired the capacity to see henceforth 
with the eyes of the soul into the heart of all things, a; 
faculty which remained with him even in his normal 
condition. 

Ten years afterward, anna 16 I 0, his third illumina
tion took place, and that which in former visions had 
appeared to him chaotic and multifarious was now recog .. 
nised by him as a unity, like a harp of many strings, 
of which each string is a separate instrument, while the 
whole is only one harp. He now recognised the divine 
order of nature, and how from the trunk of the tree 
of life spring different branches, bearing manifold leaves 
and flowers and fruits, and he became impressed with 
the necessity of writing down what he saw and pre~ 
serving the record. -

Thus, beginning with the year 161 2. and up to his 
end in the year 1624, he wrote many books about the 
things which he saw in the light of his own spirit, com
prising thirty books full of the deepest mysteries regard-
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LIFE OF JACOB BOEHME. 

ing God and the angels, Christ and man, heaven and 
hell and nature, and the secret things of the world, such 
as before him no man is known to have communicated 
to this sinful world, and all this he did, not for the pur
pose of earthly gain, but for the glorification of God 
and for the redemption of mankind from ignorance 
regarding the things of the Spirit. 

He taught a conception of God which was far too 
grand to be grasped by the narrow-minded clergy, who 
saw their authority weakened by a poor shoemaker, and 
who therefore became his unrelenting enemies; for the 
God of whom they conceived was a limited Being, a 
Person who at the time of His death had given His divine 
powers into the hands of the clergy, while the God of 
Jacob Boehme was still living and filling the universe 
with His glory. He says:-

"I acknowledge a universal God, being a Unuy, and 
the primordial power of Good in the universe; self· 
existent, independent of forms, needing no locality for 
its existence, unmeasurable and not subject to the intel
lectual comprehension of any being. I acknowledge 
this power to be a Trinity in One, each of the Three 
being of equal power, being called the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. I acknowledge that this triune 
principle fills at one and the same time all things; that 
it has been, and still continues to be, the cause, founda
tion, and beginning of all things. I believe and acknow
ledge that the eternal power of this principle caused the 
existence of the universe; that its power, in a manner 
comparable to a breath or speech (the Word, the Son or 
Christ), radiated from its centre, and produced the germs 
out of which grow visible forms, and that in this exhaled 
Breath or Word (the Logos) is contained the inner 
heaven ,nd the visible world with. all things existing 
within them." . 
. Moreover, he taught that to be a true Christian it 
was not suffici~nt to s.ubscribe to a certain s~t of beliefs i 
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LIFE OF· JACOB BOEHME. s· 
but that only he in whom the Christ is living is a true 
follower of Christ in spirit and in truth. 

"He alone is a true Christian whose soul and mind has 
entered again into the original matrix, out of which the 
life of man has taken its origin; that is to say, the 
eternal W o'l'd (~o,),oS'). This Word has been revealed 
in our human nature, which is blind to the presence of 
God, and he who absorbs this Word with his hungry 
soul and thereby returns to the original spiritual state 
in which humanity took its. origin, his soul will become 
a temple of divine love, wherein the Father receives His 
beloved Son. In him will reside the Holy Ghost. 

"He alone, therefore, in whom Ohrist exists and lives 
is a Christian, a man in whom Christ has been raised 
out of the wasted flesh of Adam. He will be an heir of 
Christ-not on account of some merit gained by some one 
else, nor by some favour conferred upon him by some 
external power, but by inward grace. 

"To believe merely in a historical Christ, to be satisfied 
with the belief that at some time in the past Jesus has 
died to satisfy the anger of God, does not Qonstitute a. 
Christian. Such a speculative Christian every wicked 
devil may be, for everyone would like to obtain, without 
any efforts of his own, something good which he does 
not deserve. But that which is born from the flesh 
cannot enter the kingdom of the God. To enter that king
.dom one must be reborn in the Spirit. 

"Not palaces of stone and costly house.s of worship 
regenerate man; but the divine spiritual sun, existing 
in the divine heaven, acting through the divine power of 
the Word of God in the temple of Christ. A true Chris
tian desires nothing else but that which the Christ within 
his soul desires . 

.. All our religious systems are only the works of intel
lectual children. We ought to repudiate all our personal 
desires, disputes, science, and will, if we want. to restore 
the harmony with the mother which gave us birth at th~ 
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6 LIFE OF JACOB BOEHME; , 

beginnin'g; for at present our souls are the playgrounds 
of many hundreds of malicious animals, which we have 
put there' in the place of God, and which we worship 
for gods. These animals must die before the Christ 
principle can begin to live therein. Man must return 
to his natural state (his original purity), before he can 
become divine. 
, "There is no other way for Christ to live than through 
the death of old Adam; a man cannot become a god 
aud remain an animal still. No one is saved by God 
as a mark of his gratitude for having attended church 
and having had the patience to listen to a sermon; but 
his attendance to external ceremonies can only benefit 
him if he hears Christ speak within his own heart. ' 
, "All our disputations. and intellectual speculations in 
regard to the divine mysteries are useless; because they 
originate from external sources.' God's mysteries can be 
only known by God, and to know them we must first 
seek' God in our own centre. Our reason' and will must 
return to the inner source from which they originated; 
then will we arrive at a true science of God and His 
attributes. 

"Man's' will and imagination have become perverted 
from their original state. Man has surrounded himself 
by a world of will and imagination of his own. He has 
therefore lost sight of God, and can only regain his 
former state and become wise if he brings' the activity 
o'fhis soul and mind again in harmony with the divine 
Spirit. 
, ." A Christian is he who lives in Christ, and in whom 
-Christ's power is active. He must feel the divine fire of 
love burn -in his heart. This fire is the Spirit of Christ, 
who cont~nually crushes the head of the serpent, meaning 
the desires of the flesh. The flesh is governed by the will 
of the world; but the spiritual fire in man is kindled by 

'-the Spirit. He who wants to Q(;l~e a Christian must 
:not boast and sny: 'I ~m a Christian I' but he should 
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desire to become one, and prepare all the conditions neces· 
~ that the Christ may live in him. Such a Christian 
will perhaps be hated and persecuted by the nominal 
Christians of his time; but he must bear his cross, and 
thereby he will become strong. 

"The theologians and Christian sectarians keep on 
continually disputing about the letter and form, while 
they care nothing for the spirit, without which the form 
is empty and the letter dead. Each one imagin~s that 
he has the truth in his keeping, and wants to be admired 
-by. the world as a keeper of the truth. Therefore they 
denounce and slander and backbite each other, and thus 
they act against the first principle taught by Christ, and 
'Which is brotherly love. Thus the Church of Christ has 
become a bazaar where vanities lire exhibited, and as ·the 
Israelites dance around the golden calf, so the modern 
Christians dance around their self-constructed fetiches~ 
whom they call God, and on· account. of this fetich· 
worship they will not be able to enter .the promised 
land. . 

.. The whole Christian religion is based upon a know
ledge of our origin, our present condition, our destiny. 
It shows first how from unity we fell into variety. 
and how we may return to the former state. Secondly. 
it shows what we were before we became disunited~ 
Thirdly, it explains the cause of the continuance of out 
present disunion. Fourthly, it instructs us as to the final 
destiny of the mortal and immortal elements within our 
constitution. 
. " All the teachings of Christ have no other object than I 
to show us the way how we may re-ascend from a (tate of variety and diJl'erentiation to .our original unity; 
and he who teaches otherwise teaches an error. All the 
doctrines which have ·been hung around this fundamental 
doctrine, and which do not conform with the latter, are 
merely the products of worldly foolishness, thinking itself 
wise; they are merely useless ornaments which will 
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~reate errors, and are calculated to throw dust in the eyes . 
of the ignorant. . 

co Whoever presumes to set himself up as a spiritual 
teacher, and has no spiritual power of perceiving the 
truth, thinking to serve God by teaching the kingdom of 
God, of which he ,practically knows nothing, does not 
serve the true God, but serves his own self, and nurses 
and feeds his own vanity. He may have been legally 
appointed to his clerical office, and yet he is not a true 
shepherd. Christ says: • He who does not enter the stable 
of the sheep by the door, but enters by the window, is a 
thief and a murderer, and the sheep will not follow him, 
for they do not know his voice.' He is not in possession 
of the voice of God, but merely of the voice of his learn
ing. But Christ said: • All plants which have not been 
planted by my heavenly Father shall be torn out and 
9estroyed.' How, then, can he who is godless attempt to 
plant 11eavenly plantlJ, having no spiritual seed and no 
power? To become a true spiritual teacher, one must teach 
in the Spirit of God and not in the spirit of selfishness." 
. In regard to the distinction between faith and mere 
belief, Boehme says :-
, co A historical belief is merely an opinion based upon 
lIome adopted explanation of the letter of the written 
word, having been learned in schools, heard by the ex
ternal ear, and which produces dogmatists, sophists, and 
opinionated servants of the letter. But Faith is the 
result of the direct perception of the truth, heard and 
understood by the inner sense, taught by the noly Ghost, 
and productive of theosophists and servants of the divine 
Spirit." 
, AB to the question whether or not sins can be forgiven 
by a priest, his opinion is not doubtful: .. No sin can be 
taken away by priestly absolution. If Christ is resur
rected within the heart, the old Adam will be dead and with 
him the sins which he has committed. If the sun rises, 
'ihi night will be swallowed by the day and exist- no 
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longer. Dissemble, shout, weep, sing, preach, and teach 
as much as you please, it will serve to no purpose as 
long as evil exists in your heart. If I go to confession 
for 1000 years, and get the priest to absolve me every 
day, and in addition to that receive the sacrament every 
four weeks, it will serve me nothing if Christ is not in 
me. An animal going to church will come out an animal, 
I!!> matter to what ceremonies it may have been made to 
submit . 

.. The modem Christians have a building of stone, 
wherein they serve the goddess of vanity, where they 
dissimulate, where the people exhibit their fine clothes 
and the preacher his learning; but the true Christian has 
his church within his soul, wherein he teaches and 
listens. This church is with him and in him wherever 
he goes, and he is always in his church. His church is 
the temple of Christ, wherein the Holy Ghost preaches to 
all beings, and in everything he beholds he hears a sermon 
of God . 

.. The true Christian does not belong to any particular.1 
sect. He may participate iu the ceremonial service of 
every sect, and still belong to none. He has only one 
science, which is Christ within him; he has only one 
desire, namely, to do good. Look at the flowers of the 
field. Each one has its own particular attributes, never~ 
theless they do not wrangle and fight with each other. 
They do not quarrel about the possession of sunshine and 
rain, or dispute about their colours, odour, and taste. 
Each one grows according to its nature. Thus it is with 
the children of God. Each one has his own gifts and I 
attributes, but they all spring from one Spilit. They 
enjoy their gifts, and praise the wisdom of HiDi from 
whom they originated. Why should they dispute about 
the qualities of Him whose attributes are manifest in 
themselves? . 

.. We have all only one single order to which we 
belong, and t~l:l_ only rule of that order is to do the will of 
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God, that is to say, to keep still and serve as instr_'!IAE~n~ 
through which God may do His will Whatever God 
sows and makes manifest in us, we give it back to Him 
as His own fruit. The kingdom of heaven is not based 
upon our opinions and authorised beliefs, but roots in its 
own divine power. Our main object ought to be to have 
the divine power within ourselves. If we possess that, 
all scientific pursuit will be a mere play of the intellec
tual faculties with which to amuse ourselves; for the 

I true science is the revelation of the wisdom of God within 
our own mind. God manifests His wisdom through His 
children as the earth manifests her powers through the 
production of various flowers and fruits. Therefore let 
each one be glad of his own gifts and enjoy those of the 
others. Why should all be alike? Who condemns the 
birds of the forest because they do not all sing the same 
tune; but each praises its Creator in its own way? 
Nevertheless, the power which enables them to sing ori
ginates in all from only one source." 
, His first work, entitled "A.urora" (the beginning of 
the new day), was not quite finished, when, by the in
discretion of a friend, copies of the manuscript came into 
the hands of the clergy. The head parson of Goerlitz, 
whose name was Gregorius Richter, a person entirely in
capable of conceiving of the depths of that religion which 
he professed to teach, in ignorance of the divine mysteries 
of true Christianity, of which he knew nothing but its 
superficial aspect and form, too vain to bear with tolera
tion that a poor shoemaker should be in possession of 
any spiritual knowledge which he, the well-fed priest, 
did not possess, became Jacob Boehme's bitterest enemy, 
denouncing and cursing the author of that book, and his 
hate was raised to the utmost degree by the meekness 
and modesty with which Boehme received the insults 
and denunciations directed toward him. 

Soon the bigoted priest publicly in the pulpit accused 
Boehme of being a disturber of the peace and an heretic, 

Digitized by Coogle 



LIFE OF JACOB BOEHME. JI 

asking tne Cit.y Council of Goerlitz to punish the traitor, 
and threatening that if he were not removed from the 
town, the anger of God would be awakened and He would 
cause the whole place to be swallowed up by the earth, 
in the same manner in which he claimed that Korah, 
Dathnn, and Abiram had perished after resisting Moses, 
the man of God. 

In vain Jacob Boehme attempted to reason personally 
with the infuriated Doctor of Divinity. New curses and 
insults were the result of his interview with him, and the 
parson threatened to have Jacob Boehme arrested and 
put into prison. The City Council was afraid of the 
priest, and, although he could not substantiate any charge 
against Boehme, nevertheless they ordered" him to leave 
the town for fear of the consequences that might result 
if they did not comply with the Rev. Richter's request. 

Patiently Boehme submitted to the unjust decree. He 
requested to be permitted to go home and take leave of 
his family before going into banishment, and even this 
was refused to him. Then his only answer was: " Very 
·well; if I cannot do otherwise, I will be contented." 

Boehme left; but during the following night greater 
-courage entered into the hearts and a better judgment 
into the heads of the Councilmen. They reproached 
themselves for having banished an inoffensive man, and the 
very next day they called Jacob Boehme back, and per
·mitted him to remain, stipulating, however, that he should 
give up to them the manuscript of the" Aurora," and that 
henceforth he should abstain from the writing of books. 

For seven years Boehme, in obedience to this foolish 
decree, restrained himself from writing down the experi
ences which he enjoyed in the realm of the spirit, and, 
instead of bringing light to mankind, contented himself 
with mending their shoes. Hard was the battle required. 
to stem the tidal wave of the Spirit, which with over
"powering strength descended upon his soul; but at last, 
encouraged by the ad vice of his friends, who counselled 
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him not to resist any longer the impUlse coming from 
God for fear of disobeying man-made authorities, he re
sumed the labour of writing. 

'rhe writings of Jacob Boehme soon made their way 
,","'orld, and attr14,ded 14,ttention of those 

ee+'lable of realisins: eppreciating their 
He found mllll v LJlld followers 

and the lowlp, 
indeed, as if a 

Truth was intended to take place in priest-ridden and 
bigoted Germany. 

Jacob Boehme during that time wrote a number of 
books and pamphlets: "Aurora,"" The Three Principles 
of Divine Being," "The Threefold Life of Man," "The 
Ineemetion of Jesus ChlJ'iet," "The Six Theosophielt! 

"The Book of Celestial 
the Duration 
his "DefeneE, 

£md Signature 
True Regeneration, 

"The Supersensual Life," "Regeneration and Divine 
Contemplation," "The Selection of Grace," "Holy Bap
tism," "Holy Communion," "Discourse between an En
lightened and an Unilluminated Soul," an essay on 
"Prayer," "Tables of the Three Principles of Divine 

nj",21',,"al~101[l,'" "Key Prominent 
IIundred and rrheosophical 

Theosophical other smaller 
nnPides regarding rnatters. 

i\Jlarch, 1624, and ddore his death, 
for Jacob Boehme a time of great suffering. In 1623, 
Abraham von Frankenburg had some of Boehme's works 
published under the title of" The Way to Christ," and 
the appearance of this book, full of divine truth, again 
inflamed the envy and rage of the angry parson of 

being blown by the observaPwn 
favonr with dnok was receiv,,,d 
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all truly enlightened minds. With the utmost fury he 
bega~ again his persecutions of Jacob Boehme, cursing 
and damning him from the pnlpit, and published against 
him a pasquillo, full of personal insn'ts and vulgar epithets, 
which contained neither reason nor logic; bnt in their 
places innumerable calumnies, such as only the brain 
of a person made insane by passion. could invent or 
aoncoct. 

This time Boehme did not remain so passive as on a 
former occasion, but he handed over to the City Council 
a written defence in justification of what he had done, 

. nnd he, moreover, wrote a reply to Richter, answering in 
a quiet and dignified manner every point of the objection 
raised by Richter, annihilating his arguments by the force 
of his logic and lly the power of truth. This defence 
was not in an ironical style, but pregnant with love and 
pity for the misguided man, modest and eloquent to a 
degree such as rarely can be found even among the greatest 
orators. 

The City Council, however, being once more intimidated 
by the blustering priest, did not accept Boehme's defence, 
but expressed a wish that he should voluntarily leave the 
town; and they expressed their wish to him in the form 
of a well-meant advice, to save himself from incurring the 
fate of heretics, which was to be burned alive on a stake 
by order of the Kurfiirst or Emperor, either of whom 
might have been inclined to lend a willing ear to the 
representations of the clergy, being supposed to hesitate 
very little to give the requisite order, if the whim of the 
priesthood could be gratified by such a comparatively 
insignificant thing as the execntion of a troublesome per
son who disturbed their peace. 

Boehme, in obedience to that advice, which he well 
knew was a command in disguise, left Goerlitz on the 
9th day of May, 1624. and went to Dresden, where he 
found an asylum in the house of a physician named Dr. 
~enjamin Hinkelman. There he received many honours 
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and offers of aid, but he remained modest, writing to a' 
friend that he intended to put his trust in no man: but 
in the living God; and that, as he was doing so, he was 
full of joy and all WM well. 

About this time Boehme, by order of the Kurftirst, was 
invited to take part in a learned discussion which was 
to take place between him and some of the best theo-

f logians of those times, including two professors of mathe
matics. The discussion took place, and Boehme astonished 
his opponents by the depths of his ideas and by his ex
traordinary knowledge in regard to divine and natural 
things; so that, when asked by the Kurftirst to give their 
decision, the theologians begged for time to investigate 
still more the matters which Boehme had represented to 
them, and which seemed to transcend the limits of what 
they believed themselves capable of grasping. One of 
these theologians, Gerhard by name, was heard to say 
that he would not take the whole world if it were offered 
to him as a bribe to condemn such a man, and the other, 
Dr. Meissner, answered that he was of the same opinion, 
and that they had no right to condemn that which sur
passed their understanding; and thus it may be seen 
that not all the theologians were like Gregorius Richter, 
but that in the clerical profession, as in any other, there 
may be wise men and fools. Such theologians, of noble 
mind and without bigotry, were henceforth to be found 
among Jacob Boehme's admirers and friends, and when
ever he met them he treated them with respect. 

Soon afterwards he wrote his last work, entitled" Tables 
Regarding Divine Manifestation," and, having returned to 
his home, he was taken sick with a fever. His body 
began to swell, and he announced to his friends that the 
time of his death was near, saying: "In three days you 
will see how God has made an end of me." Then they 
asked him whether he was willing to die, and he replied: 
.. Yes, according to the will of God." When his friends 
expressed the hope to find him improved on the following 
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day, he said, "May God help that it shall be as you say .. 
Amen." 

This took place on a Friday, but on the next Sunday, 
on the 20th of November, 1624, before 1 A.M., Boehme 
called his son, Tobias, to his bedside, and asked him 
whether he did not hear beautiful music, and then he 
requested him to open the door of the room so that the 
celestial songs could better be heard. Later on he asked 
what time it was, aud when he was told that the clock 
struck two, he said, "This is not yet time for me, in three 
hours will be my time." After a pause he again spoke, 
and said, "Thou powerful God Zabaoth, save me accord
ing to Thy will." Again he said, "Thou crucified Lord 
Jesus Christ, have mercy upon me, and take me into Thy 
kingdom." He then gave to his wife certain directions 
regarding his books and other temporal matters, telling 
her also that she would not survive him very long (as, 
indeed, she did not), and, taking leave from his sons, he 
said, " Now I shall enter the paradise." He then asked 
his eldest son, whose loving looks seemed to keep Boehme's 
soul from severing the bonds of the body, to turn him 
;round, and, giving one deep sigh, his soul gave up the body 
to the earth to which it belonged, and entered into that 
higher state which is known to none e~cept those who 
have experienced it themselves. 

Jacob Boehme's enemy, the bigoted head-parson, 
Gregorius Richter, refused a decent burial to the corpse 
of the philosopher, and, as the City Council of G~erlitz, 
again in fear of the priest, were wavering and uncertain 
what to do, it was already decided to take the body for 
burial to a country place belonging to one of Boehme's 
friends, on which occasion, undoubtedly, a row would 
have taken place, and the ceremony been disturbed by the 
populace, whose prejudices were aroused by the clergy; 
but at the appropriate time the Catholic Count Hannibal 
von Drohna arrived, and ordered the body to be buried 
in a solemn manner, and in the presence of two of the 
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members of the City: Council This took place accord-
. ingly, but the parson pretended to be sick, and took 
medicine so as to avoid being obliged to hold the funeral 
sermon, and the clergyman who gave the sermon in his 
place, although he himself had given absolution and the 
sacrament to Boehme shortly before the latter died, began 
his speech by expressing his great disgust at having beeu 
forced to do so by order of the Council. 

Some friends of Boehme, in Silesia, sent a cross to be 
put on his grave, but it was soon destroyed by the hauds 
of some bigot, who imagined to please God by insulting 
the memory of a man who was obnoxious to the priests, 
but who had done more to bring to mankind a true 
knowledge of God than priestcraft ever did in modern 
or ancient times. This cross was very ingeniously cut 
with occult symbols. On the top there was a flaming 
cross, with a Hebrew inscription signifying I H S V H, 
and twelve golden rays. Below this there were the 
initials of his favourite motto and a picture of a child 
sleeping and resting upon a skull, signifying the regenera
tion by means of the mystic death. Then followed an 
inscription saying, " Here rests the body of Jacob Boehme, 
bom out of God, died in I H S V H, and sealed by 
the Holy Spirit." At the right of that inscription there 
was a representation of a black eagle upon a mountain, 
stepping upon a large coiled snake, while holding with 
its right claw a palm leaf and in its beak the branch oC 
a lily. On this picture was written Vidi. On the left 
side there was the representation of a lion, with a golden 
cross and crown. With the right hind leg that lion stood 
upon a stone in the shape of a cube, and with the left 
upon a globe; but in its right paw it held a flaming 
s\vord, and in the other a burning heart with the inscrip 
tion 17'id. Below the above-described inscription there 
was another picture, of oval shape, representing a lamb 
with a bishop'S mitte and staff, standing near a palm 
tree, next to a flowing spring, in a field covered with 
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various flowers. Below this was inscribed Veni. The 
meaning of these three words is: In mundum Veni; 
Satanam descendere Vidi,' Infernum Vid. Vi'IJite mag-" 
namm~. Fiually, upon the lower part of the cross there 
were inscribed the last words spoken by Boehme: Now 
I shall enter the paradise. 

In his exterior appearance Boehme was little, having 
a short, thin beard, a feeble voice, and eyes of a 
greyish tint. He was deficient in physical strength; 
nevertheless there is nothing known of his having 
ever had any other disease than the one that caused 
his death. But, if Jacob Boehme W8,S small in body, 
he was a giant in intelligence and a powerful spirit. 
His hands could accomplish no greater works than to 
write and to make shoes, but the power of God having 
become manifest in that apparently insignificant organism 
and compound of elements and spiritual principles which 
represented the man Jacob Boehme on this terrestrial 
globe, was strong enough to overthrow, and is still over· 
throwing, the most petrified and gigantic superstitions 
existing in his own and subsequent centuries. His 
" Spirit" is still battling with the powers of darkness, 
and the Light which was kindled in the soul of poor 
little Jacob Boehme.is still illuminating the world, grow
ing larger and brighter from day to day in proportion as 
mankind becomes more capable of beholding it and of 
receiving and grasping his ideas. His spirit, or to speak 
more correctly, the Spirit of Truth as manifested through 
the writings of Jacob Boehme, is gradually bringing life 
into old dry-bone theology, killing clericalism and bigotry, 
superstition and ignorance, the giant monsters which have 
been devastating the world for ages past, and to ,whom 
more victims have been sacrificed than have died by the 
hands of the god of war, by pestilence, and drugs. The 
thinking part of humanity is beginning to see that there 
is a vast difference between the true spirit of Christian 
religion, and the external form in which it is represent~ 

B 
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to the vulgar mind. Even the better class of clergy
that is to say, those who are not fully absorbed in the 
dogmatic opinions which were engrafted into their minds 
in their schools, but who dare to seek for self-knowledge 
in God-know that a clinging to the external forms of 
religion prevents the mind from penetrating into their 
depths and grasping the spirit that produced these forms, 
and which is one and the same in all great religions; 
for the truth is universal, external, and only one; it is 
the learned ones who take a multiple aspect of it, and 
regard it through manifold coloured glasses . 

.As to the practical application of this doctrine, Jacob 
Boehme says: "If_~we allow our mind to brood over 
earthly desires, our mind will be captivated by them; but 
If we spiritually rise above the world of earthly desires 
and sensations, the world of light will captivate our will, 
the terrestrial world will lose its power of attracting our 
consciousness, and we will enter the divine state of 
God. The realm of matter and darlmess is the realm of 
angllish, contention, and suffering; the realm of the Spirit 
is the kingdom of light, joy, peace, and happiness. There 
is no human being who would desire to be immersed in 
material pleasures, if he were able to comprehend and 
realise the joys of tIle spiritual state. But if the fire of 
the soul is not illumined by the divine light, the will of 
the soul caunot enter that state, but remains in darkness. 
The superficial reasoner believes that there exists no 
faculty of seeing except by the exterior eye, and if that 
sight has departed there is an end of seeing. It is very 
nnfortunate if the soul can only see through the external 
mirror of the eye. What will such a soul see if that 
mirror is broken? She will be in darkness, and only per
ceive the lurid lightnings which are kindled by her own 
anguish and despair. .As long as the soul is connected 
with the body she may behold the divine light in its 
mOdifications as manifested tl~rough the intermediate 
action of the terrestrial sun, and the sun is the source of 
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all her terrestrial joys. Thus the terrestrial sun becomes 
her God, she mistakes the effect for the cause; she is 
drawn away from the source of the real and etel'llallight 
and sinks into darkness. But if the divine eternal light 
is received in the soul, it kindles a fire therein which 
illuminates the whole substance of the soul, so that the 
latter becomes luminous, and a mirror, or eye, in which' I 

the light of God is reflected. Let, therefore, each man 
examine himself, and see which of the three worlds is 
master over him, the world of light, the world of illusions, 
or the world of darkness. Let him search his own soul, 
to see whether the four elements of evil, ambition, anger, 
envy, and avarice, are the rulers therein, or whether uni
versal charity, benevolence, kindness, meekness, and good 
will prevail, and let him not grow weak in his battle with 
the lower elements, so that the Spirit of God may be 
victorious in him. He who consciously carries the diviue 
image of God will not die when his physical body dies, 
nor will he lose any of the attributes which his soul has 
acquired during its life in the physical body. The world • 
of good and the world of evil are both contained within 
the world of man. Whatever we make of ourselves, that 
must we be in the future; whatever we awaken within 
ourselves will live in orrselves; in whatever direction we 
struggle, there shall we receive our gnide." 
. Jacob Boehme was in possession of remarkable occult 
powers. He is known to have spoken several languages, 
although no one ever knew where he had acquired them, , 
they having probably been learned by him in a previOus .. : 
life. He also knew the language of nature, and could call • 
plants and animals by their owu proper names. He was 
endowed with psychic faculties, which enabled him to 
<t psychometrically" see the past and "clairvoyantly" 
look into the future. Many anecdotes are told of him 
in regard to these powers, of which the following may 
serve as a specimen: One day a dissolute nobleman 
railed at Boehme, calling him a false prophet and daring 
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him to tell anything which he llad not learned in the 
ordinary way. Boehme asked to be left in peace; but as 
the nobleman continued his oflimsive language, Boebme 
at last told him his own past private history, mentioning 
a great many villanous tbings which that nobleman had 
done in secret. He also predicted that this person would 

'soon come to an untimely end. Thereupon tbat noble
man flew into a rage, and wllile he admitted that what 
Boehme said was true, he bestrode his horse and hurried 
away. On the next morning he was found dead in the road, 
having been thrown from his horse and broken his neck. 

Boehme's favourite motto was-" Our salvation is in 
the life of Je~llS Christ in us." 

This alone is sufficient to show the true character of 
tbe Cbristianity of Boehme, who did not look for salva
tion from a dead and historical person, but from the 

• living Jesus, made alive by the Christ within himself; 
or to express it in other terms, by the higher Manas (the 
mind) becoming self-conscious in the light of the ..4.tma
Bttddhi (the spiritual soul). 

When asked for his autograph, he frequently used to 
write the following-

" He to whom time is the same as eternity, 
And eternity the same as time, 
Is free from all contention." 

A similar saying is-

" He to whom sorrow is the same as joy, 
Aud joy the same as sorrow, 
May thank God for his equanimity." 

Among the most prominent followers and .successors of 
Jacob Boehme might be named many celebrated theolo
gians and philosophers, such as Dr. Balthasar Walther, 
Abraham Frankenberg, Friedrich Krause, and even the son 
of Boehme's worst enemy, Richter of Goerlitz, who pub
lished eight bool,s containing extracts of Boehme's works. 

Boehme's works were translated into different languages, 
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and attracted the attention of Charles 1. of England, who, 
after reading his "Answers to Forty Questions," exclaimed, 
"God be praised that there are still men in existence 
who are able to give from ~heir own experience a living 
testimony of God and His Word." Johannes Sparrow, 
in the years 1646--1662, produced a translation in Eng
lish of Boehme's works, and Edward Taylor another 
during the reign of James II. A third translation was 
published in 1755 by William Law, and many authors 
(the great Newton included) are said to have drawn largely 
from Boehme's works. His prominent disciples, however, 
and the ones most capable of grasping his ideas, seem to 
have been Thomas Bromley (1691) and Jane Leade (died 
1703), the founder of the society of Philadelphians (if 
comprising under that name all persons who have entered 
a certain stage of development can be called the founding 
of a society). 

Henry Moore, Professor at Cambridge, was requested 
to examine the books of Jacob Boehme, and to report 
against them. He examined them; but his report turned 
out differently from what had been expected; for 
even if he, on account of his own engrafted theological 
ideas, was not fully able to comprehend Jacob Boehme, 
and misunderstood him in many ways, nevertheless, he 
pronounced himself in his favour, and said that he who 
treated Boehme with contempt could not be otherwise but 
ignorant and mentally blind; adding that Jacob Boehme 
had undoubtedly been spiritually wakened for the purpose 
of correcting those false Christians who believed merely 
in an external Christ without regard whether or not they 
had the Spirit of Christ within themselves. 

For the instruction of those who believe that the pre
sent may learn a lesson from the experience of the past, 
we must prominently mention the name of Johann George 
Gichtel, a pious man, and one of the greatest disciples of 
Boehme, a man of great insight and power. 

He was a deep thinker, leading a blameless life. In 
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1682 he republished Boehme's writings, and added to 
them many valuable engravings, with explanations, show
ing great profundity of thought and spiritual knowledge. 
By exposing the faults of the clergy, he made them his 
'~nemies. He wanted to reform them by force. Several 
times he was put into prison, and once he was even pub
licly exposed in the pillory in consequence of his sincerity. 
He established a society cl,llled the "Angelic Brothers," 
and in which every member was supposed to have actu-

f ally renounced the world and entered into a state of 
~ngelic perfection. These" Angelic Brothers" were to 
be free from all human imperfections, and so situated as 
not be pestered with terrestrial cares. They were sup
posed not to be inclined to marry, and not to do any 
manual labour; but to live in continual contemplation 
and prayer, and by penetrating to the centre of good to 
abolish all evil, so that the wrath of God might be extin
guished within the souls of all men, and universal love 
and harmony prevail everywhere. They were to depose 
the clergy, and in their place to be true priests, after 
the order of Melchisedec, taking upon themselves the 
Karma of all men and the sin of the world for expiation 
Il-nd redemption. Thus, this otherwise well-meaning man 
forgot that the organisation of an angelic brotherhood 
would require, above all, the acquisition of angels to con
stitute its membership. Such angels are not easily to be 
found, and if they were to be found, they would require 
no external organisation. Nevertheless, Gichtel's society, 
although being presumably neither angelic nor divinely 
wise, is said to have done a great deal of good, and Henke, 
a church histoJ;"ian, writes that they especially were tole
rant, and never condemned any person on account of his 
belief or opinions, and that they never boasted, but 
silently accomplished many good works. 

The followers of Jacob Boehme were not always left 
in peace. There will be theological and other bigots as 
long as 'ignorance exists in the world. Such persons, 
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incapable of understanding the spirit of Boehme's teach .. 
ings, imagined them to contain heresies, and, in 1689, 
Quirinus Kuhlmann, a follower of Boehme, was burned 
alive at the stake at Moscow, because he had been too 
free in expressing his opinions regarding the iniquities of 
the clergy of those times. 

All the arguments which the enemies of Jacob Boehme 
have ever put forward consist merely in the application 
of vile epithets, such as "Fool I Atheist! Swine I Shoe
pateher! Crank! Hypocrite!" and phrases such as the 
following :-

"Boehme's sect is truly devilish, and the vilest excre
ment of the devil; it has the father of lies for its origin ; 
the devil had possession of Boehme, and grunted out of 
his mouth." (Johann Trick.) 

"We have no desire to climb up the ladder of dreams 
created by Boehme. To do 80 would be to tempt God 
and lead us down to perdition." (DeUtsch.) 

"The writings of Jacob Boehme contain as many 
blasphemies as there are lines. They have a fearful 
odour of shoemaker's pitch and blacking." (Rickter.) 

"The shoemaker is the Antichrist." (Richter.) 
" We ask who deserves belief 1 The word of Christ 

or the prejudiced shoemaker with his dirt 1" (Richter.), 
"The Holy Ghost has anointed Christ with oil, but 

the villain of a shoemaker has been daubed over with 
dirt by the devil." (Richter.) 

" Christ spake about important things; but the shoe-
maker speaks about things that are vile." (Richter.) . 

"Christ taught publicly; but the shoemaker sits in a 
comer." (Richter.) , 

"Christ used to drink good wine; but shoemakers 
drink whisky." (Rev. Gregorius Richter.) 

The above will be sufficient as specimens of the theo
logical arguments of those times. However laughable 
they may appear at the present time, there was a serious 
aspect attached to them for J aeob Boehme and his suc-
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cessors. Hobius, of Hamburg, a follower of Boehme, had 
to leave the city for fear of being assassinated by the 
rabble, whose fury was excited against him by the 
bigoted parson, Rev. J. Frederic Mayer; and Abraham 
Hinkelman, from the same cause, died of grief; while 
Joh. Winkler, a theologian, who had refused to express a 
contempt for Jacob Boehme, was saved from his perse
cutors by the protection offered him by the king. 

On the other hand, there were many of the more en· 
lightened theologians who stood up in defence of Boehme 
and his doctrines; foremost of all John Winkler, John 
Mathaei, Frederick Brenkling and Spencer, and especially 
so Gottfried Arnold, the author of a history of churches 
and heretics. The wise can find wisdom in everything, 
even in the prattle of a child; but the fool sees his own 
image in everything, and therefore the great historian 
Mozhof (1688) sees in Jacob Boehme a saint and a. sage; 
while F. T. Adelung, who wrote a book on human folly, 

(

denounces him and Theophrastus Paracelsus as fools. 
The so-called "Rationalists," and the great bulk of the 
theologians, combined with each other to fight against 
that which they were unable to understand, while Johann 
Salomo Bamler, a self-thinking man and capable of 
entering into the spirit of Boehme, calls the writings of 
Boehme "a fountain of happiness and spiritual know-
ledge, from which everyone may drink without having 
the order of his external life disturbed ~ereby." 

Among those who were pre-eminently capable of grasp
ing Jacob Boehme's ideas, we will only mention the great 
theologian, Frederic Christop Oetinger, Pastor Oberlin and 
Louis Claude de St. Martin, the" Unknown philosopher," 
who translated some of his works into French. Many 
other persons, whose names are well known in history, 
and who had more or less penetrated to the fountain of 
truth, such as Henry J ung Stilling, Friederich von Har
denherg, Friederich von Schlegel, Novalis,Heinrich Jacobi, 
Schelling, Goethe, Franz Baader, Hegel, and many others 
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might be named; but all this proves nothing. The value 
of the truth cannot be made to depend on the recom
mendation or certificate of any person, however great an 
authority he may be; it is beyond all praise. The reason 
why men have so much difficulty in seeing the truth is 
because it is so simple that even a child can behold 
it; but the minds of the worldly-wise are complicated, 
and they seek for complexity in the truth. Let, there- ' 
fore, those who wish to enter the spirit of the doctrines 
of Jacob Boehme dismiss their.own prejudices, and open 
their eyes to the light: Those who are able to see it 
will see it; while to those whose eyes are closed the 
writings of Jacob Boehme will be a sealed book, and it 
will be advisable for them to learn first the lesson taught 
by terrestrial liCe before they attempt to judge about the 
mysteries of the life in the Spirit of God. 

From the fountain of the interior life in man springs '" 
that mysterious power to see and to feel the truth which 
is called "intuition." It is the power to perceive at 
once by the sense of touch and interior sight things that 
belong to the spirit. It is not the understanding, and 
there is no sense in speaking of the "reliability" or the 
" fallibility" of. the intuition; it is spiritual perception, l 
and as in outward life we must be able to see a thing, and , 
to feel it by means of the touch, before we can have any 
true knowledge about its external qualities, likewise in 
the contemplation of spiritual things we must be able 
interiorly to perceive the object of our investigation 
before we can understand what it is. 

The writings of Jacob Boehme are all in accord
ance with the statements contained in the Christian 
Bible, and this circumstance will at once prove to be 
an obstacle in the way of those who have .no un
derstanding for the internal meaning of the Bible 
accounts, and may frighten them away from giving any 
attention to his works. The Bible, which, in an external 
sense, was formerly credulously believed and accepted by 
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the pious and ignorant, is now universally ,disbelieved 
and laughed at by the" enlightened" portions of ration
alistic humanity; and very naturally so, because the 
rationalistic specimens of mankind are not enlightened 
enough to see the delicious fruit within the indigestible 
shell; they do not know that behind these tales, full of 
absurdity, there is hidden more wisdom than in all the 
philosophical books of the world. They know nothing 
about the inner life, the Soul-life of this world, and that 
the personalities, which are as dramatic actors introduced 
to us in the Bible, represent actual living and conscious 
powers, which mayor may not have become objectified 
and represented in terrestrial forms on the terrestrial 

• plane. If, departing from the pseudo-scientific stand
point, which regards the world as being made up of a 
conglomeration of self-existent, individual entities, we 
look at the world, and especially at our solar system, as 
being unity, indivisible in its essential nature, but mani
festing itself in a multitude of appearances and forms of 
life, the history of the Bible will cease to appear to us as 
the history of persons that lived in' olden times, and 
whose lives and adventures can have no serious interest 
for us at the present time; but the history of the evolu
tion as contained in the Bible will be understood to 
mean the history of the evolution of Man-i.e., .Adam, 
the king of the earth, whose body is as great as onr 

, solar system; the history of the universal Man, in whom 
we all exist; who has become material and degraded; 
but was again redeemed and spiritualised by the awakening 
within hini of the immortal life and light of the Christ. I When or at what time a descent of divine Logos took 
place is a question which may be left to the decision 
of the historian and theologian; to me it is sufficient to 
know that there is a divine element in humanity, by 
means of which humanity may be redeemed from mate
rialism and ignorance and be brought to realise again 
its originally divine state. Moreover, each human indi-
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yidual constitutes for itself a little world wherein are 
contained all the powers, principles, and essences that 
are said to exist in the great world, the solar system 
wherein we live. In each of these little worlds the 
great work of redemption which is described in the Bible 
as having taken place in the great world is continually 
going on. For ever the divine Spirit descends into the 
depths of matter within our corporeal being, and, by the 
power of light and love of Christ within the soul, over
comes the lurid fire of the wrathful will within for the 
purpose of re-establishing in man the divine image of 
God. For ever the Christ is born amidst the animal 
elements in the constitution of man, teaching the intel
lectual powers therein; crllcified on the cross, in the 
centre of the four elements, and resurrected in those who 
do not resist the process of their own regeneration, 
whereby they may attain life in the Christ. It is a 
process eternally repeating itself; but that in regard to 
our world it had a beginning in time, as it has a timely 
beginning in every individual being upon the earth, 
seems to be self-evident, for if "Adam had never fallen 
in sin "-that is to say, if the universal consciousness 
constituting the foundation of our solar system had never 
sunk into a material state-there would have been no 
occasion for redeeming it by awaking within it a con
sciousness of a higher kind; neither can it be supposed 
that the world is perfect now, and has always been and 
remained perfect, because we see that it is not perfect, 
and if it were so, the work of evolution would be useless 
and come to an end. 

This work of evolution and redemption is going on 
continually everywhere. Downwards shines the light of 
the sun. and upwards spring the fountains that come 
gushing from the womb of the earth. Thus the light of 
the Spirit comes from the sun of divine wisdom, the 
sacred Trinity of Will and Intelligence and its manifesta
tion; and from the depths of the human heart up-wells. 
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the light of love, overruling the arguments of the intel
lect that has been misguided by external appearances. 
The seed is put into the earth, not for the purpose of 
finding its final object in enjoying itself in the earth, but 
to gradually die and become transformed while it lives; 
to die as a seed, while developing into a plant, whose 
body is raised out of the dark earth into the light and 
air, and whose form bears no trace of the original form 
of the seed; nor has the seed been put into the ground 
to die and to rot before becoming a plant. Thus the 
spiritual regeneration of man is to be effected now, and 
while he lives in the body, and not after that body, which 
is necessary for such a transformation to take place, has 
died and is eaten up by worms or destroyed by fire. 

When the seed ceases to be a seed, it becomes a plant. 
When man, the medium between an intellectual animal 
and a god, ceases to be an animal, he becomes a god. 
This takes place when the universal God, the Christ, begins 
to live in him. Then the illusions end, and the interior 
truth becomes revealed. Not in books, nor in opinions, 
nor in the vagaries of metaphysical speculationsl but in 
the living Truth itself is the Light to be found. 

Thus prepared, we may take up the study of Boehme's 
docltrines. These doctrines all culminate in the one point 
that man should accomplish the will of God, and the 

uestion therefore arises, "What is the will of God?" 
To this Jacob Boehme answers: "We ourselves are 
God's will for evil and good. Whatsoever of these is 
manifested in us, we are that ourselves, whether it be in 
hell or in heaven." The life of man is a form of the 

\ divine will, and to do the will of God means, therefore, 
, to become godlike and divine, by trying to r('alise one's 
own highest ideal in thoughts, words, and deeds. " God 
must become man, and man must become God. Heaven 
must become one with the earth, and the earth must 
become a heaven, so that her will may become the will 
of heaven."-(Signature, x. 48.} To express this in other 
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wClrds, we maf say, " The universal will in its action in 
man must become diviue, so that man may become con
scious of being in possession of divine powers. Tbe 
earthly mind of man must have awakened within itself 
the divine light of the· spirit, so that a heayen may be 
created within the mind." The doctrines of Jacob Boehme, 
therefore, are not so much intended to teach us what we 
should know or what we should do, but they are to aid 
us to realise the all-important fact what we must be. 

He himself says in the introduction to one of his books 
as follows :-

"God-lO'/Jing reader! If it is your earnest and serious 
will and desire to devote yourself to that which is divine 
and eternal, the reading of this book will be very useful 
to you; but if you are not fully determined to enter the 
way of holiness, it would be better for you to let alone 
the sacred names of God, wherein His supreme sanctity 
is invoked, because the wrath of God may become 
ignited within your soul. This book is written only for 
those who desire to be sanctified and united with the 
Supreme Power from which they have originated. Such 
persons will understand the true meaning of the words 
contained therein, and they will also recognise the source 
from which these thoughts have come." 

One of the most enlightened critics of Jacob Boehme 
says, in regard to his book on divine mysteries:-

"This book is a treasure-box wherein all wisdom has 
been hidden from the eyes of the fool; but to the children 
of light it is always open. No one will clearly under
stand it unless he liaS the key necessary for that pur
pose, and that key is the Holy Ghost. He who is ill 
possession of that key will be able to open the door and 
to enter and see the mysteries of divinity, divine magic, 
angelic cabala, and natural philosophy. That key opens 
the door of divinity, and, like a lightning flash, it illu
minates the darkness of material conditions; for its 
imperishable spirit is contained within all things. The 
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Spirit alone can teach the soul of man from what depths 
the truths contained in this book have originated, for the 
purpose of glorifying the divinity in nature and man." 

And, again, he says :-
"The spicit of man is rooted in God; the soul of man 

in the angelic world. The spirit is divine, the sou] 
angelic. The body of man is rooted in the material 
plane; it is of an earthly nature. The pure body is a 
Salt; the soul a Fire j the spirit is Light. Spirit and 
soul have been eternally in God and breathed by God 
into a pure body. This pure body is a precious treasure 
hidden within the rock. It is contained in matter doomed 
to perish; but it is neither material nor mortal itself. 
It is the immortal body spoken of by St. Paul. These 
things are mysterious, sealed with the seal of the Spirit, 
and he who desires to know them must be in possession 
of the Spirit of God. It is this Spirit that illuminates 
those minds who are His own, and wherever it is to be 
found, there will the eagles-the souls and the spirits
collect. No animal man, living according to his sensual 
attractions and animal reasoning, will understand it; be
cause it is above the reach of the senses, and above the 
reach of the semi-animal intellect; it belongs to the holy 
mountain.of God, and the animal touching that mountain 
must die. Even the sanctified soul rising up to that 
mountain must bare her feet and leave behind that which 
is attached to her as a creature. She must forget her 
personality, and not know whether she is in or out of the 
body. God knows it. These things are sacred. They are 
written for children; to animals we have nothing to say." 

Let, then, the reader pray j not with his mout'll nor 
with mere word!!, but with his spirit-tha.t is to say, let 
him open his heart to the influence of the power of God, 
and by the power of the Divine Will rise up to that 
universal realm of Light from which Jacob Boehme re
ceived his illuminations. It is the realm of the living 
Word which was in the beginning, and by whose power 
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the world was created; the Christ that continually whis
pers consolation to the despairing and dying soul; the 
heart and centre of God, of which the material sun that 
fills our terrestrial world with light and life is merely a 
symbol, an outward representation. Then shall we see 
the internal world filled with a supernal and living light, 
incomparably superior to that of the physical world, and 
in that world we shall find God and the Christ and the 
holy Spirit of Truth revealed, together with all the angels 
and mysteries, truly and satisfactorily beyond the possi
bility of being disputed away; because we shall not then 
need to be taught by mere letters or words, but by the 
truth itself, and learn what it is, and not what it appeared 
to be to another, because we shall then ourselves be one 
with the Truth, and know it by the knowledge of self. 

In the year 1705 the saintly Gichtel wrote: "Who
ever in our time wishes to bring forth anything funda
mental and imperishable, must borrow it from Boehme. 
Boehme's writings are a gift of God, and, therefore, not 
every kind of reason can apprehend them; therefore, 
you must not be satisfied with mere reading and rational 
speculation, but beseech God to give you His Holy Spirit, 
that shall lead you into all truth." 

These prophetic words, quoted in Mrs. A.. J. Penny's 
excellent essay on the way how to study Jacob Boehme's 
writings, have been fully verified by the succeeding events; 
for every great philosopher that has come before the 
public since that time seems to have received his inspir
·ation from Boehme's books. Even the great A.rthur 
Schopenhauer, one of the most admired modern philo
sophers, whose works are praised by many who would 

. treat with contempt the works of Boehme, which they 
have never studied, was a follower of Boehme, and his 
writings are fundamentally nothing but an exposition of 
Boehme's doctrines from the point of view of Mr. Schopen
hauer, who misunderstood Boehme in many respects. 
Schopenhauer likewise says about Schelling's works:-
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"They are almost nothing except a- remodelling of 
Jacob Boehme's' Mysterium Magnum,' in which almost 
every sentence of Hegel's book is represented. But 
why are in Hegel's wl'itings the same figures and forms 
insupportable and ridiculous to me, which in Boehme's 
works fill me with admiration and awe? It is because 
in Boehme's writings the recognition of eternal truth 
speaks from every page, whilst Schelling takes from him 
what he is able to grasp. He uses the same figures of 
speech, but he evidently mistakes the shell for the fruit, 
or at least he does not know how to separate them from 
each other." (Handschriften, Nachlass, p. 261.) 

It would be too tedious to produce a collection of 
what the various modern philosophers in different nations 
have said about the. writings of Jacob Boehme; the only 

-way to form a correct estimate about him is to enter into 
his spirit and to see as he saw. We will, therefore, in 
conclusion, merely quote the words of Claude de Saint 
Martin: "I am not young, being now near my fiftieth 
year; nevertheless, I have begun to learn German merely 
for the purpose of reading this incomparable author." 
• • • • "I am not worthy to unloose the shoestrings of this 
wonderful man, whom I regard as the greatest light that 
has ever appeared upon the earth, second only to Him 
who was the Light itself." ••• "I advise you by all 
means to throw yourself in this abyss of knowledge 
of the profoundest of all truths." . . • "I find in his 
works such a profundity and exaltation of t)Iought, and 
such a simple and delicious nutriment, that I would con
sider it a waste of time to seek for such things in any 
other place." (Letters to Kirchberger.) 

If we once become acquainted with the writings o( 
Jacob Boehme, we shall be filled with surprise that not 
every lover of truth knows these books, and considers 
them his most valuable and useful treasure in spiritual 
literature. 
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.. Our whole doctrine is nothing elae but an instruction to show how man 
may oreate "kingdom of light within himself. • • • He in whom this 
"pring of divine power flows, carries within himself the divine imRge and the 
oele.tia! SUbstantiality. In him is Jesus born from the Virgin, and he will 
not die in eternity." (Siz PointB, vii. 33.) 

c 
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CHAPTER I. 

1 NTROD UCTION. 

" Science cannot abolish faith in the all-seeing God, without wonhipping 
in His place the blind intelleot." 

"The true faith i. that the Ipirit of the lOul enters with it. will ann 
desire into that whioh it doe. neither see nor feel." (Four aom"l~nII, 8S .• 

IT is self-evident that if we wish to attempt a contem
plation of that Which is divine and eternal, we must 
first of all not refuse to believe in the possibility that 
something divine and eternal exists or may reveal itself 
in the constitution of man. This spiritual principle in man ( 
is superior to the animal and reasoning man; superior 
to the material body, and superior to the arguing intellect; 
it does not need to reason and guess; it perceives and 
knows. Being superior to the intellect, it cannot be con
ceived intellectually; but it can be perceived by man if 
he rises above the animal and intellectual plane to the 
consciousness of his own divine spirit; or to express it in 
the language of Boehme, if he attains self-knowledge in 
Christ. The animal instincts in man belong to the animal 
nature in man, his intellectual faculties belong to his 
int~llectual nature, but that which is divine in him belongs 
to his God, his own true and real and permauent self. 

Merely theoretical speculation in regard to the things 
that belong to the Spirit in man is therefore entirely 
inadequate for their true understanding, and is not 
divine wisdom; it can only lead to the formation of 
theories and opinions about it, which mayor may not be 
true, but which do not constitute real knowledge, while 
true wisdom is the result . of . practical experience, 

3S 
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attainable in no other way than by entering the divine 
state. In other \fords, it is the knowledge by which 
God in "man" knows His own self. 

Most surely the attainment of this divIne state is 
not the result of fancy's flights, of pious dreaming, or 
of allowing the imagination to run away with one's selt'. 
There is nothing more positive, real, and practical than 
the consciousness of being a man, and to find one's centre 
of gravity in the dignity which arises from true manhood; 
01' in" other words, from the knowledge of being a living 
temple wherein resides the power of one's own immortal 
self. 

Every state of knowledge has its uses in the sphere to 
which it belongs and not to any other. Jacob Boehme 

'says:-
" I do not say that man should not investigate natural 

sciences, and gain experience in regard to external things. 
Such a study is certainly useful to him; but man's own 
reasoning should not be the basis of his knowledge. Man 
should not have his conduct guided merely by the light 
of external reasoning, but he should, with all his reason
Ing and with his whole being, bow in deep humiiity 
before God." (OalmneSs, i. 35.) • 

As long as a man does not recognic;e the existence of 
a divine principle within his own self, it will be of little 
use for him to philosophise and speculate about the attri
butes of the Divinity in the universe; he cannot know 
the Holy Ghost as long as the Spirit of Holiness is not 
active within himself. 

" Natural man knows nothing about tIle mystery of 
the kingdom of God, because he is outside and not within 
the state of divinity, as is daily proved by the action of 
the philosophisers who are disputing about the attributes 
and the will of God, and who nevertheless do not know 
God, because they do not listen to the word of God 
within their own souls." (Letters, xxxv. 5.) 
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External man judges according to his external reason
ing. Man, depending entirely on his external perceptions, 
and having neither belief nor confidence in anything 
except what he sees with his bodily eyes, knows only that 
which he sees with those eyes, and is' not aware that 
there is anything superior to that. 

"When external reason beholds the things of this 
world, and how misfortunes befall the pious as well as 
the godless, and that all things are doomed to death and 
destruction-if it moreover perceives that there seems to 
be none to save the virtuous from trouble and grief, but 
that be, like the wicked, sorrowfully enters the valley of 
death, then man's reason tbinks that all things are due to 
hap-hazard, and that there is no God to take care of 
those that are suffering." (Oontemplation, i. I.) 

If there is no proof of the existence of a benevolent 
God to be found within the world of phenomena, there is 
likewise no divine self-knowledge to be obtained by the 
superficial reading of Holy Writ, nor by an external study 
of the Bible, or conceiving of its contents from a merely 
historical point of view. Neither will listening to ser
IDons be productive of self-knowledge, if he who preaches 
or he who listens ·has not the living Spirit of Truth 
within himself. 

"All those who desire to speak of or teach divine 
mysteries ought to be in possession of the Spirit of God. 
Man should recognise within himself the divine light of 
the truth, and ill that light the things which he desires 
to represent as beiRg true. He should never be without 
such a divine self-knowledge, and not make the force of 
his arguments to depend merely on external reasonings 
or literal interpretations of the Bible." (Menscltwerdung, 
i. I, 3.) 

"What would it benefit me if I were continUally 
quoting the Bible, and knew the whole book by heart, 
but did not know the Spirit that inspired the holy men 
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who wrote that book, nor the source from which they 
received their knowledge? How can I expect to under
stand them in truth, if I have not the same spirit as 
they?" (Tilk. ii. 55.) 

Spiritual truths are al>ove and beyond intellectual 
reasoning, and can, therefore, not be intellectually 'ex
plained. They can at best be represented by allegories 
and pictures such as may induce men to give way to 
exalted thoughts, and thus to acquire a higher state of 
perceptioB. 

"The children of God spake as they were made to 
speak by the Holy Spirit. Therefore their words remain 
a mystery to the men of earth; and even if the latter 
imagine that they understand them, nevertheless they 
see only the external meaning." (Letters, xi. 40.) 

" In all things received by mere hearsay, without .. self
perception, there still remains a doubt as to whether that 
which one has heard is actually true; but that which is 
seen by the eye and understood by the heart carries con
viction with it." (Three Principles, x. 26.) 

It should never be forgotten that speculative philo
sophy and theosophy are two entirely different, if not 
opposite things, and those wbo clamour for intellectual 
explanations of spiritual truths that are. beyond intel
lectual reasoning have an entirely wrong conception of 
.the meaniIlg of the term " Theosophy." 

" The true understanding must come from the interior 
fountain and enter the mind from the living Word of 
God within the soul. Unless this takes place, all teach
ing about divine things is useless and worthless." 
(Letters, xxxv. 7.) 

"I do not wish to divert men from the Word as it is 
written and taugbt; but my writings are intended to 
lead them from a merely historical belief to a living 
faith, even to Jesus Christ (the Light and Truth) Him
self. All preaching and teaching is in vain if it is mere 
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the preacher or 
Christ Himself 
that teach and 

39 

not the power of 
the Word actE4 

that listen. 

By studying a book we may at best imagine what the 
author believed; but such an imaginary knowledge is not 
self - knowledge. Real spiritual knowledge comes only 
from the awakening of the spirit. 

" I am not collecting my knowledge from letters and -
have it within self; becausn 

narth with all and more" 
297.) 

man is not visible physical 
form of his material body; his spiritual substance extends 
as far as the stars. ~ His true self is the Spirit of God, ' 
wherein are existing all worlds. 

"The spirit of man has not merely come from the 
stars and the elements, but there is hidden within him 
a spark of the light and the TJower of God. It is not 

self. 

Moses (Genesi:~ GGd created mao 
image. To be created He 

Preface, 96~) 
Spirit, once 

all things 

" The soul searches into the Godhead, and also into 
the depths of nature; for she has her fountain and origin 
in the whole of the divine Being." (Aurora, Preface, 
98.) 

Preface, 

wherefrom it 
penetrates and 

wherein she 

near is God to Iti evertheless, nG 
thing can comprehend Him unless it be tranquil and sur
renders to Him its own self-will. If this is accomplished, 
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then will God be acting through the instrumentality of 
everything, like the stin that acts throughout the whole 
world." (Mystery, 45.) 

.. Why is it that we cannot see God? This world and 
the devil (perverted good) within the wrath of God are 
the cause that we cannot see with the eyes of God. 
There is no other impediment. If anyone says,' I can 
see nothing divine,' let him understand that flesh and 
blood and the craftiness of the devil (perverted desires) 
are to him an obstacle Qild an impediment. If he were 
to enter the new life, if he were to step below the cross 
of Christ, he would then be sure to see the Father and 
his Redeemer the Christ, and also the Holy Ghost." (Men-

hwerdung, ii. 7.) 
Let those would-be philosophers who reject God and 

that which is divine remember that there can be no 
divine wisdom without something divine, and that man 
can become divine in no other way than through the 
power of Divinity • 

.. There is no spark of divine life in him who is with
out God. For this it is not God who is to blame, but 
the person himself. Such persons have themselves, and 
by their own will,. entered into that state, and have 
themselves drowned their higher consciousness, while the 
precious jewel, although unknown to them, is still hidden 
within the. centre. Let them, therefore, again go out with 
their will from their wilful ignorance or malignity and 
enter again into the will of God." (Menschwerdung, 3, 
5·) 

All this goes to show that it is useless and vain to 
seek for divine wisdom, meaning a true realisation of 
eternal truth in outward things, in external observations, 
in the reading of books, or in the sayings of the sages, 
if we do not recognise the truth that exists within our 
own self. .All dependence placed upon external things 
and persons or gods outside of our own true self, is 
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merely idol-worship and deceptive if we do not recognise 
the God that exists within ourselves. The words, "Thou 
shalt worship no strange gods or idols, but have only 
one· God," mean, Thou shalt have faith and confidence 
and trust in no other God than in the one whose temple 
you are, and who resides within your own self. 

" God," according to Boehme, is "the will of eternal 
wisdom." To become strong in God is to become strong 
in that will which renders one wise. This is the true 
faith, of which Boehme says thaW' it is not merely a cer
tain method. of thinking, or a belief in certain historical 
occurrences, but the receiving of the spirit and the power 
of Christ within one's self." (Letters, xlvi 39.) 

"This light and this power of Christ arises in HiS) 
children within their interior foundation, and illumines 
the whole of their life. Within that foundation is the 
kingdom of God in man." (Communion, v. 18.) , 

But what is it that prevents man from recognising God 
within his own self? . What hinders him from seeing 
the light of the truth, and hearing the voice of the Divin-

• ity? To this Jacob Boehme answers, "Thy own hear
ing, willing, and seeing prevents thee from seeing and 
hearing God. By the exercise of your own will yOI\ 
separate yourself from the will of God, and by the exer
cise of your own seeing you see only within your own 
desires, while your desiring obstructs your sense of hear
ing by closing your ears with that which belongs to 
terrestrial and material things. It overshadows 'you so 
that you cannot see that which is beyond your own 
human nature and supersensual. But if you keep quiet, 
and desist from thinking and feeling with your own 
personal selfhood, then will the eternal hearing, seeing, 
and speaking become revealed to you, and God will see 
and hear and perceive through you."-(Supersensudl Life, 
1-5·) 

Here it may be, asked by some, "Is it then necessary 
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• for us, if we want to attain divine wisdom, that we should 
sit down, and think, and feel, and do nothing at all?" 
Those who ask such a question do not realise that, as 
there is a region below all feeling and thought, in which 
man resembles an animal, if not a cOl'pse, there is also 
another state, beyond all speculative thought, a state 
of divine being. Not a state in which man imagines 
himself to be divine, but a condition in which the will 
of man, having stripped off all that is earthly, becomes 
divine and absorbed in_e self-consciousness of divinity. 

"The only true way hy which God may be perceived 
in His word, His essence, and His will, is that man arrives 
at the state of unity with himself, and that-not merely 
in his imagination, but in his will-he should leave every
thing. that is his personal self, or . that belongs to that 
self, money and goods, father and mother, brother and 
sister, wife and child, body and life, and that his own 
self should become as nothing to him. He must sur
render everything and become poorer than a bird in the 
air that owns a nest. Man must have no nest for his 
heart in this world. Not that a person should run away 
from his home, and desert his wife, child, or relatives, 
commit suicide, or throwaway his property, so that he 
may not be therein corporeally; but he should kill ,and 
annihilate his self-will, the will that claims all these things 
as its possessions. He should surrender all this to his 
Creator, and say with the full consent of his heart, Lord, 
all is Thine! I am unworthy to govern it, but as You 
have placed me therein, I shall db my duty by sUlTender
ing my will wholly and entirely to You. Act through me 
in what manner You will, so that Thy will shall be done 
in all things, and that all that I am called upon to do 
may be done for the benefit of my brothers, to whom I 
am serving according to Thy command. He who enters 
into such a state of supreme resignation enters into divine 
union with Christ, so that he sees God Himself. He 
speaks with God and God speaks with him, and he thus 
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knows what is the Word. the Essence. and the Will of 
-God." (M1Jsterium, xli. 54-63.) . 

"Follow my advice, and leave off your difficult seeking 
for the knowledge of God by means of your selfish_.'!ill 
and reasoning; throwaway that imaginary reason, which 
your mortal self thinks to possess, and your will shall 
then be the will of God. If He finds His will to be 
your will in His, then will His will become manifest in 
your will as in His own property. He is All, and what
ever you wish to know in the .Ail is in Him. There is 
nothing hidden before Him, and you will see in His own 
light." (Forty Questions, i. 36.) 

"All of one's own seeking and investigating of divine 
mysteries in a spirit of selfishness is useless and vain. 
The s~f-willcannot comprehend anything of God, because 
that will is not in God but external to Him. The will 
i~-ii state of divine tranquillity comprehends the divine, 
because it is an instrument of the Spirit, and it is the 
s'pirit wherein the will is tranquil that has the faculty 
of such a comprehension. There are many things, Ull

"doubtedly, that may be. investigated and learned and 
comprehended in a spirit of selfishness, but the concep
tion thus formed by the mind is merely an external ap
pearance, and there is no understanding of the essential 
·foundation." (Signature 15, 33.) 

To express the above in other words. we might say 
that the selfish will of man, being limited, cannot con
£6iv~ the llDivers~l will of God; it must give uP-. i~ 
selfishness and limitation, to become one in the Spirit 01. 
God and understand its own self. Neither can the se1£
will know even a part of God, because God is one and a 
Unity, and cannot be conceived in parts. 

" The will should strive after or desire nothing but tIle 
mercy of God in the Christ; it should continually enter 
into the love of God, and not permit anything whatever 
to tum it away from that ohject. . If external reason 
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triumphs and says, 'I have the true knowledge,' then 
should the will make that carnal reason bow down to 
the earth, and cause it to enter into the highest. state of 
humility, and always repeat to it the words, 'You are 
foolish. You have nothing whatever except the mercy 
of God.' Into that mercy you must seek to penetrate 
and to become entirely nothing within yourself, and 'step 
out of aU of your own selfish knowing and desiring, 
regarding it as an entirely impotent thing. Then will 
the natural self-will enter into a state of helplessness, 

• a~d the Holy Spirit of God will take a living for~ll 
within yourself and ignite the soul with its flame of 
divine love. Thus the high knowledge and the science 
of the Centre of all being will arise and appear. The 
human self hood will then follow in its perceptions the 
Spirit of God, tremblingly and in the joy of humility, 
and become able to see \vhat is contained in time all.<lin 
eternity. Everything is near ·to a soul in that state, for 
the soul is then no longer her own property, but au 
instrument of God. In· such a state of calmness and 
humility should the soul then remain, like a fountain 
remains at its own origin, and she should without ceasing 
draw and drink from that well, and nevermore desire to 
leave the way of God." (Calmness, i. 24.) 

As the worm, crawling in the dust of the earth, can
not. rise like the eagle above the clouds, so the se1£
willing thought of man, wandering. in the labyrinth of 
conflicting opinions, does not enter the realm of eternal 
truth. But when man attains freedom by giving up 
self-will and selfish desires~or, to express it in other 
words, when by means of the Christ (eternal Light and 
Truth) he arrives at that state of oneness (lI.t-one-ment) 
with God, which renders his soul godlike and di}rine, he 
then also receives in the Christ a true and essential 
know ledge of God and of Nature. 

"As soon as the newly-regenerated man becomes 
manifest, will he attain real knowl~dge. As the 
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external man sees the external world, likewise the re
generated man sees the divine world wherein he dwells." 
(Letters, xxvii. 3.) 

. This spiritual world, wherein the regenerated ones 
consciously live, is not an imaginary or illusive world, 
but perfectly real j neither has it anything in common 
with the vulgar conceptions of heaven, which are merely 
the products of fancy. 

" It is to be regretted that men are led so blindly by 
those that are bliud, and that the truth is stopped from 
manifesting itself to us in its glory and purity by our 
concep~ions of external pictures and forms j for when the 
divine power in aU its splendour becomes manifest and 
active within the interior foundation of the soul to such 
a degree that man earnestly desires to depart from his 
godless ways and to sacrifice his whole being to God, 
then will the whole of the triune Deity be present within • 
the life and the will of the soul, and the heaven, wherein 
God resides, will be open to her." (Jlystery, Ix. 43.) 

This is the only way in which a knowledge of God 
can be attained, and there is no other way. 

" Christ says: The Son of Man does nothing except 
what he sees that the Father is doing. If the Son of 
Man has become our body and His spirit our own, shall 
we then not be able to know God? If we live in the 
Christ the Spirit of Christ will see through us and in us 
whatever it desires, and that which the Chtjst desires we 
will see and know in Him. The world of the angels is 
easier and more ciearly comprehensible to the regenerated 
man than the terrestrial world. He also sees into 
lleaven, and beholds God and eternity." (Menschwerdung, 
ii. 7, 3·) 

.. Our seeing and knowing is in God. . He reveals to ' 
every one in this world as much as He wills, and as much 
as He knows will be useful to him. We are not in pos
session of our own selves .. We know nothing of God. 
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God Himself is our knowing and seeing. We are nothing,' 
so that He may be All in us. We should be blind and 
deaf and mute, and know nothing and know of no life 
of our own, so that He may be our life and our soul, 
and tha~ur work may be His." (Mensckwerdttng, ii. 
7,9,) . 

Seen in this true light, how foolish appear the prac
tices of those who seek to obtain· spiritual power and 
greatness by their speculations and mental efforts, without 
the light of God. It is well known that the light of the 
sun does not shine upon the earth because we desire it to 
shine, neither can we attract the sunlight to us. All we 
do is to step out of the darkness, or climb to the top of 
tbe mountain which rises above the clouds. Likewise 
the sunlight of divine wisdom does not euter the mind 
because the mind wills it to enter; but if our soul rises 
up to the mountain of the true faith, whose top reaches 
above the clouds of £ear and superstition, and idle specu
lations and conflicting opinions, then will that light come 
to us by its own sweet grace, and without any merit or 
effort on our part to attract it. 

The low cannot produce the high; neither can anything 
give birth to something higher than that which it con
tains. Neither animal nor reasoning man can create 
God, but the lily-bud of divinity unfolds itself in man by 

, its own power. The di~ne man creates bimself outside of 
man's willing. He is a god, and therefore self-created 
and self-existent; he does neither grow greater nor lesser; 
he is what he is; all that he requires is the conditions 
necessary for his revealing himself, and this condition is 
a pure will and a miud undisturbed by passions and idle 
thoughts, a heart full of calmness and peace. 

Few indeed are the persons capable of entering into 
such a state of humility that divine and eternal truth 
can manifest itself in them without being distorted by 
selfish thoughts and desires •. Not tbat not all human 

Digitized by Coogle 



INTRODUCTION. 47 

beings have not within themselves the inherent capacity: 
for seeing the divine image that exists within themselves j' 
but the truth is so simple and uncomplicated that it 
will not be accepted by those whose ways are com
plicated, and who therefore seek for complexity every-' 
where. 

