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The Friday Mosque at Mopti in Mali

Black pepper plant
and peppercorns from
the Pacific Islands

Aymara Indians from
the altiplano in Bolivia

Copper from Namibia

High, windswept
plains, called the
altiplano, in Bolivia

Street scene in Tokyo, Japan

A variety of different
crops grown on
small farms in Italy

Street market
in Lausanne,
Switzerland

Traditional house built by the
Tswana people from Botswana

Wine and cheeses
from Germany
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

THIS BOOK IS DIVIDED INTO six continental
sections — North America, Central and South
America, Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australasia
and Oceania. At the start of each section there

is a map showing the whole continent, and pages

describing the peoples who live there. Each
country, or group of countries, then has an
individual map showing its cities, towns, and

COUNTRY PAGES

The country pages, like this one for Japan, have
been designed to give you as much information
as possible about the way of life in a country — its
people, their traditions, politics, and the
economy. All the countries of the world

are featured in the book.

FACT BOXES

Each country page has a box with important
statistics about that country, such as its area,
the size of its population, its capital city, and
its currency. The notes below explain some

other entries that appear in most fact boxes.

kr (T

/N

JAPAN

Capital city: Tokyo

Area: 145,882 sq miles
(877,835 sq km)

Population: 128,000,000

Official language:
Japanese

Major religions: Shinto
and Buddhist 92%,
other 8%

democracy

Government: Multiparty

Currency: Yen

Adult literacy rate: 99%

Life expectancy: 82 years

People per doctorhd96

elevisions: 707 per
1,000 people

/

People per doctor
This figure shows how many
people there are for every one

doctor. It gives a rough guide as

to whether people have easy
access to medical attention.
Find out more on page 276.

main geographical features. This is followed

by country pages that go into detail about life
in the countries. The reference section can be
used to find out more about subjects of general

interest, such as world religions or political

systems. There is also a glossary, a gazetteer, and
an index. These two pages explain the symbols
and information found throughout the book.

COLOR BORDERS

Each continental section has a
different color border to help you
locate that section easily. This
page on Japan has the color used
for all the countries in Asia.

HEADING

Every page in the book has

a heading telling you the
name of the section followed
by the name of the country
featured on that page.

ASIA +JAPAN

ASIA ¢ IAPAN

Locator map

This shows the
position of a country,
or countries, in
relation to its
neighbors. This
locator map shows
where Japan lies off

emain proud of their culture

the highest in th
is strong, but pe

orld.

and wraditions,

FISHING FOR FOOD

the coast of
mainland Asia.

Major religions
The figures provide
a breakdown of the

religious beliefs of
the people. All the

main religions are
explained in detail
on pages 274-275.

Government
This describes how a country is ruled, or
governed. The main types of government

| are explained on pages 270-271.

Adult literacy rate

This is the percentage of people in a country
that can read and write. Literacy rates are
based on the ability of people aged 15 or
over to read and write a simple sentence.
Find out more about literacy on page 277.

Life expectancy

The number shows how long the average
person in a country can expect to live.
Figures are a combination of the average
life expectancy for men and women. There
is more about life expectancy on page 276.

Abbreviations used in the book:
Imperial

ft feet

in inches

sq miles square miles

mph miles per hour

°F degrees Fahrenheit
Metric

m meters

mm millimeters

cm centimeters

km kilometers

sq km square kilometers
km/h kilometers per hour
°C degrees Centigrade
Other abbreviations

BC Before Christ

AD Anno Domini

Us United States

UK United Kingdom

Find out more ______|
EARTHQUAKES: 13
GROWING CITIES: 17, 136
LIFE EXPECTANCY: 276
PACIFIC RIM ECONOMIES: 137

FIND OUT MORE BOXES

At the end of each country entry
there is a Find out more box.
This directs you to other pages in
the book where you can discover
more about a particular subject.
For example, one of the pages on
Japan explains how the country
suffers from hundreds of
earthquakes a year. You can find
out more about earthquakes and
why they occur by turning to page
13 in the book.




HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

MAP PAGES

Each country appears on one of
the regional maps, like this one
of Southern Africa, shown below.
These maps show many
geographical features, such as
mountain ranges, deserts, rivers,
and lakes, along with capital cities
and other major towns. The key
on the far right shows you what
these features look like on the
maps. A compass point fixes the
direction of the region in relation
to North (N).

This figure is the
page number.

This figure
gives the grid
reference on
the map.

Durango Town Mexico 39 Eb

Durban Town South Africa 247 110

Dushanbe Town Tajikistan 161 G8

Diisseldorf Town Germany 95 D6

Dvina (Northern, Western) River Russian
Federation 78 I8, L6, 109 G6, J8, 138 E5

Dzhugdzhur Range Mountain range
Russian Federation 133 06, 139 Q8

E

East China Sea China 10 K6, 133 L10,
265 A3
East Frisian Islands Germany 95 E3

USING THE GRID

The grid around the outside of
the page helps you find places
on the map. For example, to find
the city of Durban, look up its
name in the gazetteer on pages
284-295. Next to the word
Durban are the reference
numbers 247 I10. The first
number shows that Durban is on
page 247. The second number
shows it is in square 110 of the
grid. Turn to page 247. Trace
down from the letter I on the
grid, and then across from the
number 10. You will find Durban
situated in the square where the
number and the letter meet.

Key to features
on the maps

MALI

BURKINA
FASO

International
border

CHINA :"!
i &
-".-‘r— “INDIA
';"' i [ - d 8
Disputed border

| KANSAS

OKLAHOMA
[ g |

State or province
border

l(I)O 2?0 3(|)0 4?0 5(I)O km

AFRICA e SOUTHERN AFRICA

ST

l(IJO Q(I)O 3(I)0 miles
SCALE

Each map features a scale which
shows how distances on the map
relate to miles and kilometers.
The scale can be used to see how
big a country is, or how far it is
from one place to another. Not
all maps in the book are drawn
to the same scale.

LOCATOR MAP

This map shows the position of the
country, or countries, within the
continental section. It also shows
how near the country is to the
equator, the Tropics of Cancer
and Capricorn, or the Arctic or
Antarctic Circle. This gives an
indication of how hot or cold a
country is. Find out more about

B C D E F G H
cONGo

1 J K L

CABINI
L A l ON THE

Map J5
Highest point: M.

THINGS TO LOOK FOR

MAP
Longest river: Zambezi,
Mozambique/Zimbabwe/
Zambia/Namibia/Angola,
1,678 miles (2,700 km)

Ntlenyana, Lesotho, 11,424 ft
(8,482 m) Map HI0
st lake: L. Nya:
Mozambique/Malawi/
Tanzania 11,000 sq miles
(28,490 sq km) Map J#

0100 200 300 400 500 km

0 100 200 300miles

——]
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Thabana ZIMBABWE  MOZAMBIQUE
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NAMIBIA
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*NAMIBIA
abandia

7 o o
Francistown, Botswana _ WINDHOEK
Jan 77°F (25°C) = 5
July 58°F (15°C) s
8 Jan 42in (107 mm) -
July 0in (0 mm) %
=
&
.

£y
o P St

Good Hope

. Agulhas

CITY GROWTH

Across southern Africa, people are
leaving the countryside and moving
to the cities in search of work.

The outlying areas surrounding
such cities as Johannesburg in South
Africa are crammed with shantytowns
which are now a permanent feature
of the landscape. Maputo, the
capital of Mozambique (right),
doubled in size between 1975 and
1983 and now contains more than
1.5 million people.

Port Elizabeth, South Africa
Jan 70°F (21°C)
July 56°F (13°C)
Jan 1.2in (31 mm)
July 1.9 in (48 mm)

I

‘WOMEN’S ROLE

In traditional African society, women generally
acted as wives and mothers and were responsible
 for routine household tasks and growing crops.
Today, many African men work away from home
in the mines and cities for one or two years ata
time, leaving women to form a majority in their
villages. This means that women are now taking
on more responsibility in the communities.

climate on pages 14-15.

247

Angola Namibia
COUNTRY FLAGS

The national flag for
each country or territory
appears around the edge
of the map. The designs
often reflect the culture
or religion of the country.

WEATHER FACTS

The average temperature and
amount of rainfall recorded
in January and July are shown
around the main map.
Weather facts are given for
several places on the map to
show how temperature and
rainfall can vary within an
area. The weather inland,

for example, will generally be
hotter than that near the coast.

The Sun symbol
represents the
average temperature.

Frajicistown, Botswana
;::é Jan 77°F (25°C)
July 58°F (15°C)
Jan 4.2 in (107 mm)
July 0 in (0 mm)

The cloud symbol
represents the
average rainfall.

Abbreviations used on maps
L. Lake

I orIs. Island(s)

R. River

Mt. or Mts. Mountain (s)

St. Saint

C. Cape

Res. Reservoir

Missour; b
Arkan, /_\
~3/
River

Wadi
T T
L Tug
Lake

Waterfall

Akosombo
Dam |

Dam

%)

RIYADH

Capital city

Sholapur
L
H; bad
ydera.a

Major town

Citlaltépetl
(Orizaba) '

Mountain
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NATURAL DISASTERS

NATURAL DISASTERS SHAPE both our landscape and
human history. Since civilization began, mankind has
had to cope with the the power unleashed by nature
in the form of volcanoes, earthquakes, floods, and
fires. The immense forces nature unleashes affect all

our lives and influence everything from the way we
construct buildings to where we situate towns and
cities. Though we can prepare in a limited way for
natural disasters, no one knows when the next will
strike and with what force. People also pollute the
atmosphere, and this means that our climate and
its destructive power is changing in ever more
extreme and unpredictable ways.

TROPICAL CYCLONES

Tropical cyclones, known as
hurricanes in the the Caribbean and
the U.S. and typhoons in the west

of the Pacific Ocean, are powerful,

seasonal storms with high winds of over

70 mph (113 km/h). They originate
in oceans over the equator and there
are around 100 worldwide each year.
Sometimes they do not reach land,
but when they do, vast destruction is
usual. Tropical cyclones are given
names, such as Hurricane Katrina or
Mitch, so people can identify them

in forecasters’ warnings. The thunder

storms they generate can produce

10 in (25 cm) of rain each day and
thus make huge amounts of energy,
often equivalent in one day to as much
power as the U.S. uses in one year.

- .;“"!._;{b

Hurricane Mitch sustained winds of more than 180 mph (290 km/h) and caused huge destruction.

EL NINO

The satellite image of Earth shows
the temperature of the land and
sea around Indonesia, the red
and white colors indicating
higher than average readings.
Later sea temperatures dropped
dramatically. The departure of the
large mass of warm water affects
where rain clouds come from, and
brought drought to Indonesia.
This is the weather disrupting
phenomenon known as El Nino.

HKiribati in the Pacific will be one of the first countries to be totally submerged.

GLOBAL WARMING

An ever increasing amount of so-called “natural
disasters” are, in fact, the results of global
warming, a heating up of the Earth’s climate
that scientists now believe is probably caused by
atmospheric pollution. As countries’ climates
change, people must prepare for new weather
situations they had not previously encountered,
such as flooding and drought. The warmer
temperatures are also melting polar ice caps,
thus increasing sea levels. The result is that low-
lying areas of some countries will revert back

to the sea and some whole islands may be lost.

A bush fire rages in Kakadu National Park, Australia.

FIRE

Bush, or forest, fires can be one of the most
terrifying of all natural disasters. They destroy vast
tracts of vegetation, kill large numbers of animals,
and can do great damage to crops and property.
A forest fire usually starts after a particularly dry
season, and while fires may be set off spontaneously
or through a strike of lightning, often they are
caused by people. Once burning, the fire quickly
grows in scale, becoming a huge wall of flame.
Strong winds can drive the flames, spreading
them at huge speed and across vast distances.

272



THE PHYSICAL WORLD

EAST I
SIBERIAN
SEA

EA

e

CHUKCHI

CONTINENTS

The seven continents that make up
the world’s land mass are, from
largest to smallest: Asia, Africa,
North America, South America,
Antarctica, Europe, and Australia.
The polar regions, not completely
visible on the flat map, surround
the North and South poles and are
shown on the globes left and below.

BEA UFOR T

Only 29 percent of
the Earth’s surface
is land. The
percentage area of
each continent is
shown here.

Water: 71%
Earth’s surface

o

o N

Land: 29%

Australia:
5%

Europe:
7%

‘,

w

)]

.

* Galdpagos
i

THINGS TO LOOK FOR
ON THE MAP

Highest point on Earth: Mt. Everest,
China/Nepal, 29,035 ft (8,850 m)
Map H6

Lowest point on Earth: Mariana
Trench, Pacific Ocean, 35,840 ft
(10,924 m) below sea level Map L8

G - Longest river: Nile, Egypt/Sudan/
Uganda, 4,187 miles (6,738 km)
Map E7

Largest lake: Caspian Sea,

Azerbaijan/Iran/Turkmenistan/
Kazakhstan /Russian Federation,
146,101 sq miles (378,400 sq km)

: ~ —t——| MapF5 -
r y 1 | Largest ocean: Pacific Ocean,
e .?'mntﬁv 63,804,540 sq miles
f/ o hian foo e (165,241,000 sq km) Map Q7
. Is. it | | |
N O Q R S T U

Africa:

20%

North

America:  America:
16 5%

Greenland

South
_.1%

‘ Antarctica:
9.5%

10

11

12
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MOVING CONTINENTS

MOVING CONTINENTS

THE CONTINENTS THAT MAKE UP most of the Earth’s land surface
are always on the move, shifted around by forces deep inside the
Earth. This is known as continental drift. Movement, or drift,
takes place because of intense heat generated within the Earth.
The heat is carried upward where it disturbs the cool, rocky
surface, or crust, forcing sections of it, called plates, to move.
Each year the continents, parts of the plates, drift nearly half

an inch (about a centimeter), some getting closer together,
others moving farther apart, some grinding past each other.

As this happens, many of the Earth’s natural features

are created or changed.

200 million years ago

PANTHALASSA

PANTHALASSA

IN THE BEGINNING

Scientists believe that some
300 million years ago all the
land on Earth was joined together
in one “supercontinent” called Pangaea. It

was surrounded by a giant ocean, Panthalassa. About
200 million years ago, as the plates moved, Pangaea
began to split into two great landmasses, Laurasia in
the north, and Gondwanaland in the south. These were
separated by the Tethys Sea. As the plates continued to
move, the two landmasses split and moved farther apart,
eventually forming the continents on the map below.

180 million years ago

The hot
inner core
is solid

‘\‘/\;E THYS SEA

65 million years ago

Liquid Earth’s crust

outer core

Upper mantle

Lower
mantle

INSIDE THE EARTH

The Earth is not a solid ball, but is made up
of many different layers. The crust that forms
the continents and the ocean floors is a thin
layer of rock that covers the Earth like a shell.
The mantle beneath is 1,864 miles (3,000 km)
thick and made of hot rock, some of which is
molten (liquid). At the center is the core, the
hot metallic center of the Earth. This is liquid
on the outside and solid on the inside.

"ANTARCTIC PLATE
B w s

T T &Yy

KEY TO MAP

~——— Subduction zone
e Mid-ocean ridge and faults
——— Collision zone

= = Uncertain plate boundary

‘ Movement
of plate

4 Volcano

-3 h I ""‘h
b S ey
T %

AearrRe? o,
gt e %,

-

e b
.r“".".f“h-:@ /

~ SCOTIA PLATE
Ny g =
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MOVING CONTINENTS

SPREADING RIDGES

A spreading ridge occurs where
two plates start to pull apart
and molten rocks from the
Earth’s mantle well up to fill
the gap. If this happens along
the ocean floor, it creates an
underwater mountain chain
such as the Mid-Atlantic Ridge.
Sometimes the peaks of these
mountains break the surface as
volcanic islands, as happened

RESTLESS EARTH

Because the Earth appears to stand still, it is difficult
to imagine that the crust is moving. In fact, its plates
move in three main ways — as spreading ridges,
subduction zones, and transform faults, all shown
on the artwork below. It is possible to see the effect
this activity has had on the landscape. The Rocky
Mountains in North America were formed when

two plates collided, while the Great Rift Valley in
Africa is the result of plates pulling apart. Volcanoes

and earthquakes are also dramatic reminders that At Thingvellir, lceland, the spreading ridge between ~ With Iceland. When a spreading
the plates are moving. the North American and Eurasian plates appears ridge oceurs on land, it creates
as a long gash in the landscape. a steep-sided rift valley.
Chains of volcanoes A mid-ocean ridge
are often found along where two plates

subduction zones. are pulling apart
Plates slide past
each other along
a transform fault.

When plates collide, the
crust buckles and folds
At a subduction zone, and may be pushed up
the crust is forced to form mountains.
down into the mantle,

where it melts.

TRANSFORM FAULT
At a transform fault two plates grind past

each other in opposite directions or in the same
direction but at different speeds. No crust is made or
destroyed in the process, but the movement creates
deep cracks in the ground. The sliding movement
often occurs in short bursts, which are felt on the
surface as earthquakes. The San Andreas fault in The San Andreas fault is the point where the

California is an active earthquake zone. Pacific and North American plates meet.

[ B
: =4 The continents fit together

LOOKING AT like a jigsaw puzzle, and
THE EVIDENCE show that they were
When the German once joined.
scientist Alfred Wegener Fossil finds

first proposed his theory of

moving plates in 1923, people 4 4 The Gl o
dismissed his ideas as nonsense. Matching B © OSSpte”S erm

. . rock
Since then, evidence had proved

him correct. Fossils of the fern
Glossopteris for example, have been

SUBDUCTION ZONE . .
When two plates meet, the edge of one can be found l_n rocks as .far apart as India,
pushed down (subducted) under the other and Australia, and Africa. All these

into the mantle below. The rocks from the crust places were once joined together
melt in the mantle. Often these molten rocks as Gondwanaland. Further pI’OOf
force their way to the surface as a volcano. The comes from matching types of rock

many volcanoes around the edge of the Pacific
plate, such as Mt. Mihara, Japan, were formed

this way. Sometimes when plates collide, rocks
are forced up, forming great mountain ranges.

that have been found in Australia,
Antarctica, and South America.

13




CLIMATE AND VEGETATION

CLIMATE ano VEGETATION

December:
March: Summer in
CLIMATE IS THE AVERAGE PATTERN of weather and Spring begins in the the southern
northern hemisphere hemisphere

temperature in a particular area over a long period of
time. Similar types of climate are found in different

places around the world. For example, there are
regions of hot, dry desert in Africa and North
America, as well as across central Australia.

Itis a region’s climate, together with its

physical landscape, that determines the

kind of vegetation, or plant life, that is usually
found there. Cold areas near the poles and icy
mountain peaks support little, or no, vegetation.
Hot, wet rain forests near the equator, however,
encourage the fast growth of a variety of plants.

The Earth’s axis is

tilted at 23.5 degrees Earth spins

on its axis

Places close to the Equator
are hot all year round. This
is because the Sun’s rays
strike the equator directly
and their heating power is

very strong. \

Sun

June: September:

Summer in the Spring in

northern hemisphere the southern
hemisphere

SEASONS OF THE YEAR

As the Earth travels around the Sun, the tilt on its axis
means that each place leans gradually nearer the Sun,
and then farther away from it. This causes the seasons.
When the northern hemisphere leans toward the Sun

it has summer. When it tilts away it has winter. In the
southern hemisphere this is reversed. Between the warm
days of summer and the cold days of winter come spring
and fall. The Earth also spins on its axis, turning once
every 24 hours to give us day and night. The side facing

Places near the North
and South poles have the
coldest climates because
the Sun’s rays hit them at
an angle. This means any
warmth is spread out

over a wider area.
0 degrees

latitude

South Pole

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE

A region’s climate is influenced by how far to the north or
south of the equator it lies. This is called its latitude. The
equator, an imaginary line running around the Earth, lies
at 0 degrees latitude. Other lines of latitude include the
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. Regions around the
equator are the hottest in the world, while the closer to the
poles you go, the colder it gets. There are also longitude
lines that run from north to south, known as meridians.

LAND AND SEA

The climate of a region is
affected by altitude — how
high a place is above sea
level. The higher a place,

the colder its climate, even

if it lies near the equator or
the Tropics, like these Atlas
Mountains in Morocco.
Another important influence
is how close a place is to the
sea. The sea warms and cools
more slowly than land, so
coastal areas often have fewer
extremes in temperature.

0 degrees
longitude

the Sun has day, while the other side has night.

RAINFALL
The amount of rainfall a
place receives during the
year greatly affects its
vegetation as well as its
climate. Plants need
water to make their
own food and will
thrive in the warm,
wet climate of a
tropical rain forest,
shown here in Costa
Rica. Where rainfall is
very low, in deserts
and polar regions, only
a few plants manage to
survive. In other places,
the amount of rainfall
varies with the seasons.

CHANGES IN WORLD CLIMATE

The world’s climate can be changed by both natural as well as
human events. When Mt. Pinatubo, a volcano in the Philippines,
erupted in 1991, it threw ash and dust high into the atmosphere.
Locally, this caused dark skies, heavy rainfall, and high winds. The
distance the ash was carried can be seen from this satellite photo.
Equally, events such as the massive oil fires in Kuwait, started
during the Gulf War, can have a damaging effect on climate.
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CLIMATE AND VEGETATION
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Wettest place on Earth:
Tutunendo, Colombia.

Highest
temperature
on Earth:
Al Aziziyah,
Libya, 136°F
(58°C)

Lowest iemperature on
Earth: Vostock Station,
Antarctica, -129°F( -89°C)

T
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Vostoks

B T s

Tutunendq

average annual rainfall
j 463 in (11,770 mm)

Driest place on Earth:
Calama, Atacama Desert,
Chile, average annual
rainfall 0 in (0 mm)

f‘- -

e -

P
=

el . . . e e f_AN.TARC.TLQ CIRCLE|

—= -

F VEGETATION ZONES
| Scientists divide the Earth
into a number of different
. /| vegetation zones, also
known as “biomes,” shown
on the map, left. The plant
and animal life found in
each zone depends on the
region’s climate, landscape,
and latitude. Over millions
of years, plants and animals
have adapted to life in this
range of climates, often
developing special features
that have helped them to
survive. The map also
highlights how similar
landscapes, such as taiga or
desert, occur at the same
latitude across the world.

5

POLAR AND TUNDRA
The areas around the North and South
poles are freezing cold and covered in ice.
South of the North Pole lies a region called
the tundra, where the lower layers of soil are
permanently frozen. Hardy mosses, lichens, and
shrubs are the only plants that can survive here.

TEMPERATE FOREST

- Much of the land in northern Europe
and North America was once covered by
deciduous forests (trees that lose their leaves
in winter). Most of these have now been cut
down. Deciduous trees grow well in temperate
climates where it is never very hot or very cold.

—

TAIGA

In Russian, the word taiga means “cold
forest.” It describes the vast evergreen
forests that stretch across northern Canada,
Scandinavia, and the Russian Federation.
Evergreen trees, such as fir, spruce, and pine,
are well-adapted to the long, snowy winters.

MEDITERRANEAN

Areas with a Mediterranean climate have
" hot, dry summers and cool, wet winters.
They include land around the Mediterranean
Sea and other similar places, such as California
in the US. Plants and trees, such as olives, have
adapted to survive the lack of water in summer.

MOUNTAIN REGIONS
The higher up a mountain you go, the
colder it gets. Trees and plants grow on
the lower slopes of many mountains. But above
a certain level, called the tree line, it is too cold
and windy for plants to survive. High mountain
peaks are often covered in snow all year round.

S — p—— i)

DRY GRASSLAND
Vast grasslands cover the centers of some
of the continents. They include the South
American pampas and the North American
prairies. They have hot, dry summers and very
cold winters. Large parts of these grasslands are
now plowed for wheat or used to raise cattle.

TROPICAL RAIN FOREST

Around the equator, the climate is hot
and wet all year round, and providing
ideal conditions for lush, green tropical forests
to thrive. The world’s rain forests may contain
50,000 different types of trees, as well as millions
of other species of plants and animals.

