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I NTRODUCTTIUON

Who built Machu Piechu?
Why is the United States called a melting pot?
What’s an isthmus? How does the Panama Canal work?

In Volume 9 To help you on your journey, we’ve provided the following guideposts in
The ’ The Americas:

Americas,

B Subject Tabs—The colored box in the upper corner of each right-hand
page will quickly tell you the article subject.

you'll discover answers to B Search Lights—Try these mini-quizzes before and after you read the
these questions and many article and see how much—and how quickly—you can learn. You can even
more. Through pictures, make this a game with a reading partner. (Answers are upside down at the
articles, and fun facts, bottom of one of the pages.)

yowll learn about many of B Did You Know?—Check out these fun facts about the article subject.

the countries and cities of With these surprising “factoids,” you can entertain your friends, impress

North, Central, and South

America.

your teachers, and amaze your parents.

B Picture Captions—Read the captions that go with the photos. They
provide useful information about the article subject.

B Vocabulary—New or difficult words are in bold type. You'll find
them explained in the Glossary at the back of this volume. And there’s a
complete listing of all Glossary terms in the set in the Reference Guide
and Index, Volume 13.

B Learn More!—Follow these pointers to related articles throughout the set.
B Maps—You'll find lots of information in this volume’s many maps.

B The Country Maps point out national capitals. Globes beside Subject
Tabs show where countries are located in the world.

B The Continent Maps have a number key showing the location of all

countries.

Cover photos (top): Statue of Liberty, New York City, © Richard Berenholtz/Corbis; (center): Quebec City, Quebec, Canada, © Richard T. Nowitz/Corbis; (bottom):
gold funerary mask of the South American Chimi Indians, © Gianni Dagli Orti/Corbis



B The Icons on the maps highlight major geographic features and climate.

Here’s a key to what the map icons mean:

Deserts and Other Dry Areas A6 Rainforests
<+'s, Polar Regions and Other Frozen Areas S General Forests
N Mountains

B The Mini-Atlas, found in Volume 13, offers detailed maps, useful data

tables, and assorted photographs of each continent.

And don't forget: If you're not sure where fo start, where you saw some’rhing
before, or where to go next, the Index at the back of this volume and the
Reference Guide and Index (Volume 13) will point the way.

Gold funerary mask of the South

American Chimi Indians
© Gianni Dagli Orti/Corbis

Have a great trip!

MY FIRST BRITANNICA



COUNTRIES OF
1. Canada
2. Greenland
3. Mexico
4. United States
5. West Indies
6. Central America*

-

%
t

*

/(\ 7\@4}/
A% e
A /k
a\,/\ A\

. < “llﬂ

Ly
“\.*’ {l}/l /l //l/\
AN
: ”ﬂﬂ

Y ,/lvlks\ |
" AA
A

: /7\ /\
7"U\4%ﬂ4\ﬂ4qﬂ
A AW Zl/\ A /\ 0
/ /
w“” N
AN /l A
NN i
A = :
w = < \
- 4
S AN
= [ S

e
I

e
G

A/
AR

Dzoonokwa Totem Pole in Thunderbird Park,
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada.
© Gunter Marx Photography/Corbis

*Countries of Central America
are Belize, Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Nicaragua, and
Panama (see page 44)
U.S. state of Hawaii off map &

Morning light on Mount Rushmore,
. South Dakota, U.S.
’j © Paul A. Souders/Corbis
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-
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North America is the third largest continent. Three countries—
Canada, the United States, and Mexico—make up most of it. The
countries of Central America are also usually considered part of
North America. They occupy a narrow strip of land that
connects North America to South America. Several islands,
including Greenland in the north and the West Indies in the south,
are part of North America too.
Because it’s so large, the continent has many different types of ~ According
climate. Most of Greenland is covered with ice all the time—even ‘o Selentists,

. . . who were the
in summer. But the southern islands and countries are usually hot st people to

and humid. In between there are both deserts and rainy areas, settle in North
but most places have warm summers and cold winters. America?
a) Africans