Jacob Boehme was of a siml'le and unsophisticated 
nature. Having received but little external education, 
there was not for him the necessity of unlearning in grafted 
errors, and erasing misconceptions and acquired prejudices. 
from his mind. Leading a pure life, his soul was like a 
clear mirror, in which he could perceive the image of the 
Godhead reflected therein, and his mind was like an 
unsoiled page, whereon the word of truth was plainly 
written. Nevertheless he, like all other persons similarly 
situated, had to overcome a certain amount of illusion 
arising from external observation, and from the reflec
tions of the generally prevailing ideas within his own 
mind. He says :-

"Before I knew that which I deeply know now, I, like 
others, thought that tIl ere was no other true heaven than 
that which as a blue circle encloses the world high above 
the stars; thinking that God had a separate existence 
therein, and that He was ruling this world by means of: 
His Holy Spirit. But after I had met with many a ha)'d 
obstacle in following out this theory, I fell into a state 
of deep melancholy and grief in beholding the great 
depth of this world, the sun and the stars, the clouds, 
rain and snow, and in fact the whole of creation. I com
pared all that with the little speck called ' man: and how 
insignificant he is before God, if compared with this great 
work of heaven and earth,1 Finding, moreover, that there 
is good and evil in all things, in the elements as well as 

1 At that time Boehme, like other persona, mistook bis terrestrial 
personality for his real self, because he had not yet learned to know 
the God' within his own heart, and therefore he felt the insignificanect 
of the former, if compared with the grandeur of the univeraal power o£ 
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in creatures, and that in this world the wicked meets 
with the same fate as the pious, having good and ill luck; 
furthermore, that barbarous people' occupy the best coun
tries of the world, and are more favoured by fortune than 
those that are pious, I became very melancholy and 
dPjected, and could find no consolation ill Holy Writ, 
although I knew the Bible from beginning to the end. 
Perhaps it may be that the devil played a part. in all that, 
for I often had heathenish thoughts, of which I will, how
ever, say nothing at present.1 

"When my spirit, full of sorrow, earnestly, and as if 
moving in a great storm, arose in God, calTying with it 
my whole heart and mind, with all my th0l!ghts and 
with the whole of my will, and when I would not cease 
to wrestle 'with the love and mercy of God unless His 
blessing descended upon ,me-that is to say, unless He 
illumiI}ed .!IlY mind with His Holy Spirit, so that I could 
u,nderstand His will and get rid of l!ly-.~orrow-, then the 
lig~t of the Spirit broke through the clouds. ' While in 
my ze8J. I powerfully stormed against the portals of hell, 
as if I had more strength than was in my posljlession, and 

,willing to risk even my life (all of which 'would have 
been impossible to me without the aid -of God) ; then 
after some hard fights with the powers of darkness, my 
spirit broke through the doors of hell, and penetrated even 
into the innermost essence of the newly-born Divinity, 
w.here it was received with great love, such' as is offered 
by !J. bridegroom welcoming his beloved bride. 

"No words can express the great joy and triumph 
which I then experienced, neither can I compare this 
gladness to anything except to a state in which life is 

God manifested in nature, until at hu.t he awoke to a realisation of the 
fact that the universal God and the God within his heart were one, and 
that his own personality WAS merely one of millions of similar instruments' 
or organisms through which God is manifesting His power. 

1 The .. devil" and the "powers of darkness" are the perverted fiery 
• will, with his evil productions, originating from Lucifer,' the " Dkyaft· 

CkMaft " of evil; the greatest angel before he fell. 
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born in the midst of death, or with a resurrection of the 
dead. While in that state, my spirit immediately saw 
through everything, and recognised God in all things, 
even in herbs and grasses, and it knew what is God and 
what is His will. Then very soon my will grew in this 
light, and received a strong impulse to describe the 
divine state." (.Aurora, xix. 4.) 1 

Truly, none can enter the kingdom o,f heaven (mean
ing spiritual self-knowledge and unspeakable joy) than 
he who is reborn in the Spirit; but no one can be reborn 
unless he dies entirely to all sense of self-will, and he ..J 

then ceases to be a person and becomes pure joy, pure 
lcnowledge itself. 

If this truth is once realised, if it is known that a 
limited personality, subject to the conditions of time and 
space, cannot embrace infinite wisdom and joy, then it 
llppears self-evident that all the attempts for the attain
ment of divine wisdom, as long as one clings to self, must 
necessarily be unsuccessful. In fact no one should seek 
for spiritual knowledge for the purpose of rendering him
self knowing and wise, but he should strive after dying 
within the Christ--that is to say, to become entirely one 
with divine truth, so that it is not any longer" he" who .A 

lives, but the truth living in him. He should not wish 
to become celebrated or renowned or self-satisfied, but 
rather pray that his knowledge should be taken away 
from him, unless it would lead to the glorification of 
God in him. In short, he should not wish to beCQme 
anything, but he should be all knowledge, all joy, wisdom, 
and glory itself. Boehme says--

"I have never desired to know anything about divine 
2l)ysterie.s, neither did I understand. how I might seek or 
find them. I sought for nothing except the heart of 

I 
1 ." Rejoice and be glad, and praise tbe Lord. above all ; for His name 

ariaea in glory above all the mountains and hilla. It grows up like a sprout 
and performs great miracles. Who will hinder it 1" (.Apologia.) j 

D 
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Jesus Christ (the centre of truth), wherein I might hide 
myself and find protection from the fearful wra~h of 
God, and I asked God earnestly for His Holy Spirit and 
mercy, that He might bless and conduct me, and take 
away from me all that could avert me from Him, So that 
I might not live in my own will but in His. While' 
engaged in such an earnest seeking and desiring, the 
door was opened to me, so that in one quarter of an hour 
I saw and learned more than if I had studied for many 
years at the universities." (Letters, xii. 6, 7.) , 

"I am not a master of literature nor of arts, such as 
belong to this world, but a foolish and simple-minded 
man. I have never desired to learn any sciences, but 
from early youth I strove after the salvation of my soul, 
and thought how I might inherit or possess the kingdom 
of heaven. Finding within myself a powerful contrarium., 
namely, the desires that belong to the flesh and blood, I 
began to fight a hard battle I\olYRinst my corrupted nature. 
and with the aid of God, I made up my mind to, over
come the inherited evil will,. to break it, and to enter 
wholly into the love of God in the Christ. I therefore 
then and there resolved to regard myseif as one dead in 
my inherited form, until the Spirit of God would take 
form in me, so that in and through Him I might conduct 
my life. This, however, was not possible for me to ac
complish, but I stood firmly by my earnest resolution, 
and fought a hard battle with myself. Now while I was 
wrestling and battling, being aided by God, a wonderful 
light arose within my soul. It was a light entirely 
foreign to my unruly nature, but in it I recognised the 
true nature of God and man, and the relation existing 
between them, °a thing which heretofore I had never 
understood, and for which I would neYer have sought.'· 
(Tilk. 20-26.) 

"' The realisation of the truth that we are nothing, but 
that' G:od is all, constitutes the beginning of the true. 
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faith, which forms the basis of tl'Ue knowledge and the 
first step on the road to spiritual unfoldment. 

To wish, to will, to desire, to know, to do nothing ex .. 
cept 'what God desir-es, wills, wishes, knows, or does in 
and through man is true resignation; it is the deepest 
humility for the carnal mind, while at the same time it is 
the glorification of God in man, and therefore the highest 
attainable state. 

"I am oontinually waiting for my Redeemer, willing 
to submit myself entirely to Him, whatever He may do. 
If He wants me to know a certain thing, then do I want 
to know it; but if He does not, then am I not desirous 
of knowing it. In Him I have put my will, my know
ledge, my science, my desiring and doing." (Letters, viii. 
60.) 

"Hundt'ells of times have I prayed to God, begging 
Him to take away from me all knowledge, if it did not 
serve for His glorification and for the amelioration of the 
condition of my brothers, and that He should only retain 
me within His love. But the more I prayed the. more 
the internal fire within myself became ignited, and in 
such a state of ignition did I execute my writings." 
(Letters, xii. 60.) 

This interior· illumination of the mind by the light of • 
eternal Truth alone, and not any other state or condition, 
is that which constitutes the true theosophy. Therefore 
true theosophy does not consist in intellectual learning 
of any kind, nor in morality, nor in being pious or. virtu
ous, nor in belonging to any Church or society, nor in 
humanitarianism, or in anything that can be accomplished 
by man. but theosophy is the self-knowledge of .God in 
man, the illumination of the mind by the light of th~ 
Christ, the eternal Truth itself. Such theosophy is not 
.as some' have claimed, "a branch of theology," nor any 
system of thought, nor a certain school, in which here
tofore unknown secrets are divulged, but it is di'IJin.e 
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wisdom itself, without any other qualification. It is be
yond all merely human conception, inconceivable to the 
reasoning intellect, and can therefore not be explained. 
It is itself the most secret thing, which can be known 
by no one except by him who has experienced it; neither 
do those that live entirely within the realm of animality, 
or within that of the sp~culating intellect, believe that 
such a state is possible, and in fact it is unattainable for 
any person; because he who enters into it, ceases to be 
a person, except in regard to his external appearance and 
form-that is to say, all sense of personality is lost to 
him, and has ceased to exist in the field of his inner 
consciousness. 
. It is therefore unnecessary to repeat that this state can
not be entered by the exercise of the self-will of animal 
man; neither can it be produced by him by means of 
any intellectual study; nor is it dependent on his social 
condition, or education, profession, or external qualifica
tions in life, but it comes to man solely and alone by the 
mercy and grace 01 God. It means the presence of the 
divine light, and that presence depends on nothing else 
'than on that presence itself. Boehme says-

"It pleases the Supreme to reveal His secrets by 
means of the foolish, who are looked upon by the world 
as being nothirig; so that it may be seen· that their 
knowledge does not come from these fools, but from Him. 
Therefore I ask you to regard my writings as being those 
of a child in which the Supreme has manifested His 
power. There is in them so much, that no kind or 
amount of argumentation and reasoning can comprehend 
or grasp it; but to those that are illumined by the 
Spirit their understanding is easy and merely child's 
play." (Letters, xv. 10.) 

"The understanding is born of God. It is not the 
product of the schools in which human science is taught • 
.r do not treat intellectual learning with contempt, and 
:if I had obtainell a more elaborate education, tt would 
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surely have been an advantage to me, while my mind 
received the divine gift; but it pleases God to turn the 
wisdom of this world into foolishness, and to give His 
strength to the weak, so that all may bow down before 
Him." (Forty Questions, xxxvii. 20.) 

The reasoning intellect has nothing to do with origi
nating perceptions, but is used for the purpose of bringing 

, the ideas received from the clear perception of truth into 
a requisite form; and as the mind is then in a higher than 
the normal condition, it often happens that on returning 
to the lower state it does not understand, and perhaps 
not even remember, the ideas which it expressed during 
that time. 

"I say it before God, and testify before His judgment- ,,. 
seat, where everything must appear, that I in my human 
self do not know what I shall have to write; but Whenever) 
I am writing the Spirit dictates to me what to write, and 
shows me all in such a wonderful clearness, that I often 
do not know whether or not I am with my consciousness 
in this world. The more I seek the more I find, and I 
am continually penetrating deeper; so that it often seems 
to me as if my sinful person were too low and too un
worthy for the reception of knowledge of such high and 
exalted mysteries; but in such moments the Spirit un
folds His banner and says to me, • Behold! in this shalt 
thou live eternally, and be crowned therewith. Why art 
thou terrified?'" (Letters, ii. 10.) 

II I might sometimes perhaps write more elegantly, and 
in a better style, but the fire burning within me is driving 
me on. My hand and my pen must then seek to follow ) 
the thoughts as well as they can. The inspiration comes 
like a shower of rain. That which I catch): have. If 
it were possible to grasp and describe all that I perceive, 
then would my writings be more explicit." (Letters, 
x·45·) 
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From this it appears that truly inspired writings are 
quite different from those produced by ordinary medium
ship; because in the former instance the seer perceives 
the truths which he is to express, while in the latter case 
the medium is either an unconscious machine, or feels an 
inspiration without knowing the nature of the source from 
which that inspiration comes. 

It is also not to be supposed that any person, as long 
'8.S he inhabits a physical body, and is to a. certain ex
tent dependent on external conditions, should be at all 
times in that superior spiritual state necessary to realise 
fully the eternal glory of the kingdom of God; but that 
there must necessarily be a. return of the lower state of 
consciousness. Boehme says-

.. .As the lightning-Bash arises 'within the centre, nnd 
disappears again in a moment, so it is with the soul. 
When during her battle she penetrates through the clouds, 
she sees the Godhead like a flash of light; but the clouds 
of sin soon gather again al'ound her and cover her sight." 
(.Aurora, xi. 76.) 

.. The soul has her origin partly from nature and 
partly from God. There is good and evil in nature; 
and man, by means of his sinful tendencies, has become 
subject to that which is fiery in nature, so that his soul 
'becomes daily and hourly spotted with sin. Therefore 
the power of the soul to recognise eternal truth is not 
perfect." (Aurora, Preface, 100.) 

.. .As long as God watches over me with His protecting 
hand, I understand that which I have written; but when
ever He becomes hidden before me, I then no longer 
recognise my own work, and this proves to me the im
possibility .of penetrating into the mysteries of God 
unless by the aid of His Spirit."- (Letic1's, x. 29.) 

If the camaI mind cannot understand .the language of 
the Spirit, how then could that· mind arrive at a true 
recognition of the truth by its own reasoning, that reason-
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log leading at best only to an opinion of w liat the truth 
cannot be, but not to a perception of what it is? Those 
who wish to understand such writings must enter into 
the spirit of the author. Mere reasoning wiU not .eerve 
the purpose. 

" These writings transcend the horizon of intellectual 
reasoning, and their interior meaning cannot be grasped 
by speculation and argumentation; but it requires the 
mind to be in a godlike state, and. illumined by the 
Spirit of Truth." (Letters, xviii. 9.) 1 

" If anyone desires to follow me in the s.cienoo of the 
things whereof I write, let him follow rather the flights 
of my soul than those of my pen." (Three P1'i1~ciples, 
xxiv. 2.) 

This flight into the regions of eternal freedom is im
possible for him who is bound by the chains that are 
forged by the illusion of cc self," and is therefo~ un
attainable to those who seek for a knowledge of God 
with the object of gratifying their curiosity, or with any 
other selfish object in view. 

"Above all, examine yourself for what purpose yoa 
desire to know the mysteries of God, and whether you 
are prepared to employ that which will be received for 
the glorification of God and to the benefit of your neigh .. 
bour. Are you ready to die entirely" to your own. selfish 
'and earthly will, and do YOll earnestly desire to become 
one with the Spirit? He who has no such high 'pur
poses, and merely se'eks for knowledge for the gratification 
of self, or that he may be looked upon as something great 
by the world, is not fit to receive such knowledge." 
(Ola'Ois, ii. 3.) 

. 1'" If you once understand the true meatting of what I have written, you 
will tlien be released frb\h the confUIlt of opiniolJs loud possess self.know~ 
ledge; but, as a matter of course, this is not to be accomplished by the 
mere reading of the letters, but by the living power 01 the Spirit of 
Christ. II (Apologia.) 
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Neither is such a state attained without a hard fight 
against the powers of darkness. 

"If anyone desires to follow me, let him not be 
intoxicated by terrestrial thoughts and desires, but 
girded with the sword of the Spirit, because he will 
have to descend into a terrible depth, even into the midst 
of the kingdom of hell. It indeed requires hard labour 
to fight with the devil between heaven and hell, as he 
is a powerful lord. During such battles I have often 
made many bitter experiences, which filled my heart 
with sorrow. Often the sun has disappeared from my 
sight, but then he rose again, and the oftener the sunset 
occurred, the more beautiful, clear, and magnificent was 
the sunrise." (Aurora, xiii. 20.) 

He who desires nothing for himself, to him every
thing shall be given. The infinite cannot be made 
to contract, to be comprehended by the finite mind of 
man; but let the mind of man expand by the power of 
the Spirit, and become conscious of its infinity, and it 
will then conceive of infinite truth . 

. " Spiritual knowledge cannot be communicated from 
one intellect to another, but must be sought for in -the 
Spirit of God. Truly theosophical writings will even 
to the intellect convey here and there a ray of recogni
tion; but if the reader is found worthy by God to have 
the divine light kindled within his own soul, then will 
the inexpressible words of God be heard by him." 
(Letters, Iv. 8.) 

"He who reads these writings and cannot understand 
them, should not throw them aside, imagining that they 
can never be understood. He should seek to change his 
will, and elevate his soul to God,asking Him for grace 
and understanding, and then read again. He will then 
perceive more truth than he did before, until at last the 
power of God will manifest itself in him, and he will be 
drawn down into the depths, into the supernatural foun-
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dation-that is to say, into the eternal unity of God • 
Then will he hear actual but inexpressible words of God. 
which will conduct him through the divine radiation of 
the celestial light, even within the grossest forms of 
terrestrial matter, and from thence back again unto God; 
and the Spirit of God will search all things in and with 
him." (Cla'lJis, Preface, 5.)1 

1 This may perhaps be also expressed in the following words :-It is 
not the mortal intellect, but the divinity in man, which is in po88ession of 
divine knowledge •••• A man knowing nothing of God, and having no 
faith in the power of anything divine, which may become revealed in him, 
cannot be in po88ession of divine self.knowledge; but if man, by being 
obedient to the law, enters into a state of harmony and union with God, 
then may God become revealed in him, and the mind being penetrated by 
the light of the divine spirit, man may pllrtake of the knowledge of divi. 
nity. In this way be may learn all about everything in the three king. 
dams; for the Spirit of God pervades the All. Occult knowledge, therefore, 
does not consist in gathering informatIon or opinions from books and 
authorities, but its foundation il the recognition of the divine will in 
man. 

.. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE UNITY OF THE ALL. 

, ,, We are Bll one body in Christ, and have all the Spirit of Christ within 
our reach. If, then, we enter into the Christ, we may BIle !1nd know 
everything by the power of His Spirit." (Fort,l'QueBtiom, xxvi. 5.) 

THAT which is finite cannot conceive of the infinite j 
'that which has a beginning cannot conceive of that which 
is without beginning and without an end. Who has 
measured space? Has it an end? and if so, what is 
there beyond the utmost limits of space? But if there 
is no end to space, does not thought lose itself in seeking 
to penetrate into its depths? We cannot conceive 
of infinite space, but we can conceive of limited forms, 
which are space rendered objective; and in describing 
a form we describe space in a certain state or condition. 
Likewise, we cannot describe that which exists eternally 
in God, nor the eternal processes continually taking 
place within the divine life, in any other way than by 
speaking of them as if they had a beginning in time, and 
by using terrestrial terms, all of which are necessarily 
inadequate to produce a conception of that which cannot 
be conceived by the terrestrial mind" because it is in
finitely above all terrestrial things. 

" I cannot describe to you the whole of divinity as it 
were in a circle, because God is immeasurable j neverthe
less the Godhead is not inconceivable to the spirit resting 
in the love of God. Such a spirit may grasp eternal 
truth, one part after another, and in this way it may 
erid in perceiving the whole." (Aurora, x. 26,) 

" If I am to make comprehensible the eternal genera
tion, unfolding, or evolution of God out of His own self, 

S8 
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I cannot speak otherwise than in a devilish (knowingly ~ 

erroneous) manner, making it appear as if the eternal 
Light had ignited itself in the darkness, and as if the 
Godhead had a beginning. In no other way can I 
instruct you, so that you may form an approximate con
ception of it. There is nothing first and nothing last in 
this generation and evolution, nevertheless in describing 
it I have to put one thing after another." . (Aurora, 
xxiii. 17-33.) 

"We do not mean to say that the Deity had a be- • 
ginning; we merely wish to show the way in which the 
Godhead has revealed itself by means of nature. God 
has no beginning in time; He has an eternal beginning 
nnd an eternal end." (Signature, iii. I.) 

" The Godhead is an eternal band, which cannot perish. 
It generates itself from eternity to eternity, and the first 
therein is always the last, and the last the first." 
(TlLree Principles, vii. I 4.) 1 

. That which is subject to the conditions of time ,may 
conceive of temporal things; only that which is eternal 
in man can realise the existence of the eterQal. 

" We cannot speak the language of the angel~, and 
,even if we were. to speak it everything would appear 
to the inhabitants of this world as if it did refer to 
created beings, and before the terrestrial mind it would 
;represent itself as terrestrial. We are ourselves only 
parts of the whole, and we cal?- conceive and speak. only 
.of- parts, but not of the- whole." (Threefold Life, ii. 66.) 

"I advise the reader, whenever I am speaking of the 
Godhead and its great mystery, not to conceive of what 
1 say as if it ~ere intended to be understood in a 

1 God is unchangeable, aud has no beginning in time; the" beginning .. 
'refers only to the manifestation of His power in nature. Nature resembles 
a continually revolving wheel, wherein forms in which the power of God 
becomes manifest are bom and die. The death of one form is the birth 
of another. Thus life iR bom out of death; but that which produces life 
and CIluses death is' eternal. '. - '. - , -,. 
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terrestrial sense, but to regard it from a higher point ot 
view, in a supernatural ~spect. I am often forced to give 
terrestrial names to that which is celestial, so that the 
reader may form a conception, and by meditating about 
it penetrate within the inner foundation." «(hace, iii. 19.) 

God is self-existent, self-sufficient, infinite Will, 'having 
no onglD. That Will, by conceiving of its own self, 
thereby creates a mirror within its own self. The same 
takes place in the microcosm of man. By conceiving of 
his own self man creates a mirror in which he "feels" 
his own self, and thereby he becomes self-conscious and 
realises his existence as an individual being. 

," Within the groundlessness (that which by some 
writers is called the • Non;"Being '-a term without any 
meaning) there is nothing but eternal tranquillity, an 
eternal rest without beginning and without an end. It 
is true that even there God has a will, but this will can 
be no object for our investigation, as to attempt to investi
gate it would merely produce a confusion 'in our mind. 
We conceive of this will as constituting the foundation of 
the Godhead. It has no origin, but conceives itself within 
itself." (Menschwerdung, xxi. I.) 

.. Divine Intelligence is a free will. It never origi
nated from or by the power of anything. It is itself, 
and resides only and solely within itself, unaffected by 
anything, because there is nothing outside or previous 
to it." (Mysterium, xxix. I.) . 

" Eternal Freedom has the will, and is itself the will. 
In the will there is a desire to do or an impulse to wish 
something. There is nothing besides that will towards 
which that impulse could be directed. The will there .. 
fore sees within itself as within eternity; it sees what it 
is itself, and thereby creates within itself' a mirror." 
(Forty Questions, i. 13.) 

• By this eternal mirroring, or God seeing HimseU 
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within Himself, divine self-consciousness.-:that is to say, ,I 

the self-knowledge of God, or in other words, divine 
wisdom, exists. The eternal Will, in its aspect as the 
Father, eternally conceives of itself as the Son, and, so 
to say, re-expands as the Holy Spirit. The same process 
on a minor scale takes place in the microcosm of man: 
for if he finds himself within himself by penetrating to 
the boundless abyss within himself, he then finds in 
the self-consciousness of his own manhood that power 
and strength by whose expansion his will and thought 
become powerful to act even at unmeasured distances. 

Therefore it is said, that the deeper we lower ourselves 
and enter within our own centre, diving down into the 
groundless foundation of our own soul, even so deep 
that the sense of our own personality is completely lost, 
the higher shall we be exalted into the realm of divine 
and univ~rsal being. 

" God is the will of eternal wisdom, and the wisdom 
eternally generated from Him is His revelation. This 
revelation takes place through a threefold spirit. :First, 
by means of the eternal Will, as such, in its aspect as the 
Father; next, by means of the eternal Will in its aspect ' 
as divine love, the centre or the heart of the Father; 
and finally, by means of the Spirit, the power issuing 
fl'om the will and the love." (Mysterium, i. 2, 4.) 

.. The Father Himself is the will of the groundlessness 
(the Absolute). This will conceives within itself the 
desire to manifest itself to itself. This love or desire is 
the power conceived by the will or Father within itself
that is to say, the Son, heart, or seat (the first foundation 
within the non-foundation or groundlessness), the first 
beginning within the will. The will is outspoken by 
means of thjs conceiving itself, and this issuing of the 
will in speaking or breathing is the Spirit of the 
Divinity." 1 (Mysterium, i. 2.) 

1 The possibility of a being conceiving of its own self is experienced by 
-its awak~ning to a consciousness (If its own" self. " 
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" The first inconceivable will without any origin gene-> 
rates within itself the one eternal God-a conceivable 
will, it being the son of the causeless will, but equally 
eternal with the former. rrhis otber will is the sensitivity 

eont:eivability of will, by meane 
that which is to be 
doing the inconc:" , 1:: (>n n:,eless will issuns 

that which it found, and 
:.te of eternal :::.b:mt its own self. 

first causeless will is called the eternal Father j the con
ceived and generated will of the groundlessness is its 
inborn Son; the issue of the fathomless will by means 
of the conceived Son is the Spirit. Thus the one will 
of the Absolute, by means of the first eternal and begin-

conception, t1u·eefold activity 
IlsCsstklS:ess remains undifferentiated 

5-12.) 

f:ternal mirroriny: beholding Himssb 
within IIimself, may he caUeY hivine imagination. ht 
is as infinite as the triune Spirit, beholding itself in that 
infinite mirror of divine wisdom, but it remains a merely 
passive power in regard to the active will. In the same 
sens>e the mind of a man is not the man himself, and the 
imagination of a man is or should be subject to his will . 

man without tiff: think or imagLns 
Elf::um", and could human being. 

didne contemplation 
of God, witd 

powers, one uniform powc:. 
This internal imagination is neither great nor little; it 
has neither beginning nor an .end, but it is infinite, and 
its formative power is without limits." (Grace, i. 14.) 

God, in His aspect as the father or creative will, is 
therefore the active or male element in creation; while 

:Nisdom, the 
having no 

passive 
of her 
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acting entirely according to the will of the fabller in lier. 
It is true that the will of the father . could produce 
nothing if it were not for the presence of the mother in 
whom the forms are evolved-or, to express it in other 
words, He could not create anything if He had not the 
wisdom to do so; but all the wisdom in the world creates 
nothing unless it is made active by the wilL 

" Wisdom stands before God like a mirror or reflection, 
wherein the Godhead sees its own self and all the great 
wonders of eternity, which have neither a beginning nor 
an end ill time, but whose beginning and end is eternal. 
Wisdom is a revelation of the holy Trinity; hut this is 
not to be understood as if she were revealing herself to 
God by her own power or choice, but the divine centre, tho 
lleart and essence of God, becomes revealed in her. She 
is like a mirror of the Godhead, and like any other mirror; 
she merely holds still; she does not produce an image, 
but merely conceives it." (MenschwerdulIg, i. I, 12.) 

That which the father eternally desires to give, the 
mother eternally desires to receive. . 

Life is male, the earth, or "matter,'f is female. The 
1/ earth does not cause a seed to grow, but t11e seed planted 

into the earth carries within itself the power to grow; 
the earth merely furnishes the material which the life 
in the seed extracts from the earth. Likewise the mother 
does not create the child, but merely furnishes the 
materials required by the creative sphit existing within 
the child, and which, before it is born, attracts from the 
organism of the mother that which it needs, comparable 
to the way in which, after the child is born, it draws 
its nutriment from the mother's breast. 1 

1 Terrestrial men and women are male and female organisms, in which 
the actiYe and passive elements of creation. are manifesting themselves in 
their external expression. Each man has in him male and female elements. 
:A. woman in whom merely the principle of will were active, without the 
presence of thought, would be nothing but an accurbulation of blind force. 

Digitized by Coogle 



64 TIlE DOCTRINES OF JACOB BOEHME. 

"Wisdom is the outspoken word of divine power, 
knowledge, and sanctity, an antithesis of the unfathom
able unity in essentiality, wherein the Holy Spirit forms 
and imagines. She is passive, but the Spirit of God is 
active, like the soul in the body." (Cla'V'is, v. 18.) 

This eternal Trinity is inconceivable in its aspect as a 
spiritual potentiality, in the same sense as a fire is in
conceivable if it does not burn; but as the burning fire 
reveals itself by means of the light and the heat, likewise 
the divine power reveals itself in a threefold aspect in 
eternal nature. 

" The threefold Spirit is a unity, an only being; or to 
speak more correctly, not a being, but eternal Reason; 
consequently a mystery comparable to the intelligence 
of man, which is also incomprehensible." (Mysterium, 
i. 5.) 

" God in His primitive aspect is not to be conceived of 
as a being, but merely as the power or the intelligence 
constituting the potentiality for being-as an unfathom
able, eternal will, wherein everything is contained, and 
which, although being itself everything, is nevertheless 
only one, but desirous of revealing itself and to enter into 
a state of spiritual being. This takes place by means of 
the fire in the desire of love, i.e., in the power of the 
light." (Mysterium, vi. I.) 

" Here we have not yet cause to say that God is three 
persons, but He is threefold in His eternal evolution. 
He gives birth to Himself in trinity; and in this eternal 
unfoldment He is nevertheless an only being, neither 
Father, nor Son, nor Spirit, but only the eternal Life or 
God. The Trinity will become comprehensible in His 
eternal revelation only when He reveals Himself by 

A man without any female element, i.e., without any will, would be like 
a. mirror full of images, but incapable to produce anything. The true 
woman, in the ideal marriage of the soul, has no other thought than that 
of her husband; neither does the true man will an,thing tha.t is not com· 
patible with the desire of his wife. 
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means of eternal nature-that is to say. in the light by 
means of the fire." (Mysterium, vii 9-12.) 

"Within the stillness of eternal freedom the Father 
does not yet appear as a father. He appears as such 
only w,hen He is desirous to create, and conceives within 
Himself the will to generate nature within Himself." 
(Threefold Life, iv. 64.) 

We cannot conceive of a man without a body of some 
kind, nor of a universal God without a universal nature. 
The very essence which constitutes cc man" is will and 
intelligence manifesting itself in a human form. God be
gins to exist as a being only when He is manifesting 
Himself in nature. From all eternity has God thus 
been. revealing Himself to Himself; and the cause of 
this self-revelation rests first of all in the will of God in 
the Trinity and in the longing of eternal wisdom. 

cc Of eternity we cannot speak otherwise than as of a 
spirit, for everything was spIrit in the beginning; but it 
has also from all eternity evolved itself into being." (Men
schwerdung, i 2.) 

"That which is tranquil and without being, resting 
within itself, does not contain darkness, but is a calm, 
clear, lucid happiness. This then is eternity without 
anything else, and means above all God. But as God 
cannot be without being, He conceives within Himself a 
will, and this will is love." (Threefold Life, ii. 7 S.) 

"The whole of the divine Being is in a state of con
tinual and eternal generation comparable to the mind of 
I!o-man, but, immutable. There are continually thoughts 
born from the mind of man, and from them arises desire 
and will. From desire and will originates action, and 
the hands do their work, so as to render it substantial. 
Thus it is with eternal evolution." (Three Principles, 
ix. 35.) 

" At first the will is as thin as a nothing, and therefore 
it . desires and longs to be something, and to become 

E 
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manifest to itself. This nothingnp.ss causes the will to 
enter into a state of desire, and this desire is an imagina
tion. The will beholding itself ill the mirror of wisdo~ 
causes its own image to appear within the groundlessness, 
and thus it create~ a foundation in its own imagination." 
(Menscltwerdunu, ii. I.) 

"Wisdom, the eternal virgin, the playmate of God to 
His honour and joy, becomes full of desire to beh~d 
the . wonders of God that are contained within herself. 
Owing to this desire, the divine essences within her 
become active and attract the holy power, and thus she 
enters into a state of permf).nent being. By this she does 
not conceive of anything within herself; her inclination 
is resting in the Holy Spirit. She merely moves before 
God for the purpose of revealing the wonders of God." 1 

(Three Principles, xiv. 87.) 

The possibility of such an "external" or corporeal 
revelation of God rests in the divine magic power, which 
exists within the divine life itself. It is the power of 
the magic will to produce that which it desires. 

"The magic power is the Spirit desirous for' being. 
It is essentially nothing but will, but it enters into 
existence. It is the greatest mystery; it is above nature, 
and forces nature to assume forms according to the form 
of its will. It introduces the foundation into the abyss 
of the groundlessness, and changes nothing into something. 
It is the mother of eternity and of the essentiality of all 
beings. In it are contained all the forms of the latter. 
It is not the intellect, but it acts according to the ,vill 
of the intellect. It is not majesty, neither the power 
itself, but a desire entering into the dark nature (matter) 
and proceeding by means of that dark nature into the' 

1 Thus dh'ine wisdom in man does not speculate or .. draw logical con
clusions," neither is it dependent for knowledge on communications recei ved 
fforo anybody; but it is the power of the true livingJaith, i.e., the power 
of the ppirit of man to grasp ~piritual truths existing within its own self. 
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fire, and through the fire into light. Through this magic 
power the wonders of the number Three become revealed 
by means of nature." (Six Mystical Points, v. I-I I.) 

" The corporeity of God results from His essentiality. 
This essentiality is not spirit, but it appears like impo
tency if compared with the power wherein the Three 
resides. This essentiality is the element of God, wherein 
is life but no intelligeuce." (Threefold Life, v. 53.) 

A thesis presupposes the antithesis. In the One there 
exists no relation. There can be no consciousness mani
fest without something to be conscious of, and without 
that which is to be conscious. Without nature there 
could be no freedom of nature; without the positive 
there could be no negative; without the dark basis of 
fire there could be no light. • 

"The One has nothing witltin itself which it could 
possibly desire, neither can such a unity feel its own self. .}. 
This is possible only in a state of du.ality." (Theosophi-
cal Questions, iii. 3.) 

"If everything were only one, that one could not 
become manifest to itself. If there were no anguish 
joy could not be known." (Mysteriu11l, iv. 22.) 

"God introduces His will into nature for the purpose 
of revealing His power in light and in majesty, to consti- . 
tute a kingdom of joy. If there were no nature originat
ing within the eternal unity, there would be nothing else 
but eternal tranquillity. Nature entering into a state of 
pain, the tranquillity becomes changed into motion, and 
the powers become audible as the word." (Grace, ii. 16.) 

" The One, the 'Yes,' is pure power, and the life and \ 
the truth of God, or God Himself; but God would be 
unknowable to Himself, and there would be in Him no 
joy or perception, if it were jlot for the presence of the 
, No.' The latter is the antithesis or the opposite to the 
positive or the truth; it causes the latter to become re
vealed, and this is only possible by its being the opposite 

Digitized by Coogle 



68 THE DOCTRINES OF JACOB BOEHME. 

wherein eternal love may become active and perceptible." 
(Theosophical Questions, iii. 2.) 

"If there is to be a light, there must be a fire. T~le 
fire produces the light, and the light renders the fire 
manifest; it receives the nature of the fire within itself 
and resides in the fire." (Mysterium, xl. 2.) 

"Joy enters the state of desire for the purpose of pro
ducing a fiery love, a realm of happiness, which could 
not exist in the tranquillity." (Signature, vi 2.) 

"The majesty of God could not become revealed in 
power, joy, and magnificence, if it were not for the 
attraction caused by desire. Likewise there could be no 
light, if desire were not entering and overshadowing, . 
and thereby creating a state of darkness, which grows 
until the ignition of the fire takes place." (Grace, 
ii. 14.) 

Relative good cannot exist without relative evil, and 
evil cannot exist without good. The fire can no more 
exist without the light than the light without the fire. 
No mUltiplicity is possible without the unity. Each 
requires and therefore desires the other. 

"Light and 'darkness are opposed to each other, lbut there is between them a link, so that neither of 
them could exist without the other." (Threefold Life, 
ii. 86.) 

"In God there are two states, eternally and without 
end-namely, the eternal light and eternal darkness. 
The light is God, and in the darkness there would be 
no pain if it were not for the presence of the light. The 
light causes the darkness to long for the light and to 
suffer anguish therefor." (Three Principles, ix. 30.) I ." The will having issued from the state of unity (by 
assuming a position, as it . were, against the unity in 
desiring its own Self),. enters as a state of desire,. and~ 
this desire is magnetic-that is to say, indrawing ; but 
the unity as s.uch is outflowing.; it seeks to issue out-
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wardly, so as to become revealed. The will having I 
issued from the state of unity, desires to enter within 
itself, so as to attain sensation in the unity, and that 
thereby the unity may attain sensation in the will." 
(Theosophical Questions, iii. 9.) 

"The light-life has its own motion and impulse, and 
likewise the fire-life; but the latter generates the former 
and the former is the lord of the latter. If there were. 
no fire, there would be no light and no spirit; and if 
ti;.:;""e were no spirit to breathe upon the fire, the latter 
would be extinguished and darkness would rule. Each 
of the two would be nothing without the other; both are 
mutually dependent upon each other." (Forty Quest-ions, 
i. 6;Z.) 

There is, however, no equality between this duality, 
for the unity is superior to the multiplicity, freedom to 
nature, light to fire; the higher always rules the lower. 

er The will as such is an insensible life, but it finds 
the desire, and iu willing to desire it constitutes itself in 
a· being. The will is superior to the desire,. for although 
the desire is an exciting cause for the will, the will is a 
life without a cause and it is also intelligence. It is 
therefore, lord over desire. It rules the life of the desire 
and uses it as i~ pleases. . This eternal will-spirit we 
know to be God, but the active life of the desire is 
eternal nature." (Inner Myste1",!!, i. I ; iii. 2.) 
~ ,; God is from eternity Power and Light, and, is there

fore called God according to that, but not according to 
the fire-spirit. In regard to the latter, we speak of it 
not as God, but as 'the wrath of God' and the consum
ing part of His ·power. The light of God has also the 
quality of the fire, but in it the wrath is changed into 
love; hate nnd bitter pain into mild beneficence and 
sweet desire or satisfaction." (Menschwerdung, i. 5 - I 6.) 

"The fountain of love is a clasping and keeping of 
the stem wrathfulness, an overcoming of the harsh 
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power, because meekness takes away the rule of the 
!,tcrid and hard power of the fire. The light of peaceful
ness keeps the darkness imprisoned and resides in the 
darkness. The stern power desires only wrathfulness 
and imprisonment in death; but the mildness issues like 
a sweet growth, it blossoms out and overcomes death, 
giving eternal life." (Threefold Life, ii. 92.) 

"'When love becomes revealed in light by means of 
the fire, it streams over nature and penetrates her, like 
the sunshine penetrating an herb or fire penetrat~ ... -g 
through iron." «(]lavis, viii. 36.) 

To understand the above it is only necessary to realis.e 
these things within. one's own b~ing. To the speculating 
intellect they will for ever remain a mystery. 

Not in the trunk, the root, the branches, or the leaves, 
but only in the flower of a plant, can be found the germ 
that produces the fruit 01' seed from which a new plant 
of a similar kind may grow. Likewise, not in the pas
sions of man, nor in his intellectual acquisitions, but 

, only in the spiritual-efflorescence of his soul, exists the 
germ for the new-born being capable of obtaining con
sciousness of its own immortality. 
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CHA.PTER III. 

THE SEVEN PROPERTIES OR QUALITIES OF 
ETERNAL NATURE.l 

I. Jz ({ II. ~ ¥ Ill. 0 ~ 
IV. <:) 

V. ~ d' VI. JJ. ~ VII. « '2 

WHEN the Eternal One, in its aspect as a Trinity and with 
reference to divine wisdom, reveals itself on the seven 
i)lanes of existence, this revelation constitutes seven 
different rays or states of eternal nature, comparable to 
the sevenfold scale of colours, tunes, chemical substances, 
&c., all of which are seven different forms in which the 
fundamental one is manifesting itself. Of these seven 
forms or sourcive states of eternal nature, the first and the 
seventh refer to the Father, the second and sixth to the 
Son, the third and fifth to the Holy Spirit, while the 
fourth represents the balance in which exists the division 
between spirit and matter. 

"The eternal Essence, being desirous of revealing • 
itself to itself (to attain self-consciousness), had to con
ceive within itself a will; but as within itself there 
was no object for its will or desire, except the powerful 
Word, which in the tranquil eternity djd not exist, the 
seven states of eternal nature had to be born from 

1 If it is asked how it is possible that Jacob Boehme knew anything 
about the invisible spiritual processes taking place in the llnh'erse, the 
answer is that the spirit of man is one and universal, and he who knows 
his own divine self knows the whole of the universe. Seen from the 
spiritual point of view, the universal cosmic processes in the body of 
universal nature are internal processes taking place within the organism 
of macrocosmic man, mirrored forth and eternally repeated in the micro
cosm of the individual. The history of the universe is the history of • 
man. 
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within. From these, then, proceeded, from eternity to 
eternity, the powerful Word, the power, the heart, and 
the life of the tranquil eternity and its eternal wisdom." 
(Three/old Life, iii. 2 [.) 

. " The first and the seventh quality must be regarded 
as one, likewise the second and sixth, and also the third 
and the fifth; but the fourth is the object of division. 
The first then refers to the Father, the second to the 
Son, the third to the Holy Spirit." (Olavis, ix. 75.) 

By means of the manifestation of these seven qualities 
of eternal nature the infinity of divine being does not 
become limited; they are merely seven different forms in 
which the power of' God is manifesting itself. and the 
existence of each of these seven properties depends on 
that of the rest . 

.. If I spea~ of the seven states of eternal nature; it is 
not to be understood as if there were a limitation of the 
Godhead in regard to ohject and measure. Its power 
and wisdom is without end, without measure and un
speakable." (M'!Jsterium, vii 17.) 

.. Do not imagine these seven spirits to be standing 
one by the side of the other, comparable to the' stars, 
which are seen side by side in the sky; they are aU 
seven like only one spirit. Likewise the body of man 
'has many organs, but each organ partakes of the power 
of the rest. (Aur01'a, x. 40.) 

In the same sense we speak of the bones and flesh, the 
arteries and veins and nerves of a body, aU of which go 
to make up only one organism. Likewise a picture is 
made up of many different colours, of which each has a 
certain individuality of its own, while the sum total .is 
necessary to form one individual picture. 

" As the organs of a man's body love one ~l.Dother, 
, so do the spirits in divine power. There is nothing but 

longing, desiring, and fulfilling, and each triumphs and. 
rejoices in the other." (Aurom, ix. 37.) 
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They are like seven living and conscious rays con
tained within the original colourless ray, and broken into 
seven different tints by their passage through" matter." 

" You must know that one spirit alone cannot generate 
another, but the birth of one spirit results from the co
operation of all the seven. Six of them always generate 
the seventh, and if one of them were absent the others 
could not be there." (.kurora, x. 2 I.) 

".All the seven spirits of God are born one in another. 
One gives birth to the other; there is neither first nor 
last. The last generates the first, as well as the first the 
second, the third the fourth, up to the last. They are all 
seven equally eternal." (Aurora, x. 2.) 

"If 1 am sometimes describing only two or three as 
being active in the generation of another spirit, 1 am 
doing so on account of my weakness, because in my 
degenerate mind 'I cannot retain the impression of the 
action of all the seven in their perfection. 1 see all 
the seven; but when 1 begin to analyse what 1 see, I 
then cannot grasp all the seven at once, but only one 
after another." (Aurora, x. 22.) 

These seven properties 'are never transformed one into 
anothe,r j each retains eternally its own specific essentiality. 
The relations into which they enter with each other serve 
for the purpose of their mutual glorification; so that they, 
when they meet each, other like strains of sweet harmonies 
in God's eternal nature, appear like fiaming lights of life 
and joy. Thus matter is never transformed into spirit, but .1 

illumined and glorified by the latter, while the spirit 
obtains its corporification from matter, and is thus 
enabled to become manifest. 

Likewise ignorance is never transformed into know
ledge, nor death into life; but an ignorant person may 
become wise if illuminated by the light of wisdom, and a 
body in which life is inactive may be made living if the 
activity of life is aroused therein. 
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.. Each of these principles is strongly defined in regard 
to its nature, nevertheless there is no antipathy between 
them. They are all rejoicing in God as one only spirit. 
Each loves the other, and there is nothing among them 
but joy and happiness. Their evolution is an eternal one 
and never any other." (Aurora, x. 5 I.) 

"The higher they become exalted, and the more they 
become ignited, the greater will be their joy in the king
dom of light." (Mysterium, v. 6.) 

.. Each quality of the spirit desires the other, and when 
it acquires its object it becomes as it were changed into 
that other; but its own quality is thereby not lost, it 
merely adapts itself to the ot.her, and manifests another 
kind of anguish (consciousness), but both retain their 
own special qualities." (Threefold Life, iv. 8.) 

Thus the darkness is illumined by the light, but it 
never becomes light itself, nor can the light become dark
ness. The light shineth eternally into darkness, but the 
darkness comprehendeth it not. 

"Each of these divine forms of life desires to govern ; 
each has a will of its own. Without that there could be 
no sensibility nor perceptibility, but only eternal tran
quillity. Neither, however, of ~hem is pressing forward 
to make itself manifest more than the rest, but all arc in 
perfect harmony with each other." (Stiefel, ii. 348.) 

"When the fourth principle enters into the first, all 
the spirits intermingle their light, triumph, and rejoice. 
They then arise all one within the other, and evolve each 
other as if moving in circular motion; and the light in 
the midst of them begins to shine and renders them 
luminous. Their harsh quality then remains hidden like 
a kernel in a fruit. As a sour or bitter unripe apple by 
ripening in the sun becomes changed, so that it acquires 
an agreeable taste, but nevertheless retains the qualities 
that constitute it an apple, likewise the Godhead retains 
its own essential qualities, but they become manifest in a 
sweet and agreeable manner:' (Aurora, xiii. 80.) 
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" All the seven principles are spirituul within eternal 
nature, and appear there in a clear, crystalline, translu
cent substantiality." (Grace, iii. 40.) 

"The seven candlesticks in Saint John's Revelation 
refer to the seven spirits in the Godhead, also the 
seven stars. The seven spirits are in the ceutre of the 
Father-that is to say, in the power of the Word. The 
Word changes the wrathfulness into sweet joy and shapes 
it into a crystalline ocean; therein the seven spirits 
appear in a burning form, lil,;e seven luminous torches." 
(Threefold Life, iii. 46.) 

A variety of colours is necessary to make up a picture, . 
to represent an idea, and although the idea representeu • 
by the various colours is only one, nevertheless each 
colour retains its essential qualities. The various organs 
of the human body manifest various powers, nevertheless 
they all go to make up one manifestation of life. The 
various planets have each one its own special qualities, 
nevertheless they go to make up one world. Likewise 
each of the seven forms remains what it is, but their 
manifestations differ widely according to the planes and 
conditions under which they are manifesting themselves. 

The First Quality begins when God, for the purpose' of 
revealing His majesty, allows His eternal nature to contract # 

within herself, whereby a state of darkness and cor
poreity is created. 

" The first quality is the desire. It is comparable to 
magnetic attraction, and therefore the comprehensibility 
of the will. The will conceives of itself as something. 
By this act of impressing or contracting it overshadows 
itself and causes itself to become darkness." (Clavis, 
viii. 38.) 

"In this state there is no active life or intelligence; 
. it is ~erely the first principle of substantiality, or the 

first beginning of the becoming." (Three P1inciples, 
vii. I I.) 
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r< In eternity beyond nature there can be no darkness, 
because there is nothing that could produce it. The will 
by desiring contracts and becomes substantial Thus 
darkness is created within the will, while without that 
desire there would be nothing but eternal stillness with
out substantiality." (Forty Questions.) 

"Desire is an acrid, astringent, attracting (contract
ing) quality. It is an active power, and without it there 
would be nothing but tranquillity. It contracts and fills 
itself with itself; but that which it attracts constitutes 
nothing but darkness, a state which is more compact than 
the original will, the latter being thin as nothing, but 
it then becomes full and substantial." (Threefold Life, 
ii. 12.) 

The fact of this contractive power of desire, by which 
the will is rendered substantial, corporeal, and heavy, is 
experienced by everyone who feels the weight of sorrow 
caused by some unfulfilled desire weighing upon his soul, 
while freedom from desire, and consequently from care, 

• renders the heart (the will) light and ethereal 

Simultaneously with the appearance of the first enters 
the Second Form, namely, motion. Matter and motion 
are co-eternal, and neither of them can exist without the 
other. There could be no contraction without motion, 
neither would there be any expansion if there were no 
desire to contract. With the beginning of action reaction 
begins. There is then a duality of manifestation of the 
eternal One. From this duality of action, having its 
source in the One, results the manifestation of relative 
life. 

" Motion divides the attracted desire and causes dif
ferentiation, thereby awakening the true life." «(]laVis, 
viii. 30.) 

fI From this results sensitiveness in nature, and herein 
is the cause of differentiation. Hardness (solidity) and 
the motion of life are opposed to each other. Motion 
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breaks up the solidity (expands), and by means of 
attraction it also causes hardness (contracts)." (Tabula: 
Princip., i. 34.) 

.. Desire, being a strong attraction, causes the ethereal 
freedom, which is comparable to a nothing, to contract 
and enter into a state of darkness. The primitive will 

- desires to be free of that darkness, for it desires the 
light. The will cannot attain this light, and the more 
it desires for freedom the greater will be the attrac
tion caused by the desire." (Six T1Leosophical Points, 
i. 38.) 

IC There must be an opposition, for the will desires not 
to be. dark, and this very desire causes the darkness. 
The will loves the excitement caused by the desire, but 
it does not love the contraction and darkening. The will 
itself does not become dark, but only the desire existiug 
in it. The desire is in darkness, and therefore a great 
anguish results within the will, as its desire for freedom 
is strong, but by this desire it causes itself to become 
still more harsh and dark." (Forty Quest·ions.) 
. Eliphas Levi expressed a corresponding truth by saying, 
"The will accomplishes that which it does not desire." 
A selfish desire for heaven defeats its own object. 

The Third Quality, called into existence by the action 
and reaction of the absolute One, calls sensation into 
existence; or, to express it in other words, a.bsolute 
consciousness, by manifesting itself, becomes relative. 
Nothing new is thereby created, only that which already 
was begins to exist. This relative consciousness is called 
" anguish" by Boehme. 

"The third quality, the anguish, is evolved in the fol
lowing manner :-The hardness is fixed, the motion is 
fugitive; the .one is centripetal, the other centrifugal; 
but as they are one, and cannot separate from each other 
(nor from their centre) they become like a turning wheel, 
in which one part strives upwards and the other one in 
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a downward dir.:lction. The hardness fnrnishes substan
tiality and weight, while the • sting' (desire in motion) 
supplies spirit (will for freedom) and fugitive life. All 
this causes a turning around and within and outwardly, 
llaving nevertheless 110 destination where to arrive. 
That which the attraction of the desire causes to become 
fixed is again rendered volatile by the aspiring for free
dom. There then results the greatest disquietude, com
parable to a furious madness, from which results a terrible 
anguish." (Mysterium, iii. IS.) 

The truth of this everyone experiences within his 
own self, because as long a.'3 man is nailed to the cross 
of terrestrial life, there is a continual battle raging 
in him between his higher and lower impulses, or 
between his ideal aspirations and his material self
interests. 

" The more the first principle gathers its hardness for 
the purpose of arresting the second principle, the stronger 
does the action of that principle grow, and the stronger 
is the raging and breaking. The sting refuses to be 
subdued, but the will (from which it originates) holds on 
to it with great strength, and it cannot follow its impulse. 
It strives upwards and the will strives downwards, for the 
acerbity indraws, rendering itself heavy. Thus the one 
strives to rise upwards, and the other to sink downwards, 
while neither of them can accomplish its object, and 
thus eternal n'ature becomes like a revolving whee!." 
(Menschwerdllng, ii. 4.) 

This macrocosmic battle has its counterp!l.rt in the 
microcosm of man. There is in him also the con
tinual fight between matter and spirit, between desira 
and renunciation, between the desire for existence and 
the will for that freedom which cannot be found before 
even the desire for freedom itself is all rest. 

These three first forms or qualities, wherein the 
activity of the Father, the Son, and the Hqly Spirit are 
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represented, or to express it ill other words, through 
which the quality of will and intelligence becomes re
vealed, are sometimes alluded to under the names of 
.. snlt," .. sulphur," and" mercury." 

" The first three principles are not God Himself, but ~,/ 
only His revelation. The first of these three states, being 
a beginning of all power and strength, originates from the 
qua\ity of the Father; the second, being the source of 
all activity and differentiation, comes from the quality 
of the Son; and the third, being the root of all life, 
originates in the quality of the Holy Spirit." (O'race, 
vi 9.) 

"The ancients said that in sulphur, mercury, and 
salt are cOlitained all things. This refers not so much 
to the material as to the spiritual aspect of things, 
namely, to the spirit of the qualities wherefrom material 
things grow. By the term 'salt' they understood the 
sharp metallic desire in nature; 'mercury' symbolised 
to them the motion and differentiation of the former, by 
means of which each thing becomes objective and enters 
into formation. 'Sulphur,' the third quality, signified the 
anguish of nature." (Olavis, 46.) 

The true divine life wherein the substantiality of divine 
Trinity is revealed is rendered possible only by means 
of the Fourth Quality, called the liglltning-fIash, whose 
ignition is caused by the desire of eternal nature and by 
the longing of eternal freedom. 

"The fire is originally darkness, hardness, eternal cold
ness and dryness, and there is nothing in it except an 
eternal hunger. How then does it become actual fire? 
The Spirit of God, in its aspect as the eternal light, " 
comes to the aid of the fire-hunger. The hunger itself 
originates from the light, because when the divine power 
mirrors itself in the darkness, the latter becomes full of 
desire after the light, and this desire is the will (of 
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eternal nature). But the will or the desire in the dry
ness cannot reach the light, and therein consists the 
anguish and the craving for light. This anguish and 
craving continues until the Spirit of God enters like a 
flash of lightning." (Three Principles, xi. 45.) 

This ever-turning" wheel of Ixion" is represented by 
the Cross, the "Tree of Life." Free is the spirit of man 
before he enters this valley of suffering, but after he 
enters he is nailed to the cross of his own personal desires. 
Man himself is the "Cross," and he creates a cross for 
himself, from which there is no libel'ation until he dis
covers the true spiritual Cross by entering into the realm 
of light through the power of the fire, which means that 
his spirit breaks through the bonds of matter and becomes 
again free. 

"Freedom by means of the eternal will grasps the 
darkness, and the latter reaches out for the light of free
dom but cannot attain it. It imprisons itself by means 
of its own desire within itself, and causes itself to 
be darkness. From these two--namely, the dark im
pression and the desire for light or freedom which is 
directed towards the former, there results then in the 
former darkness the lightning-f1asll, the primitive con
dition of the fire. But freedom l)eing a nothing, and 
therefore inapprehell8ible, it cannot retain the impres
sion. Therefore the impression surrenders to freedom, 
and the latter devours the dark nature of the former. 
Thus freedom governs within the darkness, and is not 
comprehended by it." (Signatttre, xiv. 22.) 

" Eternal unity or freedom, per se, is of infinite loveli
ness and mildness, but the three qualities are sharp, pain
ful, and even terrible. The will of the three qualities longs 
f~r the mild unity, and the unity longs for the fiery founda
tion and sensibility. Thus one enters into the other, and 
when this takes place the lightning-flash appears, com-. . .. \.:). 
parable to a spark produced by the friction of flint and 
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steel. Thereby the unity attains sensibility, and the 
will of nature receives the mild unity. Thus the unity 
becomes a fountain of fire, and the fire penetrated by 
desire, like a fountain of love." (Clavis, ix. 49.) 

Thus the light conquers the darkness, but does not 
destroy it; it merely becomes victorious over it and con
sumes it in a manner comparable to that of the assimila
tion of food by the organism which conquers aud consumes 
that food by means of the fire of life. 

" When the spiritual fire and light has become ignited 
in the darkness (it having, however, burned from all 
eternity), the great mystery of divine power and know
ledge becomes eternally revealed therein, because in the fire 
all the qualities of nature appear exalted into spirituality. 
Nature herself remains what she is, but her issue
namely, that which she produces, becomes spiritualised. 
In the fire the dark will is consumed, and thereby 
issues the pure. fire-spirit, penetrated by the light-spirit." 
(Clavis, ix. 64.) 

When this great internal revelation takes place, the 
internal senses are then opened to the direct perception 
of spiritual truth. There will then be no more necessity 
for drawing conclusions of any kind in regard to such 
unknown things, because the spirit perceives that which 
belongs to its sphere in the same sense as a seeing per
son sees external things. 

" Behold how all life in the external world attracts its 
food to itself. Thus you may recognise how life origi
nates from death. There can be uo life unless that 
from which life is to issue is broken up in its form. 
Everything has to enter into the state of anguish to 
attain the lightning-flash, and without this there will be 
no ignition." (Men8Chwerdung, ii. 5.) 

This, then, is the beginning of the manifestation of 
God as the principle of fire and the principle of light. 
The Godhead, as. such, the will of the Trinity willing. to 

F 
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enter from the groundlessness into Trinity, is not yet a. 
principle, and has no beginning, but is· the beginning 

, itself of itself. 
cc If a thing becomes that which it has not been before, 

this does not constitute a principle; a principle is there 
where a form of life and motion begins, such as has 
not existed before. Thus the fire is a principle, and 
also the light which is born from the fire, but which, 
nevertheless is not a, quality of the fire, but has a. life of 
its own." (8w The080phical Points, ii. I.) 

In the fire there is represented the division of the 
two aspects in which God is manifesting Himself
namely, as God and as Nature; also the division between 
the sweet life in love and the life in wrath. 

"As the sun in the terrestrial plane transforms acer
bity into concord, so acts the light of God in the forms 
of eternal nature. This light shines into them and out 
of them; it ignites them so that they obtain its will 
and surrender themselves to it entirely. They then 
give up their own will and become as if they had no 
power at all of themselves, and are desirous only for the 
power of the light." (Six Theosophical Points, v. 3.) 

By the union of fire alld light the third principle \ 
attains substantiality. 

" If the Godhead according to the first and second 
principle is to be regarded only as a spirit and without 
any conceivable essentiality, there is in it nevertheless 
the desire to evolve a third principle, wherein rests the· 
spirit of the two first principles, and wherein it will 
become manifest as an image." (SW Theosophical Points, 
i. 25.) 

.. The fire receiving within itself the essence of desire 
as its food, so that it may burn, renders a joyful spirit 
and opens the power of the mild essentiality in the light." 
(SW Theosophical Points, i. 57.) . 

cc The fire, drawing within itself the mild essentiality 
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af the light, there issues from it, by means of the wrath 
of death, the mild spirit that was enclosed therein, 
and which has within itself the quality of nature." (Tilk., 
i. 17 I.) 

When the power of the light becomes revealed it 
manifests its activity first of all in the Fifth Quality, 

I which is evolved by means of the preceding four as sweet 
love, or a luminous water-spirit. 

"The first three principles are merely qualities con
ducive to life, the fourth is life itself, but the fifth is the 
true Spirit. Whenever this power has been evolved from 
the fire, it lives within all the others and changes them 
all into its own sweet nature, so that painfulness and 
enmity cannot be found therein in any shape whatever." 
(Tabulot Principm, i. 46.) 

"The fifth quality is the true love-fire, which in the 
light separates from the painful fire, and wherein divine 
love appears as a substantial being. It has within itself 
aU the powers of divine wisdom j it is the trunk or the 
centre of the tree of eternal life, wherein God the Father 
becomes revealed in His Son by means of the speaking 
Word." (Grace, iii. 26.) 

In the S1'xth Quality the divine powers, still united, 
and therefore undifferentiated and not manifest in the 
fifth, become differentiated and audible. 

"The sixth form of eternal nature is intelligent life 
or sound. The qualities being all in a state of equi
Hbrium in the light (the fifth), they now rejoice and 
acquire audibility. Thereby the desire of the unity 
enters into a state of (conscious) willing and acting, per-
ceiving and feeling." (Tabulot Principot, i. 48.) . 

" To constitute audible life, or the sound of the powers, 
hardness and softness, compactness and thinness and 
motion are required. To constitute the sixth principle 
there are therefore required all the other qualities of 
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nature. The first form furnishes hardness, the second 
motion; by means of the third division takes place. 
The fire changes the harshness of the conceived essence 
by consuming it into a spiritual being, representing mild
ness and softness, and this becomes formed into sound, 
according to the qualities which it contains." (Mysterium, 
v. I I.) 

This sound of course is not to be compared to terres
trial audible sound. 

"In the light of God the kingdom of heaven (the 
consciousness of the spirit), sound is very subtle, sweet, 
and lovely, so that if compared with terrestrial iloise, it 
is ~ike a perfect stillness. Nevertheless in the realm of 
glory it is indeed comprehensible sound, and there is 
a language which is heard by the angels-a language 
which is, however, only partaking of the nature of their 
world." (Mysterium, v. 19.) 

The third principle reappears in .the seventh, and therein 
consists the "resurrection of the flesh." 

" The Seventh Principle is the corporeal comprehension 
of the other qualities. It is called' E88ential Wisdom' 
or the 'Body of God.' The third principle appears in 
the seven forms of nature in so far as they. have been 
brought into comprehensibility in the seventh. -This 
principle or state of being is holy, pure, and good. It 
is called the eternal uncreated heaven or the kingdom 
of God, and it is outspoken from the fil'st principle, of 
the dark fire-world and from the holy light-flaming love
world." (Grace, iv. 10.) 

"The seventh form is the state of. being wherein all 
the others manifest their activity, 1iI,e the soul in the 
body. It is called Nature,and also the eternal essential 
wisdom of God." (Tabulre Principre, i. 49.) 

" The seventh spirit of God is the body, being born 
from the other six spirits, and in it all the celestial 
figures are taking form. From it arises all beauty, all 
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joy. If this spirit did not exist God would be imper
ceptible." (Aurora, xi. I.) 

"Wisdom is the substantiality of the spirit. The 
spirit wears it as a garment; and becomes revealed there
by. Without it the form of the spirit would not be 
knowable; . it is the corporeity of the spirit. To be 
sure, it is not a bodily, tangible substance, like the bodies 
of men, but has nevertheless substantial and visible 
qualities which the spirit per se does not possess." (Three
fold Lif~, v. 50.) 

There is no language to describe the beauty and 
splendour of divine wisdom. Whatever there is of 
magnificence perceptible in this terrestrial world exists 
in the celestial wol'ld in a far superior state, in eternal 
spiritual perfection. 

"Earthly language is entirely insufficient to describe 
what there is of joy, happiness, and loveliness contained 
in the inner wonders of God. Even if the eternal Virgin 
pictures them to. our minds, man's constitution is too. 
cold and dark to be able to express even a spark of it in 
his language." (Three Principles, xiv. go.) 

Neither are these superterrestrial pictures mere 
shadows or creations of fancy. 

"Just as the earth continually produces plants and 
flowers, trees and metals, and beings of various kinds, 
one always more glorious, stronger, and more beautiful 
than the rest; and as on our terrestrial plane one form 
appears while others perish, there being a continual 
working and evolving of forms, likewise the eternal 

, generation within the holy mystery continually takes 
place in great power; so that, in consequence of this 
perpetual wrestling of spiritual powers, one after another 
divine fruits appear by the side of each other, all and 
each of them in the radiance of beautiful colours. All 
that whereof the terrestrial world by which we are sur
rounded is merely an earthly symbol, exists in the celes-
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tial realm in exquisite perfection in a spiritual state. 
It does not exist there merely as a spirit, a will, or a 
thought, but in corporeal substantiality, in essence and 
power, and appears inconceivable merely in compari
son with the external material world." (Signature, 
xvi. I8.) 

This beauty the divine and essential wisdom, the 
eternal Virgin, does not produce by her own power; but 
by the power of God that acts within her. ,She herself 
is without any will of her own. 

"Not wisdom, but the Spirit of God, is the centre, 
or the discloser. As the soul is manifesting herself 
in the body by means of the flesh, and as the latter 
would have no power if it were not inhabited by a living 
spirit, likewise the. wisdom of God is the corporeity of 
the Holy Spirit, by means of which He assumes substan
tiality, so as to manifest Himself to Himself. Wisdom 
gives birth, but she would not do so if the Spirit were 
not acting within her. She brings forth without the 
power of the fire-life; she has no ardent desire, but her. 
joy finds its perfection in the manifestation of the God
head, and therefore she is called a virgin in chastity and 
purity before God." (Tilk., it 64.) 

Divine wisdom exists only by means of the Trinity, 
and the latter can be revealed only by forming eternal 
nature within its own body. 

"The light and the power of the sun disclose the 
mysteries of the external world by the production and 
growth of various beings. Likewise God, representing 
the eternal Sun, or the one eternal and only Good, would 
not reveal Himself without the presence of His eternal 
spiritual nature, wherein alone He can manifest His 
power. Only when the power of God becomes differen
tiated and relatively conscious, so that there are individual 
powers to wrestle with each other during their love-play, 
will be opened in Him the great and immeasurable fire of 
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love by means of the forthcoming of the Holy Trinity." 
(Grace, it 28.) 

The Father, ruling the first principle, the fire, gene
rates eternally the Son, the light, by means of the seven 
forms of eternal nature; and the Son, revealing Himself 
in the second principle as the light, for ever glorifies the 
Father. 

"The eternal will, the Father, conducts His heart, 
His eternal Son, by means of the fire into great triumph, 
into His kingdom of joy." (Grace, ii. 2 I.) 

" When the :Father speaks His Word-that is to say, 
when He generates His Son-which is done continually 
and eternally, that Word first of all takes its origin in 
the first or acrid quality, where it becomes conceived. 
In the second or the sweet quality it receives its activity; 
in the third it moves; in the heat it arises and ignites 
the sweet flow of power and the fire. Now all the 
qualities are made to bum by the kindled fire, and the 
fire is fed by them; but this fire is only one and not 
many. This fire is the true Son of God Himself, who 
is continuing to be born from eternity to eternity." 
(Au1'ora, viii. 8 I.) 

"The Father is the first of all conceivable beings, but 
if the second principle were not becoming manifest in 
the birth of the Son, He would not be revealed. Thus the 
Son, being the heart, light, love, and the beautiful and 
sweet beneficence of the Father, but being distinct from 
Him in His individual aspect, renders the Father recon
ciled, loving, and merciful His birth takes place in the 
fire, but He obtains His personality and name by the 
ignition of the soft, white, and clear light, which He is 
Himself." (Three Principles, iv. 58.) 

" The Son is perpetually born from eternity to eternity, 
and shines perpetually into the powers of the Father 

, while these powers are continually generating the Son." 
(Aurora. vii. 33.) 

,. -c 
-~ 
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The Holy Spirit, manifesting Himself ill the third 
principle, issues eternally from the Father and the Son, 
and in alld with Him issues the splendour of Goel's' 
majesty. 

" The Eternal Father becomes manifest in the fire, the 
Son in the light of the fire, and the Holy Spirit in the 
power of the life and the motion that issues from the fire 
and the light." (Signature, xiv. 34.)' 

"The Holy Spirit reveals the Godhead in nature. He 
extends the splendour of the majesty, so that it may be 
recognised in the wonders of nature. He is not that 
splendour itself, but its power, and' He introduces this 
splendour of the majesty into the substantiality wherein 
the Godhead is revealed." (Threefold Life, iv. 82 ; 
v.39·) 

Thus the holy Trinity is everywhere, manifesting itself 
in and through the seven qualities of eternal nature. 

" We Christians say that God is threefold, but one in 
essence, and this is misunderstood by the ignorant as 
well as by the half learned, for God is not a persOll 
except ill Christ. He is an eternally generating :power 
and the kingdom with all beings." (Mysl. magn., vii. 5.) 

" He is generating Himself in a threefold aspect, Rnd 
in this eternal generation there is nevertheless to be 
understood only one essence and generation; neither 
.Father, nor Son, nor Spirit; but only the boe eternal 
Life, or Good." (Myst. magn., vii. I I.) 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CREATION. 

Everything we see in nature is manifested truth; only we are not able to 
reoognise it as such, unless the truth is manifest within ourselves. 

GOD is the supreme, fundamental, universal, self-existent 
eternal cause; absolute and unimaginable glory, perfec
tion, goodness, beauty, magnificence, and splendour. He 
created everything out of His own self, as there was 
nothing but Himself to create from. It is, therefore, 
logical to suppose that the first powers which He created 
and which were nearest to' Him must have been divine 
and spiritual, all lower existences being more remote 
from His supreme state, belonging to a more "material" 
condition of creation. The same may be observed in 
man. His thoughts are nearer to his divine centre and 
self than his muscles and bones, and the realm of his 
soul is nearer to his spirit than his material body, and 
the more holy his thoughts the more will they be capable 
to commuMcate with the God in him. :Boehme says:-. 

" God has created the holy angels,not by means of any 
substance foreign to His own self, but out of His own self, 
out of His power and eternal wisdom." (Aurm·a, iv. 26.) 

Truly, if there wa~ or is nothing but God, it follows 
that God is the All, and that there is. nothing which is not 
God. Nevertheless, those cr.eations of God which are in 
a certain sense remote from the .divine centre are not 
divine, and therefore not God. 

" It is said that God is everything, that He is in heaven 
and earth, and also the external world, and such an 
assertion is true in a certain sense; because everything 
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originates in and from God. But. of what use is suclt a. 
doctrine, which is not a religioB ? Such a doctrine was 
accepted by the devil, who wanted to be manifest and 
powerful in everything." (Tille., it 140.) 

Such a system of Pantheism may .satisfy the rational
istic reasoner, who has no power of, spiritual perception, 
but true divine knowledge has nothing to do with such a 
Pantheism nor with rationalistic Theism. It does not admit 
of a confounding of the terms" God" and the" world." 
The universe is not identical with God, neither is the spirit 
of man identical with his body. Not even the' Christ is 
identical with God, in so far as He has become human. 

" The external world is not God, and will not be God 
in aU eternity. The world is merely a state of existence 
wherein God is manifesting Himself." (Stief., it 316.) 

God is not man. 
"There will always a distinction have to be made 

between the Godhead and humanity, between the human 
will and the will of God." (Stief, ii. 95.) 

The moon has no light of her own; she merely reflects 
the light of the sun. Nevertheless the light coming.from 
the moon is not equal to. sunlight. . Likewise man's will 
and consciousness is derived from God,; but for all that 
it is only human, and not divine. 

" If a man says of himself, ' I, the living word of God 
in this my holy flesh and bone, say and do this or that,' 
he then dishonours the sacred Dame of God. This is 
also against the doctrines of the Bible; for whenever the 
intellect of a man was selected for the purpose of pro
phecy, the prophet did not say, ' I, Mr. So-and-So, say this 
or that,' but he said, ' Thus speaks the Lord I' This means 
that the Lord speaks in and through such a man, and the 
latter is His medium and instrument." (Stief, i. 84.) 

A man can never be God; not even Christ in His 
human aspect made ever any such claims: 
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.. Christ never said, 'I, in my human selfhood, am the 
voice of God, I am speaking as God, in or with God,' &c.; 
but He said, 'The words which I 'speak are the Father's, 
who lives in me '-that is to say, who lives in my human 
or natural self." (Stiel, i. 94.) 