HOT DESERT

Deserts are the hottest, driest places

on Earth. Despite heat during the day,
temperatures may plunge to below freezing at
night. In some deserts, years pass without rain.
Deserts often contain sandy soil that can only
support plants such as cacti.

TROPICAL GRASSLAND

Between the hot deserts and tropical rain
forests lie tropical grasslands, such as the
African savanna. The climate here is always hot,
but the year is divided into a wet and a dry
season. Tall grasses, as well as low trees and
shrubs, grow in these hot areas.
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WORLD POPULATION

WORLD POPULATION oo e

Asia:  among the world’s continents. The fact

PropLE HAVE LIVED ON EARTH for at least 2 million years.
For most of that time, population size remained steady,
because the number of people born roughly equaled

the number that died. Disease and famine ensured that
the size of the population did not overtake supplies of
food and other resources. However, as farming methods
became more efficient and medical knowledge improved,
population size rapidly began to increase. It now stands in
excess of 6 billion people, with more than one million
babies born every four days. In many parts of the

Africa:

world, rapid population growth has created 13.3%
serious problems, such as food shortages Australasia
and overcrowding in cities. and Dceania:
o7 North
Europe America:
12.1% 6.8%
World map showing the population density of each country Antarctica:  South
0% America:
_ 6.8% -
B

World’s least densely populated
country: Mongolia, 4 people
per sq mile (2 per sq km)

Country with the largest
population: China,
1,331,400,000 people

60.5% that a continent is large, such as North
America, does not necessarily mean
that it has a large population. Some
regions cannot support more than a
few people, while others, with fertile
soils and good communications, can
support many. The world map below
shows the average number of people
who live in a square mile, or
kilometer, in each country. This
is called population density.

This chart shows the
size of each continent
or region, together with
the percentage of the
world’s population
living on it. Far more
people live in Asia than
anywhere else on Earth.

By 2020 the
world’s population
will reach about
7.5 billion.

_‘- 4 . 8
‘World’s most Country with - »
densely : the smallest ¥
populated /' population: B - W
country: Monaco, Vatican City, 7
43,561 people \ 821 people
per sq mile @ "
(16,745 per sq km) @ People per sq mile (sq km)
' ' , ' [ 0-50(0-19) 6
[ 51-128 (20-49)
: I 129-516 (50-199)
> Bl 517+ (2004) | 5
FROM PAST TO PRESENT t
In 1500, the world’s population stood at 425 million. The majority of In 1950 the world’s
these people were concentrated in towns and villages in the northern population was
hemisphere. At first the growth rate was gradual, but from 1800 about 2.5 billion. 4
onward, better health care and food production, and the Industrial
Revolution led to rapid world growth. Between 1950 and 1990 alone,
the population doubled. Most of the population growth between now In 1900 the world’s _ 3
and 2020 is projected to occur in Africa, Asia, and Central and South POPU/??’O” was about |
America — the regions that are least able to afford such increases. 3ol oTe: ‘
In 1800 the world’s i 2
In 1700 the world’s population was |
n th o population was about 900 million.
:1)10;) ﬁ%oﬁ(t)f:]e M\:;c;rld’s gopﬁ%?ione\/\gzrd s about 610 million. ‘
o i 1
bout 425 millon. about 545 million. |
| 0
1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000 2020

MILLIONS
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WORLD POPULATION

Percentage growth of city dwellers
People living in the cities (urban) People living in the countryside (rural)

T
Highest and . E =S | |
lowest birth Asia | ’
rates within 16% 23% 34% 37%
each continent fel——=_E= 38 —za]
North |2t |28 ==an Jeo(0o gl il =
America L2E[%F =01 &8 |89 oo
Fwanda: 8.3 64% 74% 75% \76%
L)
——n 1 =
Y 7.3 L1 - L1 =
emen South |ee|tt =Tha]se | sJez0eE= on| 2 [ g—00|"
¥ America 2% 88 — an [oe| 0 —jec|?t == 03| 5| 0 [sa— 00
Guatemala: 43% 60% 75% 75%
: . :
' . 9 Jaa] 1950 @ 1970 |2 1900 {8l 2000 D Rural areas
Papua New l
BIRTH AND DEATH Guinea: 4.8, URBAN GROWTH
The number of babies a woman has Mexico: == At the start of the 20th century, only one in ten people lived
varies from one country to another. 33 in a city. The vast majority lived in rural areas and worked on
In the Sudan, above, the birth rate is i the land. Today, about half the world’s population consists
. . ’ ’ . i of city dwellers. There are various reasons for this growth.
high, with an average of 4.9 babies Albania: : X
ania: , For example, in South America people have been pushed
per mother. Better h.ealth care, even 29 out of the countryside by poverty and loss of land and are
in the poorer countries of the world, drawn to the cities in search of work. By 2020, if the growth
means that fewer babies now die continues, almost half of all people will live in a city.
of hunger or disease, and fewer 2
women die in childbirth. In wealthy S
countries, such as Canada, the birth \ y
rate is low because people can choose : Tunisia: 3
to have small families. Advances in San Canada: Uruguay: \ Hong
medical knowledge also mean that '1\"2“”01 8 e Ko
people are living longer. ' 18 '

WORLD'’S BIGGEST CITIES IN 1950

New York, US 12,300,000
London, UK 8,700,000
Tokyo, Japan 6,700,000
Paris, France 5,400,000
Shanghai, China 5,300,000

CITY SLUMS

WORLD'’S BIGGEST CITIES IN 2005

One effect of the move of large numbers of people from

the countryside to the cities is overcrowding. There are

SUPER CITIES
Before the 19th century, cities with more
than a million people were rare. In the
last 100 years, however, the number

of large cities has grown dramatically.
Today, several cities, such as Tokyo,
already have populations of more than
20 million. This means that some cities
have more people than some entire
countries do, such as New Zealand or
Sweden. Large cities often suffer from
pollution, caused by car exhausts,

Tokyo, Japan 34,200,000 .
Mexico City, Mexico 22,800,000 simply not er}(.)ugh houses and resources to go ar(.)undi In
many large cities, such as Mumbai (Bombay), India, this has
Seoul, South Korea 22,300,000 .
led to the growth of sprawling shanty towns on the edges of
N?W York, USA. 21,900,000 cities. Conditions in these city slums are often unhygienic.
S&o Paulo, Brazil 20,200,000 Families survive in crowded homes made of makeshift
materials, often with no electricity or running water.
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

Although world population growth is showing
signs of slowing, numbers are still rising quickly,
especially in developing countries. To
encourage people to have fewer children,
programs have been set up to teach women
about family planning and health care so
that they have more control over the size
and health of their families. Today,

almost half the married women in the
developing world report that they or

their partner use birth control, compared
with less than a quarter in 1980.

This doctor is writing out a prescription
for contraceptives, now used by 43
percent of the women in Zimbabwe.

factory emissions, and domestic waste.
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THE POLITICAL WORLD

18 MACEDONIA

THE POLITICAL WORLD

IN ADDITION TO BEING DIVIDED into physical more than twice that many — some vast, others
land masses, the world is also split into countries.  tiny. New countries are created when people want
These countries are separated from one another  freedom from their past colonial rulers or when

by language, government, and culture, and this separate peoples living within one country seek
creates the political world. As recently as 1950, independence. The breakup of Yugoslavia in the
there were only 82 countries. Today there are 1990s, for example, created seven new countries.
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THE POLITICAL WORLD

The longest undefended
border in the world
runs between the
US and Canada.
The border is

COUNTRY BORDERS

area in the
east of both
countries.

ARCTIC OCEAN

So drSt Pierre &
~ Miquelon
(Fr)

PACIFIC
OCEAN

-,{\/Iidway Is. (USA)

= VBAHAMAS
AN

.
. -

Wake I. o Revillagigedo Is.

L(USA) (Usa) (Mex).

= “harmr
JAMAICA™ Pl
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THE GRENADINES — < BARBADOS
g 32~ GRENADA
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
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“Johnston
o ?Ut;/i)l Cltppertan 1.

MARSHALL ()

ISLANDS

Kingman Reef

P
Galapagos Is.
(Ec)

THINGS TO LOOK
FOR ON THE MAP

World’s largest country:
Russian Federation,

ISLANDS

The line that separates one country from another is called
a border. Sometimes these follow a natural feature, such
as a mountain range or a river. On other occasions they

shown here . . . . .
as it cuts follow a straight line, ignoring physical features. When
through a countries are on friendly terms, borders can be little more

folerted than lines on a map, easily crossed. If there is conflict,
however, borders may be heavily defended, and it is
often difficult to move from one country to another.
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Polynesia (Fr)

6,592,735 sq miles
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Map I3

BOLIVIA

Trindade
(Br)

San
piteain Is. World’s smallest FE(I(%I San
Kermadds I (UK) country: Yancan City, Ambrosio I.
.]anfolk 1. :(]\flr)ma ec Is. 0'17 sq miles o
Lord ™™ (0.44 sq km) Map C5
Z%e " World’s longest Juan
frontier: between the Fernandes
NEW \ US and Canada 3,987 Is. (Chy ATLANTIC
ZEALAND PACIFIC miles (6,416 km) Map T4 OCEAN
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NORTH AMERICA

NORTH AMERICA

NORTH AMERICA INCLUDES THE COUNTRIES of Canada, the United States,
and Mexico, as well as the world’s largest island, Greenland. During the
last Ice Age, a great sheet of ice flowed across the continent scouring the
landscape, deepening the depressions that now hold the Great Lakes,
and dumping fertile soil onto the central plains. The Rocky Mountains

form the backbone of the continent, running
from Alaska to New Mexico. In the east are
the Appalachian Mountains, flanked by coastal
lowlands to the east and south. In eastern
Canada lies the Canadian Shield, a huge basin
of ancient eroded rocks now covered with thin
soils. Deserts stretch from the southwestern
United States down into northern Mexico.

Section across the US Appalachian Mountains

Rocky Mountains Great Plains

San Francisco Great Lakes

MOUNTAIN RANGES

The main mountain ranges of North
America, the snowcapped Rockies and
the forested Appalachians, vary greatly
in appearance (see above cross-section).
The difference can be explained by
their age. The Rockies, shown right, are
relatively young mountains that have not
yet been worn down. The Appalachians,
however, are among the world’s oldest
mountains and have been gradually
eroded by the scouring action of wind,
water, and the movement of glaciers.

Washington, DC

THE GRAND CANYON

THE GREAT PLAINS

Across the center of Canada and the US lie

the Great Plains, also called the prairies. This
huge area has hot summers and cold, snowy
winters. Trees are rare except along rivers and
lakeshores, but the region was once covered with
grasses grazed by millions of buffalo. Today, little
natural prairie survives, and in its place farmers
cultivate vast fields of corn and wheat.

The Grand Canyon was formed over millions
of years as the waters of the Colorado River
and its tributaries carved their way through
the solid rock. At some points the canyon is

1 mile (1.6 km) deep, and cuts through rocks
that are 2,000 million years old. Different
types of fossils found in the canyon walls
reveal the dates of its changing history.

CHUKCHI SEA

St Lawrence I\

BERING
SEA

s

-
Nunivak I.

Queen
Charlotte

=
This view g
shows the
Rockies in e
Canada. =
Az oY
—

THE GREAT LAKES
Estimated to contain one-fifth of
the world’s freshwater, the five
Great Lakes straddle the border
between Canada and the US.
Only Lake Michigan, shown left,
lies entirely within the US. The
lakes are linked by waterways
and drained by the St. Lawrence
River, which empties into the
Atlantic Ocean. The Niagara River,
which joins lakes Erie and Ontario,
passes over the famous Niagara Falls.
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NORTH AMERICA
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Highest temperature:
Death Valley,
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THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER

The great Mississippi flows from
Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico.
At the turn of the last century,
the destruction of forest and the
plowing of prairies around the
river basin caused severe soil
erosion. Soil washed into the river,
raised the water level, and caused
© floods. Replanting forests and building
dams has helped control the flow, but
exceptionally heavy rains still cause floods.

Gulf
of St

awrence

20,320 ft (6,194 m) Map E5

Longest river system:
Mississippi—Missouri, US,
3,710 miles (5,971 km)
Map L10

Largest lake: L. Superior,
Canada/US, 31,820 sq miles
(82,414 sq km) Map L8
Largest island: Greenland,
839,780 sq miles

(2,175,600 sq km) Map R3

Q

Miquelon Is.

7
C. Sable

The water hyacinth
grows fast and can
choke waterways.

THE EVERGLADES

Florida’s Everglades are a protected wetland habitat,
home to many rare plants and animals. Originally covering
a much larger area, part of the Everglades has been
drained and used for the cultivation of sugarcane. The
northern part of the surviving wetland is now a sawgrass
prairie, covered by shallow water with islands of higher
land. In the south, freshwater mixes with water from the
sea, creating salt marshes fringed by mangrove swamps.
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NORTH AMERICA

PEOPLES OF
NORTH AMERICA

(ONCE POPULATED BY TRIBES of native peoples
who lived off the land, the vast majority

of North America’s population now
immigrants who arrived over the las

Today, in terms of both population and economic
wealth, the continent is dominated by the US,

the richest country in the world. To

consists of

t 400 years. The population of Vancouver,
in western Canada, has grown Us:
dramatically in recent years as
people have moved there from
Hong Kong and other parts of Asia.

the north,

Canada covers a vast area, but much of it is cold

and inhospitable, and so it has a much smaller
population. Both countries were once British

colonies and are still mostly English

In contrast, Mexico is Spanish speaking, reflecting
its past as a Spanish colony. Mexico is a relatively
poor country, despite its vast oil and gas reserves.

Largest country: Canada,
3,855,081 sq miles

(9,984,670 sq km)
Population: approximately
429,500,000 people

Number of countries: 3

Least densely populated
country: Canada,

8 people per sq mile

(3 per sq km)

Most densely populated
country: Mexico, 140 people
per sq mile (54 per sq km)

Smallest country:
Mexico, 761,602 sq miles
(1,972,550 sq km)

Population of the US

Native American: 1% Asian: 4%

Hispanic:
13%

White: 69%

Population density

The figures on
this chart show
the number of
people per AR R
sq mile (sq km). ==

Germany: |
611 (236)

Mexico:
World
average: 140 (54)
112 (43)
83 (32)

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION
In general, North America is one of the most sparsely populated

speaking. continents. Over two-thirds of the population lives in the US. Mexico

PEOPLE OF THE US

The US is often known as a
cultural “melting pot” because

of all the different peoples that
make up its population. The main
groups are whites (people of
European descent) Hispanics,
blacks, Asians, and native peoples.

has the next largest population, followed by Canada. Historically, the
eastern US has been the most densely populated area, but in the past few
decades, many people have moved to the warmer southern and western
states. In Canada, people have also left the east coast for the Great Lakes
and cities such as Toronto, or for west coast cities such as Vancouver.

Greenland
(Den)

These people in New
York City reflect the
many different ethnic
groups that make up
the population of the US.

St. Pierre &
Miquelon

A CONTINENT OF IMMIGRANTS

There have been many waves of immigrants to
North America, mostly from Europe, but from
South America and Asia, too. Not everyone chose
to go. Today’s black Americans are descended
from African slaves who were forced to the US
between 1619-1808 to work on plantations.
Slavery was not abolished in the US until 1865.
Today, African Americans are a vital part of
American culture, from politics to sports.
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NORTH AMERICA

CANADIAN CULTURE
Canadians often display their
distinctive maple-leaf flag
outside their homes. They
are very proud of their
country with its wide open
spaces, lakes, mountains,
and extensive national and
provincial parks. But there
is always the issue of US
entertainment and culture
flooding across the border
and dominating the
Canadian identity. To
encourage Canada’s own
cultural development, the
government gives grants

to the arts, and the
broadcasting, publishing,
and film industries.

This Mayan family
. Is cooking
g, fortilas.

NATIVE PEOPLES
Native Americans are the descendants of people who probably
migrated from Asia via a land bridge across the Bering Strait
about 20,000 years ago. Today, native peoples form only a small
proportion of the population of the US and Canada. In the US,
many Native Americans were moved onto special reservations in
the 19th century as settlers took
over their lands. In Mexico,
native peoples, like these Maya,
form about 30 percent of the
population and are spread
throughout the country.

This building in the city

of Sacramento is home
to the government

of the state

of California

This Canadian “patriotic workshop” is painted in
the colors of the country’s flag.

GOOD NEIGHBORS

There has not been a war between the countries of
North America for nearly 150 years. Recently, Canada,
the US, and Mexico agreed to abolish trade barriers and
open their markets to each other’s exports. The full
effects of this agreement are yet to be discovered, but
Mexican workers like these farmers have already lost out,

as cheaper US food and goods
have flooded into Mexico. By

contrast, cheaper food
can benefit the poor.

EUROPEAN SETTLERS
Europeans have been
settling in the US and
Canada since the 16th
century, but in the 19th
century, immigrants began
to flood in. They were

often driven from Europe
by economic hardship,
political unrest, and
religious persecution. North
America was seen as a land
of opportunity, where there
was plenty of cheap land
and people were promised
freedom. The first
immigrants settled on the
east coast, but began to
move northeast in the 1800s
as industry began to grow.

In the US, local matters,
such as police, hospital,
and highway services, are
$ taken care of by individual

State government Federal government

#| | Education n

Foreign policy

Currency states. Matters that affect

Highways
all the states, such as
Housing |§| Health care foreign policy, defense,
- and issuing currency,
# National parks are dealt with centrally.

il Y

State police

FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS

All three countries in North America have federal

systems of government. This means that each country is
divided into a number of states or provinces. These make
their own local laws and also have representatives in the
national government. Tension sometimes develops
between the interests of the individual states or provinces
and the interests of the country as a whole. In Canada, for
example, a strong independence movement has grown up
in the French-speaking province of Québec.
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CANADA
Capital city: Ottawa

Area: 3,855,081 sq miles
(9,984,670 sq km)

Population: 31,500,000

Official languages:
English, French

Major religions: Christian
83%, other 17%
Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: Canadian
dollar

Adult literacy rate: 99%
Life expectancy: 79 years

People per doctor: 476

Televisions: 715 per
1,000 people

About one-third of Canada lies within
the Arctic Circle and can remain frozen
for up to nine months of the year.

In these cold northern areas, known as
the tundra, any vegetation is limited to
lichens, grasses, and small shrubs and
trees. Farther south, large areas of land
are covered by dense coniferous forests
known as taiga. Toward the border with
the US lie the mixed, temperate forests
and the grasslands of the prairies.

PEOPLE OF CANADA
Until quite recently, most Canadians were
descendants of British or French settlers.
Most of the French, like those at the winter
carnival shown here, live in Québec province.
Germans and Italians are also large ethnic
groups but, recently, increased numbers
of people have come from eastern
Europe, South America, and Southeast
Asia. Native peoples make up less than

3 percent of the population.

CANADA

THE SECOND LARGEST COUNTRY in the world,
Canada occupies two-fifths of the North American
continent, stretches across five time zones, and is
divided into 10 provinces and three territories.

It was once inhabited only by native peoples
including the Inuit. The French were the first
Europeans to settle in Canada, but after years

of fighting the British gained control in 1763.
Gradually they took over the rest of the
country, as pioneers and settlers moved
west and north. Today, Canada is an
important industrial nation and one

of the world’s richest countries.
Most of its manufacturing is
based on the natural

OTTAWA

Ottawa, which is named after the native
people who used to live in the area, was
chosen as Canada’s capital city in 1857
by Queen Victoria of Britain. Today, the
city boasts many magnificent copper-
roofed government buildings, museums,
and art galleries, and a park-lined canal
that turns into the world’s longest skating
rink once the winter freeze sets in.

Canadian vegetation zones

! Tundra and polar

.

resources of ., I Mountain
wood, metals, Taiga
and mineral N

fuels.
Temperate forest

W e
_nto
.,_, Hamilton

WHERE PEOPLE LIVE
Canada is such a large country, much of it
uninhabitable, that on average there are only
eight people living in each square mile (three
per square kilometer). Around three-quarters
of the population lives near the US border,

in towns and cities around the shores of the
Great Lakes and along the St. Lawrence
River. The rest live in fishing villages along
the coasts or on farms and villages inland.

CALGARY STAMPEDE

Every year since 1923, thousands of
people have flocked to Calgary for
the famous Calgary Stampede.
People dress up cowboy style to
celebrate the old Wild West and
Alberta’s origins as a cattle trading
center. Attractions include a rodeo,
complete with bucking broncos.

24



NORTH AMERICA ¢+ CANADA

THE FIRST CANADIANS

The Inuit live

Native peoples, including the Inuit, are in such cold
sometimes called Canada’s “First Nations”  conditions that
because they lived in Canada long before fg‘e{vgfrﬁend
European settlers arrived and took over clothing for
their lands. Since 1970, the government has  survival.
tried to draw these peoples into Canadian
society, but many prefer their own culture
and traditions. Across Canada colorful
ceremonies and festivals demonstrate their N
proud spirit. Recently, First Nations have f;ﬁ;’g‘g’;zlt
begun to win battles for their rights to called a parka
ancestral lands. In 1999, the Nunavut area
in the Northwest Territories became a
self-governing Inuit territory, the first

: Insulated boots
part of Canada to be governed by native keep feet warm
Canadians in modern history. in freezing

winter weather.

MINERAL WEALTH
Most of Canada’s wealth comes from its
abundance of natural resources, many of
them mineral. It is the world’s largest
producer of uranium, zinc, and nickel,
and also has reserves of aluminum,
gold, copper, and silver.
Underground work has begun
on what are thought to be some
of the world’s richest diamond
deposits in an area near Yellowknife
in the Northwest Territories.

Zinc can be
galvanized onto
steel to prevent
it from rusting.

Nickel can be mixed
with other metals to
make jet engines.

COPING WITH THE COLD
Winters are long and cold
throughout Canada but when
the first snow falls, snow
plows and salt trucks are out
making sure the roads are
safe. Next to some parking
places there are even electric
outlets where drivers can plug
in heaters to keep their car’s
engine warm. During winter
people can play hockey on
frozen lakes and ponds.
Skiing and snowboarding are
also popular winter sports.

| - SEp— ; 4

Snow plows clear the roads to make them safe.

Caribou fur is used by
the Inuit since it traps
warm air between
each of the hairs.

JAMES BAY
In 1971, construction began on a vast
hydroelectric project to dam the
rivers that flow into James Bay and
Hudson Bay, generating electricity
for use in Canada and the US.
However, the project threatened
thousands of Cree Indians who live
in this region. An agreement was
reached in 1975 that led to the
finishing of the project, and special
compensation for the Indians.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY

The last spike of the transcontinental rail link of the Canadian
Pacific Railway was pounded in at Eagle Pass, British Columbia,
on November 7, 1885. It was the start of a new era for Canada,
opening up the west for trade and settlement, and finally
making the vast country seem like one nation. One of the
railroad’s most amazing engineering feats is a spiral tunnel-road
drilled into the Rocky Mountains. Curving steadily around, the
tunnel rises for more than 3,000 ft (914 m). In spite of quicker
alternatives, tourists often take the spectacular trip across
Canada by train. However, the railroad is mostly used for cargo.

Forest
products: 10%

Containers and
trailers: 23%

Cars and other
products: 22%

Main cargo loads

Grain: 22%

AGRICULTURE

Wheat and cattle farming
dominate Canada’s main
farming area, the
prairies. Elsewhere, a
wide variety of fruits and |
vegetables are grown.
Apples, shown growing
here in British Columbia,
are the country’s most
important fruit crop.
Between lakes Ontario and
Erie lies the Niagara fruit belt.
The lakes protect this area
from the worst of Canada’s
weather, making it the ideal
place for growing tender
fruits such as pears, plums,
peaches, and cherries.