North America is rich in natural resources. Forests cover b) Europeans
a large part of the land. The fertile soils of Canada, the United _
States, and Mexico produce large amounts of corn, cotton,
soybeans, tobacco, wheat, and other crops. The continent is also rich in
minerals such as coal, iron ore, copper, natural gas, petroleum, and silver.
The history of the continent goes back thousands of years. Scientists
believe that people from Asia crossed over to Alaska more than 20,000
years ago and then moved southward. Their descendants eventually
established great civilizations, such as that of the Maya in Central America
and the Aztec in Mexico. The first Europeans in the region were the

Vikings, who settled in Greenland in about the 900s. It wasn’t until 1492
that explorers from other parts of Europe began to arrive.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
CENTRAL AMERICA (voLuME 9) + CONTINENTS (VOLUME 1)
EUROPE (voLuME 6)
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Greenland is the world’s largest island. It sits in the North
Atlantic Ocean between Iceland (to the east) and the
islands of the Canadian north (to the west). Most of
Greenland lies within the Arctic Circle. Its northern tip is
only 500 miles from the North Pole. The capital city is Nuuk.

Greenland is almost entirely covered in ice. In some places the ice is
10,000 feet thick. Some of the ice is so deep that it is actually below the
level of the sea around the island. The people live on the seacoast
highlands that are free of ice. Greenland’s open land is called “tundra.”
There are very few trees. Grasses, grasslike plants called sedges, and
mosslike lichens are the main plants.

The weather in Greenland is cold and may change quickly from
sunshine to blizzards. Normal winter temperatures are 21° F in the south
and —-31° F in the north. Even in the warmest parts of the island, summer
temperatures hover around 45° F.

Aside from people, only seven kinds of mammals brave Greenland’s
cold weather on land. They are polar bears, musk-oxen, reindeer, arctic
foxes, snow hares, ermines, and lemmings. Seals
and whales gather in the ocean waters, and
Greenlanders once depended on them for food.
Nowadays they are more likely to fish for cod,
salmon, flounder, and halibut.

Most Greenlanders are of Inuit (Eskimo)
heritage. They moved there from North America
between 4000 BC and AD 1000. In the early
1700s Denmark colonized Greenland, and the
Danes still control it today.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
DENMARK (voLUME 6) « ISLANDS (VOLUME 1)
VIKINGS (VOLUME 4)




Most of
Fishing boats are moored in a harbor Greenland’s

in Sisimiut, Greenland.
© Deanna Swaney/Lonely Planet Images
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Canada is the second largest country in the world in
* terms of land size, after Russia. But it has fewer

smaller. This is because much of Canada is a

very cold place with long winters. In the northern islands it is

Canada has a low population for its size. It is

one of the world’s wealthier countries. Much of

and forests. Minerals such as coal, copper,

nickel, and iron ore are found in the mines.

a large amount of grain. It sells a lot of wheat

and other products to other countries.

Toronto is the largest city in Canada. If you went there, you

could see one of the world’s tallest structures, the CN Tower, soaring

many historical buildings. It also has an important seaport, even though it

is nearly 1,000 miles from the Atlantic Ocean!

languages are spoken there, including Inukitut (the language of the Inuit, or

Eskimos) and other Canadian Indian languages. Canadian Indians

\,ong Wing
ers
people than many other countries that are much
often freezing cold even in summer.
the country’s wealth lies in its many mines
Farming is also very important. Canada grows {#
Most Canadians live in towns and cities.
above the skyline. Montreal is one of Canada’s oldest cities and has
Canada’s official languages are English and French. But many other
are also known as First Nations people.

VSLCH L If you visit Canada, you should try to see Niagara Falls.
(%/ 2\ These beautiful waterfalls, on the border between Canada
and the United States, were once one of the most famous
honeymoon spots in North America.
LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
What AN INUIT TALE: How CROW BROUGHT DAYLIGHT
is the TO THE WORLD (VOLUME 5)
CIECILY OTTAWA, CANADA (vOLUME 9) » WHEAT (VOLUME 10)
larger than
Canada?