To the blind reasc;mer God is an universal blind aud 
unconscious power; the god existing within the imagina
tion of the narrow-minded sectarian is equally narrow; 
but to the enlightened, God is a personal (individual) 
God and all-loving Father, residing within His own holy 
omnipotence, superior to all that can be conceived. 

"Do not imagine God to be a bli~d power, existing 
and moving in, or beyond, or above. heaven, having neither 
reason nor knowledge, comparable to the sun, who runs 
around in his orbit, sending out light and heat re
gardless whether it benefits or harms the earth and her 
creatures. No! Not thus is the Father; but He is an 
omnipotent, aU-wise, a~d all-knowing God, in HimseIt' 
good, kind, and' merciful, joyful, and even joy itself." 
(Aurora, iii. I I.) 

" If you consider the depth of hea-ren, the stars, the 
elements, and the earth, you will, of course, not grasp with 
your eyes the p~re and clear Godhead, although God is 
there and within it; but if you rise up in your thoughts 
and direct your mind to God, who in His holiness rules 
within the All, you are then penetrating through heaven 
and grasping the very sacred heart of God Himself." 
(Aurora, xxiii. I I.) 

God is not subject to the law of evolution, but the law 
has its foundation in Him, God as a Spirit, eternally 
perfected within Himself, did not need to create for the 
purpose of perfecting Himself. There is no being who 
can perfect itself by its own power, or give to itself any
thing which is not within its reach. The growth of a 
plant and the unfoldment of the human soul requires the 
presence of a superior power. A God capable' to grow 

.6' 
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would presuppose the presence of 1.\ superior God from 
which to draw power. Only that which descends from 
above can rise again upwards, as is symbolised by the 
double interlaced triangle . 

.. Before the time of the creation of heaven, the stars, 
the elements, and also before the creation of the angels, 
there was nothing but Deity, reproducing itself for ever 
sweetly and lovely, and conceiving of its own image." 
(.Aurora, xxiii. J 5.) 

"God did not create for the purpose of perfecting 
Himself, but to reveal Himself to Himself in great joy 
and magnificence. This joy did not begin with the 
beginning of creation, but it has been from all eternity a 

. subjective state in God." (Signature, xvi. 2.) 

God did not make the world out of something intel
lectually conceivable or out of something that was not 
Himself; neither does a man create the images which 
constitute his thoughts out of anything outside of his own 
mind. Before creation took place it was resting (sub
jectively) like a seed in His own completion and per
fection, comparable to the imagination of a man whose 
mind rests in a peaceful slumber, while for all that the 
divine spirit in him is self-conscious. 

"We cannot truly say that this world has been made 
out of something." (Signature, xiv. 7.) 

"We cannot reasonably suppose any formation or 
differentiation to have existed in the eternal· One from 
which, or according to which (formation) something 
could have been made; for if euch a form, or predispo
sition to making a form, had existed, there would have 
been another cause, besides God, from which the form 
would have reSUlted, and then there would have been 
something else (another god), and not the one only and 
eternal God." (Baptism, i. I.) 

"Creation is nothing else but a revelation of the a11-
essential, unfathomable God, and whatever exists in His 
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own eternal evolution, which is without a beginning, is 
also in that creation. But the latter is in regard to God 
what an apple that grows upon a tree is to the tree. The 
apple is not the tree, but grows out of the power of the 
tree. Likewise all things have their origin in divine 
desire, and that desire caused them to enter into being. 
In the beginning there was nothing to produce them, 
except the mystery of eternal generation (evolution)." 
(Signature, xvi I.) 

.. Imagine a mother (a womb) having the seed within 
herself. As long as she contains the seed as such, it 
belongs to herself, but when it becomes a child then is the 
seed not hers, but it is the property of the child. Thus 
it is with the angels. They have all been configurated 
out of the divine seed; but after this has been done, 
each one has its own corporeal being to itself." (.Aurora, 
iv. 34.) 

.. The reason why the eternal and unchangeable God 
has created the world is an unfathomable mystery; it can 
only be said that He did it in His love." (Hamberger.) 

God, being pure knowledge, does not require to have 
recourse to reasoning, for the purpose of attaining an 
object; He being Himself His own subject and object, 
self-sufficient and eternal. We can, therefore, only say 
that He creates; because He is an ever-flowing fountain 
of love, in the same sense as the sun shines; because he 
is an everlasting source of light . 

.. How it came to happen that God stirred to produce 
creation, while He Himself is unchangeable, cannot be 
discovered, and an attempt to do so would merely pro
duce a confusion of mind." (Menschwerdung, i. 2, 5.) 

Ie We cannot tell how it happened that that which 
stood eternally in the essentiality of God entered into 
motion, because there is nothing that could have caused 
God to move, and the will of God is eternal and un
changeable. We can only say that the Three was 
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desirous of having children of its own kind." (Forty' 
Questions, i. 273,) 

The world could not have been made as it exists now, 
, directly out of the purely divine state of being. In its 

material aspect it is material and not spiritual. God 
is unchangeable and independent of external conditions 
(which do not exist for Him); but the manifestations of 
His power change according to the conditions that are 

, caused by their mutual relations. Thus the light of the 
sun remains always the same; ,but it gives various hues 
to the flowers, according to their own individual qualities, 

"No creature can issue from ,the purely divine state 
of being, because this state has neither cause nor begin
ni~g; ilOr can it be brought into a beginning." (Grace, 
viii. 45:) , 

. "Within the light and t~a heart of God, as such, there 
can be nothing created; because the light 'is tl;e end of 
nature and has no quality .. Therefore it cannot change 
or be made into anything, but remains for ever, the same 
in eternity." (Tlwee Principles, x. 4 I.) 

Nevertheless it is the Triune God that created all 
things out of eternal nature. We may say that the 
world, as we know it, is constituted entirely of forms of 
heat, or of motion, or of electric conditions, or light, &c., 
&c. All this is true in so far as it refers to the relations 
which it bears towards ourselves. .All these powers are . 
only modes of manifestation of one primordial and origi
nally divine power, namely, the will of God acting in His 
own eternal wisdom. 

"The eternal Triune God created all things· by and 
through the eternal Word out, of His ,own self, namely, 
out of His two aspects or qualities; out of eternal nature, 
the fury or wrath, and out of His love i by means of 
which the wrath or "nature" was pacified. Thus He 
created them, and caused them to enter into existence." 
(Stiej., ii. 33.) 
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C( The Father, being primordial Will, speaks out all 
things by means of the Word, out of the centre of freedom; 
but the issue from the Father by means of the Word is 
the spirit of the power, and this spirit gives form to that 
which has been outspoken, so that it appears as a spirit." 
(Three/old Life, ii. 63). 

This magic power, or "Word," has been in God from 
all eternity, and as such it is God and the C( Christ" in 
its purely divine aspect. 

There is not any time. during which" God goes to 
sleep" or loses His self-consciousness; neither does the 
idea to create come to Him from some outside influe'nce ; 
but God beholds the universe from all eternity in His 
wisdom as a mirror, and by the act of creatioll He pro-

. jects into objectivity (so to say) the image existing sub
jectively in Him. It is, therefore, }{ature and not God. 
that goes to rest during the "nights of creation," in the 
same sense ~s the body of a man goes to sleep, wh-ile his' 
spirit remains self-conscious'in its own sphere . 

.. Wisdom is a divine imagination, wherein the ideas 
of the angels and souls have been seeu from eteruity; not 
as substantial, actual creatures, but non-essential, like the 
images in a mirror." (Clavis, x. 5.) 

"The likeness of God, having been seen in the wisdom 
of God from all eternity, and in which God created Man, 
was without life and substantiality before the beginning 
of the time of this world. It was merely a reflection of 
the image wherein God saw how He woul~ be in an 
image." (Stief., ii. 123). 

"Man has not been from eternity; but only like a 
shadow stood the image, wherein God in His wisdom 
knew all things from eternity, in the mirror of His own 
wisdom." (Stief.. ii. 143.) 

The will of God is only one; but by its action within 
eternal nature a great many divine powers are produced. 
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The ideas existing in the universal mind are innumerable, 
and therefore there is the possibility of innumerable dif
ferent forms coming into existence by the action of the 
divine will. There is, however, "nothing fully. perfect 
besides the Godhead, and consequently there exist on all 
planes beings of difJerent states of perfection, and capable 
to become more perfect by means of the will of God, 
which is the law of evolution. 

"The kinds of creatures are as varied as are the 
eternal thoughts in the wisdom of God." (Three Prin
ciples, ix. 37.) 

"A.s the divine powers are manifold, even innumer
able, so there is a differentiation of ideas and a difference 
among the angels; in consequence of which some appear 
like kings or rulers and others as servants." (Theosophic 
Questions, v. 9-12.) 

" There being nothing perfect except the divine Three, 
consequently all things differ from one another, and like
wise the angels have different qualities." (T/~reelold Life, 
v·90 .) 

These" angels" (good or evil) are living and conscious 
powers existing iu nature. Neither the power of God nor 
any angel, or devil or creature of any kind, can have any 
~xistence outside of Nature, i.e., outside of the dark fire
ground, the will of God, out of which everythin~ is born. 

"No created spirit can exist without the fire-world. 
Even the love of God could not exist, if not the wrath 
of God, or the world of fire, were existing in Him; for 
the wrath or the fire of God is a cause of light, strength, 
power, and omnipotence." (Stief. ii. 4.) 

"The wrath (the fire) is the root of all things and the 
origin of all life; in it is the cause of all strength and 
power, and from it are issuing all the wonders (manifes
tations of power). Without that fire there would be no 
consciousness, but everywhere a mere nothing." (Three 
Principles, xxi. 14.) 
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.. No being can be born unless it has within itself the 
fiery triangle, i.e., the first three natural forms." (Grace, 
ii. 38.) 

Every form is the product or manifestation of a power 
which is building up such forms. . Without the pres'ence 
of such a power there could be no manifestation of it; 
neither can any form exercise or know any power except 
that which resides therein. 

Therefore a being incapable of any emotion would be • 
unable to rise above the sphere of emotions; a being 
without any energy to commit evil would have no energy 
to accomplish anything good. 

The foundation from which all powers and ideas 
spring is eternal; but the created beings as such have a 
beginning in time. 

n Everything has been from all eternity, but merely • 
as ideas, and not as corporell;lly existing things. Only 
incorporeal spirits existed (as ideas) in eternity, as in a 
world of magic, where one thing contains the other in 
potentiality." (Fo'rty Questions, xix. 7.) 

n The creation of the angels has a beginning, but not 
that· of the powers whereof they have been created. The 
latter are co-eternal with the eternal beginning." (Mys
te1-ium, viii. I.) 

.. In eternity, in eternal Will, there was a nature, but ' 
it existed therein only as a spirit, and its essentiality 
was not manifested except in the mirror of that Will, i.e., 
in eternal wisdom." (Signature, xiv. 8.) 

.. The mysterium magnum is the chaos wherefrom 
originates good and evil, light and darkness, life and 
death. It is the foundation or womb wherefrom are 
issuing souls and angels and all other kinds of beings, and 
wherein they are contained as in one common cause, 
comparable to an image that is contained in a piece 
of wood before the artist has cut it out." (Clavis, vi. 23.) 

In t~e soul of man exists potentially the whole of the 
G 
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universe-heaven and hell, God and the devil, angels and 
spirits, the· whole of the celestial, terrestrial, and infernal 
kingdoms, with all their powers and essences j but unless 
these powers become manifested as forms (created beings 
on the spiritual, astral, or terrestrial plane), they can have 
no existence recognisable to his internal senses. 

Creation was an act of the free will of God, and not 
induced by any inferior cause. 1'he will of God would 
not be divine if it were not free. ]t is itself the law, 
and therefore not subject to .. natural law," or the law of 

• mechanics. Creation took place by means of God un
folding His eternal nature, whereby through His active 
love or desire He caused that which heretofore had been 
in Him merely as a spirit (subjectively) to become sub
stantial and corporeal (objective) . 

.. The created world was before the mysterium magnum, 
for all things were then in a spiritual condition in wisdom, 
as in a continual play 01" wrestle of love. The one only 
Will coJ;lCeived tlJis spiritual form· into the Word, and 
permitted the intelligence (the separate consciousness
i.e., the acrid' and astringent quality), to act without 
restraint,so that each power could enter or build itself 
a form according to its own specific quality." (Gr~ce, 
iv. 12.) . 

.. The eternal Mind is always desirous for the power, 
and the power is the astringency, and the astringency is 
the contraction, attraction, or the eternal fiat, which creates 
and renders corporeal that which the eternal Will desires 
in its own benevolence. The Will desires by means of the 
keen fiat to bring into ~ubstantiality (render objective) 
thn.t which it beholds in eternal Wisdom." (Three ·P1'in
ciples, xiv. 74.) 

Thus the divine spirit in man, by means of the 
thoughts of the latter, brings the powers which exist in 
his microcosm into shapes which are objective to him, and 
which form the soul world wherein he resides. 
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Creation could, however, become actually complete 
only by means of the activity of aU the seven divine 
spirits. It i$ therefore true that in one sense it was not 
God, the primordial Cause, that directly created the 
world, but the elolti1n8 or "powers" that created it by 
means of the power received from the fundamental causa
tion . 

.. The universe with all its beings has been created 
out of eternal nature, out of the seven spirits of eternal 
nature." (Threefold Life, iii. 40.) 

" Whenever anything is born out of the divine Essence, 
it is brought into form, not merely by one .spirit, but by 
all the seven." (Aurora, x. 4.) 

"When the Godhead stirred for the purpose of creat
ing a world, it softly moved within the acrid quality 
and contracted tl!e latter wi~hin the divine sal-nitre." 
(Aurora, xiii. 94.) 

In the formation of beings, their own spirit co-operates 
with the universal Sl'irit. The universal Life could not 
produce a tree out of the four elements if there were not 
a seed containing the qualities necessary to grow into a 
tree. Nevertheless, by the expression" their own spirit," 
it is not to be understood as if these spirits were anything 
essentially different from God. They are merely individual 
centres, receiving their power from the universal Fountain 
of love. 

"Originally the spirit is a magic gush or outbnrst of 
fire and desires for substantiality-that is to say, 'form.' 
This is then caused by that desire, and constitutes the 
corporeity of the spirit, and the spirit is then called a 
created being." (Tilk. i. 186.) 

Every human being has within himself the capacity to 
create, but not everyone has that power developed. Every
body can imagine, but not every one is artist enough to 
bring the objects of his imagination into an external ob
jective form by painting or sculpture. Likewise every 
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one has good and evil powers within· himself, . but not 
e'lery one has his spiritual strength sufficiently developed 
to create of them living and conscious forms . 

.. The centre of each thing is spirit, co-existing with the 
Word. The separation (differentiation) of a thing (by 
which it distinguishes itself from other things) is in the 
quality of its will, by means of which it assumes a form 
or~stl.\te of being according to its own essential (predomi
nating) desire." (Letters, xlvii. 5.) 

.. Even to-day the act of creation still continues, and 
it will not end until the judgment of God arrives. Then 
will that which has grown in the holy tree of life become 
separated from the unholy thistles and thorns." . (Three 
Principles, xxiii. 25.) 

" Whether or not God will create something more out 
of His will after the end of this time is not perceptible 
to my spirit, for it does not penetrate deeper than within 
its own centre wherein it lives, and therein is the para
dise and the kingdom of heaven." (Principles, ix. 41.) 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE ANGELS. 

" If you wish to hear the Holy Ghost speak out of the mouth of another 
you must first enter yourself with your will into the spirit of holiness." 
-J AOOB BoEHO. ' 

IT is perfectly useless to attempt to enter into theoretical 
speculations 'for the purpose of trying to find out whether 
or not the doctrines of Jacob Boehme in regard to that 
which transcends the reasoning power of man are true or 
not. L~c can never supply the place of perception; 
it can only teach us what a thing <!.all,not be, but it d~s 

. not enable us to see what it is. -The onJi waytocon
vince ourselves whether thereiS a divine state of exist
ence and celestial powers is, by the aid of God, to seek 
within ourselves for these powers which Jacob Boehme 
describes. If we succeed we shall then know the Holy 
Trinity and the archangels; in the meantime a. considera
tion of Boehme's doctrines may serve to destroy the 
erroneous conceptions which hinder us from seeing the 
truth as it exists in ourselves. 

God (the divine primordial Will) by becoming objec- .. 
tive to Himself, and thereby constituting Himself a created 
being, assumed a threefold -aspect, which gave rise to 
three different self-conscious divine powers, called" arch
angels," representing the three types of the, Holy Trinity. 
The angels or powers are called Michael, Lucifer, and 
UrieI,1 

1 Whether we call them by thole names, or whether we adopt the 
names by which they are called in other theologies, will be of no conse· 
quence, and not alter the fact that such powers exist. 
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"God, constituting Himself a created being, assumed 
the aspect of such a being in regard to His trinity; and 
as this trinity is the greatest and highest in God, also 
He created three princes of angels (divine reHections 
of His own image) which are superior to all others." 
(Attrora, xii. 88.) 

"Michael represents God the Father.l This is not to 
I be understood as if he were God the Father Himself; 

but there is among the created beings (the angels) one 
who represents God the Father. The circle or space 
wherein he with his angels is created is his kingdom, and 
he is a beloved son of God, a joy for his Father. . You 
ought not to compare him with the heart or the light of 
God, which is in the totality of the }'ather, and which, 
like the Father Himself, has neither beginning nor end. 
This prince is a created being, and has (as such) a 
beginning; but he is in God the Father, and bound to 
Him in love. Therefore he wears upon his head the 
crown of honour, power, and stl'ength, and except God 
Himself in His trinity, there can be nothing foulld in 
heaven that is higher, or more beautiful or powerful, than 
.he." (Aurora, xii. 86.) 

"As Michael has been created after the type and 
beauty of God the Father, so was Lucifer created after 
the type and beauty of God the Son, bound to Him in 
love, and his heart was resting in the centre of light, as 
if he were God Himself." (A urora, xii. I 0 I.) . 

.. The third king, Uriel, is formed after the type and 
character of the Holy Spirit. He is a magnificent and 
beautiful prince of God, and also bound up in love with 
the other princes, as in one heart." (Aurora, xii. I I I.) 

From the three result the Beven, according to a law 
that is manifesting itself eternally on all planes of exist
ence. There are seven qualities 01' properties revealed 
in the life of God; there are seven natural qualities, 

1 Jehovah. 
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and there are likewise seven high angals besides the 
former three, after which follow innumerable subdivisiolls 
of angels and spirits, occupying different ranks on the 
ladder of eternal progression. 

These "angels," "thrones," and "dominions" we find 
also in the Hindu mythology, although under different 
names. It ought to be kept in mind that "myths" are 
not " fables." Myths are representations of actualities 
clothed in a fabulous form. Their kernel is true, even if 
the shell in which it is clothed is an illiISion. 

"There are seven principal qualities in the divine 
Power, wherefrom the centre of God is born, and like
wise there are some powerful princes of angels created, 
each one, according to his main quality, being a ruler in 
the army to which he belongs. Each of them, is next to 
his king or archangel, the chieftain of other subordinate 
Rngels." (Aurora, xii. 7.) 

"God has also called into existence other princes of 
angels, corresponding to the seven spirits,such as Gabriel, 
Raphael, &c." (Aurora, xii '88.) 

"We have to consider especially seven high princely 
divisions in three hierarchies, according to the fountain 
of the seven qualities of nature, each of these forms ulti
mating ill one throne." (Grace, x. 24.) 

Although these self-conscious powers or angels are 
differentiated, each class and each individual having its 
own special characteristics, nevertheless they originate 
all from one common root, and in so far as they have 
remained faithful to their Creator, they are united by 
the most powerful love and harm OilY, and mingle with 
each other like the individual tones constituting one 
grand accord in creation. 

"The angels llave among themselves only one love
will. Neither of them envies the other on account of his 
beauty, but they are. in regard to each other like the 
spirits of God. They love each other, and neither of 
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them imagines himself to surpass another in beauty; but 
each rejoices in the beauty and loveliness of the rest." 
(Aurora, xii. 17). 

"When the spirits of God arise in their divine glory, 
they cannot be bound in such a manner as would pre
vent them from intermingling with each other, and the 
angels are not limited by the locality in which they 
reside. The spirits of God perpetually rise within each 
other, and in th~ir eternal generation they enjoy a con
tinual exchange of love. Thus the holy angels move 
within each other and go with each other in all the 
three kingdoms, whereby each one receives from the 
other beauty of form, loveliness and virtue, and supreme 
happiness; but each one retains the position belonging 
to him (his centre of gravitation) which in his aspect as 
a created being has been assigned to him as his own 
special property." (Aurora, xii. 57.) 

All the a.ngels have been created out of the fire and 
the light; each of them is therefore a complete being, 
having within himself all the seven qualities in various 
stages of unfoldment. In the evolution of the seventh 
the corporeal body is formed, because the third quality 
reappears in the form of the seventh. This reappearance 
of the third within the seventh constitutes the "resur-

t rection of the flesh." Not in a dead and putrefied corpse, 
but in the living soul, does that resurrection take place. 

" When God created the angels, the principle of fire 
and light became manifest. Their spirit or life-anguish 
(consciousness) has its origin in the fire. From thence 
it passed· through the light, and became there the anguish 
of .10ve, by which the wrath was extinguished." (Men
sckwerdung, i. 3-10.) 

"The angels have all been created in the first prin
ciple, formed and corporified by the moving Spirit, and 
illumined by the light of God." (Tl£ree P1-inciples, 
iv. 67.) 
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" From aU eternity the light of God was lovely, sweet, 
and clear; but when God moved to create, the matriz 
(the foundation), with its fiery, dark, acrid and bitter 
qualities, became manifest; for the angels have been 
created out of that matrix into the light, and rendered 
corporeal by the moving Spirit." (Aurora, v. 24.) 

"Each angel has the power of the seven primitive 
spirits within himself." (Aurora, xii. 8.) 

" The body of the angels-that is to say, its apprehen
sibility, originates from the seventh spirit, and the gene
rating powers in that body are the seven spirits." 
(Aurora, xvi. IS.) 

The Lody of the angels is the incorporated spirit of 
nature, and it encloses the seven other spirits. They 
generate themselves in that body, as is also the case in 
the Godhead." (Aurora, iii 30.) 

If the terrestrial world which we know is corporeal to 
us, having been thrown into objectivity by the power of 
the divine Will acting upon the images existing in the 
bosom of eternal Wisdom, there is no reason why the 
same Will should not have called into existence in the 
same way a superterrestrial, supersensual, and celestial 
world, whose subjects will be as real and corporeal to 
its inhabitants as the objects in our world are corporeal 
to us . 

. "There is a life superior to life in this world in 
eternity. The spirit of this world (the terrestrial mind) 
cannot conceive of its nature. It has within itself all 
the qualities of this terrestrial life, but not in such 
inflamed essences as the latter. Truly, it also has a fire, 
and a very powerful one, but it burns in a different 
way; it is sweet, mild, and without pain; it does not 
consume, but causes majesty and living splendour, and 
its spirit is pure love and joy." (Thr.eefold Life, viii. I.) 

"In heavell, in the spiritual world, are the same 
qualities as there are in the terrestrial world; but they 
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are there not manifested in such a furious (~ross) form, 
but in a superior state, like darkness that is absorbed by 
light." (Mysterium, x. 7.) 

As the eyes of the blind are unable to see the objects 
of the exte.rnal world, so those whose spiritual perceptions 
have not been opened will be unable to perceive the 
objects existing within the inner world. 

There are objective products in that celestial world 
which appear there as "natural" as ours appear on the 
terrestrial plane; but as the celestial world is far more 
refined, glorious, and beautiful than the terrestrial world, 
those products must also be superior to any that can be 
found upon this earth • 

.. The celestial powers, by their interaction, generate 
trees and bu~hes, whereon grows the beautiful and lovely 
fruit of life. Likewise, by means of these powers, there 
arise various flowers of' beautiful celestial colours and 
exquisite odour, in a similar manner as in this perverted 
and dark terrestrial valley various kinds of trees, shrubs, 
flowers, and fruits grow, and as the earth produces 
beautiful stones, silver, and gold. All these external 
forms are symbols of the celestial generation. Nature 
labours very diligently with the degenerated and inert 
earth, for the purpose of producing celestial forms and 
kinds; but she produces only dead, dark, bitter, cold. 
and evil fruits. In heaven there are no such dead, hard, 
wooden trees as in the ten-estrial sphere, but spiritual 
growths. Nevertheless We speak, not symbolically, but 
of real, actual plants, and this is to be taken in no other 
than in a literal sense." (Aurora, iv. 10.) 

The objects existing ill the ideal, but nevertheless per
fectly real world, are as far above those existing in 
the external world as the ideal conceptions of a great 
genius are above what he can possibly execute by his 
hands. 
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The realm which formerly was governed by Lucifer em· 
braced our earth and the whole depth of the swrry sky. 
The realms of Michael and p'riel are equal in extent to 
the former, and exist beyond the starry sky. 

"What Boehme says about the extent of the kingdoms 
of Michael and Uriel is not to be taken in an external 
terrestrial sense. The realm of Lucifer before his rebel
lion was immaterial like the others, and only afterwards 
descended into materiality and terrestrial relations to 
space." (Hamberger.) 

"The whole locality of this world, the depth of the 
earth and above the earth, up to the sky and the created 
heaven itself, which we see with our eyes, but which, 
nevertheless, we cannot comprehend ~ith our senses-all 
this space is one kingdom, wherein Lucifer was the ruler 
before his fall; but the other two kingdoms, that of 
Michael and Uriel, exist beyond the. created heaven 
(space) and are equal to the former realm." (Aurora, 
vii. 7.) 

"The angels are God's instruments in governing the 
world, and as such they not only glorify the celestial 
natUl'e wherein they rule, but they also dominate over 
the terrestrial world and its individual regions." 

They rule the world according to the principle of 
divine wisdom which is manifested in and through them, 
and not, like man, according to their notions or smartness 
or policy. They execute the will of God, and not any 
will of their own. . 

"God t1)e eternal One rules all things by means of the 
activity of the angels. . The power and the action is of 
God; but they are His instruments," (Theosophical Ques· 
tiona, vi. 7.) 

"That which the angels will and desire is brought .into 
images and forms by means of their thoughts," (Thea. 
sophical Questions, vi. 9.) 

They are full of the will of divinity, and therefore 
their thoughts are rendered effective by that will, and do 
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not vanish like the superficial fancies of man, fed by his 
imaginary self-will. 

" Whenever the celestial melody of the angels begins t" 
sound, there are arising within the divine sal-nitre vari
ous worlds of growths, figures, and magnificent colours." 
(Aurora, xii. 24.) 

"Each country has its princely guardian spirit, with 
its legions. Likewise there are angels governing the 
four elements-fire, water, air, and earth." (Mysterium, 
viii. 9.) 

If man knew the beauties of the spiritual world by 
which he is surrounded, and which he may see when he 
awakens from the dream of external life by becoming 
self-conscious in the spirit, his interest in the affairs 
of this mundane existence would be diminished to a con
siderable extent. Such a knowledge, however, is only 
attainable to those who are capable of entering the in
terior state, and has nothing to do with the dreams of the 
visionary who revels among the products of his own fancy. 

St. Martin says: "There" (in the higher world) "it is 
not like in our dark dwelling-place, wherein sounds can 
only be compared with sounds, colours with colours, and a 
substance only with that which is directly related to it. 
There all things are more closely related with each other. 
There the light is sounding; melody produces light; colours 
have motions, because they are living, and the objects are 
all at once sounding, transparent, moving, and can pene-
trate each other." . 

The belief in guardian angels is· not a fable. Man is 
surrounded by good and by evil, self-conscious and in
visible powers, which may influence him for good or for 
evil. His soul is the battle-field where the combat be
tween devils and angels takes place, and he is free to side 
with the one or the other, as is beautifully described in 
the "Bhagavad Gita." The evil influences are easily 
attracted if we merely remain passive to their power; but 
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the spirit of holiness cannot enter unless unholiness is 
chased away. In this battle against evil the angels are 
always ready to assist man in an invisible. manner against 
the temptations of the" devils," provided that he is willing 
to receive such an aid. 

cc The external nature of this world cannot comprehend 
the nature of heaven. Both are compared with each 
other, like death compared with life. We cannot see the 
angels according to our external nature, nl:!ither can they 
QE!~ith_ us ex~ernally; but they reside internally with us. 
Whenever we battle with the devil they ward off his 
blows, and thus they take under their protection the soul 
that aspires for that which is holy." (Aurora, xix. 30.) 

cc Know that the devil often fights with the angels. 
When the soul of man is secure in God, t1.en the devil 
desires to enter; but he is stopped, so that he cannot do 
what he wills. Whenever the soul imagines, and lustful 
desires begin to arise, then is the devil victorious."l (Three
fold Life, xiv. 13.) 

.. Each principle is attracted by, knows, and loves that 
which is like unto its own self. The principles existing 
within the periphery are acting upon their corresponding 
principles in the centre. Love acts upon love, hat.eupon 
hate; good is attracted by good, and evil by evil. IJ. 
there is no evil desire active in man, evil influences can
not take root in his soul. The devil is the poorest of all 
creatures. He cannot move a leaf upon a tree unless the 
wrath is contained therein." (Theosophical Points, v. 18.) 

Man without any principle could know nothing; it is 
always a certain principle in him that recognises its cor
responding principle in nature. A man without love can
not know what love is. Neither can anyone recognise 
the Christ, or be recognised by Him, unless he has the 
Christ within his own soul. 

1 Therefore no man can resist, successfully resist the devil by fighting 
him on the same level, nor can anyone overcome tempt.tions in the end 
except by rising .hove them. 
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The selt-will, i.e., the will of GQd perverted in Ii created 
being, is the "fire-life" of the latter and the cause ,of its 
anguish. All the angels have. originally beel! cr~ated 
out of the light; but for the purpose of remaining 
therein they had to gi:ve up to God t~eir fire-life, andl 
not rise up in their self:wiIl against the Lord. ./ 

"F..ach angel who wishes to live ill the light and power 
of God must :gi v~ . up' t1!e seUhood of. the, dominion of 

, the fire withih the desire.;' he • m~~ surre~der him,self 
and aU that belongs to ,him to the will of God; h..e __ must 
die in regard to his self-will, and unfold in, thedight of 

, love 'as 3' f~llit'. of ,divine love, so that the ~will-spirit (the 
spiritual will) of God shall rule his life." (Stief. ii. 49.) 

"The devil was an angel, and it would have been his 
duty 'to put his imagination (faith) into the light of God. 
In. that case he would have received the divine substan
tialityin his imagination, and his light would have rema.ined 
luminous. . The fire-fountain would have remained' in 
that essence and quality, and he would have remained an 
ange1." (Tilk. i. I 87.) 

Thus those who crave for intellectual knowledge, while 
deserting the basis of the true knowledge of God, will 
ultimately become the victims of their own conceit, and 
turn into devils. 

In the recognition of good and evil rests the freedom 
of choice. This knowledge is attained by means of 
the fourth form. If that quality has awakened in a 
being, then may the latter go ahead in a forward direction 
either toward absolute good or evil until the orbit is 
reached, where the attraction of one or the other ceases 
to act. As long as this limit is not reaJhed, a being may 
either enter the divine love-will, or turn in the opposite 
direction, and sink within the lower qualities of nature. 

~'_In_ .... the,>1ieht~_ f!~s~the fourth form of Ilature, is 
the origin of life, and it attains perfection in the con
stancy of the fire. ~~r~, in the object of division, !~_ the 
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spirit born, and tlds spirit can either go backwards and 
enter- with. his imagination into his mother, the dal'k 
world, or move forward, and by means of death sink into 
the anguisk of the fire, and then bloom out into life. 
He is free, ,and therefore ,either of these two ways is 
within IUs cboice." ('l'heosophical Poinfnt, vii. 2.) 

Every being is free and responsible only according to 
the degree'Qj its knowledge; not its intellectual know'· 
ledge,· but according to that which is the result of the, 
experiences of its spirit-its" conscience." 
. "In the principle of fire is the turning-point. ,There 
the will may move in whatevE!r dire~tion he c1!-oo,sJs. If 
it desires the "N otlting," i.e., freedom, it 'must sacrifice 

- itself to the fire, ood siuk in the de~th of that principle.1 

Then the Father, the eternal Will to nature, will put-it 
into the will of the Son; where for the grE/at deal 
which that being has given, it will receive all; but 
not to its own honour, but for the glorification aud power 
of God. When this is accomplished, God in sllch a man 
is his will and his doing, and his fire becomes a light 
and a clear mirror; but if he does not will to do so, but 
wishes to be himself a master, and to possess multiplicity 
for his own self i then must he enter into the severe 
astringency, iuto the world of darkness, and cannot con
duct himself in his principles higher than up to the fire, or 
rather only up to the lightning flash. He remains in 
darkness, because only freedom outside of nature can. 
supply the light and the clearness." (Theosophical. 
Points, vii. 6). 

The fourth form is the object of division after the 
death of the body, and the centre of consciousness will 
be either with tlte higher part or the lower, according to 
the preponderance of either good or evil. The higher 

1 To "desire the Nothing" does not mean to become nDconscioUB of 
everything, like a man when htl goes to sleep, but it means" contentment," 
and a state of perfect rest and happineBB found in the self-consciousness of 
being and possessing the All 
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consciousness enters the light; the lower consciousnes~ 
continues to exist in its own hell-fire and self-created 

• suffering. God" redeems" man by redeeming Himself 
from man's animal elements, to which he is tied during 
the terrestrial life of the personality. 

Lucifer could have retained his state of celestial life; 
it was by his own will that he surrendered himself to 
the wrath of nature. 

" The life of .the eternal creature was in its beginning 
entirely free, because it was in the appropriate har
monious temperature. The angels were created for 
heaven, and even if the world of darkness with the 
realm of phantasy was contained therein, it was in lat~nt 
cundition, and not manifest. By the action of the free 
will in the fallen angels the world of darkness became 
objective in them; because they were inclined towards 
phantastry (speculation), and consequently the latter took 
possession of them and arose in their essence." ( Grace, 
iv. 45.) 

"One should not think that King Lucifer could not 
have remained that which he was. He had before him 
the light of the majesty, just like the other throne angels. 
If he had contemplated therein, he wonld have remained 
an angel; but because he acted according to his own 
selfish will, he is now an enemy of the love of God, and 
of all holy angels." (Mensckwerdung, i. 2 I 7.) 

. He knew the will of God, and nevertheless acted in 
opposition to it, and therefore he did not become merely 
an idiot, but a devil. 

"The realm of illusion has been from eternity, and 
gave cause to the angels' fall; it presented the conditions 
without which such a fall from the angelic state could 
not have taken place; but Lucifer entered into it by 
his own free will, and without any coercion." (Grace, 
vi. 2.) 

" Lucifer had within himself the fire and the light. He 
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was free. Why then did he imagine (project his con
sciousness) into the fire? The light and the power of God 
did not draw him into the fire, but the wrath of nature. 
Why did his spirit consent?" (Menschwerdung, i. j.) 

"The fiery lust, which was strong in Lucifer, incited 
him. Likewise the darkness (mattel') wanted to become 
created (objective) in him." (Mysterium Magnum, ix. 9.) 

The very divine beauty, and the high power and au· 
thority with which Lucifer was invested, incited him to 
attempt to rise above God, instead of surrendering himself 
to Him in humility,l.and thus he stimulated the activity 
of his sourcive spirits (latent principles) in an unnatural 
manner. 

IC When the kingly body of Lucifer became corporifiecl 
(organised), and his spirits (principles or qualities) began 
to become qualified and generated (unfolded), the lightning 
fl~h of life arose in his heart, and the spirit went from 
the heart back again into all the veins of his (organising) 
body, inflaming all the seven spirits. Thus he stood, a 
divine king, in transcendent clearness." (Aurora, xiv. 4.) 

His condition may be compared to that of a man who 
uses the powers which are given him for the purpose of 
enabling him to rise up to the kingdom of God to feed 
his own passions. 

"When Lucifer saw that he was so very beautiful, aud 
when he realised his high birth and great power, the spirit 
which he had generated in himself (i.e., his own free will) 
arose and became desirous to triumph over the divine 
birth, and to exalt itself above the heart of God." (Au
rora, xiv. 13, 32.) 

"When Lucifer was in such a kingly form, and placed 
in such high glory, he ought to have moved in God as 
God moved in him; but this he did not do, for after his 

1 True humility does not consist in self·abasement, but in the entire sac
rifice of one's lower self, whereby the power and the majesty of God 
become revealed· in man. 

H 
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sourcive spirits were endowed with such a glorious light, 
they were filled with so much joy that they revolted 
against the natural right (the law), and desired a still 
higher, prouder, and more magnificent qualification than 
God Himself. Then it happened that the acrid qUality 
contracted her essence to such a state of hardness that 
the sweet water therein became exsiccated. Simultaneously 
(with that) the lightning flash was so glaring that it be
came intolerable to the rising spirits, because it went into 
the acrid quality in such a terrible manner, as if it wanted 
to burst them asunder with great joy." (Aurora, xiii. I 16.) 

It must not be supposed that God created an especial 
pain for the purpose of punishing Lucifer for his sinful 
conceit; but Lucifer himself inaugurated a hell for him
self by turning away from God and exciting the lower 
natural qualities. 

"God did not create a hell or a specitll state of suffer
ing wherein to torment the creatures that deserted Him; 
but as soon as the devils went out of the light and 
attempted to rule by the power of fire over the beatitude 
in the heart of God, in the same moment they were out
side of God and in the four lower qualities of eternal 
nature. Thereby they were kept imprisoned iu the abyss 
of hell." (Threefold Life, ii. 53.)1 

"The devil is not affected with any pain coming from 
the outside, but (the cause of all suffering) is in himself. 
This is the 11e11 wherefrom he is created, and the light of 
God is his eternal dishonour, because he is the enemy of 
God, and no longer in the light of God." (Three Prin
ciples, iv. 36.) 

"The foundation of hell was from eternity; however, 
it was not manifest, but hidden until it became awakened." 
(Theosophical Questions, xv. i.) 

1 Hell Is created in man by the awakening of his lower qualities, whereby 
they attain self·consciousness and aelf·will, and refuse to obey the divine 
will in man. 
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"The four lower principles without the eternal light 
are the abyss, the wrath of God, and hell. Their light 
is the terrible lightning-flash, wherein they must awaken 
themselves." (Threefold Life, ii. 50.) 

" The acrid and stem desire moved in Lucifer, awaken
ing the sting and the desire of anguish. Thus the beautiful 
star overshadowed its own light and perished, and its 
legions acted as he did." (Mysterium, ix. 10.) 

Neither could Lucifer's legions have acted in any other 
way, because it was his' will acting in them. They are 
parts of himself. 

All the forms of nature are warring furiously against 
each other in Lucifer, being in a state of implacable 
animosity towards each other. They generate in him a 
proud and dark monster, instead of a son of God, united 
with Him in love • 

.. If the spirits arising (in Lucifer) would have inter
acted peacefully and according to the will of God, they 
would have generated a son _ within themselves who 
would have been like the Son of God and His beloved 
brother; but when they arose in a state of keen igni
tion, they generated a self-conceited, triumphant son, who, 
according to the first quality, was hard, harsh, cold, 
and dark; and according to the second, of a bitter, burn
ing, fiery appearance. The sound in him was a hard 
fire-sound, and in the place of love there was proud 
enmity. Thus in the seventh form of nature there 
appeared a proud monster which fancied to be above God 
and that there was no equal to it. Love was grown cold; 
the heart of God could not touch this perverted being. 
Whenever that heart, full of benevolence and loveliness, 
moved to meet it, the heart of the monster appeared dark, 
cold, hard, and fiery."l (Aurora, xiii 40-47.) 

1 The same is the case with every one who turns away from the light 
and seeks the darkness, until at last he becomes identified with the dark .. 
ness, and can no longer separate himself from it. 
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"The acrid quality was the first murderer, for seeing 
that he was generating a beautiful light, he contracted 
still harder than God had created him. The second 
quality, as the second murderer, went with great 
strength into the acrid one, as if he wanted to rend· its 
body to pieces. Xhe heat, being the third murderous 
spirit, killed its mother, the sweet water. The sound 
arose so furiousJy that'it sounded like a .clap of thunder; 
it intended thereby to prove its own new divinity, and 
the firearQse like a terrible glare of lightning. Thus 
the whole body became a dark valley, alld there was no 
comfort nor help. Love' turned into enmity, and the 
angel of light became a black and dark d.evil." (.Aurora, 
xiv. 19-25.) 

As the saint becomes identified with God, so the 
. wicked may become identified with the devil. Either of 

the two is an "incarnation" of that principle which has 
.attained self-conseiousness in him. . 

Lucifer having conceived a will entirely opposed to 
the divine, and intending to put his o\fh products in the 
place of the formations of God, not only God, but also 
the pure angels, especially Michael with his legions, 
separated from him. 

" Lucifer saw creation and knew its foundation. There
upon he also wanted to be a god, and to rule in all things 
by the power of fire. He wanted to bring inta form his 
own thoughts, and not that which the Creator desired. 
Thus he became an enemy of God, and desired to destroy 
what was formed by the action of God for the purpose of 
putting in its place his own effects and figurations." 
(Theosophical Quutions, x. I.) 
. fI Lucifer having left the harmony of God, the holy 
name of God separated from him and remained in its 
pwn unity; but Lucifer remained in the qualities of the 
central fire which he had awakened within himsel£." 
(Theosophical Questions, x. 6.) 
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" The dark realm of phantasy and the creature which 
is constituted by the fallen angels is only one thing. one 
will. one being; and as this rebellious will did not want 
to reside and rule solely in the phantasy. but wanted to 
rule also in the holy power wherein it stood at first. 
the holy power repelled it out of itself and hid itself 
away before it-that is to say. the inner heaven shut 
it out of its own state. so that it could not see God. 
Thus it died to the kingdom of goodwill." (Grace, 
iV·46.) 

"When Lucifer proved to be such a tyrant and cor
rupter of all that is good. the whole army of heaven 
tumed against him. and he likewise turned against every
thing. Then the battle began, and the arch-prince 
Michael with his legions fought against him, and the 
devil with his legions conquered not; but was driven 
away from his position as one who has been conquered." 1 

(Aterora, xvi .. 9.) 

The separation of Lucifer from the world of light was 
a total separation, but not a local one in the ordinary 
sense of this word. 

"The world of light knows nothing of the devils, and 
the devils know nothing about the world of light except 
that they once belonged to it." (Theosophical Points. 
V.2.) 

" Heaven is in hell, and hell is in heaven, and neYer
theless there is neither of them revealed to the other. 
Even if the devil were travelling for many hundred 
thousands of miles, for the purpose of going to heaven, 
he would nevertheless always remain in hell. Thus the 
angels do not see the darkness; they see only the light 
of divine power; but the devils see only the darkness of 
the wrath of God." (Mysterium. viii. 28). 

1 It must not be supposed that the good angela" made up their minda ., 
to fight Lucifer, but this separation waa according to natural laws, in the 
same aenae aa water ia opposed to :fire. . 
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Every being is in that state which constitutes its own 
consciousness. 

The hellish 'being has not yet attained completion in 
its develQpment. The existence of the terrestrial world, 
in whose evil plU'ts the evil spirits reside and work, is an 
obstacle to that. 

As man loses his knowledge of God, he correspondingly 
loses his pOwel': for evil A man cannot become a com
plete devil until he attains Godlike knowledge and cor
responding powers. 

" As the devils, led by conceit and wantonness, ignited 
themselves, they have now been entirely cast out from 
the generation of light, and cannot conceive or compre
hend it in all eternity. Nevertheless the dwelling of 
Lucifer is not yet completed, because in all things in 
thi!! world thereJl,re love an~ wrath still resig.j.ng together, 
and wrestling and battling with each -other. Still those 
things or beings realise not the wrestling of light, but 
merely the wrestle of wrath." 1 (Aurora, xviii. 32.) 

"The hellish being is not yet fully manifest; the 
devils will have to wait for a still greater jU~~il.!lt. 
The sun and the water keep their kingdom still hidden 
unto the day of reckoning, and therefore the devils have 
so much fear of the judgment day." (Theosophical 
'Questions, xiii. IS.) 

"There are always two kingdoms ( states) to be d~s
tinguished in the elements. In one of these rules the 
love that issued £rom God, and in-the -other His wrath. 
thedeVns reside only in the realni of wraili;--wherethey 
are enclosed withineternJl,I night, and they cannot come 
in contact with the good powers of the elements." (Thea
tmphical Questions, xiii. 7.) 

. . 
1 The good which we receive is not recognised, because it causes no 

. pain. No one complains about receiving more blessings than he merits; 
but the deserved evjl.which we receive causes aufiering, and the unmerited 
evil i. keenly resented. 
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The evil spirits are especially inimical to man; but 
they cannot injure him if his will is directed towards the 
divine, and if he does not permit himself to be captured 
by evil desire. 

No man, except he who is regenerated in the spirit. is • 
free and his own master. It is always either divine or 
diabolical influences acting through him; but he is en
dowed with a certain amount of divine reason to choose 
either the one or follow the other. 

II If we leap into e.1loI1111I desire, we shall be captured 
by it, and then will the anguish of the abyss be lord o,!er 
YlL- But if by the power of our will we ascend beyond 
this world, then will the world _ of life capture our will, 
aiiifGod will be our Lord." (Theosophical Points, vi. 5.) 
- -" Let -no man think that it is in the power of the 

devil to tear from his heart -the works produced by the 
light. He can neither see them nor understand what 
they are. Therefore, even if in the most external genera
tion -th-e devil rages and storms, as long as you do not 
yourself transfer the prod)lcts of wrath into the light of 
your heart. your _soul will be safe from being injured by 
tliedeviI, he being deaf and blind in the light." (Aurora, 
xix. 97.) 

Lucifer anticipated the misery which he was bringing 
upon himself; but his knowledge was only a "science "
that is to say. it was not a condition fully realised by his 
experience; it was rather of a theoretical character than 
actual self-knowledge, and having lost the spiritual power 
of faith to aid him to maintain his position. this "science" 
was not sufficient to keep him from his fall. Moreover, 
he was curious to attain something entirely new. 

" Did then Lucifer not know of the judgment of God 
and the fall ? Yes, he knew it well; but he had this 
knowledge not in his feeling (he did not realise it as an 
actual experience); it was with him merely a science, an 
intellectual conception." (Mysterium. -ix. 9.) 
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" Lucifer knew that he was not God, and he also knew 
the extent of his power; but he wanted some entirely 
new experience, he wanted to be higher than God, and to 
elevate his power over all kingdoms, and over all of th; 
Godhead." (Aurora, xiv. 14.) 

God also knew, in His eternal wisdom, that the fall 
of Lucifer would take place. 

"In eternal wisdom~ or, to speak more correctly, in 
eternal nature, the fall of the devil (and also of man) 
has been perceived even before the world was created.'~ 
(Three Principles, ix. 22.) . 

"The image of the created being has been seen in wis
dom according to its aspects in wrath and love. Herein 
also has the Spirit of God, issuing eternally from the 
the light and the fire of the Father, foreseen the fa11-. 
namely, that this image, if shaped into a corporeal ~eing, 
would be attracted by the wrath, and lose its divine 
splendour." (Stief. iii. 58.) 

Although God foresaw that fall, nevertheless it could 
not be prevented. 

" It may be asked why God did not restrain Lucifer from 
his evil desire? But hpw could this have been done? 
If this being of fire would have been led into still more 
mildness and love, his glorious light would then have 
Lecome still Inore manifest to him, and his fiery self-will 
would thereby have increased. Should He educate him 
by punishing him? It was already Lucifer's purpose to 
excite within himself the magic foundation, and to play 
with the centre of the qualities.". (M'lIsterium, ix. 14.) 

Lucifer wanted to' know the darkness, and had no desire 
for the light. Man must know evil for the purpose of 
becoming able to realise the good, after which he returns 
to the latter; but as everything seeks for its own corre
spondiug principle, lie in whom evil has become paramount 
will remain in evil. 
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"Behold a thistle or a nettle. The more sunshine and 
power they receive, the more stings will they produce. 
Thus, if God pours His love into the devil, the products 
of the devil are anger and hate." (See Grace, iv. 37.) 

An end of the hellish torment 1 is inconceivable. Such 
an end would involve either a change of Lucifer's pride 
into humility, o! a destruction of the whole work of 
creation. 

"If Lucifer were again to become an angel, to become 
such he would .have to draw again from the unity and 
love of God; his fire-life would have to be consumed by 
love, and to be changed into humility; but this the hellish 
foundation (the will) in the devils refuses to permit." 
(Theosophical Questions, vii. 5.) 

"The hellish essence, having an eternal foundation, the 
will cannot perish, unless the whole of creation would 
cease to exist and eternal nature in her own loveliness be 
extinguished. But in this case the kingdom of joy would 
be equally lost." (Theosophical Questions, v. 3.) 2 

1 The word" torment" means here not neceBBarily "pain," hut" con· 
BciousneBB." The "devil" does not suffer as long as he is in his own 
element. 

2 That which has become self·consciouB in evil cannot be cbanged into 
good without first becoming unconscious o( ita own evil self; but if the 
being is wholly evil, such a complete deatb would also prevent the possi. 
bility of its becoming conscious of good. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE RESTORATION OF NATURE AND THE 
GENERATION OF MAN. 

" IF we speak about heaven and the birth of the elements, 
we are then not telling of things that are far away or 
foreign to us, but of that which is taking place within 
our own self, and there is nothing nearer to us than this 
birth, for we are therein as in our own mother. If we 
speak of heaven, we then speak of our home, of our own 
country, wherein the illumined soul can see, even if that 
country is hidden before the eyes of the body." (Prin
ciples, vii. 7.) 

The Mosaic account of creation was never intended to 
be a history of the creation of the world from the begin
ning, but it is a history of the renewal or the restoration 
of the natural world that was formerly ruled by Lucifer, 
and which was thrown into disorder and convulsion by 
his desertion from God. 

"Before the times of the wrath there were in the 
locality of this world the six sourcive spirits generating 
the seventh in a sweet and lovely manner, as is even 
now done in heaven, and there was growing therein not 
even a spark of wrath. All that was contained therein 
was light and clear, needing no other light, for the foun
tain of love within the heart of God was illumining 
all. Nature was then very ethereal, and everything 
therein stood in great power. But as soon as in na~ure 
the war with the proud devils began, everything took 
another shape and mode of action. The light became ex
tinguished in the external generation, and therefore the 
heat became imprisoned in corporeity and could no 
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longer generate its own life. From this cause death then 
e~.tered into nature, and nature degenerated. Conse
quentlyanother creation of light had to be inaugurated, 
and without that the earth would have had to remain in 
e~~rnal death."1 (Aurora, xvii. 2; iv. IS.) 

Everything in nature was to bloom out and become 
newly-born, as may be seen by beholding minerals and 
stones, trees, grass, and herbs, and animals of various 
kinds, and although all these formations were perish
able and not pure in the sight of God, nevertheless 
God intended to extract from them at the end of this 
time their heart and kernel, and to separate them from 
the wrath and death, and then that which had thus been 
regenerated was to bloom eternally, and to bear again 
celestial fruits outside of and beyond the locality of this 
world." 2 (Aurora, xxiv. 2S.) 

" The same sal-nitre" (the material basis or foundation), 
" which at the time of the ignition of the wrath perished 
in death, has at the time of regeneration been raised 
in the flash of fire. It has not become an.ything new, 
but merely another form of corporeity, which is now in 
a state of death" (existing relatively to us as gross 
matter).s (Aurora, xxii. 80.) 

The outcast spirits, having produced in nature a state of 
ignition, God gathered together the essence of that nature, 
and thereby He withdrew it from the reach of those powers, 
putting a stop to their insolence by means of water.' 

1 "Lucifer" is to be regarded not as a separate being within this world, 
but as a power penetrating the whole of the visible universe, in the same 
sense as that universe may now be regarded as being the body of universal 
spiritual man. 

I In other words, the tendency of the spiritual principle is to spiritualise 
and illumine everything by becoming active therein. 

8 In the same sense the power of a seed to develop into a tree may 
remain latent for many years until the conditions present themselves for 
its manifestation. 

• Thus the fire of passion is subdued in man by the" water" of eternal 
life distilled from humility, which baptizes the soul and tranquillises the 
turbulent elements. . 
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"The outcast spirits were still in the quality of the 
Father, and therefore they ignited the quality of nature 
by means of their imagination~ so that the celestial 
substance became earth and stones, and the sweet spirit 

water a burning ft+'r this the cre,,,±j '" 
world took place, i. 2-8.) 

could not take long as all the 
'Syere in a state ; only aftea 
of God moved waters of the 

could the divine Word take form. 
" When the eternal Word moved, because of the malice 

of Lucifer, and for the purpose of expelling this evil guest 
from his residence into eternal darkness, the essence was 
rendered compact (coagulated). God was not willing to 

tho manifested Lucifer ruled 
any longer in hIE; 

into a state of 
" (Mysterium, 

g'gayein consists thY that he awagel}<;g 
the mother of fire and wanted to rule over the benevo
lence in the heart of God. This fire is now his hell; but 
this hell God has captured by means of heaven-i.e., the 
mother of water. For while the locality of this world 
. was to burn on his account in the fire, God moved to 
create, and created the water, From this has resulted 

and the Y'latery depth. 
,flodom and when their sin 

the devil desirous of maifd,,,ln~ 
the prince of 

mith fire and 
But while the devil imagined to be lord in that place, 
and to have there his dwelling, God thought of breaking 
his pride; He caused water to come there, and thus He 
extinguished his glory." 1 (Threefold Life, viii 24.) 

&1&168 to show the intim6te eeI1ting between the 
,~,aterial worlds. +.rheee and a " material H 

mti1h are merely manif",tl,il"11 une element. 
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By His creative will, full of love, God caused the 
light to arise, and thus He direct~d the vower of dark
ness downwards into the depths. Thus, when the soul 
of man rises up to eternal freedom, the powers of dark
ness disappear in the abyss below; 

"The wrath did not touch the heart of God j but His 
benevolent love issues from His heart, penetrating into 
the most e~1!l generation of wrath, and extinguishing 
the latter. Therefore He said, Let there be light:' 
(.Aurora, 85.) . 

"When God spoke, Let there be light, the holy power 
which was conceived together with the wrath, moved, 
and the power of the devil was entirely withdrawn from 
him in its essence." . (Mysterium, xii. 14.) , 

"Thus the darkness remained within the quality of 
the wrath in the substance of tIle earth, and within the 
whole depth of this world; and in the substance of light, 
the light of nature from heaven-i.e., out of the fifth 
essence, arose that whereof the constellation was created. 
This essence is everywhere, in the earth and above the 
earth." ~ (Aurora, xii. 15.) 

By means of this new creation of the light, the new 
life had begun to stir everywhere; but this creation, in 
accordance with the number of the divine spirits which 
were active thereby, arrived at a state of perfection only 
on the seventh day.2 

"When God spoke the word, Let there be light, 
the essence, the being within the quality of the light, 
!stirred not only within the earth, but also within the 
whole depth, in great power; wherefrom on the fourth 

1 The same takes place within the heart of man when his mind becomes 
illumined by the light of divine wisdom that arises from the divine centre 
in him. 
. I The aeventh "day" for our planet is always and nevertheless it has 
not yet arrived, because the six days beloug to~ time and the seventh to 
eternity. . 
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day the sun was created-that is to say, ignited." 
Mysterium, xii 13.) 

.. When God stirred to create this world, it was not 
that only one part moved and the other one rested, but 
there was all in motion at once." (Aurora, xxii 122.) 

.. This motion lasted during six lengths of days and 
nights, when all the seven spirits of God were in com
plete and moving generation, and also the heart of all 
spirits, and the sal-nitre of the earth turned around 
in that time six times within the great wheel." (Aurora, 
xxi 123.) 

.. The day's works refer to the seven qualities, six of 
them belonging to the actual regiment, but the seventh, 
or the essentiality, is that wherein the others are resting; 
for these qualities have been spoken out by God and 
rendered visible:' (Mysterium, xii. 2.) 1 

On the second day a separation took place in the 
power of the light, of the external material from the 
inner immaterial water, and the firmament (that which 
is firm) was put in the middle between these two . 

.. The water of life became separated from the water 
of death; but in such a way that in the time of this 
world they are linked together like body and soul. 
But the heaven, having been made from ,the middle-part 
of the water, is like an abyss between the two, so that 
the conceivable water is a death, but the inconceivable 
one is the life." (Aurora, xxi. 7.) . 

" The water upon the earth is a degenerated and deadly 
being, like the earth herself. This material water, 
contained within the most external generation, has been 
separated from the inconceivable one." (Aurora, xx. 
27·) 

"The water above the firmament is in heaven,. and 

1 The six .. days" are the activities of the Beven forms of etemal nature, 
the seventh is their centre or rest, or the .. temperature." III the seventh, 
.. God " appears as the .. Christ." (See Grace, iii. 39.) 
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the water below the firmament is the material water." 
(Mysterium, xii. 24.) 

"The firmament is the connecting link between time 
and eternity. God calls it 'heaven,' and makes a dis
tinction between the waters; which is to indicate that 
heaven is in the world, but not the world in heaven." 
(Mysterium, xii. 23.) 

Thus the mind of man is the connecting link between 
the celestial and terrestrial state. Heaven and happi
ness may be in his mind, but not his mind in an external 
heaven. 

The spiritual and the material water are not separated " 
from each other in an external manner, or according to 
locality, but wherever there is the material water, there 
is also the spiritual one, and it comes to aid the former . 

.. When I behold the external water, I am forced to say, 
• Here in the water below the firmament is also contained 
water from above the firmament.' But the firmament is 
the middle, and the link (dividing line) between time 

• and eternity, so that neither one of them is the other. 
By means of the external eyes, or the eyes of this world, 
I see only the water below the firmament; but the water 
above the firmament is that which God in Christ has 
instituted for the baptism of regeneration:' (Mysterium, 
xii. 26.) 

"All the water in this world is degenerated, and 
therefore the upper water must come to the aid of the 
earth, and extinguish .her fire and pacify her, so that the 
true water may be born." (.Aurora, xx. 33.) 

Divine inspiration must come to the aid of the mate
:rial thought, so that heavenly thoughts may be born. 

On the third day the fiery and the watery essence, the 
firmament of heaven and the earth, entered again in 
conjunction, and from this there were born grasses and 

.,1'" 
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herbs aud trees, and at the same time there were· also 
formed gold and silver and ores of various kinds. l 

"On the second day God separated the watery and 
the fiery mercury from each other, and called the fiery 
one the firmament of heaven. Then in the spirit of 

• 'external nature there originated a male and a female 
kind-namely, in the fiery Alercury the male, and in the 
watery the female one." «(]laVis, 86.) . 

"On the third day the fiery and the watery MerC1try 
have again entered in conjunction and mixture, and then 
the sal-nitre gave birth to grasses and herbs and· trees." 
(aZavis, 88.) 

" After G()d had put heaven between the love and the· 
wrath, for the purpose of discernment, there on the third 
day love penetrated through heaven into the wrath. 
Then the old and deadened body began to stir and to 
feel the anguish of generation; for love is ardent, and it 
ignited the fountain of fire, and the latter caused a 
friction in the acrid and cold quality of stiffened death, 
until on the third day the acrid quality became heated, 
and thus the acrid earth became moyeable. (Aurora, 
xxv. 29). 

"When the light contained in the sweet water pene
trated through the acrid spirit, the lightning flash, having 
become ignited. in the water, in the acrid, hard, and dead 
quality, it caused motion in everything, and thus C8Jlle 

Ipovability (life) into existence, not only in the .heaven 
above. the earth, but also at the same time within the 
earth. Then there began life to be generated in all 
things, and from. the earth were produced grass, herbs, 
and trees, and within the earth there were formed silver, 
gold, and metals of various kinds." (AUTot'a, xxi. 132; 
xx. 6.) 

1 Three is the number of form, and therefore on the third" day," and 
by means of the third principle, three dimensional forms (there can be DO 

other) came (and continue to come) into objective existence. 
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As the light could be ~ctive only in the corrupted 
essence, there beibg none other, the products formed 
thereby were of a mixed kind, half good and half 
evil. 

"When the light appeared again within the external 
conceivableness, the Word brought forth life out of death, 
and the corrupted. sal-nitre produced fruits again; but 
this had to take place in a certain relation to the depraved 
state existing in the wrath, and as the external forthcom
ing of those fruits took place from the earth, they had to 
become evil and good." (Aurora! xxi. 19.) 

Before the ignition of the sun and the stars took place, 
nature was resting as in a state of death, and the forma
tions proceeding from her were devoid of the living, 
growth-producing power. 

" Until the third day after the ignition of the wrath of 
God in this world, nature remained in anxiety, and was a 
dark valley in death; but on the third day, when th~ 
li~ht of the stars became ignited in the watel' of life, the 
life broke through death, and the new generation began." 
(Aurora, xxiv. 4 I.) 

"In the earth there is above all the acrid quality. 
This contracts the sal-nitre and solidifies the earth, causing' 
it to become a corporeal being, forming therein also bodies 
of various kinds, such as rocks, metals, and manifold roots. 
When this is formed it has nevertheless no life to enable 
it to grow and expand. But when the heat of the suu 
acts upon the soil, various formations prosper and grow in 
the earth." (Aurora, viii. 4 I.) 

Likewise the material and earthly elements in man 
have no ·power themselves to rise superior to their own 
nature. This they can do in no other way than by the 
power of the Divine Spirit. 

Now the eternal light of God shone into the darkness 
of this world and ignited the heat in the firmament or, 

I 
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heaven, and thus out of the, fire arose the light-that' is 
to say, the sun and the starry sky. 
, " After the heaven had been made, for the sake of dis
tinction between the light of God and the corrupted body 
of this world, the latter was a dark valley and without 
light, and all the powers were captured, as if in death, 
and very uneasy until they became kindled in the midst of 
the whole body. But when this took place the love ill 
the light of God broke through that heaven of division 
and ignited the Leat." (Aurora, xxv. 68.) 

co God, the eternal light and the eternal will, shines 
within the darkness, arid the darkness has captured the 
Fill (received it~ activity). In this will arises now the 
anxiety, and in this is the fire, and in the fire the light. 
Thus from the fire the stars have been produced, alld 
from the power of the heavens the sun." (Three Principles, 
viii. 22.) 

All this takes place in a corresponding manner during 
the spiritual regeneration of man. 

Thereby divine Wisdom has manifested itself, not in an 
entirely pure, and therefore not permanent and immutable 
manner, but nevertheless as in a}:lear mirror, and it thereby 
drove the devil backward deep into his darkness. 

Ie On the fourth day God, out of His eternal wisdom, 
created the lord of the third principle (the visible world), 
the sun and the stars. Herein is now truly seen the 
Godhead and the eternal wisdom of God, as in a clear 
mirror. This being, visible before our eyes, is not God 
Himself, but a God in the third principle, which will 
ultimately return to his ether and take an end." (Three 
Principles, viii. 13.) 

"God has made a solid foundation (firmament) ,called 
I heaven,' between the most external and the most internal 
generation, between the clear Godhead and corrupted 
nature, through which one must break if one wants to go 
to God. Of this foundation it is said (Hiob. xiv. IS) that 
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even the heavens are not pure before God, but on the 
day of judgment the w_rath shall be swept therefrom."! 
(.Aurm·a, xx. 41.) 

n At the time of creation another light, the sun, was 
awakened in this world, it having been corrupted by 
Lucifer, and thereby the splendour of the devil was taken 
away. Thus he has been shut in like a prisoner into the 
darkness between the realm of God and the .realm of this 
world, so that he has no longer anything to rule over in 
this world, except in the Turba, wherein is awakened the 
wrath and anger of God." (Menschwerdung, i. 2.) 

The sun has been revealed by means of the soul of the 
world, and is made of the influences of all the stars. He 
is also the life of all the stars. Thus the sun of divine 
Wisdom in man is representing the collective knowledge 
which man has gathered from his experiences, having 
as a basis his OWll divine self-consciousness. Without 
that self-consciousness in God all his intellectual acqui
sitions are merely vapoury, and will pass away. 

"In the soul of the external world, and by means of 
it, God has awakened a king, or, as I would wish to 
call it symbolically, a nQ.tural deity, together with six 
councillors, to be his assistants, namely, the sun and the 
six other planets, which were spoken out of the seven 
qualities from the locus (seat or centre) of the sun. The 
sun receives his splendour from the tincture of the fire
world and the world of light, and is manifested as a 
revealed point in relation to the world of fire." (Mysterium, 
xiii. 16.) 

"In the death in the centre-that is to say, in the body 
or the corporeal substance of the earth, God has awakened 
the tincture, its lustre, splendour, and light, wherein is 
contained the life of the earth; but to the depth above 

1 Man judges himself. According to his conscience will turn the 
Bcales of the balance. The judgment.day appears when the judging spirits 
awaken in him. : 

Digitized by Coogle 



'132 THE DOCTRINES OF JACOB BOEHME. 

the centre He has given the sun, which is a tincture of 
·the fire, and which, with its power, reaches into the free
dom outside and beyond nature, and from which nature 
receives its splendour. He is the life of the whole circle of 
stars, and all these stars are His children. Not that he 
contains their essences, but their life arose from his centre 
in the beginning." (Three/old Life, iv. 27.) 

"The sun is the heart of all the powers in this world, 
and is configurated from the powers of all the stars, 
while, on the othel' hand, he illuminates and vivifies all 
the stars and powers in this world." (Aurora, vii. 42.) 

Thus the divine principle in man furnishes the intel
lect with light and life in the same sense as the sun 
reflects his light upon the moon. An intellect which 
has been deserted by God will perish after its accumu
lated strength is exhausted. Only that which God knows 
in us remains permanent. 

"The sun is in the midst of the depth, and is, so to 
say, the light or heart of the stars, extracted from all 
their powers by the power of God, and brought into form 
Therefore is he the clearest light of all, and by his lustre 
and heat he ignites all the stars, each one according to its 
own special quality aud power." (Tltree/old Life, vii. 40.) 

.. This is not to be understood as if by calling the sun 
the centre we meant to say that all the stars were 
originated from a central point, called the 'sun.' The 
sun is the centre of the powers of the stars, and the 
cause why they move in their essence. He unfolds their 
powers and puts his power into them, and this po:wer 
constitntes their heart." (Mysterium, xi. 32.) 

Especially have the seven planets become objective by 
means of the sun, and in accordance with and corre~ 
sponding to the seven forms of nature.1 

1 All the illumined philosophers of the past speak of only seven planets,. 
and if we accept the possibility of spiritual perception and agree that this 
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fiun is the hez~zt 

Elpirits in the 
beginning of 
not derive his 

and an origin 
world, likewiBfi 
and tangibilitt 

descent from the 
sun, but his origin is the earnest. acrid) and severe anxiety 
of the whole body of this world." (.Aurora, xxvi. I.) 

"When the light became ignited, the conquered power 
in the astringency became Mereltry." (Three Principles, 
viii. 24.) 

essence, to cau,se 
and this is Life, ix. 

the sun became 3errible fire-flaBh 
went from the locality of the sun in an upward direction 
like a furious stroke of lightning, and this became Mars. 
He is now there as a tyrant, a raging element, a mover 
of the whole body of this world, so that all life takes its 
origin of him." (.Aurm·a, xxv. 72.) 

as the spirits 
un",,,",., of the water, 

life, by meanB 
the locality of thn 

being the' bEl,:3l:3water, penetrated, 
the power of l:nwnward direction, 

numner of meekneeB: this the pland~ 
Venus came into existence. (.Am·ora, xxvi. 19-33.) 

"When the fiery terror was captured by the light, the 
light, by its own power, and being a mild, exalting life, 
penetrated still' higher upwards into the depth, until it 
arrived in the hard and cold seat of nature. There it 

£:,nd from that PC:Wf3Y' Jupiter cawe 
,,:, ""',:,, """,." (.A uro1'a, 

:enth form is Lwn 
all the six formB, 

are contained tha 
to say, the COn' 

"~cue, then there can :even original planet: 
in our solar system, and the remaining two may be looked upon as excres
cences, or shadows, as would also appear from the maleficent influence of 
AI; least one of these, which is known to astrologers. 
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poreal being of the other forms, all of which throw into 
her their desire by means of Sol. That which Sol (the 
sun) is spiritually becomes corporeal in Luna (the moon)." 
(Signature, ix. 24.) 

After the world of stars had begun to exist, the sidereal 
life appeared by the power of the former-that is to say, 
that living organisms were produced, representing, So to 
speak, " stars of the various elements." 

.. The firmament of heaven, having been made from the 
medium of the water, this generation penetrates through 
the external, congealed generation-that is to say, through 
death, and brings forth the sidereal life, such as animals 
and men, birds, fishes, and worms." (Aurora, xx. 60.) 

.. After God had unfolded the stars and the four ele
JDents, there were produced creatures in all the four 
elements, such as birds in the constellation of the air, 
fishes in the constellation of the water, animals and four
legged beings in the constellation of earth, and spirits in 
that of the fire." 1 (Mysterium, xliv. I.) 

. These creatures received their spirit from the stars, or 
rather from the spirit of this world, but their body they 
received from the earth. According to the predominance 
of the fiery. or the watery fonn, there resulted also an 
antithesis of sex. 

,. , "By the power of His word, Fiat, God caused all 
beings to come forth from the matrix of nature on the 
fifth day, all according to their qualities; the fishes in 
the water, the birds in the air, the other animals upon 
the earth. They received their corporeity from the 
fixedness (rigidity) of the earth, and their spirit from the 
Epiritus Mundi." (Grace, v. 20.) 

1 For explicit details regarding the inhabitants of the elemental world 
Bee Pa.raceUuB. The existenoe of such beings will become more comprehen
sible if we remember that the universe is an organised unity, and that each 
form therein, whether it is visible or invisible to us, is nothing but a rela
tive expanse of manifestation of the consciousness that resides in the All.. 
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" All creatures have been created' of the life below and 
the life above. The matrix of the .earth gave the body, 
and the stars the spirit." (Threefold Life, xi. 7.) 

" As the spirit of the stars, or the' spirit in the fire
form, by the power of its longing, became mixed with 
the watery one, there resulted two senses from one' and 
the same essence. The one, the male, in a fiery, and 
the other, the female, in a watery shape (state)."l (1.'hree 
Principles, viii. 43.) 