Find out more

DiaMoONDS: 150, 226, 248
EARLY SETTLERS: 23, 31
INuIT: 266
VEGETATION ZONES: 15
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WESTERN CANADA

A WEALTH OF NATURAL RESOURCES first attracted European settlers
to the wilds of western Canada. Fur trappers, gold prospectors, and
loggers all hoped to make their fortune from the land. Today, natural
resources are still the basis of the economy. The fertile soils of the
prairie provinces of Alberta, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan make up
fourfifths of Canada’s farmland. Fishing is a major industry along
the Pacific coast, where the main catch is salmon, most of which

is canned for export. By contrast, the remote Yukon, Northwest,
VANCOUVER and Nunavut territories have important reserves of gold, zinc, and
Situated between the mountains and the sea, lead. These territories are also the only part of Canada where the

Vancouver is an attractive city and an industrial
center, as well as a busy port. Its ice-free harbor native peoples form the

provides Canada with year-round access for majority of the
trade with Asian countries across the Pacific J ty
Ocean. Many Chinese families settled here poplﬂatlon-

rather than staying in Hong Kong when it
reverted to China in 1997.

The most used LLUMBER INDUSTRY

softwood trees X . .
are spruce, Moist winds from the Pacific

shown left, then  Ocean deposit rain on the western
pine and fir. slopes of the Rocky Mountains,
making conditions ideal for trees
to grow to enormous sizes. Canada
is the world’s largest exporter of
forest products, and the province of
British Columbia produces almost half
of Canada’s lumber. Some logs are still
floated to the sawmills, but today logs are
often transported by road or helicopter. Most of
the lumber is softwood, used for building materials
L as well as for chopsticks for Japan.

At the sawmill
the lumber is
cut into planks
or pulped for
Logs may be floated downriver papermaking.
from the forests to the sawmills

in the form of huge rafts.

The most used

hardwood T
trees are poplar,
then birch, shown
right, and maple.

TOTEM POLES

For generations,
Logs are savynﬂwhen _ native peoples of
 they are still “green,” 1 o 1) (thwestern
or full of sap. The

method shown  coast carved wooden

here produces ~ totem poles to record
boards with their family trees.
a decorative  Part of a pole shows
( grain. which of the main
clans a family belongs
to, such as the raven
or the wolf clan.
Totem poles often
guarded doorways
to village homes.

The animals
carved on
the totem
pole are
symbols of
the family’s
ancestors.

[ . LIVING IN THE WILD

= Large parts of the extreme north of Canada are
home to more animals than people. Although

COAL, OIL, AND GAS WEALTH part of the area is forested most of it is icy

Once grain and beef processing centers for wilderness known as tundra. Animals that live

the prairies, Edmonton and Calgary grewrich  here are adapted to the very cold conditions, and
during the 1970s from the coal, oil, and gas waterproof fur helps them to survive the snow and

found in the prairies and nearby Rocky ice. Caribou, or reindeer, live on the tundra but
Mountains. Now Edmonton boasts a gigantic

shopping mall with a hockey rink, a swimming migrate to the forests farther south in winter to
pool, a rollercoaster, and a hotel where escape the cold. Grizzly bears are found in the
people can stay during a shopping trip. Rocky Mountains and can be dangerous.
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the major producer. Sunflowers

and canola are also important
crops, grown to make cooking
and industrial oils as well as
animal feed.
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IEASTERN CANADA

SOME OF THE RICHEST AND POOREST areas of Canada are
found within the eastern part of the country. The provinces

of Ontario and Québec that lie around the Great Lakes and
the St. Lawrence River form Canada’s wealthy industrial region
and contain most of the population. Canada’s capital, Ottawa,
and other major cities, including Toronto and Montréal, are
in this region. At the end of Lake Erie, on the border with the

in the region. The Atlantic, or maritime, provinces along the
stormy east coast have few natural resources and are suffering
from a decline in the fishing industry, but enjoy a distinctive
culture, and a rugged coastline and landscape.

ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY
Completed in 1959, the Great Lakes-
St. Lawrence Seaway system made it
possible for ships to travel 2,342 miles
(8,769 km) from the industrial
center of North America to the
Atlantic Ocean. Ships carrying
cargoes of grain, lumber, iron ore,
and coal descend 600 ft (183 m)

from Lake Ontario to sea level through
a system of locks. Tolls are charged for
ships that use the system. The Seaway
is closed due to ice for four months
during the winter.

TORONTO

On the north shore of Lake Ontario o=~
lies Toronto, Canada’s leading Golden Horseshoe " Oshawa
industrial city, financial capital, and g J

fastest growing urban area. The city fcom s

has a reputation for being safe, with e -

the lowest crime rate of any major city Bramptow +

in North America. It also boasts the Wessteo

SkyDome, the first stadium with a

retractable roof, and the Canadian OrM‘”w
National (CN) Tower, the world’s Oakville
second tallest free-standing structure.

Niagara-on- -

St. Catherine’s  the-Lake

=

QUEBEC
In 1608, Frenchman Samuel de Champlain

River at a place the native peoples called

Kébec. By 1763, the French settlements

had been taken over by the British. Under
British control, the province grew into a
major commercial center. Today, over 80

laws guarantee the right of French Canadians to
their own language, laws, and culture, some

United States, is Niagara Falls, one of the main tourist attractions

set up a fur trading post on the St. Lawrence

French live in the province of Québec. Although

HOCKEY

Canadians take advantage of long winters by
playing hockey on frozen lakes and ponds, as
well as community ice rinks. Hockey is the
world’s fastest team game, with the puck
moving at speeds of up to 118 miles (190 km)
per hour. It can get rough, and the action
stops frequently, when players are sent to

sit out penalties in the “sin bin.”

GOLDEN HORSESHOE

Canada’s leading industrial region, known as the
Golden Horseshoe, curves around the western end of
Lake Ontario, from the car-industry center of Oshawa,
through Toronto and Hamilton and on to Niagara.

Its location makes it easy to move products by water,
by railroad, and by road via a major highway called
the Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW). Plentiful job
opportunities attract people here and they earn

some of the highest incomes in Canada.

g Car assembly “ Steelworks ‘h Shipbuilding
")- Aircraft assembly Finance é‘é Fruit canning

Cranberrries are
used to make juice,
sauces, and syrups.

CRANBERRIES
percent of Canadians whose native language is Along the coast of New Brunswick the land is

marshy and ideal for growing cranberries. The
plants are grown in bogs and the ripe berries
are collected by hand or by special machines
that scoop the fruit from the water. Berries are

Québécois want to separate from the rest of Canada. ready to pick in September or October.
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CANADA
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THINGS TO LOOK FOR ON THE MAP

Longest river: St. Lawrence, Canada/US,
1,911 miles (3,058 km) Map H6

Highest point shown: Mt. Jacques Cartier,
4,160 ft (1,268 m) Map I5

Largest lake: L. Superior, Canada/US,
31,820 sq miles (82,414 sq km) Map DS

MAPLE

LI ACID RAIN

Canada produces . .. .

: 75 percent of the world’s Acid rain is a problem in eastern Canada

FISHING maple syrup. Each March the sap of because many of the water and soil
The Grand Banks area off Newfoundland is the sugar maple tree is collected and systems in this region are not alkaline
one of the world’s richest fishing grounds. In boiled down into syrup. The maple and so cannot neutralize acid naturally.
recent years, the seas in this region have been leaf is the national symbol of Canada. Acid rain has affected freshwater

overfished, and there are now limits on how . .
much can be taken from the sea. These supphes and killed fish, and has

restrictions have seriously affected the e damaged soil, Crops, bUIldlngS’ and the
people of Newfoundland, who rely ) —2 . | N famous sugar maple trees. Al‘thou'gh
on fishing to make a living. B . o some sources of acid rain
p e = . . .
.,w; Prevailing originate in Canada, many of
- the problems come from

How acid rain occurs winds can ; e %
Hot gases are carry acids . factories in the United
converted into vast distances | i piT e States, where chemical
Fumes are pumped acids in the away from the [ Y B | .
into the atmosphere atmosphere. source. [ aP slézlgfjnrt:i;a” fumes are carried north
as waste matter. by the wind.

Oor snow.

Power plants and
factories produce
sulfur dioxide. Also,
exhaust from cars and
trucks produces nitrogen oxide.

Acid rain destroys trees

and other plants. It kills

fish and plant life in
lakes and rivers.
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UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

Capital city:
Washington, DC
Area: 3,717,792 sq miles
(9,626,091 sq km)
Population: 294,000,000
Official language:
English
Major religions: Christian
86%, Jewish 2%, Muslim
2%, other 10%

Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: Dollar
Adult literacy rate: 99%
Life expectancy: 77 years

People per doctor: 370

Televisions: 847 per 1,000
people

This girl has
a mother
who is part
Hawaiian
and part
Korean.

LIVING IN THE CITY

Almost 80 percent of Americans live in
cities or the surrounding suburbs. Most
people who live in the suburbs

own their own homes and
travel to work by car. New
York is the biggest city, with

more than 22 million

inhabitants, followed by

Los Angeles, and then
Chicago. People from
different backgrounds
mingle in most cities.
Often they have their
own neighborhoods,

with names such as Little
Italy or Chinatown. This

view shows midtown
Manhattan, New York.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

IN LESS THAN 400 YEARS, the United States of
America (USA) has grown from wild countryside
inhabited by native peoples to the world’s most
powerful industrial nation. The country is made
up of 50 states, including Alaska in the far north
and Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean. There are two
major mountain ranges, the Appalachians to the
east and the Rockies to the west, while much of STARS AND STRIPES
its center is covered by the gently sloping Great 1 Onthe USflag, the stars stand
Plai Vast li £ 1. oil d mi ] {  for the 50 modern states, while

ams. as. supp ICS. o C_Oa ’ _01 ’ 2.11'1 minerals, the stripes represent the original
together with mass immigration in the 19th and 13 colonies on the East Coast.
early 20th centuries, helped business and industry ~ Untlindependence in 1776, these

X were governed by Britain. Today,

grow fast. Today, American products and culture
are recognized throughout the world.

each state has its own laws but is
ruled by the national government
in Washington, District of Columbia.

PEOPLE OF THE US

People in the US belong to a wide
range of different groups and
races. Most are descended from
immigrants — people who moved
there from other parts of the
world, such as Europe and Asia.
Many African-Americans are
descendants of slaves forced to
the US in the 17th, 18th, and
early 19th centuries. Today, the
population is increasingly
Hispanic (Spanish speaking),
Asian, and African-American.
By 2050, these groups will make
up almost half the population.

WORLD LEADER

The US is the world’s richest country, and its
leading products include iron and steel, lumber
and paper products, electronic equipment, cars,
and aircraft, shown above. These industries
create many jobs, and women now make up
almost half of the country’s total workforce.

African-Americans now
make up 13 percent of

This child has Japanese the population.

parents who moved to
the US during the 1970s.

As cities became more
crowded, and land more
expensive, architects began
to design taller and taller
buildings where people
could live and work.

Americans live in a variety of
homes — single-family homes,
townhouses, and high-rise
apartment buildings.

Every day, half
a million people
use Grand

Central Station
to get to work.

Many US cities are
laid out on a simple
grid system where
main roads, or
avenues, run north
to south, and streets
run east to west.

Places of worship,

like the Holy Family
Church, can be
found in every city.

Skyscrapers, such as the
Empire State Building, now |
dominate the skyline of

most cities in the US.

30



NORTH AMERICA ¢+ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

MOVING WEST = —

The population of the B < =)
US has always been mobile, 77 Anchorage
moving to new states in S S

search of work or a better
lifestyle. Major events, such

@ During the mid-1800s,
the prospect of finding gold
and the spread of the
railroads lured people west.
By 1920, the aircraft and film
industries attracted people
to Seattle and Los Angeles.

@ By 1870, the rapid growth of
industry had attracted people to
the northeast in search of work.

[

as the Great Depression in the
1930s, also forced people to

Goods could be moved to their

move in the hope of finding AL
work. The general pattern of TS
movement since settlers first !
arrived is shown on this map. |
Over the past 30 years or so, _
more and more people have |
moved to the “Sun Belt” states I
of the South and West. These \
include California, Arizona, San Jose
Texas, and Florida.
San Francisco
A+
Los Angeles )
San Dieg;) -

HAWALL £

" Hawaii

NATIONAL PARKS

Large areas of the country’s most spectacular countryside
are protected in more than 350 national parks. Yellowstone
National Park, in Wyoming and Montana, was the first park
to open, in 1872. Yellowstone provides a safe environment
for animals, including bison, elk, antelope, grizzly bear,
moose, and deer.

BASEBALL

Baseball is the country’s
national sport. The first
game played between two
organized teams took place
in New Jersey in 1846.

The National League

was formed in 1876, the
American League in 1901,
and today baseball is the
most popular spectator sport
in the US. It is traditional
for the president to pitch
the first ball at the start of
each new baseball season.

@& By 1970, high oil prices

to move to other cities in the _: Ny . p
south and west. Cheap labor
from Mexico was important, too.

destination via rivers and the
Great Lakes.

Minneapolis.
( \ Boston
- Chicago @ il 29
\! ® Clevelandi @/New York
D Indianopo]is. A . @ - R
. Denver Pittsburgh Philadelphia

. Cincinnati
St. Louis

B alt\i,'x;mre

@ Between 1600

. Atlanta and 1820 about
 Phoenix D Ft. Worth 4 1.8 million immigrants
kg & Jacksonville arrived from northern

Europe. They created
| towns, later cities,
4 along the east and
) south coasts. During

MEXICO

had boosted the Texas economy. ) '.\ this time, 1.5 million
The warm climate and better . Miami slaves were brought
quality of life also tempted people \ ﬁ from Africa.

@ Major cities that
have grown up over
the last 50 years

THE FIRST AMERICANS
Native Americans, the first inhabitants of the
US, today make up less than 1 percent
| of the population. When Europeans
arrived in the 1500s, Native American
tribes were decimated by disease.
They lost many of their homelands
and were forced over time to live
on reservations — land allotted to
them by the government. Despite
these hardships, many tribal
traditions and languages
still survive.

LARGEST TRIBES
Cherokee 308,000
Navajo 219,000
Chippewa 104,000
Sioux 103,000
This Zuni artist, a member of the Pueblo trib Choctaw 82,000
maliesuagg SIZ/}sasi/v:r anecg tourqio/sltjaejemo/elrrly.ey Pueblo 53,000
AMERICAN CULTURE Strawberry
The influence of US milkshake
culture can be seen all over /4
the world. Fast foods, such L3 Double
hamburger

as hamburgers, hot dogs,

and soft drinks, as well as b
characters from films and U
TV shows, are recognized

in cities from Berlin to A
Beijing. This “selling of
America” is a billion-dollar
industry and plays a vital
partin the US economy. =

Find out more
NATIVE PEOPLES: 22-23
SETTLING THE CONTINENT:
23, 24-25
US GOVERNMENT: 23, 270
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US:WESTERN STATES

FroMm THE 16Y LANDSCAPE OF ALASKA, through the deserts of
Nevada and Arizona, to the semitropical islands of Hawaii, the
western states cover a dramatic range of scenery. Along the West
Coast, large cities such as Seattle, Portland, and San Francisco
ship lumber, fish, and fruit all over the world. The West is also
home to Hollywood, capital of the multimillion dollar movie
industry, and Silicon Valley, a stretch of northern California that lies
at the heart of the high-tech computer business. Sun Valley, in Idaho, THE NORTHERN FORESTS

) . . Great forests of pine, cedar, and fir trees
ranks as one of the country’s leading ski and summer resorts. hiive in the wet climate near the coasts
of Oregon and Washington. These
states are the country’s major suppliers
of lumber and wood pulp. The trees are
cut into logs and transported by road to
the coast. Environmental groups are

now trying to protect the trees, many
of which are more than 200 years old.

EARTHQUAKE COUNTRY

People in California have to live with the constant threat
of earthquakes. The area lies on the boundary, or fault
line, between two plates of the Earth’s crust. When these
plates push and slide against each other, it causes
earthquakes, which can destroy roads and
homes. It is difficult to predict an earthquake, so
most people keep a survival kit in case they are
trapped or left without supplies. Some of the
items included in such a kit are displayed here.

Lightweight bag of emergency
items, including first-aid
supplies (not shown)

Bar of dried food
with vitamins

OREGON
FAULT LINES Heavy-duty

The San Andreas { flashiight e Sl LA toilet paper
Fault runs for / - : e

750 miles (1,207 km)
across California,
passing through the
cities of San Francisco
and Los Angeles. There
are also hundreds of -
other smaller faults >
that constantly cause

minor tremors.

Packet of pure
drinking water

Disposable
toothbrush
with toothpaste

" Light sticks
. = work for 12
—— Major fault B\ hours and do
—— Minor faults r’ not need
. batteries.
N ,_,Li Emergency blanket
. A designed to reflect
k4 WEXIC 0 body heat

FIELDS OF PLENTY

Fertile soil, plenty of sunshine, and
water, diverted from rivers that
flow from the Sierra Nevada
Mountains, make California
the leading agricultural
state. The land is used to
grow more than 40 percent
of the fresh fruit and
vegetables eaten in the

US, such as peaches,

CAR CULTURE

When Henry Ford introduced the
first cheap car in 1910, it promised
freedom on the open road. Today,
there are more cars on the road in
the US than in any other country.
Networks of six-lane highways weave
across cities such as Los Angeles,

SOUTH OF THE BORDER oranges, and strawberries, shown above. Fumes from the cars

The majority of immigrants living as well as artichokes and contribute to city smog problems.

in the western states come from brussels sprouts. Mexicans  §

ne.arby Mexico. They are called often cross into the country CARS PER 100 PEOPLE

Hispanics becagse their ancestors illegally to find work on the us I Gy | 77

oo from Spain and they speak fruit farms. The Napa Valley, France |memmmmmm & 47
panish. Many still follow the h of San F . . Denmark | e ga 35

religion and festivals of Mexico. Port or san ranc1sc9, 1S an -

Hispanics also arrive from Cuba, important grape-growing and Brgzﬂ = &= 14

Puerto Rico, and El Salvador. wine-producing area. India | 4= 0.7
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. UNITED STATES
Fairbanks, Alaska OF AMERICA
_;:g_ Jan -11°F (-24°C)
July 60°F (16°C)
9 Jan 0.9 in (23 mm)
47 July 1.9 in (48 mm)
BERING
SEA "
3
ﬁ o
= dge sogmed=? ds
!‘A.leuii“" Istam
0 50 100 miles
4 Boise, Idaho

Jan 30°F (-1°C)

July 74°F (23°C)

Jan 1.9in (48 mm)
#7 July 0.2 in (5 mm)

ias)
THINGS TO LOOK FOR ON THE MAP o=
Longest river: Colorado, USA/Mexico, 2,253 km a
5 (1,400 miles) Map 112 ~
Highest point: Mt. McKinley (Denali), 6,194 m ~
(20,320 ft) Map C2 -

Largest lake: Great Salt Lake, 3,525 sq km

(1,361 sq miles) Map J8 9]

S

o

oy

b S

4

6 World’s largest land gorge: Grand Canyon, 349 km
(217 miles) long, 1,900 m (6,234 ft) deep Map J10
7 '
vy
1k 'ié"
BL. W R
Iﬁ?ERT %
LIVING IN THE DESERT mnegmcna‘ ’”

The Sonoran Desert was
once home only to
creatures adapted to the
heat. Today, Phoenix,
Arizona, is one of the
fastest-growing US cities,
despite its location in the
middle of the desert.
Between 1960-1990, its
population grew by more
than 300 percent. Part of the
reason why the Colorado River
fails to reach the ocean is because
of demands for water from Phoenix.

7

R T A
Al

10

11
Cactus plants &
can survive the »
desert heat. [ §
&
12 S

The collared lizard of

the southwestern deserts #

hides under a rock at night 13 [ ¥ oy gy
-

and comes out in the morning Py ¢
. Ccy
to warm up in the sun. Kauai 7, ]
Niihau,, QL o, Honolulu, Hawaii 0
< o o
Oahi HONOLULU “7 Jan 72°F (22°C)
. . Tgani + 3 July 77°F (25°C)
- 1 Lanai=J] Jan 4.1 in (104 mm)

0 100 200 300 km

HAWAII @mo W July 0.9 in (23 mm)
0 100 200 300 km o
==

15 0 100 200 miles

This extraordinary road runner
rarely flies, but can run very
fast. It uses its long tail as a
brake, or as a rudder to

_ change direction.

0 50 100 150 200 miles
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US:CENTRAL STATES

type of wheat used
for making bread.

Famous FOrR cowBOYS AND CATTLE RANCHES, the
central states of the US are also the country’s
“bread basket” and oil refinery. This vast region
includes high mountains, fertile plains, and the
Mississippi River system. Texas and Oklahoma
have major oil and gas fields, while coal is mined
in Wyoming and Montana. The Rocky Mountains
contain important national parks, such as
Yellowstone and Glacier, and are rich in mineral
resources. Hot summers and cold winters, as well
as violent hailstorms and tornadoes, make the
region’s climate one of extremes.

[P
{22
rib's

Grains of wheat

THE GREAT PLAINS

TORNADO ALLEY Once home to millions of buffalo, the vast open plains
Several hundred tornadoes a between the Rocky Mountains and the Mississippi River
year strike “Tornado Alley,” are now planted with cereal grains. Farmers on the Great

an area that runs through
Kansas, Oklahoma, and
Missouri. They occur when

Plains produce more wheat and corn than anywhere else
on Earth. Farming is highly mechanized, with huge

hot air from the Gulf of machines to harvest the grain. In drier parts, the land can
Mexico hits cold, dry air be farmed only if it is irrigated, often using water taken
from Canada. The violent from a natural underground reservoir, called an aquifer.

v . storms, known as “twisters,”
cut through towns and

- countryside, destroying

everything in their path. RURAL AMERICA
Today, most Americans live in cities
and towns, but at the start of the
20th century, two out of every five
adults lived on farms. There are still
many small towns with populations
of less than 10,000 people. These
towns are often in farming country
and are where people go for
supplies, to attend school, church,
or special events, such as this fair.

The air spirals up the
column and sucks
up dirt and objects
in its way.

A twisting column
of rising air forms
beneath a thunder cloud.

Tornadoes can travel
at 112 mph (180 km/h).

Hats keep
off the sun

COWBOY COUNTRY

and the rain,

and were Cattle are raised on the Great Plains and

once used to f hills of the Rocky M . I

carry water. oothills of the Rocky Mountains. In summer,

cowboys on horseback used to drive the
cattle to fresh pastures; in winter, they
herded them back to the ranch to be sold

at auction for food. Hollywood movies
turned cowboys into heroes, but life in
the saddle was not easy. Pay was poor,
and men often spent 15 hours a day on
horseback in scorching heat or driving
rain. Today, ranches are smaller and
cowboys and horses may be ferried from
ranch to pasture by truck and trailer.

Leather
cuffs

MISSISSIPPI RIVER

A lasso is From Minnesota in the north to its

used to CITIES OF THE DEAD
rope cattle. Cemeteries in New
Orleans are built
above ground to
protect them when
the Mississippi
Boots have  floods. The burial
heels to grounds are called
Fringe helps keep feet Cities of the Dead.
to drain away firmly in the
any rainwater. Spurs stirrups. A wreath of flowers

enormous delta in the Gulf of Mexico, the
mighty Mississippi River flows through

the central states. It is one of the world’s
busiest waterways, suitable for cargo boats
for almost 1,802 miles (2,900 km). This
view of the river shows it flowing through
Iowa, where it forms a natural border with
Illinois and Wisconsin. In the south, severe
flooding often occurs after heavy rains.

Chaps
protect the
rider from

cattle horns.
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et
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OUT OF THE GROUND

The US is the world’s second largest

producer of crude oil and the world leader

in petroleum products, such as fuel oil. 15

Oil was discovered in Texas in the early
1900s, bringing great wealth to the state.
Today, Texas is the second largest
oil-producing state after Alaska. Magnesium,
iron, and uranium are also mined there.