Banff National Park in Alberta is one of

Canada’s major tourist destinations.
© David Muench/Corbis
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The little town of Aklavik is in the Inuvik region, in the
Northwest Territories of Canada. It’s not far from the place
where the Mackenzie River flows into the Arctic Ocean. In the of the time and
Inuit (or Eskimo) language, aklavik means a place “where there ' ips very cold, why

If it stays
dark so much

are bears.” would people have
It is very cold there. The land is mostly frozen. It’s above moved to Aklavik in
the first place?

the Arctic Circle, which means that there are winter days (Hint: There’s a clue in

when the Sun never rises—and summer days when it never _
sets. The people who live

there are mostly Inuits and First Nations

people (the name many Canadian Indians

prefer to be called).

A long time ago the people around

Aklavik hunted seals with spears called

“harpoons.” They also hunted bears and

other animals with bows and arrows. They
Children playing ice hockey in the street, Inuvik, fished from small boats called “kayaks'”
Northwest Territories. To travel over land during the long winter,
© tovell Georgio/orbs they used sleds drawn by dogs. Today the
people of Aklavik still hunt, trap, and fish, but they get around in
snowmobiles. The town now also has modern businesses, a radio station,
and a weather office.

Aklavik was first set up as a fur-trading post in 1912. Fur garments and
Inuit crafts were made there. But by the 1950s flooding and erosion had
made it difficult to build houses, roads, and sewers in Aklavik. The
Canadian government began building a new town called Inuvik about 33
miles away. Many people from Aklavik moved to Inuvik. But others
insisted on staying, and the town’s motto became “Never say die.” In 2001
there were only 632 people left living in this little town.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
CANADA (voLuME 9) « FLOODS (voLuME 1)
AN INUIT TALE: How CROW BROUGHT DAYLIGHT TO THE WORLD (VOLUME 5)

A cold winter comes to the little town of Aklavik, in the Inuvik region
of the Northwest Territories. Here you can see the Mackenzie River

and the frozen land surrounding the town, as seen from above.
© Lowell Georgia/Corbis
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Ottawa, the capital of Canada, is one of the country’s most
attractive cities. It is located on the south side of the Ottawa
River in the province of Ontario. Across the river is the province

of Quebec. Find and
Since Ottawa is the center of the country’s government, it is s

the public face of Canada for many people. The city has been error in the

kept lovely and welcoming. It has many parks and rivers, following sentence:

bicycle paths, museums, art galleries, and universities. Some French and Canadian
are the official

of Ottawa’s historic buildings go back to the early 1800s. The languages of Canada.
Chateau Laurier is one of these. It is a house built in the

style of a grand French chateau. Behind it
rises Major’s Hill Park, Ottawa’s oldest
park. This is the best place to view the city
and to see up and down the Ottawa River.

Dozens of different languages are
spoken in Ottawa. But most people speak
either French or English, the official
languages of Canada.

Many years ago French explorers and
hunters traveled through the area that is
now Ottawa. Only a few people lived there
until the early 1800s. By that time the

Chateau Laurier, Ottawa, Ontario. British ruled the territory. They decided
© Renerd . Nowlz/orbs they wanted a route for their ships to be
able to travel from the Ottawa River to Lake Ontario, so they built the
Rideau Canal. The city of Ottawa began as a base for the workers who
built the canal. It was called Bytown then but later became Ottawa. It
became the capital of Canada in the mid-1800s.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
CANADA (voLUME 9) « ENGLAND (voLuME 6) « FRANCE (VOLUME 6)

The Rideau Canal in Ottawa is the

world’s longest outdoor ice-skating rink.
© Cheryl Conlon/Lonely Planet Images
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People come
pirds and mamma
seals, who arrive every spring to have

their young.