Finally, man was created, and out of him there was to ." 
come forth a celestial army, and in the midst of the time 
its king, in the pla.ce of the outcast Lucifer. 

"God willed to create an angelic army. Thus He 
created Adam, and he was to genera.te out of his own 
body creatures of his own kind; but in the midst of the 
time there was to be born out of the body of a man the 
King of all men, and He was to take possession of the new 
kingdom as a ruler over these created beings, in the place of 
the degenerated and outcast Lucifer."2_ (Aurora, xxiv. 18.) 

Man, however, was to surpass the angels (in perfection). 
for he was to be a complete image of divine glory, while 
the angels have been created out of only two principles. 

1 All this refers not only to beings such as are visible to us, but likewise ' 
to such that exist on other planes of creation, and which can therefore not 
be seen with our eyes. There are male and female elemental beings, moU 
and dur accords in music, positive and negative forces in all departments 
of nature, from the spiritual down to the most material plane. In all crea
tures the will is the executing and female; corporifying, and the imagina
tion the superintending, directing, male element. 

, In regard to the" stuff out of which man is made," TI,topkralf,u, Para,. 
celll'Ul says: .. It is all extract of all beings that exist in heaven and upon 
the earth, of the souls of all things, all creatures, spirits, elements, and minds, 
attracted to a focus by means of the spiritual centre residing within each 
form. It is the quintessence of all thinW!, and man is a miCJ'0C08m, differ
ing from the macrocosm only in 80 far &8 in his constitution the thinge 
which constitute the macrocosm appear in another image, order, or shape. 
In him are all the potencies and qualities that exist in the universe, active 
or latent. His terrestrial substance is from the earth, his mental faculties 
from the universal mind, his worldly wisdom is from the light of nature; 
hut the di\"ine wisdom in him beloDge to God. ... 

.I 
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" Adam was to be a perfect symbol of God, created out 
of the eternal Magia, the substance of God; he was to 
be something made out of the nothing, out of the spirit 
-the ideal-into the body." (Menschwerdung, i. 5.) 

" The angels are created out of two principles, but the 
soul, with the body of the outer life, out of three prin
ciples. Therefore man is higher_than thel).!lgels, pro
vided that he remains in God." (Porty Questions, i. 203.) 

- "We· human beings ~e a far greater mystery than the 
angels, and we shall surpass them in celestial wisdom. 

-+ They are fire-Hames, illumined by the light of God, out 
l we attain the great fountain of meekness and love which 

is welling -up within the holy essentiality of God:" 1 

(Menschweraung, i. 5.) 

Man comprises all three principles: the principle of 
darkness or fire, from' which originates his soul; the 
principle of light, from which his spirit originates; and 
the third principle, which is the basic element of his body. 

"In the life of man there are three states to be dis-
. . tinguished from each other-first, the innermost, that is to 

say, God being eternally hidden within the fire j secondly, 
the middle part, which from eternity has stood as an 
image or likeness in the wonders of God, comparable to a 
person seeing himself in a mirror; thirdly, has this living 
image received still another mirror in creation wherein to 
.behold itself, namely, the spirit of the e:eternal world, or 
-the third principle, which is also a form (state) of the 
Eterna1." (Threefold Life, xviii. 4.) 

"The darkness in man longing for ligh~ is the first 

1 In studying the "anatomy" and "physiology" of the inner man, it 
will be necessary to remember that, in d~aling with anthropology and 
cosmology from a spiritual point of view, we must be able to discard from 
our mind all the vulgar conceptions of what is usually called .. matter" by 
that science which deals merely with external appearances, and we must 
look upon all things as being manifestations of an universal consciousncs", 

,acting upon internal or external planes of existence, while the visible form 
is nothing but a passing t\ppnrition. 
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principle; the power of the light the second; and the long
ing power which cit tracts and becomes full (substantial), 
and whereof the material body grows, is the third prin
ciple." (Three Principles, vii. 26.) 

"The soul, or the first principle, is founded on the fire 
of eternal natUl"e; the spirit, or the second principle, roots 
in the light; and the body is the third principle, or the sub
stantialityof the visible world."l (Ta1nilOJ PrincipitB, 65.) 

Adam was to rule over all nature, and therefore his 
body was taken from all the powers of the external world; 
but the third principle, as well as the first one, appeared· 
in him subject to the second, the light. 

" If you will behold your own self anQ the outer world, 
and what is taldng place therein, you will find that you, 
with regard to your external being, are that external 
world. You are a little world formed out of the large 
one, and your external light is a chaos of the sun and the 
constella.tion of stars. If this were not so, you would not 
be able to see by means of the light of the sun."2 (Mys
terium., ii 5.) 

" If man, as the image of God, is to rule over the fishes 
and fowls, the animals, and the whole of the earth, as 
well as over the essence of all the stars, then must he be 
out of all three, for each spirit can rule only in his mother, 
wherein he originated." (Mysterium, xiv. 8.) 

"Terrestdal man had in his ~onstitution the kingdom 
of this world, but there were not ruling in him the four 
elements (separately); but they were in one, and the ter
restrial order of things was hidden in him. He was 

1 Man is made out of will and imagination; in other words, .. fire" and 
"light." The manifestation of fire and light (thought) produces that 
which appears to us as .. suhiitance" or "form." 

I It is not" man" iii the abstract who recognises anything. It is always 
a certain principle, having become active in him, that recognises its own 
counterpart in external nature, when it comes in contact with it, Only 
he in whom is light can see the light; only the element of 10\'e can feel 
love; only the divinity in man can know God in and through man. 
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l to live in celestial state, and although everything was
I'Itirring (alive) within him, nevertheless he was to rule 
over the terrestrial anguish (external consciousness) by 
means of the celestial quality (inner consciousness) of 
the other (second) principle, and to retain dominion over 
the kingdom of the stars and elements by means of the 
Paradisiacal quality." (Menschwe'rdung, i.2.) 

Man must rise, not merely in his imagination, but with 
his will, above all that which is earthly, sensual, or merely 
intellectual, if he desires to be a power in the kingdom of 
the Spirit. Thus will the ideal become real to him. 

"Adam's body (the ethereal body of aboriginal man) 
was created out of the four elements of external nature, 
and out of the (essences of the) stars, by means of the 
eternal Fiat. Thus he was in possession of divine and 
terrestrial essentiality; but the terrestrial one was in the 
divine one like consumed or impotent (latent). The sub
stance or the matter from which the body was made or 
created contained itself also the first principle within itself, 

~ but it was not stirring therein." (Menschwerdttng, i. 3, 15.) 
.. As God resides within Himself and penetrates through 

all His works, incomprehensible to the latter, and without 
His being affected by anything, likewise His image (man) 
originated from the pure element. He also was created 
in this world; but the kingdom of this world was not to 
comprehend him, but he was to rule powerfully in this 
world by means of the essences from the pure element." 
(Three Principles, xxii. I 5.) 

1 
The expression that God created man from a clod of clay 

is not to be taken in any other sense than that God, by 
lUeans of desire, drew together all the terrestrial qualities.1 

I 1 Therefore Theopkraltm Paracelstu says: .. Natural man is made out of 
the world, and not the world out of him. He is a child of nature, and 
has all of his mother's qualities in himself, neither more nur less. But 
the true spiritual man is a son of God. Natural wisdom is not divine, 
put divine wisdom is above all" 
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Gut of a clod of 
living breath, 

acted in a per
soual there and taking up 
a lump of earth and making a body out of it; but the 
Fiat, that is to say, ,the desire of the Word, was containeu 
within the eternally-perceived model of man, which stood 
in the mirror of wisdom, and it drew the Ens (the prin
ciple) of all the qualities of the earth (matter) into a 

was the Gut of the foul' 
v. 27.) 

assaace of the soul. 
did manifest in millY 
by the breath of His word.1 

in that whole, 
awakened it 

"The sourcive spirits within the whole could not be
come immediately ignited by the soul, for the soul was 
only as a seed within the whole, hidden away with the 
heart of God in His heaven, until the Creator expanded 
tha His breath. :0Gurcive spirits 

and then 'were living at 
hdore the body 

God, hidden 
but a holy 

seed, a centre of power in God. (Aurora, xxvi. 126.) 
Neither does at this present day the soul of man mani

fest divine life as long as the Spirit of God is only mov
ing upon the surface and does not stir within the depths. 

1 And thus at this very day each person who has not yet begun to be ' 
spirit is in the sam", which Adam was 
God breathed in resembles a seed 

in him attains 

unoonscious state. 
the awakening of 

:i:msness of his own 
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CHAPTER VII. 

MAN. 

"God created man in His own image. Male and female (in one) 
created He them." 

MAN in his cosmic aspect is a being very superior to 
that which is commonly looked npon as a "man," and 
which is described in books on anthropology, anatomy, &c. 
Such external sciences deal only with the grossly material' 
body of external terrestrial man, while the essential 
body of macrocosmic and microcosmic man is beyond the 
reach of external observation. In the study of man as a 
cosmic being there are three subjects to be considered, 
although the three are only three aspects of one. These 
three subjects are God, Nature, and Man, and neither 
one of them can be understood in its inner essence with
out an understanding of the other two. External science, 
" natural philosophy," and theology seek to separate them. 
They regard man as a being separated, distinct, and inde
pendent of nature, and nature as something independent 
of man; while of God they know nothing, and regard 
the divine power, which is the cause of all life, as if it 
were something external to nature and man, and beyond 
their reach. For this reason the" man" of modern science 
lIas become an unnatural being, without any conceivable 
object for his existence, and nature is to him an organism 
evolved by accidence and subject to no other than 
mechanically acting law. The divine, spiritual, creative, 
and hidden powers in man and in nature are entirely 
removed from the field of perception of the " rationalist."· 

) 
Man, as a whole, may be conceived of as a planetary 
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spirit, a self-conscious, luminous sphere of unimaginable 
extent; as, in fact, at present the mental sphere of mall 
has no defined limits; it reaches . as far as his thoughts 
can go. He was created for the purpose of being. the 
image of God. The glory of God was residing in him, 
and he was penetrated by the light of divine love. 

In man is contained everything, God, and the Christ 
and the angels, the celestial and terrestrial kingdoms, 
and the powers of hell. Outside of him is nothing of 
which he can conceive; he can know nothing except j(
that which exists in his mind. No god or devil,' no 
spirit or any power whatever, can act within man unless 
it enters into his constitution. Only that which ex·sts 
in him has existence for him. 

Without a realisation of this fact the mysteries Of 
religion will remain incomprehensible. It may be inte
resting and amusing to speculate about all the different 
gods and celestial hosts that go to make up the Pantheons 
of the various nations, but such a study does not consti
tute real knowledge. O~ when man's spiritual pe}1:ElP~~' 
tions are unfolded and he attains divine knowledge o~ 
self, ~e know the Christ and all the celestial~ 
powers whose aggregate goes to make up the kingdum of 
God. existing within himself. 

"The Spirit of God resides from eternity to eternity • 
only in heaven-that is to say, in His own essence, in 
the power of the majesty. When it became inbreathed 
into the image of man, then was heaven in Ulan; for 
God willed to reveal Himself ill man, as in an imag~ 
created after His own likeness, and to manifest the great 
wonders of His eternal wisdom." (Stiefel, i. 36.) 

"Simultaneously with the introduction of His divine ' 
image, Adam received also the living word of God (apHi

-tual intelligence) to furnish food for his soul." (Menschwer
dung, i. 3, 24.) 

.. God created Adam to (enjoy) eternal life in Par~dise 
in a state of paradisiacal perfection. Divine love illumined 
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his interior, as the sun is illuminating the world." (Stiifel, 
i. 36.) 

" In Paradise there is perfect life without disturbance, 
and a perpetual day, and the paradisiacal man is clear 
like transparent glass, and he is fully penetrated by the 
light ot the divine sun." 1 (Signature, xi. 5 I.) 

~HiS body likewise appeared luminous, because its *- terrestrial substance was absorbed in the celestial essence. 
It radiated a pure, divine light.2 

" The inner holy corporeity of the pure element pene
trated through the four elements and kept the Limus of 
earth-that is to say, the -external sUlphuric (terrestrial) 
body within itself as in a· state of absorption. Never
~heless, that body was actually present, but in such a way 
as darkness dwells ill light, so that the darkness cannot 
manifest itself on account of the light." (Mysterium, xvi. 6.) 

" All the qualities of the inner and holy body, together 
with the external ones, were in primordial man attuned 
in one harmony. Neither of them lived in its own state 

,)jf of desire; but they had their desire in the soul wherein 
the divine light was manifest. This, the divine light 
ra iated through all the qualities, and produced in them 
an equal, harmonious temperature." (Mysteri'um, xvi S.) 

"The inner nlan kept the external one imprisoned 
within itself and penetrated it in a manner comparable' 
to iron, which glows if it is penetrated by fire, so that it 
seems as if it were itself fire. But when the fire becomes 
extinct, then does the black, dark iron become ~anifest." 
(Mysterium, xvi 7.) 

1 'The term "Paradise" means a state ,of purity and innocence and 
happiness, but not necessarily knowledge. Man had to learn to know 
evil so as to be able to realise good. ' 

2 His thoughts and will were pnre, and therefore his spirit (the union of 
will and thought) manifested itself in producing a pure and luminous form,. 
not burdened with the gross material elements which form at present the 
bodies of human beings. Then, as now, his body was the product of his 
own thoughts. 

Digitized by Coogle 



"The pure element penetrated through the external 
man and overpowered the four elements; moreover, the 
power of the heat and the cold was in the flesh. But as 
the light of God was shining therein, they were in equal 

that neither one became manifest 
other. Thus God Uti, c~alled a wrath-

He is all that 
His qualities; but qualities nothing 

in His light~ uL 75.) 
,~ Primordial man in Paradise, being fixed therein, was 

in a state such as time is before God and God in time. As 
time is a spectacle before God, likewise the external life 
of man was a spectacle before the inner and holY man, 
who was the true image of God." (Mysteri1tm, xvi 8.) 

sense the says that the 
not a partici

whiuh concerns the 

body was a the Godhead, 
an image of divine substantiality. In that body the soul 
had her meekness, and her fire was rendered mild thereby, 
for she received there the love and meekness of God." 
(Tilk., i. 233.) 

Owing to this resemblance to 
as one. His 

unsophisti 
to speculate 

power to perceiop 

God_ Adam's will and \ 
- and un com- I 

devoted to God; \ 

GOjoyed the ]~ 
trial things.1 . 

"'1'he lllind of Adam was innocent like that of a child, 
playing with the wonders of its Father. There was ill 
him no self-knowledge of evil will, no avarice, pride, 

only useful as 10TIu 
After that thing 

more proof of its exicctccfff:C-

in regard to the 
pact of oursel \'es and 
c-:-cfuired. 
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envy, anger, but a pure enjoyment of love." (Threefold 
Life, xi. 23.) 

" When Adam was created in Paradise, there his life 
was burning like a flame of pure oil. Therefore his per
ception was celestial, and his intelligence was surpassing 
and comprehending things beyond nature." (Signature, 
vii. 2.) 

"The inner Ulan stood in heaven; his essences were 
the Paradise.; his body was indestructible. He knew 
the language of Got! and the angels, anu the language of 
nature, as mny be seen by Adam giving names to all 
creatures, to each according to its own essence and 
quality." (Forty QuestiortS, iv. 7.) 

"Adam, after having been created by God, was in 
Paradise in a state of joy and glorification, beautiful amI 
filled with knowledge. God then brought before him, as 
the lord of the world, all the animals, so that he might 
behold them, and give a name to each according to its 
special essence and power. And Adam knew that he 
was within every creature, and he gave to each its appro-: 
priate name. God can see into the hearts of all things, 
and the same could be done by Adam." 1 (Three P1'in
pIes, x. 17.) 

In this state of godlike being he had power over all 
~ things; for all things existed in him and he in all, 

and there was nothing that could have done him any 
external injury. To express it in other words, all things 
existed subjectively in his mind, as they now do in ours, 
but his mind was his" body," and where the centre of 
his consciousness was, there was his" form." 51 

1 Adam was in harmony with creation and as one with all natnre. 
Therefore he could expt'rience the feelings of all beings in nature within 
himself, and express them accordingly. 

2 Even now man is still there where his conscionsness exists; but as 
his physical body is too gross to follow the movements of his thoughts, the 
body becomes unconscious whenever his consciousness concentrates itself 
at aDother place. 
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"As God is a Lord over all. so man in the power 
of God was to be a lord over this world." (Mensehwer
dung, i. 4. 7.) 

.. The soul in the power of God penetrates through all ~ 

things. and is powerful over all, as God Himself; for 
she lives in the power of His heart." (TMee Principles, 
xxii. 17.) 

"As gold is incorruptible in the fire, so man. was sub
ject to nothing, only to the One God dwelling in 'him, 
and manifested in him by the power of His holy being." 
(Mysterium, xvi. 12.) 

.. Everything was subject to Adam; his rule extended 
into heaven and over the earth, and in all elements and 
stars. This was because divine power was manifested 
in him." 1 (Mysterium, ·xvi. 2.) 

.. The will-spirit of man penetrated through all crea
tures, and was injured by none, because none could grasp 
it. No creature can apprehend the power and light 
of the sun in its own will, but must remain passive to 
become penetrated by it; thus it was then the case with 
the will-spirit of man." (Grace, vii. 2.) 

.. Before his fall, man could rule over the sun· and the 
stars. Everything was in his power.1I Fire, air, water, 
and earth could not tame him; no fire burned him, no 
water drowned, no air suffocated him; all that lived 
stood in awe of him." . (Threefold Life, xi. 23.) 
. "No heat, no cold, no sickness, nor accident, nor any 
fear could touch or terrify him. His body could pass 
through earth and rocks without breaking anything in 
thell!; for a man who could be overpowered by the ter
restrial nature, or who could be broken to pieces, would 
not be eternal.~' S (Mensehwerdung, i. 2, 13.) 

1 Tbis was the divine Man, out of whom the world was created. while 
the natural man is a product of the world. 

I Because everytbing was within his own will, within himself. 
a This celestial Adam haa not died, but still exists in all of us; but on 

aooount of our state of degeneration, caused by the attraction of the lower 
principles,. we have forgotten our own divine nature. 

K 
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Likewise that nature which surrounded him, and which 
is called Eden, was illuminated by the celestial light, 
and it was thereby exalted to paradisiacal magnificence. 

"Adam was in Paradise, that is to say, in the tem
perature. Thereby he was placed in a certain locality, 
namely, in that where the holy world was blooming out 
through the earth and bearing the fruits of Paradise." 
(Grace, v. 34.) 

" , Eden' means the locality, but • Paradise' is the out
flowing or the life of God iu divine harmony." (Litters, 
xxxi. 28.) 

" In Paradise the substance of the divine world pene
trated the substance belonging to time, comparable to 
the power of the sun penetrating a fruit growing on 
a tree, and endowing it with such qualities as render it 
lovely to the sight and good to the taste." (Mysteriu1lt, 
xvii. 5.) 

"Thus the holy divine world was predominant through 
all the three principles of the human quality, and there 
was an equal accord, and no enmity or opposite will was 
manilest betwixt the.principles."l (Mysteriu1lt, xvii. 20.) 

There were in Paradise all the products which we meet 
in the terrestrial world, but they were there in a state 
of ethereality and of supernatural beauty. This para
disiacal beauty was, however, not manifested in all parts 
of the world. 

" In Paradise there are growths, the same as in" this 
world, but not in (terrestrial) tangibility. :There Hea'IJen 
is in the place of· the earth, the Light of God instead. of 
the sun, and the Eternal Father in the place of the 
power of the stars." (Three Principles, ix. 20;) 

"The Paradise is not anything corporeal or tangible 
in a terrestrial sense, but its corporeity and tangi

. bility is like that of the angels. It is there a clear, 

1 It was Adam's own state of feeling and thinking that cre&ted &D Eden •.• 
for him, and thus each human being creates his or her own Par&dise. 
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visible, substance, as if it were material, and it is actually 
.. material;" but it is formed only out of the powe·r, with
out allY· addition of terrestrial matter, and it is, there
fore, perfectly transparent." (Tkree Principles, ix. 18.) • 

. "The tangible world, or 119,ture, before the time of the 
wrath of God, was thin, ethereal, lovely, and clear, 80 

that the sourcive spirits could look through everything 
and penetrate it. There were therein neither terrestrial 
rocks nor earth, and there was no created light needed, 
such, as it is now; but the light was generated in all 
things in the midst of each thing, and everything was in 
the light." (Aurora, xviii. 29.) 

" The whole world would have been all Paradise if it 
had not been corrupted by Lucifer. But as God knew 
that Adam was going to fall, it bloomed out in only one 
place, wherein man might find a suitable dwelling-place, 
and be fortified therein." (Mysterium, xvii. 7.) 

"God saw and knew that man was 'going to fall, and 
therefore the Paradise did not bloom and bear fruits· iJil 
the whole of the world by means of the earth, although 
it was manifest everywhere, but only in the Garden of 
Eden, wherein Adam was tempted, did it become revealed 
in its full magnificence."l (Letters, x~xix. 28.) 

:for all that, man, although having been endowed with 
great splendour by the Creator, did not yet enjoy true 
similarity with God.2 

.. In Adam was manifest the kingdom of grace, the 
divine life, because he lived in the temperature (harmony) 
of the qualities, but he did not know that God was 

1 This Paradise (Dew:loca or Don.'OCkcm»)8 describ~d in Eaatem books 
as an "illusion;" bllt it is no more an illusion to its inhabitants than the 
dream called .. terrestrial exi8tence" is an illusion to us. On the contrary, 
it is far more permanent and beautiful than this terrestrial world. 

S He could not enjoy similarity with God, because he did not POSle8S 

- divine self-knowledge. To attain this knowledge of self he had to eat 
from the tree of the self-knowledge of good and evil, and then return to 
bis original divine state. 
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revealed in him. Likewise his self-wilJ~id_not know 
that which is good, because it had as yet experienced 
no . ~vil. How could there be any joy where no sorrow 
is known ? " (Grace, ix. 1 5.) 

"The soul was in her own essence from eternity, but 
as 8 created thing she was formed to represent the image 
of God at the time of the creation of the body. Neverthe
less she is per se not yet the true image, but only an 
essential fire for its production." (Tilk., i. 8 I.) 

"The soul of man, which has been breathed into him 
# by God, is from the Eternal Father; but with that she has 

not yet attained the birth of the Son, wherein is the end 
of nature, and from which no created being issues." (Three 
Principles, ix. 1 3.) 

Man can attain real similarity to God and perfect 
beatitude only by decisively willing to put his will into 
the Son, as the Heart or Light of the Father. 

"God has the eternal and unchangeable will to 
generate l!is Heart and his Son, and thus the soul 
should put her immutable will into the heart of God. 
Then would she be in heaven and Paradise, and enjoy the 
inexpressible happ'iness of God the Father, which He 
enjoys in the Son, and she would hear the inexpressible 
words in the lleart of God."l (Th1'ee Principles, x. 14.) 

"Adam was conceived in the love of God and born 
into this world. He was in possession of a divine substan
tiality, and his soul was of the will, the first principle, 
the quality of the Father. This will should be directed, 
togetl1er with the imagination, into the heart of the 
Father, that is to say, into the Word and the Spirit of 
love and purity. Then would man's soul retain the sub-

1 This the soul can Burely not do by seeking for the Son or the Heart of 
God in anything outside of her own sphere, and with which Bhe iR in no 
way related. Therefore the meaning of the WOrdB, "Thou Bhalt wOl'Bhip 
only one God," is "Thou shalt have faith in no other God except the one 
who iB Beeking. to reveal Himself ~ithin your own conscience, and not 
worship any strange idola, such aa exist in the ime,gination of men." 
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stance of God in the Word of Life." (Menschwerdung, 
i. 10, 2.) 

"The living soul, from the eternal will of the Father, 
was breathed into man, and tb~s will has no other purpose 
than to give birth to His only Eon.1 Of this will God 
the Father infused into man, and this is the eternal soul 
of man. The soul ought to put her regenerated will 
into the eternal will of the Father, in the heart of God. 
Then will she receive the power of the heart of God and 
also His holy eternal light, wherein arises the Paradise 
and the celestial kingdom and eternal joy." (Three Prin
ciples, xxvi. 16.) 

"If the soul sinks her will into the meekness, i.e., -the obedience of God, she becomes a fountain of the 
heart of God, and receive~ divine power, and all her 
essences become angelic and joyful. Then her harsh 
essences will also be useful to her, and appear to her 
more mild and useful, than if they-had already originally 
-been entirely sweet and mild." (Three Principles, xiii. 
3 I.) 

It was within his power to decide, and he was free to 
do so, because there was in him not only the principle 
of light, but also the fire-principle,-not only perception, 
but will. 

"T1!e_Ii.&.ht and the power of the light is a desire, and 
wants to come in possession of the noble image made 
after God's likeness, because it has been created for the 
world of light. Likewise the dark world or the craving 
wrath desires the same, for man has all the worlds within 
himself, and there _ is a great battle taking place in man. 
That principle with which he identifies himself with in 
his desire and his will, will rule in him." (Tilk., i 
38 1.) 

" As the soul is essential and her very substance is a 

1 God being a unity, haa no other will or object; in 'riew than to give 
birth to His SOD, i.e., to manifest His outspoken Word as wisdom in-man. 
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desire, it is clear that she is in two kinds of Fiat. The 
first is her own soul-property; the othe'l' belongs to the 
second principle, ~suing from the will of God in the soul. 
The soul desiring'or God for the purpose of forming her
self in His image and likeness, this desire of God, acts 
as a Fiat in her own centre; for the desire of God wants 
to possess the soul. On the other hand, she herself desires 
to possess the centre in the power of the fire, wherein 
the life of the soul originates." (Eye, vii) 

"The will of the soul is free, and she can either sink 
into nothing within herself and conceive of herself as 
the nothing, when she will sprout like a branch out of 
the tree of divine life, and eat of the love of God; or she 
may in her own self-will rise up in the fire and desire to 

'become a separate tree." 1 (Forty Questions, ii 2.) 

There existed in man also the third principle, wherein 

~Sides sensual desire.' He was not endowed with this 
principle for the purpose of surrendering himself to it, 
but that he might introduce it into the light' of Q,od, and 
lorify Him by means of that light.!! , 

U "Man was a mixed individuality, and destine<f to be 
an image accordhig to the inner, and also according to 
the outer world; but as the symbol of God, he was to 
rule with the inner consciousness over the external one." 
(Mensckwerdung, i. 3, 13.) 

"When man remains in harmonious order, so as not 
to let one world into 'the other, he is then the like
ness of God;, but the iIIflge or the mirror of the world 

1 The spiritual will of man is'free; not so the will of semi-animal man, 
for freedom depends on the ext!lnt of knowledge. When man's knowledge 
becomes divine, then will his will be free-wholly free. 

S Man requires the material (animal) element in him to endow him with 
strength to rise above it by the power of God. Man may be regarded as a 
god crucified within an'animal. The god furnishes him with wisdom, th~ 
animal with strength. We are to overcome the animal in us by the power 
.if divine wisdom. He who has nothing to overcome can gain no victory. 
We cannot rise above a thing as long as we have not attained its highest 
level. 
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of light he should surely introduce into the external j 

world." (SW 1.IwJsophical Points, vi 12.) 
.. The constellation (the astral influences) of the macro

cosm should not be permitted to rule o'er man; but he 
has his own constellation (the spirit, the idea) within 
himself, which is capable of becoming attuned to the har
monyof the rise and evolution of the divine world within." 
(Letters, i. 8.) 

.. All of man's desire should have been placed into the 
light; then would the light have shone within his essence 
and desire, and filled everything as with one will." (Tille., 
i 542J . 

" The soul of Adam could have ruled powerfully over 
the external principle if she had entered again with her 
will into the heart of God, into the word of the Lord." 1 

(Forty Questions, iv. 2.) 

Thus it was intended that, by means of the instru
mentality of man, the paradisiacal splendour should be 
continually spread out and increased over terrestrial 
nature,and tbat all the hidden treasures of nature should 
be unc~ered. 

" The external world is also of God and belonging to 
God, and ma.n has been created therein, so that he may 
bring. again tba external into the internal one; the 
end into the beginning," (Letters, xi. 18.) 

" Adam was also created in the external quality, so 
that he may manife.~t in forms and execute in works 
that which had been perceived in eternal wisdom." (Men
schwer dung, i 4.) 

"Man has been created in Paradise, for it was out
blooming through the earth, and from the earth of 
Paradise was Adam's body created, because he was, a 
lord of the earth, and it was' his destiny to unfold the 

1 It would be foolish to worry about what Adam ought or ought not 
to hAve done. The meaning is, that we who hAve " AdAm" in U8 should 
enter now with our will into the will of God. 
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wonders of the earth. If it had not been for that pur· 
pose, God might have endowed him with an angelic 
body i but in that case the substantiated being with 
its wonderful qualities would not have been unfolded." 1 

(Menschwerdung, ii. 12.) 

But while in Adam all the three principles were origi
nally in unity and harmony, there was attracting him 
outwardly in a powerful manner, not only the heart of 
God, but also the devil and the kingdom of the terrestrial 
world. 2 

.. Man stood in three principles, and they were in 
equal concordance in. him, but not outside of him; for 
the dark world had a desire different from that of the 
world of light, and likewise the external world had a 
desire differing from that of the dark world and from the 
world of light. Thus the image of God was betwixt 
three principles, which all of them in their desire were 
conducive to that image. Each of them wanted to 
become manifest in Adam-to have him within its own 
regiment or as a 'ruler, and to manifest its wonders 
through him." (Mysterium, xvii. 34.) 

.. Everything attracted Adam' and wanted to take pos
session of him. . The heart of God wanted tc;> have him 
iu . Paradise and to reside in him, for it said, • He 
is my image and likeness.' The kingdom of· wrath 
wanted him, for it said, 'He is mine; for he has issued 
out of my fountain, out of the eternal mind of the dark
ness. I .will be in him, .and he shall liv.e in my power; 
I will manifest through him strong and great power.' 
Finally, the kingdom of the world likewise said, 'He is 
mine, for he . bears my image i he live~ in me and I in 

1 If primordial man had neTer fallen from hi8 purely 8piritual state and 
" refused to create," he would Dever have learned to kDOW theowonders of 
creatioD, the unfoldment of the third principle. The extemal world, a8 
we' know it, was created bv Adam's fall. 

I The "ll..vil .. meaDS spiritual will perverted. If it is perverted in a 
personal being, then will there be a personal deyiL 
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him; he must be obedient to me, for I have all my 
members (organs) in him and he has his members in 
me, and I am greater than he. He shall be my steward, 
and manifest my power and wonders.''' 1 (Three · Prin
ciples, xi. 3 3·) 

Adam, making a perverted· use of the freedom granted 
to him, allowed his lower qualities to be awakened to an 
evil desire-that is to say, to a desire for the terre-strial 
world, which is divided within itself. 

"In primitive man before ihe fall, the qualities for 
differentiation and self-enjoyment were in equal will
power, and their desire was introduced into the unity of 
God. This the devil begrudged to them, and he deluded 
the seven qualities of life by awakening within them a 
perverted desire, persuading them that it were good, and 
that they would become wise, if the qualities, each accord
ing to its own kind, would enter into their own accord,2 
and that in this way the spirit would taste and recognise 
that which was good and evil" (Tabulm Principim, 68.) 

"The soul of Adam fell iii love with the creation of \ 
the formed. word in its differentiation, and not being con
scious of the · power of distinguishing, she entered into 
lust, into differentiation." (Grace, vi. 33;) 

"The soul vJ'anted to know how it would be if the \ 
temperature were to become separated-that is to say, 
divided, as heat and cold, moistllre and dryness, hardness 
and softness, acridity and sweetness, bitterness and "that 
which is sour; she wanted to taste these and the other 

• 
1 God (ChriRt), nature, and the devil (Antichrist - i.e., Christ per-

verted) are seeking to attain self-consciousness in man. Man's conscious
ness is, therefore, continually changing, and in reality not his own. Only 
when the principle of either good or evil has become self-conscious ill 
man, and he has become identi6ed with it, will he know his true imper-
80nal self. Only then will he be a free and responsible agent. 

, It was his desire that the lower qualities should become conscious in 
himself, each according to its own nature. 
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qualities all in their separateness, although it had been 
prohibited to Adam by God." 1 (Grace, iii. 34.) 

Owing to this perverted desire, there grew in him the 
tree of temptation, wherein the terrestrial qualities, as 
such, became manifest.2 

" Adam's spirit was lusting after terrestrial fruit, such 

(

as was of the nature of the corrupted earth, and there
fore nature formed for him a .tree that was like the cor
rupted earth; for Adam was the heart in nature, and 
therefore his spiritual soul aided in the formation of that 
tree, of which he desired to eat." (Au1'ora, xvii. 20.) 

" The tree of temptation grew by the power of the 
hunger after self-knowledge of good and evil. It should 
not be said that it was any other kind of a product than 
the rest of such trees; only there was manifest in it the 
terrestrial desire for· conscious evil and good; w:hile the 
other ·trees and plants were penetrated by the holy, para
disiacal Mercury, so that in them the qualities were in 
equal accordance, and heat and cold were not separately 
manifested in them." (Stiefel, ii. 80.) 

" In the tree of self-knowledge of good and evil there 
were the qualities'in the curse, such as is the case at 
present--that is to say, each of them was manifest in 
itself, and seeking to. preponderate. They had gone 
out of their harmony, aud thus all the three principles, 
each separately, were manifest in that tree. Therefore 

1 This is the difference between life in the terrestriaJ and life in the 
celestiaJ states of nature, that the former is differentiated into forms, each 
of which loves to live in the consciousness of its own illusive self-i.e., in 
a state of isolation and separatedness, and enjoying its own qualiti~; 
while in the celestial state the individual powers intermingle, each living, 
so to say, in the consciousness and enjoying itself in the life of the other. 
while all strive towards unity and rest in it, like a tree, whose many 
branches and leaves receive their life a.Il from one common trunk. 

S This .. tree of temptation" is still growing in every human being,. as is 
represented in the allegorical" Adam." The lower quaJities in man still 
strive for outward manifestation, and can be overcome in no other way 
than by his rising above them into the higher ones. 
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Moses (wisdom) calls it the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil." (Mgsteri'llllT/" xvii. 15.) 

The forthcoming of the tree of temptation is not to 
be wondered at, because Adam was endowed with great 
powers, and an earthly form as a protection to him 
against the powers of hell.1 

.. Reason (man's reasoning) says, 'Why did God per
mit Adam to draw the tree of temptation out of the 
earth by means of his imagination?' Christ said, • If 
you have faith as big as a mustard-seed, and you say to 
the mountain: throw thyself into the sea; it shall be done 
as you say.' The soul-spirit (spiritual soul) was produced 
out of. the divine omnipotence, out of the centre of eternal 
nature, wherefrom aU beings have been created. Why 
should it then not be powerful? It was a fire-spark out 
of God's power, but after it had been gathered into a 
created being (individualised as an organism) it gave -way 
to its own selfish desire, and broke away from the whole, 
and thus it caused corruption unto itself. The sou1-
power, before vanity entered, was so strong as not to btl 
subject to anything, and would be so now, even this very 
t!ay. if the understanding had not been taken away." 
(Mysterium, xvii. 41.) 

.. Divine previsiou recognised that the devil was going 
to winnow mankind, and to introduce them into evil 
desire; and therefore God put before them the tree of 
life, and of the knowledge of good aud evil, by means of 
which the breakin~ up (the death) of the external body 
was inaugurated. He did this lest man should long after 
the centre of the dark world."! (Mysterium, xvii. 38.) 

1 It is self·evident that man can attain knowledge of a thing only by 
giving attention to it. In doing 80, he directs bis consciousness to it. 
Man's consciousness became centred within the 10Wtlr principles constitut
ing the sensual world, and thereby it lost its Beat and centre of gravity in 
the Supreme. If it had not been for this attraction which the material 
world exercised upon man, he might have sunk stiJIlower, and approache'l 
absolute evil, the kingdom of Lucifer. 

I "Adam would bave fallen into the nnfathomable abyBB of hell, if, 
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Formerly Adam 'belonged to the' ce1estial world and to 
eternity; but now, the image of God' having begun to 
pale in him, he sank into the terrestrial state, and thereby 
into impotency and sleep. 

"A reasonable person will easily perceive that ~e 
could be no sleep in Adam as long as he was in the 
image of God, for at that time he was such an image as 
we shall be in the resurrection of the dead. We shall 
then not need the elements, neither 'the sun 'nor the 
moon, and also require no sleep; but our eyes will be 
open to see always and eternally the glory of GOq." 
(Three Principles, xii. I 7. ) 

"The image of God does not sleep. In it there 
is no time. With sleep, time became manifest 
in man. He fell asleep in the angelic world, and 
awoke relatively to the external world."l (Mysterium, 
xix. 4.) 

"After Adam had been overcome, the tinct'ure, wherein 
the beautiful virgin had previously dwelt, became terres
trial, faint, and feeble. The powerful source of the 
tincture, wherefrom the virgin had her power, withQut 
being subjected to sleep, left Adam and went ,into its 
own principle." (Three Principles, iii. 8.) 

"Thus Adam became a victim of Malic, and now his 
magnificence was gone. Sleep signifies death and sur
render. 'l'he terrestrial realm had conquered him and 
ruied over him." (Menschwerdung, i. S.) 

"After the lust ()f the spirit of this world had con
quered in Adam, he fell asleep. Then his celestial bod! 
became flesh and blood, and his strong power became 
rigid bones. Then the celestial virgin went into the 

beBides the celestial Btate, which in consequence of hiB Bin became per· 
verted into a hellish one, there had not been still another, namely, the 
terrestrial region .. (H _berger). 

1 God (divine 8elf.conscioUBDeBB) never sleeps; it is only nature in man 
that causes him to sleep and wake alternatively. No man is fully awake 
and self-consciouB All long as he bas not found his own god. 
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celestial ether, .into the principle of power." 1 (Three 
Principles, xiii. 2.) 

This impotency was to be a means of salvation for 
Adam, and moreover there was given to him the terres
trial" woman in the place of the celestial virgin, who had 
passed away from him.lI This was done to save him 
from arriving at a still greater depth of degradation.' 

" When Adam left God and entered into selfishness, . 
G.od permitted it to happen that a deep sleep fell upon 
Adam. If it had not been for that circumstance, he 
would in his selfishness even have become a devil by the 
power of the fire." 4 (Stiefel, ii. 363.) 

"When the devil saw that lust resided in Adam, he 
-acted still more powerfully upon the Sal-nitre in Adam, I 
Rnd infected it still stronger. Then it was time that the 
Creato~--should build him a wife~ who afterwards indeed 
CI~1!sed the sin to be acted out, and who ate of the evil 
fruit. Otherwise, if Adam had eaten of the tree before 
the woman was made out of him, he would have fared 
still worse." (Aurora, xvii. 21.) 

Ther;fore woman (spirituality) is, aU,d will always l;;J; 
the saviour of man. ,---l 

The woman was extracted from all the powers of 
Adam. Relatively to her substance, she was formed out 

1 The .. history of Adam" is nothing else but the history of mankind 
as a whole. Its truth may be recognised by everyone capable of self
examination. 

S Adam having lost the power to recognise the true woman, the eternal 
virgin within himself, it was necessary that he should have an external 
objective substitute to whom he migbt be attracted, 80 as to stimulate 
his power to love; which wonld have entirely died out without such an 
object, or would have degraded him· still lower by turning into dtlsire for 
still lower beings in the seale of evolution. 

a From such a degradation may have resulted the tribe of the monkeys 
descended from aboriginal man. (Btle Secret Doctrine, by H. P. Blavatsky.) 
. • The .. Sal-Aur.e" mean!!. the fitlry material element in man, wherein 
reside'his sensual attractions; in other words, his Ka,mtlrrvpa.. 
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of a "rib," which at that time ,had not yet degenerated 
into stiff bone. 1 

"Eve has been extracted from Adam, not as a mere 

(

spirit, but entirely substantial. It should be said that 
Adam received a cleft, and that the woman is bearing 
Adam's spirit, flesh and bone." (Three Principles, 
xiii 14.) 

" Reasoning says, 'If Eve has been made out of a rib 
,of Adam, she ~ust be very inferior to man.' This is, 
however, not so, but the Fiat, in its aspect as sharp 
attra.ction (the first quality), took her from all essences 
and qualities of each power of Adam." 2 (Three Prin
ciples, xiii. 18.) 

"Adam's body had not yet received !tJl.~' bones, and 
osseous substance. This took 'place only when Eve tasted 
the apple and gave to Adam to eat thereof." "It is 
true that the infection and the terrestrial death were 

.I already in him as a tendency and deadly disease, but 
the 'bones' and 'ribs' were' nevertheless still power and 
strength, and thus Eve was created' out of that power 
or strength which (later on) was to become rw."8 (Three 
Principles, xiii. i 3.) 

Eve was not misshaped. She lived with Adam in 

1 The woman is made out of the more refined and spiritual essences of 
man; for this reason woman even to-day is more refined and intuitional 
than man; while the organisation of the body and also the mind of the 
inale is on the whole more grosa and material; and he reasons where 
woman perceives. There were Dot all the female elements removed from 
man in the creation of the woman. If man had no such elements In him 
he would be a brute. Neither could any woman be visible and tangible 
and man's associate if ahe had none of the male and groBBly material 
elements of Adam in her organisation. 

I It was a part of the higher and more ilelestial elements which left 
" Adam" at the time of the creation of .. Eve." 

I It may be well to remember that at the time of JACOb Boehme it was 
considered a crime to dislielieve even in the literal and external interpre
tation of the Bible allegories, and that his explanations would have been 
incomprehensible and unacceptabie if his expreuions had not been luch 
as to correspond with those of the Bible. 
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Paradise; but the pure likeness of God was then in 
neither of them . 

.. Eve was not misshapen, but very lovely; nevertheless 
she too bore the signs (of corruption), and could not be .. 
anything more than a wife of Adam. BOFh were still 
in Paradise, and if they had not eaten from the·tree, 
but turned to God by changing their imagination, they 
would have remained in Paradise." (Three Principles, 
xiii. 36.) 

.. Adam and Eve had still a paradisiacal consciousness, 
but it was mixed with terrestrial desire. They were 
naked, and had animal organs for procreation; but they 
did not know this, neither were they ashamed of them, 
for the spirit of the great world had not yet obtained rule 
over them before they had eaten of the terrestrial fruit." 
(Menschwerdung, i. 6, IS.) 

.. No one can truly say that Eve, before coming ill con
tact with Adam, had been a pure and chaste virgin, be
cause, as soon as Adam awoke from his sleep, he saw her 
by bis side. He soon imagined into her (fell in love with 
her). He took her unt.() himself and said, 'This is flesh 
of my flesh and bone of my bone. She will be called 
woman, because she has been taken from man. Eve like
wise began to put her imagination into Adam, and each 
one igni~ed the desire of the other. Where, then, isO-the 
pure chastity and virginity? Is this not animal? Has 
not the external image become an animal?" 1 (Forty 
Questions, xxxvi. 6.) 

God had ordered mankind not to eat from the fruits of 
the tree of temptation; but the devil thought of inducing 
them to disobey the command, and they were, moreover, 

1 WOlnan in all departments of life is a saviour of man. Even the ~08~ -*. 

degraded woman may be a R&viour for still more degraded man, by keeping 
alive in him a feelillg for an ideal-a low ideal, it is true, but one tbat 
keeps him from einking into still lower depths, and wbich may become 
more refined. The-miBlion of woman to save man cease. only when -man 
ha~ found the celestial virgin within himself. 
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incited to do so by the spirit of the world, and by their 
own perverted desire . 

.. The holy-speaking Word of God, after the Trinity of 
the unfathomable Godhead, gave to the fiery intelligence 
of the soul. t~e command, 'Eat not of the tree of know
ledge of good and evil; or, if you do that, you will die in 
the image of God on the same day,' That is to say, 'the 
fiery soul will lose her light, and thereby mortality, the 
quality of the dark world, from the centre of the first 
three principles, will creep forth and manifest itself in 
the tree, and swallow up the Kingdom of God therein.' " 
(GTace, vi. I 7.) 

"When Adam and Eve were in Paradise as man and 
woman, being still in possession of a celestial essence, 
although the latter was mixed (with materiality), the 
devil would not suffer this ~ be so, for his envy was 
'gr~. Then, after Adam had been brought to fall and 

deprived of his angelic form, and seeing that Eve was his 
wife, the devil thought that they might generate children 
in Paradise and remain therein. He then made up his 
mind to seduce them to eat of the forbidden fruit, so that 
they might become earthly thereby." (i:lfenschtoerdu1I{/, 
i. 7.) 

[

"Adam was urged on by the power of the tree, which 
was also within himself, so that one lust infected another. 
He was also urged by the spirit of the great world, so 
that his strength became overpowered," (Three Prin
ciples, xi. 40.) 

For the purpose of seducing mankind, the devil availed 
himself especially of the services of the serpent, which, 
being a living symbol of the tree of temptation, caused 
them to imagine that, by eating the forbidden fruit, they 
would become godlike.l 

.. The devil introduced his poisonous imagination into 

1 The" serpent" i8 the altrGllight, in whose folds and temptatiODB the 
will of man is entangled. 

Digitized by Coogle 



MAN. J61 

the human quality. Therefrom resulted in man the 
ardent desire W eat of evil and good, and to live in the 
self-will; that is to say, his will left the harmony of 
unity and went into the multiplicity of the qualities. 
The devil, by means of the serpent, represented to him 
that he would become like God, and that his eyes would 
open; which then actually took place in the fall, so that 
they could now recognise, taste, see, and feel evil and 
good."l (Mysterium, xvii 37.) 

"The devil mixed lies and truth together, and said to 
the first human beings that they would be like God. His 
meaning was that they would be so, according to the 
first principle of wrath; but about the Paradise he said 
nothing." (Three Principles, xvii. 96.) 

cc The substance of the snake, its celestial aspect, was a ~ 

great power, as there was likewise a great celestial power 
in the devil, for he was a prince of God. Thus he intro- . 

. duced his cunning and lies into a strong state of will, for 
the purpose of making illusions therewith as his own 
god." (Mysterium, XL 16.) 

cc The imagination of the devil poisoned the substance 
of the serpent, so that the latter, in consequence of the 
division of its powers that formerly were in paradisiacal 
unity, formed itself into a serpent. Thus he used the 
snake as his instrument." 2 (Letters, xxxix. 2 I.) 

cc The snake was a living symbol of the tree of tempta
tion. The tree of temptation was in mute power, and the 
serpent was in a living power, and the serpent attached 
itself to that tree, being of its own nature." 8 (Mysterium, 
xx. 20.) 

After Adam had introduced his perverted desire into 

1 Evil desires always enter tbe heart of man silently and worm-like, until 
the soul becomes entangled therein as in the folds of a serpent. 

S The serpent is not himself the devil, but the devil is the evil will that • 
causes the serpent to move. 

I There is no mortal man to whose tree of life the serpent of desire is 
not attached during his terrestrial existence. 

L 
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Eve, the latter was the first to be seduced to fall away 
from God,1 

. "The lust originated in Adam, but thereupon this per
verted desire began to be excited in the woman." (Stiefel, 
ii. 37 S·) 

"Eve was lusting after the fruit of the tree of know
ledge of good and evil, but there was the prohibition 
before her, and she was afraid of God, and did not want 
to act against the prohibition. Then the devil entered 
into the substance and cunning of the'snake, and turned 
this power and craftiness around, so that Eve could see 
and know that the serpent was very artful and cunning. 
She clung to the forbidden tree, and it did her no harm; 
but she looked at the serpent and fell in love with his 
cunning· and cleverness, also with his agility and artful
ness, and she lusted to eat of the tree. The serpent 
advised her to do so by the sound and voice of the devil, 
and pretended that he derived his cunning and artfulness 
from the tree." (Mysterium, xx. 22.) 

" The devil told her that the fruit would do her no 
harm, but that the eyes of her understanding would be 
opened, and she would be like God. She thought it 
would be a good thing to be a goddess, and she con
sen ted; and in consenting she fell from the divine har
mony, from the peace in God, and from divine faith, and 
entered with her desire into the serpent and into the 
cunning, the desire, and vanity of the devil" II (Myste
rium, xx. 25.) 

While the devil was desirous directly for the fire-life, 

I If woman represents the will and man the intellectual power of man
kind as a whole, it naturally follows that the will was seduced by the desire 

'. before the intellect followed in ita track. If the intellect had becolDe 
'seduced first, it would have become separated from the "womao," and mAn 

. would have become a clever f()ol, an intellectual maniac, an unspiritual but 
cunning scientist, without any soul or faith-a" materialist." 

2 Actual .. sin" begins only where there is a knowledge of evil. A 
mere evil desire does not constitute .. sin ,. as long as the desire has not 
the consent of the intellect. 
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man at first was only desirous after the terrestrial things, 
but thereby his lust of pride began to arise. 

" The devil went with his imagination into the fiery 
foundation, but Adam iuto the watery quality." (Signa
ture, vii. 4.) 

"l!_nlike Lucifer, Adam did not actually desire to 
awaken the first principle; his desire was rather to taste 
good and evil-that is to say, the vanity of the earth:' 
(Myste1-ium, xviii. 3 I.) 

" In the external part of the soul originated the ter
restrial lust to eat of the manifold qualities; but in 
the interior fiery part of it originated lust for pride, to 
know evil and good, and to be like God." 1 (Mysterium, 
xviii. 30.) -Thus the first act of the great dl'ama ended, and a god· 

I became a man. In the second act He rises again upward 
toward His former divine state, no more innocent and 
ignorant of evil, but taught by experience, knowing and 
wise, a conqueror over" matter," and a true Lord over all. 

I The more man seeks for the object of bis existence in ex~ an; t 
sensual things, the more will he depart from his spiritual faith or point of 
gravitation from his own divine centre or God. He becomes experienced 
in external and superficial things, and loses sight of that which is real 
and divine. His external knowledge, which after all is only imaginary, 
as it deals only with passing illusion., awakens his pride and self·conceit ; 
he begins to assert his personality against immortality; he becomes cruel, 
and selfish, and paaaiOlnate; and unles8 he he redeemed by the awakening 
of spiritUality within himself, he will end in awakening in him the "fiery 
foundation," the principle of evil, the " devil." Iustead of the Christ, 

I Lucifer will be revealed in him. 

.~ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

NATURE, OR THE THIRD PRINCIPLE. 

"The godle88 seeks for God outside of his own self, and the Christless 
sectarians seek for a personal Christ in history; but the man of God 

.. and the true Christian know God and Christ witbin tbeir own soul." 
.. We surely believe in a personal and historical Christ; but only after 

Christ haa become personal in a man will he realise the true nature 
and vocation of Jesus the son of Jehovah."-JoHANNEIl. 

THE image bf everything that ever existed was in the 
light at the 'time when God began to create a· new 
world. The external world, to which Adam had become 
subjected in consequence of his degradation, has its 
origin in God's eternal nature and its prototype in His 
wisdom, wherein it was spiritually contained from the 
beginning. We may compare the external world to the 
imagery-seen upon a screen, upon which it has been 
projected by the light of a magic-lantern. The images 
represent the world, the pictures on the slide the ether, 
and the light itself is the Spirit of God. 

".The third principle, the spirit and torment of this 
world, has been hidden from eternity in eternal nature, 
and was discovered by the light-flaming spirit in God's 
wisdom and the divine tincture. Then the Godhead -
moved according. to the nature of the producing mother, 
and the great MyBterium was born, wherein was con
tained everything that is within the power of eternal 
nature. This, however, was only a Mysterium, and had 
no resemblance to any created being. There everything 
was as if (mixed) together, like a cloud of dust." 1 (Me1l-
8ckwerdung, i. I, 10.) 

1 The external consciousness wali hidden within the internal one, in the 
same sense as the character of a ·tree is hidden within the seed. 

164 
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" If we rightly consider the creation of this world and 
the spirit of the third principle, or the spirit of the great 
world with its stars and elements, we find therein the 
qualities of the eternal world as if in a state of mixture; 
wherein Deity willed to manifest the eternal \fonders 
that were hidden, and to bring them into objective exist
ence." (Siz Theosophical Points, ii 6.) 

"The external world, in being born (coming into 
objectivity), makes for itself a new principium or begin
ning. The generatrix of the temporal is a reproduction 
of the eternal generatrix, time originates in eternity, and 
even here eternity, with its wonderful production, appears, 
in its powers and capabilities, in an especially temporal 
form, and shape." 1 (Mysterium, vi. 10.) 

In this external world, called the third principle, there 
are manifest two powers--the holy divine power and 
the power of the darkness. The latter is even prepon
derating. 

" The third principle, or the visible elemental world, 
is an issue of the first and second principles, which is pro
duced by the motion and outbreathing of divine power 
and divine will. In it is figured the spiritual world accord
ing to light and darkness, and brought into a created 
(objective) condition." (TalJulm PrincipifB, 5.) 

"The external world has been outbreathed from the 
holy and from the dark world. It is, therefore, evil and 
good, and in love and wrath; but, compared with the 
spiritual world, it is only like a smoke or a fog." (Myste
riu1h, iii. 10.) 

"The word moved the Fiat in all forms of eternal 
nature, in harmony with the world of light and the world 

1 We find the same fundamental law in all departments of nature. A 
new world is only a "nebular spot," a dust of cosmic matter, as long &8 it 
has not formed an organised centre. Likewise man resembles A "nebula" 
of unlimited extent, of which only the organised kemel (the physical body) ! 
is visible; And so man begins to exist as a spiritual being only when the 
universal Spirit takes form within his soul ' 
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of darkness; so' that the desire after the quality of both 
worlds entered into being. This caused good and evil to 
originate in the essentiality, and thereby was created the 
external visible world, with stars and elements as a par
ticular life." (Stiefel, i. 3 I.) 

" This terrestrial· world is based upon the world of 
darkness, and if the good had not been also embodied 
therein, there would be in it no other doing than that 
of the world of darkness; but this is prevented by the 
divine power and by the light of the sun." 1 (Sw Thea
!op}"icgJ, Points, ix. I 7.) 

" This world is rooted in evil and good, and there can 
be neither one of them without the other. But the great 
misfortune in it is that evil is preponderating therein over 

. good, and the wrath stronger than love, and this is due 
to the sin of the devil and of man, who excited natul'e 
by their perverted desires, so that the world is now 
powerfully qualified in wrath, acting like a poison within 
the body." 2 (Mysterium, xi. IS.) 

That the darkness has obtained so much power in this 
world is not the fault of God, but it is due to Lucifer, 
who corrupted the primordial creation, and who in con
sequence of Adam's fall is now still more enabled to act 
within the dark element of nature.s . 

"Within all nature there is a continual wrestling, battling, 
and devouring, so that this world may truly be called a 

1 The visible BUn in the sky is the exterior manifestation of an invisible 
Rpirit~al power. As the visible sunlight dries up swamps and destroys 
impurities, so ia the apiritual sunlight opposed to the evil influencea 
that arise from the astral plane. 

t Nature exists in universal man, and be is existing ill her. Nature 
receivea ber consciousness from man, and aa the will in him haa become 
tinctured with evil desires, ao nature-the product of his imagination-
became tinctured with evil likewise. . 

• Neither Christ, nor" Lucifer," nor II tbe Antichrist," ia, as the vulgar 
interpretation has it, outside of the BOul of the world, but a power active 
within the latter, in the same sense as a man'a disease does not exist 
outside of his own body, but within it. 
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valley of sorrow, full of trouble, persecution, sufft:!ring, and 
labour; for when the spirit of creation went into the 
middle, it had to form the world from the midst of the 
kingdom of hell." (A'I-rora, xviii. I 12.) 

"Nature, up to the day of judgment, has two inherent 
qualities; one is lovely, celestial, and holy, and the other 
one wrathful and hellish. The good quality works with 
great diligence for the purpose of producing good fruits 
under the influence of 'the Holy Spirit, and likewise the 
evil quality labours for the purpose of producing evil 
fruits, receiving power and incitement thereto by the 
devil." (Aurora, Preface, x. 10.) 

"The devil resides in this world, and he continually 
infests external nature; but he has his p~ only in the 
wrath, in bitter desire." 1 (Memckwerdung, i. 2, 4.) 

God acts with the holy power of his inner world against 
the corrupting power of Lucifer, but the external world 
is not thereby changed in its own particular essence.2 

"The inner world, the world of light, dwells in the 
external world, and the latter receives power from the 
former. She blooms in the external power, but this power 
knows nothing of it." (Sitt Theosophical Points, vi. 2.) 

"The powers of eternity work through the powers of 
time, like the sun that shines through water, while the 
water does not apprehend the sun, but only receives the 
heat; or, like a fire, which glows in the iron; but the iron 
remains iron nevertheless." (ltIysterium, xii. 20.) 

1 If it had not been for Lucifer's seduction and Adam's fall, primOl-dial , 
man would have remained for ever in blissful ignorance of the lower 
qualitie~, in a spiritual state, which he could not have fully enjoyed, 
because he did not know its opposite, namely, suffering. Thus the devil 
brought suffering into the world, and is therefore man's benefactor; pro· 
vided that man learns by the experience afforded to him in this way, and 
does not become absorbed by evil, but conquers it. 

2 If it were not for the, omnipresent and superior power of good, there 
would be no possibility for m~ to conquer his evil desires. This absolute 
good is the One, without which the 7'IDo (relative good and evil) could nl'lt 
exist. 
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"The spiritual world is hidden within the visible ele
mentary world, and acts through the latter, and by means 
of the separator, or the soul of the outer world, it 
shapes itself in all things according to the character and 
quality of each thing; but the visible being receives 
the invisible one not in its own power, neither does the 
external thing become changed into the inner one, but the 
inner power merely takes shape therein, as we may see 
if we observe the growth of herbs, trees, and metals." 
(Contemplations, iii. 19.) 

" We see that the earth has a great hunger and desire 
after the power and the light of the sun, and likewise the 
external being craves for the interior one. Thereby it 
receives the form of the latter as a light and power, with
out, however, being able to grasp the interior spirit itself ; 
for the spirit does not dwell in the exterior, but has pos~ 
session of its own self in its own interior state." 1 (Six 
Theosophical Points, vi. 9.) 

God exerciqes this blissful power especially by means 
of the sun, who, being a true image of the divine heart 
of love, illuminates all the visible world, and restrains the 
wrath of the dark world. 

"The Godhead, the divine light, is the centre of all 
life, and likewise in the manifestation of God the sun is 
the centre of life." (Signature, iv. 17.) 

"God the Father generates love by meanR of His 
heart, and the sun symbolises His heart. He is in the 
external world a symbol of the eternal heart of God, 
which gives to all beings and existences their power." 
(Signature, iv. 39.) 

1 The earth, like every other cosmic body, is a form of manifestation 
of will, and has a sensation of its own. Every part of the earth strivlOs 
for the full enjoyment of the beneficent sun-rays, and when arriving 
at the meridian it would fain stand still, as if in mute adoration and wor
ship of the glory of the celestial orb, but is pushed on by those parts that 
follow. Thus every part alternatively embraces the sunlight and sinks 
again into darkness once during the daily revolution of onr planet. 
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"God gave to the external world the light, by the out
breathing of His power through the rays of His light, and 
with the sun and the moon He rules within the things of 
this world. The stars take their light from the out
poured radiance of His light, and by means of this 
very light God ornaments the earth with beautiful plants 
and flowers, and makes glad everything that lives and 
grows." (Prayer, xlvii.) 

" This world has a natural God of its own, namely, the 
snn; but he takes his being from the fire of God, and 
this again from the light of God. Thus, the sun gives 
bis power to the elements, and they give theirs to the 
creatures and herbs of the earth." (Sw Theosophical 
Points, v. 13.) 

" The abyss of hell is in this world, and the sun is the 
only cause of the existence of water, and of the fact that 
the depth above the earth is lovely, pleasing, mild, and 
delightful." (Threefold Life, vi. 36.) 

"All that is powerful in the essence of the holy world 
is hidden in the wrath and curse of God in the quality of 
the dark world; but it blooms by means of the power of 
the sun and the light of external nature through the curse 
and the wrath." 1 (Mysterium, xxi. 8.) 

.As the sun rules over all the terrestrial world, he must 
be present in his essence and power everywhere in that 
world. 

"The sun is not very different from water, for water 
has the quality and essence of the sun. Without that 
the water would not receive the light of the sun. .Although 
the sun is a body having a form, nevertheless the essence 

1 The world is the body of universal man; the spiritual sun is his heart, 
and the moon is the symbul of his imagination (or fancy). The true mean
ing of Boehme's writings, like those of the Bible, will only be understood 
if we cease to look upon the COBDlOS from our limited personal point of 
view, and, by becoming identified in our conaciowmeu with the All, realiae 
that the All is our Self. 
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, of the sun is also in water, but not manifest. In fact, 
we recognise that the whole world is all 8'Un, and the 
locality of the sun would be everywhere if God would 
want to ignite it and cause it to become manifest, for all 
existence begins in the light of the sun." 1 (Six Theoso
phical Points, vi. 10.) 

" If God would ignite the light by means of the heat, 
the whole world would be sun (manifest), for the power 
of the sun is everywhere, and before the body of the sun 
existed the whole locality of the world was as shining as 
the sun is at present, but not so insupportable, but mild 
and delightful." 2 (Aurora, xxv. 63.) 

The planets are also ruled by the sun, from which they 
receive their powers, and they communicate these powers 
ill their turn to terrestrial objects. 

"The sun is the centre of the constellation (solar sys
tem), and the earth is the centre of the elements. Both, 
if compared with each other, are like spirit and body, or 
like man and woman. But the constellation has still 
another woman, wherein it breeds out its substance, 
namely, the moon, she being the wife of all the planets, 
but especially of the sun." S (Mysterium, xi. 3 I.) 

1 It may be remarked that at the time of Jacob Boehme it was not 
generally known that the sun haa a hydrogen atmosphere, nor that water 
was composed of oxygen and hydrogen, the most comhustible gas. 

2 The same doctrine applies €a the light of the spirit. The ChriRt· 
~pirit is everywhere; but it is not manifest in every person. Little would 
it benefit the blind to know of the light merely from hearsay. Little 
would it profit the .. Christian" if he knew of a historical Christ, and 
could not perceive the glory aud majesty of the .Atma Buddh, within his 
own BOuL Boehme says :- . 

"The light and the power of Christ arises within His children in the 
interior foundation and illumines the whole course of their life. Within 
this fountain of light is the kingdom of God in man. He who is not 
in possession of it cannot bring it into himself by means of any creed, 
opinions, or theories; but if he possesses it, then from that fountain will 
arise many streams of pure love." (Oommunion v. 18.) 

3 So with the mind of man, it being the "constellation of stars, thoughts, 
and mental powers wherein he lives," he receives ita light from the divinll 
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" As the stars, full of desire, draw unto themselves the 
power of the SUll, likewise the sun penetrates also power
fully into the stars, so that they receive their light from 
the power of the sun. The stars then send again their 
ignited power as their product into the elements." (Grace, 
ii. 26.) 

But as the stars have their origin from the world of 
light and from the world of darkness, not only the good, 
but also the evil, existing in the terrestrial world comes 
from them. 

"With the creation of the constellation good and evil 
became manifest, for in them is manifest the wrathful 
fiery power of eternal nature, as well as the power of the 
holy spiritual world, as an outbl'eathed essence. Thus 
there are many dark stars which we cannot see, and there 
are many shining ones which we see." 1 (Mysterium, x. 
36.) 

" The evil, like the good, in all things comes from the 
stars; and as the creatures upon the earth are in their 
qualities, likewise are also the stars." (Aurora, ii. 2.) 

" All that lives and exists is awakened and brought to 
life by the stars, for they are not only fire and water, but 
they also possess hardness and softness, sourness and 
sweetness, bitterness and darkness, even all the powers 
of nature, and everything that is contained in the earth." 
(Threefold Life, vii. 46.) 

"The constellation is the cause of all arts and science, 
also of all order and harmony in this world, because it 
awakens the trees and metals, enabling them to grow. In 
the earth is everything that is contained within the stars; 

sun that shines in the centre of his own being. There are thoughts of 
which we are conscious, and others which remain hidden until they are 
called forth by that power which rests in the spirit of man. 

1 This is also asserted in Sinnett's I!.'BOteT'ic Buddhiam. Ideas have their 
regular revolntions in the mental world, comparable to the planets in the 
sky, They arise and disappear from the mental horizon of the individual, 
and &lao from that of humanity as a whole, according to cosmic laws. 
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the constellation ignites the earth, and aU this taken to
gether is only one spirit."t (Threefold Life, vii. 48.) 

In their relations to the earth and the elements, the 
stars act the part of a higher, living, and, so to say, male 
power. 

cc The stars are a quintessence, a fifth form 
menta, and, so to say, the life of the four." 
Life, vii. 45.) 

of the e1e
(Threefold 

cc The starry sky rules in all creatures as it were in 
its own property. 'I'his sky is the man, and 'matter,' or 
the watery form, is his wife, who gives birth to what 
heaven creates." 2 (Three Principles, vii. 33.) 

" The upper desires the lower and the lower the higher. 
The hunger of that which is above is directed powerfully 
to the earth, and the hunger of the earth strives for that 
which is above. Thus, compared with each other, they 
are like body and soul, or like man and woman, generat
ing children with each other." (Grace, v. 19.) 

But it must be understood that there is a distinct life 
in the earth. This is proved by her products, and also 
by her desire for the sun, in consequence of which she is 
continually turning around.s 

"If you behold the earth and the rocks you will 
acknowledge that there is a life in them; for if this were 

1 To realise the nature of the relation existing between the macrocosm 
and the microcosm, it is neceuary that man should learn to realise his own 
existence as a macrocosmic being. Without such a practical realisation, 
a merely theoretical study of such mysteries is difficult, and of little use. 

s Au material forms are nothing but ultimate expressions of ideas, 
shaped into forma by thought and caused to grow and become objective 
by the power of will which is inherent. in everything. 

I There is only one universal life ; but its action beoomes differentiated 
and modified in each individual form by the qualities of the latter. It 
then becomes therein, as it ware, a distinct and separate life, differing not 
in eBBen08 but in quality from that of other forms. This individual life 
oonstitutes the individuality of the form. The external expression which 
results from the action of this individual life oonstitutes the personality. 
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not so, there would be in them neither gold nor silver, 
and neither herbs nor grasses." (Aurora, xix. 57.) 

"Each being desires the other. That which is above 
desires that which is below, and the lower desires the 
higher. Thus the earth is filled with hunger after the 
stars and after the spiritus mundi, so that they have no 
peace." (Cla~, I 10.) 

.. The earth is turning around because she has both 
fires, the hot and the cold fire, and that which is below 
always desires to rise upwards towards the sun, .because 
she receives spirit and power only from the sun. There
fore she is turning. The fire, her desire for light, is turn
ing her, for it wishes to be ignited, and to have a life of 
its own. Having nevertheless to remain in death, still 
it desires after the life above and attracts the latter, and 
opens its centre for ever to receive the tincture and fire of 
the sun."t (Threefold Life, xi. 5.) 

The four elements are actually only qualities of the 
true one element, which is hidden behind the external 
four elements. 

" That which we call at present four elements are in 
fact not elements, but merely qualities of the one true 
element." (Three Principles, xiv. 54.) . 

.. The quintessence is a paradisiacal substance in the 
celestial w'orld, but enclosed in the external world; that 
is to say, not imprisoned therein, but only rende~ed in
visible." (Cla'Vis Specialis.) 

" Fire, air, water, and earth have issued from the centre 
of nature, and consisted in the ignition of one substance. 
Since that ignition took place they appear. in four forms, 
which are called 'elements;' but they are still interiorly, 
and in reality there exists, only one. There are not four 

1 If the whole world is a manifestation of consciousness, tbere can be 
nothing absolutely unconscious in it. Each tbing has its own state of 
consciousness, but is not necessarily therefore self· conscious or aware of itd 
own qualities. If it were 80, the world JVould be a helL 
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elements in heaven, but only one; but all four states 
are contained therein." (Threifold Life, v. lOS.) 

From this superterrestrial basis have proceeded the 
external terrestrial elements. There was first separated 
from it the fire, next the air, then the water, and 
finally the element of earth.l 

.. The four forms which are hidden within tIle one true 
element have become active by means of the ignition or 
excitation of the lower principles, and they now appear in 
their external substance comprehensible to the creatures." 
(Threifuld Life, v. lOS.) 

.. From. the fire originates the air, and from the air 
the water, and from the water earth; i.e., a substance 
which is of an earthly nature, and thus the elements are 
merely an external manifestation of the inner eternal 
element and an ignited smoke of the latter." (Mysterium, 
vii. 19.) 

The elements having issued from their original unity, 
strongly desire each other, but at the same time there 
are dissensions and strifes among them. 

" The four elements are only qualities of the one in-
, differentiated element. Therefore there is a great anxiety 

and desire among them. They constitute interiorly only 
one sole principle, and therefore they instinctively long 
one after the other and each seeks for the inner principle 
within each other." (Cla'lJis, I06.) 

"After from the one element, which has only one 
single will, the four elements had origin:tted, which are. 
now existing in one single body, there is among them 
much strife and dissension. Heat is against cold, and 

1 The same order may be observed in the microcosm of man. First 
comes the desire, which is of a :6ery nature; then the idea, which is still 
airy and inde:6nite, but which becomes concrete as a thought by the aid 
of the "watery element," and ultimately there results the act or the 
material cerpori:6cation. 
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fire against water; the air is against earth, and each 
causes the death and breaking-up of the other." (Signa
ture, xv. 4.) 

In many of the products of the earth-for instance, 
in many of the minerals-the true essence seems to be . 
entirely hidden in death; but in others, especially in the 
noble metals and precious stones, it still manifests its 
brightness.1 

II It seems strange to the reasoning mind, if we observe 
the earth with its solid rocks and its rough and harsh 
appearance, that big rocks and stones have been created, 
whereof a part is useless, and which are only an obstacle 
for the creatures of this world." (Mysteriurn, x. I.) 