Houston, Texas
Jan 53°F (12°C)
July 83°F (27°C)
Jan 3.5 in (89 mm)
i July 3.9 in (99 mm)

200

300 km

A B C D E F G H 1 J K
| | e
WpTwa C AN A DA
----- . ol . | Py S - -
§ af . Sakakawea
= g F Minot
Z . - - L"'!- . Grand Forks |
o | - 2tk _ dage ¥ ) d MI
3 [t il \ ‘ AJ—K-HT A
= |1 #’_ s MO DAKC
R z O [
'?' 5 :
af | qr .
— P _ ¢
= Y o
e r !
4 '?0 - 2 0
UNITED STATES T | Rolho o et |
OF AMERICA v ” | F a.l]s.- ochester & 45;,_.‘
| — 5
| = 2 '1 <, Sioux City ‘aterloo Lﬁ
Minneapolis, Minnesota o@vp ol o | =1 0 h
Jan 14°F (-10°C) | e o . I\ [[O WA\ |CedarRapidsy,
July 78°F-(23°G) - : Rodf_sé";g_s- 4 A = £ T Davenn..ort
Jan 1 in (25 mm) '} by ) ) R dg /O L€
“ii - July 3.4 in (86 mm) i~ ‘? v T z E Imgom \.
1 0 b | AP : ’ ¥
L | N a gL t.‘jr =l
THINGS TO LOOK FOR = ? I Sﬁ S Jispaaitpce
ON THE MAP e — L dp e “Kansas City . "oouri
Longest river: Missouri/Mississippi, ) e s N .
3,740 miles (6,019 km) Map I5 $4 o i i 1
Highest point: Mt. Elbert, 14,432 ft F e T
(4,399 m) Map E7 /| 3 !
Largest lake: L. Pontchartrain =— S
625 sq miles (1,619 sq km) Map L11 ° < =
— ; : fuse |o
_ ) e ot Ij
4 ! . ®Norman . o
- — | oxLamoNMA |8 g
= ' f !
E" g7 o ¢ 7 = ol ey
N 10 | Ld v R
i_'. |. L s ~ Dallas
w," il';lt : i Fort Worth "~ s
: i [PEES| s I~
A o - Y
et i ‘@Waco
- - - E’( g 4 -
- .f"' \ b, "’#n._‘ . 5 A ] B‘;
T 30 AN ) : &
_____ N A
v N -l
@ 4 £ M e % ic o

MIssissipp, NS

n

ans

Mississippi
Delta

35




NORTH AMERICA ¢+ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

US:EASTERN STATES

Excrrient HARBORS, FERTILE LAND, and rich
mineral resources have made this region one of the
most densely populated in the country. It was along
the East Coast that the first settlers from Europe
arrived in the 16th century. Today, the area includes
some of the country’s largest cities, such as New York
and Washington, DC, as well as the once-great
industrial centers of Chicago, Detroit, and Cleveland
on the Great Lakes. Farther south, farmers use the
land to cultivate cotton, tobacco, and vegetables

RULING THE COUNTRY
The US has a written

set of laws, known as a
constitution, that sets out
how the country should be
governed. The center of
government is Washington,
DC, where the president
and his family live in

the White House. The
president is the head of
state and is chosen in
elections that are held
once every four years.

The White House has been the home of

grown for their oil. Hurricanes are a threat to
people living on the Gulf and Atlantic coasts.

every US president since 1800.

BIG BUSINESS IN NEW YORK
Originally a fur-trading post at the mouth of the
Hudson River, New York is now the US’s
financial capital. Wall Street, so called because it
marked the line of the old city wall, is the home
of the New York Stock Exchange. Financial
deals worth billions of dollars are made there
every day. Nasdaq, short for National
Association of Securities Dealers Automated
Quotation System, based in New York, was the
world’s first electronic stock market. Because it
The Appalachian Mountains run through North is a purely computer-based system, shares can be
Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia. For many traded around the glObe, 24 hours a day-

years, coal was mined here and used to power
steel mills. Today, many mines and factories
have closed, eliminating jobs. Despite a plan to
open up the area to tourists, Appalachia remains
one of the poorest parts of the US.

THE APPALACHIANS

This huge machine
picks the cotton bolls
from the plant.

Flower buds
form on the

The sign on this blues club cotton plants.

in Memphis, Tennessee, is M
shaped like a giant guitar. “LJ /

Flowers turn

THE BIRTH pink and
OF THE BLUES then fall off.
This part of the US

is the birthplace of
some of the world’s
most popular music.
Jazz and blues

were based on the
spiritual and work
songs of the black
population. Country
music began as poor
white people’s
music in Kentucky
and Tennessee,
and the soul label
Motown grew
up in Detroit,
the US.

After the flower

falls off, a tiny seed (GOTTON — FROM FIELD TO FABRIC

i ripens and grows X
\ into a pod, orbol.  In the mid-1800s, the southern states produced

80 percent of the world’s cotton and grew

rich on the profits. Cotton was grown
on huge plantations, then handpicked
by black slaves who had been brought
by force from Africa. Slavery was
finally abolished in the US in 1865.
Cotton is still an important crop,
although modern machinery now
does the hard work. Soybeans, used

The cotton boll
opens into a fluffy
fiber ready for
harvesting.

Cotton is woven
into fabric for
shirts, pants, and

Neon, used to
light up so many

buildings across towels, which inlv fe i he bi
America, was first are sold at home main 'Y OI" oil, a.re now the biggest
invented in 1898. and abroad. Crop 1n this region.
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The American alligator

lives in the swamps

and rivers of
Florida, Georgia,
and Alabama. It
can grow up to

12 ft (3.6 m) long.

THINGS TO LOOK FOR
ON THE MAP

Longest river: Ohio, 981 miles
(1,579 km) Map F6

Highest point: Mt. Mitchell,
6,683 ft (2,037 m) Map ES
Largest lake: L. Superior, 31,820
sq miles (82,414 sq km) Map D4

World’s longest cave system:
Mammoth Caves, 348 miles
(560 km) Map D7

THE GREAT LAKES
The five Great Lakes
make up the largest area
of freshwater in the
world and form a
natural border between
the US and Canada. An
enormous amount of
freight, mostly grain, is
ferried across the lakes.
Chicago, shown here, is the
region’s major city. It lies on
the shore of Lake Michigan.

Miami, Florida
Jan 68°F (20°C)
July 82°F (28°C)
Jan 2.8 in (71 mm)

477 July 6.1 in (155 mm)

SAVING THE WETLANDS
Swampy wetlands cover one-fifth of Florida.
Part of this includes the Everglades National
Park — a haven for many rare animals,
such as the Florida panther and
the manatee. Today, large areas
of the Everglades are threatened by
drainage programs aimed at creating
more land for building and farming.
A state plan was launched in 1994
to save the remaining wetlands and
create new areas of swamp.

Key West # e
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MEXICO

THE COLORFUL LAND OF MEXICO was once
home to the golden civilizations of the Maya
and Aztecs. These ancient empires were
destroyed by the Spanish, who invaded in

MEXICO the 1500s and ruled the country until its -3 S X

CaPita; city: Mexico City independence in 1821. Descendants of the A LAND OF CONTRASTS
o 2;6632521;“‘1“ native peoples still live in Mexico, but most Mexico’s landscape ranges from vast deserts

il q . . . . in the north, through snowcapped mountains
Population: 98,900,000 People are mestizo, of mixed SpaHISh and native and a central plateau in the center, to tropical
Official language: Indian descent. Almost half of all Mexicans are  rain forests in the south. The Sonoran Desert,
Spanish der 19 1d d th lati . shown here, stretches across the border into
Major religions: Christian un C'I' yea'lrs old, ap € popuia IOp 18 X the US. This desert is home to the giant
93%, other 7% growing rapidly, leading to overcrowding in saguaro cactus and to poisonous animals such
Government: Multiparty the cities. Mexico has limited farmland as rattlesnakes and scorpions.
democracy d d h f d ’ =
Currency: Mexico and cannot produce enough foo

new peso for the growing population.
Adult literacy rate: 91%

Life expectancy: 74 years

SIGHT-SEEING

Tourism is one of Mexico’s biggest

sources of income. Visitors from all over

the world come to see Chichén Itza,

Tenochtitlan, Palenque, and other sites of
the ancient Maya and Aztec civilizations.

The warm sea and sandy

beaches at coastal

resorts, such as Acapulco

and Cancun, also attract

People per doctor: 667

Mexico

City’s most

famous
street is the
wide Paseo de
la Reforma, with
its tall buildings,
cafés, and theaters.

Televisions: 261 per
1,000 people

MEXICO CITY

many tourists.
These buildings at With a population of more than 22 million, Mexico City is
Teotihuacén, near one of the world’s largest cities. But its size and location
Mexico City, are the . . . NN
remains of an ancient create many problems. It lies at a high altitude and is ringed
religious center. by mountains, so pollution from cars and factories
Most Mexi A cannot escape and poisons the air. Children often
0S exicans are Roman : :
Catholic and worship in churches ~ Women carry Men parade with WalF to leave for SChO(,)l unt.ll %fter rush hour to
often named after saints. decorated baskets of large cotton avoid car fumes. Mexico City is very overcrowded,
flowers. They wear globes on which and the area is prone to earthquakes; the most
wraparouna skirts, the name of their recent one devastated the city center in 1985.
called enrados, and town is written.

white blouses.
A dip called Beer with a
guacamole is slice of lime
made with
avocados.

A

Tortillas are eaten
like bread or made
Chilies into a snack called
a taco.

VILLAGE FESTIVALS

Festivals, or fiestas, are a common
part of Mexican village life. Each
village has its own patron saint
and on the saint’s day there is a
colorful celebration. There are 115 separate
saints’ days in Mexico. Here the people of a small town
near Oaxaca celebrate their fiesta with a street procession.
Although most people in Mexico are Roman Catholic,
native Indian beliefs are also important, and many festivals
are a mixture of Christian and Indian traditions.

MEXICAN FOOD

Mexicans eat a variety of spicy foods flavored
with chilies. Most of the food is based on
home-grown produce, such as avocados,
beans, tomatoes, and corn. Pancakes, called
tortillas, are made from corn flour and filled
with meat or vegetables, and cheese. Cooks
also mix chilies and chocolate to make a spicy
sauce called mole, which is served on chicken.
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I ]*T It E p Jant 68°F (14.5°C Longest river: Rio Grande (Rio Bravo del
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OIL FROM THE GULF TRADITIONAL CRAFTS
Huge reserves of oil were found Weaving and embroidery

along the Gulf of Mexico in 1976,

and today Mexico is the world’s

fifth largest oil producer. There are
about 3,000 oil platforms in the gulf,
extracting oil from the seabed. Mexico
is also rich in other minerals, including
iron, zinc, copper, and silver, of which
it is the world’s biggest producer.

are among the traditional
crafts of Mexico’s native
Indian peoples. Images of
gods, birds, and flowers are
often used in their designs.
Just like their ancestors,
women bring brightly
decorated clothes into the
towns to sell in the markets.

MADE IN MEXICO

Clustered along Mexico’s border with the US are
some 2,000 factories, called maquiladoras. Here,
huge numbers of cars, computers, shoes, and
other manufactured goods are assembled from
parts, ready to be exported. Most of the factories
are owned by foreign companies that are
attracted to Mexico by the cheap labor costs.
The maquiladoras are an important source

of income for Mexico and help prevent its
economy from being too dependent on oil.

Jah 54°F (12.5°C)

82.5°F (28°C)

Jan 1.0 in (25 mm)

4.8 in (122 mm)

Blue, red, and black are the main colors
used in traditional Mexican designs.

Find out more
OI1L: 137, 152, 281
POPULATION GROWTH: 16-17
ROMAN CATHOLICS: 274
TRADE (MAQUILADORAS): 280
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CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA

CENTRAL anD
SOUTH AMERICA

(CENTRAL AMERICA IS A NARROW BRIDGE of land linking
Mexico in the north to South America in the south. A string
of mountains runs down its length, capped by volcanoes. The
beautiful, palm-fringed islands of the Caribbean Sea lie off its
east coast. South America, the fourth largest continent,
contains a range of very different landscapes. About 60
percent of the continent is covered in vast, grassy plains.

The towering Andes Mountains stretch along the west
coast, with the long, thin Atacama Desert sandwiched
between the mountains and the sea. Tropical rain
forests spread in a lush green
blanket across huge
areas of the northeast.

The Andean
condor has a
wingspan of
10 ft (3 m).
Its huge
wings help

it soar above
mountain
peaks.

Fog bank
Pacific
Ocean

THE ANDES
Stretching for 4,505 miles (7,250 km) along the entire
length of South America, the Andes are the world’s longest

i

THE AMAZON RIVER

The world’s largest rain forest grows

in the vast basin of the mighty Amazon,
the longest river in South America. The
Amazon rises high in the snowcapped
Andes in Peru, then flows 4,001 miles
(6,439 km) across Peru and Brazil to

its mouth in the Atlantic Ocean. The
Amazon carries more water than any
other river. At its mouth the Amazon is
so wide that you cannot see from one
bank to the other. The river discharges
so much water into the ocean that the
water is still brackish 112 miles (180 km)
out to sea.

As the winds reach the
Andes they cool, and

rain starts to fall. Wet winds

from the

Rain forest Atlantic

mountain range. Many peaks rise above 19,685 ft (6,000 m).

The mountains were formed when two plates of the Earth’s Very little rain
crust collided. The plates are still moving, causing numerous  falis on the
earthquakes and volcanoes along the range. An extinct western side
. . of the Andes,
volcano, Aconcagua, is the highest Andean peak and the which is
highest mountain in South America at 22,835 ft (6,960 m). mostly
desert.

The world’s highest navigable lake, Titicaca, lies in the
Andes between Peru and Bolivia.

Patagonia covers about
270,272 sq miles
(700,000 sq km)
of southern Chile
and Argentina.

PATAGONIA
In the far
southeast of South
America lies a huge,
dry, windswept plateau of
land called Patagonia. This region

is sparsely populated, but some small groups of sheep farmers live
near Colorado and Negro rivers. They include a community of Welsh-
speakers whose ancestors settled in the region during the 1860s.
Northern Patagonia is semidesert with some scrubby vegetation.

The south is colder, drier, and bleaker, with very little plant life.

THE ANDES AND CLIMATE

The Andes have a major effect on the weather of South
America. Warm, wet winds from the Atlantic rise up the
eastern slopes. As they rise, they cool and the water in
them falls as rain. On the dry, western slopes, the weather
conditions are completely different. Here the winds pass
over the cold Humboldt Current as they blow in off the
sea. This causes them to cool and form a fog bank.

THE PAMPAS

Rolling grasslands cover

the center of Argentina and
extend into neighboring
Paraguay. These are the
pampas, vast open plains that
stretch across an area of
250,967 sq miles (650,000 sq
km). The western pampas
are dry, semidesert, but the
castern part has frequent
rainfall. The pampas form
the economic heartland of
Argentina. Large herds of
beef cattle are grazed on the
plains. Other areas have been
plowed up to grow huge
amounts of wheat, corn,
beans, and other crops.
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MONT PELEE
On May 8, 1902, Mont Pelée, a volcano i
on the Caribbean island of Martinique, ¥ L 5
erupted. A stream of lava, gas, and ] .
hot dust poured down the mountain i
toward the port of St. Pierre, engulfing Highest temperature: § rr‘;é,. b Nad
the town and killing 30,000 people. Rivadavia, Argentina, je “‘? % W e L c. e sio Tome
Volcanoes are a constant hazard in the 120°F (49°C) : 3 25 | 'C e
Caribbean — two-thirds of Montserrat, 1k W i
including the capital Plymouth, became San L 5
uninhabitable when the Soufriére Hills Felix 1. r ol

volcano erupted in 1995. | . San !
Ambrosio I. i
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FACTS ABOUT CENTRAL

AND SOUTH AMERICA
Area: 7,177,259 sq miles
;fSan Matias \) (18,589,118 5q km)

«§ Highest point:
> Mt. Aconcagua, Argentina,
22,835 ft (6,960 m) Map F11

J Cw

ISTHMUS OF PANAMA
The Isthmus of Panama is a

Archipelago |

narrow strip of land that separates
the Caribbean Sea in the Atlantic
Ocean from the Gulf of Panama in
the Pacific. It forms the land bridge
linking Central America to South
America. The Isthmus is only
30-130 miles (48-210 km) wide.

Its narrow shape and strategic
location made it the ideal choice

as the site for the Panama Canal.

1. Desolacio

| Lowest temperature:
Sarmiento, Argentina,

27°F (-33°C)

Falkland Is.

Longest river: Amazon,
Peru/Brazil, 4,001 miles
(6,439 km) Map 16

Largest lake: L. Titicaca,
Bolivia/Peru, 3,200 sq miles
(8,287 sq km) Map F8
Largest island: Tierra

del Fuego, 27,476 sq miles
(71,163 sq km) Map FI16
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CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA

PEOPLES OF CENTRAL
AND SOUTH AMERICA

+ BAHAMAS
Tue LANGUAGE, HISTORY, and culture of Central .
and South America have been shaped by B }ggﬁbﬁl{?l‘

colonization. Until 1492, when Christopher
Columbus first landed in the Bahamas,

the continent was inhabited by native
peoples. After that time, European settlers
arrived from Spain and Portugal, and huge
numbers of Africans were imported as slaves,
especially to the Caribbean and Brazil. The
Caribbean also became home to English,
French, and Dutch settlers. As a result,

the population of the continent today is a
combination of these different ethnic groups.
Spanish is the main language spoken throughout
most of the continent, together with Portuguese
in Brazil. English and French are more common
in the Caribbean, while Dutch can still

be heard in Suriname.

ST VINCENT &
THE GRENADINES —
<

X]:('O_I\})\U/RAS

EL SALVADOR NICARAGUA

=l
COSTA

RICA JPANAMAB

VENEZUELA

COLOMBIA

Galapagos Is.
(Ec)

Magnificent Catholic churches, such
as the Church of St. Francisco in Brazil,
are a lasting reminder of colonial rule.

San Felix I.

(Ch) San

Ambrosio 1.

SPANISH INFLUENCE (Ch)

From the 16th century

on, Spain and Portugal
colonized South America.
Both countries also sent
missionaries to spread the
Roman Catholic religion.
Spain colonized much of the
continent, but Portuguese-ruled
Brazil became the largest and
most economically powerful
country. Today, the majority
of South Americans are still
Roman Catholics.

Juan Fernandez
Is. (Ch)

Falkland Is.

(UK)
ETHNIC GROUPS Key

Native Indians, who can trace European
their history back to people living [] Native Indian
in Central and South America M African/
before the Europeans arrived, make "

up just 2 percent of the continent’s O

population today. The next largest

BE‘LIZE JAMAICA . . ANTIGUA & BARBUDA
GUATEMAL. ST KITTS & NEVIS / t DOMINICA

_—SAINT LUCIA
~~BARBADOS
) GRENADA

; _RTRINIDAD & TOBAGO

BRAZIL

mixed race i
Mestizo / L

Population: approximately
433,500,000 people

Number of countries: 32

Most densely populated
country: Barbados, 1,627
people per sq mile

(628 per sq km)

Smallest country:
St.Kitts & Nevis, 101 sq
miles (261 sq km )

Least densely
populated country:
Suriname, 8 per sq
mile (3 people

per sq km)

FRENCH
GUIANA
()

Largest country: Brazil,
3,286,470 sq miles
(8,511,965 sq km)

Ethnic groups

N

group are people of African descent, Brazi
the greatest number of whom are
today found in Brazil and the
Caribbean. In most countries, the
largest group of people is of mixed
European and native Indian

descent, known as mestizos.

These young
Brazilian men
are a mix of
ethnic groups.

Ecuador Guatemala \ Uruguay

The peoples of Central and South
America can be divided into four
distinct ethnic groups. This chart
shows what proportion of the
population makes up each of the
four ethnic groups in four countries.
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Key

D 50% and more

[] 10-49%

r__! Less than 10%

This map is shaded to show the
percentage of native Indians in
each country across the continent. r_;\&‘
Some native Indians, such as

this Yaminahva Indian woman and
child, in Peru, now live on special

! Refugees from the
reservations.

countryside building a

shack on the outskirts of
Buenos Aires, Argentina

CROWDED CITIES

Nearly three-quarters of the continent’s population
lives in cities. In some countries, such as Chile and
Uruguay, more than a third of the population lives in
the capital. Many people have been forced to migrate
from rural areas to escape widespread poverty, or
have been drawn to the cities by the chance of work.
They now live in crowded shantytowns that have
grown up on the city outskirts.

POPULATION GROWTH

In the 20th century, population
growth across the continent was
rapid, particularly in Brazil and
the northern countries. In most
countries, birth rates are now
beginning to fall. However, since
so much of the population is
young, and improvements in
health care allow more children
to survive into adulthood, the
population is still growing.

By the end of 2005, another 80
million people were living there.

NATIVE PEOPLES

Within a hundred years of
the Spanish arrival in South
America, as much as 90 percent
of the native population had
died, mainly from diseases
. brought by Europeans,
' such as smallpox and
measles, against which
| the native peoples had no
/ natural immunity. Today,

_~" native Indians make up a

very small minority, except in
Guatemala, where Mayan people
still inhabit the highlands in
large numbers, and in the
Andean ranges of Bolivia, where
descendants of the Incas live.

Nicaragua
s %\ I:I Value of country’s
$L)$8,820 _ goods and services
mill D Country’s debt
$US4,573 Brazil
million
$US495,000
million
$US219,800
million

FOREIGN DEBT

All governments borrow
money. The loans are
paid back using the
money that the country
earns by exporting its goods. However, many
countries in Central and South America have huge
debts. Brazil has a very large foreign debt, but it is
still relatively small compared to Brazil’s earnings.
Nicaragua has a much smaller debt, but the

SMALL-SCALE FARMS

Most of the continent’s farmers have only enough
land to support one or two people. People like this
Bolivian family grow crops and keep a few animals,
such as chickens or pigs, to eat rather than to sell.
Since the farm often cannot provide enough food
for the whole family, some family members are
forced to move elsewhere in search of work.

country’s earnings are even less.

LARGE-SCALE FARMS

Across the region, ranches for cattle
and sheep and plantations growing
export crops, such as bananas and
sugar, often extend over a vast area
and are operated as profit-making
businesses. These huge farms may be
owned by foreign companies or by a
handful of rich and powerful families.
Cuba is different, for the government

controls these large estates.

[
.

Children
per family

Kenya: 4.5

Bolivia: 4.0

Peru: 3.1

Argentina:
25

Germany:

This chart shows the average number of
children per woman in five countries. Birth
rates in Central and South America are
lower than in Africa, but higher than birth
rates in Europe, where most families have
1 or 2 children.
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CENTRAL AMERICA anp 1
THE CARIBBEAN

THE SEVEN SMALL COUNTRIES OF CENTRAL AMERICA lie within a neck

of land that joins North and South America. To the east, hundreds of
Caribbean islands stretch from the US almost to Venezuela. When 3
Christopher Columbus and his Spanish crew dropped anchor in the
Caribbean in 1492, they thought it was Asia,

and the islands became known as the West . Y —

Indies. From that time on, Europeans cuBA

competed for control of the region, bringing ——

slaves from Africa to work on the land. Central ProaentE RO AN 5"
America’s greatest influence is still Spanish, 5 #:%[
while the Caribbean retains its African culture. L de la Juventud. -
The entire area is affected by natural hazards, o “J"'*‘-- - "‘
with volcanoes, earthquakes, and hurricanes. 6  Havana, Cuba

Jan 72°F (22°C)
'*' July 82°F (28°C)
i C o Jan 2.8 in (71 mm)
; #  July 4.9 in (125 mm)
GUATEMALA s BELIZE .g%%fln "
- CAYMAN ISLANDS
(UK)
8

FARMING THE LAND

Even before the arrival of Europeans,
Central America was an agricultural
region. The land divides into three

main zones: the fertile Pacific plain, 9 HH o
ideal for growing crops such as ) HONDURAS v
bananas; the central highlands, with P
coffee plantations (above) and cattle “omayagus i ’ -
ranches; and. the forest.ed northeast, SAN SALVADOR(S 4{,/ r o g v ) J , <
where the soil is less suitable for 10 La Libertad : ’ s
farming. Intensive farming has EL SALVADOR san quel ¥ \ _
damaged much of the environment. ate ) y
' Cabezas
11 ; : galpa
NORTH AMERICA Arrows indicate LM ! 1 NICARAGUA
I the movements = g
of storms and - iy
show how they EUPLINS A
ol6 OF GANG die out once 12 o oo Bluefields  §an José, Costa Rica
TROPI F CANCER] p

-------------------------------- A s ' Jan 66°F (19°C)

all their energy. = July 70°F (21°C)

Jan 0.6 in (15 mm)
‘:‘ﬁ 7 July 8.3 in (211 mm)
13 s,

The red line o

across the map

marks the o

southern limit

of the area of 14

SOUTH AMERICA hurricane

activity.
HURRICANE STRENGTH - ‘
Powerful tropical storms known as hurricanes affect the |5 | [ Gulfof LA iy
Caribbean between May and October. A hurricane starts COSTA RICA Chiri B
off as a normal storm over the ocean, but grows in force Cog L .
if the waters are particularly warm. Winds then blow the
swirling mass of cloud, wind, and rain westward, toward 16
the islands, where it can cause massive destruction when
it hits land. The word hurricane comes from Huracan,
the local name for the god of storms. D E F G H I ]
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BAHAMAS
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ISLANDS LARGE AND SMALL
In the centuries after Columbus,
Spanish influence remained strong on
the mainland, although Spain, France,
Britain, the Netherlands, and later the
US laid claim to many of the islands.
St. Lucia, for example, changed hands
between Britain and France 14 times.
Most of the larger islands are now
independent countries, while others
are still dependencies. The island
of Martinique, with its replica of the
Sacré Coeur church in Paris, remains
French, while the Netherlands Antilles
are controlled by the Dutch.