L2 Belle proyince

Quebec is both the oldest and the largest in land area of Canada’s ten
provinces. It’s the home of two attractive port cities and a countryside that
1s covered with forests, rivers, and lakes. No wonder it’s known in French
as La Belle Province, “the beautiful province.”
Quebec City is the capital of Quebec province and the oldest city in
Canada. It lies at the point where the St. Lawrence and Saint-Charles rivers
meet. The name Quebec comes from the Algonquian
Indian word for “where the river narrows.” About
150 miles southwest of Quebec City is Montreal, the
largest city in the province. It’s also Canada’s second
largest city.
The first European to visit the area was Jacques
Cartier of France. In 1534 he landed at the site of a
Huron Indian village. But it was another 70 years
before the French settled in the area. In 1608 Samuel
de Champlain founded the city of Quebec,
lce cream sign written in French establishing the first permanent colony in the
and English, in Quebec City. region. It served as a fur-trading post for Q\CH L /Q
© Rieherd T Nowl/Gorbis beaver, mink, and other pelts. lL/v >
During the next 150 years, the French and British fought P 3
over Quebec and Montreal. Eventually, a treaty in 1763 granted
the area to the British. During the American Revolution, the
American colonists tried to seize control of the area. But the
British held onto it. What
Eight out of every ten people in Quebec are of French does
ancestry. Because of this, both French and English are spoken “Quebec”
in Quebec. The people of the province also practice different mean?
religions. Generally, the people of French origins are Roman
Catholic and those of English origins are Protestant.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
AMERICAN INDIANS (VOLUME 4)
CANADA (voLUME 9) « FRANCE (VOLUME 6)

There are many beautiful buildings in the Old
Quebec historic area of Quebec City. The historic

hotel Chateau Frontenac towers over the area.
© Ron Watts/Corbis
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The largest city in the province, Toronto, is ‘lmofrn
for its cultural life. It is the headquarters of Canada’s
national radio and television broadcasting. The city also
has orchestras, choirs, national opera and ballet
companies, and many art galleries and museums.

Ontario’s other cities have their attractions as well.
Ottawa is Canada’s capital and is the home of the
National Arts Center. Stratford hosts the Stratford
Festival, an annual theater festival celebrating the plays
of William Shakespeare. Niagara-on-the-Lake is the site
of a theater festival featuring the plays of George
Bernard Shaw. And the natural beauty of Niagara Falls
draws people to Ontario from all over the world.




Ontario, CANADA

True
or false?
The French
were the
B first people to
live in Ontario.
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Thunder of Waters

Niagara Falls, one of the most spectacular natural wonders in North
America, is more than 25,000 years old. The falls are on the Niagara River,
which flows between the United States and Canada, from Lake Erie to
Lake Ontario.

It is awesome just to be near
the waterfall and watch the force
of so many gallons of water
plunging down the steep cliff.
More than 600,000 gallons per
second pour from the falls. As
the water thunders down, it fills
the air with a silvery mist in
which you can see many shining

Horseshoe Falls, the Canadian section of Niagara Falls. rainbows. A ceaseless roar fills
© Dave & Houser/corhs the air as all this water strikes
the bottom. The Iroquois Indians called this waterfall Niagara, meaning
“thunder of waters.”

The falls are divided into two parts by Goat Island. The larger portion
1s the Canadian section, known as Horseshoe Falls. It measures 2,600 feet
along its curve and drops 162 feet. The American Falls are smaller
and rockier. Their width is 1,000 feet across, and they drop

about 167 feet. yg‘CH [/Q
Between the American Falls and Goat Island are the (L,L,' 2
small Luna Island and the small Luna Falls, also called
Bridal Veil Falls. There are caves behind the curtain of water
of both these falls. One of these is the Cave of the Winds.
The best views of the falls are from Queen Victoria Park
on the Canadian side, Prospect Point on the U.S. side, and Find and
Rainbow Bridge, which crosses between the two. ::::‘i: tt::
following sentence:
LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES. .. Niagara Falls is
ONTARIO (voLUME 9) « RIVERS (voLUME 1) more than 2,500
years old.