II The terrestrial consciousness corrupted the celestial 
one, and the former became the Turba of the latter. 
Likewise, the Fiat made the earth and stones out of the 
eternal essentiality." (MenschlUerdung, i. 9.) 

II But in the earth we find still another tincture hidden 
away which is like the celestial one, especially in the 
precious metals." 2 (Six Theosophical Points, vi. 2.) 

"Gold is nearly related to the divine substantiality 
or celestial corporeity. This would be seen if we could 
dissolve the dead body of the gold and cause it to become 
a volatile, active spirit, but this is only possible by means 
of the power of God." a (Signature, iii. 39.) 

II As far as precious stones are concerned, carbuncles, 
rubies, delphines, onyx, &c., they have their origin there 
where the flash of light arose within love. This flash is 
born in meekness, and is the heart in the centre of the 

1 In the mineral kingdom precious stones may be compared to the eye • 
in the animal realm, in so far as the same is said to be the mirror of the 
soul; i.e., of the interior quality. 

I All forms are expreBBions of originally spiritnal powers, and the quali
ties of such powers ~ more manifest in precious stones than in any other 
material substance. 

3 For this reason it requires the pOBBession of divine power to practise 
alchemy. It is a divine and not merely a .. natural" science. 
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sourcive spirits. Therefore are such stones so mild, 
- lovely, and at the same time so power{ul." 1 (Aurora, 

xviii. 17.) 

As it is in regard to the mineral kingdom, so it is in 
regard to the vegetable and animal kingdoms. There the 
power of death has also penetrated into everything; but 
there also are formations existing which show a relation
ship with the paradise. 

"Before the fall the paradise was efHorescing through 
all trees and through all the fruits which God created 
for man. But when the earth was cursed, the curse 
penetrated into all fruits, and now everything became 
good and bad. In all things was death and rottenness, 
which formerly was only in the one tree, called the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil." (Threefold Life, ix. IS.) 

" The fruits of the earth are not entirely in the wrath 
of God, for the incorporated word, being immortal and 
imperishable, was blossoming out again in the body of 
death, and produced fruits from the mprtified body of the 
earth." (Au1'ora, xxi. 24.) 

"Some animals, especially the tame ones, are closely 
related to the one element; others, especially the fero
cious ones, have more relationship with the four ele
ments." (Three Principles, xviii. 10.) 

"There are poisonous animals and worms grown out of 
the wrathful quality, and formed after the centre of- the 
dark world. They love to dwell only in the dark, and 
hiQe themselves away from the sunlight. Furthermore, 
there are many creatures which the spiritus mundi has 
formed out of the realm of phantasy, such as monkeys 
and certain animals and birds, who like to play pranks 
and torment and disturb other creatures, so that one is 
the enemy of the other, and they are all fighting against 
each other. On the other hand, there are also good and 

1 For the true ~ignifiC&tion and magic powera of precious atoneB see 
" In tke p~ oj the Tempk oj Wiadom." 
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kind creatures, made after the type of the angelic world, 
such as the tame animals and birds: among them, how
ever, there are also bad qualities to be found." (Grace, 
V.20.? 

In each external thing there is hidden an eternal and 
imperishable something, which issues again ~ an ethereal 
form out of the degraded body of the terrestrial substimce.2 

"In each external thing there are two qualities, one 
originating from time and the other one from eternity. 
The first or temporal quality is manifest, the other one 
hidden." (Signature, iv. 17.) 

"In the beings of this world we find everywhere two 
beings in one-first, an eternal, divine and spiritual being, 
and then one that has a beginning, and is natural, tem
poral, and corruptible. The outbreathed desire-that is 
to say, the love of the divine power for nature, where
from nature and self-will have originated-is longing to 
get rid of the natural perverted self-will, and is destined, 
at the end of time, to be free of the illusion thus 
acquired, and to be brought into a clear, crystalline 
nature." (Contemplations, i. 30.) 

"Behold a tree. Outwardly it has a hard and rough 
shell, appearing dead and encrusted; but the body of 
the tree has a living power, which breaks through the 
hard and dry bark and generates many young bodies, 
branches, and leaves, which, however, all are rooted in the 
body of the tree. Thus it is with the whole house of 
this world, wherein also the holy light of God appears 
to have died out, because it has withdrawn into its 
principle, and therefore it seems dead, although it still 
exists in God. But love ever again and again breaks 

1 For deBCription of the elementals inh~biting the astral plane see Paf'a
cekru. 

I The spiritual being is the one that is not subject to the dissolution I 

of the physical form, but." reincarnates" periodically; that is to say, it 
creates for itself again· other forms in which it may find to a certain 
extent an outward expression. (Compare My.fM. Magn., 29, 45.), 

M 
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through this very house of death and generates holy and 
celestial branches in this great tree, and which root in 
the light." (Aurora, xxiv. 7.) 

All these external formations proceed from the fire-life 
by means of the tincture and the oily, spiritual quality, 
which manifests its power and activity in contrast with 
the elements.l 

IC Each thing is like a fire. However, the torture of 
the fire is not a true life, but the tincture that originates 
from the fire." (Threefold Life, viii. 18.) 

IC As the spirit is in a thing, so is the tincture, for 
the tincture issues from the spirit and is its delight." 
(Three Principles, xiii. 45.) 

"Where a desire exists there is a fire, for the fire 
desires substantiality, so that it may have something to 
consume. It cannot make for itself any substantiality, 
but it makes a tincture, and that tincture produces the 
substantiality." (Threefold Life, viii. 33.) 

"The tincture produces all colours, because it intro
. duces the quality of fire and light into the water. Thus 

it also transforms water into blood." (Sia; M'l/st'ical Points, 
i. s.) 

.. The oily quality is in stones, metals, herbs, trees, 
animals, and men. The deadly quality is in the earth, 
in water, fire, and air. Those four qualities are, in fact, 
like a dead body; but the oil therein is a light or a life, 
wherefrom results the desire or the growth, the outbloom
ing from this deadly quality. The oily quality could 
not, however, be a life if it were not in the anxiety of 
death. The latter arouses the former, and renders it 
movable, because the oily quality desires to fly from the 
anxiety, and to issue from thence, and thereby the growth 

.I In other worda, each thing is an expression of will.power. The will 
alone, howllver, doea not conltitute its true conacioUBnUII; the latter 
results from the action of the will upon the imagination. 
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is caused. Thus death itself has to be a cause of life and 
motion." (Signature, viii. 5.) 

The external appearance or signature of things is a 
symbol of what they actually are in their inner essence, 
or of what principle is prepondera.ting in their character, 
and therein is the basis of the language of nature. 

"All the external visible world, in all its states, is a 
symbol or figure of the internal spiritual world. That 
which a thing actually is in its interior is reflected in its 
external character." (Signature, ix. I.) 

.. That principle which in the spirit of its action is 
superior to the rest, engraves its character principally 
upon the corporeal being, and the other qualities are 
only secondary additions to it, as may be seen in all 
living creatures." (Signature, ix. 4.) 

"The inner form characterises man, also in his face. ' 
The same may be said of animals, herbs, and trees. Each 
thing is marked externally with that which it is inter
nally and essentially. For the internal being is con
tinually labouring to manifest itself outwardly. Thus 
everything has its own mouth for the purpose of revealing 
itself, and therein is based the language of nature, by 
means of which each thing speaks out of its own quality, 
and represents that for which it may be useful and good." 1 

(Signature, i. I I - I 7. ) 

1 See Magic, White t.md Black. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

GENERA TION. 

t II Let every Brahman, with fixed attention, consider all nature, both 
visible and invisible, a8 existing in the Divine Spirit. For when he 
contemplate8 the boundless universe in the Divine Spirit, l1e cannot 
give his heart to iniquity."-MANu. . --

GOD evolves the centre of light from eternity to eternity 
within Himself, and likewise there is in. the soul of Illan 
a desire to penetrate into the second principle and tu 
live in the light of God;l 

"The soul in its substance is a magical gush of fire 
from the nature of God the Father. She is an ardent 
desire for the light. Thus, God the Father very strongly, 
and from all eternity, desires his heart, the centre of 
the light, and He generates it in His desiring will out 
of the quality of the fire." (Four Complexions, ii.) 

.. God makes also the second principle in His love, 
wherefrom He generates from eternity to eternity His 
eternal word and heart, and the spirit ignites the bond of 
nature, and renders it luminous in the love- and the life 
of His heart by the power of the light. Likewise the soul 

. of man desires to penetrate into the second principle, and 
to still its hunger with the power of God." (Three/old 
Life, i. I 1-13.) 

But if the soul, as has been the case with Adam, does 

1 It is the principle of light in man that causes him to seek for the light, 
and to desire that it should become manifest. If man were something 
entirely different from God, and had consequently nothing divine in him, 
he would be an atheist, incapable of conceiving of justice or troth, and 
have neither any desire nor understanding for that which is divine. 

ISo 
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not surrender her will to God, then will the divine idea 
not become annihilated, but is rendered inactive in man. 

"The soul has the seven qualities of the inner spiritual 
world (modified) according to nature; but the spirit is 
without any qualities; it is outside of nature and in the 
unity of God. By means of its fiery nature the spirit 
becomes manifest in the soul, because it is the true like
ness of God, an idea wherein God Himself acts and 
resides, provided that the soul enters with her desire into 
God and surrenders her will to Him. If this does not 
take place, then will that idea, namely, the spirit, be mute 
and inactive, like a picture in a mirror that has faded 
and is without substance, as was the case with Adl!om in 
his fall." (Tabulm Principm, 66.) 

" It should not be supposed that the celestial Ego of 
man had become a nothing. It has remained in him, 
but in his (personal) life it was then like a nothing. It 
was then hidden in God and inconceivable to man, alia 
without (manifested) life." (Mysterium, xx. 28.) 

"The essence of the soul, that issued from the un
fathomable will, has not died. Nothing can destroy it. 
It remains for ever a free will. But it lost the divine 
state, wherein was burning the light of God and the fire 
of His love. Not that the latter has become a nothing, 
although within the created soul it became like nothing 
(unmanifested), and unconscious; but the holy power, 
that is to say, the spirit of God, which was the active 
life therein, became hidden." (Grace, vi. 2.) 

If the soul thus permits her true light and life to be 
extinguished, then it naturally follows that her opposite 
power, the principle of wrath, becomes perceptible (con
cious) in her.l 

" As the word or heart of God, takes its origin in the 
light of the majesty, in the eternal fire-tincture of the 

1 In proportion &II the will of man is not controlled by reason, that will 
becomes nnreuonable and follows ita lower impulsea. 
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Father, likewise is this the case with the image of the 
soul. The true image of God resides in the light of the 
soul-fire, and the fiery soul must draw that light from 
the love-fountain in God, in His majesty, by means of 
her imagination in God, and surrender of her self-will to 
God. If the soul does not do this, but imagines with iii 
herself, in her own fierce forms or states conducive to 
the fire-torture (passion), and not in the fountain of l~ve, 
then will her self-torture arise from her harshness, a~ridJty, 
and bitterness, and the image of God will be swallowed 
up in the wrath (the dark fire)." (Eye, xiii. IS.)' 

"The soul is per se a fire-torture, and contains within 
herself the first principle, the harsh acridity, which has 
for its object the fire. If from this birth (evolution) of 
the soul is withdrawn the mildness and love of God, or 
if she becomes infected with very strong matter (gross 
material desire), she will then remain a severe harshness, 
consuming itself, and nevertheless continually generating 
new hunger within her own will." (Menschwerdung, i. 2.) 

r' Thus has man, by his withdrawal from God, attracted 
unto himself the wrath of God and opened for himself 
the kingdom of hell, and he now forms in himself hellish 
figures. l 

"After Adam had lost the pure and beautiful image, his 
soul stood then only in the quality of the Father; that is 
to say, in eternal nature, which, apart from the light of 
God, is a wrath and a consuming fire." (Tilk. i. 285.) 

"By means of the fall there was in man a door opened 
in the wrath of God, namely, hell. The jaws of the devil 
were opened, and thereby was inaugurated the realm of 
illusion." (GTace, vii. 7.) 

1 To expre88 this in other words, we may say that the will of man 
ceased to act within his own higher nature, i.e., the celestial virgin of 
divine wisdom, wherein his power was united to sweetness, and became 
active within the lower and animal elements of his constitution, so that 
brute passion took the place of divine self-conscious will. This animal will 
produces corresponding animal images in his soul. 
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.. If we investigate the substance of the soul and its 
essences, we find that it is the most harsh thing in man; 
it is fiery, acrid, and bitter. If it entirely loses the 
virgin of divine power who acr Jmpanies it, and from 
whIch the light of God (in th/. soul) is born, i~ then 
becomes and is a devil." (Three Principles, xiii. 30.) 

" After man had entered the realm of his selfish en
joyment and turned his will away from God, he then 
began to produce hellish figures, such as cnrsing, blas
pheming, and lying." (Prayer, 53.) 

" We, the poor children 'of Eve, have to feel within 
ourselves, in great suffering, sorrow, and misery, how the 
wrath moves, guides, and torments us, so that we now no 
longer walk together in the love of God, but, full of poison, 
envy, murder, and animosity, we persecute each other, we 
denounce, dishonour, and vilify, wishing to one another 
death and all kinds of evil, and enjoying each other's 
misery." (Tilk. i. 4.) 

"That which malicious persons of this world do in 
their malignity and falsehood is also done by the devils 
in the world of darkness." (Six Theosophical Points, '. 
iL IS) , 

" Each person causes suffering to another, and is there
fore the other's devil." (Threefold Life, xvii 10.) 

God has, however, given to man protection, so that he 
may not so easily become a devil, and He did this by 
causing him to enter into external terrestrial life.l 

II God caused the soul to enter into flesh and blood, so 
that she may not so very easily become capable to receive 
the wrath. Thus (during her terrestrial existence) she 

1 If man's imagination were not excited by the pictorial representations 
which the objects of the surrounding world call forth in his mind by 
means of his external senses, but if his mental activity ,vere restricted 
to forming images hy its own power, his fiery will, from which the recogni
tion of his divine bride has departed, would cause him to become self
conscious in evil •. For tbis reason asceticism without divine wisdom leads 
to the acquisition of the powers of black magic. 
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eujoys herself in the mirror of the sun, and is glad in her 
sidereal essence." (Six Tlteosophical Points, vii. 19.) 

" Not without cause has God bl'eathed into the nostrils of 
Adam the external spil'.!t, the external_life. Adam might 
have become a devil, like Lucifer, but the external mirror 
prevented it." (Forty Questions, xvi. 2.) 

"Many a soul in her malignity would become a devil 
within one hour if the external life did not prevent it, 
so that her complete ignition cannot take place." (Forty 
Questions, xvi 1 2.) 

"In examining our own selves we find that, on the 
whole, the external spirit (our human nature) is very 
useful to us. Many souls would become corrUpted if the 
animal spirit did not hold captive the fire and present '. 
to the fire-spirit terrestrial, animal occupation ~nd joy, 
wherein it may amuse itself until it obtains again a 
glimpse of its nobler image, and begins to seek for it 
again." (Forty Questions, xvi. 10.) 

• ii If .the matter of this world (the imagery of external 
,nature) W~fe broken, as it will be broken one day in the 
fut1!re, the soul would have stood in eternal death, in the 
darkness. The beautiful creature (the living image) would 
then have been captured by the realm of hell, and the 
devil would have been triumphing over it." (Three/old 
Li/e, viii. 38.) 

As the soul of man became captured by the spirit of 
'this world, and as she allowed its tinctu're to enter 
within herself, the terrestrial qualities necessarily arose 
(became pre-eminently active) in him.l . 

• The poor soul of Adam was made captive by the 
spjrit and prillciple of this world, and allowed the tinc
ture of this world to enter within her." (Threefold Life, 
viii. 63.) 

1 :Man became an organism wherein the powers of nature are acting. 
and in identifying himself 'with nature he began to enjoy and to suBer 
with her • 
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.. That in which the imagination of the spirit enters 
becomes expressed in the corporeal form by means of the 
impression of the spiritual desire. Therefore God com
manded Adam, when he still was in Paradise, not to eat 
with his imagination from the tree of self-knowledge of 
good and evil, so that he should not sink into suffering 
and death and die to the kingdom of heaven, as has 
actually occurred." 1 (Baptism, i. 22.) 

"The terrestrial quality, which formerly was in Para
dise in an unm!lnifested condition, manifested itself by 
means of the desire of the soul. From this resulted 
heat and cold, the poison-life of all adversities, and 
the supremacy of the body, so that the beautiful image 
of Heaven and Paradise faded out of sight." (Stielel, 
ii. 83.) 

The bodies of the first human beings were of a 
spiritual, celestial nature; but, in consequence of eating 
of the forbidden fruit, they became terrestrial and 
material. 

.. God had given to man a body constituted of pure, 
essential power, after the nature of the soul, and which, 
if compared with the grossly terrestrial substance, may 
be looked upon as being a spiritual body." (Mysterium, 
xvi. 3.) 

"The body of the. first human beings was of a celestial 
kind; but when they ate of the terrestrial fruit and 
~bed it into the bodies the temperature separated, 
and the terrestrial body became manifest according to all 
its qualities." ((hace, vii. 5.) 

.. When Eve reached out for the tree and broke the tuit, 
she did it through the earthly limus and through the will 
of the soul, which desired knowledge from the centre of 
nature. In eating actually of the fruit, her body's essence, 

1 Man's constitution relombloB a garden, wherein all kinds of .sed., 
good and evil, are sown. Those which he cultivates or permits to glow 
will become predominant in him. 

Digitized by GQogle . 



186 \ THE DOCTRINES OF JACOB BOEHME. 

i.e., the human essence, took in the essence in the tree." 1 

(Mysterium, xx. 29.) 

Man hereby lost the life in eternity, and became sub
ject to death.2 

" We cannot say of man that in the beginning he was 
enclosed in time. In Paradise he was embraced in eter
nity. God created him in His image j but when he fell he 
became subject to the limitation of .time." (Grace, vii S I.) 

"Time has a beginning and an end, and as the will 
with its desire has surrendered itself to the temporal guide, 
the body dies and perishes therefore likewise," (Signa-
ture, v. 9.) . 

.. After the fall man with his interior body lived only 
in time; the precious gold of heavenly corporeity, which 
should tincture, penetrate and bless the extdrnal body, 
had lost its colour." S (Signature, v. 8.) 

Moreover, the powers of animal life have gained so much 
room in man, and become preponderating in him to such 

• an extent, that in his extel1lal'essence he has become an 
animal himself! 

1 If" Eve" had not plucked the fruit from the tree of knowledge for 
.. Adam," that is to say, if he had not desired it Ilierely in his imagina. 
tion, but plucked the fruit himself by entering therein wit" his own 
fiery will, the consequences would have been still more disastrous to him. 
The universal man (Adam) would then have become a devil, instead of 
a semi-animal human being. 

S This does not mean to say that the true divine and immortal man 
did lose his immortality; but man in his aspect as a human being became 
unconscious of his immortality, and is now seeking for external proof for 
the purpose qf becoming convinced that there may be something iminortal 
i~ him .. 

a The more of man identifies itself with the body and its lower prin
ciples, the more of him will die. That part of man which identifies 
itself with the immortal part within becomes immortal with tIle latter. 
Man should, therefl;'re, not identify himself in thought and will with the 

. . lower elements in his constitution, but employ the powers of the latter 
for the unfoldment of his spirituality . 
.I 4 As the whole of the animal kingdom exists in macrocosmic man, like~ 
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"Man was not, like the animals, created from evil and 
good (out of the merely terrestrial substance). If he had 
not eaten of evil and good there would not be in him the 
fire of the wrath; but now he has also an animal body." 
(Aurora, xviii. 109.). 

"Before the sin the celestial image penetrated wholly 
the external man, clothing him with divine power. The 
animal element was then not manifested in him; but 
when that image, formed of the celestial essence, paled 
and disappeared, then the poor 'soul, formed out of the 
first principle, found herself surroundecl. by the animal 
body, naked and bare." (M'!Jsterium, xxi. 15.) 
. "After Adam and Eve had eaten from the tree of self
knowledge of good and evil, they soon became ashamed, 
because in their ethereal form there had grown up such a 
gross anima), made of common flesh and hard bones and 
animal bowels. The animal being had swallowed up the 
celestial state, and arisen in them as a creature foreign to 
their true nature, such as they had not known heretofore." 
(M'!Jsterium, xxiii. I.) 

"Let no one imagine that man before the fall had 
animal organs of reproduction, neither did he have bowels 
such as he has now. Such uncleanliness does not exist 
within th~ Holy Trinity, nor within Paradise; it belongs 
to the earth. Origihally man was created an immortal 
being and holy, like the angels." (Three Priru:iples, 
x. 7.) . . " 

" By means of thefaH man, in regard to his external . 
body, became the animal of all animals; that is to say, he . 
b~ca.me the animal image, of God, wherein the word of • 
God-hecame manifested in an e~rthly manner. Thus he· 
b~ame a master and king of all animals; but ne~erthe-:· .' 

wise the representative forms or germs of all animals exist in the animal 
BOul of microcosmic man, and they grow and become ~ominant in him 
according to his predominant animal tend~ies or desires. They are the. -.. 
.. lementais which take p088e88ion of godless man and render him aubaer- ... 
vient to their will. . • ¥ . " 

• 
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less only an animal; endowed, however, with a higher 
intellect than the merely animal forms." (Grace, vii. 6.) 

The • senses of man also became df an earthly and 
animal nature, so that he is no longer able to perceive 
God and that which is divine. l 

"When man left the Paradise and entered into another 
generation, namely, into the spirit of this world, into the 
quality of the sun, the planets and elements, then his 
paradisiacal perception became extinct." (Three Prin
ciples, xiv. 2.) 

" After the fall man became degraded to an animal state 
of being, so that Heaven, Paradise, and divinity became 
a mystery to him." (Menschwerdung. i 2, 14.) 

"The serpent (of desire) said to Eve, 'You will not 
die; but your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God.' It is true that her earthly eyes became opened, 
but her celestial eyes became closed" 2 (Stiefel, i.44.) 

Man's will and mind were captured by the spirit of 
this world, and are now held by one or another element, 
as is shown by the power of the temperaments. 

"The soul entered with Adam into a strange habita
tion, namely, within the spirit of this world. There are 
actually four dwellings in which that precious jewel is 
imprisoned. Of these four there is always one especially 
manifest in a person, and not all four, according to the 
four elemen~which are within each man, and of which 
always one J'edominates in the life of a person. These 

1 If man were truly to realise his own divine state. there is no 
power that would retain him against his will in his semi-animal body. 
He would then be the god which in the course, of ages he aspires to 
become. 

S In the eame sense, the more we cling to merely external pursuits, tbe 
more are we liable to lose the power of the true recognition of internal 
truth, and for this reason we usually find the least amount of spirituality 
and intuition among those that are very learned. The more we close our 

. eyes and speculate, the lese shall we become capable to see. 

.. 
Digitized by Coogle 



GENERATION. 

four states, forms, or temperaments are called the choleric, 
the sanguine, phlegmatic, and melancholy temperament. 
In the choleric one is the nature and quality of the fire 
manif~sted, in the .sanguine that of t~e air, in the phleg
matic the nature -of water, and in the melancholic the 
quality of thi element of the earth." (FOUr OompZtr:iotis, 
i. 6.) -

Man's enjoyment and desire is now turned away from 
the divine, and directed towards that which is earthly 
and animal. 

"The angelic image in man became entirely destroyed 
both as to mind and senses, as we may plainly see at 
present, both thoughts and senses are shaped by an animal 
~.il1, and it is very difficult for them to arrive at a state 
in which they love God and justice." (Grace, vii. 36.)1 

".After the fall the creatures (elementals) obtained 
power in man and arose in him. There are persons who 
live-in the quality of a snake, and are full of cunning 
and poillonous malice; others live in the quality of a toad 
or a dog, a bear or a wolf; or one may have in him the 
quality of some good and tame animal. .All men are out
wardly formed in the human image, but within the quality 
is_seated an animal~" 2 (Grace, vii 3, 4.) 
< 

1 If thll aenses of man were educated. to love that which ia true and 
divine, then would the inner realm become opepd to their perception, and 
man would know "superaensual things." . 

I Every charaoter, when it is to be expressed, finds i~ expression in a 
certain form. All the animals in this world are incarnations of certain 
charaotera, and likewiae the qualities of animal inan are expressed in his 
animal soul (on the aatral plane) in corresponding animal forms. . The 
above assertion of Jacob Boehme is, therefore, not a mere figure of 
speech; but the animal soul of every human being resembles a menagerie 
c()mposed of different animals, which may be selin, by those that are 
gifted with the astral perception, and according to the quality of the will 
(If man, whereon these animals live, some become sick and die, while 
othera are born and grow. The conditions of these animal elementals in 
the constitution of man are some of those causes of his bodily ills of 
~hich modem medicsl science is entirely ignorant. 
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Man's present animal method of reproducing himself 
, originated in his fall, as is proved by Eve having been 

projected from Adam at a later period of time, and also 
by the inherited sense of shame in regard to the organs 
of generation. 

"If God had created man for this earthly, corruptible, 
poverty-stricken, sickly, aud animal life, He would not 
have put him into Paradise. If He had originally in

't- tended that mankind should procreate themselves like 
the brutes, He would have made them into men and 
women already at the start." (Mysterium, xviii S.) 

1 "T~e .. poor degraded sOl11 js ashamed. of tQ.e_'p'~sse~lQn 
: of animal organs of generation, and of the way in 
: which impregnation takes place: Does not everyone feel 

-t this? If .w.e had been· created ~eastlike in Adaf:l!, ;Why 
; should we be ashamed of our beastliness? Why is it 

that the ·soul is ashamed of the monstrosity of her oull ward. body, and of its animal method of procreatio.n I" 
(Tille. i. 608.) 

If there had occurred no sin, man, being the living 
image of God, and therefore possessing the power to 
create, could have produced his equals out of his own 
self without the existence of severed sexes. 

"The sum of all mankind constitutes the one original 
Adam. God created him alone, and left it to him to pro
duce other beings. He should have surrendered his self
will entirely to God, and with G.od generated other men 
out of himself, and in conformity with himself." (My8-
terium, lxxi. 3 I.) 

.. Adam was a complete image of God, male and female, 
and nevertheless neither of them separately, but pure like 
a chaste virgin. He had in himself the desire (power) 
of the fire and the light, the mother of love and wrath, 
and the fire in him loved the light, receiving from it 
calmness and beneficence; while the light in him loved 
the fire as being its life, in the same sense as God, in His 
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quality as Father, loves the Son and. the Son loves the i 1,<-

Father." (Stiefel, ii. 3 5 I.) \ 
"Adam was man and wife in one individuality. How

ever, he must not be considered as having been a woman 
in theus.ua~ sense ~f_.~hi~ _ 'Yord, but as a _ p'E'~~.h~~£.~ 
virginal power. That is to say, he had within himself 
the tincture or spirit o_f ~E.e, and a!so tha~ ~~.~at~, and he 
10iEi,nlimself and Tfod. !Ie. could generate in a "irginal 
s~~~, and procreate by means of his will and out of his 
own snbstance, withont any pain or laceraUQn ... " (Three-
joid Life, ii. 24.) -

"If man had withstood the temptation one human 
being would have been born from another, in the same 
way as Adam in his virginal state was. p_roj~c_t~d into 
o~~_t!~ityas-a-)llimanbeing and image of Go~! because 
that which is of the Eternal can also procreate (multiply) 
itself according to the law of eternity." (Threefold Life, 
xviii. 7.) 

These descendants of man would have issued one from 
the other, and one would have surpassed the other in his 
qualities and dignity before God.1 

"It is unnecessary to know whether, if man had re
mained in his original state, all (future) individuals would 
have been the products of one individual, or whether they 
would have been produced one from another; but in 
seeking within the depth, in the centre, Und that one' 
would have come from the other. In the course of time 
they-would- have dtfferealn-th;ir qualities; some would 
have grown to be superior to others, as is the case at pre
sent where not all men are equals, but some have more 
genins and intelligence than others." (Mensehwerdung, 
i. 5, 4·) 

But now, after the generative powers, which were for-

1 This is the way in which the .. personalities" mentioned in the Book 
Genesis were" begotten." 
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merly united in man, appear in a state of separation in 
males and females, each sex seeks within the other the 
child that is to be generated, and strongly desires to unite 
with the other.1 

" In the beginning of creation all was born from o~e 
being, and" a separation of sex took place later on. There
fore each sex strongly desires the other, as is seen in the 
process of procreation." (Three Principles, viii. 40.) " 

"There is now a strong sexual desire in all creatures. 
The male spirit seeks for the beloved child in the female, 
and the female seeks for it in the male." (Three Prin
ciples, viii. 44.) 

"The water-mother strongly desires for the fire-mother, 
and seeks for the child of love. Likewise the fire-mother 
seeks for it in the water-mother, and therefore both sexes 
have a strong desire to mingle with each other." (Three 
Principles, viii. 42.) 

This desire, wherein the two sexes are burning in re
gard to each other, is an abomination before God; but 
if it is governed by faithfulness and orderly conjugal love, 
it is patiently tolerated by the Lord.s 

.. Conjugal sexual cohabitation is not sinful, because it 
is in accordance with man's human nature. It is incited 
by the power of nature, and tolerated in divine patience 
by the spiritual soul." (Stiefel, ii. 409.) 

.. Lust, however, without being ennobled by faithful 
conjugal love, is merely an animal and sinful desire; and 
if you seek in marriage only the gratification of sexual 
lust, you are then not superior to an animal." (Three 
Principles, xx. 64.) 

1 Since the "woman ""has issued from man, his manner of reproduc
tion has necessarily become an extemal and animal one, and will continue 
to be so until the true divine marriage has taken place, by which the will 
of man becomes again one with the godde8B of wisdom. 
" II Each sex seeks within the other that of which it is itself deficient, 
and therefore, seen from the spiritual point of view, all sexual "love" may 
be regarded as a manifestation of selfishness. 
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" Beware, 0 man, as to how you use the sexual ~>uimn.l 
desire! It is an abomination before the Lord (the divine 
Being in man), whether it be within or outside of legalis.Ad 
wedlock; but true lawful love and faithfulness hides the. 
desire before the sight of God." (TMee Principles, xx. 6 S.) 

"If a couple generate children, their imagination or 
desire (during the sexual act) is not holy, but the noble 
part of the soul is ashamed of it. There are even animals 
that are ashamed of that act. Even in its best aspect 
the performance is disgusting before the sanctity of that 
which is divine, it having been caused by sin in conse
quence of primordial man's degradation, but being patiently 
submitted to by that which is divine in man, because it is 
a necessity of his present animal state." 1 (Stiefel, ii. 396.) 

It is an error to suppose that one person is a descen
dant from others merely as far as his corporeal form is 
concerned. The human soul is likewise generated in 
that manner. If the heart were absent even the body 
could not come into existence.2 

"The soul is not every time created anew and breathed 
il!to the body, but she is reproduced according to human 
natural law. like a branch growing out of the trunk of 
a tree, or as a kernel or seed that is sown. Thus the 
soUl. -is sown that it ma)" grow to be a spirit and body." 8 

(Forty Questions, x. 4-) . 

1 "Sin" is that which OOIlstitutes a diaobedieDoe aga.inst the will of 
God, which is also the law of Dature. He who resists the law of nature 
withOllt being able to rise above his own animal II&ture commits a crime 
a,,"&inst nature, and therefore against God. But if we rise above our 
animal pbme into the higher regiOllll of feeliDg and thought, then sha.1l 
we be DO IDDgtll' afiected by the laws that govern tha.t animalll&ture, and 
DO resistanDe will be needed, as the desires of the flesh do Dot affect the 
spirit that is Dot identified with the flesh. 

!I Here Jacob Boehme erideDily refen to the b1UllMl aoul, the Manu, ' 
and Dot to the JJvdd.hi, or spiritual soul, which overshadows each DeW m. 
&:mDati0ll. 

a The spiritual SDul in DllID bas its origin in God, aDd its individual 
qua1iiieB Iml gathered from the eiBoreIIOIIDoe of its esperieDoes in previoua 
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1s of men, all taken together, are as only 
or they have all been generated out of one 

" Th soul is a cause of the existence of aU the mem
bers vecessary for the life of man, for without the soul 

'gan would come into existence to live in the life of 
(Three Principles. xi v. I 4.) 

"The heart is the true origin of the soul, and in the 
interior blood of the heart (the will) is the soul, the fire, 
while in the tincture the soul is its spirit (its light); 
the spirit floats above the heart, and communicates 
itself to the body and to all of its organs." (Forty Ques
tions, xi. 3.) 

In so far as by the connubial act a soul is generated, 
there is in it even something. of a paradisiacal nature.1 

"While Adam remained in the love of God, and the 
woman (the female principle) in him was a chaste virgin, 
the tincture of the fire (in him) could have. experienced 
much joy in the embrace of the tincture of the light con
tained (in him); but the present external body is not 
worthy of enjoying such an intercourse with the kingdom 
of delight, wherein the life of the soul is sown. Only the 
inner essences, which originate (directly) from the Eternal, 
are capable of participating in such happiness; external 
animal man merely gratifies an animal desire, and knows 
nothing of the delight of the (spiritual) essences. If, 
however, the (external and internal) tinctures intermingle, 
then there is therein something (a sensation) belonging 

incarnations; but tbe buman and animal soul are tbe products of tbe 
mental and astral influences acting through the bodies of, tbe parents; 
while the visible material form is made of the elements of tbe eartb. 

1 The highest sensual pleasure which human beings can possibly enjoy 
is experienced by them during the connubial act; but as this act con
stitutes the exercise of the higbest power which is still witbin man's 
dominion, namely, tbe power to create a being like unto himself, there
fore this pewer should not be prostituted for baser motives, Buch as the 
gratification of Bensual desire. 
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to Paradise; but the earthly essence (lust) soon becomes 
mixed therewith." (Mensckwerdung, i. 7, 6.) . 

"The desire for conjunction in men and women results 
from the separation of the fire and light-tincture in Adam. 
These principles in their own essence are still much more 
noble and pure than the flesh. It is true that they are . 
now separated, and do not· contain the true life j but they .. 
are full of desire for that true life, and when they again 
meet with each other in the unity of all being, they then 
awaken the true life to which their de*e is directed. 
They want to be again that which they were in the 
image of God when Adam ,was man and woman." 1 

(Stiefel, ii. 388.) - , 
"When the two tinctures are brought together into 

one, ~hJ~!l :~he quality of. the eternal kingdom of joy, the 
hTghest deslre'-and its fulfilment, becomes manifested. If 
this could be done in purity, and without the admixture 
of that which causes disgust, then would it all be holy; 
but even the 8ulpku'r (the terrestrial element) of the seed 
is a cause of disgust in the sight of true holiness." (Stiefel, 
ii 402.) 

During the connubial act a divine interaction takes 
place; but there are also influences coming from the 
terrestrial and the satanic worlds. More epecially is 
the nature of the child dependent on the qualiby of its 
parents. 2 . 

1 In the male is represented especially the fiery essence (the will or 
obstihacy), in the female the essence of light (spirituality or gentleness). 
The sexual distinctions, however, do not belong to the· external body 
exclusively, but to the inner man, of whom the outer man is not always 
a correct image, because there are other factors besides the true soul 
entering in his formation. Therefore it sometimes happens that the se)t 
of the external body does not seem to correspond to that of the inner 
man. We meet with male persons apparently inhabited by a female 
soul with female tastes and tendencies, and "ice \'Br,tS; and in such 
persons there are sometimes manifest apparently inexplicable sexual 
perversities. 
. I It should always be remembered that man's constitution is not the 

• 
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" The will called into action during the connubial act 
. is threefold. Firstly, there arises between the parents 
I of the child the animal desire to commingle, and during 
i ,the commingling the centre of love becomes opened, 
i even if they were otherwise dissatisfied with each other. 
I That love then participates in the qualities of the one 
I element, and this element with paradise; but the paradise l is before God." (Three Principles, xv. 30 .) 

, "On the other hand, the external seed has also its own 
~ssences, and they participate in the qualities of the ex-
ternal elements. These external elements participate in 
the qualities of the external planets, and they are con
nected with external wrath and malice; while. the latter 
are connected with the abyss of hell, and that abyss 
belongs to the devils." (Three Principles, xv. 31.) 

"If a branch grows out of a tree, its form approximates 
that of the tree. Thus, if a mother produces a child, the 
child is formed in her own image." (Forty Questions, 
v. I.) 

cc An eyil tree cannot produce good fruits. If both 
parents are bad and in the power of the devil, a soul in
clmed to evil will be sown. it would be wen for parents 
to--iemember this fact. YOl!-are saving up money for 
your. children, but if you would furiiish them with. a ~~9 
sou1. that would be more useful to them." 1 (Forty Ques-
i~Ons, x.- i,-g.) . 

result of the action of only one principle, but of three, manifesting them
selves in the seven qualities of eternal nature, in seven different forms, 
and that, therefore, his external body is not the expression of only one 
principle, but of th ree. His spirit is from the innermost fountain, his 
BOnl from the internal world, his body from external natnre. 

1 The absence of words in modern languages for expressing internal 
facts in a comprehensible manner leads to a continual confusion of terms. 
Thus the term" soul" refers here not to the divine soul that originates 
directly from God, nor to that part of man which becomes reinca~ated 
(the Kara/M. Sarira), hut to the" inner man" (the Manaa and lower 
lsencippri). Unless this distinction of, the various aspects of man is kept 
in mind, we are always exposed to mistaking the leaves of the tree of life for 
the branches, and the branches for the trunk, and the trunk for the roots. 
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"To the extent in which the parents have the essen-l 
tiality of God connected with their own souls will the -J
seed not be introduced into the Turba j for Christ says, 
'A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit:" (Forty 
Questions, x. S.) 

Each soul, however, is an individual being, and there
fore a child born from bad parents can again turn to God, 
or the reverse of this may take place.1 

"Although the soul is a branch from the tree, she \ 
is, nevertheless, an individual being. Therefore a child, \ 
after being born, has a life of its own, and the centre of 
nature is within its own power." (Forty Questions, vi 2.) 

"Even if a child has good parents, it may afterwards 
enter into the Turba. Likewise a child born of eYil 
parents may become converted by means of its imagina-
tion;-and e-nter into the Word of the Lord. This rarely "-
takes place, but it is nevertheless possible. God throws 
no soul away, unless the soul throws herself away. Each_/ 
soul judges herself." 2 (Forty Questions, x. 6-8.) i 

1 Each IOul constitutes an individual, but for all that not an independent, 
part of the tree of life. The trunk (Christ) remains, but the leaves (the 
personalities of men and women) drop off. The branches (the individual 
human spirits) grow from year to year, and by the power of the sap 
which the branches receive through the trunk they produce new leaves 
(personalities) every spring. Thus it is not the Christ, i.e., the divine, 
man, who becomes reincarnated; neither do the same identical leaves 
reappear upon the same tree, but the spirit of man (his higher Maf\IU) 
through the power of Christ (the Atma-Buddhi) produces new personalities 
in whom is expressed the power which the spirit receives from God. 

S Each soul is receptive of good and evil influences, but especially to 
such as are predominant in her own nature. Whether or not a soul will 
inherit the desire or power to overcome the evil in her own constitutiou, 
or whether she will be more inclined to evil, will depend on the Karma 
acquired by her in previous incaruations. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE CHRIST • 

.. The inner element which holds the whole body of this. world has beQPme 
the etemal body of Christ; for the whole of Divinity in the word and 
heart of God has entered therein in eternity; and the same Divinity 
has become a created being; but such a creature, as can be every
where, like Divinity itself." (Prine. xxiii. 20.) 

" WITHOUT special divine aid, humanity would have gone 
to eternal perdition on account of the sin." 1 (Hamberger.) 

(

"Adam would have been lost eternally if the heart of 
! God with the word of p~omi_s.e had not entered his soul. 

T awakening the spiritual hope which maintained him." 
(Forty Questions, viii. 5.)· -

{ "If the divine principle of love were not still pervad
! ing all nature in this terrestrial world, and if we poor 
: created beings had not with us the warrior in the battle, 

J This does not mean to say that any extracosmici God worried or 
II studied" about finding a method by which he might II&ve mankind; 
but the II Heart .. of God moved, because its own love caused it to move. 

II God is threefold in His personal aspect, and willed to move three 
times, according to each of these aspects, but not in eternity. At first 
there moved the centre of nature in the Father, for the purpose of creating 

• the angels, and through them the world. The second time the qnality of 
the Son moved, whereby the Heart of God became Man, and this will 
never take place again in eternity; but whenever it now takes place, it 
will occur merely through this only (universal) Man (Divinity in Humanity), 
who is God, manifesting Himself through and in many. For the third 
time, and at the end of the world, God will move in the name (quality) 
of the Holy Spirit, when the world will return into the Ether (.dkaBa), 
and then its dead will be resurrected." (TMeelold Lile, vii. 22.) 

This may perhaps be expressed in other words by saying: At the first 
impulse the latent will became active, at the second move the latent 
wisdom or light, and at the third move or impulse the third principle will 
enter from the latent state into activity. 
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we would all be sure to perish in the horror of hell." 1 

(Aurora, xiv. 104.) 
God, on account of His infinite mercy, desired to aid 

mankind.! 
.. God desires that all mankind shall be saved. HeJ 

does not -desire the death of the sinner, but· that he 
become changed, and turning again to God, find life in 
Him." (Three Principles, Preface, i. 6.) 

"(Superficial) reasoning represents God as an un
merciful being, and teaches that He has thrown His 
wrath upon man, and cursed him to death, because He 
found disobedience in him. But you should not believe 

-I 

this. God is love and .gOOdneSs, and in Him there is no 1 ' 
angry thought. Man would be all right if he had not -t-
p-unished himself." (Three-Principles, x. 24.) 

There was no other way to save mankind, except that f 

the Son or the Light of God should enter into them.3 

.. When the soul went out of the light of God and I 
entered into the spirit of this world, then began the tor-

1 Whether such an event took place some 1900 years ago or at any 
other date may be left to the historian to find out. At all events, the 
Bible account is a description of the redemption of the world from 
spiritual ignorance by the entering of a ray of the light of God, and 
likewise of the spiritual regeneration of man. The external .. Christian .. 
Church, with its ritualism, is based upon a belief in a person of Jewish 
history, who died and left his powers in the hands of the clergy. The 
religion of the living Christ is based upon the recognition of an eternal 
process going on in the macrocosm of nature and in the microcosm of 
man. To the externally-reasoning "liberal" Christian, Jesus of Nazareth, 
whether He ever existed or not, represents the type of an ideal man, 80 

ttlacher who, by example and words, taught men virtue. To the internal 
perception of the seer He is the type of the personification of the divine 
Log08 in man, 

t The expression "God" is here not to be taken as the primordial 
absolute Will, but as God in His aspect as the Father. 

8 God never went outside of universal man, neither did His light be
come extinguished in him. In its macroc08mic aspect the" re.entering .. of 
that light may be compared to a ray of light in the centre of a body pene
trating to the periphery. In its microcosmic aspect ·it is comparable to the 
life-giving power of the sun, awakening the life in an.individual organism. 
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ment of the first principle. She saw and felt herself no 
longer in the kingdom of God, until the heart of God came 
and appeared between her and that kingdom, so that 
she could enter therein and become regenerated." (Three 
Principles, ix. 6.) 

"There was no other salvation for the divine image in 
man unless divinity had moved according to the second 
principle, i.e., according to the light of eternal life, and by 
the power of love rekindled the substantiality (of ~he soul) 
that was imprisoned in death." (Mensckwerdung, i. I 1,22.) 

" The soul has separated her will from the will of the 
Father and entered into the lust of this life. There could 
have been no other way of redemption, except that the pure 
will of the Father should again enter into her substance and 
bring her again into the state which she formerly occupied, 
so that her will would be directed again into the hearp 
and light of God." (Three Principles, xxii. 67.) 

" If the soul was to be aided, the heart of God w~~h 
its light, and not the Father Himself, had to enter her, 
for in the Father she was anyhow; but she was turned 
away from the entrance to the generation of the heart 
(the beginning of the divine self-consciousness) of God, 
and her desires were directed towards this external 
world." 1 (Three Principles, xxii. 68.) 

The preparations for that redemption were already 
made before the creation of this world, as the name of 
Jesus was embodied in man.2 

1 The true Chri~t is, therefore, neither an .. Adept" nor a "Ma.hatma," 
nor a Reformer, a mortal person, nor anything whatsoever that differs 
from God. but he is Divinity itself manifesting itself in Humanity, 
aud thereby saving mankind as a whole, and each individual person sepa
rately considered, from ignorance and suffering, to the extent as mankind or 
such an individual person receives Him (the light) in him or her. The 
redemption from spiritual darkneSs depends on the presence of the redeem
ing power of the spiritual light within the darknesa itself • 
. I As the future regenerated Man, the second Adaui was contained 

hidden within the :Iirst Adam; likewise the name of Jel'/U was hidden in 
tile name of Jehovah, the latter being Himself Universal Man. 
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" The name of Jesus embodied itself into the tincture 
of the soul in Paradise when Adam fell, and even before 
,Adam was created; as Peter mentions in his first letter 

) (i. 20), where he says that we have been provided for in 
Christ, even before the foundation of the world was laid." 
(Mensckwerdung, i. 8. I.) 

"The name Jesus was incorporated into the image of 
eternity as a future Christ, that it may become a re
deemer of men, and out of the dying in the wrath 
regenerate them again into the pure being of divine and 
paradisiacal power." (Stiefel, ii. 74.) 

" The word which God spoke in regard to the power 
that was to bruise the head of the serpent, was a spark 
of love from the divine heart of God, and therein has 
the Father from eternity seen and elected humanity. 
In this spark of divine love-light the whole world was 
to live, and Adam was already therein while his creation 
took place, as is also expressed by Paul (Eph. i I 3), 
where he says that man was elected in Christ before the 
foundation of the world w'as made." 1 (Three Principles, 
xvi. 107.) 

As long as Adam had not ceased to resemble God, .. 
the Redeemer within him did not render Himself per
ceptible. This, however, took place immediately after 
the fall.1I 

"From all eternity stood the name Jesus in immov
able love !n_ man as the image of God. But when the 

1 Christ (Atma.Buddh&) being Divinity in Humanity, there can be no 
other Redeemer than He, because man cannot be saved from mortality 
in any other way than by becoming immortal; nor can he become 
immortal unless he does become divine. (" That which is unclean cannot 
enter the kingdom of cleanline88.") The reason why the divine LoyOl, 
in its aspect as the" Christ" or Redeemer, is not spoken of. as an "it," but I 
as " He," is evidently because the Word, by becoming human in man, 
naturally aBBumed 'the qualities of man. 

I There was no occasion for the voice of conscience to speak in .. Adam .. 
as long as he had not acted against the Law. 
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snul lost the light, then the Word spoke the name of 
Jesus into what was movable; into the faded ens of the 
heavenly world's substance." 1 (Grace, vii. 34.) 

"Before the fall Adam recQived the divine light out 
of Jehovah; that is to say, out of the one only God, 
wherein was hidden the name of Jesus. But during the 
time of suffering when .the soul fell, God manifested the 
treasure of His glory and holiness, and by means of the 
living voice of the Word He incorporated Himself with 
the divine fire of love into the eternal image, representing 
the banner of the soul, which she was to follow as a 
guide. But if she was not able to penetrate therein, 
being as one dead relatively to God, nevertheless the 
divine breath penetrated into her, and warned her to 
stop her evil activity, so that its voice might again 
begin to become active within the souL" (Grace, 
vii. 32.) 

" As .Adam manifested in himself the centre of wrath, 
God instituted opposition to evil, and manifested in 
him the E.0wer that bruises the he"of the serpent, which 
heretofore,-;;:t the time when sin had not yet appeared, 
had been hidden (latent) in the power of God, and in 
Jesus as the ~ove· of God, in divine unity." II (Stiefel, 
ii. 161.) 

The power of the future Redeemer became first of all 
active in Eve.s 

"The in-speaking of the devil, wherefrom evil will 
originated, took place in Adam while he was still man 
and woman, and yet neither the one nor the other, but 
an image of God. From Adam it penetrated into Eve, 

1 From all eternity there was in man latent the power of becoming 
di vine; but that power did not act as long as there was no cause to incite 
it to do 80. This cause was created by the second moving of the funda. 
mental will (of God). 

2 "Jesus" means" Wisdom." Divine wisdom is love. 
. 3 Woman, being on the whole more refined, more submissive and intui. 
tional than man, is also more receptive for the germ of troe spirituality. 
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who began to sin. Then occurred the in-speaking of 
God, and this took place at first in Eve as the mother of 
all mankind, and opposed itself through her to the con
sciousness of sin that had begun to be manifested in 
Adam," (Grace, vii 47.) 

" Not in the tincture of man, which represents the 
fiery essence, did the word of promise desire to become 
incorporated, but in the tincture of the light, in the 
virginal . centre, which was to generate magically in 
Adam, in the celestial substance of the holy generatrix, 
because in that tincture of light the fiery soul-essence 
was weaker than in the fiery nature of man." (Myste
rium, xxiii. 43.) 

"Not through Adam's fire-tincture was this event 
to take place, but in and through Adam's light-tincture, 
wherein the love was burning that had become separated 
from him to constitute woman, the mother of all man-' 
kind. It was she in whom the voice of God promised 
again to introduce the living, holy substance from heaven, 
and to generate anew and in divine power the faded 
image of God that was contained therein." 1 (Grace, 
vii. 18.) 

This, however, did not take place in ber terrestrial 
body, but in her celestial essence, which on account of 
the sin had weakened. 

"When God said, 'I will put enmity, and the seed of 
the woman shall bruise the head of the serpent: then the 
holy voice went from Jehovah into the weakened celestial 
substance of the woman for the purpose of introducing 
therein a new living and celestial state, and to conquer 
the kindled wrath of God by means of the most 'exalted 
divine love, whereby the monstrosity and its desire should 

1 Whether a person is of the male or the female ge~der, it is always in 
his or her female elements (in the intuitive faculties, and not in the fiery 
will), that the divine and redeeming power of the love.light becomes 
first manifest. 
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be entirely killed and exterminated." (Mysterium, xxiii. 
29, 37·) 

.. The voice of God, speaking to Eve, entered into the 
seed of the woman; but the true woman was the eternal 
virgin, and this virgin became revealed by the power of 
the voice speaking into her in the name of Jesus, which 
(name) had evolved from Jehovah, and promised that in 
the fulness of time the holy, celestial love-essence would 
again be introduced into the weakened image." 1 (Grace, 
vii. 33.) 

From Eve, out of whom the Saviour as an incarnation 
. was to issue in the fulness of time, the blissful power 
radiated and expanded over the' wliole of humanity.2 

.. God spoke into the image of Adam; that had become 
weakened relatively to its divine life, His holy word, 
'The seed of the woman shall bruise the head of the 
serpent.' By the action of this voice the destitute soul 
regained a divine life, and this very voice (inner con-' 

.... sciousness) was perpetuated from man to man as the 
covenant of mercy." (Grace, vii. 16.) 
. "Christ was perpetuated in all men as a glowing spark 

of divine light, according to the quality of the true image, 
and as a potentiality (or seed of immortal being), but, as 
a matter of course, not in the external flesh of the terres
trial ;world, but within the second principle." (Stie/el, ii. 
31~.) 

.. The word that had been incorporated in the seed of 
Eve became perpetuated from man to man in his celestial 
part as a sound (conscience) or spark of the divi~_eand 

1 The "seed of woman" is the universal female principle, the celestial 
image which finds its reflection and representation in terrestrial woman, 
upon the earth. For this reason woman is more beautiful than man. 
Beauty in a male results from the presence of the female principle of 
beauty in him, combined with his strength. Strength (rigidity) without 
mildneas (harmony) cannot be beautiful. 

I II Eve" means the celestial woman, the vehicle of the divine spirit, 
wherein the divine will moves, in a terrestrial aspect. 
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holy fiery light, until the time when Mary was awakened, 
when the time for the fulfilment of the covenant had 
arrived and the doors of the closed chamber were opened." 1 

(Mysterium, xxiii 3 I.) 

This event could not take place earlier on account of 
the great depth of human corruption, but in the minds 
of those that were willing to submit to divine mercy 
this power resisted Satan, and even awakened prophets 
among them.2 

"Christ remained in Adam and Eve as a divine mys
tery, and did not take human substance in them. He re
"mained motionless nntil the time (for His manifestation) 
arrived; only then He moved within the seed of the 
woman." (Stie/el, 448.) 

"The seed of the woman received its anointment by" 
means of the motion of the name of Jesus only in Mary, 
but not in Adam, Abel, Enoch, Noah, Isaac, Jacob, and 
David. The ancient prophets did not know Christ in 
their seed, and that He had moved within their carnal 
seed, but only within their spirit and soul, within their 

1 Jesus of Nazareth represents the incarnation, personification, and 
fruition of t~ divine LogoB in man. Likewise Mary represents the per
sonification of the celestial virgin-mother, the universal celestial kingdom 
which furnishes the conditions necessary for the unfoldment of divinity 
in humanity. 

I It is obvious that, as Universal Man became more and more differ
entiated in His external forms as individual powers or hnman beings; 'the 
original power contained in Him must also have remained in all His 
IIUcceB80rs; but as there may be millions of seeds of a plant while only 
one of them finds the conditions nece88ary to grow into perfection, like
wise the AtmG was in all human beings, but not active in their material 
nature, while in Mary it is represented 8S having begun to stir and to 
become incorporated in visible form, manifesting itself outwardly and 
externally as an incarnation of divine power. If we apply the rules 
laid down in the Secret Doctrine, the appearance of the Christ-ie., the 
incarnation of the divine Word, or the awakening of the Divinity in 
Humanity-would have had to take place during the middle of the 
fourth race in the fourth .. ronnd." 
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desire for faith (spiritual knowledge)." 1 (Stiefel, ii. 
453·) 

.. The (astral) soul of Adam and Eve and of all human 
beings was still too rough, unmanageable, and impregnated 
by the first principle. Therefore the Word and the bruiser 
of the head of the serpent did not enter into form within 
their 'souls; but it stood within the mind to oppose the 
devils and the kingdom of hell wi~h those that were 
willing to surrender themselves to it." (Three Principles, 
xviii. 26.) 

"The saints of God being prophets, and prophesying 
in the spirit of Jesus, all spoke aiming at the cove
nant, i.e., out of the promised Word, which was again 
to move within the flesh; that is to say, that the Word 
was contained within the weakened interior image, . and 
unfolded itself, and indicated to the external man what 
was to happen to him in the future, when it would mani
fest itself, and destroy therein death and the loathsome
ness resulting from the battle taking place within the 
forms of life." 2 (Stiefel, 385.) 

As our progenitors (in their terrestrial aspect) were 

1 II Adam" is the trunk of the tree representing humanity. He is the 
primordial man. or the collectivity of the first II anthropoid heings" (BpiritB; 
-not apes), which were of an ethereal kind . 

.. Abel .. and " Cain" are the two branches of that tree. 
ce Oain" represents the external, sensual realm; "Abel tt the super

Il&tural-i.e., transcendental kingdom. 
II Enoch" means the outbreathing of life and reconceiving of it within 

itself, such as constitutes contemplativeneBB. 
II Noah," the end in the beginning; the" Word" that enters from the 

end into the beginning. 
II Isaac" is the prototype of the kingdom of grace. 
" Jacob," the uprising and consolidation of the spiritual will coming from 

tM"fiery will 
" Da'llid.tt the power of grace arising from the submission of one's per

sonal will to one's divine will. (Compare Mylterium Magn'lJlm.) 
2 The" Ohrilt," the light, existed thereiJl essentially, but not substan

tially. It was a state of feeling, but not of understanding. It may he 
compared to the heat in a body, which renders the body hot; but not 
luminous, until the ignition takes place. 
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governed by external reasoning, Eve believed that in 
giving birth to Cain the bruiser of the head of the ser
pent had already come into the world. 1 

"Hear and see what was Adam and Eve's desire before 
and after the fall. They desired the terrestrial kingdom, 
and Eve's mind was directed to terrestrial things. When 
she gave birth to Cain she said, 'I have the Man, the Lord.' 
She thought that he was the one whose heel was to bruise 
the head of the serpent, and that he was to drive the 
devil away. She did not think that it was for her to die 
to her own false, earthly, and fleshly will, and to be reborn 
in a divine will. Such a (selfish) will she carried within 
her seed, and Adam likewise, and from that resulted the 
will in the' soul-essence.1! The tree produced a branch 
of its own nature, for Cain's thoughts were bent upon 
becoming a lord of this earth .. As Cain saw that Abel 
was higher in the love of God than he, his free animal 
will arose for the purpose of killing Abel, for he cared 
only for the possession of the external world, and to be 
lord therein, while Abel was seeking only for the love of 
God." (M'!Jsterium, xxvi. 23.) 

As an antithesis to Cain, there was born to Adam 
another son, namely, Abel, who was not so much an image 
of his earthly as rather of his celestial essentiality, that 
had been restored to a certain extent by divine mercy.s 

" After the fall Jehovah spoke the na!Ile of Jesus in 
Adam into an actual life ; that is to say, he manifested it 
in the celestial being that had been weakeued on account. 
of the sin. In conseqttence of this in-speaking, there was 
awakened out of the spiritual death or state of dying, into 

1 "Ew," the soul of the world, had not yet become spiritually enlight. 
ened enough to produce a divine being. 

S .. Eve imagined that in Cain she had produced Jehova.k, the future 
King of the external world; and likewise the apostles supposed that Christ 
was going to establish an external kingdom." (7'k,," Principlu, xx.. 50.) 

8 It should·be remembered that these allegorical names do not refer to 
individual men, but to states of the universal mind. 
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which Adam had sunk, a divine desire once more, and 
this awakened desire was the beginning of faith. This 
very desire separated itself from the quality of the false 
desire, and formed an image, and thus Abel came into. 
existence; but Cain was the product of Adam's soul
quality, according to his earthly lust." (Grace, ix. 101.) 

Thus Abel on the whole, and especially on account of 
his forcible death which he suffered, represented an anti
type of the Redeemer. 

"Relatively to his external human state, Abel was 
also sinful; but in his interior the angelic world 
and image of Paradise began to bud. Then the in
terior man put his heel upon the monster-serpent of false 
desire, and on the other hand the monster-serpent stung 
the heel of his angelic will.'~ (Mysterium, xxviii. 2.) 

"The killing of Abel's external body by Cain symbol
ises that the external man must be mortified in the 
wrath of God. The wrath must kill and consume the 
external image that has grown in the wrath, but from 
its death springs forth the eternal life." (Mysterium, 
xxviii. I 4. ) 

"Abel, representing an antitype of Christ, who was 
to suffer death for humanity, had to pass through death 
without having produced fruits or branches; for the 
fruit which Christ was to generate was the .t.ree.... of ' 
humanity, that was -to be reborn in the spirit, but not 
new branches of the old one •. Thus Abel, as the anti
type of Christ, was to produce no new branch from his 
loins." (Mysterium, xxix. 22.) 

In the place of Abel, Adam was to produce a third 
son, namely, Seth, in whom was to be perpetuated the 
line of generation from which the Saviour was to be born 
in the flesh.l 

1 .. &t1" is a ray of love-1igh' escaping from the fiery wilL (My,unum 
Magnum, ms:. 24) 
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.. Adam, by means of his Eve, was to produce still 
'another branch from the tree of life, a son, who would be 
in his image similar to Adam and like himself, namely, 
Seth; (a race) wherein a ray of the love-will is perceived 
within the fiery will; being, however, still imprisoned 
by the essence of the external world, the corrupted house 
of (matter which afterwards became) flesh." (Mysterium, 
xxix. 24.) 

"In Seth the line of the covenant was perpetuated, 
wherein Christ was to manifest Himself relatively to 
the ,tree of humanity." . (Mysterium, xxix. 26.) 

To Cain also was shown the mercy of the Lord, who 
protected him against his hellish enemies, so that he 
mightrepent.1 

" Cain was afraid that the spirits (elementals) that had 
influenced him to commit murder would kill him. To 
prevent this God decreed that whoever should take away 
Cain's life should be punished eternally through the 
seven qualities of the world of darkness." (Mysterium, 
xxix. 55, 58.) 

.. By the command, 'Upon him who kills Cain ven
geance shall be sevenfold,' the terrible avenger, the abyss 
of hell, was driven away frd\n Cain, so that he did not 
fall a victim to despair. Cain had departed from God, 
but nevertheless the kingdom of heaven was before him, 
so as to enable him to turn and enter into repentance. 
God did not want to reject Cain, but merely his wicked 
murder and his false belief." (Three Principles, xx. I.) 

Cain and his descendants, however, preferred to give 
themselves up to mundane desires and occupations, 
while the generation of Seth entered into divine con
templation. 

1 If "Cam" -i.e., the external" church,"-had been annihilated, there 
could have been no further progress therein. The destruction of the 
intellect would make an end to all prospects of its becoming spiritual. 

o 
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"Cain was' made of :Besh and blood, and understood 
not these words about eternal death; but being assured 
that no one would kill him, he became again glad. and 
began to tum to terrestrial arts; not only to agricultural 
pursuits, but a,lso to working the metals." (Three Prin
ciples, xxi. S.) 

.. From the descendants of Cain resulted the arts as a 
wonder of divine wisdom acting in and through nature, 
but in Seth the Word entered into spiritual contempla
tion." (M'!I8terium, xxx. 2.) 

In the descendants of N oah-Sem, Ham, and J aphet 
-are represented the mental tendencies of the three 
pl'incipal races of mankind before the flood. l 

"A.fter the first terrestrial world of human quality 
had been drowned in the flood, its form became recon
stituted again in Noah and his three sons." (Mysterium, 
xxiv. 30.) 

.. Sem represents the world of light; Japhet the world 
of fire, wherein. however, the light is' visible. Japhet 
also ) epresents an image of the Father, and Sem that of 
the ~on; but Ham js an image of the external world." 2 

(My.sterium, xxxi. 10,) 

From these fundamental directions result the different 

1 "&m," the outbreathing of divine power. 
"Ham," a breath from the centre of nature, conceived within the 

.. Besh." 
"Ju,pket," the will penetrated by light. 
~ In regard to the Bible allegories Boehme says :-
.. The written Word is only an instrument wherewith the Spirit leads. 

The Spirit must be alive in the literal form. Without this there can be 
no divine teacher, but only teachers of lettel'll ; only recital'll of etories." 
(Regmerail~ viii. 6.) 

" Christ alone is the Word of God, teaching by means of His children 
and membel'll the way of truth. The literal Word is merely a guidance 
and symbol, a testimony to illustrate and represent objectively to man 
what Chriat has done (and is doing) for us; 80 that we lDay draw and 
conceive our faith therein!; hut then we should enter with our desire into 
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fates of these races, such as they wer!! already predicted 
by Noah . 

.. The configuration of Sem descended upon Abraham 
and Isaac, for there the Word of the covenant was 
manifested and contained within the Bound; but J aphet's 
configuration went through the wisdom of ~ature in the 
realm of nature, and from that originated the heathen 
(intellectual but unspititual people) who were giving 
(pre-eminently) attention to the light of natUre (natural 
things). Thus Japhet--that is to say, the destitute, im
prisoned s,oul, belonging to eternal nature-lived within 
the II huts" of Sem-i.e., within the oov.enant-.-for the 
light of nature lives in the light of grace, constitnting a 
form or a conceived state of the unformed light of God. 

f Ham's descending line overshadowed animal man, formed 
from the Limus of the; earth, wherein is the cune, and 
from that resulted the sodomitic semi·animal race, that 
pays attention neither to the light of nature nor to that 
of grace in the covenant." (M!Jsterium, xxxiv. 14.) 

" Noah said, « Praised be the God of Sem, and Japhet 
shall live in the huts of Sem.' Here by the expression 
«God of Sem' is meant the holy Word in the covenant, 
and how it would manifest itself, that the Japhites or 
heatheu-that is to say, those who lived only by the light 
of nature-would come to the light of grace that was 
manifested in Sem, and thus enter into the «huts of 
Sem' and live therein. But Ham, the spirit of fleshly 
lust, was to become a servant of the children of light, 
according to his quality and selfhood, because the chi!· 
dren of God were to force him to become submissive to 

the living Word, Into Christ Himself, and become ourselves born to life 
therein." (Myatmum, xxviii. 53) • 

.. Babel does not like to hear it if it is taught that Christ Himself has " 
to be the teacher within the human spirit. They call upon the written 
Word, and say that if they teach that, then would the Spirit be poured out. 
Oh yes! 'All right I I claim the same thing. If the Word is taught in 
the spirit and power of Christ, then is this so." (MY""'''fIl xxviii. 51). 

• 
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Him and take away his scoffing self-will." 1 (M!lsterium, 
xxxiv. 3 I.) 

The name of Abraham had not a terrestrial meaning, 
and in this, as in many other respects, he was an anti
type of Christ.2 

" The great name which God was to give to Abraham 
in his seed was not to be taken in an especially terres
trial sense; for Abraham was upon this earth like a 
stranger, owning no principality or kingdom. Be was 
to be in the promised seed and blessing a stranger upon 
the earth, and therein resembled Christ, whose king
~om was likewise not of this world." S (Mysterium, 
xxxvii. 23.) 

Nevertheless the sons of Abraham represent the same 
antithesis as those of Noah and Adam. 

" Isaac was not made entirely of celestial essence, 
but of both-namely, of Abraham's Adamic essence and 
of the word conceived of faith, or the substance of 
Christ; but Ishmael was only of Adam's own nature 
according to the corrupted quality, and not from the 
conceived word of faith, which was acting with superior 
strength upon Isaac.'" (Mysterium, xl. I3.) 

1 Those are the favoured people of God in whom lives the light of 
Christ, and not those who exclaim, .. Lord I Lord I" using the name of 
Christ in vain, while the devil is occupying their'lIOuls. Boehme Rays:-

" All beings are created out of the Father. The Father is in all and 
maintains everything. He gives to all life and substance, and the Son is 
in the Father and gives to all things power and light. He is our light, 
and without Him we cannot know God. How can we, then, say anything 
about Him' If we wish to speak of Him truthfully, we must speak out 
of His Spirit, because He testifies of God." (Threefold Life, xi. 90.) 

I "Abraham," a collection of people-i.e., of minds-in whom spiritu. 
ality has become manifest. (See Myaterium Magnum, xli. I.) 

I This again goes to show that Boehme's concel'tion of these intracosmic 
powers and processes had nothing in common with the narrow views of 
orthodox .. Christianity," which sees in those Biblical personifications 
nothing hut terrestrial men and women. 

4 These representations of intracosmic powers, personified in the Bible, 
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The same may be said about the sons of Isaac, iu 
whom there is plainly represented an image of the first 
and the second Adam, and of the final couquest of the 
first by the second.1 

" Esau and Jacob both, and also the races descending 
from them, have originated out of one seed. The former, 
coming solely out of the Adamic nature, was the greater 
one, and comparable to the first man whom God created 
in His own image,' which image, however, became cor
rupted and died relatively to God. The other one 
(Jacob) came also from the same Adamic nature; but 
in that nature was the realm of grace in the essence of 
faith, constituting a conqueror. Even if the latter was 
inferior according to the ,Adamic nature, nevertheless 
God was (more) revealed in him, and therefore the greater 
one was to serve and be subject to the smaller one. It 
is not shown that Esau became subject to Jacob, but the 
story represents to us a spiritual symbol, showing how 
the kingdom of nature in man was to become subjected 
and to be made to submit in humility to the kingdom 

are all to be found in the theogonies of the "heathen," although under 
different names. 

"The saints in their teachings and writings did not all use the same 
words, but what they taught and wrote was all out of one spirit." (TAr« 
Principles, xxvi. 19). 

II The Spirit of Christ in His children is Dot bound to a certain form, so 
that He could say nothing but what is found in the writings of the apostles; 
but as the Spirit was free in the apostles, and as they did not all use the 
same expressions, but were all teaching in one spirit and foundation,. each 
one as he was influenced by the Spirit to speak, likewise the Spirit of Christ 
still speaks out of His children, and needs no previously prepared formula 
of the literal Word, but itself reminds the spirit of man of that which is 
contained within the letter." (M,I.terium, xxviii. 52) • 

.. You need not be surprised that reason is manifesting itself in many 
different forms, in one in a way different from that of the other, and that 
the children of God do not all speak the same language and words. Each 
one speaks out of the wisdom of the mother, whose number is without 
beginning and without end. Their aim is the heart of God, wherein they 
all meet. This, then, is the test by which you must know whether the 
spirit speaks out of God or out of the devil." (TAretfold Life, v. 73.) 

II Blau," grOSB, sensual nature. (MlIlterium Magnum, iv.) 
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or grace; how it should become entirely submerged in 
divine Dumility, and out of that hllmility become regene
rated." (Mysterium. Iii 29.) 

" Upon Esau followed Jacob as the image of Christ, 
rMlceived in the essence of faith and clinging to Esau's 
heel. The Adamic image created by God had to be rom 
first of alland--to-lrve~.et!lrnally. bllt not in its gross 
and animal state of existeneil. With the expression of 
'Jacob holding on to EBau's heel' is symbolised that 
the other Adam, namely, Christ, should be bom after the 
first Adam. and grasping him from behind, draw him 
back from the direction of his own self-will into the fi1'8t 

I matrix, wherein nature orjginated, so that he might be 
newly OOru." , (MyBteri:ufn, Iii. 37.) 

"Esau was born of holy parents, and represented an 
! image of corrupted nature only ill regard to his state of 

separation. God separated also the image of Christ fronl 
the same seed of Esau's parents (as Jacob), and put it 
before him as a contrast to his brother (Esan). Moreover, 
Jacob by his gift and hUmility excited the greatest 
compassion in Esau, and t~erefore we should not con
d~~~_~!.au." 1 (Grate, ix. 121.) . 

More important than these opposites are those or the 
descendants of Japhet, because they seIected for them
selves false gods from the powers of nature, and were 
now led by them by means of oracles. 

"The idolatry of the heathen consisted in tlleir de
parting from the one only God and turning to the magic 
generation of nature, selecting false gods from the powers 
of nature."lI (M'!Jsterium, xi 6.) 