PEOPLE OF THE CARIBBEAN
The original inhabitants of the
Caribbean islands were the
Carib and Arawak peoples.
Most died from disease and
slavery at the hands of the
Spanish, although a few
descendants of Caribs survive
on the island of Dominica.
Today, most people in the

. (France)

Grande Terre

45



CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA ¢ GUATEMALA

GUATEMALA

Capital city: Guatemala
City

Area: 42,042 sq miles
(108,890 sq km)
Population: 12,300,000

Official language:
Spanish

Major religions: Christian
98%, other 2%

Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: Quetzal
Adult literacy rate: 70%
Life expectancy: 65 years

People per doctor: 1,111
Televisions: 126 per 1,000
people

BELIZE
Capital city: Belmopan

Area: 8,867 sq miles
(22,966 sq km)

Population: 256,000
Official language: English

Major religion: Christian
87%, other 13%
Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: Belizean dollar
Adult literacy rate: 77%
Life expectancy: 74 years

People per doctor: 2,000

Televisions: 183 per 1,000
people

Corn and other
cereals are the
main foods.

Mayan craft products, such as
baskets and handwoven textiles,
are popular with tourists.

Villagers carry
a statue of the
Virgin Mary.

GUATEMALA

From THE RUINED CITIES of the ancient Mayan
civilization to the Catholic churches of the
Spanish, Guatemala represents a blend of
cultures. Today, more than half the people are
direct descendants of the Mayan Indians and
live mainly in highland villages; the remainder
of the population is part Indian and part
Spanish. Many Mayans work for rich landowners
who grow the coffee, sugar, and bananas that i
are the country’s main cash crops. Guatemala
also exports fresh-cut flowers, mostly roses,
which are grown in the valleys around Antigua.

HOLY WEEK

Most Guatemalans are Roman Catholic, the
religion the Spanish brought with them in the
16th century. However, many people are now
becoming Protestant. Guatemalans also
practice their own form of worship based on
traditional beliefs. This procession in Antigua
forms part of their celebration of Holy Week.

MARKET DAY

Markets such as this one in Chichicastenango, in the
highlands near Lake Atitlan, are a feature of daily
life. Many native Guatemalans farm small plots
of land where they grow corn, beans, and
squash, as well as fruit. They regularly

walk long distances from outlying
villages to a market to sell crops,
flowers, and handcrafted goods
such as pottery and baskets.

People worship Catholic
saints and ancient gods at
the Church of Santo Tomas.

Lilies and roses, as
well as carnations
and gladioli, are
grown in the valleys.
Goods are Many are sold to
weighed in a simple,
handheld balance.

Village women
wear brightly
colored ankle-
length skirts.
Patterns date
back hundreds
of years.

Avocados have been

A basket of papayas cultivated in Central
America for thousands
of years.
WEAVING STYLES
Weaving is a traditional craft. CITIES OF THE MAYA

Cloth is made from colored
yarn, using patterns that have
been handed down through
the generations. There are
more than 300 different
styles, each with a special
historical meaning.

Tourism is one of Guatemala’s
fastest growing industries. Each
year almost one million tourists
visit the country to see its ancient
sites. Spectacular ruins mark the
site of Tikal, one of the great
Mayan cities. Tikal was mysteriously
abandoned in about Ap 900.
Today its ruined temples lie in

a huge area of tropical forest.

Weavers use a backstrap
loom that can be moved
from place to place.
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REFUGEES
Life for the Mayans is a constant
struggle for survival, and many have
suffered hardship and death in their
attempts to avoid being forced into
mainstream society. Persecution was
particularly bad in the early 1980s,
when the then military government
set out to eliminate them. Some
60,000 Mayans fled to safety in refugee =~ STREET CHILDREN )
camps in Mexico. To day, th ey are Guatemala City is .home to growing numbers of
. . so-called street children. Forced to leave home
returning to Guatemala, but their

. . because of poverty and abuse, children live in
safety is uncertain and much of small groups and survive through crime, by

their land has been seized. begging, and selling whatever they can find.
Recently, human rights groups such as Amnesty

B E L I Z E International have drawn attention to their plight.

CORAL REEF

A chain of coral reefs, dotted with small sandy
islands called cayes, runs 180 miles (290 km) along
the coastline of Belize. It is the world’s second
largest barrier reef, after Australia’s, and is home
to turtles, sea anemones, and spiny lobsters, as well

as a wonderful array of

J /][] tropical fish. The clear,
72 ‘Ll/ warm water attracts divers

Sy from around the world.

?@ay

BELIZEf‘,.-

%
%

LYING ON THE CARIBBEAN COAST,
Belize is both an old and a new
country. Ancient ruins dot the
landscape, reminders of its Mayan
history, but the country itself only
achieved full independence in
1981. For many years, Belize was

a British colony, the only one in
Central America. English is the
official language, but Belizeans are

MEXICO

w N Flooding and hurricanes can

1 — oy cause serious problems along
desq:nded.from several ethplc groups ¢ Qo
Caribs, Africans, Mayans, Asians, and "o | capital, Belmopan, has been

built farther inland than Belize
City, the old capital.

Europeans — and many people speak a Creole or
African dialect. Caribbean foods and music are
popular, and the country is famous for its wildlife.

DEEP IN THE FOREST

Dense tropical rain forest covers

half of Belize’s land area. Rosewood,
and other products from the forest,
such as chicle, used to make chewing
gum, and kapok, a silky cotton from
the giant Ceiba tree, are important to

'the economy. So, too, are the BELMOPAN

increasing number of citrus groves. In 1961, a massive hurricane and
But cultivation is limited. Much of the tidal wave devastated the coastal
rain forest is protected and provides a capital, Belize City. In 1970, a
rich habitat for plants and animals. new capital, Belmopan, was built

50 miles (80 km) inland to protect
it from tropical storms. Although

FOREST WILDLIFE people and bu}inesses are

The forests are filled with an amazing variety of wildlife. gra(}lually moving to the new
Jaguars, tapirs, howler monkeys, and coatimundi are capital, }361126 City remams.the
just a few of the world’s endangered species still country’s most populated city.
thriving in the forests of Belize. Butterflies and
tropical birds fly through the trees. And there
are 250 different types of orchid, including
the black orchid, Belize’s national flower.

Find out more

CORAL REEFS: 255, 258
HURRICANES: 44
RAIN FORESTS: 15, 69, 204
RELIGION: 274-275

Toucans live in
the treetops so The howler monkey
they can fly defends its part of
around the the rain forest with
open areas. a noisy howl.
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HONDURAS

THE HOT, STEAMY CLIMATE of Honduras is ideal
for growing fruit, and for many years the banana
industry has dominated the life of the country.
Today, Honduras has developed other exports,
such as coffee, sugar, and beef. About half of the
Honduran population lives in the countryside, in

HONDURAS . . '
Gapital city: Tegucigapa | Sall villages or isolated settlements. Many are poor ~ HONDURAN PEOPLE
; : 1 : : Most Hondurans are mestizos — mixed
Aff;:ot% 278ksq miles farme.rs, growing corn, beans, or rice for their own de e e o the
1() L 6“;2)0 oo use. Life is hard, and many people go hungry. Europeans who arrived in the 16th
tion: 6, il . . . oy
cpreton Land is unevenly distributed — wealthy families century. Some are descended from
Official language: . . black Africans who were shipped to
Spanish and fruit companies own 60 percent of the land. the Caribbean as slaves. Some are

Major religion: Christian white (European) or Indian.

100%

Government: Multiparty
democracy

As the bananas
grow, they
begin to point

Currency: Lempira
Adult literacy rate: 80%
Life expectancy: 66 years

Bananas take between
9 and 13 weeks to ripen.

People per doctor: 1,250

Televisions: 90 per 1,000
people

Workers cut the
bananas down when
they are still green.

EL SALVADOR
Capital city: San Salvador

Area: 8,124 sq miles
(21,040 sq km)

Colored tags identify which
bunches are ready for picking.

Population: 6,500,000 The stalk has BANANA PLANTATIONS

Official language: ::5"{;221%" Otfe Banana exports are important to the economy of
Spanish thick, purple Honduras. Many are grown on huge plantations,
Major religion: Christian petals. particularly around La Lima in northeastern

98%, other 2%
Government: Multiparty

Honduras. Laborers work long hours and the pay is

Workers cover low. Cutters regularly have to carry loads of bananas

democracy ;

bananas with c .
Currency: Salvadorean bags to protect weighing about 88 lb‘(40 kg). Once cut down., the
colén, US Dollar them from insects bananas are washed, inspected, and weighed into
Adult literacy rate: 80% and pesticide. i boxes, ready to be shipped abroad.
Life expectancy: 70 years o =

People per doctor: 909

#57" EL SALVADOR

THE SMALLEST COUNTRY in Central
America, El Salvador has suffered a history
of civil war and revolution. Historically, a
handful of rich families have controlled the
land and wealth, while most Salvadoreans

have lived in poverty. A line of volcanoes, THE SOCCER WAR
. h . In 1969, long-standing border
many still active, dominates the landscape. disputes erupted when El Salvador
; Forests, once rich with cedar, mahogany, played Honduras to qualify for the
d k. h b d for £: land World Cup. The incident led to
SAN SALVADOR and oak, have been cut down for farmland.  ,c savadoran army invading
San Salvador was founded by Honduras. Mqre than 3,000
Spanish colonists in 1525. Since PEACE ACCORD people were killed.

then it has been damaged by Between 1979 and 1991, a bitter civil

earthqugkes many times. Much of war raged between the I.JS-backe.d Find out more

the original Spanish architecture government and left-wing guerilla

has been replaced with modern forces. Some 75,000 Salvadoreans COFFEE: 50, 62, 66
buildings. Overcrowded slum died. On January 16, 1992, the PEOPLES OF THE CONTINENT: 42
areas have developed around country celebrated a peace SUGAR: 52

the city as thousands of refugees agreement signed by guerilla VOLANOES & EARTHQUAKES: 13
have arrived in search of work. leader Chano Guevara (left).
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NICARAGUA

Capital city: Managua

Area: 43,278 sq miles
(129,494 sq km)

NICARAGUA

SOMETIMES CALLED “the land of lakes
and volcanoes,” Nicaragua is a beautiful
country. It could also be one of the
richest in Central America, but its
recent history has been as violent as

its earthquakes, and the economy has
been thrown into chaos by past political
events. The economy is mainly based
on agriculture, with fishing along the

SANDINISTA REVOLUTION

Population: 5,500,000
Official language:
Spanish

coasts, but Nicaragua also has large
deposits of minerals, including copper
and gold, which are mined for export.
The country has a young population,
with more than half the people

under the age of 15.

Major religions: Christian
97%, other 3%
Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: Gold cordoba
Adult literacy rate: 77%
Life expectancy: 69 years

People per doctor: 1,429

Televisions: 190 per 1,000
people

FAMILY LIFE

Extended families

are common in
Nicaragua. Parents
and children often live
with their grandparents
under one roof. Until
1979, more than half the
population could not read or
write. Under the Sandinistas, a literacy

campaign was set up, and newly trained teachers,
many of them women, were sent into rural areas
to teach reading and writing. Within just a few
months, literacy levels rose to 87 percent.
However, when the Sandinistas lost power, the
campaign faded and reading levels dropped again.

FARMING THE LAND
The fertile volcanic soil
near the Pacific coast
forms the main farming
region of Nicaragua. Corn
(shown growing here),
beans, and sorghum are the
main food crops, and are
harvested twice a year. Coffee, cotton,

LAKE NICARAGUA
The west of the country is dominated by
Lake Nicaragua, the largest lake in Central

and bananas are also important export crops.

For over 40 years, the Somoza family ruled
Nicaragua as a dictatorship. But in 1979,
rebels took control and formed the left-
wing Sandinista government. They provided
better health care, and set up a program of
taking land from the rich and giving it to
peasants. However, they were opposed by
the Contras, anti-Sandinista forces backed
by the United States, and thousands lost
their lives in fighting during the next
decade. In 1990 the Sandinistas lost the
elections, but have retained their popularity
among the poor.

Overcrowding is
a problem, and
large families are
often crammed
into very small

living spaces.

LIVING DANGEROUSLY

Most of Nicaragua’s population lives
on the Pacific coast, where many of
the major cities are located. There are
active volcanoes here, but earthquakes
are the most serious danger. In 1972,
the country’s capital, Managua, was
nearly destroyed by an earthquake
that killed more than 6,000 people
and left 300,000 homeless. In 1998,
powerful Hurricane Mitch devastated
Nicaragua’s east coast, killing at

least 3,800 people and causing
damage estimated at $1 billion.

The corn ear, or cob,
needs plenty of sunshine to
grow and ripen.

Corn kernels are ground
into flour and used to make
tortillas, a type of pancake.

= | Find out more
LITERACY: 277

America. It is also the only freshwater lake in
~  the world to contain sea fish, including sharks
- B ] and swordfish. Scientists now think that sharks

Lake Nicaragua is named after Nicarao, an ancient ~ find their way to the lake by swimming up the
Indlian chief whose people lived by the lake. San Juan River from the Caribbean Sea.

POLITICAL SYSTEMS: 270-271
POPULATION GROWTH: 43
VOLCANOES & EARTHQUAKES: 13
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COSTA RICA

BoRDERED BY SEA on both sides, Costa Rica differs
from its neighbors in many ways. It is a peaceful
country with a democratically elected government

> | and, since 1948, no army. The country is also relatively
~ | wealthy. Schools are free, and Costa Rica spends much
of its budget on education. Life expectancy in Costa

COSTA RICA .. . . .

—= : Rica is the highest in Central America. Exports
Capital city: San José includ £ b d hich
Area: 19,714 sq miles include co ,ee, ananas, and sugar, which grow on
(51,060 sq km) the country’s fertile volcanic soils. The main port
Leypu ity & AU is Limo6n on the Caribbean coast.
Official language:
Spanish

Major religions: Christian

95%, other 5% Pickers work by hand, THE WAY TO SAN ]OSE
; = harvesting about 55 Ib San José lies in the mountainous
Government: Multiparty (25 kg) of beans per day. center of the country directly on

democracy

the Pan-American Highway. It is
the processing center for the crops
that grow in the nearby valleys.
The area developed as a tobacco
growing center under Spanish rule
and became the capital in 1823.

Currency: Costa Rican
colon

Adult literacy rate: 96%
Life expectancy: 78 years

People per doctor: 1,111

Televisions: 387 per 1,000
people

COFFEE BEANS

Costa Rica was the
first country in
Central America to
grow coffee, and for
more than 100 years
this has been its ~i
leading export. )
From time to time
this success is affected
by falling international
prices. Coffee is made
from the fruit of the
coffee tree, which grows
best on well-drained soil. Coffoe is
Trees need a warm, but not hot, climate, and are made from
usually grown in areas partly shaded with larger the two beans
trees. They can produce good crops for 15 years. inside the cherry.

Coffee trees
grow about

The coffee 9.8 ft (3 m) tall.

fruit is called |
a cherry.

Berries turn from
dark green to
yellow to ripe red.

The sweet-smelling
flowers last about
3 to 4 days.

TRAIN TO THE COAST

The Atlantic Railway, completed in
1890, was built to take coffee from
the plantations to the coast for
export. The project was fraught with
problems. Thousands of workers
lost their lives due to terrible
working conditions, and the cost
plunged the government into debt.

SAVING THE FORESTS
Costa Rica was once covered This tiny violet-ear hummingbird is
with forests that included just 4.75 in (12 cm) long. It hovers
. in the air and takes nectar from
mahogany and troplcal cedar flowers through its long beak.
trees. But its tree cover has been
greatly reduced because forests
have been cut down for lumber The hummingbird’s wings
and to make room for coffee CZ’; feecaénff times
plantations. However, the P '
government is aware that loss
of forest also means loss of
valuable plant and animal
life, and it is now working to
conserve its forests. Today,
much of the forest is protected
in reserves and national parks.

Nectaris a
sweet liquid.

A

Find out more

COFFEE: 62, 66
DEMOCRACY: 270
LOGGING: 69, 244

TRADE : 281
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PANAMA

THE COUNTRY OF PANAMA forms a

land link between the North and South
American continents. The Panama Canal,
which cuts through the country and joins
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, is a vital link
in international sea trade. Panama has a hot,

PANAMA . . . .
— . steamy climate with heavy rainfall, especially

Capital city: Panama City . . R R ;
Area: 30,193 sq miles on its Caribbean coast. The interior is
(78,200 sq km) mountainous. The best farmland is in PANAMA CANAI
1;‘;';‘;:‘;’:: 3’;03’000 the lowlands on the Pacific coast, where the Every year some 14,000 ships negotiate
Spanish suages main cash crops, bananas, coffee, and sugar, the locks of the Panama Canal. First
Major religions: Christian | are grown. Shrimps, caught in the coastal opened in 1914, the canal is 51 miles
92%, Jewish and other 8% t 1 . tant ¢ (82 km) long, with a minimum depth
Government: Multiparty waters, are also an important export. of 39 ft (12 m). Forty thousand
democracy workers, mostly from the Caribbean,
Currency: Balboa FROM OCEAN TO OCEAN worked on the canal, which took
Adult literacy rate: 92% There is an 85-ft (26-m) difference in 10 years to build and cost $US380
Life expectancy: 75 years height between Gatun Lake and the two million. It also cost thousands of lives.

oceans. From the Atlantic, ships are raised After sharing the canal with the US for

up through the Gatun locks (1, 2, and 3). P Kk 1
Then they are lowered via the Pedro many years, Fanama took complete

Miguel locks (4) and, finally, through the ~ control of the canal in December 1999.
Miraflores locks (5 and 6) into the Pacific.

People per doctor: 588

Televisions: 187 per 1,000
people

Nine months of tropical rain each year
keeps Gatun Lake full. Water from the

Cross-section of canal lake feedss the locks.

Atlantic 1 : ~ o n 6 Pacific
 Ocean
¥ e Ul | & "
) R, | 5 _‘_‘\\‘
Detail of lock chamber
CANAL AT THE CROSSROADS Trains, called
The canal puts Panama at A ship waits (‘n a lock . ; ) — mules, help .
the crossroads of international chamber while water is sk pull the ship
trade. Revenue from the canal, piped in to lift the ship — . e through the
and from the Free Trade Zone at o the next fevel Pl { = & by ook
its mouth in Colén, is vital to L S |
the economy. Since 1970, P ] y
Panama hasybeen one of the Water is fed through Q ! : |
) . . huge pipes, called -
world’s main financial centers, culverts. down the
Bank: d busi ters line th i ~ i ; , ) . .
c:r:’a/saf)r;)roauc%ntis/iacfan/ffc;?; © and its ta); free bank‘gg l;mraalsd sides of the lock. Ships travel in the opposite
investors irom around the world. direction along this channel.

A series of smaller pipes
feeds water into the lock
from the culverts.

CUNA INDIANS

The original inhabitants
of Panama were mostly
Cuna, Guaymi, and
Choco Indians, but their
numbers were severely
reduced after the arrival
of European explorers in
the 16th century. The
Cuna once held considerable

THE GOOD SOIL
Panama has many
rivers. The soil that
develops from clays,
sand, and silt deposited

Hammocks are ! (
made of woven from these rivers is called

power in the area and traded, _ fiber from plants  alluvial soil, and is good for
mainly by canoe, a]ong the that grow on growing crops such as the Find out more
Caribbean coast. Important the coast. Vegetables.fhﬁwrll h‘;r?' Wit(? BANANAS: 48

: : Embroidered clothin, oorer soils the land is use :
chiefs were Carrle(.i by_ hammock. designs, known as ? ?or a few years and then left COFFEE: 50, 62, 66
Today, the Cuna live in small molas, are a feature of until its natural fertility EXPORT DEPENDENCY: 281
villages and depend on the Cuna culture. returns. This system of land | PEOPLES OF THE CONTINENT: 4.2

agriculture for a living. use is called roza.
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MORE THAN 200 RIVERS WIND their way across Cuba,
watering the lush green scenery of the Caribbean’s
largest island. The land is made up of mountains,
rolling hills, and flat plains, all covered in a fertile soil
RN e | thatisideal for growing sugar, tobacco, and a variety
vy | oftropical fruits and vegetables. Most Cubans are
CUBA descended from the early Spanish settlers, or from
Capital city: Havana Africans brought over later to work as slaves on the
?{fgjgg%igﬁg)mﬂ“ plantations. In recent decades, the socialist policies
of the long-standing leader Fidel Castro have kept

Population: 11,300,000
Official language: Cuba isolated from much of the world.

Spanish

MUSIC AND DANCE

Cuba’s lively music reflects its mix
of Spanish and African influences.
The Spanish brought distinctive
melodies, along with the guitar and
violin, and the Africans brought

a very different style, as well as
various drums and short wooden
sticks called claves. The music has
gradually fused to create rhythms
such as the mambo and salsa.

A thriving Afro-Cuban jazz scene
has also developed.

Major religions: Christian
41%, other 59%

Government:
One-party state

CUBAN POLITICS

In 1959, Fidel Castro and a group
of rebels overthrew the ruling
dictator, Fulgencio Batista. Since
then, Cuba has been a communist
state, aided by the Soviet Union
until its breakup in 1991. Many of

Currency: Cuban peso
Adult literacy rate: 97%
Life expectancy: 77 years

People per doctor: 189

Televisions: 239 per

1,000 people

Cigars are stored in boxes
made from cedar wood to
keep them fresh.

Castro’s social policies have
been successful. Housing

and health care have greatly
improved, and most people can
now read and write. However,
the US remains hostile to the

Dark brown
sugar has
not been
refined to
remove all
the syrup.

communist government. ,
- Light brown

{ ;& % sugar has
S been
"%— partially

refined.

Sugarcane is a
giant grass that
needs plenty of
rain as well as
sunshine.

= A CUBAN CIGARS
- | Cuba’s warm days and cool nights are
{ ideal for growing tobacco. Tobacco
leaves are picked when pale green
and hung up to dry for 40—45 days.
They are then sorted and packed for the
fermentation process, which mellows the A
flavor of the leaf before it is sent to one of
Cuba’s famous cigar factories. Cigars are
rolled by hand by men and women working
at long wooden tables.

Rum is made from
the distilled juice
of sugarcane.

D

Sugar is stored
N Wy inside the stalk,
PN OB A WY |/ in a firm pulp.

A good cigar is made
from at least five different
types of tobacco.

A dark syrup
known as
o’ molasses is a
- - by-product of
cane juice.