1 Evidently all these Bible allegories represent cosmic proceBBeB which 
have actually taken place in the history of the world. They are, 80 to 
Ray, the genealogy of Hnmanity, in which at the fnlneBB of the times the 
Divinity became manifest. 

2 The II heathen," then, seem to be those prehistoric racea that WI!l'e 

cultivating magic arts. 

Di~itized by Coogle 



THB CHRIST. 2 15 

CC The heathen worshipped the planetary system and 
the four elements, because they knew that these ruled the 
external life or all things. Thus by means of their intel
lectually conceived word they entered into the likewise 
conceived and formed (manifested) word of Dature. On 
the other hand~ the spirit of the formed word of nature 
became a part of themseives, and thus one intellect moved 
the other. The human intellect moved the intelligence 
within the soul of the external world as far as the desire 
or the latter is concerned, and by means of this intelli
gence (residing within the astral li{Jht or the mind of the 
external world) the prophetic spirit ont of the Spirit of 
God indicated to them how in future times the formed 
word of exkrnal nature would manifest Itself in the up
building and in the destruction of kingdoms, &c. Ont 
of th~ soul of the world the heathen received answers 
hy means of their images and idols, because their faith 
which they very powerfully introduced into them moved 
them; and this has therefore not all been accomplished 
by the devil, as it is supposed by those who, knowing 
llothingaboui the mystery, make the devil responsible 
for everything, while they ate ignorant of what either 
God or the devil is." '(Mysterium, xxxvii. 10-13.) . 

Those heathen who led a pure and blameiess life 
arrived at a knowledge of the symbols of celestial things 
by means of their ability to see within the· mirror of 
external nature.1 . . 

"The heathen remained within their o\Vn magic, but 

1 .. The mysteries of nature were not 80 deeply hidden to those (pre
historical) peoples as tlley are to us, because they were not 80 deeply 
hidden (immersed).in materiality and sin. Therefore . they knew the re
lationship between the paradisiaeal (ethereal) forms of nature and their 
.corporeal visible embodim.ents. They knew the qualities and the true 
nature, not only of animals, but likewise of plants and minerals. Man him
self waS the heart of all beings, and. he created them. .He could therefore 
give to each its appropriate name, as if he were in these things himself, and 
(felt and) experienced their conditions himself." (Tllrte Principia, xxi. 8. ) 

/ .,... 
,~itized by Coogle . '., 



216 THE DOCTRINES OF JACOB BOEHME. 

those who went out from the desire of corruption and 
entered into the light of nature, because they did not 
know God, but who, nevertheless, lived in purity, these 
heathen were the children of the free will, and in them 
has the spirit of freedom unfolded great wonders, as may 
be seen in the· works of wisdom which they left behind 
them." (Terrestrial and Oelestial Mysterium, viii. 9.) 

" In those heathen that were highly intellectual in the 
light of nature the interior holy realm was mirrored, and 
although the true divine intelligence was closed to them, 
and although they beheld merely an external reflection, 
nevertheless at the restoration of all beings, .when the 
veil will be removed, they shall live in the huts of 

. Sem." (Mysterium, xxv. 24.) 

Not only in the" Israelites" (in spiritually awakened 
races), but also in the" heathen" (in those races that 
lived on a more material plane) was active the power 
of the Redeemer (the Word), that had been spoken into 
Eve, and thereby into all mankind. 

"Adam issued from the one only God, and entered 
into a selfhood, into ignorance, and he led us all with 
him into that ignorance (or misunders.tanding); but then 
came the grace out of the Same one and only God, and 
is offering itself to all those that are ignorant, to the 
heathen as well as the Jews." (Mysterium, lxx. 78.) 

"The heathen were not out of that seed of Abraham 
. with which G«;>d made a covenant; but the first covenant, 
the word that had been in-spoken in mercy, was as a 
foundation in them. Therefore, says Paul (Rom. ix. 24), 
that God had not called and elected merely the Jews in 
their covenant, but also the Gentiles. in the covenant of 
Christ, and that" He called 'My people' and My« be
loved' those that did not know Him, and who, not know
ing Him, were not His people in an external sense. The 
proposition of grace, which had incorporated itself by 
means of the in-speaking in Paradise after the fall, was 
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contained in them, and according to that God called them 
His beloved ones. Only the children of wrath must be 
excepted, because in them the incorporation of the name 
of Jesus does not take place, but only the incorporation of 
wrath. The latter, however, never extends over whole 
races, but merely over such individuals among them as 
are like thistles among the wheat."l (Grace, x. 24.) 

Before the Redeemer appeared in the flesh His re
conciling and blissful power was participated by man by 
means of sacrifices. 

"Before the incarnation. of Christ mankind became ) 

1 Thus it appears that a person's true Christianity does not depend on 
his or her being learned in regard to theology, nor in subsoribing to a cer· 
tain creed or belief, nor in going through certain ceremonies, but in their 
being penetrated by that principle of love and wisdom which constitutes 
the Christ. 

" It is very deplorable to see the world revile and storm, blaspheme and 
denounce, whenever the gifts of God manifest themselves in mankind in 
different ways, and if they have not all the same quality of knowledge. 
What can a man take if it is not generated within him' This (the quality 
of his understanding) is not a matter of his choice, but as his heaven (his 
mental constitution) is, so will God become revealed to him." (Letter., 
i. 14.) , 

"We onght not to persecute each other on account of tlJe difference of 
the gifts given to us, but rather rejoice in love towards each other, seeing 
that the wisdom of God is so inexhaustible, and we should think thereby 
of the future, and what would become of us if all knowledge were to 
become manifest only from one and within one ,single soul" (01'0«, 
xiii. 21.) 

" If there were even a thonsand persons well taught by. God and regene
rated in the Spirit of Christ assembled together, and if each of them had 
his own particular gift and self-knowledge in God, nevertheless they would 
all be one in the root of Christ, and each of them would be desirous only 
for the love of God in Christ; for which one of the disciples would exalt 
himself above his own Master' If, then, we are one body in Christ, why 
should one member dispute with another about the food! If the mouth 
that desires eats, all the member. receive strength, and each member has 
its own office to unfold the wonders of God. We do not all use one and 
the same expre88ion, bnt we all have only one spirit in Christ. To each 
one is given that which he ought to unfold in God, so that the great 
mysteries of God may bee., manifest, and the wonders that are in His 
,wisdom from eternity be revealed." (Threefold, Life, xvi. 24.) 

r 
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redeemed by means of the incorporated' word and name 
of Jesus. Those who directed their will in (and to) Goa 
have received the word of promise, because the soul was 
accepted therein. Thus the whole law in regard to sacri
fice is nothing else but an antitype of the manhood of 
Christ. That which Christ did as man, when by means 
of His love He reconciled the divine wrath, the same 
was (symbolically) done by means of the blood of the 
animals. The word of promise was within the covenant, 
and in the" meantime God conceived of a figure (symbol), 
and by the power of the covenant He caused Himself to 
be reconciled symbolically, for "the name of Jesus was 
within the covenant, and by means of the imagination it 
reconciled the fury and wrath within the nature of the 

. Father." (!lfenschwerdung, i 7, ~2.) 
U The sacrifices were symbols of the objeot which 

God had proposed unto Himself. The divine imagina
tion saw through the object of the covenant the animal 
hlood wherein Israel performed the sacrifice. Man had 
become earthly, and therefore God put before Himself 
the object to a covenant of mercy, so that His imagina
tion might not enter into the terrestrial consciousness 
of man, and that His wrath-fire might not be ignited 
with the earthliness and the sins of mankind." I" ( Till~. 
i. 289) • 

This reconciliation (ur.atonement) could surely not 
result from the' merely external act of sacrificing ani
mals, but by means of the faith that accompanied it. 
This faith reqnired an external action or form wherein 
to become conceived. 

" All sacrificing without faith and divine desire is an 

1 Surely an internal and spiritual God oould want no other sacrifices 
than internal and spiritual ones. The animals in man, the snake of envy, 
the peacock of vanity, the ox of self-will, &0., had to be killed, 80 that 
God could manifest Himself in the purified 80nL AJJy external saclifiee 
could at best be a symbol of the int:erll'aJ, one. 
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abomination b~fore God, and does not reach the gate 
of divine glory; but if man enters therein with the 
pow~r of faith, he surrenders to it his free will, and 
desires by that means, and through its instrumentality, 
to enter ~to the eternal free will of God." (Mysterium, 
xxvii. 13.) . 

.. Why did the two brothers (Cain and Abel) wish to 
sacrifice to God, while atonement is only to be found 
within the earnest desire for the mercy of God, in prayer 
and in man's persuading himself to depart from his own 
evil will, to change and to repent, and by bringing his 
faith. and hope into the mercy of God? The free will of 
the soul is as thin as a nothing, and although within its· 
(material) body it is surrounded by something (substan
tial), nevertbeless its own conceived essence is in a state of 
false desire on account of the sin. If, then, tbis free will, 
with its (accompanying) desire, is to proceed towards God, 
it'will have first to issue from its own illusive something, 
Rnd whenever it issues from tbence it is then naked and 
impotent, and again within the original nothing. If the 
will desires to go with or to enter into God, it must die 
to its own selfhood and leave that (illusive) self; and 
wbenever the will leaves that self it;is tben like a nothing, 
and can therefore not act, strive for, or accomplish any
thing. If ·it wants to show its power, it must be within 
something wherein it may conceive and form itself, as is 
the case with Faith; for if there is to be an active faith, 
then that faith must conceive of something (have some 
object) wherein it may act. Even the free will of God 
conceived itself within (has for its objeot) the internal 
spiritual world, and acts through the latter. Thus the 
free will of the soul of man, having its origin from the 
abyss (the primordial, unfathoma})}e will), mnst conceive 
itself into something, so as to become manifest and to 
move before God." (Mysterium, xxvii. I, 4-6). 

The earthly and impure substance of the victim was to 
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be destroyed by the fire, but this fire was 'not of a ter
restrial but of a celestial kind. l 

" The spirit of man has issued from God, and has gone 
from God (the Eternal) into time, and within the tem
poral it has become impure. Now it will have to leave 
its impurity, and by means of the sacrifice enter again 
into God." (Mysterium, xxvii. 34.) 

" Adam's body has been created out of the Limus of 
the earth, and also out of the Limus of the heaven of 
'holiness; but the Limu8 of heaven, wherein the free will 
could conceive itself into a celestial form and move, act, 
think, and pray before God, was weakened in Adam, and 
therefore the two brothers ignited (sacrificed) the fruits 
of the earth. Cain brought of the fruits of the earth 
(matter), but Abel of the first-born of his flocks (of the 
spirit), and these they ignited by means of fire." (Myste-
Hum, xxvii. 7.) , 

"An animal medium, namely, the flesh of animals, 
was to come within the holy (will-) fire of Moses, because 
man had become of an animal nature, so that the animal 
nature, by means of the wrath-fire of the Father, may 
become consumed, and that the love-fire might ignite the 
fire of the human soul by means of the desire introduced 
within the victim. Thus the desire of God in the Word 
perceived the desire of man through the fire; ,for in the 
(divine) fire was consumed the animal vanity in the will 
of man, by means of the wrath, and then the purified 
human will, with the incorporated paradisiacal grace, 
entered as a sweet odour into the love-fire of God." 
(Oommunion, i. 3 r.) 

" Although wood and animals have been used at the 
sacrifices, nevertheless the fire used thereby was not pro
duced by external means, but originated from the highest 

1 Such animal RaCrifices are still taking place, whenever man kills his 
sensual desires and sacrifices them upon the altar of his soul. Then the 
animal symbols in his astral light are destroyed by the magic fire of his 
spiritual will 
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tincture of the paradisiacal foundation. This holy fire 
consumed the victims by means of the imagination and 
ignition of God, and thus the human will, that had been 
introduced therein, and which was still clinging to the 
earthly condition, was (and still is) purified in the fire 
and redeemed from sin. The grossness of the elements 
was to be consumed, and out of: the consummation by 
fire was to issue the true, pure, beautiful, and spiritual 
image that had been created in Adam, and which, while 
it was contained within the fire of divine wrath, could 
now be made to appear in its clearness by means of this 
holy fire." (Baptism, ii. 2, 16.) 

Within this holy fire, wherein was represented the 
light of the Christ and also the reconstitution of man to 
his true state of being, man was to enter with his mind, 
and thereby become reunited with God. 

" At the times of the Old Testament the at-one-ment 
by sacrifice took place by means of the holy fire, which 
was a symbol of the wrath of God that was to consume 
the sin together with the soul. The Father's quality in 
wrath was manifest in that fire, and the Son's quality 
in love and meekness introduced itself into the wrath. 
They sacrificed the flesh of animals, but they introduced 
their imagination and prayer to the grace of God." 
(Baptism, i. 2, 23.) 

"There was an animal quality, the animal soul, that 
originated from the planets, attached to the mind of man, 
in consequence of which their prayer and will was not 
pure be Core God, and therefore the wrath-fire of God 
consumed this animal vanity of men by means of the 
sacrifice; but the conceived image of grace went with 
the prayer into the holy fire. Thus the children of Israel 
were reconciled with God and relieved of their sins in a 
spiritual manner, and with respect to a future fulfilment, 

• because Christ was to come and to take up the human 
state, and to enter into God as a sacrifice to His wrath-
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fire, and thus to cha~ge the wrath into love." 1 (Baptism" 
ii. 25.) 

" The victim, the wood, the smoke, were all terrestrial, 
and likewise was man earthly, as far as his external body 
is concerned; but after the sacrificial ohject was ignited 
(by the magic fire) it. became of a spiritual nature, for 
from the wood issued the fire, which accepted and con
sumed the object. From this consummation resulted the 
smoke of the fire, and was followed by the light, and this 
light was the symbol wherein entered the imagination 
of man and that of God, which produced a conjunction 
of both." (Mysterium, xxvii. 29, 30.) 
, "God desired to smell (during the sacrifice) nothing 
except the wiU of mali, that is to .say, the human life, 
which before the time of this world was within the word 
of God-not yet as a created being, but as a power-and 
which was breathed into the created image. This it was 
that was" smelled" by God by means of the sacrifice,and 
within the essence of ChristoI' the grace, that had been 
spoken into man, and it readjusted the will by means of 

. grace in the fire, so that. the will became again divine . 
. At the same time it made one fire out of the combination 

of the human life-fire and the divine love-fire, and there
with was constituted a true sacrifice of sin and restitution, 
beeause the sin was sacrificed to the fire of divine wrath, 
to be consumed therein." (Communion, i. 32.) 

" The sacrifices of the children of God. especially the 
first fathers after Adam, were nothing but symbols, wherein 
was represfhted how the (~nimal) soul was sacrificed 
within the wrath-fire of God and transformed therein 
into a love-fire; that .is to say, that she was to enter 
injio a s~ate of de,th and dying in regard to self-will, 
and that thus her false willing would be consumed, and 
that she would issue into a clear light, through the fire 

1 If the light of wisdom, the Son, enters the fiery will, the Father, then 
does the Son beoonIEI one with the Father, and the wrath of the Father 

• beoomea reconciled and changed into that light which is love. 
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and by means of the in-spoken grace, and enter into a 
new birth; not dark, but clear and radiant. Further
more was it to signify how the poison introduced within 
the soul by the serpent would have to be eliminated, 
like the separation of smoke from the fire, so that 
the latter appears as a clear shining splendour, and no 
longer imprisoned (latent), as is the case in wood (before 
it is ignited). Thus the children of God represented to 
themselves the process of regeneration by means of the 
sacrifice through fire, and imagined the bruiser of the 
serpent's head within the fire; how in the fire of the 
soul He would transform the wrath-fire of God into a 
fire of light and love, and how the enmity would become 
separated from the soul, and the soul be transformed into 
an angel by means of the death of Christ and the entering 
of the love of God into that fire." (Baptism, i. 2, 1.0.) 

Thus the faithful "Israelites" (the children of light) 
'received, within the blissful covenant and in the flesh of 
the sacrifice symbolically, the flesh and blood of the Christ. 

.. The soul, that is to say, the mouth of faith within 
the soul, took in the sweet divine grace at the time of 
the sacrifice, not as a substance, but in power (spiritually) 
and in the foreknowledge of future fulfilment, when those 
powers were to become manifest in the flesh. Thus 
the body ate of the blessed bread and flesh, wherein 
was the power of grace, i.e., the imagination of the 
covenant. Thus the' Jews' ate of the flesh of Christ 
and drank His blood symbolically, for th& J>ower had 
then not yet become flesh and blood; but they enjoyed 
therein the word of grace that afterwards became human." 
(Communion, i. 34.) . 

"The animal flesh which was sacrificed to the Lord .. 
and afterwards eaten was sanctified for man, because the 
imagination of God entered therein, and therefore Moses 
called it a holy flesh, and there was also a holy bread." 
(Communion, i. 33.) f 
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CHAPTER XI. 

INCA~NATION-THE CELESTIAL VIRGIN. 

The doctrine of the incarnation of Christ, or, to express it in other words, 
of the awakening of the germ of divine self-knowledge in man, is so 
grand, that it is impossible to form a conception of it as long as we 
occupy a narrow-minded, personal, or sectarian point of view_ If we 
desire to feel the power of the universal Redeemer within our heart, 
we must allow our mind to expand and embrace in our love all that 
is divine, noble, and ideal in humanity • 

. , IN considering the contents of the following chapter i~ 
will be especially recommendable to keep in mind the 
great occult maxim, that it is below as it is above, and 
that everything above has its corresponding part below; 
so that the great processes taking place in the macrocosm 
produce corresponding processes on the microcosmic plane, 

.. and that which exists eternally in heaven (the spiritual 
plane) seeks to be embodied and represented in terres
trial forms upon the earth. It is also well to remember 
that completion is attained only by the reappearance 
of the third principle in the seventh; that is to say, by 
the spiritualisation of matter and the acquisition of form. 
A being or power belonging to an entirely ideal plane 
cannot produce any direct reaction in the grossly mate
rial state of existence, no more than a tree can grow out 
of the idea of a tree existing within the mind, but it 
needs a material seed or kernel to serve as a material 
focus for the attraction and distribution of material prin
ciples. For similar reasons it was necessary that the 
Logos 1 should actually become flesh and enter the human 

1 The Logo, ia everywhere, and did not enter from any external locality. 
Likewise the body of the sun'is everywhere, although it manifests its light 
only in one locality in the sky. 
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state so as to produce a fundamental and radical change 
in the will of humanity by starting a new activity o'f.' . ~~; 

"." .' light and love in its very centre or heart. 
This process is beautifully and allegorically described 

in the New Testament. 

In the configuration of the person of our Redeemer 
there are to be distinguished three factors: the eternal 
generation of the Son of God, His birth as a celestial 
Man, and, finally, His being incarnated as a terrestrial 
person. l 

" Christ is greater than any angel in heaven, because 
He has a celestial human body j He also has the eternal 
celestial bride, the virgin of divine wisdom, and, finally, 
the Holy Trinity in His possession. We can truly say 
of Him that He is an individuality in the Holy Trinity 
in heaven, a true man in heaven, and an eternal king in 
this world, a lord of heaven and of the earth." (Three 
Principles, xxii 86.) 

" The Word, or the second person in the Godhead, 
has been from eternity in the Father, and by becoming 

1 All disputes about the nature of Christ only prove that the disputants 
are not Christians, because if they were true followers of the Christ they 
would have the living Christ within themselves, and know His true 
nature. The misunderstandings of the .. Christians" regarding the Christ 
arise from the fact that they regard Him as something external and 
incompatible with human nature; neither will any merely theoretical 
researoh regarding this mystery lead to any satisfactory result. The only 
way in which this matter can be settled for once and for ever is that thOlle 
who have doubts about the divinity of Christ succeed in raising Him from 
His tomb within their own souls, when He will become revealed to them. 

"Each one desires to be a child of God in his knowledge, and neverthe
less disobedience and unfaithfulness are as great in one people as they are 
in another. A belief that Christ has once been born and died for me and 
arisen frum death does not make me a child of God. The devil knows 
that also; but it is of no use to him. I must clothe myself in Christ 
by means of the desire of faith; I must enter myself into His obedience, 
His incarnation, His suffering and death; I must myself arise in Him 
and adopt the obedience of Christ. Only in this way can I be a Christian, 
and not in any other way." (MlIBterium, li. 43). 

p 
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incarnated in humanity it did not change its nature 
and become something else, but remained in the Fjlther, 
in its centre and seat, as it had been from eternity. 
The other (second) formation took place in a natural 
manner at the time of the annunciation by the angel 
Gabriel,l when the virgin said to the angel, 'Let it be 
done as you say.' The fulfilling of this Word was 
effected in the celestial element, as was the creation of 
the first Adam before the fall. The third formation 
took place simultaneously with the second, and at once, 
as when a terrestrial seed is sown whereof a child 
grows." (Three Principles, xviii. 45.) 

" The holy Spirit of God formed the celestial, angelic 
substantiality within the one element by means of the 
virgin; but the planets and elements of this world formed 
the external man, providing him with a natural body 
and soul exactly like that of other human beings, and 
both in one person. Thereby each form had its own 
particular state of perception and sensation, and the divine 
state did not mingle in such a manner (with the te~es
trial form) as to cause the former to be diminished, but 
remained what it was (before the incarnation took plaee), 
and that which it was not· it became (by means of the 
incarnation), but without any separation, differentiation, 
or division of the divine being.· Thus the Word remains 

.in the Father, the created being of. the holy_ element re
mained before the Father, and the natural human state 
was attained in this world in the womb of the- virgin 

_~Mary." 2 (Three Principles, xx. 86). 

1 '" Gabriel,' an angel or god of BOund, an internal, BOurcive @pirit." 
(AUrora, xii. 86.) -

2 There is no doubt that, as some will have it, the legend of the descent 
of the Redeemer is the description of an astrological proce88; but this 
theory, far from disproving the incamation of divine wisdom into a human 
form, confirms it; because that which takes place in the macrocosm pro
duces corresponding effects in the microcosm. In man is the sun, the 
moon, the st)lrB, and the whole of the zodiac. In the microcosm is repre
sented every part of the macrocosm in its material and spiritual aspect. 
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Those who regard Christ as being not a person, alld 
who claim that Mary was an eternal virgin and not born 
from terrestrial parents, are in error.1 

" Those err who say that Christ is not a created being. 
As far as His divi~ity is concerned, He is certainly not 
a created being; but relatively to His celestial state, re
garding which He says that He had come from heaven 
and was still in heaven, He is there both a creature 
ill human nature, and without humarrity an uncreated 
being." (Lette1's, ii. 54.) 

" There are SOlDe who have said that the virgin Mary 
was not a terrestrial being, and not the daughter of 
Joachim and Anna, because Christ is called the seed of 
the woman, and would therefore have to be born from 
an entirely celestial virgin. If this were so, it would 
serve very little to us poor children of Eve, as we have 
become earthly and are carrying our souls in earthly 
tabernacles." 2 (Menschwerd2tng, i. 8. I.) 

"It has been said that Mary was an eternal virgin 
of the Holy Trinity, and that from her Christ had been 
born; because, according to His own testimony, He did 
not come from human flesh and blood, but from heaven. 
It is true that our Lord said that He had come' from' God 
and was to return to God, and that no one would go to 
heaven except the Son of Man, coming from heaven and 
being in heaven; but in thus saying He spoke evidently of 

When man sees the external. sun rise in the outer world, the sun in him 
arises and gives joy to his heart. Any individual person, or also humanity 
as a whole, may become either a god-or a .devil iDC&l'IIAte. . . 

1 Christ, or the Universal Logo., is not a personality in the usual a9Cep
tation of that term, but becomes personal if personified in man. Like
wise the celestial virgin is personified in woman, in the same sense as the 
li~ of the sun becomes individualised in a flower, ,. diamond, or precious 
stone. 

S .. Outside of a body the spirit cannot remain in its perfection, for as 
soon as it is separated from the form it loses ita rule. The body is the ' 
mother of the spirit. In the body the spirit is born, and receives therein 
its power and strength. If it is separated from the body it Itill . remains 
a spirit, but loses its ruling power." (.Aurora, xxvi. 50.) 
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His human aspect, and not merely of His divinity i for tIle 
eternal God could not have been the Son of Man, neither 
could a son of man come out of the Trinity; but if it 
had been possible to redeem man by means of a foreign 
soul brought down from heaven, where would then have 
been the necessity for God to enter into our ~uman) 
shape and to be crucified therein." 1 (Three Principles, 
xxii. 61.) 

If Christ had brought a foreign soul with Him from 
heaven, and not taken a human soul from His mother 
Mary, He would have been foreign to us, and could 
not have become our Redeemer. 

"It is not true, as some say, that Christ has taken a 
I'oul unto Himself from the .Word in the eternal virgin 
Mary, so that Christ was coming from God and the 
soul in His human nature had a beginning." (Mysterium, 
Ivi. 19). 

" Christ .. is not only a seed that came from heaven, 
so as to hive no other quality received from man except 
a human covering (body). If He had not a human 
nature He would not be the Son of Man, neither would 
He be my brother." (Tilk. i. 245.) 

" The soul of Christ is a creature like our own soul, 
and He has received it from humanity and in the body 
of Mary. Therefore we rejoice eternally that the soul 
of Christ is our brother and the body of Christ is 
our body in regenerated man." (Three Principles, 
xxiii. 30.) 

" What would it benefit me if Christ had brought 
with Him a strange soul? Nothing! But I rejoice that 
He has introduced my soul into the holy Ternary. Now 
can I truly say, ' The soul of Christ is my brother, and_ 
the body of Christ is the nutrimen~ of my soul.' ,. (Three 
Principles, xxii 78.) 

1 And the divinity in man continues to be crucified in him until thlO self
will is dead and tile Christ ,risen ill His own ~ight. 
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But if Christ had· come only from a terrestrial virgin 
He would not have come from above, and would not have 
been pure. 

"Christ said to the J ewa, 'I am from above, but you 
are from below; I am not of this world, but you are of 
this wodd.' If He had become human in an earthly taber~ 
nacle, and not in a pure, celestial, and chaste virgin, such 
as Mary had become in consequence of her having been 
blessed, He would have beep. of this world." (Menschwer
dung, i. 9, 20.) 

" All that is born from the :flesh and blood of this world 
is impllre, and a pure virgin cannot be born in this cor
rupted flesh and blood; but Christ has been received and 
born without sin from a pure virgin." 1 (Three P1'inciples, 
xxii. 36.) 

According to the external :flesh, Mary descended from 
Joachim and Anna; but she was also the daughter of the 
covenant, and as such she was blessed (penetrated) by the 
virgin of wisdom.2 

"Mary was generated from the seed of Joachim and 
Anna in the same manner as other human beings are 

1 The Christ CAn never be born or revealed in any impure BOUI. A soul 
wherein regeneration is to take place must be an immaculate virgin, having 
no intercourse with any external god; but executing the will of God 
dwelling within herself. 

2 "Ana" is the Chaldean name for the astral light (see Secret Doctrine). 
"In the language of nature the name' Mary' means' salvation from 

this valley of sorrow.''' (Principlu, xviit 37.) 
No man can be saved without the grace of Mary, i.e., without the pre

sence of that which is noble, exalted, saving, and sanctifying in him. 
"Human reason can understand nothing about the kingdom of Christ, 

nor about His person or office, beCAUse the testament of Christ is celestial, 
and hllman reasoning is terrestrial; the latter seeks Christ in time, while 
He can only be found in eternity." 

"All misunderstanding is caused by the circumstance that the heaven 
wherein Christ is seated to the right of God is not understood, and be
cause it is not known that this heaven is in this world, and this world 
rooted in heaven. They are both one in the other, like day and night." 
(Bapti.m, i.) 
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generated; but she was blessed among women, so that in 
her the eternal virgin became revealed." (Tlweefold Life, 
vi. 72.) 

"Mary, in whom Christ became man, was truly the 
daughter of Joachim and Anna, according to the external 
flesh, and generated out of their seed; but in regard to 
the will she was the daughter of the covenant of. pro
mise, the object of the covenant, wherein the same became 
accomplished." . (Menschwerdung, i. 8. 2.) 

co The pure and immaculate virgin in whom God was 
born is before God, and an eternal virgin. She was pure 
and without blemish even before heaven and earth were 
created; and this pure virgin became incorporated in 
Mary, so that it rendered ller a new being within the 
holy element of God. Therefore she was blessed among 
women, and the Lord was with her, as was said by the 
angel." (Three Prine'iples, xxii. 38.) 

The celestial virgin did not become terrestrial in Mary 
(or enter into her mechimically from the outside); but 
the omnipresent celestial virgin became revealed (un
folded) within Mary's innermost being.l 

"'We cannot say that the celestial virgin, when she 
entered into Mary, became terrestrial by the order of God, 
but we say that the soul of Mary took hold of the celes
tial virgin, and the latter adorned the soul of Mary with 
the pure garment of the holy element, a pure, regenerated 
human being, and therein has Mary received the Saviour 
of the world, and given birth to Him in this world." 
(Three Prineiple8, xxii. 44.) , 

co No other woman, ever since the time of Adam, be
came clothed with the celestial virgin except Mary; but 

1 The spiritual soul does not become an animal soul in man; neither is 
the former a separate entity to be put into the latter; but as the vibra
tions of light awaken corresponding vibrations within the ether that is in 
darkness, so the divine harmony existing in the spiritual soul of the universe 
awakens corresponding harmonies in the soul of man. 
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this took place in the soul-principle. and not in the ter
restrial flesh." (Forty Questions. xxxvi 12.) 

I "Mary received the celestial token which was. un
known to nature, and which was also unknown to her 
in her external womanhood. J¥l.mely. the celestial virgin, 
and in that virgin she received the Word of the Eternal 
Father." (Three Principles, xxii. 43.) 

By means of this unfolding or state of bliss the Word 
was enabled to take up the human state in Mary, and 
thus the celestial virgin that had become weakened in 
Adam became again strong and substantial in her. 

"The Word of promise. which was before the Jews as an 
antitype, or as an image in a mirror, wherein the wrath
ful Father imagined and wherewith He e;x.tinguished His 
wrath, began to move essentially, as it had not !hoved 
from eternity; for when the angel Gabriel brought to 
Mary the message saying that she should become preg
nant, and when she expressed her willingness, saying, 
"Let it be done to me as you said," then the centre 
of the Holy' Trinity moved' itself; that is to say, the 
eternal virginity which ... "as lost by Adam, became opened 
in her in the Word of life. The fire of divine love in 
Mary's being, in the virginal essence that had been cor
rupted in Adam, was again restored." (Menschwerdung, 
i. 8, 3· 4.) 

" The Word, that stood in the virgin of wisdom and sur
rounded by eternal wonders, entered again, out of great 
love to our image. which had been destroyed in Adam, and 
it became h1lman in Mary in consequence of the benedic
tion." . (Forty Questions, xxxvi. 10.) 

"The eternal virgin, being without substance. entered 
olso into the incarnation, and thus the true soul was 
received out of the essences of Mary. In this way 
the eternal virgin came into substantiality, for she 
received the human soul within herself." (ThreP/old 
Li/e, vi..7S.) 
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Mary could not by her own power put herself in pos
session of that celestial blessing, but it came to her by 
divine grace and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

"The true being of humanity, that had died and disap
peared (become latent) in 4dam, awoke again to life in 
Mary, and thus ,she became highly exalted and like man 
before the fall. This, however, did not take place by her 
own power, but by the power of God. If the centre of 
God had not moved within her, she would ]lot have been 
different from all other daughters of Eve." (Mensehwer
dung, i. 8. 5.) 

"Mary is called a holy and pure virgin merely with 
reference to the celestial virgin that had taken possession 
of her, and clothed her with the pure element of Paradise. 
Mary did not obtain possession of this state by her own 
power, as is shown by the angel saying to her, 'The Spirit 
of God will come over you, and you will be overshadowed 
by the power of the Supreme; therefore the Holy One 
that shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 
God.''' (Three Principles, xx. 41.) 

" The words of the angel, 'The Spirit of God will come 
over you, and you will be overs¥adowed by the power 
of the Supreme,' means: The Holy Spirit shall open th_e 
closed centre within, in the moribund seed, and the 
Word of God will enter with living and celestial sub
stantiality within that which had been closed in deaj;jl, 
and become one flesh with it." 1 (Three Principles, 
xxii. 41.) 

It is certain that the soul of the Redeemer could issue 
from Mary only on account of her being of a character 
full of humility and in accordance with the will or 
God; and it is furthermore certain that she spiritually 

1 Puhaps the same idea might be approached by saying: The divine 
harmony underlying the original order of nature, which was thrown 
into confusion by the action of an evil will within the seven qualities of 
eternal nature, created a centre of harmony within the soul of Mary, 
which, expanding from within outwardly, rendered her whole nature har
monioUs and spiritual. 
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enjoys a high state of glorification for having had the 
qualifications necessary for becoming the mother of the 
Redeemer. 

"The first thing that a child (in the womL) receives is 
the tincture of its mother. Thus it was ,in the case of 
Christ. When the angel announced to Mary the coming 
incarnation of Christ, it was the mother's will, and the 
tincture which received the Limbus of God and impreg
nated her, belonged to her. If, then, the soul of the 
child is in the Holy Trinity, do you then not think that 
its glorious light beautifully illuminates the mother, and 
does not that mother rightfully put her feet upon the 
Moon,l as being exalted above all that is of an earthly 
nature? She gave birth to the Redeemer of the world 
without any carnal commingling, and from her issued the 
body which attracts all members, namely, the children of 
God in Christ, i.e., the children of Light." (Three Prin-
ciples, xviii. 93-98.) 

Mary, however, was not deified. In spite of all her 
greatness she could only through her Son become perfect 
and inherit heaven.2 

"The Word which was promised by God in the garden 
of Eden came to bloom in the life-light of the virgin; and 
when the angel Gabriel, by order of the Father, came to 
give to it an impulse by means of the message, it then 
entered into the. one element of the chaste virgin. but 

1 The sunlight of wisdom (self- knowledge and self-perception) is supe
rior to all that is merely imaginary, fanciiul, and illusive. Wisdom sees 
the illusion, but is not captivated by it. 

2 No soul can become divine or deified by merely contemplating God as 
if He were something foreign to herself. . God must become substantial _ 
and corporified in her. The mere idealist is satisfied with enjoying in his 
imagination the beauty of the ideal, but does not embody it within him
self. The so·called "realist" is satisfied with what he believes to be real, 
and acquires nothing better than what he already has. The true Christian, 
i.e., the .. ideo-realist, II seeks to realise the ideal, so that it becomes a 
part of himself. 
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not so entirely within her soul and body so as to deify 
her person." (Three Principles, xviii. 89.) 

"The virgiri Mary entered into great perfection, like 
the 'star of the morning, which is more glorious than the 
rest of the stars. She attained perfection and beatitude 
through her Son, Jesus Christ." (Three P.rinciples, xviii. 
88~ . 

"The virgin Mary did not become deified~ Christ 
Himself says, 'Noone goes to heaven -except the Son 
of Man, who came from heaven and is in heaven.' All 
others have to attain heaven through Him. Qhrist is 
d;eir heaven, and the Father is the heaven of -Christ." 
(Three Principles, xviii. 89.) 

• 
The external king(lom of this world did not become 

separated from the virgin; but it lost its power Qver 
her. The quality of her inner life communicated itself 
to her physical body. 

" When God moved in Mary as His object, then w~s 
she highly blessed, and in that benediction of the _~e
deemer she became impregnated. Now, it is known that 
the seed of man communicates its qualities to the body. 
When the divine life entered into the essence of the seed 
(power) of Mary, her whole body, which was then sur
rounding the body of the ( divine) image, became highly: 
blessed,.and quickened by this wonderful moving of God.
The external kingdom of this world was then not sepa
rated from, Mary, she was still imprisoned therein; but 
the tincture of her blood became kindled with the di~e 
tincture; i.e., with the tincture of the seed; communi
cating its qualities to the corporeal form." (Tilk. i. 

~ 331.) . 
. "The soul of Mary became surrounded by the divine 

-... 

living substantiality, not relatively to her terrestrial but to 
her celestial nature, so that the terrestrial state was merely 
supplementing her betbg. Her soul, with the Word of 
life that became human in her, was to pass with it through 
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tIle death and wrath· of the Father into the celestial con
. sciousness, and thus her external human nature had to 
die in regard to earthly life, so that she could live ill 
-God. But because she has been blessed; and has carried 
in her womb the object of the covenant, that which was 
cel~M;!al in her consumed her tt'rrestrial part." (Men-
8ckwerdung, i. 9, 18.) 1 

The Saviour had to receive earthly essences from Mary, 
and He became in her, in the normal way,'a terrestrial 
man.2 

"The virgin comprised Christ as a mother her child. 
She gave to him natural essences, such as she had inherited 
from_ l),er parents, and these essences from her flesh and 
blood he received to the element, and became therein 
a. living soul." (Three Principles" xviii. 90.) 

"The living Word that dwelt within the eternal 
virgin attracted to itself the flesh of Mary-that is 
to say, the essences from the corporeal body of Mary 
-and thus there grew in nine months a complete 
human being with soul, spirit, and flesh." (Threefold 
Life, vi. 79.) , 

" The life of Christ did not begin to stir immediately 
at the time of conception, or in any supernaturalmsnner, 
but this took place at the proper natural time, as is the 
case with all the children of Adam. Thus in nine months 
he grew to be a complete human being, and was born 
like all other children of Adam. He might hav~ caused 
himself to be born magically, but if this had been done 
he - would not have been in this world in Ii' natural 
manner." (Menschwerdung, i. 10.) 

In Christ, as the son of Mary, there were united all 
the three principles, but without commingling with each 

1 The .11JantU became absorbed in the Buddhi. 
2 "God lives also in man." (Threefold Life, xi. 106.) Each human 

being (if he is not godless) carries God and the Christ, the Holy Spirit, the 
virgin Mary, tog~ther with the angel Gabriel and all the rest of the angels 
and spirits witt.in himself. It is, therefore, of little use to seek for all 
that in history. We can find it nowhere except within ourseh"es. 
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other, so that, in spite of His terrestrial body, He remained 
nevqttheless free from sin. 

ce Christ in Mary accepted all the three principles, 
but in divine order, and not intermingled, such as they 
became in A?am, who, by means of his imagination, in
troduced the external realm into the internal realm, into 
the soul-fire, in consequence of which the light became 
extinguishfd. He '. (Christ) had on Himself the soul
essence, or' the first principle, the substance of th~ 
image of the second principle, and finally the external 
form, i;e., the thir~ principle." (Tilk. i. 336.) 

"Christ took froIU Mary the interior seed that had 
been weakened in A~am, and to this was attached the 
external seed of the flesh, but so that they did not mix: 
with each other, neither were they separated; but they 

. were relatively to each other like God, who dwells in 
the world, while the world nevertheless is not God." 
(Stiefel, ii. 204.) 

" Christ did not by means of His external body pro
duce sin and dishonour. No, this cannot be; but H~ 
has taken upon Himself as a burden the sin which 
we have inherited from Adam, and which He was to 
carry as if He were Adam, while He still--;;;-i;'~ 
Adam." (Stiefel, ii. 499.) 

" Christ did not take upon Himself the awakened and 
conceived vanity (selfishness) which the devil introduced 
into the flesh by means of his imagination, and which 
caused the flesh to sin; but He took the awakened 
forms of life (principles) which from a state of harmony 
had issued, each one in its own desire, Therein He 
took -upon Himself our sin and disease, ~nd death and 
hell; but only for the purpose of tinctll,ring them by 
His love, by means of His celestial blood which He had 
poured into our external human nature, a~d this was to 
change hell into heaven, and to illtroduc~ the human 
qualities again into divine harmony." CRegeneration, 
iii. I I.) , 
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Still less has the. innermost essence of the Lord, the 
eternal Word, ever mingled with His terrestrial body t- it 
did not even mingle with His human soul.1 

.. God has become revealed within the external seed 
(principle) of Mary, for Christ did not diffet: while upon 
the earth from other human beings in form, substance, 
or external appearanc~. In that e~ternal seed He did 
not take up divinity; His external form was mortal, and 
He annihilated death therein." (Stu/d, ii. 2'03.) 

" Christ truly attracted to Himself our human essences 
while in the body of the virgin Mary, and He has be
come our brother (thereby). B,it the htnan ei3sences 
cannot apprehend His eternal <livinity; 'only the new 
man, born in God, conceives of it as'tne body apprehends 
of the'soul" (Three Principles, xxii. 48.) 

"The soul and the Word are not one or one being. 
The soul is born from the centre ,of nature, from the 
essences, and belongs to the body, for she issues from 
the essences of the body, and attracts to herself the 
body; but the Word is from the centre of the majest~·, 
and draws the majesty unto itself." (Threefold Life, 
vi. 83.) 

The Word and the soul are not standing separately 
side by side, but the latter is penetrated and illumined 
by the former.2 

1 The divine spirit, i.e., the spi~itual consciousness of each 9r any indi
vidual person upon this earth, never was, is, or will be imprisoned, incar
nated or reincarnated, or absorblld in any material mind or person. It 
for ever remains in heaven, i.e., in its own celestial state. The mind and 
the body are merely reflections of the light of the spirit as it shines into 
.. matter." The true Man is in heaven; his shadow walks upon the earth. 

S Whenever I speak of the man Christ, and of wh~t a triune God and 
man He is, I make a distinction between the human creature, that came 
from us human beings, and the triune Divinity, the revealed word of the 
power and omnipotence. Not that they are separated from each other, 
but the Spirit of God is higher than the being to which that Spirit gives 
birth in its outbreathed word. I do not say that the sweet and beloved 
Christ is tlle ~an, b~t it is the holy sunshine in the flame of love in the 
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"The soul and the Word are not standing side by 
side ~ike two persons, but the Word penetrates the soul, 
and out of the Word shines the life-light; whereby, 
however, the soul remains free to herself. A red-hot 
iron is in itself dark and black, but the fire penetrates it, 
so that it becomes luminous. There has no change hap
pened to the iron itself; it remains iron and the heat 
remains heat; one is as free as the other, and neither 
one is the other. Thus has the soul been put into the 
fire of divinity, so that divinity may penetrate and 
illuminate the soul, and dwell therein and conceive of 
her, although the soul cannot conceive of divinity; never
theless she does not become transformed. Diyinity con
ceives the soul and endows her with the power- of 
majesty." (Three/old Li/e, vi 83.) 

Christ did not become human merely within the virgin 
Mary, but also in an unlimited celestial manner. 

"While Christ lived upon the earth His external form 
was limited like our own bodies, but the internal man 
was immeasurable.". (Three Principles, xxiv. 88.) 

" The Word has become humanity everJwh~re; that is 
to say, everywhere became unfolded the divine substan
tiality wherein our eternal humanity exists. We ought 
to exist in the same corporeal substantiality in eternity, 
wherein exists the virgin of God, and we must clothe 

, ourselves with the virgin, for Christ has clothed Himself 
with her." (Menschwe-rdung, i. 8, 12.) 

"The whole angelic world is the SUbstantiality of 
qhri~_ acco~4ing to His celestial essentiality, '~rea~d' 
in -regard to the personality of humanity, but outside.of 
it is uncreated and·eternal." - (Letters, xii. 56.) . 

The celestial and unlimited corporeity of our Re
deemer is incomprehensible to the reasoning intellect; 

man; for whenever I see a holy Christian man stand or walk I do not say. 
"Here stands or walks Chnst;" but I say, "Here stands and walks a 
Christian man in whom shiDes the SUD oj Christ." (Stiif, 421.) 
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but it is nevertheless logical to accept it, because in 
Christ the infinite God became man.1 

" Reason says: • The body of Christ is in one place; . 
how then can it be everywhere? It is a creature, and 

eannot be in Ht once.' Bu~ 

t~eason. • When God became 
in the body of then not alsn 
elme) high aboetl While it Wa'5 

,,~"""'" Vias it then not emealem and every~ 
where 1 Or do you think that God, while He became a 
man, had been confined to His human form l' This is 
an impossibility, and thus, while God became man, His 
humanity was everywhere where His divinity existed." 2 

(Three Principles, xxiii. 8.) 
not become the body of the 

if His divinitv 
imprisoned, oe 
the fulness of 

in one little has God 
moved in only one small portion (of I;he hYord); for He is 
not differentiated, but everywhere one and a whole, and 
wherever He becomes manifest there He is manifest as 
a whole. Neither is God measurable, and there has 110 

place of residence been discovered in Him, uuless He 
should establish for Himself such a dwelling in one of 

but even then a whole apart 
such a (Menschwer~ 

n;epect Christ lihened to the sun, 
who is also immeasurable' in his aspect as a power, but 
which is nevertheless existing as a separate body in 
space. 

"We may cOmpare the sun to Christ in His aspect as 

"",."'",,, and nevertheless tt"t of a god. 
like imagining thy" a tree was d wellint 
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a created being, and the whole depth of space may be 
compared to the Father. If we then see that the sun 
shines within the whole depth of space, and sends his 
heat and power everywhere, we cannot then say that 
within the depth the power and light of the sun is 
nowhere outside of the body of the sun; for if the light 
and substance of the sun were not everywhere, space could 
not receive the power and light of the sun. It requires 
two powers or principles of a similar nature to be recep
tive of each other. The depth (of space) contains its 
light, but hidden (latent). If it were the will of God, 
the whole depth would aU be sun." (Menschwerdttng, 
i. 8.) 

"As the sun shines through all the external world, 
causing everything to become more powerful and fertile, 
and as nevertheless the world and the sun are (in their 
corporeal centres) to be distinguished from each other, 
so Christ, as a manifested Sun, shines out of (the depth 
of) Jehovah or Jesus, in the created humanity of Christ. 
Jehovah is the eternal divine Sun, and within that 
Sun has been hidden to all creatures the great Love
Sun of Christ, as a heart in the centre of the Holy Trinity; 
but by the moving of the Godhead He has become revealed 
as A. holy Sun of divine love." (Stiefel, ii. 422.) 

"The sun illumines the world; but this would not be 
possible if there were not within the depth a similar state 
of being as that which constitutes the sun. LiKewise 
the corporeity of Christ is aU the fulness of the heavens, 
as a created being in the person and without the person; 
but (both) exist in one spirit and one power as one, and 
not in a state of duality or as two things separated 
from each other." (Tilk. ii. 251.) 1 

This unlimited, celestial (state of) being of the Re
deemer is nevertheless lower than the Godhead. 

"When the Word enters into the one pure element, 
1 The universal life and the individual life are only one principle. 
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the virginal matrix, it does not become separated from the 
Father, but remains eternally, and is everywhere present 
in the heaven of the element wherein it entered, and 
w herein it has become a new creature, called a 'god.' 
This very new creature is naturally not born from the 
flesh and blood of the (physical) virgin, but of God, out 
of His element (the celestial virgin), and in the power 
of the Holy Trinity,' wt1ch remains therein eternally in 
its fulness. But the !l~!"eity 9~ the element ,of tha~ 
c!~!lte<! being is lower than the Godhead, for the Godhead 
is spirit, and the holy element is born out of the Word 
from eternity. ' Thus the Lord has entered into the ser
vant, whereof all the angels in heaven are filled with sur
prise. It, is the greatest miracle that has occurred from 
~~ eternity, because it is against (human) nature, and 
could only have been accomplished by divine love." 
(Three Principles, xviii. 42.) 1 

1 . " You must not seek for any historical knowledge in our writings. It 
is not possible to see God with earthly eyes, and therefore it is impoB8ible 
for an unillumined mind to comprehend heavenly thonghts and perceptions 
in its terrestrial vehicle. Like can be grasped only by like." (Prine • 
..d.ppendiz, 30.) . 

Q 

,; 
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CHAPTER XII. 

REDEMPTION. 

II God lives also in man. Therefore if we are but seeking and loving our 
own (true) self, we then love God. That which we do to each other 
we are doing to God. He who seeks and finds his brother and sister 
has sought and found God. We are in Him all one body with many 
members, each of which has its own functions." (Threefold Life, 
xi. 106.) 

IT was the will of God, by means of becoming Himself 
human, to reinstate man, who in consequence of his sin 
had become degenerated into an earthly being, into the 
glorious state in which he had been created originally. 

As this statement, on account of the old theological 
ideas which it is liable to awaken in the mind, will pro
bably be misunderstood, we will attempt to express its 
meaning in different terms."/... God, the will of eternal 
wisdom, willed that His wisdom should become manifest 
in a human form, because the universal man, having be
come absorbed by the attractions of the sensual plane, had 
lost that divine state of consciousness which renders pos
sible the perception of divine truth. As it is only the 
truth in man that can know universal truth, and as this 
principle of truth had become inactive in him, it was 
necessary that the Christ (the Truth, the Life, and the 
Light) should become active in him, and by rendering 
man truthful, self-conscious, and living within the light, . 
reinstate him in his former position which he occupied 
in the macrocosmos before he sank into materiality and 
degradationl • 

1 If we take of the history of redemption the ordinary theological view, 
and regard it as the work of an extracosmic God, getting offended and 

Ii42 
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.. The spirit of this world has captured the body 1 and 
rendered it earthly, so as to cause body and Boul to be 
corrupted. Thus we are no longer in possession of the 
pure element necessary for the formation of a (pure) body, 
but an outgrowth oC the four elements in combination 
with the influence of the stars. This body does not be
long unto the Godhead. God does not unfold Himself 
within an unclean body, but only in holy (regenerated, 
interior) -I!l.an, iIi the pure image which He created in the 
beginning. There was then. nothing else to be dorie than 
to -regenerate that image by means of the heart and light 
of God." (Three Principles, xxiii. 2 I. ) -

--"Man must again go out of the spirit of the planets 
and elements and enter into a Dew birth, into the life of 
God. This the soul cannot accomplish by her own power, . 
and therefore the life of God out of love and mercy camel 
to us into the flesh and took our human soul again unto 
itself, into the divine life, into the power of the light; so 
that in this life we may enter into a new birth and pene
trate unto God." (Threefold Life, i, 17.) 

"To the human spirit (as such) it was impossible to I 

issue from the torment of anguish and enter into the! 
region of heaven, and therefore God had to come again 
into humanity and aid the human spirit in bursting the I 
doors of the darkness, so that it may enter within them 
(clothed) in divine power." \I (Threefold Life, xxi. 2 I.) 
angry, and becoming reconciled by having hiB enn killed by man, it be
comes at once absurd and incredible; but if we look at it in its true light, 
namely, as an allegory describing an intracosmic prooeas going on in the 
body of macrocoswic and microcosmic man, it then becomes intelligible. 
It was not an outside deity, but the divine will, active within the heart of 
humanity, that willed that humanity should be saved by the awakening of 

. the divine will in man, and the same process takes place even now in 
the organism of enry individual on entering from spiritual darkness into 
light. 

1 The term" body," as a matter of course, does not refer to the visible 
form of earth, which is merely an instrument for its inner inhabitant, 
but to that principle of which that form is an external expression. 

S In other words, there is no other way of restoring the order except by 
means of its restoration. 
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I "Christ' __ came for the purpose of healing the injury 
. WEi~!!!_ha~_ suffered when he died relatively to the 

celestial kingdom.--re-came to awaken the inner man 
who had disappeare«(JnAdam, and to regenerate himin 

i His power, and to bruise for ever the serpent's head of 
I wrath and falsehood, (that is to say) to kill the (selfish) 

terrestrial ~Ul." (Stiefel, ii. 168.) 

To effect this reconstitution the direct action of God 
upon humanity would not have been sufficient. With
out the incarnation a real union of God and man, and 
a resurrection of the latter from death, would not have 
been possible. l 

"It was the will of God to transmute humanity, after 
it had become earthly, again into the celestial quality, to 
t~ the_human _~a~h (material element) ~to hea~~n, to 
make out of the four elements only one, and to transform 
theW1!1>th~f God in human quality bito love.---But the 
wrath of God,- ha.ving become ignited in man,-was a power 
of fire and fury, to resist which, and to transform it into 
tQ!!h ~twas necessary that love itself should enter into 
tp~_ ~atlL a!l~ surrender itself wholly to it. It was 
not enough for that purpose that God should remain 
in heaven (in His own divine self-consciousness), and 
look lovingly down upon humanity. This would not 
have subdued the power of the fury and wrath, neither 
would they have entered into a state of love." (Signature, 
xi. 7.) 

"In thehollness of God the human essence could not 
have been conceived without the presence of an appro
priate medium; the will was separated from it. There
fore God became man, so that He might endow or bless 
humanity with His divinity, and that He may become 
conceivable to us." (Baptism, ii. 36.) 

1 If the light shinel merely upon the Burface, it then does Dot penetrate 
into the depths. The will had to become active within the flesh. This 
divine will is love, which il substantial and not & mere dream. 
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REDEMPTION. 

"Before tIle incarnation took place, the Word could 
redeem the soul, so that she could stand the test before 
the Father in the fire; but not (the test) in the love 
and delight before the light of the Holy Trinity. A 
rising from the tomb was not thus to be accomplished. 
If man was to be_ raised from the tomb, the Word had 
first to bec~me·man." 1 (Three Principles, xvi. 35.) 

"The pioua--have clothed themselves in Christ before \ 
His incarnation in the covenant of promise, not in sub- ~ 
stance, but merely in power; not in the flesh, but merely J 
in the spirit." (Stiefel, ii. 442.) 

In consequence of sin the power of death had become 
a ruler, and therefore the Redeemer entered Himself into 
death for the purpose of conquering it, and to obtain for 
us again the fulness of divine life.2 

" In consequence of the sin th~re was no salvation for 
man; if the eternal Word and heart of God 4.ad not 
become human and entered into the third principle-:- into 
the human flesh and blood, taking upon itself (the -state 
of) a human soul, and entering into the death of the des- + 
titute soul, whereby it could take away from death its 
power and from hell its terrible sting, and thus conduct 
the soul out of death and redeem her from hell." (Three-
fold Life, viii. 39.) 

" Adam's soul had turned from God and died relatively 
to the essentiality of the light. Thus the second Adam 
brought the soul again into. the fire, i.e., into the foun
tain ot~rath, and ignited again the light in death. Then 
shone the- Hght again into the darkness, and death died 
itself, and for the wrath or hell there was created a 
EI~g~~" (Tilk. i. 5 13·) 

1 The tombs from which man must arise are error, passions, and 
temptations. 

I The light could not have redeemed the darkness in any other way 
than by entering therein; neither could anything entirely spiritUal and 
unsubstantial have acted upon matter. 
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" As we had gone out from the freedom of the angelic 
world and entered into the dark torture, therefore the 
power and the word of the light became man, and led 
us out of the darkness and through death in the fire 
into the freedom of divine lire, into the divine essen
tiality. Therefore Christ had to die and to enter into 
the divine essentiality' through hell and through the 
wrath of eternal nature, and to open a road for our 
soul through death and through the wrath, on which 
we may enter with Him by means of death into divine 
lire." (Men8chwerdung, i. 3, 7.) 

.. When the two kingdoms, the wrath of God and the 
love of God, were battling with each other, then appeared 
Christ as the hero. He willingly surrendered Himself to 
the wrath (to the suffering caused by the lower princjples 
that had been awakened to consciousness in conse~e 

. 'Of the sin), and He extinguished it by His love. He came 
from God into this world and took our soul into Himself, 
so that He might take us out of the earthly state into 
Himself and lead us thus into God. He regenerated us 
within Himself, so that we would become capable of living 
again in God, and that we should put our will into Him. 
In Him He led us to the Father, into our first home: 
that is to say, into the Paradise which Adam had left." 
(Men8chwerdung, i. I I. 6.) 

.. The Word took our own flesh and blood into the 
, divine essentiality, and broke the power which held us 

imprisoned in the wrath of death and fury. It broke that 
power on the Cross j that is to say, in the centre of nature 
~ foUoPth natural form, whose symbol is the CMu), and 
ignited again in our soul (that had become dark) the 
burning white light-fire." (Menschwerdung, ii. 6, 9.) 

,:' Christ sacrificed our human image to the wrath of 
His Fat!ie!', to be-swallowed up in death, and introdll~~~ 
Hi~ life into death; but He manifested His love in that 
life -which death-had devoured, and thus He brought. 
that life out of death by means of His loye (with which 

.. " .. 
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it had become one and immortal). As a seed sown into 
the earth must die (as such and relatively to its form) 
within the earth, and as by means of this dying a new 
body grows, _ so the corrupted body of Adam had to be 
sacrificed to deathaUd to the wrath, and out of the 
death a;(-:WrathTssued the body of the love of God." 
(Mysterium, xxviii. 17.) 

The conquest of the power of death took place, in a 
certain sense, already at the time of the overcoming of 
the temptation of the Redeemer; which, like that of Adam, 
was caused by the envy of the devil, but in which the 
devil was conquered by the Lord.1 

" Adam was to ttl.ke possession of the kingly throne of 
Lucifer, because the latter had turned away from God. 
From this results the great envy and the spite of the devil 
against mankind. From this also originates the tempta
tion of Christ in the wilderness, because Christ was to 
take possession of the throne which the devil claimed, to 
break his power, and to become his judge who was to 
reject him eternally." (Grace, vi. 13.) 

"All that which had seduced Adam, and wherein he 
became imprisoned as in the death of darkness, was offered 
to the Saviour at the time of temptation." (Signature, 
vii 46.) 

"The temptation is the hard fight in the garden of 
Eden, ill which Adam fell; but the new warrior came out 
of it victorious, and r~_~aJ~ed conqueror." (Three Prin
ciples, xii. 9 I .) -

"When Christ withstood the temptation in the place 
of Adam, then the newly introduced celestial Ens broke 
the sword in the death of the external body of Christ, and 
by means of the holy substan~e it brought the extern.al 

. body, which He had tak~n _ up in Mary and out of her 
------ ~ -

I Little would it benefit ma.n to believe that another person overcame 
his tenlptationB, while be himielf woWd 8uccumb to hi8 own. He who 
conquer8 that which is mortal in him conquers death. 
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seed, thr~n!l~h that 8wor.d of the wrath and into the holy 
state. In this very power the external bod]' bec~~e 
raised fro~ the dea~, and conquered both death and the 
fiery sword." (Mysterium, xxiv. 24.) -- ----

The first factor in the temptation was that Christ was 
requested to take earthly food instead of celestial nutri
ment, and that He should thereby gratify the desire of 
His body.l 

" After the Spirit of God had led Christ into the wil
derness, tben was the devil permitted to approach Him 
in the kingdom of wrath and to tempt the second Adam 
as he bad tempted the first one. There was then no 
earthly food or drink, and the soul of Christ knew very 
well that she was in God, and that she could make terres
trial bread out of stones, as there was no other bread 
there. But she did not desire to eat with her celestial 
body terrestrial but celestial bread, and to leave the ter
restrial body to it~ hunger, because the divinity-In Christ 
said, 'Eat of the word of the Lord and you will issue from 
the earthly man and rest in the kingdom of heaven; live 
in the new man, and then the old one will be dead 'for 
the sake of the new.' However, the devil spoke to the 
soul: 'Thy earthly body is hungry, and as there is no 
bread, therefore" Jllake thou bread out of stones.' 'l'hen .. 

1 The first temptation which meets everyone on the road to regeneration 
is the hunger of the lower qualities in him. . 

"The first cause of real temptation is the transcendent abundant love 
of God. The human will refuses to submit itself entirely to the exquisite 
grace which offers itself out of divine love, and seeks for its own self and 
for the love of that self which belongs to that which is impermanent. 
It loves itself and the state of this world better than God. Here man 
is tetnpted by his own nature, which in her centre stands outside of the 
love of God, in anguish, combativene88, and dissension, and in which the 
devil puts his perverted desires for the purpose of leading man away 
from the sublime grace and love of ~,·rr· II the dragon within tbe 
Boul turns its eyes in vanity towal ~ .. : I, . 1ld shows to her the glory 
and beauty of this world, and d •. :: , '. i, c .. \Be she desires to become 
another creature. He puts beford " r :. : '.~." In wherein she exists and 
wherein she has her foundation."! .' :: . '\ ,r. r 

1- ~ 
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the strong soul in Christ stood there as a warrior and 
said, 'Man lives not alone of bread, but of each word that 
passes through the mouth of God. Thus he rejected the 
terrestrial bread and life, and put his imagination into 
the word of God and ate of it. Then was the soul alive 
in the kingdom of heaven, but the body like one dead;' 
that is to say, it became the senant of heaven and lost 
its powerful rule (over the soul)." (Three Principles, xxii. 

'100-105·) 

Furthermore, the devil thought of turning the Redeemer 
away from the divine will by exciting the spirit of vanity.l 

"After the soul of Christ had received the heavenly 
bread, it was to be seen whether she would now arise in 
the power of the fire of vanity, or, full of humility, behold 
only the heart and the will of God, and surrendering her
self to it, become an angel of meekness. Herein is seen 
the cunning of the devil, because he quotes the Scripture 
and says, "J.1he angels will carry him upon their hands.' 
This passage has been misapplied, because it did not refer 
to the physical body, but to the soul. This he wanted to 
introduce into pride, so that it should rely upon being 
carried by the angels; but the Redeemer said, ' It is also 
written, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.' Thus 
he overcame the pride of the devil an~·lntered into the 
humility and love of His celestial Father." (Three. Prin-
ciples, xxii. 108.) , 

1 The second temptation for the regenerated is spiritual pride • 
.. The second temptation is, that the soul, after baving ,tasted of diviue 

love, and baving once been illumined, desires to bave that light in her 
possession, and to act tberein in ber own power. The fiery nature of the' 
soul ought to be transformed into a love-fire, and sbe ought to give up her 
natural right. This she does not like to do, but 'looks about, prefers to 
see herself in her own power, which she, however, does not find. Then 
the soul begins to doubt the power of grace, for she sees that she has to 
desert therein her natural desire and will She then trembles, and will 
not sacrifice to the divine will the rights conferred upon her by nature 
and die in the divine will; and she imagines the light of grace, which 
acts without RUch a fierce power, to be a false ligbt." (Letter., xliii.) 

, 
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250 THE DOCTRINES OF JACOB BOEHME. 

Finally, he offered to the Saviour the rule over the ex
ternal world; but the Lord did not accept it from the 
hands of .the devil, but from His celestial Father.1 

.. After the devil had thus failed twice, he came for
ward with the last powerful temptation (saying) that 
he would give to Him the whole world if He would fall 
down and worship him. Adam already had been anxious 
to come into possession of this world, and he wanted to 

I make it his own; but in doing so he departed from God, 
. and became himself captured by the spirit of this world. 

Now the second Ada.m had to submit to this tempta
tion of the first Adam. It was to be tried whether the 
'soul would remain within the new, holy, and celestial 
man, and live in the grace of God or in the spirit of this 

• world. But the soul of Christ said to the devil, 'Depart 
from me, Satan I for it is written, Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and serve Him alone!' Thus the 
valiant warrior conquered, and the devil had to depart; 
and thus all that is earthly has been overcome by the 
Christ. Now the Lord is higher than the mOOn,2 and 
takes all the power in heaven and hell, and is Master 
over death and life. He now began His sacerdotal king
dom with signs and miracles. He changed water into 
wine, made whole the sick, the blind seeing, and enabled 
the lame to walk, and even awakened the dead to life. 
He now sat in the chair of David, and was the true 
prlestin the order of Melchisedec." (Three princiPiis, 
xxii. 3.) 

But the victory which the Redeemer had gained over 
Satan at the time of the temptation could not be sufficient 
for the purpose of the redemption of mankind. To that 

(

lIn the regenerating man the third temptation is, that the Boul thinks 
of employing the spiritual powers which she has acquired for purposes 
which are not divine, namely, for awakening the sourcive spirits <if the 

• lower qualities, and thus of raising her head higher than God, as was the 
case with Lucifer. 

2 The SUD of wisdom is higher than the moon of imagination. 
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r',YCnTHOTO transmutatiGTI, the (bodily) 
Nord, had to tal\G 

Ohrist was born 
man; but thhs 

worlds were to wrestle with each other. Therefore came 
the temptation, and as the divine world conquered, t.1Ie 
gr~~,.t~o~d~rs (sf the spiritual WMWj becam~_ r.ev~aled in 
the~~t~rJ:!al human world. All this, however, could still 
not be sufficient, because the human quality was still 

selfhood within thG 
HEe human. st~te 

tl'tmsmuted into thG and for that 
other way than¥Hz.me of Jesus hi 

find celestial would give itself 
wholly to be devoured by the wrath. Thus the Son was 
obedient to the wrathful Father, even unto the death OIl 
the Cross." (Signature, ii. 12-17.) 

The physical death as well as the temptation of the 
W,iS caused by that purposo 

animosity of and clerical 
·-c-.·-,.~u. the Lord. 

love and Son of 
come to save trom sin. Tho 

then thought that he would lose his kingdom, and 
the authorities thought, 'If this is a king and SOIl of God, 
our supremacy will be at an end;' while the clergy said 
to themselves, 'He is much too insignificant for us j we 
want a Messiah who will give us temporal power and 

indh-idual man thil. mc_c'c_m'" the temptations on 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, salvation; for a, ""_,,ion is not sufficie"t 

of evil exists, it 
the battle, when 

icg"in. Final safety 
"il is torn out of th" 

,,,ic'rn way of expressins% When the discipln 
"""""pied" Chela," his evil to assert itself. In 

other words, the awakening of a new life in an organism stimulates also 
the lower qualities therein, whether it be a man, a people, or a whole 
world. . 
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glory; one who will make us rich in the world and give 
us high places in society, so that we shall have all the 
honour of this world. This man we will not have; He is 
far too poor for us, and if we were to follow Him we 
might lose the favour of the mundane authorities. We 
will remain in our glory and power, and do away with 
this king of beggars and with His kingdom of love.''' 
(Signature, x. 78.) 

,I,,: 1 ': By means of His corporeal death, the wrath, or that 
\j ~ which was in antagonism to celestial magnificence, was to 
\J \...:> be taken away from the external being of the Redeemer.1 

'\..1 'J "The human re-life xists in the blood a d therein 
: «~~d Theref~~~~!!~~her kind_QL12lood, 

", /' o~~ _~~ ,~~rIl, fr(),1!! ~he love-essence of <.l~~ !tad ~ 
be ~ro!!£~!_~i~h!_n the _wrathful human blood. Bo~~,_how
ever, had to ,enter-~o~~~~.into the wrath of death,,~~~ 

, thus the wrath of God had to be' extinguished in the 
l - -- -; . ~ -

! divine, hlo.od. Therefore external human nature had to 
dl~ in Christ, so as to~xi8t no longer in the quaii~f 
the wrath ;80 that the power of the celestial blood, 
nameiy, the speaking, }Yord; may alone live in 'external 

, human nature, ancerule in its own divine power)!!. ex-
I tarnal' and internal man; that is to say, that the sense of 

the I (t8e selfishness OI'-illusion oi.isolation and 8efl6rate
_) cease to exist in humanity; that the Spirit of G:.~d 
should be--all in all, and the personality Q,nlr His i!lstr~.:. 
~t livi~ ~humility." (Signature, Ii. 10.)- -

. ,'" In the external flesh of the Redeemer was contained 
I (the evil part which came to the surface in Adam when 
l he died relatively to God. Now this evil product was to 

be received again within the love of God, as Isaiah said 
of Christ, 'He took all our sins upon Him.' Now the 
cursed Adam was hanging at the Cross as a curse, but 
Christ redeemed him by His i~ocently suffering pain 

1 When that which is mortal in man dies, that which is immortal in 
him qlturns to freedom. 
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and shedding of blood Adam's bQdy died on the Cross, 
and Christ, born of Jesus and the sanctified seed of the 
~olP~ tinctured (blessed) him with His dear blood <?! 
~" (Stiefel, ii. 494.) 

" The inner man Christ took our sins upon Him, and 
lefUEe_ body; whereon He had laid the curse of Go~, 
hang!llg. at the Cross as a curse of God. Thus He died, 
and in His death He spilt His blood, the blood of the 
liory;;.~~into the essence of the ex~ernal man, wherein 
death resided But when this holy blood entered into 
death (with the external essence), then became death 
terrified at this holy life, and the wrath became terrified 
by the love, and went 'down into its own poison, as if ; 
killed or annihilated." (Stiefel, ii. 205.) I 

By means of this spiritual death the Lord was to 
sacrifice entirely to His celestial Father not only the 
human self-will (this having been already accomplished 
at the temptation), but also His holy 10ve-wilI.l 

" When the speaking Word of God in human qulility 
arrested itself in the Redeemer, then the essentiality 
which had died in Adam, but became alive again in the 
Christ, called out together with the soul, 'My God I my 
God i why hast Thou forsaken· me?' This means that 
the wrath of God had entered through the quality_of 
the soul into the image of the divine essentiality, an~ it 
had absorbed within itself the image of God, because it 
was this image that was to bruise within the fiery so~l 
the head of the wrath of God, and to ·changeits fiery 

1 Thus every one should sacrifice to God all of his actions, his 
thoughts, and will; he should not do anything out of his own power, but 
out of the power of God (after. he once knows that power). .As the . 
physical body, except in a state of disease (such as spasms, epilepsy, &0.), 
does not perform any motions except such as originate in the will of the 
person, likewise the regenerated acts only 8S he is made to act by the God 
in him. Mortal and sinful man CBDnot perform anything really good by 
his own power; to attempt it would be a presumption and arrogance; 
for all that is good belongs to God; man is merely an instrument for 
divine power. . 
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power into the eternal sun-life. As a candle dies in the 
bnrning, and as from thls dying issues light and power, 
so out of the dying and death of Christ there was _10 
~tise the eternal divine sun in human quali~y. Thus 
th~ __ was _to die in this Ct\se_ Il{)~ ~I?-!r- ~he __ ~eJfhQ2.d..J)f 
h.!!.IDap._.ql!~J4~y, i.e., t~e self~~ill of the soul relatively to 
(its desire to) live in the power of the fire, and to be lost 
in the image of love, but ,th~s very image ott love had!o 
enter itself into the wrath of death, so that all would 
sink, do-wn i~ _ death, and by means of d'eath and perfe~t 
liumilitL Jmd in the wilf and mercy of God-, become 
r'8.18;<1- -again in -paradi~iacal substantiality, so thatthe 
Spirit 'of God might be all in all.'" (Signatu:;:e,- xi:-S].) 

In consequence of this sacrifice of the whole of His 
will, the human soul-life of the Redeemer did not become 
annihilated, but it entered thereby entirely into the divine 
will.1 

"The humanity of Christ gave itself up as a sacrifice 
to the wrath of the Father, entering entirely into His fire
essence; but the love-spirit of God defeated the wrathful 
essence of the fire, so that it could not consume humanity 
(the human quality). It merely took away from humanity 
its self-will, and brought it -agaJii'into the first uQiversal 
#/!h--Wher;rrom the will was (originally) given to man. 

us that same will came again into the will of the Father 
as into its first root (fountain or origin)." (Mysterium, 
xxxix. 24.) 

"The doctrine that Christ died a natural death in His 
human quality must not be understood as if meaning that 
His created soul had died, and still less that He had 
perished in His aspect as a divine being, or relatively to 
His celestial essentiality and celestial tincture. l!.e _~~l'y 
dieq ,relatively to His self.hood, i.e., rel~~~_!.~ll_ to the will 

1 If the self-will ia entirely sacrificed to the divine will in man, then 
doea man'a will not; thereby become annihilated, but is itself rendered 
divine. 

Digitized by Coogle 



REDEMPTION. 255 

and regimen of t~_ex:ternal world which ruled in man. 
He dle(Crel8.iively to the self-wlll and to the self-poweIs_ 
of the created seIrhood. All this He gave up entirely 
into the Father's hands as being the end of nature, the 
great mystery of ihe Father; but not so that it should be 
dead, but so that the Spirit of God_~~Q!!!~, b~,jh.~~!ll 
~& and the divine regimen exist in the personality 
of Christ." (Signature, xii I.) 

Neither did the external being of the Redeemer become 
lost by His corporeal death, but it entered thereby into 
its true and exalted substantiality.l 

"When Christ died He did n~t_ thro~ away th~ bp.d'y 
which had been in His possessIon while upon the earth, or 
left it to be consumed by the four elements, thus keeping 
(or taking up) a body entirely foreign (to the terrestrial 
form) ; but He merely laid aside the sufferi~g (_ sliW'
.aM IIIIBlSil nails)' of this world, and clothed Himself ill 
immo~lity, so that 'His body' might Bve in divine PoW~!, 
and not in the spirit of this world." (Three Principles, 
xXv. 53.) 

"Christ assumed indeed earthly substance, but in His 
death-that is to say, as He overcame death-the divine 
b~I!S __ c!lused the earthly state W disappear and took away. 
from it ~i~ supremacy. Not that Christ had laid aside 
somet1ilng (which He did not), but so that t~ externa~ 
being was co.~gue!:.ed and, s.?.~.~~.~~, __ ?~~." 
(lilensckwerdung, i. 8, 1 I.) 

"Th~ true essentiality in Christ did not take away the 
e~rthlI consciousness, but entered into the latter as its 
lord and conqueror. The true life was to be led first 

1 However gratifying it may be for the curious seeker in history to 
know whether or when such an event has actually occurred in the history 
of the Jewish nation, such a historical belief would be of litLle benefit to 
him if he co~d not realise within his own inner conaciou8Dp.88 that the 
death of his mortal nature ClIoIIJlotcause anylo8s to that which is immortal 
in him. 
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I into death and the wrath cif. God. This took place on 
the Cross, on which occasion death became destroyed 
and tpe wrath imprisonetL and extinguished by love, and 
thus conquered." (Menschwerdung, ix. 16.) 

" When Jesus broke up death in tfii&) humanity and 
took away the sense of self, He did then not throw 
away the human quality wherein dwelt death and the 
wrath of God, but He now accepted them to the fullest 
extent; that is to say, He only now took the _e~~rnal 
realm "Within the interior one." (Signature, xi. 4 I.) 
- "The 'external active and feeling life, wherein the wrath 
of God was burning, died, but not in such a way that it 
would have become a nothing, but it descended into nothing; 

1 that is to say, in this case, i~to the will.of _<!od,' intoHis 
~ing and feelin~. Thereby it became free of the will of 
the external wor d, which will is evil and good, and it 
lived no longer within the world and the constellations 
with the four elements, but after the nature of the Father 
and within the pure and di;Ine element. Thus the true" , ! 
human life came toOOcupy- agaiilthe positIon -which 
had been lost by Adam, and entered again into Paradise." 
(Signature, xii. 5.) . --:-.-

The earthly being of the Redeemer was sanctified by 
His celestial blood, and thereby it was prepared for the 
resurrection.1 

"When Christ poured out His celestial blood, then 
the fiery desire kindl~d in humanity became tra.n.3..(ormed 
into a..1ove-desire, and out of the anguish. of death t!!ere 
was born a jOl. and strength of divine power." . (Sigiw.-

. ture, xi. 5.) .. . 

(
"When the Son of God poured out His holy blood 

in Christ, the!-l did the poison ~?! the wrrillt inJdam's 

1 The earthly body is those elelllenta in the terrestrial man the ulti
mate expression of which is his visible form. 

"There are two beings (natures) in man. The spirit-life is directed 
inwardly, and the natural life acta in an outward direction." (Ttzt. v. I.) 
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flesh, soul, and spirit, which He took upon Himself, 
b'ecome -sanctified ana transformed into love. Thus the 
enmity ceaSed then and there, and God became Immanuel; 
that is to say, man with God and God with man. Then 
the flesh of Ada. became tinctured and prepared for 
the resurrection." 1 (Stie/el, ii. 209.) 

By the power of the glorification at which the Redeemer 
arrived through His entering into death He overcame the 
power of hell, so that now the life again issued from death.2 

" It is erroneous to suppose that the soul of Christ had 
leCt the body and had travelled down to hell, and that it . 
had there, in divine power, attacked the devils and bound I' 
them with chains, and thus destroyed hell. It is rather 
to be understood that at the moment at which Christ laid i 

off the kingdom of this world His soul entered into death I 

and the\Vrll.th of God, and thus was the wrath reconciled I· 

inlove. Thus the devils and all the godless souls in the 
---- - -, '" -. , - ' I 
wrath were iinprisoned within themselv~s, a~d death was I 
broken up; but the life sprang forth through death." I 
(Three Principles, xxv. 76.) , ) 

"Death was wrestling with the external (liCe of) man, 
and thought that now the soul would have to remain in 
the Turba; but there was a stronger power within the 
soul, namely, the Word of God. This Word captured death 
and- destroyed it, and extinguished the wrath. It was a 
great poilton to hell when the light entered within it, and
thus the Spirit of Christ imprisoned the devil, apd led 
him out of the soul-fire into the darkness, arid locked him I 

up in the darkness. in wrathCul harshness and bittemess!' 
(Forty Questions, xxxvii. 13-15.) . 

1 The "flesh of Adam" is as invisible to us as the spiritual body 
of Christ. That which we see 'with our external eyes is merely an 
appearance. 

I Whenever the light of Christ in the soul of man penetrates within 
. the interior foundation of his fiery will, then is that will changed into 
sweet love, and the soul enters into freed0l!! from the bondage of self. 

R 
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Ie By the power of the celestial tincture God ignited 
. the fire that had become dark within the essence of the 
; soul, so that henceforth that fire began to burn in white, 
I clear, and majestic power, in light and glory, and thus 
, ·the wrath of God became extinguished in the essence of 

the soul and was made into love." (Tilk. ii. 259.) 
"T~soul of ChrisLcame with the light of God into 

the wrath, and _th.e.~ __ ~~~.~~~p:s .. ~!e~~l~?; f~r the light 
imprisoned the wrath, so that it became a paradise, 
~~ !.ra!.h."!~J!l~ned '"in hell. The ligh.t closed ip 
the pl'inciple-of hell, so th!1~_.!!..~ .. ~evil i~.p~~itted to show 
himself in the light. He is also blina relatively to it, and 
the li~ht is his terror and shame."·-(TIi~ee- Principles, 
,. ----------- -----

xxv. 79.) 

Thus, in consequence of the bodily death of Christ, the 
holy ones of olden times who had longed for His coming 
attained resurrection.l 

"The holy ones, having put their faith into the Mes
siah, received now the pure element for a new body, ac
cording to the promise. For, as the promised hero entered 
through life into death, their souls clothed themselves ~n 
the body of Christ as in a new. body, and lived in Him 
through His power. These were the holy fathers and 
prophets who in this world had been anointed in the 
power of the Word of God with the bruiser of the ser .. 
pent's head, and who by its power had prophesied and per
formed miracles. They now became alive ill the power 
of Christ." (Three Principles, xxiv. 52.) 

" The fathers of the Jews had known Christ not in the 
flesh, but only in His prototype, and they had clothed 
themselves therein only in its power by means of the fil'st 

1 If the purified Boul of man enters into the divine fountain from which 
she originated, bringing with her the light which ahe haa gathered unto 
herself during her terrestrial existence, then will this be like adding 
new fuel to the fire, and a new effulgence of light and glory will take 
place in the IOul of the world. 
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incorporated covenant and word; but now they clothed 
themselves in His substance, for all those who had put 
their faith in Him, and had clothed themselves in the 
covenant in spirit, in ~hese the covenant was then aUed : 
with_ celestial substantiality. Thus t4e!~_ were many I 
who w.!l!'e raised witli Him after His resurrection, and; 
thei caused tliemselves to be seen at Jerusalem, in tes_ti'; 
mony that they had been raised up in Christ." (Gracel 
x·45.) 

"This conquest of hell and death was accompanied 
by Gertain phenomena upon the earth, indicating the ap
proaching destruction of the whole terrestrial world.1 

" As the prisons of the dark world were to be destroyed 
in the death of Christ, the earth trembled and the SUll 

became darkened, which symbolised that, as now the eter
nallight had been born anew, the temporal light would 
have to cease to exist." (Grace, vii. 8.) 

"When the earth received the blood of Christ she 
trembled and shook, for the wrath of God was now con
quered in her, and there entered into her the living blood 
which had come from heaven Ollt of the substantiality of. 
God." (Menschwerdung, i. 10.) 

" The wrath of the Father had to consume in death the! 
life of Christ; but when the wrath had swallowed up, 
the life in death, then the holy life of the deepest love of '/ 
God moved in the death and wrath and swallowed up the \ 
wrath. Then the earth began to tremble, and the rocks' 
burst and the tombs of the holy ones opened." (Mys-
terium, xxviii. 123.) 

"After the Father had brought again the soul of the 
Redeemer, that had entered into His wrath, into love-

1 Likewise in each individual man will the terrestria.l light disappear 
from his view when the Christ has arisen in him ; for the Christ Him
self is the Light, and surpasses the light of external nature. If that 
divine light arises in man, then will the celestilll spirits that have been 
dormant in his BOul arise and move a.nd rejoice. 
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'that is to say, into the image from Paradise, which had dis.; 
,appeared-then the world trembled in the terror of death 
. as with a terror of joy, and that joy entered iuto the dead 
! bodies of those that had hoped for the coming of the 
:Messiah, and awakened thelll to life. It was this very 
'terror that tore the curtain in the Temple, namely, the veil 
i of Moses, which hung before the clear face of God~ sOtbat 
! m--an could not see God." TSigMt'Ure~ xi. 7 i.) .. 

The body in which Christ Himself arose from the 
dead was paradisiacal and divine, and could not be appre
hended by anything ot an earthly nature; but as the 
terrestrial body was absorbed therein, therefore the Lord 
could make Himself visible to His disciples. l 

f "Tbebodl in which Christ became raised from the I dead could not be stopped or arrested by rocks or stones. 
I It passes through all things without breaking anything; 
~ it takes hold of this world, but this world cannot lay hold 

I of it. . Nothing can make it suffer, for in it is all the ful~ 
.pess of the Godhead." (Three Principles, xxv. 87.) 

"There was no necessity for the removal of a stone to 
: liberate the body of the Lord from the tomb. This took 
I place merely to show to the Jews the folly of their imagin-

ing that they could withstand God, and also for the sake 
of the weak faith of the disciples, so that they might see 
that Christ had in truth been raised up." (Three Prin
ciples, xxv. 85.) 

"Although Christ not· always walked visibly ,among 
His disciples, nevertheless He showed Himself often 
visibly, tangibly, and substantially to them in the shape 
of the body which He had' occupied while upon this 
earth, and which t~ Dew body had ~~~?r.?;~~ut which 

1 Neither will anyone's physical body, wherein the inner man is 
imprisoned as in a tomb, offer any obstacles for the prisoner to escape, 
after the latter has been raised from the darkness of ignorance into the 
light of spiritual self-knowledge. Then will the inner sight of the soul 
be opened and the rock be rolled away. Then may the inner man go out 
and visit his disciples. 
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it had the power to represent again." (Thlree Principles, 
xxiv. 97.) 

The 'heaven wherein the Redeemer has entered after 
His resurrection is the fulness of divine power, by means 
of which He is Lord over the terrestrial world and over 
the world of hell.1 

"The internal follndatio.n.. of this world, whereof the : 
four elem'ents . have originated, is heaven, and !!!. this 
internal PQwer Christ rules as true God and Man in 
the external world. When He says, 'To Me has been 
given all power in heaven and upon the earth,' and also, 
'I am with you every day unto the end of the world;' 
and furthermore, if it is said or Him, c He shall rule over ~'" 
His enemies ·until they are all 'made to be a footstool 
under His feet,' all this refers to His internal kingdom, I 
because J!:e rules within theJ~!!J a1!..d o!e!, Il:~d aboy'e I 
~ external and terre.~t~al, and li~ the~ \ 
world." (Baptism, ii I, 29.) . 

Thus the Bible history of the life of Christ and 'the 
miracles which He performed, is a description of the 
processes taking place within the inner life of the 
regenerated. In Jesus Christ we behold the anti type 
of the one and only Redeemer of the world, as a whole. 
and of every separate individual. Every object or 
person we see in the world is nothing but a symbol of 
existing ideas; every event taking place in external life 
is the outcome of invisibly acting forces. The historical 

. correctness of the occurrences described in the Bible 
may be questioned, but what they describe aie facts 
known to those who have experienced them themselves. 
The truth of the religion of Christ does not depend 
on the verification of external historical events; for true 

1 Man, having become one with the Christ in Humanity, will necessarily 
partake of His powers in Divinity. The will of the Father is then his 
own,. and in the Son he rules as a Lord over the spiritual kingdom, and 
through the inner world over the external one. 

'" ) 
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Christianity is based neither upon a knowledge of cos
mology nor upon history, but upon love . 

.. The innermost gruund in man is Christ j but not 
according to man's human nature, but according to His, 
the divine quality in His celestial essence, which He has 
regenerated. The second grO'Und is the soul, i.e., eternal 
nature, wherein Christ (the light) becomes revealed; and 
the third gruund is the external man, out of the limUB 
of the earth with the stars and the four elements. In 
the first ground is the active life of divine love; in the 
second is the natural fire-life of the created soul, wherein 
God is called a fiery God; and in the third is the creation 
of all the qualities wherein Adam stood in the tempera-

\ ture, and which was objectified in the fall." (Grace, iv. 
\ 37·) 

.. • Christ' means a penetrator; the act of taking away 
the power of the wrath j the illumination of the darkness 
by light; the transmutation (in the soul of man), by 
which the gladness of love rules over the lust of the fire 

'I in its wrathful aspect; the superiority of light over dark
\ ness:' (Signature, vii. 32.) 

To .. love Christ I, means simply to love the divine 
light of wisdom and truth, and is practised by being 
obedient to divine law.1 • 

1 .. Why does the soul torment herself and strive in her own power and 
I will, thus augmenting her torture? The more anxious she is, the greater 
I will be her paln-, and ahe acquires no rest. A dying plant does not beiin 
I to aprout and ontain sap by its own Power, and likewise the soul cannot 

by her own power a.ttain the kingdom of God. She ought to do nothing 
but abandon her own selfish will, then the evil qualities become weak, 
and her ~ill returns to ~he one -rrom which sbe came rn· the-beginning. 
Here God will send His supreme love to meet her; that love which hais 
been revealed in humanity, in Jesus Christ." (Illumined Savl, 46.) 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

REGENERATION • 

.. Art thou a muter of Israel, and knowest not of those things?" 
-JOHN iii. 100 

U Whoever will come after Me, let him deny himself, aud take up his cross 
daily, and follow Me."-LuKB ix. 2J. 

No man can attain spiritual self-knowledge without being 
spiritual, because it is not intellectual man that knows 
the Spirit, but the divine Spirit that attains self-know
ledge in man. 

"Christ said, ' Unless you become like children, you 
will not see the kingdom of God.' And again He says 
(John iit), 'Unless a person is born of the water and 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God; for 
that which is born from the flesh is Besh, and what is 
born from the Spirit is spirit.' It is clearly shown in the 
Bible that the carnal natural man does not conceive of 
the Spirit of God. That Spirit is to him a foolishness, 
and he cannot comprehend it." 

"It is self-evident, and requires no further proof, that • 
we are all made up of flesh and blood, and that we are 
mortal. N evel'theless, we are taught that we are temples 
of the Holy Spirit who dwells in us. We are also 
taught that Christ must take a form in us, and that He 
will give us His flesh as our nutriment and His blood for 
us to drink. He says that he who does not eat the flesh 
of the Son of Man will have no eternal life. Therefore 
we ought to seriously consider what kind of a man is 
within our own self similar to God and capable of becom
ing divine." (Rtgenmdion, i.) 

263 
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"For that which is made of mortal flesh will again 
return to earth. In it dwells the vanity of this world. 
It is desirous for that which is not of God, and it cannot 
be said to be a temple of the Holy Spirit. Much less 
can there take place a spiritual regeneration of this ter
restrial flesh, because it dies and becomes dissolved, and 
is a dwelling for sins. But the true Christian is born out 

, of Christ, and that. which is regenerated is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit dwelling in us." (Regeneration, i.) 

For the purpose of understanding the process of the 
spiritual regeJ1.eration of man it is useless to cling to a 
merely historical belief in a Christ supposed to have died 
for the purpose of paying our debts to an angry God, but 
it is necessary to eat of the flesh and drink of the blood 
of the living Christ within ourselves; that is to say 
that we must allow our soul to become filled with the 
divine substantiality of the body of Christ, and experience 
the paradisiacal power of Christ therein. 

"To produce a true Christian it is not sufficient to be 
satisfied with a merely historical or scientific belief in a 
Son of God who is said to have once lived upon the earth. 
It is not that we are to be rewarded by some external 
God attributing righteousness to us on account of our con
fessing such a belief, but the recognition of divine truth 
must be born within us and received by us in a child-like 
manner. As the flesh is bound to die, so the life and the 
'Will of our sinful nature must die, and we must become 
like a child that knows nothing, but clings (instinctively) 
to the mother who gave it birth. And thus the will of 
the Christian must die to its own self-willing and self
·assertion, and· become like a child in Christ. Then, if 
the will and desire of the soul is directed. only to its 
source, there will arise from the Spirit of Christ a new 
will and obedience in divine justice, out of the death of 
the self-will, and not the sinful will." (Regeneration, i.) 
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REGE~'ERATION. ' 

To fomi a .correct conception of the regeneration of man, 
and of what kind of a being it is which is to be brought 
to life in us, we must learn to know what is eternity 
~nd time, light and darkness, good and evil, and especially 
the origin and the generation of man. 'We shall then find 
that man' is of a threefold aspect. In ' one aspect· he 
dwells continually in heaven, and is a member of 'the 
body of Christ; in another aspect he is subject to the 
powers of darkness, and in his third aspect he is made of 
mortal flesh. Nevertheless there are not three men in 
one human being, but he is only one. 

It is nowhere stated that God is a temple of man, and 
that we can enter into Him with our human selfhood, 
however refined that selfhood may be. The spiritual re
generation of man is brought about by the divine power 
of God entering and becoming self-conscious in man, so 
that his whole being becomes filled with God as the dark
ness becomes filled with light. 

" We behold the eternal world with its stars, and the 
four elements wherein man and all creatures live. This 
is not God, and is not called' God.' God dwells therein; 
hut the essence of the external world does not compre
hend Him. Likewise the light shines into the darkness, 
and the darkness comprehendeth.it not.'" 

. "God dwells in the world and fills everything; never·' 
theless He possesses nothing. The light dwells within 
the darkness, but does not own it; day dwells in .night 
and night in the day, time in eternity .and eternity in 
time; and so it is with man. He is himself time, and 
1i ves 'within it according to his external aspect, and 
likewise the external world is' existing in time; but the 
inner man is eternity, and spiritual time' and world, such 
as is created in light according to the love of God, and in 
darkness according to His wrath. His spirit lives in 
that principle which is manifest in him, either in dark
hess or in, the light. Each of these dwells within itself; 
neither possesses the other; but if one enters, withi,D th~ 
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other and desires. to possess the other, then will the other 
lose its supremacy and power. If the light becomes 
manifest in the darkness, then the darkness ceases to be 
darkness; and if the darkness arises within the light, 
then the light and its power will be extinguished. 

"The eterllal darkness of the soul is the kingdom of 
hell; the eternal light in the soul is her heaven. Man, 
therefore, is created of, and lives in three worlds. One is 
the world of eternal darkness that arises from the centre 
of nature-eternal nature-wherein is born the fire as the 
eternal torment; the other world is the world of eternal 
light, wherein resides happiness and the Spirit of God. 
It is in this world of light wherein the Spirit of Christ 
assumes human substantiality. The third world wherein 
man lives, and from which he was generated, is the ex
ternal visible world, with its four elements, and the visible 
stars." (Regeneration, i.) 

Now the question may be asked, .. By what means can 
man effect the process of his spiritual regeneration ?" The 
answer is, that man, not being a god, can accomplish 
nothing whatever of that kind by his own will or power, 
and that it can only be accomplished by the unmerited 

f grace of the god in him. No one can give unto himself 
anything which he does not possess; neither can any man 
attract unto himself by an exercise of his will the sun
shine. All that man can do is to employ the powers 
which he has received from God for the purpose that 
there may be no impediment created by" his self-will 
which might prevent the action of the Holy Spirit within 
his own soul. To accomplish this he must rise by the aid 
of the divine Spirit within himself above the inferior ele
ments within his own nature, and thus surrender his whole 
self-will to God, an act which is expressed in the original 
meaning of the word" prayer." 1 

1 In the German language the word Gebet "(prayer) originates from 
fIIlben (to give), and means, therefore, a gift or sacrifice to God. It doe. 
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" Spiritual regeneration does not depend on learning 
and scientific knowledge; but there must be an intense 
and powerful earnest, a great hunger and thirst for the 
Spirit of Christ. Mere science is not faith; the latter is 
the intense hunger and thirst for that which I desire, so 
that it becomes formed into an image within me, and by 
grasping it in my imagination it becomes my own pro
perty. This hunger and desire moulds the substance of 
Christ, it being the celestial substantiality, into the weak
ened image, wherein the word of the power of God is the 
active life .. 

" If, then, the soul partakes of this celestial nutriment, 
she becomes kindled by the great love that dwells in the 
name J esu's. Then her anguish becomes converted into 
great joy and a real sun arises within her, while she 
becomes regenerated into another will. Then takes place 
the marriage of the Lamb, of which the mouth-Christians 
talk so much without understanding the meaning." (Re
generation, iv.) 

"In the name of Jesus, God has opened a door for \. 
us to His ear, whereby we may hear God actually speak I 
within us, as in His mercy He speaks to us through this I ..J 
opened portal of thought. Again, the soul speaks through: J 

this door to God within herself, and during this inspeak- \! 

ing she is nourished, restored, illumined, and renewed by 
the outspeaking of God." (Prayer, xxxi) , 

" If the soul is to receive actual 'advantage and fruition ' 
from prayer, then must her will turn away. from all 
creatures and terrestrial things and stand pure before 4-
God. Let not the flesh with its desire.s co-operate_ (in 
prayer) so that e~r_thly .desires may not be introduce4 
into the divine effect in the soul." (Piaie1" xxxiv.) 

not imply the offering of selfish petitions or the asking for personal favours. 
However, if we give ourselves fully to God, and are acoepted by Him, we 
then become, as it were, a part of God, and consequenlly a partaker of 
His divine powers. It would then be easy for DB to grant our own desires, 
if in that divine state there could be room Cor personal desires of any kind. 
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" EverlJ>~ler .w~icjl do.es ngt find and tlJ.ke (what it 
asks) i~<L~n(Lill.sjpid, a!!.d is obstructed. by .. tel'!moral 
terrestrial things; that is to say, the soul does then not 
appro-ach Gouin purity. She does llot want to sacrific.e 
herself entirely to God, but ciings to terrestrial loves 
which hold her imprisoned so that she cannot attain the 
·kingdom of God." (Prayer, xviii.) 

No man can' truly pray in spirit and in truth by his 
own power, because only that which is divine can enter 

• into relation with the Divine. True prayer. is not a 
mere wishing or desiring, but an action within the .power 
of the omnipotent God. . 

Prayer is the union with God effected by.the sacrifice 
of the personal will. It 'is, tberefore,the only" Yoga 
practice" worthy of serious attention.l 

"The ~l!! ~~rJ to accomplish prayer is far too 
·weak as long as it 'is in our own powers that we pray, but 

I ; i! acted upon b,y divine power it becomes awakenEld, 
-. - "\ ·~erL. and, f!l,ll of~. Within th,i,S desire God Him~elf 

is acting. Thus GO-aS man speak with God in truth, and 
God speaks in truth with the soul of man." (Prayer, 
xxix.) .. 

( "He' who truly prays co-operates with God iriternally, 
-+ while externally.he produces good fruit." (Prayer, xxiv.) 

" Mere word-prayer without exaltation of thought a~d 
divin~ desire -is only an external thing, a mere repeating 

, of words. Nothing pleases God except that which He 
\ d()es Him~elf."· (Prayer, i 2'.) . . . 

- Christ says (Matt. vii. 2 I): "Not all who say, Lord! 
\ Lord! will enter the kingdom of heaven, but those who 

do. the will of My Father in heaven." It would seem 
self-evident that no being inferior to the Father in heaven 
.can possibly do the will of the Father, because no one 
can do the will of God unless he is in possession of 

1 True prayer is the bringing of will, thought, and word into one A by 
the power of the Spirit of God. 
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God's will, and ,thus one With GOd. ' 'Therefore he who 
wants to pray truly or to practice ", Yoga I' must enter ~ 
into heaven; that, is to, say, into the celestial state of 
will. 

The new life which is accorded to man by means I 

of his regeneration in the power of ~aith and prayer is 
not a mere spirit, but corporeal and substantial. The 
Ie body of the resurrection," even if it is invisible to 
mortal eyes, is far more durable and indestructible than 
any imaginable physical form. ' 

Ie While Christ eats the faith and the prayer of our \, 
soul, tlie human faft~together wIth tne prayer and ! 
praise of God, become corpOreal in the word of the power, ~: -.-J, 
and'ihis new bemg is,then one with the substance oftlie ' I 

celesHa~ corporeity.of Christ, the eternal body of Christ." 
(Mystenum, lxx.) , , 

.. The poor imprisoned soul,. shut, up within the dark. \ 
ness of death, is a hungering magical fire, which attracts 
,from the incarnation of Christ the reopened'substantiality -1 
.of God, and out of this swallowing or nourishing s~e pro:" 
duces a body similar to Divinity~ Thus, then, the poor 
soul' will be clothed with a body of light, comparable' to 
the fIre-In-a 'burning wic1~." (Letters; xi. 2 I'.)" " 

- 4' The new man is not a mere s'pirit, but he lives' in I 

flesh and blood, comparable to gold In a roc~, which is : I , 

riot merely spiritual, but, has a body; nut only such a I' '(' 

body as that of the gross rocK,lluta body which ~_Il stan~ 
,the test of the fire." (Me'lUlChwerdung, i. 14.) 

'The c!'ElIltlon of this new bO~1 is the bea~n.!li.J!g, of the, 
union of man with divine glory, but it is, not the per
f~ct~n of~. . The process of' regeneration, like that of 
physical generation, has its stages of development. Upon 
the baptism by "water" follows that of the" ,blood," and 

,finally that of the" fire." 
.. By, m~~s of the introdnction of the :divine will maJl ) 

.becomes reuni~d. to, G¢ and, reborn in his emotional '1-
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t nature. He then ~ to die relatively to the selfish
ness ~f ~hera1Se desire (in him) and to be J;egenerated 
iiiIlew po\\,er~-- There IS then still attracted to himJlle 
carnal quality, but in the spirit he walks witliGod, and 
thus there}s born· within the earthly man of fl~sh a ne,! 
spiritual man with divine perceptions and with a div}ne 
will, killing day by day t~e lust of the flesh, ~!ld.EY 
divine power rendering the world-i.e., the exte1?lal liJe 
-heavenly, and causing heaven-i.e., the illnE;~ spiritu~l 
world-to become visible in the external world, so that 
God becomes man and man God, until finally tl~ee 
reaches its perfection, when the external shell will dr<:.>p 
~ and it then stands there as a spiritual tree of'i~~ in 
tile garden of God." (Mysterium, Supplement, viii.) 

This im bibillg of the "Elixir of Life" no man 'Can 
accomplish by his own mortal power. All he can do is 
to render himself· receptive for the divine power. The 
I'est is done by the Spirit of God. 

The new life of the regenerated is during his terres
trial existence continually exposed to great dangers, 
arising from three sources, namely, from the selfishness 
of human nature, from the devil (evil will), and from 
the desires of the mortal flesh and blood . 

.. No one should imagine himself to be secure after 
having once obtained the crown of pearls, for he may 
]ose it again. The soul is during her terrestrial life 
fettered by three fearful chains. First, by the severe 
wrath of God, the abyss and dark world, which is the 
centre of the created life of the soul, whose innermost 
root is desire. The second chain is the fiery longing of 
the devil for the soul, in consequence of which he tempts 
the soul and incessantly seeks to throw her from her rest 
in divine truth down into vanity-i.e., into pride, avarice, 
envy, and anger; and these evil propensities he cantinu
ally seeks to fan the fire in' the soul, and thus the will 
of the soul is made to turn away from God and to enter 
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into selfishness. But the third and most dangerous chain, 
to which the whole of the soul is tied, is the corruptible, ' 
vain, earthly, and mortal flesh and blood, which is_full I 

of evil desires and -inclinations, together with the sti!lr I 

region· (astral' plane), wherein, like in a great ocean, the 
soul is floating, and which causes her to become daily I 

infected and inflamed in sin." (Three Principles, xxv. 7.) 

There is a continual danger for the soul of sinl~ing 
back into the acrid root of her existence, and at the 
same time she is continually exposed to the aggressions 
of the devil. 

.. If a perSOll is in the anxiety of enmity, and the sting 
of death and allger is moving in him, so as to render 
him avaricious, envious, angry, and irritable, ~ught 
then not to remain in that evil essence, but stop to 
consider and d;aw (fronithe eternal fountain) .a~lOther 
will, namely, the will to go out of malice and enter 
into the freedom of God, wherein- is perpetual rest and 
peace. If then his anguish tastes the freedom, then will 
the torture of the anguish become terrified, and in this 
terror death will be broken up; for this terror is of 
great joy and consists in a kindling of the life of God. 
Thereby the branchlet of pearls appears, and this now 
stands in trembling joy, but also in great danger; for 
death and the torture of anguish are its root; as als9_i 
the anguish in external nature has the quality that -out 
of evil~ i.e., out of the anguish, the-~rreat life is born. 
Out of a manure, for instance, a beautiful green _branch ":
grows, it having, of course, a constitution, ·odour, and 
state (life) different from that which produced it." 
(Menschwerdung, xi. 8.) 

"The poor soul is so much blinded as not even to ! 

recognise the heavy chains wherewith she is bound. The 
whole world is full of traps set by the devil for the purpose -+
of capturing her. If the outer man could have his eyes 
(spiritually) opened he would be terdfied. Whatever a 
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man sees or touches, therein is a devil's trap, and if 
the Word. of the Lord, having become human, ~ 
not occupying the mi4dle, th~. devil would Capture an~ 
devour all so~ls." 1 (Mensckwerdung, xi. 6.) 

".As long a~ eart~ly_ man .lj.!~s the soul ~iJl. be. !~ 
continual danger, for the devil is atenmfty with het:J 
and ·shoots his rays with a false imagination iniOthe 
spirit of the stars and elements, and he therewith reaches 
out after the soul-fire, and desires to poison it with an 
earthly and devilish desire.. The!l must the noble imllge 
(in the inuer consciousness in man) stand up in defence; 
much fighting for the cl'ownlet of the angels is then 
required, and there often arises doubt and -unbelief 
within the old Adam." (Men~hwerdung, xi. 6.) 

"Even after the precious jewel is sown it does not 
immediately become a tree. Often the devil blows ov~r 
it, and wishes to exterminate tne ~ustard-seed. Many 
atorms has the soul to suffer. Often she is deluded -with 
sin, and everything seems to be against her. You must 
continually battle against the devil. Then will tli"epea~l
tree grow like grass In -storm -and rain j but when it 
becomes big and brings forth flowers, you may then be Rure 
of obtaining the fruit." (Three Principles, xxiv. 37.) 

The new life of the Spirit unfolds itself within the 
innermost being, and the terrestrial man is only rarely 
pervaded by the divine luminosity. 

"Not the mortal soul, but "the inner (spiritual) soul 
from the eternal Word of God is to be married to Sophia. 

I Here it may be useful to remark that if a person cannot perceive these 
dangers ()f the devil which are lurking in everything, it would be folly for 
him to imagine all BOrts of dangers in his own fancy, whereby he would 
merely create for himself innumerable fears and perplexities, and beCome 
afraid Clf the world, instead of superior to it. The main .pniJit for the 
seeker of divine enlightenment is, and remains, to put his" point of gravi. 
tation" into the divine self-reliance, and remember that he who has found 
his true dignity and manhood in God is superior to the devil, and there 
is nothing in the l\Iliverse which could give him just cause for fear. 
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The external soul is wedded to the constellation (mental 
functions) and elements. This external soul only rarely 
obtains a glance at Sophia, for she has death and 
mortality within herself. After this time she is to be 
again transformed into the first image which God created 
in Adam." (M'!Isterium, Iii. 13.) 

"While the mortal house exists our soul does' not 
dwell iJ; the fountain of Goa, so as to 'apprehend that, foun
tain-In her selfhood. 'The sun shines through a ginss 
and renders it luminous; nevertheless the glass does not 
become the sun. It merely remains (for a while) in 
the light and power oftnesun, and the latter shines in 
and Uir()ugh its substance. Thus it is with the soul in 
her tetTestrial state." (M'!Iste1'ium, Iii. 3.) 

"As fire glows in hot iron, so are the rays of the 
Holy' Spirit sometimes penetrating the other principle; 
namely, the new man penetrates the ~ld o~e. But 
as iron, whether within or without the forge, always 
remains iron, likewise it is with the terrestrial ~~. 
He undoubtedly has to become a servant foe the inner 
man, whenever the latter penetrates him with his glow
ing divine fire; and he is willing that this should be so 
as long as the glow of that fire is within him, but he 
cannot transform hiplself into the interior kingdom. c---rlie 
exte~b.aT~fl~s1i and blood,' says Christ, 'shall not inherit 
the kingdom of heaven.' It shall and must dissolve. like 
the husk of the kernel sown into a field." (Stiefel,i.24.) 

. . - ~ --
Only rarely, but especially in the moment of rege

neration, there is within. the human self the living 
sensation of a celestial existence . 

.. No one must ever think that the tree of the Christian 
faith can be seen or known in the kingdom of this 
world. External man does not recognise it, and even if 
it happens that the Holy Spirit manifests itself in the 
external mirror, so that the external life is· glad and 
trembles for joy, and thinks that now it has received the 

s 
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esteemed guest, and that it would now believe, never
theless there is no perfect dUl'ation therein; f~e 
Spirit of God does not remain constantly within the 
terrestrial mind. . It wants to have a clean vessel, and 

-+- '/ whene~~r it returns into its principle-this being the 
t!l!e __ image-then the external--being becomes, do~l 

\ and full of..fears." (Menschwerdung, cxi. 8.) 
-- "The soul puts on her wreath; but it is again taken 
Mvay from her and put aside. Thus it is with a crown 
with which a king has been crowned, and which is after
wards kept in the treasury. This is done to the soul 
because she is still surrounded by a house of sin; so 
that if she. should fall again, her crown may not become 
soiled." (Repentance, i. 27.) 

The first and greatest danger for the new-born being 
arises from pride; as is illustrated in theN ew Testa
ment, for hardly is the new-born Saviour laid in the 
cradle, standing between the ox of self will and the ass 
of ignorance in the stable, represented by the animal 
constitution of man, when the king of pride (Herod) 
finds his kingdom endangered, and seeks to kill the 
child, which is to become the ruler in the new Jerusalem 
within the consciousness of man.l 

"The enlightened children of God are threatened by a 
great danger; namely, in many of them who enjoyed the 
great sJght of the holiness of God, wherein the triumph. 
of life is attained, carnal reason mirrors itself therein and 
seeks to intrude its selfishness into the interior centre 
from whence the light shines. From this results miser
able pride and self-conceit; and selfish reason,-being, 
moreover, nothing but a reflection of the eternal light, 
-fancies itself to be more than that. It thinks that 

I it may now do 'as 'it pleases, and that; whatever it 
'\ does, it 113 the will of God doing it in it;-and it _ be~e_ves 

itself' to -oe a prophet. Nevertheless it enters no-
~ _: 1 See. "Jeho,hu(l" ike Prophet 0/ Nazar~~:: 
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where except within its own self, and 'moves within its 
own desire, whereby the centrum naturm soon begins to' ~! 
arise. Then the devil of flattery comes forward, and man
becomes drunk~ with self-conceit, persuading himSelfihat 
it is God who compels him to act as he does." Thus, he 
ruins the -good beginning, during which the light of 'Goll ~-
began to shine within nature, and then the light of God 
departs from him. There is then nothing left but 'the 
light of external nature within the CI'eature, but self- -+ 
assertion puts itself therein and fancies that it is the 
o~gina.-~ light received from God/' 1 (Calmness, i. 8.) 

Within the human constitution the old terrestrial and • 
the new celestial states are dwelling together, and this' 
necessarily causes within the regenerated a continual 
battle during the term of his terrestrial life. This battle 
between the higher and the lower consciousness, between 
earthly desires and celestial joy, is experienced by every 
one, but it is especially marked in those in whom, on 
account of -a higher degree of spirituality, the spiritual 
sensitiveness is more keen. 

"Not in the terrestrial essence does God become mani
fest in us, but in the true image that became weakened : 
in Adam; but the external thing clings to the internal, 
the inner man manifests the divine mystery, and the 
external one the external mystery or the mirror of won
ders. From this results the battle in the new-born man. I 

The new man wants to be lord, for he perceives the divine i 
world; but the terrestrial man is opposed to him, and . 
wants to rule also, for he perceives the external worId:~ 
(Fmy Questions, xvii. 14.) 

1 The human Intellect, in its relation to the divine spirit, may be com
pared to the moon that receives her light from the sun. In either case 
the former is merely a rell.ection, while in the latter rests the true light. 
Thus there are lIlaDY who mlatake the reftection for the true light and 
their own fancies for the wladom of God, and from this ariaea that self. 
conceit which Ia never more repulaive than if found among those who boast 
of being the servants Cif God. . 
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"The cause of the antagonism between the flesh and 
the spirit can easily be found without much seeking, for 
the inner spirit has the body of God, bom from the swe_et 
essentiality, and the e~~irit has the body of _the 
fiery mirror of wrath, which continually seeks to awaken 
wrath; namely, the great wonders which are in the 
Arcanum in the sternness of the soul. The inner lQve
s.pirit p'rotests and will not let the external spirit ~r~se 
and fire the soul; because it would cause it to lose its 
own happiness and form, which woul<! then be destroyed 
by the wrath." (Forty' Questions, xvii. 14.) 

"There are two kinds of will to be distinguished in 
the constitution of man. One arises within the lily and 
grows in the kingdom of God; the other sinks into the 
darKness of death and desires for the earth, s!!e_ being its 
mothe!~ . TJiis latter will continually battles against the 
lily, and the lily flies from its roughness. A sprout 
grows from the earth, and thus the substance of which it 
is formed flies from the earth and is attracted towards the 
sunlight until it becomes a plant or a tree. So does 

( the divine Sun draw the human lily, i.e., the newman 
in l!is power, out· of the subStance of eVil, ~ntil be finally 
becomes a tree-In the kingdom of God, He then lets 
the evil tree or the husk whermn the new tree grew d~ 
.nto the earth, its mother, for which that husk was long .. 
ing." (Menschwerdung, xi. 8.) 

Trees do not grow in the air, bnt require the dark soil 
, and r.anure to take root and draw nutriment from the 

earth, and likewise the inner man requires the outer one 
for the purpose of gaining experience and self-:-knowledge. 

,. In the rough rock precious gold may be found grow
ing, and the roughness of the rock aids it to grow, 

J although the roughness is not like the gold. Likewise 
the terrestrial body must aid in generating Christ within 
itself, even though that body is not Christ, and never 
will be Christ in eternity." (Grace, viii. 94.) 
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"We are of an earthly nature, but we have also a 
celestial existence within the terrestdal one. During 
our temporal life both are mixed with each other, but 
they do not act upon each other; each one is merely the 
dwelling of the other, as is the case with gold-bearing. 
rock. The rock is not the gold, but merely its vehicle •. 
The roughness of the rock is not that· which produces· 
gold, but this is done by the tincture of the sun acting 
therein." 1 (Memchwcrdung, i. 14.) , 

In this battle between the terrestrial and celestial 
nature we need not be aggressive, but merely on the 
defence. This means that it is useless to resist evil or 
to combat it by remaining on the same level with it. 
We render ourselves free from the conflict by rising 
above the place of contention, and this rising is accom
plished by surrendering ourselves to the Supreme; or, to 
express it in other words, we conquer the Hesh by sacri
ficing ourselves to the etelnal spirit in Christ. 

"Adamic man may live in Paradise according to the 
in~ elelD;ent which is unfolded within his mind, pro
vided he does not permit himself to be affected by 'malice 
and surrenders himself fully to the heart of God. Then 
will the virgin within the inner element receive him and 
illumine his heart, so that he may master the Adamic 
~~dy.''' (Th1'ee PriMiples, xv. 20.) , 

1 There are many .. Chriatiallll," .. Buddhists," &c., who imagine that 
they could attain the apex of perfection if they were only getting rid of 
their physical body. Some even go so far aa to object to having a soul. 
Surely the Divinity per # does require neither a physical body nor a soul 
to be self·existent and eternal; but man requires all this to enable the 
light of Divinity to become revealed in him. Without that, man, even 
if he could continue to be, would be unconscious of his existence; a 
spirit without knowing or experiencing anything about it. Immorta1ity ill 
not attained by merely fancying oneself to be immortal; neither can there 
be much latisfaction for man to believe that God is immortal aa long &8 he 
is godless himself. Gautama himself could not have become a" Buddha" 
-i.e., an enlightened soul-if he had not been in possession of a soul which
could be enlightened. This divine soul is the body of C/uiat. 
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"We are always exposed to tem.pta~ion_s~but ~n 
be victorIous in Christ who has conquered, fox:JIis ~oul 
is- our soul ana His flesh is our flesh, E~oyided th,at _ w~ 
trust in Him' and surr~nder ourselves to Him ~ntirelr, 
as Christ surrendered Himself to His Father." 1 (Forty 
,Questions, i. lC.) -

Far easier)s it to overcome the desire for evil than to 
destroy it after it has become embodied by being ,enacted • 

"Desire is the introducing (aic th .ill) into a thing, 
and from the ~esire results the formation of a corporeal 
being ~iB lise ~?td ¢We). Therein is hidden the SO:!lrce 
of sin. It i~ .. far easier to ward off the desire ,than to 
.destroy the body (formed by the act). ,The latter is far 
more difficult,. Therefore it is advisable to turn away 
one's eyes from evil desire, so that the tincture (the life
principle) may not enter the. essence and the mind be 
.filled with that whereby the desire becomes substantial 
and which :will require a (forcible) breaking up." (Tk1'ee 
Principles, xx. 28.) 

" It is fa.r better to demolish the desire than to de
molishafterwards the substance with grea.t pains. If the 

1 The very same idea is expressed in the Bhagtlad. Gita, where man is 
advised to seek to realise that he is one with Kmhna; and having realised 
it, .he will be no longer a partaker, but merely a spectator, in the battle, 
which after all does not concern the Divinity in him, his own real self. 
No man can, however, identify himself by his own human power with 
Krishna or Christ; this always requires the presence and the power of 
Christ or Krishna Himself. In other words, it requires, as Boehme ex· 
presses it. "the grace of God, which, however, can be found within every 
pe1'l!on who ceases to desire evil." . (MlIltcrium, lxi. 57.) 

Boehme says: "No man can make himself a child of GOd, but he must 
throw himself entirely into a state of complete obedience to God. Then 
will God make him His child. He must be dead (to all sense of self), then 
will God in the Christ live in him." (Tilk. i. 398.) 

, , No man can by his own power raise himself into the light which' i. 
extinct within his will, but he may enter the ground that produces the light 
and wherein is hidden neither evil nor good, because he is himself that 
foundation (cause). If he then, in his imagination, sinks himself into the 
abyss, he is then already there, and in this abyss is his pearl (the celes
tial jewel)." (Grace, ii. 43.) 
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free .w.~~l already 19- t]le~~in!ling (of a desire) destrors \ 
the desire, so that it does not become substantial, then is \ 
the physician (for the cure of that disease) '!olready born,: t . 
and there will not be needed such great earnestness as will : 
be required by him who wants to come out of the com- : 
pany of the monsters which he has . created, and who willi 
have to destroy the being whicn he has brought into' 
shape within his own soul." 1 (j{y&terium, xxiv. 2 S.) 

If men were realising their true nature as vehicles of 
the divine spirit; they would see the utter folly of their 
craving for that which is agreeable or useful for the 
material self alone, without benefiting the spirit. From 
a spiritual point of view, external pleasures which are 
not instructive are not merely worthless, but actually an 
impediment to the attainment of our permanent treasure; 
because in strengthening the ties which bind us to matter 
they loosen t~e link that connects us with heaven. 

"It is the greatest folly for man to crave for things 
w~ich are .I1.0t his own (but which are merely attractive 
to the being with which he is connected during his earthly 
career), and to introduce into his desire' that which in
f~~~s ~im with diseltse, and which even ultimately drives 
him away from God, excluding him in body and soul 
from his celestial state." (Mysterium, xxiv. 16.) . 

"He who wants to become a master over himself and 
a celestial." citizen must' !lot be a great sleeper!. nor fill hls J.., 
abaomen with an abundance of food-or drink, wherefrom 
the elements of the devil begin to qualify; -b~t. he mus~ I + 
be temperate, sober, and wakeful, like a warrior before 
the enemy, for the wrath' is continually against him, and I -to 

1 This may be expressed in other words by saying that desire gives rise 
to the formation of a thought, and this thought is made alive by the will, 
and obtains substantiality and the right to live by being acted out. It is 
easier to avoid creating such an Elemental than to kill it after it has 
been created; because such a being is a part of our own self, and its 
destruction involves Buffering. 

4 
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he has enough to do to defeud himselr (without creating 
artificial obstacles)." (Si:» Theosophical Points, x. 23.) 

/ .. Over-eating and intoxication cause sin, because the 
! pure will which emanates from the fire-life becomes im

~ l' prlsoned and drowned in desire, so that. it --is rendered 
impotent in the battle." 1 (Siic -Tlieosophical Points, cxi. 29.) 

As the power of the inner man over the outer man in
creases, the former changes the qualities of the latter to 
a certain extent. Nevertheless the physical body cannot 
be completely changed into the spiritual body of Christ, 
it being far too gross for that purpose. As long as it 
exists in the physical world it will be burdened with 
physical substance . 

.. We must continually die in Christ and continually 
I kill the man of siii within us,- so that -the new man may 
i five-; bUt Woe Cannot entirely destroy the former; w~ 

~ \ merelyke~p him imprisgned, and conti!lu~i_~our into 
~ls -fier..}" ~ssence water from the mildness of ~od." (Stie/el, 
1.63·) . 

.. The will, if it goes straight forward, is faith, and as 
such -it -can- give the body another shape, accOrding to the 
.external spirit; for the inner man is the lord of the outer 

I one; the latter has to obey the former, and the inner one 
can put the outer one into another figure, btit-not-i>er-
manently." (Forty Questions, vi. 10.) . -- -

--,'If man enters into regeneration he may succeed in 
subjecting the external man to his power to such an 
extent that the latter must do that which he does not 
desire, because the former takes away the strength of the 
latter, and penetrates him; but as the gold dwells in a 
coarse rock, and nevertheless the coarseness of the rock 
does not become gold, so the earthly man does not become 
God." . (Stiefel, i. 5 9·) 

1 Here it may be remarked that it will hardly be sufficient to have 
merely a theoreticallmowledge of the uselessness of material attractions 
to cure the desire for them. In this, as in all other cases, there can be no 
true self.knowledge except that which arises from practical experience. 
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" The inner man continually kills the outer one by means 
of the love and sweetness of God, so that the external one 
ciiinot introduce into the soul-fire his earthly poisonous 
desire, which is infected by the devil j but the external 
man cannot be entirely destroyed, for if this were to take 
place the kingdom of this world would depart from bim 
en.tirety." (Stiefel, i. 5 I.) 
--., Even if Christ is born in us, nevertheless we cannot • 
say, iIi 'speaking of ourselves as a whole, C I am Christ,' 
for the external man is not Chtift. We can only say 
4gne~!y, 'I am in Christ, and Christ has 'become human 
in me.'" (Stiefel, i. 54.) -. .' -' - -

For the great majority of people the celestial inner 
man is either not perceived at all, or assumes a merely 
vague and nebulous appearance j but there are others who 
are aware of the divine qUalities of the inner man, and 
who desire to enter into harmony with him, but they are 
.often so constituted as to be powerfully attracted by the 
()uter life, and they do not know how to overcome the 
external and sinful man of flesh. 

" Sometimes a person is externally so badly constituted 
by the influence of the stars as to experience much trouble 
therefrom. Whenever he stops to consider, he then enters 
within himself and abstains from sin. Nevertheless he 
does not know how to get rid of the outer malicious man." 
(Three Principles, xx. 83.) 

In external nature we see that the more the sunlight 
• and rain favour a field the richer will be the vegetation 

growing thereon, not only in regard to wholesome plants, 
but also in regard to such as are noxious. Thus the 
power of the spiritual sun, acting within the soul of man, 
will cause the germs thereiD, whether good or evil, to 
sprout and grow. For this reason persons endowed with 
great' spiritual power are sometiInes inclined to evil prac
tices, while there are others leading a blameless life merely 
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because they have no power or virtue in them, neither for 
evil nor good. 

.. Many of the saints that were driven on by tIle Spirit 
of God went afterwards from that state of submission again 
into selfishness; namely, to their own reasoning and self
will." (Oalmness, i. 34.) 

During our terrestrial life it is not possible for us to 
become entirely rid of the old sinful Adam, but we should 
continually try to live above his plane; that means to say, 
we should maintain our point of gravitation in God. 

ci Man's life during his present, existence is like a 
turning wheel, which sudllenly turns uppermost what 
was' below. It kindleth itself in' every substance and 
defileth itself thereby; but it -is purified in the water of 
meekness, wherein moves the heart of God, and out of 
that its fire-life may evolve celestial substance." (S13; 
,Mysterious Points, ii 13.) 

.. Our whole life ought to be a continual repentance, 
because it is also a continual chain of sin. Tru!y' the 
noble lily-branch, newly born in Christ, does· not 'si~; 
'n'evertheless the terrestrial man sins in body and sOIll, 
and seeks to spoil the noble flower."1 (Stiefel, xi. 537:) 

cc A true Christian hates the will of the flesh and rejects 
it. He is continually his own accuser, and considers 
himself unworthy, and with his whole heart will he 
wish to enter into the mercy of God. He will never 
boast and say, 'I am a Christian;' but he will strive to 
eii't'er into the m'";rcy of God and desire His grace, so that 
he may become a true Christian. His whole life is a con
tinual repentance, and he continually desires to grasp 

1 True .. repentance" does not consist in fancying oneself to be sorry on 
account of the consequences to be expected from sina committed in the 
past, or in worrying about what haa been done and cannot be undone now, 
while perhaps the heart still craves to sin again; but it consista in a turn
ing away from that which is sinful and evil, and' in forming the firm 
resolution to sacrifice and surrender oneself, fanlts and all, to the immu
~ble will of God. (Compare True Repentance, i.) 
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divine grace as that grace grasps him." (Communion, 
iv. 27.) 

, No Christian should contemplate his own holiness, or 
fancy himself to be better than others; but he should 
rather realise his own unworthiness, and regret the per
verted state of himself and of humanity as a whole. 
, II No one should want to know his state of holiness 
while he lives in this world. but he should keep on draw
ing the sap of Christ from his own tree, and leave it to 
that tree to bring forth from him whatever branch or 
bough it may choose." (Stie/el, cxi 345.) 

" An earnest Christian does not wish to know his own 
sanctitz i h£ sees only his imperfection.!!£, i~. 'whic~ the_ 
.d~ba~.tl~s~g~inst him.' His _imperfeC?ttons are always 
befo..!'.~Jiim, but his sanctity he does not know while he 
lives in this-world. That sanctity is hidden by Christ at 
~e-fo'ot of His Cross, so that the devil may not perceive 
it." . (Threefold Life, xv.) 
:-"A real Christian loves truth and justice, and hates 
hypocrisy." (Oommunion, iV: 228.) 1 

The new-born internal and spiritual life is benefited 
by trouble and suffering. 

" To' the pious, light arises out of darkness and day out 
of night. For. them fortune results from misfortune, and 
out of the curse and malice of this world there grows for 
t~em a paradise. Paul says, 'To those who love God, all 
things are for the best.~" (Mysterium, lxvi.) 

"Whenever God leads His children into trouble. and 
~nguish, they are then every time to produce a new 
branch on the tree of faith. Whenever the Spirit of 
a-od appears it always presents. a new out-growth, of 
which the noble image is exceedingly glad." (Men
schwerdung, cxi. 8.) 

1 No man can tnlly realise his own ;unworthines8 80 long as the light 
has not become active in him. . 
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The conditions by which man is surrouuded during" his 
terrestrial life may not permit the effect of his spiritual 
unfoldment to become fully manifest during that time, but 
at the time of the death of the physical body, when the 
obstacles presented by the flesh disappear, then will the 
inner man enjoy his perfections. 

" The celestial kingdom in the saints Is active and con
scious within their faith, whereby their will surrenders 
itself to God; but the natural life is surrounded by flesh 
and blood, and is related to the contrarium in the wrath of 
God. Thus the soul is often in anguish when hell rushes 
upon her, and desires to manifest itself in-her; but she 
sinks within the hope of divine grace, and" stands lilea ~" 
beautiful rose among the thoms, until at the death of the 
body the kingdom of this world drops away from her. 
Only then, when there is· nothing more to hinder l~ will 
slie Oecome truly manifest in the love of God:; (Su~ 
sensual Life, xxxix.) 

The object of our life should be to die continually in 
regard to our human selfhood, and to live only in the love 
of God, labouring in His service. Thereby our activity 
will become blessed.1 

"I am not rejoicing because I am living within my 
own sense of self, but because in my selfhood I _am in the 
death of Christ and am dying perpetually, and I wish to 
die entirely hi regard to my self~ood, and to leav~)t en
tirely in G<:>d, so as to be nothing whatever except an in-

1 We cannot labour in the service of God without dying to our human 
selfhood. To" labour in the service of God" does not mean that, for in
stance, II I, parson, or profeBBor, or author So-and-so, in my human per
sonality, considered as something separate and distinct from God, could 
with my human smartness render a service to some outside god, or please 
him, or advise him what to do;" but it is God Himself rendering the ser· 
vice to Himself through our inatrumentaiity, provided that by rising above 
all conception of self and personality we become identified with Himself. 
For this reason all clerical assumption and pretence, by which is &BIumed 
an authority apart from that of the God to whom they profess to serve, is 
repulsive to the religious iDBtinct of man. 
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strument of God, and know nothing any more abontmJ:_l 
(separate 1 ~lf." (Stie/el, xi. 527.) .. 

cc Wherever self dwelleth not, there love has her \ 
dwelling. In the-tranquillity atj.he bo~~J!i_~rt1!~~o)JI, 
where she dies as to her own selfhood, and Wbere she 
d_oes- not will-anything except what God wil!s (in her), \ 1-
~~e!e love resides. To the extent in which the self-will I I 
is dead within Itself, t9 the same extent is the place oc:- I 
cup-ied by love, In the place which formerly was -th~ I -
seat- of self-will tnere is now nothing, and wherever \ 
there is nothing there the love of God is solely active." 
(Supernatural Life, xxviii.) 

cc A true Christian knows himself to be a servant of 
God, whose duty it is to attend to the works of God pro
perly. ~~D.Q.~ __ ~ o.,!!!l E~oper~y~. and the terrestriai 
b~ which he inhabits is not his true home. He may 
see and plant, cultivate, strive and act as he pleases, but 
he is always aware that he is doing it for God, and that 
he will have to render account for it. He shouiifiiJways 
remember that among these works he is a ~ !.. 
guest, and a servant." (Signature, xv. 44.) 
-"He who hopes-to perform something perfect and good, 
wherein he may rejoice eternally and enjoy it, let him 
come out of hi~ egoism and self-will and enter into suo
mission within the will of God. Even if the terrestrial 
desire for selfhood clings to him in his flesh and blood, 
if only the soul-will is not infected by that desire for self, 
thEm will that self not be able -to produce anything; - for 
the (inner) will of the soul, resting in submission to God, 
continually destroys the essence of the self-assertion, and 
thus the wrath of God cannot reach her. If the wrath 
should reach that essence, then the submitted- will rises 
up in its power therein, and stands there in shape before_ 
God as a production of victory ~that will inherit the in 
fancy." 1 (Oalmnesa, xi. I.) . 

1 If the saints or .. adepts" are often addressed as II children," this iii 
not a mere invented figure of speech, without any adequate ~qse, but has 
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It is self-evident that no terrestrial possessions of any 
kind will benefit the spirit, but the acquisition of such 
possessions will not be an obstacle for us, provided that 
we possess them, and do not permit ourselves to be 
possessed by them. 
. .. Dear1'o!ll, if lOU _ desi~ .~he. lig~~ ~ G~J. an<lJls.o. _ 

the light of· this world, if you desire tQ feed your 1>ody 
(and mind), and (at the same time) to seek for the mys
teries of God. do as God Himself does. One of the 

~,- ---... ~ - -------., 

eyes of your soul looks into eternity, the other one into 
nature. The latter goes on continually seeking in desir
ing and creating one mirror after another. Let that be so. 
It must be S(), for God wills it. But the eye for eternity 
musfnot be turned (away from Godfinto-aesire; but by 
means of that eye you should seek to tum· the other one 
towards you, and not let it turn away from you; i.e., not 
let it tum away from the eye that looks into freedom. 
Put one will into that which you are doing, thinking tha.t 
you· are· a servant in the vineyard of God; i.e., into the 
Eternal: Sink your will every hour into humility before 
God; then will yoar image walk in humility with your 
wrrrin the'majesty of God, and be illumined perpetually 
brihe triumphant light of God." (Forty QueStions, xii. 28.) 

All terrestrial fortunes or misfortunes with which we 
may possibly meet do not concern our real divine self, but 
merely the personality with which we are connected dur
iug dur earthly life. This personality is given us for the 
purpose of gaining experience, be it good or evil, and 
therefore we should always be satisfied and remain con
tented in God. 

" Ultimately all things must be one and the same to 
man. He is to become one with fortune and misfortun~, 
with poverty and riches, joy and sorrow, light and dark-

a deep B!gnification; for no one can inherit the kingdom of heaven, i.e., 
divine self-knowledge, unless he becomes like a child that of itself knows 
nothing in th, realm of the spirit. 
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ness, life and death. ~al!js then to hi~~~l! jl2~!ling, for 
fie is dead relativelL~2 ~~ll thIngsinhis~ will GQg ~iJ~ 
all a~ir~ro.ugh all, and neverE~el~ess __ ~e)s nC?~~nJi.~ 
regard to all, and nothing can comprehend Him. ¥v~ry
thing becomesmanifest through-Him, andHeHimself is 
everything." Ne.vertheless h~-~as, :not1i,~g_.c9.!>J~~~~~~lll, 
because'that which is before Him is nothin[ in His com
prehen8ion~ for it does not comprehend Hini'. 1,~ewIse 
will this be the state of a person according" to his sub
mitted' will if he entirely surrenders himself to God. 
Thell will his will drop back into the unfathomable wil~ 
of God, wherefrom it came in the beginning, and it will 
then be in the form of the unfathomabl~ will, wherein 
God resides and wills." (MysteTium, lxvi) 
"--t(!he 'wi}!" surrendered to God, says, • Lord, if Thou, 
wishest me to be imprisoned or in misery, I shall willingly 
De so. It Thou takest me to hell I will go with Thee, 
fOrTliou tiit in heaven. If I have only Thee, what should 
i"'Care for either heaven orne1!?" Even if my body and 
solli were-to- perish, I shall remain in Thee and Thou ill 
me. In possessing Thee, I have all that I want. Use 
me as Thou wilt." (lIfysterium, lxvi.) 

By conquering the terrestrial desire and entering into 
submission to Christ, we shall attain the internal power 
over external nature, first over our own and afterwards 
over "outside" nature, the latter being, after all, .also 
within God, our own divine self . 

.. If you rule merely externa~ly. (by ex~ernal means). 
over all creatures, you are then with your will in an ani
mal quality, and your rule is of an external kind, dealing 
only with forms. Your desire will then be carried into 
the animal essence, which will infect and capture you, 
and you will receive animal qualities. But i~ you leave 
that which merely relates to forms, you will become 
superior to it, and able to rule o,'er all creatures within 
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the foundation wherefrom they h,av:~ b~en~t:e~ted:' (Super
, aensual Uije,viii.) 

" I~~ I!oJlo.w nothing to enter, Jour, ~esire~ ,IOJl wi!J. 
th:e:n be, fr~_~_ from all things and possess p~~~r, __ c?'Y«;l,!",,~! 
You have then nothing witlllii-your receptivity, a~d ar~ 
a~ nothing t~ all things, and all thfngs will be not4!ng ~o 
you, in the same sense as God rules over all things and 
sees them all; but there is nothing 'that comprehends 
Him." (Supersensual Life, ix.) 

"By your own power you cannot attain such a tran
q uillity that no creature can touch you. You must give 
yourself completely into the life'of 'our Lord'Jesus Christ, 
and surrender to Him all your own willing and desiring, 
so'that you desire' nothing without Him. Then will you. 
'be in this world and in its qualities" as far as your body 
is concerned. With your will you will be at the foot or 
the Cross of Christ, arurwith your will you will walk in 
heaven, at the goal from whence all creatures come, and 
to which they all return." (Supersensual Life, ix.) 

The celestial boqy is formed by means'of the terrestrial 
body. ,There is nQ regeneration after the body has died. 

"The soUl proper is nothing corporeal; but the body in 
t1!.e,!!~ture ~~w~~i~~e~, celestial or infernal. It is not a 
~!l.ziqle_,~,~4!-.in an_ external aspect, '~_,~ J?~,!~r-bo(f'y; 
the body of God; the celestial body of Christ." (FO'f'ty 
Question.$;vii. i 8.) '---- -- -- "" ,,'" 

",After thia life there is no -I"egeneration, for the four 
elementswith theIr-principles have departed: (Three
fold Lije, i. I.) 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

DEATH AND ETERNAL LIFE . 

.. The mystic death is the beginning of etemal life." 

MAN is a product of three worlds His spirit is of God, .. 
his soul from the constellation of the astral elements, his 
body from the elements of the terrestrial plane. In each 
of these aspects he partakes of the attributes of the prin
ciple from which he has origiq.ated. As a spirit he is, 
and has been, and will always be, immortal; and is even 
now in heaven, from which he has never departed. As 
a product of the astral plane, he is subject to the condi
tions existing therein, while his physical form must dis
solve again into the elements to which it belongs. With 
whatev~r of these three states man identifies himself, that 
state will be his own. 

"God willed to become manifest in all three prin
ciples, but the order did not remain as it was originally 
instituted. The middle went into the exterior, and 
the exterior into the middle. This is not the order 
of eternity, and therefore the external and the inner 
principles must become separated." (Three/ala Life, 
xviii. 3.) 

"The life which we receive in the body of our mother 
is merely from the power of the sun, the stars, and the 
elements, which not only organise the body of the child 
and endow it with life, but which also bring it to light 
and nourish and nurse it during the whole term of its 
life.. They likewise distribute to it fortune and misfor
tune ... and finally they cause it to die and to decompose." 
(Three Principles, xiv. 4.) 

T 
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" Behold what you are. Dust of the earth; a corpse. 
Your life is subject to the stars aad elementS. It is they 
who rule you according to their qualities, and they endow 
you with talents and arts; but when their period. and 
constellation under which you have been conceived and 
born is ended, then they will forsake you." (Menschwer-
du'1/fI, xi. 6.) . 

CI The corporeal essences return to. the earth; the ele
mental spirit, the air, returns to the air; the water and 
blood are received by the terrestrial water and earth, and 
there remains nothing of the external man. He has then 
ceased to exist. He had a beginning and he had an end." 
( Threefold Life, xviii. 8.) 

"At death the four elements separate from the one 
element. Then the tincture, together with the shadow of 
thllot which constituted the man,.goes into the etber and 
remains within the root of that element from which tbe 
foul' elements were born, and from which tbeyemanated." 
(Three Principles, xix. 14.) 

After the death of the physical form man remains 
still a being of twofold aspect; namely, as a celestial 
spirit, according to the divine principle in him (of which 
he mayor may not be conscious); and secondly, as a 
supersensual, but nevertheless material being, according 
to his astral body. Each of these essences now gravi
tates to the plane to which it belongs according to its 
qualities. From this double but opposite tendency results 
the rupture or division of the soul and the judgment . 

.. When a person in this world dies, he then comes 
before the angel wbo in his sword carries death and ~ife, 
the love and the wrath of God. There bis soul has to 
pass through the judgment at the portals of Paradise-:-If 
.she Ii'as been ~aptured by the wrath of God she will not 
be able to' pass through tbe door, but if she is a child of 
the virgin and born of the seed of the (celestial) woman, 

. she will then pass through. T~en will the angel cut~wa1 
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from her nature that which has been generated by th.e 
s~r.p~I.lt, aild-the souCw!ll then serve God in His holy 
t:e_II!PI~ Jll Paradise, waiti!lK~h~~ J()r the resurrection o( 
~QlIIMi~l bogy." l-(Mysterium, xxv. 2.) 

During his terrestrial existence man can remain con
sciously in the three worlds, and by the power of the will 
with which he is endowed penetrate into either one or the 
other; but after the separation of the soul from the body 
has taken place, he can continue to exist as an individu
ality only in one of these worlds, either within the realm 
of divine light or within the power of the fire; because 
together with his physical body he loses the power of 
self-government. He can then no longer follow his 
own wil1, but has to go where he gravitates. 

" There are three principles in the constitution of man, 
either of which he may unfold during his terrestrial 
existence; but after the body is disorganised, he then 
lives only in one principle and cannot evolve the other. 
In eternity he must remain in that state of conscious
l~ess which he has acquired here." (Three Principles, 
Supplement, x.) 

"There are not three separate souls in man, but only 
one. This soul stands in three principles; namely, the 
realm of the wrath, the realm of the love of God Bnd the 
kingdom of this world .. When the air of the external 
kingdom of this world deserts the soul, then will she 
become manifest in either the dark realm of fire or in 
the holy kingdom of light, which is the kingdom of the 
love-fire, the power of God. To whatever plane she has 

1 It will hardly be necessary to state that this is not to be taken in an 
external and superficial sense, as if the soul were waiting for the resurrec
tion of that physical body which has then already been decomposed and 
pused into other organisms according to its constituting elements; but, 
like all other writings of occult nature, this has to be taken in an. internal 
spiritual meaning, which we must seek to grasp with the spirit rather than 
with the sceptical brain. It refers to the unfoldment of the third l1rin. 
ciple, which remain81atent in the soul during that state. 
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surrendered herself during her earthly existence, therein 
she "remains after the external kingdom has departed 
from her." (Mysterium, xv. 24.) 

During his terrestrial life man may live either in 
heaven or hell, or come out of one of these· states and 
enter the other, because he can then govern his will by 
means of his intellect; but after the death of the body 
the function of the brain necessary for that purpose "exists 
no longer, and then the soul is not able to change her 
will. She therefore becomes absorbed entirely into that 
principle which has obtained ruling power within her own 
nature. For this reason, it is of paramount importance 
for man to seek to unfold during his terrestrial life the 
love of God; i.e., the appreciation of the ideal and the 
will to realise all that is noble and good within his soul, 
so that it will act as his guiding star in eternity. 

, " ¥an ,is .. ~Il this world already in heaven OJ hell, 
~ 

wherever he corporeally may be. If hisspirltis in 
harmony with God, he is then spiritually in heav~d 
his soul is in God. If he spiritually dwells in the wrath, 
he is then already in hell and in company of all the 
devils." (Aurora, xx. 86.) . -

" Here in the life of the soul is the balance. If she is 
evil, she can be reborn in love; but when -the bala~~e 
breaks and the angle h~s turned, then will she be in -that 
principle which is prevailing in her." (Forty Questions, 
xxiii. 10.) . 

"During her terrestrial life the soul can change her 
will, but after the death of the body there remains 
nothing within her power by which she can change h~E 
will." (Tilk. i. 267.) 

., Whatever the soul during her terrestrial life receives 
within her will, and wherewith she becomes entangled, 
that she will take in her will with her after the death of 
the body, and she can no more rid herself of it, because 
she has then nothing but that wherein she has entered, 
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and which now constitutes her very self. But duriug 
terrestrial life she may destroy that wherein she has 
become entangled in her will." (TkreefoldLife, xii 25.) 

If during terrestrial life the will of the soul lIas become 
anti-Christian-that means to say, perverted into an evil 
spirituality-then will the evil nature of the soul likewise 
be.perverted and anti-Christian, and this perverted essence 
will manifest itaelf in the other life as a shape and a 
power for evil. 