HAvANA

The largest city in the
Caribbean, Cuba’s capital,
Havana, has a population of
more than 2 million. It was
founded by the Spanish in
1515 and some areas of
the city are extremely old,
with cobbled streets and
elegant colonial

buildings. Today, parts of
Havana have become run
down and in need of

SUGAR INDUSTRY

Sugar has long been important to Cuba and still

makes up 75 percent of the country’s earnings from
exports. By the 1800s, the sugar industry was already
booming, fueled by African slaves who worked by hand
on the vast colonial plantations. Today, the methods
are more modern and the cane is usually cut down

by machine or bulldozer. However, the collapse of

the Soviet Union led to a steep decline in demand

for sugar, and reduced

improvement. However,
housing policies mean there
are no shantytowns around
the city. Havana is a major
port and exports most of Cuba’s
sugar, tobacco, and tropical fruit.

supplies of imported oil.
To overcome this crisis,
many of the mills started
to use bagusse, a by-product
of sugarcane, to run

their machinery.

Find out more
BREAKUP OF THE USSR: 136
CITIES: 17, 43
PEOPLES OF THE CONTINENT: 42
POLITICAL SYSTEMS: 270-271
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- | JAMAICA

N Yy
| THE BEAUTIFUL ISLAND OF JAMAICA is a place
JAMAICA/ : of strong contrasts. On the one hand, there is

the relaxed attitude of people enjoying the
. : national passions — cricket and reggae music.
“% 7| On the other hand, there is tension between

Ty | the few powerful families and the many poor

JAMAICA living in violent slums. This side of life is
Capital city: Kingston rarely seen by the tourists who flock here
‘(‘{339462;1113)“‘”“ each year. In addition to tourism, the mineral
Population: 2,700,000 bauxite, used to make aluminum, is a RASTAFARIANISM
Official language: English valuable source of income. Sadly, the The Rastafarian religion began among
lggagor riligions: Christian landscape is damaged by the poor of Kingston, Jamaica, in the

o, other 457% the bauxite mines 1930s. Members believe that Haile

dGO"emmem= Multiparty . ’ Selassie, the former emperor of
Cemocrac_y which leave red mud Ethiopia (Ras Tafari), was a god.
Ja‘:g?;‘:g'douar lakes with an acid They also believe that God (Jah) will

lead black people back to Ethiopia,
the promised land. Rastafarians do
not usually eat pork, they are against
violence, and wear their hair in long
dreadlocks. Their clothes are often
green, yellow, and red because these
f’ are the colors of the Ethiopian flag.

Adult literacy rate: 88% content that kills
Life expectancy: 75 years Vegetation.
People per doctor: 714

Televisions: 182 per 1,000
people

REGGAE MUSIC

The driving rhythms of reggae music can be heard
everywhere across the island. Its songs often tell of
hardship and political struggle, and are linked to
Rastafarianism. Reggae developed in Jamaica from ska,
which was a blend of African, European, and South
American styles. Jamaican singer Bob Marley (1945-81)
made reggae music popular around the world.

ISLAND INDUSTRIES

A variety of industries bring money to
Jamaica, from oil refining to clothes
manufacturing. Various minerals are
mined, with bauxite being the most
important. One rapidly growing

KINGSTON industry is data processing, which
Jamaica’s capital city and chief port, Kingston, involves typing data into computers
is one of the largest urban centers in the and sending it to companies in the
Caribbean. Founded by the British, the city first US. Unlike many other Caribbean
grew as a major port for shipping cane sugar to countries, however, Jamaica’s data
Europe. However, an earthquake in 1907 processing companies are mostly
damaged the city. It has now been rebuilt with owned by Jamaicans, and not by
modern hotels, banks, and financial offices. large foreign organizations.

Crowded shantytowns also exist on the western
side of the city. Violence frequently breaks out The breaciuit tree
1 111 ¢ Uit tr
here, connecte'd either to pol.ltlcal unrest or to produces fruit with a pulp
the long-established trade in illegal drugs. that is eaten as a vegetable.

FARMING THE LAND

Not everyone in Jamaica works in industry
or tourism — agriculture is also important.
Plantations growing sugar, bananas, coffee,
and cocoa employ large numbers of
people. Many Jamaicans also fish for a living

Dasheen is grown
for its edible
root and leaves.

Find out more
EtHIOPIA: 218
GROWTH OF CITIES: 17
RELIGION: 274-275
SUGAR: 52

. Okra is used in
or farm their own small plots of land, soups and stews

producing food for themselves, as shown here, oreaten as a
with a little left over to sell at local markets. vegetable.
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PUERTO RIC()}
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THE BAHAMAS

Capital city: Nassau

Area: 5,382 sq miles
(13,940 sq km)

Population: 314,000

Official language:
English

Major religions: Christian
83%, other 17%

Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: Bahamian
dollar

Adult literacy rate: 96%

Life expectancy: 70 years

People per doctor: 667

Televisions: 230 per 1,000
people

PUERTO RICO*

Capital city: San Juan

Area: 3,427 sq miles
(8,875 sq km)

Population: 3,890,000

Official language:
Spanish

Major religions: Christian
85%, other 15%

Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: US dollar

* Puerto Rico is not an
independent country. It is a
self-governing commonwealth
of the US.

SPANISH IS THE MAIN language of Puerto Rico, but the
country is strongly American in flavor. Colonized by
Spain in the years after Columbus, the Spanish stayed
in control until 1898, when the US took over.
The cultivation of tobacco, sugar, and tropical
fruits remains important despite the increasing
number of factories set up by US manufacturers. g
Most people have a good standard of living,

THE BAHAMAS

"THIS LONG LINE OF ABOUT 700 coral islands
snakes its way across the warm Caribbean Sea.
It was on the island of San Salvador that
Christopher Columbus first set foot when he
arrived in the “New World” of the Americas in
1492. The Spanish, who called the islands Bajamar,
meaning “shallow seas,” were followed by British
settlers, and the islands remained a British colony
until 1973. Today, the islands are a paradise for
vacationers of every nationality. They are also a major
financial center, because tax laws make it profitable
for banks and foreign businesses to have offices here.

JUNKANOO FESTIVAL

At the end of each year, the streets
come alive with the dancing and
music of the Junkanoo parades.
This festival forms a link with the
country’s past. It is said that when
an African chief, given the name
John Canoe (Junkanoo), came here
as a slave, he was granted the right
to celebrate in true African style.

Main overseas us Canada Europe Others
tourists 2000 Qi Eg’x ng/fi
87% 5% 5% 3%

TOURIST DESTINATION

More than five million tourists a year come
to relax on the white sandy beaches and in
the warm waters of the Bahamas. Tourism
is vital to the economy and almost half

the local people work in jobs linked to

the tourist industry, in hotels, shops, and
restaurants. The city of Freeport on Grand
Bahama is the largest tourist resort, with a
deep-water harbor for cruise ships. However,
= passengers often eat and sleep on their ships,
——— ' which does not help the local economy.

PUERTO RICO

OPERATION BOOTSTRAP
This plan, which began in 1948
with backing from the US, was
set up to tackle the island’s
economic problems.
Attracted by low taxes
and cheap labor, many
US companies moved here.
Over the years, the plan
has helped raise living
standards on the island.
The main industries
include petrochemicals,
textiles, and medicines.

with excellent
education and
health care.

PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO
Puerto Ricans are mainly of Spanish
and African descent. Most live in
cities, with one-third in the capital
of San Juan. Overcrowding forces
others into housing projects outside
the main cities. Some people
choose to move to the US.

Find out more
CORAL ISLANDS: 202
EDUCATION: 277
HEALTH: 276
PEOPLES OF THE CONTINENT: 42
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HAITI

bt |
2

z / . THE POOREST COUNTRY IN the western world, Haiti
R shares the island of Hispaniola with the Dominican

| Republic. A revolution by African slaves in 1791, led
by Toussaint L’Ouverture, broke French rule, and Haiti
became the first black republic. Recent politics have

been turbulent. The long dictatorship of the Duvalier

7

HAITI

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

HAITI family (“Papa” and “Baby Doc”), gave way to a series ART AND CULTURE
Capital city: Portau-Prince | of military coups. Political unrest continues and the Many H;‘“‘aﬁ? try tofmake(fxtra .
Area: 10,714 sq miles country suffers from great poverty. Many Haitians e e bt ane woodeaminen.
(27,750 5q km) I’y T g P . Y as straw hats and woodcarvings,
Population: 8,300,000 practice the religious cult of voodoo, which blends and by acting as unofficial tourist
P. - * 990 diti 1 Afri belief; ith R Catholici guides. Since the 1930s, artists have
Official languages: traditional African beliefs with Roman Catholicism. been noted for producing simple,
: Followers believe in powerful spirits, and dancing to bold paintings in a style derived
Major religions: Christian . . from the decorations in voodoo
96%, other 4% the beat of sacred drums is part of the voodoo ritual. temples.
Government: Multiparty
democracy

SOIL EROSION

Farming is the main occupation here and
most Haitians live on small plots of land,
growing food and keeping goats. They
make very little money and pressure for

Life expectancy: 54 years

Currency: Gourde NN li‘
Adult literacy rate: 52% ;ﬂ:‘

People per doctor: 5,000

Televisions: 5 per 1,000

BEORIC more land to farm means that trees are
DOMINICAN constantly being cut down. Some wood
REPUBLIC is turned into charcoal, shown here,
Capital city: Santo and used as fuel in rural areas. Goats
Domingo

overgraze on the remaining woodland.
The exposed soil has now become so
severely eroded that crop yields are poor.
It has been estimated that one-third of
the land in Haiti is no longer arable.

Area: 18,815 sq miles
(48,730 sq km)

Population: 8,700,000

Official language:
Spanish

Major religions: Christian

92%, other 8%
Government: Multiparty O MI | \-] I C A | \-]
democracy

Island of Hispaniola

e - — HAITI
urrency: Dominican !
Republic peso RE P l I B I IC DOMINICAN
Adult literacy rate: 84% - REPUBLIC
Life expectancy: 67 years
People per doctor: 455 THE LANDSCAPE OF MOUNTAINS and ;
Televisions: 95 per 1,000 . - i p
people P forests in the Dominican Republic

may be similar to that of its island HAITI | DOMINICAN REP.

neighbor, but other aspects of life oy | 12cars 66 cars

: : 1 |
are very different. Spain was compiatlsal
8 16 telephones 110 telephones

the main colonial power here per 1,000 people | per 1,000 people
1 6,288 176,995

and US influences are also college students college students

strong. The people and the

culture are a mix of Spanish,  THE ECONOMY

African. and native peoples People in the Dominican Republic have a better standard
s .

. | ! of living than those in Haiti, where most cannot even
The country 1s rich in natural  afford health care. The economy is stronger in the

resources, with deposits of Repub'lic. because it is boosted by earnings from tourism
. . . and mining and by a government that encourages new

SANTO DOMINGO silver, platmum, uranium, industries, such as
The capital city of Santo Df)mlngo and nickel, and one of the textiles. In recent Find out e
was founded by Columbus’s brother, 1d’s 1 1d . years vacation resorts
Bartolomé, in 1496. The city became the worla s argeSt gola mines. have sprung up DICTATORSHIP: 271
main base from which Spain launched However, tourism is by far across the country, PEOPLES OF THE CONTINENT: 42
its conquest of the region. The city has . creating jobs. Many RELIGION: 274-275
many recently restored colonial buildings the mO_St lmpor_tant source Haitians come here SOIL EROSION: 55, 244
dating back to the 16th century. of forelgn earnimgs. in search of work.
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LESSER ANTILLES
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ST. KITTS AND NEVIS

Capital city: Basseterre

Area: 101 sq miles
(261 sq km)

Population: 38,763

ANTIGUA AND
BARBUDA

Capital city: St. Johns

Area: 170 sq miles
(442 sq km)

Population: 67,897

DOMINICA

Capital city: Roseau

Area: 291 sq miles
(754 sq km)

Population: 69,655

ST. LUCIA

Capital city: Castries

Area: 239 sq miles
(620 sq km)

Population: 162,157

ST. VINCENT AND
THE GRENADINES

Capital city: Kingstown

Area: 150 sq miles
(389 sq km)

Population: 116,812

BARBADOS

Capital city: Bridgetown

Area: 166 sq miles
(430 sq km)

Population: 270,000

GRENADA

Capital city: St. George’s

Area: 131 sq miles
(340 sq km)

Population: 89,258

TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO

Capital city: Port-of-Spain

Area: 1,981 sq miles
(5,130 sq km)

Population: 1,300,000

SCARLET IBIS

The Caribbean is a haven
for colorful bird life,
notably the scarlet ibis

of Trinidad and

Tobago. The ibis lives

in the islands’ mangrove swamps,
flying off during the day to feed on
crabs and other small sea creatures
that live in the coastal mudflats.

LESSER ANTILLES

THE 1SLANDS OF the Lesser Antilles stretch i in
a gentle curve from the Greater Antilles
island of Puerto Rico in the north, down
to the coast of South America. Once
European colonies, most of the islands
are now independent. However, the
background of African, European,

and Asian influences has resulted

in a vibrant and distinctive culture,
highlighted in music and festivals.
Bananas, which thrive in the heat and
high rainfall, remain a major export,
although some producers are at risk from
hurricanes, which can devastate the land.

CRICKET
Cricket is the national
game of the English-
speaking islands.
Children learn to play
. on sun-dried turf that
allows the ball to be
“bowled” at high
speeds. As adults
they can play for the
West Indies team,
drawn from the
best players on each
island. The team has
included many great
bowlers and batsmen.

Brian Lara from Trinidad has
played for the West Indies
cricket team since 1990.

TRANSPORTATION

In the past, people and goods
were transported by boat
between the islands. Today,
ships are still the most
economic way to move

cargo, and ports, such as
Castries in St. Lucia, handle
the islands’ exports. Most
islands have no railroads and
main roads are often confined
to the coasts, making the interior
difficult to reach. Antigua, Barbados,
Martinique, and other islands now have

large airports capable of handling jumbo jets.

TOURISM

The main industry in the
Caribbean is tourism, which
provides work for local people

in restaurants, hotels, shops,

and beach stalls. However the
work is mainly seasonal, since
most visitors only come to escape
cold at home. Also, many hotels
are owned by foreign companies,
and money does not always
remain on the islands. Some local
governments are trying to reduce
their dependence on tourism.

FOOD FROM THE LAND

Because of the shortage of land, most island farms are small.
Farmers grow food for themselves, and sell a wide range of
crops in local markets, including yams, sweet potatoes, okra,
and salad crops, as well as fruits such as mangoes, limes,
coconuts, and bananas. They also grow cash crops for
export. The main crop varies from island to island, with
nutmeg grown in Grenada, coffee in Trinidad, arrowroot

in St. Vincent, and sugar and bananas almost everywhere.

Curved beak for
digging in mud
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INDUSTRY s
The most industrialized =
country in the area is . =
Trinidad and Tobago, .
which has petrochemical, S,
iron, and steel industries B
based on its reserves of oil &
and natural gas. Aside from
Barbados, the other islands
have few mineral resources and
rely on bananas, sugar, cotton,
and cocoa for export. In recent
years, all the islands have tried to
produce a wider range of exports.
St. Vincent now has a flour mill,
and Martinique an oil refinery.
Light industrial parks have been
set up on a number of islands.
PITCH LAKE
La Brea, in the south of Trinidad, Vs z
boasts one of the world’s most SSER ANTILL ES
unusual sights. Near the town is a 3 v
lake filled not with water, but with N = &
natural pitch, a black, sticky tar
that is mainly used for surfacing
roads. The lake, which is 200 ft =
(60 m) deep, is the world’s largest sl o =
single supply of natural pitch. il T4 e
It is thought to be linked to the R 4 T =Y
underground rocks that supply il ¥ :
nearby South America with oil. SOUTH AMERICA '-"-[‘_-"!'x.f

ISLAND MUSIC

Almost every Caribbean island
resounds with the beat of calypso
music, which has its origins in the
slave songs brought from West Africa.
Calypso has a strong beat and lyrics
about social and political problems.
In recent years soca, a mixture of soul
and calypso, has started to become
popular with younger people.

Steel band music originated in
Trinidad, using pans or drums
made from large oil drums.

This steel band is playing music for tourists in Tobago.

The single brown § ggrrget;g%rgg;
ISLAND SPICES nutmeg seed is underground
The island of Grenada is protected within stem of this

5 a green fruit. ;
the world’s second largest g flowering plant.

producer of nutmeg, after
Indonesia, and grows
almost one-quarter of

the world’s total crop.
Nutmeg, a spice used to
flavor food, originated in
the East Indies, and was
introduced to Grenada by
the Dutch in the 19th century.
The trees flourished in the
fertile volcanic soil, warm
temperatures, and high annual
rainfall. Ginger, cinnamon,
pepper, and cloves are also
grown on the island.

The oil from nutmeg
can be added to
perfume and soap.

< Ground nutmeg
can be used
in cooking.

Ginger root can be
used fresh or dried.

LESSER ANTILLES
INDUSTRIES

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
Tourism, cotton, rum

ST. KiTTs AND NEVIS

Sugar, cotton
production, tourism

DomINICA

Bananas, citrus fruits,
essential oils

A
ﬂﬁsgg

ST. Lucia

Bananas, tourism,
electrical parts

ST. VINCENT AND
THE GRENADINES

Tourism, bananas, food
processing, cement

STTTIILNY

BARBADOS

Sugar, tourism,
petroleum products

GRENADA

Tourism, bananas,
nutmeg

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Oil refining, chemicals,
sugar

The Jinnah Memorial Mosque
in Trinidad serves the Muslim
community. People are called
to prayer from the minarets.

PEOPLE OF THE CARIBBEAN

Most people who live on the islands are a
mixture of descendants of African slaves,
Europeans, and local Carib Indians. The
exception are the people of Trinidad, where
almost 40 percent of the population is originally
from the Indian subcontinent. Shipped over to
work in the plantations, the immigrants brought
their religions with them, setting up Hindu
temples and Muslim mosques and continuing

to observe their own religious customs.

Find out more
BANANAS: 48
HURRICANES: 44
SPICES: 198, 264
SUGAR: 52
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NORTHERN SOUTH AMERICA

ARCHING AROUND THE RAIN FORESTS of the great Amazon River, the

The llama is
used to carry

. . . . ANIMALS OF goods.
countries in northern South America are dominated by the Andes THE ANDES
Mountains. Running north to south from Venezuela to Ecuador, g‘e’g;fe“(‘)‘g‘lfz the
and then through Chile, the mountains were once home to the Inca Andes have relied
Empire. In search of gold, the Spanish arrived in the 16th century on a group of
. . . versatile mammals
and carved out a huge empire. British, French, and Dutch colonies for food and clothing.
were also established in the northeast. Except for French Guiana, The wild guanaco and

vicuna, as well as the

these are now independent, although not without domesticated llama and

problems. Extremes of wealth and poverty, alpaca, are treasured for their wool and
overcrowded cities, and the illegal drug trade meat. Vicufia wool is as fine as silk, while

N > N N coarse llama wool is used to make

are features of most countries in this region. blankets, ropes, and other goods.

The Altiplano, or high

Lake Titicaca straddles plain, is used for
QUECHUA INDIANS The Andes is the & ; the border between growing potatoes
The Quechua have lived high in © ANaes Is the longes Peru and Bolivia. and grazing animals.
. .. unbroken mountain
the Andes in Bolivia, Peru, and chain over 9.850 ft
Ecuador for hundreds of years. (3,000 m) h/’é}h in
The Quechua were once farmers the world.

and shared common land equally

between men and women. Today,
many Quechua have moved to the
cities in search of work. Those who
remain farm tiny plots of land.

La Paz

7 98501t
y (3,000 m)

CULTIVATING THE ANDES

Fertile land is in such short supply in the Andes
that every available scrap of soil must be
used. Farmers often cut terraces into
the hillsides to get the maximum
use from their land. Crops are
grown to suit the temperature,
which is hot and humid on
the lower slopes near
the coast, but gets
cooler as the
mountains rise
upward. On the high
plains beyond the Andes

only the potato will ripen
successfully. This artwork shows a
section of the Andes from Peru to Bolivia.

Potatoes, wheat, and
barley grow in the
cool highland areas

of the Andes. -

6,550 ft (2,000 m)

Sugarcane, coffee,
tobacco, and corn i
flourish in the

temperate zone. Potato plant

Sugarcane

3,280 ft
(1,000 m)

Bananas, cocoa,
cotton, and rice all
grow well in the
warm climate of
the lowlands.

Sea
level

World drug routes Bananas —

A To
’ eastern To Europe

us

THE DRUG TRADE
For many centuries, people
in this region have chewed the
ToNorth  leaves of the coca plant to reduce

o Africa hunger. Today the leaves are processed to make ﬁ;ﬁjﬁﬁie highest
raa cocaine, an illegal drug much in demand in waterfall in the world. It was
ggniréc; North America and Europe. Coca bushes thrive discovered in 1935 by Jimmy
/7~ on poor soil and need little attention, unlike food Angel, an American pilot who
sourn crops, which need tending. Growing coca is also was flying across Venezuela in

AMERICA / ; search of a river he had once
/ more profitable than growing food. As a result, prospected for gold. Instead he

| large quantities of coca are grown in isolated areas flew over a vast waterfall that
of the Andes. Once refined into cocaine, the plunges 3,215 ft (980 m) into
4 drug is smuggled out of the region. the Churtin River below.

| Main growing areas

’ Main traffic routes
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nNo

G H I ] K L

|
- Margarita I.
3 il Georgetown, Guyana

Jan 79°F (26°C)
VENEZUELA ';:% July 80°F (26.5°C)

Jan 8 in (203 mm)
# July 10 in (254 mm)

il C A R IB BEAN
(=]
1 f -~ 'Tt ACA
cia Barcelona
~
Bogota, Colombia
_*_ Jan 57°F (14°C)
July 57°F (14°C)
Q Jan 2.3 in (58 mm)
July 2in (51 mm)

' CAYENNE

THINGS TO LOOK FOR ON THE MAP

Longest river: Orinoco, Colombia/
Venezuela, 1,700 miles (2,736 km) Map G3
Highest peak: Huascaran, Peru, 22,205 ft
(6,768 m) Map C8

Largest lake: L.Titicaca, Bolivia/Peru,
3,200 sq miles (8,287 sq km) Map FI10

World’s highest waterfall: Angel Falls,
Venezuela, 3,215 ft (980 m) Map H3

COLOMBIA

0 100 200 300 400 500 km

0 100 200 300 miles

ot & TROPIC OF CANCER

LOST WORLDS

Towering above the rain forests
of Venezuela are more than 100
flat-topped sandstone hills, called
tepuis, some of them 3,300 ft
(1,000 m) high. These tepuis were
once part of a vast plateau that
has been eroded by wind and
rain over millions of years. Many
unique plants and animals have
evolved in these “lost worlds.”

Lima, Peru

_;k_ Jan 74°F (24°C)
July 62°F (16°C)
Jan 0.1 in (3 mm)

@7 July 0.3 in (8 mm)

APRICORN &
¢ OF C
TROP!