" In so far as a person remains in a will foreign to his 
true nature, and does not want to be cured of it by 
entering into the holy Word, this foreign being will 
take substance in him and hold the celestial essence in 4-

! sUbjection; so that the latter remains, as it were, im
prisoned after death and cannot reach the kingdom of 
God, and from this results eternal death." (Mysterium, 
xxiv. 13.) -

" Each one needs only to examine his own quality and . 
see in what direction he is carried by his will. He will 
then know to what kingdom he belongs, and whether he 
is actually a man (in the image of God), as he fancies 
himself or pretends to be, or a creature of the-dark world, ,: 
an avaricious dog, a vain peacock, a lewd monkey, or a ' 
poisonous ~make. If, then, the essence of the four ele=
menta departs from him at death, there will remain in 
him nothing but the internal poisonous and evil conscious
ness." (Six Theosophical Points, vii. 37.) 

On account of the want of plasticity of the matter 
composing the physical body, the anjmal characteristics 
predominant in such a person become never fully ex
pressed in his external appearance during his terrestrial 
life; but the soul is more plastic, and being likewise a 
product and expression of her internal character, she will 
after the death of the body assume the form of that 
animal or monster whose character is dominant in her. 

! 
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"If the spirit remains unregenerated within its 
original principle, then will there appear at the rup
ture of the form such a creature as corresponds to the 
quality of the will (character) acquired during terrestrial 
life. If, for instance, during life you have the envious 
disposition of a dog, begrudging everything to everybody, 
then will this dog-character find its expression in a cor
responding shape after the death of the body; for accord
ing to it the (animal) soul takes (assumes) her shape, and 
this kind of will remains with you in eternity, for the 
doors . of the depths that lead to the light of God are 
then closed before you." 1 (Three Principles, xvi so.) 

If the soul is devoid of the divine light, then will 
the four lower qualities of eternal nature become active 
in her and torment her in various ways. 

"If you have not during your terrestrial life enlight
ened your soul, and the eternal spirit that has been 
given to you by supreme good, in the light of God, so 
that the spirit has become reborn in that light, in divine 
substantiality, then will the soul in the Mysterium 
return to the centre of nature, and enter into the 
quality of'the anguish of the four lower forms of 
eternal nature. There she will then be in the company 
of all the devils, and be forced to devour that which she 
llas stirred up." (Menschwerdung, xi. 6.) 

"If the soul-fire has not become substantiated in the 

1 There are not animals enough in the world to represent all the com· 
binations of evil characters which may be formed within the soul of man; 
neither could such monstrous shapes exist in the physical plane, on account 
of anatomical and physiological laws ; but in the hellish world, where the 
human element becomes mixed with the animal essence, all kinds of 
monsters, half human, half animal, may be found. The horrors of hell are, 
tberefore, not mere inventions of poets and visionaries, but there is no 
reason why they Bhould not actually exist. Certainly, from the point of 
view of the divine spirit, all forms are merely illusive, and as long as man 
is rooted within that spirit he may recognise them as such; but for the 
godless they are horrible realities, as real as the images ot the terrestrial 
wol'ld appear to U8. 
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nor sought for thnt in its desire, it 
fire, burning in and terror, 

"re in its constitnti only the four 
of nature. If nothing of the 

divine power of true humility, there can then be no 
entering of it within itself into the life by means of 
death; but the soul is then like a furiously turning 
wheel, seeking continually to rise and continually sink
ing down on the other side. There is in that state 

of fire, but not for there 
harshness and The bitter-

it; but the 
it imprisoned, results in a 

te::;:~~~ and resemble'5 '&'!heel, turning 
perpetually around itself." (Forty Questions, xviii. 14.) 

" The four forms of the original state of nature are 
the source of universal anguish. Each person feels that 
according to the quality of his Turba, one in one way 
and another in another. The avaricious soul, for instance, 

onld; the angry ; the envious 
"uH"',:""',,:,, bitterness; is continually 

donpping into an (Forty Questions, 

tdere is within tdn ::u:,::::::u::,::w:,,,, of the soul 
the memory of past deeds, and the reproaches 
of those whom she has injured, and as in that subjective 
condition all these subjective images are seen objectively, 
the soul lives in the miseries which she has created. In 
addition to this, the curses of the living (being projections 
of will) !e£:A:h the soul and cause her to suffer. 

nre objective to her tincture. 
Iflez::emhers the kingdeni he:wf:n-which she, 
0: neither see hIlnw~;she then sees 
thG she is sufferh:d has created 

herself. There her tincture 
all the tears of those whom she has injured, and they 
are fiery, stinging, burning, and gnawing, and cause all 
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eternal de~pai.r within the essencea.'-AIld an iniD!ic_al will 
towards GoQ." (Three Principles, xix. 24.) 

" There the master will have tQ render aCCQunt to his 
servants, if he has given them a bad example and. caused 
them tQ enter the way . .of evil. Then will the PQQr SQul 
cry .out in despair against her master; fQr all thl~ is 
.objective befQre her in the tincture." . (Three Principles, 
xxiv. 30.) 

"If a godless person has left behind a great deal .of 
falsehQQd and deceit, SQ that the tincture .of hell is 
invQked .over his. Wm,b, then will that -curse-~_ne£ratelo 
his S.oul. ·rhis (curse) he wilf have to-eat; for it 1s 
his fQQd, sent tQ him by the living. TQ send such curses 
_dQes·not, nowever, belQng tQ the children .of God; -'or 

\ 
by cursing anQther, man casts se.ed intQ hell-into the· 
·wrath .of God. Let every .one beware, fQr he will reap 
that which he SQWS." (Forty Questions, xxiv. 4.) 

During terrestrial life the vQice .of the cQnscience 
can be dr.owned in the turm.oil .of external life, and the 
recQllectiQn .of evil deeds be driven away by all.owing 
.oneself to become immersed in sensual pleasures; but 
after death it d.oes n.o IQnger depend .on the will .of the 
S.oul whether .or n.ot t.o remember the past, and her rem.orse 
is intensified tQ an enQrmQUS extent, by the absence 
.of all external distractiQns. M.ore.over, tlte desire f.or 
gratifying her evil instincts still exists in her, but there 
are n.o means f.or such a gratificati.on. 

/- "During terrestrial life the godless feels the presence 
, .of hell within his false conscience, but he d.oes n.ot 
: understand it; f.or he still lives in earthly vanity, 

wherewith he amuses himself, and which causes him 
pleasure and lust. M.oreQver, his external life is in P.oS
sessi.on .of the light .of external nature, and his SQul 

I revels therein; SQ that the internal pain cann.ot becQme 
manifest. But when the bQdy dies, the SQul can n.o 
l.onger enj.oy such pr.otection and temporal pleasure. In 
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addition to this, the external light will have been extin- ) 
guished for her. Then will she be in an eternal craving 
a~u*~y as she indulged in during her life on 
the earth; but she can attain nothing except her own 
false conceived will. She has now ~oo}!ttle of that_Qf ; 
which she formerly had too much, and with which she I 
nevertnelesswas not satisfied. She would gladly commit 
still more evil, but has nothing whereby she can acco~
plish-it, and thus she enacts all that within her own self." 
(Supernatural Life, xxxix.) . . -

Now the godless soul is filled with her own infamy, 
and there is no room in her for the saving power of 
faith. 

" Man's own sins, his depravity and vices in rejecting\ 
Q-O<h are his hell-fire, which gnaws in him eternally. 
His mockeries are riow before his eyes, and he does not 
dare to let even one good thought enter into his soul; ~or 
the good is to him like an angel, and on account of his 
great wickedriess he cannot touch it with his soul, much 

- less -see it through her; -but he must now -eat - his 
mocker]" together with all h~ vices and sins for ever 
within himself, and he must despair eternally." 1 (Three· 
Pri:riciples, xxiv. 29.) . 

" The godless are free. There is nothing imprisoning 
them. --They may go-down as far_ as J1!~Y.Jike; there 
will everywhere be the abyss and the darkness, and they 
are always in the sameplace:--The deeper they desire 
to go the deeper will they fan, and nevertheless they 
will arrive nowhere, because there is no bottom or 
end." (Foriy Questions, xxxiv. 5.) 

Every being can live only in that element.. to which 
i~ belongs. A fish suffers in the air and a man under 
water. Like\vise the divine light of God is painful 

1 The word "eternally" does not mean a succession of periods of time 
without any end, but a state in which there exists no conception of time. 
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to the devils in hell, and appears to them in an angry 
aspect. I "God also dwells in the abyss of the godless soul ; 
b_~~ Jte--is' not recognisable to her in any other way' 
than as a wrath, and this is the meaning where it is 
written-' With the saints Thou art holy, and with the 
perverted art Thou perverted:" (Mysterium, Ix. 44.) 

" .. The same eternally gen.erating_ and speaking _W9rd 

( . speaks in heaven-i.e., in the power of the light-as holy 
wisdom (delight); but in hell,in darkness, it manifests 

\ itself as the flames of torment." (Mysterium, lxi. 3 I.) 
\ .' . 

As the godless soul finds nowhere relief or aid, she 
ultimately surrenders herself fully to the devil; that. 
means to say, to her own evil will.1 . 

.. The soul is like a person dreaming of being in great 
anguish and torture, and that he is seeking for relief 

. everywhere without being able to find it. He then de
spairs, and seeing no help he surrenders himself to his 
driver (to the interior impulse that is driving him on), 
that the latter may do with him as he chooses. Tnus 
the abandoned soul falls into the power of the devil, 
where she can neither follow nor is permitted to follow 
her own inclinations; but whatever the devil does, she is 
compelled to do also. Thus she becomes an enemy of 
God, and would fain rise in pride and fire over the princely 
throne of the angels. While on earth and in her physical 

, body she used to make a fool of herself, and now she 

1 To the child of God, God is not anything objective, but exists within 
, His own centre. Terrestrial man, in search of God or sa.J.vation, ultimately 

arrives, through disappointment and suffering, at the realisation that God, 
t!le true life and the truth, can ~ found for him not anywhere excepting 
within his own divine self. He then seeks for God within himself, and in 
finding Him he becomes identified with Him and is God. Liktiwise the 
godless soul, seeking for relief and comfort in external things or beings, 
ultimately returns within her own self, and finding no good within her, 
she neceBBarily identifiE's herself with her own evil will, and becomes a 
dpvil 
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remains a fool and a trickster, and whatever folly she 
has carried on in this life she now enacts it there. The 
same foolery is her treasure, and therein is, as Christ 
says, her heart and her will." (Threefold Life, xviii. 10.) 

Nevertheless the devilish soul does not find full satis
faction in evil, for she trembles continually in fear of the 
judgment day, and the only gratification she finds is in 
her resistance to God, and in encouraging and supporting 
the evil deeds and inclinations of mankind. 

"The pain of the condemned (self-condemned) souls, 
,\"hich they suffer Jlntil ~h_e judgment day, is like that of 
an imprisoned convict who contmually listens, and when
ever something stirs thinks that the executioner is 
coming to submit him to justice and give him what he 
deserves. These souls have a perv~rted cQnsci~n~e •. which 
t~rtures them; their sins are always before their eyes; 
they see all their injustice and frivolity, their conceit 
and the misery which they have caused, their scorn 
and arrogance, but now their self-confidence flies away." 
(Forty Questions, xxii. I 7.) 

"The most depraved souls, however, are very daring. \ 
They deny God and curse Him, and are His worst enemies. 
They lie to themselves, saying that they are in the right, 
and they rebel against God, and want to rise above Him 
and perform miracles." (Forty Questions, xxii. 21.) I 

"The condemned soul enters magically into the godless, ." 
essence and enjoys it, and she teaches persons in dreams 
how to perform all kinds of mischief, for she is serving 
the devil. If a wicked person (earnestly) desires some- . 
thing, the devil is willing to serve him, for he can act . 
more easily through the soul of a human being than if he 
is left to himself." (Forty Questions, xxvi. 18.) 

Thus we have now considered the fate of those unfor
tunate souls who have become self-conscious in evil; or, 
to express it in other words, whose spirituality has become, 

Digitized by Coogle 



300 THE DOCTRINES OP JACOB BOEHME. 

as it were. imprisoned within their lower qualities, and 
who are often spoken of as "black magicians" of varying 
degrees. from a simply malicious soul who performs vil
lainous deeds for the mere sake of the enjoyment. she 
hopes to experience from it. up to the devil incarnate. 
who has acquired occult knowledge and uses his spiritual 
powers for evil or selfish ends. But the condition of 
those who have during their terrestrial life found no in
ternal pleasure in evil. but have fought against their evil 
desires. and striven to aid the good in them to conquer 
their evil propensities. is very different from the former 
when they depart from this world. 

cc If the inner will daily and every hour battles against 
the evil qualities with which it is aftlicted, if it quenches 
them and does not permit them to take substance in it, 
while at the same time those evil qualities hinder the 
person. so that he cannot act always according to his 
good will. such a man may believe and know for cer
tain that the fire of God is glowing in him and seeking to 
become light; and whenever the evil body with its evil 
conditions is broken uP. so that it can no longer hinder 
the glowing spark from burning. then will the divine fire 
in its essence burst into a flame. and the divine image 
will be reconstituted according to the strongest quality 
which that person has introduced into his desire." (& 
Theosophical Points. vii 4 I .) 

.. If a person has a constant desire for God. and if his 
desire is so powerful as to enable him to break up and 
tum into mildness the evil essences whenever they begin 
to bum in him; if he can resign everything that in this 
world glitters and allures; if he can do good for evil ; if he 
is powerful enough to give to the needy all that belongs 
to his externals. be it money or goods; and if he is ready 
willingly to desert everything for the sake of God, and to 
enter into a state of misery with the certain hope for the 
eternal; if in him arises divine power. so that he may 
p.waken therein the kingdom of joy and taste God; such 
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a person carries within himself the divine image with the " 
celestial essence even during his terrestrial life, the image ' 
wherein Jesus is born of the virgin. He will not die i 

eternally, but merely let the terrestrial kingdom pass \ 
away from him, it having been in this life to him an " 
opposition and hindrance, wherewith God has (not filled )' 
but) merely covered him." (Siz Theosophical Points, 
vii. 44.) 

Such souls are during this terrestrial life, and still 
more after the death of the body, filled with the light 
and the power of' God. This light moderates the action 
of the fiery will still active in them, the blessings of their 
good deeds surround them, the hope for still greater glori
fication is their life, and from the trouble and persecution 
which they have suffered there arises for them pure joy. 

ce The principle of the father wherein the soul has her 
basis is a burning fire, giving light, and in this light rests 
the noble image of God. This light moderates the burning 
fire by means of the substantiality.of love, so as to render; 
it beneficent for nature and life." (Letters, viii. 78.) 

"Those earnest souls that have worked the wonders, 
of God in His will at the foot of the Cross, having 
received the body of God, i.e., of Christ, and who have 
walked therein in justice and truth, all their doings also 
follow them in their strong will and desire, and they 
experience inexpressible joy in the love and mercy of. 
God, by which they are continually surrounded. The: 
wonders of God are their nutriment; they are living in 
glory, power, strength, and majesty such as is beyond aU: 
description." (Three/old Life, xviii. 12.) 1 

"The blessed souls are rendered happy by the works 
which they have performed while here, and those who I 

have suffered much persecution for the sake of the truth I 

will behold the wreath of victory which is to crown I ..1. 
their new body on the judgment day. There takes place 
in them a continual uprising of joy whenever they con-

;I 
r 
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: template the future. As their deeds have been varied, 
I so is their hope. A day-labourer having gained much 
: is glad of the reward Thus it is there. A joyful 
. consciousness abides in them. All the .scorn to which 
they were submitted and all the accusations that have 
been falsely brought forward against -them are to ~hem 
a great honour of victory. Their frequent prayers, good 
thoughts, and good works in behalf of their neighbours 
are the nutriment which they take until the time when 
their (celestial) body will eat of the fruits of Paradise." 
(Forty Questions, xxii. 4.) 

.. He who aids the degraded blesses himself, for he 
wishes him everything good, and prays to God to bless 
him in body and soul. Thus his desire and blessing 
returns to the giver in the Mysterium and surrounds him, 
and follows him as a good work born in God. _ This is 
the treasure which man takes with him; his earthly 
treasures he will have to leave behind." (Mensckwf/I'dung, 
cxi. 4.) 

There is no Dlan without sin, and as he is followed to 
the other side of the grave by all of his works, his sins go 
with him, but if he has known how to obtain forgive
ness for his sins, then his happiness will not be infringed 
upon by them.1 

" Man is followed by all of his works, and he has them 
. eternally before his eyes and lives therein, unless he has 
out of his malice and falsehood been newly born by the 
blood of Jesus Christ. If so, he will then break through 

\ the earthly and hellish image and enter into an angelic 

1 This II forgiving of sin" hu a meaning very different from that which 
Is commonly accepted. Nobody can forgive the sins of another man; the 
sinner !1imself must free himself of his sins. 

II Sin is like a shell, out of which the new man grows, and he then 
throws the shell away. This is called • forgiveness,' because God (in man) 
gives that which is sinful away." (Mmachwerdung, xi. 10.) 

II Nobody can forgive sin8 except Christ in man. Whenever Chri.t 
lives in,man, there is the absolution." (Orace, xiii. II.) 
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one,. and come into anoth~r kingdom, to ~hi~h h~s imper- ) 
fectlOns cannot follow him,and thus mIl the Image of, + 
God be restored out of the terrestrial and hellish form. "I 
(Three Principles, xvi. 47.) 

The departed blessed souls trouble themselves neither 
about that which belongs to hell nor about terrestrial 
matters of any kind. Their existence resembles that of 
a .man enjoying a happy dream.· 
. "The rest of the so~l is lik~ that ?f one who rests ) ) ) 
m a sweet sleep." (Forty Questwns, XXIX. 1.) «.' '.' \ 

"Those h~..EPL s~~!s_. that. are .. 1'~!!t~nK. in ~~~am~' v.- ,- .:.... 
bosom, in Christ-i.e., in the heavenly essentiality 
(Depachan~n9t!>e. d[stul'b~d_~y. Ii.nybody, unless 
they should wish it themselves, in case that they were 
very favourably inclined towards some particular soul in 
harmony with their own. ~e'y do not trouble them-
selves about terrestrial things, untess it be for . the 
glorification of God. In that case they will be inde
fatig~ble in revealing things in a magical way." (Forty 
Questions, xxvi. 22.) 

In regard to the intercourse between mortals and that 
class of spirits Boehme says in a letter:-

"You are asking questi9ns of things which I cannot 
know, because for that purpose I would have to be 
myself within the departed soul, and the spirit of that 
soul would have to be my own; but as we are all 
having one body and one spirit in Christ, therefor~~aJl 
of us Dl.ay. see in Ghrist out of on.e spirit and .. !l~joy Ilis 
knowledge. Thus our soul is in relationship with the 
sOUIs-of"the dea~. They cannot come to us, but we may 
penetrate unto them." (Forty Questiuns, xxv. I.) 

Fully sanctified souls are in possession of an enormous 
amount of self-knowledge; others have less. 

ee The soul which in this body has entered into the 
new birth and penetrated· to God through the doors of 
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the depth has great wisdom and knowledge, even as 
regards the heavens; for she has come from the womb 
of the virgin, wherein have been unfolded the eternal 

: miracles of God, and the splendour of the Holy Trinity 
shines out of her. But we err if we attribute great 
wisdom to a soul that has hardly escaped from the 
clutches of the devil, after having left a world wherein 
she cared nothing about divine wisdom, but merely 
followed her own desires." (Three Principles, xix. 6 I.) 

It is an ab!lurdity to believe that the departed souls 
of God, the saints, could petition God in regard to our 
necessities, or argue the case with Him, or that they 
could put into motion the eternal and infinite mercy of 
God. 

"The departed souls do not petition God on our 
behalf. Why should they do so? 01;lr salvation does 
not depend on their begging, but on our entering. -g 
anyone puts his will' into God,' then will God helP him. 
His' arms' are outstretched by day and night for me 
purpose of aiding man. Should then, a soul~so 
presumptuous as to make out of God an over-s~vie 
Judge, unwilling to receive a converted sinner?" (Forty 
.Questions, xxvi. 23.) , 

It is explainable that the souls of deceased saints 
have performed what is cal1ed "miracles;" but this did 
not take place after the manner in which it is commonly 
believed, but by a conjunction of the faith (will) of the 
Ii ving with the faith of the departed. 

"We do not deny that (as it is taught by Popery) 
great departed saints have appeared to many persons 
and performed miracles. This is true, although it is 
now denied by many; but it belongs to a different 
ABC (to another department of occult science) than is 
known to those who affirm it, or to those who deny." 
(Forty Questions, xix. 63.) 
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"The reason why our forefathers have sometimes 
appeared after death in some wonderful manner is to 
b~~d in the faith of ~1!~ _li~.i~g; for f~ith _ is_ a power 
that may move _mountai~~ --The fait~ _.of these living 
persons was still good and pure, and_they did not worship 
their beliiesor adore earthly show. Therefore their faith 
p-enetrated into heaven; i.e., into the one element, to 'the 
saints. - Thus one faith grasped the other; for the saints 
aiso- were . reacting upon that strong faith, especially 
those saints who while upon the earth had converted 
many to God. Thus some wonderful works have 
been accomplished by invoking their memqr:y." (Th1·ee 
Principles, xviii. 80.) 

" One faith grasps the other. The faith_of the living 
caught that of the saints, and the Taith p'erformed the 
mIracle. - -Faith can' overthrow r mountains. It could 
destroy the "world,if God were so to direct it." 1 (Forty 
Ql£esti()?I,s, xxvi.) 

In the above we have considered two different classes 
of human spirits or souls; namely, those in whom the 
principle of darkness and evil has become manifest, and 
who ultimately become identified with that principle • 
which is called "the devil," and we have also inves-' 
tigated the fate that awaits those in whom the principle 
of light, or good, becomes manifest; but there is to be 
met a vast number of souls in whom the division of 
good and evil, within the fourth form of eternal nature 

. has not yet taken place, and who are in that state which 
is called Kama loca in the East and Purgatory in the 
West, although the meaning commonly attached to these 
terms is not quite identical. 

"The souls in which doubt and faith are mixed have 

1 If there is nobody living to-day able to perform a.miracle by the 
power of faith, thi8 does not disprove that the true living faith is a spiritual 
power, capable of manifesting all the qualities that are claimed for it, but 
it is, rather, 8uggestive of the degraded state of the presen~ generation. 
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basis neither nor in hell, but 
in the middle where fire aId 

separated from They are 
,TErba. Many a there for a con'SH.letf~hle 
I time; the wrath, however, cannot devour the little spark 
of faith which the soul possesses, and has ultimately 
to release her. What (suffering) this implies, I leave 

I those to experience who remain wilfully in sin to~1he 
, end, and then wish to be saved." (Fm·ty Questions, 

.) 
is not possible 'what kind of a 
soul will have through before, 
little spark can enter (inte 
The world believe such a 

tion; the world is too clever, and likewise too blind, to 
. understand it. People cling for ever to the letter. I wish 
I to God that no one would have to pass through that 
; experience; I would then gladly keep still and say 
I nothing about it." (Forty Questions, xviii.) 

principles have 
will, of couess, uething, because 

(sciritual) intelligf'rwe~ an entity is 
corpse, which affected by the 

tive influence of the astral elements than the unconscious 
physical body by its own decomposition; but if there is 
still any spiritual intelligence left in that astral form, it 
will then have to pass through a painful and forcible 
separation. 

Ivlany a soul will, 
to remain for time in 

has stained her,,, 
truly entered 
to a certain 

persons that are here loaded with temporal honours and 
power, in which case personal claims being substituted 
for justice, malice, but not wisdom, is the judge. 

Digitized by G, 



DEATH AND ETERNAL LIFE. 307 

When the hour of death approaches and the conscience 
awakens, such a soul trembles in great fear of hell, and 
would like to be saved; but there is only very little of 
the saving power of faith within her, while before her 

. is 1l0t11irig but injustice and falsehood, earthly lust, and 
the tears and sighs of the down-trodden. Her desire 
turns to a certain extent towards God, but the sins she 
committed are in her way, and there arises in her a great 
doubt and unrest. Many a soul then clings to the saving 
power as it were by a thin thread. When, then, death 
actually takes place, and separates the soul from the 
body, the poor soul will then cling to that thread and 
refuse to let go her hold of it, but all her essences are 
still deeply immersed in the wrath of God; she is tor
tured by her gross sins, and the thread of faith (the 
umbilical cord) of the new-born being is very feeble.1 

Therefore when the bridegroom says 'Come!' the poor 
soul answers, ' I cannot; my lamp is not yet ready; , but 
she clings to the thread and puts her imagination into 
the heart of God, and thus she becomes ultimately 
redeemed by the suffering of the Christ (in her) from the 
pool of putrefaction; i.e., from her fearful sins that are 
burning in the wrath of God and wherein she is im-, 

I mersed." (Three Principles, xix. 4 I.) 

A soul that has gathered her divinity around herself 
like a garment of light and cut loose from all earthly 
attractions will have no desire to return to the earth 
and takes no interest in terrestrial affairs, which in fact 
she has forgotten, like a person who forgets his external 
circumstances after he goes to sleep; but a soul still held 
captive by the terrestrial essence or state may reappear 
among mortals in her sidereal (astral) body for the pur
pose of seeking gratification for some personal wish. Such 
Bouls sometimes return for the purpose· of asking the 
living to aid them with prayer. 

1 Suoh_souls are called "autratma'," (thread souls) in Eastern books. 
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"When a person dies the external body becomes de-
composed and returns to that of which it has been formed, ~ 

but the soul born from eternal nature, and having been 
introduced into the Adamic essence by the Spirit of God, 
cannot die j for she has not originated in time, but from 
the eternal generation.· If the soul .hAs introduced her 
will into temporal things, she has then conceived of the 
quality of those things in her desire, and holds to them 
magically, as if she were possessing them corporeally. 
Of course she cannot keep the elementary (physical) body, 
but she may retain her sidereal body until it has been 
consumed by the constellation (the astral elements). Thus 
it happens sometimes that persons arter death are seen 
in their houses, in their own body, but that body is cold, . 
dead, and stiff, and the soul-spirit attracts it only by 
means of the astral spirit, until the (physical) body is 
decomposed." (Letters, xxii. 8.) 

" Souls that have not yet reached heaven have still the 
human st,ate, with its deeds, clinging to them, and there
fore many a soul of that kind returns in her sidereal 
form and haunts her house, and is seen in human form. 
She may then ask for this or that, and think to be able 
to obtain the blessing of the saints for her rest (by means 
of the prayers she asks), and she may likewise concern 
herself about children or friends. All this, however, 
does not last any longer than until her astral spirit has 
been consumed, and then she will enter into rest. After 
that all her sorrow and trouble is over, and she has then 
no more knowledge of it; only that she sees it in the 
wonders, in the magia (of the spirit)." (Forty Questions, 
xxvi. 8.) 

" Christ says, ' Wherever your treasure is, there is your 
heart.' Thus it has often happened that unfortunate souls 
have reappeared in their community and asked for help by 
way of prayer, and that they fancied that in this way they 
might find relief. Out of such facts the doctrine of the 
purgatory has originated." (Threefold Life, xii. 24.) 
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As a matter of course, no dead soul can be made alive 
by prayer, neither can mere lip':prayer or any empty 
ceremony aid the soul in freeing herself from the bonds 
of matter, but the living may aid the" dead," and espe
cially the. dying, by means of true prayer; i.e., bJ ~n 
e~~cise o! ~ s~ri~~al will (divine aspiration) in them. 
Thus prayer may ala them to combat the powers of dark
ness, provided that the prayer'of those persons is earnest 
and Uili 'of fa~th. 

"We acknowledge that the community of Christ has 
. great power in redeeming a soul, provided that they do 

their work earnestly, as it used to be done among the 
primitive Christians, when th~re were still saintly per
sons and saintly priests in existence. They surely did 
succeed, but not those who assert that they carry the 
keys and could let souls out of purgatory according to 

. their pleasure and according to the amount of money 
received for it. For such persons, it would be better if 
they were never given any money, so that they would 
not cling to it with their desire." (Forty Questions, 
xxiv. 12.) 

" The prayer of the living for the dead may be useful 
in so far as those who pray are truly Christians (in their 
hearts), and in a state of regeneration. If the poor soul 
has not become entirely brutalised into a worm or an 
animal, but if she still enters into God with her desire, 
and is theref~re 'still . connected with Him by the thread 
of regeneration, and if the soul-spirit of those who pray, 
together with the poor soul herself, turns in fervent love 
towards God, then will the former aid the latter to wrestle 
with the elem~nts of darkness and to burst the chain's (!f 
the devil. This is especially possible at the time of the 
separation of the spirit from the body, and eminently so 
in the case of parents, children, or blood relatives; for 
among those who are related with each other by blood 
the tinctures enter easier into the necessary harmony (co
vibration), and th~_~ the spirit is more willing to enter' 
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~!l:to the battle, and there is then more facility of con
quering than if only strangers are present. !lith is i.§, 
however, useless unless these persons are themselveB_llt 
the- state-oC-rege-neration, fo~ one devil cannot destrgy 
another devil: If the soul of the dying is entirely sepa-

( 

-i'ated from that which links her to Christ, and if she 
reaches not by her own efforts for the thread, then will 

-+ the prayers of the others avail nothing." (Three Principles, 
xix. 55.) 1 

1 The bond that connects the soul with the divine state is the power of 
spiritual love. If at the time of death there is only a thread of that power 
strong enough to attract the soul to the Divinity, then will the soul tear 
herself loose from her sinful self and enter into heaven; and therefore it 
is written that the sins of the woman (the soul) were forgiven, because she 
had loved much. An ignorant man, having the love of God in his heart, 
\yill gain eternal life according to the degree of his love and enlighten
lDent; but he who has much enlightenment, but without any love, is a. 
child of the devil • 

.. The ways of God are different from the wa.ys of man. That which 
man loves, therein God hides Himself." (MYBtel', Mafrl'o. lvii. 17.} 
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CHAPTER XV. 

CONCLUSION. 

"For a long time efforts have been made to transform a whore into a 
virgin, but thereby her whoredom has only been ornamented and 
increased. If this whore is to perish, then all the sects will ha\'e to 
perish, together with the animal whereupon she rides, for they are 
all only images of the whore." (MYlter. Magno, xxxvi. 69.) 

"Extra Ecclesiam nulla salus." 

HE who has grasped the meaning of the writings of Jacob 
Boehme, of which the foregoing pages are merely a con
densed review or summary (written for the purpose of 
encouraging the study of his works) will not ask for a 
corroboration of the truth of his doctrines by man-made 
authorities, but he will find that corroboration in Christ. 
On the other hand, he who is not able to open his own 
eyes to the perception of eternal truth, and to see the 
divine light by the power of that divine light within 
himself, will always be in doubt, no matter how many 
books he reads. Thus the perplexed cc freethinker," 
imagining that he can find divine wisdom somewhere 
else except in wisdom itself, and the benighted "secta
rian," who seeks for Christ in some external Church, 
outside of Christ, are like the blind, stumbling about 
in the dark, seeking for the truth in external things, in 
books and authorities, but not in the truth itself. They 
may read one book to-day, and if it is according to their 
taste, imagine it to be true; and to-morrow perhaps they 
will get hold of some other book in which contrary asser
tions are presented, and if they appear more plausible to 
them than those of the first, they will reject the former 
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and swear to the truth of the latter, until at some future 
day perhaps still another book is accepted by them, still 
more plausible than the rest. 

"I say it openly and publicly, that all that is patched 
together out of fancies and opinions, wherein a person 
has not divine self-knowledge, but from which he merely 
draws conclusions, is nothing but Babel, and not wisdom; 
for the work has to be done, not by seeming and fancy, 
but by self-knowledge in the Holy Spirit." (Epistl. 
xi. 39.) 

"Of this we complain about Babel, that they are so 
blind, and have so little knowledge of God. They have 
thrown away Magia and philosophy, and accepted the 
Antichrist. Now they are devoid of understanding. 
They have a science, but no real knowledge. They have 
broken the mirror and are looking through spectacles." 
(Forty Questions, xxi. 16.) 

What, then, it is asked, is poor humanity to believe? 
Is there no way by which they may determine what is 
true and what false? Are they to accept the doctrines 
of the "Christian" Churches or "esoteric Buddhism," or 
some Eastern theology, or the doctrines of those that are 
called "theosophists;" or shall they reject everything, 
read nothing, and care for nothing except their temporal 
comforts ? 

To this we would" answer, that there is no salvation 
anywhere except in the Christ; that is to say, in eternal 
truth itself. No one can actually know what is and what 
is not true as long as the truth is not alive and conscious 
within himself. No one can know divine wisdom unless 
he is a god. It is said that we may test all things and 
keep that which is best; but to be able to judge af what 
is best in the end we have to be ourselves in intimate 
connection with the Best;· i.e., we must be in possession 
of God. We cannot judge between wisdom or folly if 
we are not wise; we cannot know what is really good if 
we depart from the foundation of eternal Good. 
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"Tht:l spirit of this world does not know its own self, 
unless it be that another light shines into that spirit
a light wherein the mind may rest and know its own self." 
(Th1oeefold Life, v. 28.) 

"The touchstone of the Christian is his love towards 
God and mankind." (Threefold Life, xiii. 42.) [S" Learn to know the guide from the inner world and 
also the guide from the onter world, so that ye may 
know the magic school of both worlds. Then will yonr 
mind be free from delusions, for in delusion there is no 
perfection. The spirit must be capable of grasping the 
mystery. The Spirit of God must be the guide in man's 
desire. Without that man ~ill be merely in the external 
mystery, in the external heaven of the constellation, 
which also frequently strongly kindles and drives the 
human soul; but he has not th. divine nwgi, schooling, ) 
such as exists only in a simple and childlike mind." 
(Epistl. xi. 62.) 

"The external guide works and shines merely in the 
mirror; but the inner one lights up the essential being, 
and this it could not do unless guided by the Spirit of 
God. Therefore he who knows the celestial school is 
with God, and will be a Magus, without doing much effort, 
if he is held by God and driven on by the Holy Spirit." 
(Epistl. xi. 62.) 

No one, except he who lives in the light and in 
whom the light is a living reality, can know or perceive 
light. To him who is and has always been immersed 
in darkness every theory about the nature of light is 
nothing more than a theory. This is true alike in 
regard to the external sunlight as it is in regard to the 
light of the spirit. The external light of the sun is the 
cause of all external life, activity in all terrestrial beings, 
and the spiritual divine light is the life of the soul. The 
realm of that light is the only true and infallible, but 
unknown, Church of Christ, wherein alone salvation can 
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be found, and there is no other Church possessing the 
power of redeeming mankind, because that" Church" is 
not a system wherein the qualities of the light are de
scribed, but the light itself, and only the light can over
come the darkness; the darkness cannot redeem itself. 
That light can only be found in itself, but not in the dark .. 
ness, where it has not b~come manifest.l 

The "true Church of Christ" means the spiritual and 
divine aspect of humanity as a whole, and to whatever 
denomination, " Christian" or "unchristian," a person may 
belong externally, if he has found the true light of the 
Christ, i.e., his own conscience, within himself, then is he 
a member of the true Church of Christ, and a member of 
the inner circle," an "initiate" and "adept;" but if he 
has not found the Christ within himself, then all his titles 
and pretensions are worthless and ridiculous. 

This light is the .A.tma-Buddhi, eternally shining into 
the Manas (mind). It is the light of Buddha, because 
without that light Gautama could not have become a 
" Buddha," i.e., "enlightened." It is the light of Jesus 
oj Nazareth, for without that light the germ of divinity 
that sleeps within the peaceful corner, the mystic 
" Bethlehem" within the soul of man, that child could 
not become Ohrist. It is the light of every human 
being, for it is the centre and the sun of his own eternal 

( 

1" Abel is the fundamental church representing God. The church of 
Cain is to be converted through Abel. Therefore God has not rejected 

-~ the church of Cain in so far as not to be willing to receive any member 
thereof; but the true church is like a lamb among the wolves on &CCpunt 
of the wolfish natures of the members usually composing that church." 
(Three Principles, xx. 89.) 

"How blind are those who imagine that they are not permitted to 
touch the great mystery, and that this could only be done by man-made 
priests. Wherever true Christians are assembled, there is the temple of 
God." "You are all on good terms with the church, but no one is willing 
to enter the temple of Christ. Nevertheless there is no other salvation 
than to enter out of death into life. Unless you do so you will fur ever 
remain in darkness." (Threefold Life, xi. 81.) 
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life, the fountain of all his knowledge, for only in that 
light rests the recognition of eternal truth. 

"The will of God is open to every man, by whatever I 
name the man may be called ..•• or what use are 
creeds and opinions to him who has attained self-know- I 
ledge? Opinions are not the Spirit of Christ that gives I 

life, but the Spirit of Christ gives testimony to our spirit \ 
that we are children of God. He is in us, and we do \ 
not need to seek for Him in opinions." (Threefold Life, . 
xi. 82.) 

"You need not hunt for any place or locality to t 
find the Holy Ghost j for as the sun rises and shines 
until it sets, so the Christ shines into aU places and + 
hidden corners from the beginning of His humanity unto . 
eternity. The communitY.9f (Jll.1:i~,~~s everywhere an,d -f

in all countries, wherever men and women avoid sin and ,I 

enter into thewiffo{ God." (Threefold Life:'~C 88:5 . - /--L -,.--- .. _" •.... ' .. ,. ~ 

Humanity resembles a tree, of which Christ is the 
trunk, the individual souls the branches, and the ever
changing personalities that successively appear upon the 
earth are the leaves. Within the trunk all are one. The 
branches differ in their shapes; some are big, others 
small, and grow bigger from year to year. But the leaves 
drop off in the autumn and grow again in the spring; 
they may rustle and stir in contrary directions when the 
wind blows, they may have separate and opposite interests 
to fight for, but thTi tree remains one. The tree may live 
without the individual leaves, but the leaves cannot con
tinue to exist without the tree. Only within the trunk of 
the tree, and not in any separate association of leaves, can 
we find the source of our life and our origin and know our 
true nature. Therefore Boehme is continually advising us 
to strive for that trunk of our tree of life, and for that foun
tain of eternal light and life. He who seeks in Boehme's 
book for information to gratify his curiosity is usually 
disappointed, becanse Boehme does not profess to teach 
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anything outside of Christ, or to supply us with any know
ledge which we may not find within ourselves, if we seek 
like him within tbe interior fountain. He even protests 
against wanting to know anything that is not in Christ, 
and says that such things as cannot be found in Christ 
are worthless and vain. 

"Christ" means the Way and the Truth j it means Eternal 
Life for humanity and for every individual. No one would 
ever think of seeking for the source of his own life any
where except within his own inner soul, for the univer
sal life awaits him only in so far as it is active within 
himself. 

Nevertheless this is exactly that which the inhabitants 
of Babel are not willing to see.l They seek for God 
everywhere except within the Divinity that is dormant 
within themselves. They dream of some God in the sky 
whom they expect to come and to save them, while they 
neglect to save themselves. They seek for information 
from books, but never listen to the voice of that Word 
by whose power the All was created, and which speaks 
within their own hearts. 

This want of understanding in regard to the true 
Redeemer of mankind is the cause of all social troubles 
with which mankind is at present afflicted, because they 
cannot see that all true salvation must come from within 
and not from without, and that merely external reforms 
are of little value as long as the selfishness of man, which 
is the root of all evils, is not reformed within. 

The fact that the sacred name of Christ has been and 
is continually. misunderstood, misapplied, and prostituted 
by "Christians" and "anti-Christians," by bigots and 
rationalists, does not change the truth of His being the 
spiritual light of the world, and the spiritual light within 
the soul of every individual being, man, woman, or child. 

I Every one thinks he does not belong to Babel, but Babel is as big as 
the world. 
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dream? 
hut within On?'{3 consciousness, 

the power of exclusivelh 
and de sir??, which require? 

the continual exercise of repelling all that is vulgar and 
low, is the only "practical occultism" worthy of any 
attention. 

All the accusations brought forth, either justly or un-
the Christian the vilification? 

U'.'.,"'Ul'" hurled authorities, have 
Church of Christ 

while the external 
and authority, 

will for ever remain the great courtezane, riding upon the 
beast created by her pride and selfishness, the spiritual 
Church of Christ rests in eternal tranquillity safely in 
God. This Church is inaccessible to aggressions of any 
kind from external sources, because it is divine, internal, 

All the fault? the" Christina 
been blamed, {)))ent blood that 

in the abusad Christ, all the 
those Churches ')(lded themselveEf 
misdeeds, h)w4) to do with th(l 

true Church of Christ, they belong to the devil parading 
under the garb of a saint. The history of bigotry is 
not the history of what ought to be properly called the 
Christian Church; it is the history of human ignorance, 
villainy, and superstition. Such corruption has nothing 

twe Christianity, than a wart upon 
has to do with intnlligence. Sects 

are not the external bodh 
They are the E)zhE'Gts of unnatuml 

such they must the mental and 
spiritual darknes.s of the world is dissolved by the light 
of the Truth, which is, and always will be, the only 
Redeemer of man. When this light once penetrates into 
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all the depths of the soul, then will the darkness cease 
to exist, and as man will thereby come into possession of 
real self-knowledge, there will be nothing that he does 
not know, for man himself will then be the Truth, the 
Christ; the All having been swallowed up by the Christ 
in Him who is the Lord 1 of all. Therefore Boehme 
says:-

"The Man-Christ (man having become Christ by Christ 
becoming Dlan) is Lord over all, and comprehends within 
Himself the whole of divine existence. There is then no 

, other place where we can recognise God except within 
the substance of Christ (in us), because in Him re
sides substantially the fulness of Divinity." (Questions, 
i.153·) . 

"All that God the Father is, and all that is in Him, 
will then appear within me (in man) as a form, an image 
of the essence of the divine world. All colours, powers, 
and virtues of His eternal wisdom will be manifest in me 
as His true image. I shall myself be the manifestation 
of the spiritual divine world and an instrument for the 
Spirit of God, wherein He plays with Himself. I shall 
be His stringed instrument and celestial harp, and not 
only "I," but all my co-members in the gloriously COD

structed stringed instrument of God." (Signature, xii.) 

This means that when the Divine Light (the .Atma
f, 1 •• A thing which is a unity, having only one will, doeR not fight against 
.' itself; but if there are ma.ny different kinds of will in one thing, each elf 

/

1 them then wants to go ite own way. If one will is the Lo,.d over the others, 
having them entirely in his power, then does the oomplex of the thing 
constitnte only one being, for the many wills are obedient to their lord. 

I Thus life is a cause of trouble, for it exists in many different wills, each 
, essence having a will of its own which may be put into action. Thus the 

I life of man is its own 'enemy, one form fights the other, and this is the 
case not only in man, but in all creatures; it be then, that the forms of 

\ 
life obtain a mild, lovely Master, to whose power they must obey. He can 
break their self-will and power. This Lord is the light of life, the master 
over all the qualities. He can tame them all, and they love to submit to 

I him, for the light gh'es them mildness and power. They give their will to 
the life· light, and it endows them with mildness." (8i:l: Points, iv. 4.) 
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Buddhi or "Christ" in humanity) becomes fully manifested 
within the mind (Manas) in man, then will the m!l.U 
(Jlanas) be illumined by it, and be itself that Light, .Atma
Bltddhi Manas or Christ. Thus, when man enters the true 
Church, i.e., the spiritual realm of divine light of wisdom, 
theu will that light of divine wisdom penetrate him, and 
man, having become all "mind," will be rendered se1£
luminous and self-knowing thereby. All that prevellts 
man from entering into that state is his selfish will and 
egoism, and therefore when man, relatively to his own 
selfish will (constituting his own terrestrial self), has 
become entirely helpless, as if nailed to a cross, and if his 
selfish will has died upon that cross, then will take place 
his glorious resurrection as a divine being, even as the very 
Christ Himself. Then will his former illusion, whereby he 
imagined himself to be an isolated being and a thing sepa
rate from the rest of humanity, have passed away, and 
he will recognise the God in him, and himself as that 
God, living ill the Light that pervades the All, and being 
himself the All, and with arms outstretched upon the 
crosg of life, drawing to his heart every human being by 
the power of divine love. 

This divine love is n&ither a chimera nor a dream, nor 
the belief in it a superstition, but it is the most sub
stantial reality; for it is the very essence of that of 
which the world has been created. Its beauty can be 
perceived by man in everything by means of what is 
beautiful in himself, and it is tangible to the soul touched 
by it. It is not confined in gross material bodies, but 
superior to everything. It is self-existent and free, and 
causes the soul, the light, to arise out of the dark fiery 
will, comparable to a beautiful plant growing out of the 
dark soil. It is not an unconscious mechanical force or 
attraction, but divine will and self-consciousness, in other 
words, the Spirit of God. 

The realm of this divine love-light is the only true 
church, outside of which no salvation can be foun~ 

Digitized by Coogle 



320 THE DOCTRINES OF JACOB BOEHME. 

neither by scientific acquisitions nor by anything that is 
inferior to divine love. The true divine self of every 
human being is a member and an inhabitant of that 
church, and he who severs his connection with it throws 
away his own life. 

Science says that each thing has an aura of unknown 
extent wherein the qualities of that thing are revealed, 
and the same truth may perhaps be more correctly ex
pressed by saying that each thing and each being is a 
part of an individual power of unknown size, possessing 
certaiu qualities, and having evolved a form or organism, 
wherein some of these qualities have become manifest. 
Thus our visible material bodies are only a manifestation 
of a part of the true man living in the kingdom of light. 
The real man is an inhabitant of heaven, it is merely his 
shadow which walks in mortal form upon the earth. 

Not to identify ourselves with the shadow, but to attain 
the knowledge of our celestial self, is the object of this 
terrestrial life. 

This recognition of one's own divine self no mortal 
being can attain by his or her own power,- because only 
that which is immortal in man can recognise itself as 
being immortal. Without the presence of eternal truth 
that truth cannot be recognised, nor can, in the absence 
of light, the darkness illumine itself. 

It is therefore not sinful man, the shadow, that can 
know the true light, the Christ; but Christ recognising 
His own divine image in man. Thus Christ lives in the 
sanctuary of man, and all that is capable in man of 
recognising the Christ in him, lives -in the Christ; but 
if man has attained that state in the Christ, he will then 
cease to be merely a man, but free of the illusion of self, 
he will know himself to be God. He will then no longer 
desire to attain, or to become something, but rest in his 
own divine self-consciousness, knowing his shadowy self 
to be nothing but a delusion, and his divine self All in 
the Christ. 
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--++--

ApPARITIONS, 

"THE soul originates from three principles j she lives therefore 
in a threefold anguish, and is held by three ties. The first tie 
links her to eternity and reaches within the abyss of hell (the 
fiery will) j the second is the kingdom of heaven j·the third 
is the region of the stars with the elements. The third 
kingdom is not eternal, but has a certain period of existence j 
nevertheless it· is this kingdom that causes the man to grow 
up, endowing him with manners and will, and desires relating 
to good and to evil. It gives him beauty, riches and honours, 
and makes him a terrestrial god. It is with him unto tha 
end of his time, and then it departs and as it aided him to 
obtain life, so it aids him in death, and cuts. him loose' from 
the astral soul 

" First the four elements break away from the one element; 
and thus the activity in the third principle ceases j and this is 
the most terrible thing, that the four elements are broken up 
within themselves. . Then the tincture wit·h the shadow (of 
what was man) enters into the other, and with this the shadow 
remains in the root of the element from :which . the four 
elements were born, and from which they issued. This break
ing up alone is the suffering and the pain; it is the destruction 
of the sensitive house of the soul. 

" But if' the essences of the so'ul in the first principle haye 
been so much attached to the ways of this world that they 
have desired only for the lust of the latter, for temporal 
honour, power, and pomp; the will, the soul, i.e., the essences 
out of the first principle, still retain the astral essences as their 
most precious treasure, and desire to dWE'll therein; but as 
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these essences are now deprived of their mother, the four 
elements, they become gradually consumed in the essences of 
the first principle. 

"Then will the soul in her astral garment, floating within 
the doors of the depth, experience great uneasiness owing to 
her earthly state, and by the power that belongs to her astral 
constitution she may reappear in the shape of her former 
corporeal body, asking for this or for that, such as has been 
her desire before she passed away, and seeking to obtain rest; 
and she may also go about haunting places and trying to 
manifest her presence at night, according to her sidereal spirit, 
making noises of various kinds. 

"That with which she has clothed herself during life, this , 
will be her garment. If it is luxury, lust, ambition, riches, 
lDalevolence, anger, lies, or the illusions of the world, then will 
the strong power of the essences out of the first principle hold 
on to these things by means of the sidereal spirit, and render 
~t active according to the astral quality. The sidereal spirit 
restlessly clings to that for which it desires; as is said by 
Christ, 'Where your treasure is, there is your heart.' There
~ore it often happens that the ghosts of dead persons are seen 
going about iIi great unrest. That with which the soul has 
clothed herself here in the body (in her will and thought), that 
qonstitutes her anguish, and according to her anguish will be 
her shape and form in the astral state, until this state and 
anguish is consumed. Her eternal dwelling-place is the deep 
abyss without end or number, and the works which she per
formed here are embodied in the forms in her tincture, and 
follow her. 

"There is no light neither from this world nor from God, 
but the ignition of her own fire is her light, it being the 
terrible flash of her wrath and inimical. The kind of the an
guish of such souls differs according to the quality of that with 
which the soul has burdened herself. For such a soul there is 
no help; she cannot enter into the light of God; and eyen 
if St. Peter had left a thousand keys Upon the ~arth, neither 
of them. would unlock the door, for she has severed the bond 
that connected her with Divinity." . (See Three P"incipleB, xix. 
and foIl.) 

i. 
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AsCETICISM. 

"It is written that it is very difficult for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. This does not refer to the 
possession of wealth, but to one's vain and avaricious life; 
for while man grows fat, God is forgotten. None ought to 
imagine that hEl is blessed because he is poor. If he is an un
believer and godless, he is then in the kingdom of the devil, 
in spite of his poverty. Neither ought the rich man throw 
away his money or give it to the spendthrift, thinking 
thereoy to gain eternal bliss. The kingdom of God is in 
truth, justice, and love towards the needy. It oondemns none 
who-properly uses -that which he 11as. You-must not lay 
doWn your ·sCeptre and go into a -corner and lament. This is 
only hypOcrisy. - You can he of -Service to the law of justice 
and to the kingdom of God better if _ you keep your sceptre 
'and protect the oppressed and weak, and work for right and 
Justice; not according to your avarice, but in the love and 
fear-of God." (Principles, xxv. 74.) 

AsTRAL SPIRIT. 

"All that we think and do and desire in our external being ,. 
is the work of the spirit of this world acting within our con
stitution; for the body is nothing but the instrument of that 
spirit wherewith it works, and, like all other instruments that 
are born of the spirit of this world, it will ultimately break and 
'be decomposed. Therefore no man shall despise or condemn 
another man if the latter has not the same qualifications as 
he; for the natural heaven (the constellation) builds up each 
man according to the nature of the ruling influences. It gives .
to every person his or her ways and manners and shape, and 
also his desires and instincts, and this cannot be taken away 
from the external man as long as the external heaven does not 
break up his animal constitution. But if the external man 
does 'flot do that whi.ch the spirit of the external world desires 
in him, but is forced to depart from that which is false 
and illusive; then such a power does not come from the t 
external heaven, but from the new-born man within, he being 
-from eternity, and battling with the earthly man; and often; 
he gains a victory over the latter." (Tkree Principles, xxV. 6;) 
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ATONEMENT. 

"If you wish to follow the path (of light), you must use 
great earnest: It must not be mere talk or pretence, while 
the heart is far away; for in this way you will attain nothing. 
You must gather together your whole mind, with all your 
senses and reason, into one single will, if you wish to become 
reformed, and to come out of your abominations. You must 
put your sense into God, into His charity, with full <:<>nfidence 
and assurance, and then you will attain it. And if the devil 
in you says, 'It cannot be; you are too great a sinner;' let 
not this terrify you; for he is a liar and th~ father of,doubt. , 

"There are not more than two kingdoms moving within 
you. One is the kingdo!Il of God, wherein is Ohrist, desiring 
you; the other is the kingdom of hell, wherein is the devil, 
and he desires you also. Then will the poor soul have to bat~le, 
for she is in' the middle. Ohrist offers to her the new robe, 
and the devil the cloth of sins; and whenever you have a good 
thought or desire for God, and wish to enter into the true 
atOnement (becoming one with the Divine), that thought is 
most certainly not from yourself, but from the love of God, 
and t~e noble virgin is calling to you ~co~e, ~d ·noC to 
desist in your efforts. But if on this way you are m~t hy your' 
great sins, that seek to detain you like mountains, so that 
you can find no peace in your heart; then is this most surely 
the work of the devil, who causes you to think that God is not 
willing to listen to you. Let not in such moments anything 
detain or terrify you; for the devil is your enemy. It is 
written that if your sins were as red as blood, if you truly I 

repent, they will become ~as white as snow." (Principles, J 
xxiv. 34) 

"Thus the precious jewel is sown; but remember well, it 
does not immediately grow into a tree. Often will the devil 
brush over it and seek to uproot the mustard-seed ; the soul 
will often have to weather heavy storms, and be covered with 
the shadows of her sins. But if you constantly battle against 
the powers of evil, then will the tree grow and blossom, and 
you will obtain the fruit," (Oomp. Three Principles, xxiv. 
37·)' 

Digitized by Coogle 



APPENDIX. 

THE CROSS. 

The cross with the image of a dying person nailed thereon /1 

is the symbol of regeneration and initiation. It reminds the 
true follower of Christ that he must pass through the mystic 
death and become regenerated in the spirit before he can 
enter into the glory of eternal life. The cross represents 
terrestrial life, and the crown of 'thorns the sufferings of the 
soul within the elementary body, but also the victory of the 
spiri~ over the elements of darkness. The body is naked, to 
indicate that the candidate for immortality must divest him~ 
self of all desires for terrestrial things. The figure is nailed 
to the cross, which symbolises the death and surrender of 
the self-will, and that it should not attempt to accomplish 
anything by its own power, but m1lrely serve as an instru
ment wherein the Divine will is executed. Above the head 
are inscribed the letters: 

I. N. R. J. 
whose most important meaning is : 

IN NOBIS' REG NAT JESUS. 

(Within ourselves reigns Jesus.) , 
But the signification of this' inscription can be practically 
known only to those who have actually died relatively to the 
world of desires, and risen above the temptation for personal 
existence; or, to express it in other words, those who have 
become alive in Christ, and in whom thus the kingdom of 
Jesus (the holy love-will issuing from the heart of God) has 
been established. 

To the c)ll1ic, sophist, and fool this symbol will be incom
prehensible, and in the hands of the bigot ,and hypocrite it 
is a token of his disgrace, and a testimonial of his own god
lessness and self-condemnation. 

"The external world or the external life is not a vaUey 
of suffering for those who enjoy it, but only for those who 
know of a higher life. The animal enjoys animal life; the 
intellect the intellectual realm; but he who has entered into 
regeneration recognises his terrestrial existence as a burden 
and prison. With this recognition he takes upon himself 
the Cross of Christ." (Epistles, ii. 34,) 
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DEATH. 

"The holy and heavenly man, hidden in the monstrous 
(external) man, is as much in heaven as God, and heaven is, 
in him, and the heart or light of God is begotten and born 
in him. Thus is God in him and he in God. ~d is nearer 
to him than his bestial body. 

"The animal body is not his own native country, wherein 
he is at home; the true man, regenerated and new-born in 
Christ, is not in this worId, but in the paradisEi of God; and 
although "he is in the body, nevertheless he is in God. And 
although the animal body dies, nevertheless nothing happens 
to the new man, but he comes forth out of the contrary will 
and torment-house into- hiS-;~tive country. There needs to 
be no removing to any distance or place, wliither he may have 
to go, that it might be better with him, fOJ: God is everJW~~E~ 
revealed in him." (The Epistles, xxv. 13.) 

DOUBT. 

"The nothing wherein the devil resides. Doubt is the 
negation of that faith which is ~d. It is the outcome of 
selfishness and of that blindness which causes man not to 
recognise the possession of what he already has." (See 
Threefold Life, xiv. 4 1.) 

GOD. 

"~d is eternal unity, the unmeasurable one good, having 
nothing before or after it that could possibly endow it with 
something or move it. It is without any inclinations or 
qualities, without any beginning in time, within itself only 
one. It is purity itself, without any contact; requiring 
neither place nor locality for its dwelling, being at once out
side -of and within the world. Into its depth no thought can 
penetrate, neither can its greatness be expressed in numbers, 
for it is infinity itself. All that can be counted or measured 
is natural or figurative, but the unity of God cannot be 
defined. It is everything, and has been recognised as good. 
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and is called C good,' because it :is eternal mildness and 
beneficence within the sensitivity of nature and creature, 
the sweetest love. For the unity in its aspect as good issues 
out of itself, introducing itself into willing and moving. 
There the unity lives and penetrates the willing or moving, 
and the willing and moving experiences the mildness of th~ 
unity. This is the foundation of love in the unity, of which 
Moses says, C The Lord our God is an holy God, 1Uld there 
is no other besides Him.'" (Theos. quest. i. I.) 

HUMILITY. 

cc God is the centre of man, but he resides only within 
himself, unless the spirit of man becomes one spirit with him; 
in which case he will become manifest in human nature, in 
soul, mind and desire, whereby he becomes perceptible to 
the inner senses of man. The will sends the senses into God, 
and God impresses the senses and becomes one being with 
them. Then the senses carry the power of God to the will, 
and the will receives them joyfully but tremblingly; for it 
recognises itself as being unworthy knowing that it comes 
from an unsteady dwelling. Thus it reeeives that power by 
sinking down before God and out of its triumph arises a 
lIweet humility. This is the true essence of God, and this 
conceived essence within the will is the celestial body, and 
is called the true and just faith, which the will has received 
in the power of God. It sinks within the mind and resides 
in the fire of the soul." (Menschw. x. 8.) 

JESUS CHRIST. 

cc In the fifth quality the glory and majesty of God becomes 
manifest as the light of love. It is written that God resides ' 
in a light into which none can enter. This means that no 
created being has ever been born out of the central fire of 
love, for it is the most holy fire, and even God Himself in 
His Trinity. Out of this holy fire has emanated the JAH, 
a ray of the sensitive unity. This is the dear name of 

I 
JESUS, redeeming the poor soul from the wrath-fire, and in \ 
taking up human nature, giving itself up to the central fire 
of God in the soul, in the wrath of God within the · soul ,; . 
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kindling her again with the love-fire, and uniting her" with 
God." (Tkeos. quest. iii 25.) 
" " CHRIST is he tHat is regenerated of human quality; 
the mother of regeneration, the anointed one." (See 
Stiej., 19.)1 

MAN, TERRESTRIAL AND CELESTIAL. 

" The virgin says: I have something against you. I have 
raised you up from among the thorns. When you were a wild 
animal, I have configured in you my own image. But the 
wild animal is among the thorns ~ this I will not take unto 
my bosom. You are still living within your wild animal. 
When the world takes that animal, because it belongs to it, 
then will I take you. Thus each one will take its own belong
ings. Why do you therefore love so much that wild animal 
which causes to you nothing but sorrow ¥ You cannot take it 
with you. It does not belong to you, but to the world. Let 
the world use it as it may, but remain you with me. It will 
be only a little while; then will your animal break, and you 
will be rid of it, and remain with me. How will you then 
rejoice, if you think of that animal, which afHicted you day 
and night, and of which you are then free. As a flower grows 
up out of the earth, so do you rise up out of your wild animal. 
You say, 'I am your animal; you are born in· me.' 
Listen, my animal! I am greater than you. When you was 
to become, I was your constructor. My essences are out of 
the root of eternity; bllt you are of this world. You will 
break; but I remain eternally in my power. Therefore 1 
am far nobler than you. You live in the wrath; but 1 will 
put my fearful wrath into the light, into eternal joy. My 
works are in power, while yours remain as shadows. When 
I am once rid of you, 1 will then never accept you again as 
my animal; but (1 take) my new body which I am regenerat
ing within the deepest root of the holy element." (P1inciples, 
xxi. 69.) " 

NATURE. 

" Lift up your mind in the spirit, and see that the whole of 

1 Jesus represents the Logos and Christ the Karana sharira in Eastern 
terminology. 
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nature, with all the powers therein, with its depth, width, and 
height, heaven and earth, and all that is therein and above 
the heavens, is the body of God, and the powers of the stars 
are the arteries in the natural body of God in this world." 
(Aurora, ii. 16.) . 

" Nature is not God, no more than the body of a man is ) . 
man. Nature is the echo and image of eternal nature, made : 
manifest by the power of the Word.~' (Tabulre Prineipif£, li.) 

PATH. 

" Neither in the sky, nor upon the earth, or among the 
lltars or the elements, can we find any way by which we may 
enter into rest. We behold merely the entrance into life, and 
next to that its end, when our body will be borne back to the 
earth and all our works, labour, and sciences, and glory will be 
inherited by another, who also troubles himself for a while 
with such things, and then follows us (into death) . . This 
continues from the beginning of the world unto its . end. 
During our misery we can never know where our spirit 
remains while the body breaks and becomes a corpse, unless 
we are new-born out of this world; so that although we live in 
this world in our body, nevertheless we dwell in our soul and 
spirit in another eternal, perfect, and new life. Therein a 
new man will be found in our spirit 8ndsoul, and therein 
shall and will he live eternally. Only in this new form will 
we learn to know what we are and where our true home is." 
(Principles, xxii. 5.) 

PLANETS. 

The seven planets refer not only to certain visible stars, 
but to the seven qualities of eternal nature, namely

I. " Saturn-Astringency; darkness. 
2. )J. Jupiter-The active desire within the astringency. 
3. 0' Mars-The fiery strength. 
4. 0 Sun-The light of nature. 
5. ~ Venus-The beginning of substantiality. 
6 9 Mercury-Life; sound; the verbum fiat. 
7. ( Luna-Moon; corporeity. 
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" It the first three qualities have their superiority in the dark 
principle, then will the other qualities be dormant in their 
centres; and all the seven are then evil, as follows :-

t. Saturn-Ava.rice. 
2. Jupiter-Cunning. 
3. Mars-Anger. 
4- Sun-Pride. 
S. Venus-Lewdness. 
6. Mercury-Envy. 
7. Ltma-The flesh. 

"If the three first qualities have their superiority in the 
principle of light and a.re born out of the dark centre, then 
will they have in them the n~ture of light. They will then 
all the seven be good, as follows:- ' 

t. Salurn-Charity. 
2. Jupiter-Wisdom. 
30 Mars-Meekness. 
4- Sol.,.....Humility. 
S. Venus-Chastity. 
6. Mercury-Beneficence. 
7. Luna-The substantiality of the body of Christ." 

PRINCIPLE. 

"A principle (beginning) is nothing else but a new birth, 
a new life. There is only one principle in which is eternal 
life, namely, the eternal divinity, and this would not become 
manifest if God had not created within himself creatures, 
such as men and angels, who know the indissoluble band, and 
how the birth of eternal light in God takes place." (Prin
ciples, v. 6.) 

"God had no other material out of which to create any
thing, except his own essence. But God is a spirit, intangible, 
and having neither beginning nor end. His depth and great
ness is everything. A spirit does nothing except that it rises, 
and stirs, and moves, and gives birth to its own self. In its • 
birth there are especially three forms-bitterness, astringency, 
and heat; but in these three forms there is neither a firsj;, nor 
a second, nor a third; but they are all three only one, and 
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each one gives birth to the other and to the third." (P,'in
ciples, 1 3.) 

SEX. 

CI The male is the head, and has in him the upper regiment 
with the tincture of the fire, and in his tincture he has the 
soul that desires for Venus as its corporeal matrix. The soul 
longs to have spirit and body, and this has the matri:e of 
woman. But the lower regiment is the female one, and her 
regiment stands in the Moon .. for the Sun gives the heart, 
and Venus the tincture, not of a fiery, but of a watery kind. 
The spirit furnishes the air, and its tincture is not in the heat: 

" The female desires the male, and the Moon longs for the 
Sun i for she is of a material nature, and desires a celestial 
heart. Thus the female matriz desires for the heart of man 
and for his tincture the soul; for the soul is eternal good. 
Thus exists sexual desire among all creatures, and they wish 
to mingle with each other. The body does not understand 
this, neither is it understood by the air-spirit; but the two 
tinctures, the male and the female ones, know it well." (Three
fold Life, ix. 106.) 

SOPHIA. 

"The fiery soul, pure as clear gold, and tested in the fire 
of God, is the husband of the noble Sophia, for she is the 
tinctu1·e of the light. If the tincture of the fire is perfectly 
pure, then will Sophia be united with it, and thus Adam 
receives again the most noble bride that was taken away from 
him during his sleep, and will take her into his arms. This is 
neither a man nor a woman, but a branch on the pearl-tree 
standing in God's paradise. But how the bride receives her 
groom in his clear and bright fire-quality, and how she gives 
him the kiss of love, this will be understood only by him who 
has been at the marriage of the Lamb. To all others it will; . 
be a mystery." (Mysterium Magnum, xxv. 14.) I 

SUBSTANTIALITY. 

"If you boast of being a Ohristian, why do you then not 
believe Ohrist's words when he said, 'I am with you even to 
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I the end of the world;' and furthermore, that he will give us 
his body for food and his blood to drinld You say, 'Christ 
has gone to heaven j how then could he be in this world 7' 
Perhaps you agree that he is present with us in his Holy 
Spirit. But what would become of the new-born man in you 
if he were fed only by spirit, this being merely food for the 
soul i Each life eats of its own mother. The soul is spirit, 
and eats spiritual food j the new-born man eats of the pure 
e~mE:l.ntL-_and the external man of the outcome of the four 
elements. 

"What will it benefit the (ethereal) body if the soul eats of 
the pure divinity 7 for you know that the soul and the body 

\ ~re not one and the same thing. The soul is spirit, and needs 
'-:-.' ~ \ spiritual food. Or do you think that you can feed the new 

man with earthly food t If so, you are then still far from the 
I kingdom of God." (Principles, xxiii. 6.) 

SULPHUR, SALT, AND MERCURY. 

"The word SId means and is the soul of a thing j for in 
the word Sulphur it is the oil or the light, which is born from 
the syllable Phur. It is the beauty or goodness" ofa thing; 
its love or best beloved. In a creature it is the intelligence 
and sense, and it is the spirit born from the syllable P1W,l·. 
The word or syllable Phur is Prima Materia, entering into 
the third principle within itself, the Macrocosm wherefrom 
the elemental (terrestrial) kingdom or essence is born; but 
in the first principle it is the essence of the innermost genera
tion, wherefrom God the Father from eternity gives birth to 
his Son. In man it is also the light born from the sidereal 
spirit within the other centre in the Microcosm, but in the 
Spil'acu!um it is a soul-spirit in the inner centre. It is the 
light of God, which alone possesses that soul which is in the 
love of God, for it is kindled and breathed upon by the Holy 
Spirit." (Three Principles, ii. 7.) . 

"Sal is Prima Materia, astringency. In the strong 
astringency arises the bitterness j for in the powerful attrac
tion arises the uneasiness of the spirit. For instance, if a 
person becomes angry, his spirit attracts that which causes 
him to become embittered and trembling j. and if he does not 
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resist and put it down, then the fire of wrath becomes kindled 
in him, so as to make him burn in malice. Then in his mind 
and soul this becomes substantial and a being." (Three 
Principles, i. 9.) 

U Mercury, an astringent bitter fire-sulphur-water; the 
most terrible of all states; but you must not imagine it to 
be a Materia or a tangible thing; it is spirit and the source 
of the first beginning of nature." (Three Principles, i 10.) 

"It comprehends all the four qualities wherein arises the 
life; but it has its beginning not in the centre, like Pltur, 
but according to the fire-flll.Sh within the terror of the dark 
quality." (Threefold Life, ii 42.) 

WORD. 

"The whole power of the Father speaks out of all. the 
quslities the WORn, i.e., the Son of God. The same word, 
or the same sound, spoken by the Father issues out of the 
-8alniter, or the powel's of the Father, and out of the Father's 
Mercuriu8 or sound. Thus the Father speaks the word out of 
himself, and the same sound is the glory of all his powers; and 
after it is spoken out, it is no longer contained within the 
powers of the Father, but sounds and rings in the whole of 
the Father in all powers. This power outspoke1'l. by the Father 
has such a strength that the sound' of the word immediately 
and rapidly penetrates through the whole depth of the Father, 
and this strength is the HoI, Spirit; for the outspoken word 
remains as a glory or majestic command before the king; but· 
the sound, issuing through the word, executes the command of 
the Father which he has spoken out through the word, and in 
this is the birth of the Holy Trinity. The same takes place , 
in an angel or man. The power in the whole of his body has 
all the qualities as in God the Father." (Auror. vi 2.) 

"In the spirit of the word is to be understood the whole of 
Divinity, with all its powers and effects, and with its whole 
essence; its uprising, penetrating, and changing; the whole 
action and the whole generation." (Auror. xix. 72.) 

"Thus every creature has its own centre for its out-speaking, 
or the sound of the formed word within itself, both the 
eternal and temporal beings; the unreasoning ones as well as 
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man; for the first EnB has been spoken out of the sound of 
God, by wisdom, out of her centre into the fire and light, and 
has been 'formed into the fiat, and entered into 'compaction.' 
The Ens is out of the eternal, but the compaction is out of the 
temporal; and therefore in everything there is. something 
eternal hidden in time." (MYBteriU1n Magnum, xxii. 2.) 

" In that quality in which each word in the human voice in 
the act of outspeaking forms and manifests itself, either in the 
love of God, as in the holy Ens, or in the wrath of God; in 
the same quality will it be taken up again therein after it has 
been spoken out. The' false word becomes infected· by the 
devil, and sealed up for (future) detriment, and is' received 
within the MY8terium of the wrath, as m the quality of the 
dark world. Each thing returns with its Ens to that where
from it has oriPted." (MlIBterium Magnum, xxii. 6.) 

"The word is near to thee, even within thy heart and lips, 
and God himself is the word which is in thy heart and lips." 
(Three Principle8, iv. 10.) 
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