THE CARIBBEAN COASTLINE

In most of South America,
the population is made up
of a mixture of European

_ BORDER DISPUTES
i There is not a country in South

America that has not fought

immigrants and the native
Indian peoples. But the
Caribbean coast and islands
are home to a largely black
population, like these
Colombians. They are the
descendants of slaves brought
over from Africa to work on
the sugar plantations. Many
have remained among the
poorest members of society.

with its neighbors over
its borders, and many
frontiers are still disputed
today. Wars between
Bolivia and Paraguay in
the 1930s, and Ecuador
and Peru in the 1940s,
resulted in thousands of
2 deaths. The checkpoint
shown here marks a border
crossing between Bolivia and Chile.
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&~ | VENEZUELA

WHEN THE ITALIAN EXPLORER Amerigo Vespucci first
visited the southern shores of the Caribbean Sea in
1499, he named the land Venezuela, or “Little
Venice.” The lake dwellings of the native Indians
reminded him of the houses and canals of the Italian

VENEZUELA

VENEZUELA city of Venice. Part of the Spanish Empire for three HIGH-RISE. CARACAS
T — centuries, Venezuela became independent in 1811. For most of its 400-year history,

P ty: - Todayv it i t fh t ts: th il indust Caracas was a sleepy town 2,950 ft
Area: 352,143 sq miles oday it is a country of huge contrasts: the oil industry (549 m) up in te hills near the
(912,050 sq km) produces immense wealth, yet many  Caribbean coastline. With the
Population: 25,700,000 : : discovery of oil, the population

— people live in shantytowns. Most ; ’
Official language: . . . ! rapidly rose from a few thousand
Spanish people live in cities, yet the tribes o more than 4 million. Today,

Major religions: Christian
99%, other 1%

Government: Multiparty
democracy

of the interior are barely touched  Caracasisamodern city, with steel
and glass architecture, an extensive

by modern life. highway, and a subway system.

SLASH AND BURN AGRICULTURE  Where people live
In parts of the Amazon rain forest in
Venzuela farmers practice a type of
agriculture called slash and burn. This
is where virgin rain forest is cut down
and burned in order to provide farm land. 87% live in cities 13% live in the country
The land cannot sustain being cultivated for
long, so after a few years more forest must be
destroyed for farmers to continue growing crops.

Currency: Bolivar
Adult literacy rate: 93%
Life expectancy: 74 years

People per doctor: 417

Televisions: 185 per
1,000 people

RAIN FOREST TRIBES

The few native peoples who still survive in Venezuela live in the  ywomen tena
remote interior of the country near the border with Brazil. The  the gardens as
main group is the Yanomami and numbers about 10,000 people. %‘Z”fﬁ/éfff
The Yanomami are hunters and gatherers who live in enormous /
thatched huts called yanos, built in clearings in the
forest. Their way of life is threatened
both by logging companies and
mineral prospectors anxious to
exploit the wealth of the region,
and by measles and other
diseases against which
they have no defense.

The discovery of oil in Lake Maracaibo,
in 1917, transformed Venezuela from
one of the poorest countries in South
America to one of the richest. The
reserves underneath Lake Maracaibo are
the biggest outside of the Middle East;
oil-bearing beds of tar by the Orinoco
River add to the country’s wealth. Despite
these reserves, many people remain poor.
Public services and agriculture have been
neglected, and the rise and fall in oil
prices has affected the economy.

Circular yanos contain between
10 and 20 families, each living
in its own section.

Yanos are made from wooden Yanomami men hunt

beams covered with palm branches wild animals for food. Boys CABLE CAR . .
and supported by tall poles; the central are trained to hunt from Far above the city of Mérida is the
part is often open to the sky. an early age. world’s highest cable car system. It

carries passengers from the city up
to 15,600 ft (4,765 m) above sea
level. The journey is in four stages
and takes more than an hour.

YOUNG VENEZUELA

Out of a total population

in Venezuela of 25 million,
more than 7 million people
are under the age of 15.

The majority of them live

in the cities of the north.
Many enjoy US activities such
as playing baseball (introduced
by workers in the oil industry)
and listening to rock music.

Find out more
NATIVE PEOPLES: 43
O1L: 137, 152, 281

POPULATION GROWTH: 43
RAIN FORESTS: 15, 69, 204
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SURINAME

FRENCH
GUIANA

GUYANA
Capital city: Georgetown

Area: 83,000 sq miles
(214,970 sq km)

Population: 765,000
Official language: English

Major religions: Christian
57%, Hindu 33%, Muslim
9%, other 1%

Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: Guyana dollar
Adult literacy rate: 97%
Life expectancy: 62 years

People per doctor: 5,000

Televisions: 55 per 1,000
people

SURINAME
Capital city: Paramaribo

Area: 63,039 sq miles
(163,270 sq km)

Population: 436,000
Official language: Dutch

Major religions: Christian
48%, Hindu 27%, Muslim
20%, other 5%

Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: Suriname
dollar

Adult literacy rate: 94%
Life expectancy: 70 years

People per doctor: 3,333

Televisions: 153 per 1,000
people

FRENCH GUIANA*
Capital city: Cayenne
Area: 34,749 sq miles
(90,000 sq km)

Population: 186,917
Official language: French

Major religions: Christian
75%, other 25%

Government: Ruled from
France as part of multi-
party democracy

Currency: Euro

*French Guiana is not an

GUYANA

ONLY ABOUT 765,000 PEOPLE live in Guyana,
most of them on the coastal plain in and
around the capital city of Georgetown. Guyana
takes its name from a native Indian word meaning
“Land of Many Waters,” for the country is crossed
by numerous rivers draining north into the Atlantic
Ocean. Guyana was once a British colony, but gained
independence in 1966. Today the country exports
sugar and bauxite and also possesses vast natural
resources, including lumber and minerals.

THE POPULATION [
Most people in Guyana are descendants of

workers or slaves brought into the country
to labor on the sugar plantations. African
slaves were shipped over between the 17th
and 19th centuries. After slavery was
abolished in the British Empire in 1833,
people from the Indian Subcontinent
arrived to take their place. The Caribs,

the original Indian inhabitants, now
number no more than 50,000 people.

SURINAME

FORMERLY KNOWN AS DUTCH GUIANA,
Suriname was originally owned by the

British, who exchanged it for the Dutch
island of Nieuw Amsterdam, now called
Manhattan, in 1667. Suriname became

independent from the Netherlands in
1975. Because the country is so poor,

about 200,000 Surinamese live in the

Netherlands and send money back to
support their families at home.

IFRENCH GUIANA

THE ONLY REMAINING colony
in South America is French
Guiana. For years the colony
was famous for its offshore
prison on Devil’s Island, but

SUGAR PLANTATIONS
The Dutch were the first
Europeans in Guyana,
establishing a settlement on
the Essequibo River in 1615.
They planted sugar, cocoa,
and other tropical crops,
importing slaves from West
Africa to help them run the
plantations. The British
took control of the country
in 1814 and concentrated
on growing sugar. Today
sugar, rice, bauxite, and
gold are the main exports.

PARAMARIBO

The capital city of Suriname
lies just inland from the
Atlantic coastline. The
Dutch origins of the city
can be seen in the
Dutch-style architecture
and in street names such
as Konigstraat. Most of
the city is built of wood,
including the 19th-
century cathedral of

St. Peter and St. Paul with
its tall spires. Half the
population of Suriname
lives in Paramaribo.

The ocelot is
an endangered
animal.

Most people
live on the
coast and the
interior is largely
untouched tropical
) rain forest. Thousands

of different species of flora

independent country. It is a
French overseas department.

KOUROU

More than 15,000 people
live and work at Kourou, the
launch site for the European
Space Agency. Ariane rockets put
satellites and probes into space on
behalf of European nations.

today it is better known for
its role in the European
space program. The colony
is dependent on France for
much of its income, and it
now has one of the highest
standards of living in

South America.

and fauna, including ocelots,
jaguars, and pumas, plus a variety
of reptiles, inhabit the forests.

Find out more
DEPENDENT TERRITORIES: 271
NATIVE PEOPLES: 43
RAIN FORESTS: 15, 69, 204
SUGAR: 52
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COLOMBIA

COLOMBIA

Capital city: Bogota

Area: 439,733 sq miles
(1,138,910 sq km)

Population: 44,200,000

Official language:
Spanish

Major religions: Christian
95%, other 5%

Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: Colombian
peso

Adult literacy rate: 92%

Life expectancy: 72 years

People per doctor: 833

Televisions: 217 per 1,000
people

CARTAGENA

The bustling port of Cartagena was
founded by the Spanish in the 1500s.
Great Spanish galleons bound for home
set off from here piled high with riches
looted from the native peoples. The old
city walls, enclosing beautiful mansions
and churches, are still there today, along
with the many fortifications built by the
Spanish to ward off pirates and attacks
from other countries.

The women'’s skirts look like
those worn by Spanish
flamenco dancers.

THE CUMBIA

All Colombians know
how to dance the
cumbia, even young
children. The dance is
a blend of traditions
from the black slaves
who were brought to
Colombia from Africa
in the 1800s, together
with Spanish and native
Indian influences. The

men wear white, which
was the color of slaves’
clothes. Women'’s clothes
are more Spanish in origin.

A small pouch
called a mochila is
tradiitionally worn to

hold coca leaves or rum.

AGRICULTURE
The variety of climate zones in
Colombia means that a wide
range of crops can be grown.
For many years coffee was
the country’s main export
and Colombia is still the
world’s third largest
producer. Once picked,
coffee beans are spread
out in trays to dry
naturally in the sun.
Falling world coffee prices
have forced Colombia’s
farmers to develop other
products, such as sugar,
bananas, cotton, and cut flowers,
which are all grown for export.

Men wear sombreros —
hats that have wide
brims to keep off the sun.

¥ COLOMBIA

WHEN SPANISH CONQUERORS reached Colombia
in 1499, they discovered a civilization that was
rich in gold. They spread tales of a mysterious
lost city called El Dorado, filled with wealth, but

it has never been found. Since 1819, when
Colombia became an independent country, it has
suffered decades of violent political battles and,
more recently, bloody rivalry between drug
cartels. Today Colombia is the world’s largest
producer of cocaine. Large rivers, such as the
Orinoco and Amazon, form an important means
of transportation for goods across the country.

BURIED TREASURE

Mining has become very
important to the Colombian
economy since large
deposits of oil were

found northeast of Bogota.
Petrochemical plants,

like this one at Barranquilla,
convert oil into fuel for

cars and planes. New
sources of coal, the largest
in Latin America, as well as
deposits of nickel, are also
helping boost the economy.
The US, and Venezuela
are Colombia’s main
trading partners.

Skirts have weights
in the hems to keep
them from swirling

too high.

EMERALDS
Many people consider Colombian
emeralds to be the finest in the
world. The earliest civilizations to
live in this region made beautiful
objects from gold and emeralds.
Today, Colombia produces more

Veins of patural than half of the world’s emeralds.

emeralds are found
in rocks such as
calcite or pyrite.

SAN AGUSTIN
This small village near the southern
mountains is famous for its ancient stone
figures. The statues are at least 800 years
old, but very little is known about the
people who carved them. Some
experts believe that the site was
a ceremonial center where the
Agustinians buried their dead,
placing statues near the tombs.

Find out more
COFFEE: 50, 66
DRUG TRADE: 58
GEMSTONES: 172, 191
OiL: 137, 152, 281

About 500 statues have been found at San
Agustin. Many are shaped like birds or animals.
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ECUADOR

CUT THROUGH BY THE EQUATOR, after which
it is named, Ecuador is a small country with a
varied landscape. A journey of just 125 miles
(200 km) takes you from humid coastal
lowlands, up into the cold air of the Andes,
and down into tropical rain forest. Ecuador
also includes the Galapagos Islands, which lie
about 620 miles (1,000 km) west in the Pacific

i
ECUADOR

Capital city: Quito

Area: 109,483 sq miles

(283,560 sq km) Ocean. Ecuador has large reserves of oil and
Population: 13,000,000

e natural gas, and these products account for
Spanish nearly half of the country’s export earnings.

Major religions: Christian
95%), other 5%

Government: Multiparty
democracy

MANGROVE SWAMPS

Along the coast are swamps filled with
trees called mangroves, which can grow
in salt water. This watery habitat is
very important — the trees provide
firewood and lumber, while the
fish, crustaceans, and shellfish that
live here are an important source
of food. Shrimps in particular have
become a major export. Large
shrimp farms have created
thousands of much-needed
jobs, but they are gradually
destroying the coastal
environment on which

LA they depend.

Currency: US dollar
Adult literacy rate: 91%
Life expectancy: 70 years

People per doctor: 588

Televisions: 293 per 1,000
people

Statice

At high tide, the sea comes
in and covers the roots.

Mudskippers are
the only fish that
can live on land

and in the water.

AGRICULTURE

Twenty years ago, Ecuador’s

economy was based on three crops:
bananas, coffee, and cocoa. Today,

agriculture is less dominant, but about a

third of the workforce still makes a living

from farming. Fishing is also important,

Swamp water

with shrimps, sardines, and tuna among is usually very —— Shrimps are are made from |
the main catches. A recently introduced muddy. washed in the leaves of
crop is cut flowers, such as roses, V;ﬁg t?ezgd; tf;g é/tp//apa
carnations, and statice, which are plan);ton. prant.
exported to North America and Europe.

THE OTAVALO INDIANS PANAMA HAT

America, the US, and Europe.

Otavalo market is so popular with tourists that it
now occupies all five squares in the center of town.

Otavalo rug, decorated with llamas

The roots trap silt from the
sea and help prevent
erosion of the land.

The mangroves’ tangled roots spread far and wide,
some even emerging above water to trap oxygen.

The town of Otavalo, high in the Andes, is home
to one of the wealthiest groups of Indians in South
America. The Otavalo make blankets, ponchos,
rugs, and other woven goods, which they sell to
tourists and export all over South

Demand for Otavalo goods is so great
that many of them are now mass-
produced, using artificial dyes and
fibers and machines for weaving. The
money raised allows the Otavalo to
continue their traditional way of life.

COTOPAXI

Ecuador is home to the notorious “volcano
boulevard” — four rows of volcanic mountains
that form part of the Andes chain. At least

10 of them are still active. One of the most
famous is Cotopaxi. At a towering 19,348 ft
(5,897 m) in height, this is one of the
world’s tallest active volcanoes. It last
erupted in the early 1900s.

Panama hats e

Panama hats have never been

made in Panama. They come from
Ecuador, where they were originally
made for export to Panama — hence
the name. A good-quality hat takes
three months to make and can be
rolled up without being ruined.

Find out more

ANDES: 40, 58
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS: 265
NATIVE PEOPLES: 43
VOLCANOES: 13

63



CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA ¢+ PERU

PERU

Capital city: Lima
Area: 496,223 sq miles
(1,285,200 sq km)
Population: 27,200,000

Official languages:
Spanish, Quechua, and
Aymara

Major religions: Christian
95%, other 5%
Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: New sol
Adult literacy rate: 85%
Life expectancy: 70 years

People per doctor: 1,111
Televisions: 144 per 1,000
people

The islands are built from layers of

The Urus build boats
from tightly bundled
reeds. A well-built
boat can last a family
up to six months.

reeds that rot away at the bottom and
are replaced at the top.

Women wear their hair

Lima

Gray skies and damp mists hang
over Lima for much of the year.
But the population of Peru’s
capital city has grown rapidly to
more than 6 million as people
have flocked there in search of
work. Although the rich live in
new apartment buildings or
suburban houses, the poor
survive in calampas, huge,
overcrowded shantytowns that
have sprung up on the outskirts.
Lima was founded in 1535 by
the Spaniard Francisco Pizarro.

New reeds are cut and
stacked, ready for use.

Women untangling fishing nets

LAKE TITICACA

Villagers grow
potatoes in fields
by the lake.

PERU

Four HUNDRED YEARS AGO, Peru was the center of
the great Inca Empire, which stretched the length
of South America. Descendants of the Incas still
continue their traditional way of life in the Andes
Mountains, and make up about half of Peru’s
population. In recent years, unemployment,
poverty, and other social problems have led

to much political violence in Peru. This has
prevented foreign investment in Peru and kept it
one of the poorest countries in South America.

PACIFIC FISHING
Peru’s coastal waters are teeming with
plankton, which provide food for
anchovies, sardines, pilchards, and
mackerel. Anchovies, caught and
processed into fish meal, are a
major export. Every nine or 10
years a current of warm water,
m called El Nirio, upsets the balance of
e plankton, and the fish move to better
feeding areas. It struck throughout the
1990s, devastating the fishing industry.

Mackerel

Sardines

The Urus build their homes
and boats from the totora
reeds that grow at the
edge of the lake.

Remains of the city
of Machu Picchu

in a single braid, which
they tuck into their hats.

Lying 12,500 ft (3,810 m) above sea level, Lake Titicaca
is the world’s highest navigable lake. It stretches across
the border of Peru and into Bolivia. For thousands of
years, native peoples have fished its waters. One group,
the Urus, live on the lake in villages built on huge rafts
made from reeds. They grow potatoes (one of the few
crops that will ripen at such high altitudes), catch fish,
and hunt birds that live by the lake.

SHINING PATH

During the 1980s a guerilla
group called the Shining
Path conducted a terrorist
campaign in Peru. The
group wanted to introduce
a communist government
and proceeded to terrorize
the country. They were able
to assassinate people and
bomb targets in Peru’s
cities. Their leader, Abimael
Guzman, was captured in
1992 and later imprisoned.

THE LOST CITY OF THE INCAS

Perched high in the Andes,
Machu Picchu was an important
Inca city in the 15th and 16th
centuries. This fortress city
escaped the notice of the Spanish
conquerors who arrived in 1532,
and it remained a “lost city” until
it was rediscovered by American
archeologist Hiram Bingham

in 1911. The site includes the
remains of ceremonial buildings,
such as temples, and 143 homes.

Find out more

ANDES: 40, 58
CITIES (OVERCROWDING): 17
NATIVE PEOPLES: 43
POTATOES: 140
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BOLIVIA

THE SMALL, MOUNTAINOUS country of Bolivia
has no coastline. In 1883, its coastal region was

lost to Chile in the Pacific Wars, and now its SIMON BOLIVAR
main means of export are roads and railroads Bolivia is named
after Simon Bolivar

through Peru and Chile. Bolivia has many (1783-1830), the

resources, such as silver and tin, but its isolated ~ Venezuelan freedom g
. fighter known as “The

Gapital cities: La Paz, sucre | POs1tion and many changes of government have  Liberator.” From 1812,

Area: 424,162 sq miles kept it poor. About 70 percent of the population Bolivar devoted his life to

BOLIVIA

. - . freeing South America from Spanish
;1’0?];3’580 S‘; 1;1(;10) — is made up of Aymara and Quechua Indians e e Hhem S e an s
tion: 8, g . . . . .
apraton who live on the high windswept plains, called (Colombia), Venezuela, Ecuador, Panama,
Official languages: th il . b 1 h food t and finally Bolivia, then known as Upper
ipams},l’ Quechua, and ca Zp ano, growig a.re y CI.l(.)ug ood to Peru. Bolivar dreamed of a united South
ymara feed themselves and their families. America, but his dream has not come true.

Major religions: Christian
95%, other 5%
Government: Multiparty
democracy

LIFE ON THE HIGH PLAINS

Life is hard for the Aymara Indians, many
of whom live in villages without electricity
or plumbing. Most are poor farmers who
grow potatoes as well as corn and barley
stalks to feed their cows, sheep,
and chickens. Sometimes they
have to kill one of their
animals for food. Llamas
provide wool for warm
clothing and llama
droppings are used as
fuel. Aymara women and
girls wear dark green,
black, or brown hats.

Currency: Boliviano
Adult literacy rate: 87%
Life expectancy: 64 years

People per doctor: 769
Televisions: 116 per 1,000
people

It is cold living on the high plains of Bolivia. The soil is
poor. Villagers break up the ground to sow potatoes.

MINING

Bolivia is rich in tin, silver, lead,

zinc, and other minerals. Tin
mining is an important industry
and, even though production has
fallen, Bolivia still ranks among the
world’s top five tin producers. Thousands of people work
in the mines, but conditions are dangerous and wages are
low. Many miners believe that a spirit, called El Tio, lives in
the mines, and they leave cigarettes as offerings for him.

This lamb will later
provide milk for the family.

Many Aymara wear plastic
shoes, called ojotas.

COCA GROWING

The leaf of the coca plant is used in the
production of the illegal drug cocaine.
Coca grows well in Bolivia’s mountain
valleys and provides a much-needed
source of income for local people.

The government has tried to stop

coca production by offering farmers
money to destroy their plantations

and grow other crops, such as coffee,
cocoa, or bananas, instead. However,
this policy has not succeeded, and coca
is still Bolivia’s main crop.

m

Tradltional

) ‘ ] pan-pipes Loose seeds inside

FESTIVAL IN THE SUN are made <. the maracas make

Although Bolivia is Roman Catholic, many from reeds. [ : o ahnoise W7767<

traditional beliefs still survive. The Isla del 3 they are shaken. .

Sol (Island of the Sun) in Lake Titicaca is . _ B Do Find out more
thought to be the birthplace of the Sun 0 2 DRUG TRADE: 58
and is the location for the celebration 2 SR N x Liramas: 58
shown here. Music is important at Bolivian ! NATIVE PEOPLES: 43
festivals, when pan-pipes, drums, and brass Maracas are pairs of rattles ROMAN cATHOLICS: 274
instruments are played. made from dried gourds.
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BRAZIL

THE LARGEST COUNTRY in South America, Brazil
covers almost half the continent. From the 16th
to 19th centuries it was ruled by the Portuguese,
who named it after the brazilwood tree. The
country contains deserts in the northeast, rain
forests in the north and west, and rolling
grasslands in the south. Because the climate is

so varied, it is possible to grow almost any crop.
Brazil has crowded modern cities — and areas
that have never been explored. In the south,

the forces of the Parana and Paraguay rivers have
been harnessed to form the one of the world’s
largest hydroelectric projects, the Itaipi Dam.

This boy has both
Portuguese and
African ancestors.

This Brazilian
girl is of
African
descent.

PEOPLE OF BRAZIL

The population of Brazil is a
mixture of peoples. Some are
descended from native Indians who
have always lived in Brazil, others from
the Portuguese who ruled there for
300 years. Many Brazilians have African
ancestors who were brought over in
the 17th century to work as slaves on
the sugar plantations. At the beginning
of the 20th century many Japanese
sailed to Brazil to escape crop failures
at home. Also during the 20th century,
large numbers of European migrants
settled in the south of the country.

The girl in the
middle is a rain
forest Indian from
the Tembé tribe.

SHANTYTOWNS
Housing shortages
in Brazil mean that
about 25 million
people live in sprawling
shantytowns called favelas that
surround the cities. Most of the
homes are built by the families
themselves, sometimes from waste
materials, but more often from
wood, bricks, and cement bought

World’s top coffee producers

(Figures show percentage 34%
of world production) 0

12.4%

Vietnam Brazil

Colombia

AGRICULTURE

Brazil is the world’s major
producer and exporter of
coffee, which is grown on
huge plantations, mostly in the states of Parand and

Sao Paulo. However, coffee is only one of the country’s
main crops; soy beans, sugarcane, and cotton are also
produced on a large scale. Brazil is one of the world’s main
producers of oranges, bananas, and cocoa beans as well.
About one-quarter of Brazilians work in agriculture,
although the size of farms varies from tiny plots of land to
vast estates. Many people work in the fields for little pay,
while a few rich landowners benefit from huge profits.

from hardware stores. Services such as
running water and sanitation are poor.

CITY LIFE

About 80 percent of
Brazilians live in cities, most
of which have developed
near the coast. Over the
years, many people have
moved to the cities from
the countryside in search of
work and a better standard
of living. For many years the
cities grew rapidly, although
this has now slowed down.
More than 20 million
people live in or around the
city of Sao Paulo, more than
the populations of London
and Paris put together.

TOP CITIES BY POPULATION
S&o Paulo 10,677,019
Rio de Janeiro 5,974,081
Salvador 2,556,429
Belo Horizonte 2,305,812
Fortaleza 2,256,233

The homes in this
shantytown in S&o Paulo
are built from wood and
corrugated metal.

A

No running
water:
70%

No waste
collection:
52%

No toilets
or drains:
60%

SOCCER

Everyone in Brazil plays or watches
soccer, and there is a stadium in
every city. The huge Maracana
Stadium in Rio de Janeiro was built
for the 1950 World Cup and holds
200,000 spectators. Brazil has won
the World Cup more times than
any other country, most recently
in 2002. Many Brazilian stars play
soccer abroad for teams in
England, Spain, and Italy.
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THINGS TO LOOK FOR ON THE MAP

Longest river: Amazon, Brazil/Peru,
4,001 miles (6,439 km) Map G3
Highest point: Pico da Neblina, 9,888 ft
(3,014 m) Map C3

World’s largest lagoon: Lagoa dos Patos,
3,917 sq miles (10,145 sq km) Map G12

PIRANHA FISH

These vicious fish live in the rivers
of the rain forest. They have razor-
sharp teeth and, when hundreds of
them attack together, can kill and
strip a large animal in minutes.

AMAZON

The Amazon River starts life in the

. Andes Mountains of Peru and flows
. for 4,001 miles (6,439 km) across

" South America until it gushes into
the Atlantic Ocean. For more than

half of its length, the Amazon flows

travel inland as far as the modern city of
Manaus, about 994 miles (1,600 km)
from the sea. Every year the river floods
and deposits fertile silt on the land.

The Amazon and its tributaries, swamps, and
lakes form a vast network of freshwater.

through Brazil. It is the country’s most
important waterway, and large boats can

Porto Alegre
0 i sl Jan 77°F (25°C)
July 57°F (14°C)

é;;p Jan 3.5 in (89 mm)
#% July 4.5 in (114 mm)

FUN IN THE SUN

Brazil’s eastern coastline stretches 4,598 miles
(7,400 km) along the Atlantic Ocean. In Rio de
Janeiro, local people and tourists flock to the
wide, sandy beaches to meet friends and play
volleyball. The most popular beach in Rio de
Janeiro is Copacabana, which is overlooked by
Sugarloaf Mountain. Only good swimmers brave
the waves though, because of strong currents.
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BRAZIL

Capital city: Brasilia

Area: 3,286,470 sq miles
(8,511,965 sq km)

Population: 179,000,000

Official language:
Portuguese

Major religions: Christian
90%, other 10%

Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: Réal
Adult literacy rate: 82%
Life expectancy: 69 years

People per doctor: 769
Televisions: 215 per 1,000
people

FOOD FROM BAHIA
The state of Bahia in
northeastern Brazil was the
first to be colonized by
Europeans. Later, black
slave cooks created lots of
tasty dishes using fish
mixed with spices from
their native Africa. Along
the beaches of Bahia,
women still sell these
dishes as well as snacks of
coconut candies and
delicious spicy fish patties.

BRAZIL

)| Boom AND BUST BEST DESCRIBES the pattern
of the economy in Brazil. In the 1960s and
1970s the country enjoyed a period of
massive industrial growth. Then the boom
ended, Brazil went bust, and the country
became the world’s greatest debtor. Paying
back the loans is now the government’s
biggest problem. But Brazil has a great supply
of natural resources, including gold and iron
ore, and mining is one of the country’s most
important industries. Brazil is both a rich and
poor country. Some landowners and business
people are extremely wealthy, but most of

the rural population is very poor. Although
there has been a democratic government
since 1985, corruption is still a

problem in Brazilian politics.

EcoNnomy

Brazil produces most of its own
food and manufactured goods,
but needs money to pay off its
enormous debts. The country’s
major exports, some of which are

Textiles of cotton and silk,
and finished goods including
towels and sports clothes

CARNIVAL

For four days and nights before Lent
each year (February or March), it is
carnival time in Brazil. People come
from all over the world to join the
celebration in Rio de Janeiro, where
there are street parties, balls, and a
contest for the best costume. Day and
night the streets are crammed with
people in wonderful costumes moving
to the rhythm of music. A parade of
brightly colored floats, organized by
neighborhood samba schools, is the
highlight of the carnival.

A Electrical goods
such as refrigerators,
washing machines,

and food mixers

Leather goods such as
bags, shoes, jackets, tennis
shoes, and soccer balls

shown here, include coffee,
minerals, and airplanes, as well

Agricultural produce,
including oranges,
tangerines, lemons,

RELIGION

Almost all Brazilians are Roman
Catholic, the religion the Portuguese
brought with them, and every town
and village has its own patron saint to
protect it. Millions of Brazilians also
exercise their right to freedom of
belief, and worship gods and spirits
from African religions. In December
and January, for example, people
leave gifts of flowers, soap, and fruit
on the beaches in honor of Iemanja,
the African goddess of the sea, who
they hope will grant their wishes for
the new year. The goddess is linked
with the Catholic Virgin Mary.

as large numbers of Brazilian
cars, which are sold in Argentina.
Most of Brazil’s manufacturing
takes place in a rough triangle formed
by the industrial cities of Rio de Janeiro,
Sao Paulo, and Belo Horizonte.

and limes

GREEN FUEL

In the 1970s, the rising cost of oil

forced Brazil to look for an alternative fuel.
Researchers came up with ethanol, a fuel made
from fermented sugarcane. Ethanol is cheaper
than ordinary gasoline and produces less
carbon monoxide, which is much better for
the environment. Today, about one-third of
Brazil’s cars run on this “green fuel.”
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AMAZON RAIN FOREST

Covering an area the size of Australia,
the Amazon rain forest is the largest
remaining tropical rain forest anywhere
on Earth. It covers about one-third of
South America, mostly growing around
the Amazon River in Brazil. Many
animals, birds, insects, and reptiles rely
on the trees for food and shelter, as do
the tribes of Amazonian Indians who
have lived in the forest for thousands
of years. But the rain forest is a fragile
environment and both wildlife and
people are under serious threat as

vast areas of the forest are cut down.

This village chief is

Native Indian homelands from the Tembé tribe. |

" Brazilian rainforest

n. / & b & A
® Yanom)ani iy )
- Guajajara : r
‘Xavante 4
® sateré Maue &

INDIAN TRIBES

At one time there were about
5 million native Indians living
in the rain forest; today, only
about 220,000 remain. The
largest of these tribes are
located on the above map.
Most live as shifting cultivators, which
means they settle for a while to hunt and
grow basic food crops, and then move on.
This way the forest soil can recover its
fertility. Since the arrival of people from
outside the forest, the Indians have been
at risk from diseases, such as influenza and
measles, to which they have no resistance.

MINING
In the last 20 years large deposits of gold and other
minerals have been discovered in the Amazon rain
forest. At Carajas, a huge iron mountain was
accidentally discovered when a geologist crash-
landed his helicopter. The rock contains massive
amounts of iron ore, as well as manganese and
copper. Mining is one of Brazil’s major industries,
despite the damage it does to the rain forest.

PLANT POWER Quinine is

The forests contain obtained from the
plants that chinchona plant.
provide the basis Brazil nuts

contain vitamins.

~  Shelled
nut

for many valuable
products, such as
rubber, varnish, paint,
cosmetics, and most importantly,
medicines. The bark of chinchona, for
example, supplies the quinine used
to treat malaria. Other plants have
properties that help fight cancer.

Bark

LOSS OF FOREST
Vital areas of forest are lost through logging, cattle
ranching, and relocation (moving people). Building
roads also opens up the interior to further destruction.
If the present rate of deforestation continues, there
will be no forest left by the end of the century.

RELOCATION
The Brazilian government recently
cleared large areas of forest and
encouraged landless people to
buy small plots of land for
farming. But the soil
is shallow and rapidly
loses its fertility.

CATTLE BREEDING

About 30 percent of Brazil’s
rain forest has been cut down
for cattle ranches. But the land
can only support cattle for a few
years. Then the ranchers have to
move on and clear another site.

Plan of Brasilia

Business districts

Government
buildings

Residential
areas

BRASILIA

The city of Brasilia was
built in the late 1950s
as part of a government
program to encourage people to
move into the interior of the country.
It became Brazil’s capital in 1960, taking

LOGGING
Thousands of ebony,
teak, and mahogany
trees are cut down each
year for export. People
are now encouraged to
buy furniture made of
softwoods, such as
pine, which take less
time to regrow.

over from Rio de Janeiro. The city is

laid out in the shape of an airplane, with the
business district in the center, residential areas
in the wings, and the government in the cockpit.
Bold architecture, such as the glass cathedral

Find out more

CITIES: 17, 43
COFFEE: 50, 62
RAIN FORESTS: 15, 204
ROMAN CATHOLICS: 274

shown here, is a feature of this modern city.
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SOUTHERN SOUTH AMERICA

FRroM THE TROPICAL INTERIOR OF Paraguay, through the

warm Mediterranean climate of central Chile, to the freezing
conditions around the glaciers of Argentina, southern South
America is a region of great contrasts. Four countries — Chile,
Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay — make up this half of the
continent, often called the “southern cone” because of its shape.
An important land resource is the pampas, a vast fertile plain
that stretches across Argentina and Uruguay, where huge

quantities of wheat are grown. During the 1970s, all ’%ﬁﬁiﬁxg i?f(i‘;};m Chile is the
four countries were known for their brutal military driest place on Earth, often with no
dictatorships. These have since been overturned, ' rain for years on end. When rain

. . does fall, devastating flash floods are
and the countries are now run as democracies. often the result. The Atacama is a

barren wilderness of sun-baked rock

d shifti dd h h
Main migration routes MIGRANT GROUPS mighttime temperature can fll
from 1860-1926 Many people from Europe dramatically in just one hour. The
R 7 T have settled in South only paved road across this desolate
S "\ & ‘Q_." | America. During the 19th desert is the Pan-American Highway.
g 2:55 g .??—(0 ' and early 20th centuries,
& @ | povertyin Italy drove INDIAN PEOPLES
i J27] laborers to Argentina Unlike northern South America,
i & | for the wheat harvest; I the countries in the south have
f g
L { "l::‘t"‘;_ Q‘_: many never went home' only a few native Indian groups,
L T2 Workers also left Spain for with Pa.raguay home to the largc.est
Vel 2] B proportion. Uruguay has no Indian
B Argentina and Uruguay. : . -
{ Oh. AG lioi population at all. The main surviving
§ S h ﬁman religious gr(()iup’ groups include the Kolla of Argentina,
= the Mennonites, moved to

* shown here, the Mataco and Mapuche
of central and southern Chile, and the
Ache, who live in Paraguay.

5 Paraguay from Canada to
find freedom of worship,
*—| and the Welsh setup a

M| community in Argentina

Paraguay || (o escape English rule and WHERE PEOPLE LIVE

Argentina |y preserve their language. In the past 50 years there has been

a great shift as people have moved
from the country to the cities in
search of work. In Argentina
and Uruguay, city populations
were already swollen by large
numbers of immigrants. In each
country, the capital city has
grown very quickly while the
population in other cities has
remained fairly small. Almost
40 percent of Argentinians, for
example, live in the capital city
of Buenos Aires, shown here.
Since the 1970s, the move

to the cities has begun

to slow down. 8%
N
8e% | 89%
—~

Growth of cities 78%
CATTLE BREEDING “ | e About 15 millon people
In Argentina and Uruguay, cattle breeding for beef 65% now live in Buenos Aires.
exports is a major source of income. Vast herds of cattle 37% ] 2000
graze the pampas, many feeding on alfalfa plants, which

> The chart shows l:l 1990

produce a leaner meat. The main breeds are Aberdeen the percentage
Angus and Herefords, brought over from Europe during  of people iiving _ 1970
the last century. Sheep are grazed in the cooler area of ’;7907’8951 é”g (7)950: \ [ 1e50
Patagonia, and both Argentina and Uruguay are among and 2000, Paraguay Argentina  Uruguay

the world’s top wool-producing nations.
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A B C D E F G H I
0 100 200 300 km Asuncion, Paraguay
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CHILE

ITAIPU DAM
Huge amounts of earth were cleared to build

the Itaipi Dam on the Parana River in Paraguay.
One of the world’s largest hydroelectric projects,
the dam was built jointly by Paraguay and Brazil
and can produce massive amounts of electricity.
Unfortunately, the lake made by the dam drowned
a set of waterfalls and created a breeding ground
for malaria-carrying mosquitoes.
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R U4 THINGS TO LOOK FOR
wson ON THE MAP
; "z Longest river: Parana,
i Argentina/Paraguay/Brazil,
P 1,827 miles (2,940 km) Map J7

MORENO GLACIER

Argentina, 22,835 ft (6,960 m)
Map F7

At the southern tip of Argentina lies one of the
region’s most dramatic natural spectacles, the
vast Moreno Glacier. Every few years, the glacier
advances across Lake Argentino, creating a dam

i =

b [ t <
7 _,-amfjgfge = Highest point: Mt. Aconcagua,

' U

)

Largest lake: L. Buenos
Aires/L.. General Carrera,
Argentina/Chile, 865 sq miles
(2,240 sq km) Map GI3

of bluish-white ice that can be up to 197 ft (60 m)
high. Eventually, the dammed water in the lake
bursts through the icy barrier. The ice collapses

Desert, Chile Map 4

and cracks while torrents of water gush over it.

GIANT ANTEATER

The giant anteater is one of South N,

America’s most striking animals. el/q,z

It spends the day roaming the ¢ ¢l
pampas in search of ants and renas®S | [Rio Grande

termites. If it finds a nest, the
anteater breaks it open with
its powerful claws and then
laps up the insects with its
long, sticky tongue.
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URUGUAY

Capital city: Montevideo

Area: 68,039 sq miles
(176,220 sq km)

Population: 3,400,000

Official language:
Spanish

Major religions: Christian
68%, Jewish 2%, other
30%

Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: New
Uruguayan peso

Adult literacy rate: 98%

Life expectancy: 75 years

People per doctor: 270

Televisions: 214 per 1,000
people

PARAGUAY

Capital city: Asuncion

Area: 157,046 sq miles
(406,750 sq km)

Population: 5,900,000

Official languages:
Spanish, Guarani

Major religions: Christian
100%

Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: Guarani

Adult literacy rate: 92%

Life expectancy: 71 years

People per doctor: 909

Televisions: 101 per 1,000
people

ASUNCION

The capital, and almost only, city of Paraguay
is Asuncion, home to about 1.2 million people.
Situated on the eastern bank of the Paraguay
River, the city is laid out in a rectangular grid,
with wide, tree-lined avenues and beautiful
parks. Asuncion still retains the atmosphere

of the Spanish colonial town it once was.

URUGUAY

URUGUAY HAS BEEN DESCRIBED as a giant city with a
ranch attached. Half the population of more than

3 million lives in the capital city of Montevideo, while
the rest earn a living on the rich lowland pastures
that spread out across the rest of the country. The
rearing of livestock has brought great wealth to
Uruguay, although recently tourism and banking
have also contributed to the national income. Aside
from a period of brutal military rule in the 1970s,

the country has enjoyed a stable government that has
built up an impressive welfare system for the people.

PARAGUAY

Tuckep INLAND, LARGELY EMPTY, and with
few natural resources, Paraguay is one of

the forgotten countries of the world. Once
part of the vast Spanish Empire, Paraguay
gained its independence in 1811. For most
of its history, it has been ruled by a series of
military dictators. The most famous of

these was General Alfredo Stroessner,

who governed for 35 years until he was
overthrown in a sudden coup in 1989. Today,
Paraguay is struggling to modernize itself.
The vast Itaipi Dam generates sufficient
electricity to export supplies to neighboring
Brazil. Efforts are also being made to

lessen the economy’s dependence
on agricultural products.

disrepair,
PEOPLE OF THE CHACO
The north of Paraguay is
dominated by the Gran Chaco,
a vast stretch of grassland and
forest. The only people who
live there are the Guarani and
Maca Indians. The Maca sell
woven bags to tourists.

JESUIT MISSIONS

Almost a century after the occupation
of Paraguay by Spain, in 1536, Jesuit
missionaries began to convert the local
people to Christianity. The Jesuits, a
Roman Catholic order of priests, set
up missions and built huge stone
churches,
Indians from attack by their enemies.
When the Jesuits were expelled in
1767, many of their buildings fell into

Silver straw,
called a bombilla

Carved
gourd for
holding the
maté tea

MATE TEA
The national drink of
Uruguay and other South
American nations is an herbal tea
called maté. The hot drink, which is
rich in caffeine, can be mixed with
sugar and aromatic herbs. Matéis
sipped by straw from a dried gourd,
a type of fruit with a hard rind.

CATTLE AND SHEEP

Twelve million cattle and ten million sheep

live on the grassy plains of Uruguay, easily
outnumbering the population. In the 1860s,
the country’s first meat-processing factory
was set up in Fray Bentos. The town became
the center of the national meat industry
when a refrigeration plant opened in 1901.

Today, Uruguay exports animal products all

over the world, and is one of the world’s

largest exporters of wool.

protecting the local Guarani

but are now being restored.

| Find out more

CATTLE FARMING: 75
NATIVE PEOPLES: 43
POLITICAL SYSTEMS: 270-271
ROMAN CATHOLICS: 274
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From north to south

Chile is 2,610 miles (4,200 km) long from
north to south — the same as the distance
from Norway to Nigeria. At no point is the
country more than 112 miles (180 km) wide.

CHILE

A NATIVE OF CHILE ONCE SAID that his country

had a crazy geography. It is the longest, thinnest
country in the world. Protected by the Andes, .
it was the last country in the Americas Arical® 2 .4
to be occupied by the Spanish, but gained its P (-
independence in 1818. Since the end of a iI
cruel military dictatorship that lasted from !
1973-1990, the country has enjoyed a stable ]

On the steep slopes of
the Andes Mountains,

llamas are still used

for carrying goods.

CHILE

b2

=

B

2
Capital city: Santiago [ 2R In some parts of the
Area: 292,258 sq miles political life. Most people live in central Chile [ =B Atacama Desert, no rain
(756,950 sq km) around the Capital, Santiago, and the main -, E’ g has ever been recorded.
Population: 15,800,000 fV l . F . l d [ o
Official language: port (o) . a parz.:uso. ruilt, cerea .S, and grapes | ;7
Spanish are cultivated in the valleys, which are well N
Major religions: watered by rivers from the Andes. Fishing | &
Christian 80%, other 20% . . . & Astronomers in the

i IS |
Government: Multiparty off the long Pacific coast is also important. S e
democracy . z Lol the clear night sky
Currency: Chilean peso CHILEAN WINE \ e gl from the Cerro
Adult literacy rate: 96% Vines were first brought to Chile by % A Tololo InterAmerican
Lpzaoe observatory.

the Spanish, who grew grapes for their
communion wine. Today, the valleys that
surround Santiago contain some of
the best vineyards on the American
continent. Chilean red and white
wines are exported around the world.

Life expectancy: 76 years

People per doctor: 909

Televisions: 232 per 1,000
people

In the central
valleys farmers
grow fruits such
as apricots, peaches, and
nectarines. Farther south they
grow apples, pears, and plums.

CHANGING SCENERY

From the dry, barren lands of the
Atacama Desert in the north to the
icy rocks of Cape Horn in the south,
Chile includes almost every type

of climate and landscape in the
world. The northern desert is one
of the driest places on Earth, while

Skiing is popular all year round
in the foothills of the Andes.

¢ Southern
the central agricultural valley has Chile has

COPPER MINING a Mediterranean climate similar ?De;faw/a’
Chile is the world’s largest exporter to California or southern Europe. g,aég,;"and

of copper, and also mines significant
quantities of iron ore, coal, gold,
silver, and other minerals. High up in
the Atacama Desert, in the north of
Chile, lies one of the world’s largest
deposits of copper. The mine at
Chuquicamata is 13,500 ft (4,115 m)
long and 2,200 ft (670 m) deep.
Every week millions of tons of rock
are blasted out of the ground and
processed to produce copper.

MAPUCHE INDIANS
For centuries, the Mapuche
_ Indians have fought for their
¢ independence, first against
the Incas of Peru, then
against invading Spaniards,
and most recently against
the Chilean government.
Today, most of the 600,000
Mapuche live on reservations
in the south. One of Chile’s
main soccer teams, Colo-Colo, is
named after an old Mapuche chief.

In the cold and stormy south,

55 volcanoes are currently active,
and huge glaciers block the
valleys. More than 80 percent

of the country is mountainous,
and much of the rest is

forested. Not much land is
available for growing crops.

King penguins live on the ice .+ e
caps of Chilean Patagonia. Cape Horn

icy mountain peaks.

Punta Arenas is the
most southerly city
in the world. The
only agriculture here
_ Is sheep grazing.

PUNTA ARENAS

The city of Punta Arenas lies on the

Straits of Magellan, the route used by
ships to avoid stormy Cape Horn.

The port is filled with fishing and

Antarctic research vessels and is a
base for oil exploration. It lies
under the hole in the ozone layer
above Antarctica, and people are
easily burned by the Sun’s rays.

Find out more

ANDES: 40, 58
COPPER MINING: 237, 245
NATIVE PEOPLES: 43
VEGETATION ZONES: 15
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~ ARGENTINA

STRETCHING FROM THE SUBTROPICAL forests

of the north, down across the vast central plains

of the Pampas, to the snowcapped mountains of
Patagonia in the south, Argentina occupies most of

ol southern South America. The country is bounded

- by the Andes Mountains in the west, and slopes

e . gently’downhlll to the Atlantic Ocean in the east.
Capital city: Bucnos Aires | Loday’s population is a mixture of native Indians, :
Area: 1,068,296 sq miles Spanish settlers, and immigrants from southern DANCING THE TANGO

766,890 sq k . . : .

e Europe who arrived during the past 100 years. The =~ '2180. the national music of
Population: 38,400,000 N N Argentina, began in the slums of
Official language: country is relatively wealthy, but has suffered from Buenos Aires. The music, and the
Spanish years of political instability, with periods of military  dramatic dance syle that goes with it,
Major religions: Christian 1 1 . ith el reflects the hopes of working people
997 Jewich 0% other 6, | Tule alternating with e ected governments. and is sometimes happy, but often sad.

Tango music is played on a bandoneon,
a type of accordion, with a piano
and violin accompaniment.

Government: Multiparty
democracy

Currency: Argentine peso
Adult literacy rate: 97%
Life expectancy: 74 years

BUENOS AIRES

Almost 40 percent of Argentinians
live in or near the capital city of
Buenos Aires, making it one of
the major cities in the southern
half of the world. The city was
founded by the Spanish in 1536
as a port on the Rio de la Plata,
and inhabitants are still called
porterios, meaning “people of
the port.” Modern Buenos Aires
is highly sophisticated, with grand
avenues, a subway system, and
expensive stores. It is the trading center
of the country, and most of Argentina’s
exports are shipped through its docks.

People per doctor: 370
Televisions: 289 per 1,000
people

MEDIA AND Simple potato pasta is

traditionally eaten at ITALIAN IMMIGRANTS
NEWSPAPERS the end of the month, In the years leading up to World War I'in
Argentinians can choose Just before payday. 1914, about 2 million people fled the poverty

of southern Europe to start a new life in
Argentina. More than half came
from Italy, finding work on the
land or in the expanding cities
of Buenos Aires and Rosario.
Italian food, such as the potato
pasta 7oquis, is still served in
restaurants throughout Argentina.

from a range of about
180 daily newspapers,
among them EI Cronista, La Nacion, and Clarin, which

has the biggest circulation of any newspaper in South
America. Most are published in Spanish, but German,
English, and French language papers circulate widely.
The constitution of Argentina guarantees freedom of the
press, but during some military dictatorships, newspapers
and television have been heavily censored. TIERRA DEL FUEGO
When Ferdinand Magellan
and his Spanish crew first
saw the rocky islands at
the tip of Argentina in
1520, they named them
Tierra del Fuego, or
Land of Fire, because
they saw fires lit by the
Fuegian Indians to keep
warm. The islands,
shared between Argentina
and Chile, are wet and
windswept, with glaciers carving
out huge valleys in the mountains.

FALKLAND ISLANDS

Some 300 miles (480 km) east of
Argentina lie the disputed Islas
Malvinas. Occupied by Spain in
1767, the islands were invaded
by Britain in 1833 and renamed
the Falkland Islands. Britain
and Argentina have contested
ownership ever since. In 1982
an Argentinian invasion was
repelled by Britain, which now
has a military garrison there.
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THE ECONOMY

With its rich farmland and
mineral resources, Argentina
is one of South America’s most
important economies. It is also
self-sufficient in energy supplies
and has large reserves of oil
and gas. Despite its resources,
Argentina has been badly run
and has substantial overseas
debts. A huge economic crisis
in 2001 led to a collapse of
confidence in the banking

STEAM TRAINS

In 1857, a steam train made its way slowly south from
Buenos Aires to the inl<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>