VICTORIA FALLS (VOLUME 8)

21
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Tall grass covers dunes, or hills of sand,
along the shoreline of Lake Michigan.

Which of
the following
lakes are
members of the
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North America. These five lakes are Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake
Huron, Lake Erie, and Lake Ontario. The
total area of the five lakes is larger than that
of many countries, such as the United
Kingdom.

The lakes were originally formed when
glaciers retreated during the last Ice Age.
The glaciers, giant chunks of ice, dug out
the lake beds as they slowly moved.
When the glaciers melted, their water
filled the lakes.

Four of the five lakes act as a natural
border between Canada and the United
States. The fifth, Lake Michigan, is totally
within the United States. Each one of the
five lakes is special in some way. Lake

(Top) Boats in Lake Michigan at the startofa  Superior is the biggest as well as the

race from Chicago to Mackinac Island, ..
Michigan; (bottom) Split Rock Lighthouse deepest of the lakes. L'ak'e Ontario is the
overlooking the waters of Lake Superior. smallest lake. Lake Erie is the shallowest

lake. Lake Huron has the longest shoreline.

The water in the Great Lakes comes from many sources. Apart from
rainfall, many streams, brooks, and small rivers empty into the lakes.
Also, water from a lake at a higher elevation can overflow and drain into
these lakes. And underground water seeps into the lakes from the
surrounding land.

People enjoy visiting the lakes for fun activities such as swimming,
motorboating, and sailing. Sandy beaches and parks alongside the lakes
provide picnicking and camping areas. But because of pollution, the water
of the lakes had once become very dirty. This was harming the fish in the
lakes and nearby wildlife. Many groups concerned about the pollution are
now busy trying to keep the waters clean.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
GLACIERS (voLUME 1) « NIAGARA FALLS (voLUME 9)
NORTH AMERICA (VOLUME 9)
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There are more
than 30,000
islands in Lake
Huron, including
Manitoulin
Island, the
largest
freshwater
island in the
world.

v
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A Wealth of
ReSOUIees ang poguty

The United States of America is rich in resources
and natural beauty. This large country in North
America is made up of 50 states, including Alaska
and the islands of Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean. Its
capital is Washington, D.C.

The United States is a vast and varied country, with forests, deserts,
prairies, volcanoes, and polar regions. The country’s mountain ranges
include the Rocky Mountains and Sierra Nevadas in the west and the
Appalachian Mountains in the east. The country’s highest peak is Mount
McKinley in Alaska. Native Americans call this mountain Denali, meaning
“The High One.” The United States has a number of mighty rivers,
including the Colorado, the Columbia, and the Mississippi. The Mississippi

Which of
these is not
a river in the
United States?
a) the Colorado
b) the Columbia
c) the Mississippi
d) the Seine



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

River was the setting for many famous stories by the writer Mark Twain.
The largest lakes are the five Great Lakes and the Great Salt Lake.

The country’s farmlands produce corn, soybeans, wheat, and other
crops that are sold to countries all over the world. With a wealth of forests,
the United States is one of the world’s leading producers of timber. It is
also among the leading fishing nations, and it produces large amounts of
copper, silver, gold, coal, oil, and natural gas. This abundance helped to
make it the richest nation in the world.

The United States is also graced with features of great beauty. The
major scenic attractions include the Grand Canyon in Arizona, Carlsbad
Caverns in New Mexico, and Niagara Falls in New York state.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
GRAND CANYON (voLuME 9) « MARK TWAIN (voLUME 4)
UNITED STATES: A YOUNG AND POWERFUL NATION (VOLUME 9)

»
DID YOU KNOW

st 4
The United Gtates has almo!

ad.
million miles of paved ro

The southwestern United States

has many interesting land

formations that were carved by

the wind and water over thousands of years. Here
two large rock formations known as the Mittens

in Arizona’s Monument Valley are seen at sunset.
© George H.H. Huey/Corbis
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DID YOU KNOW?

One sad result of the

. s the
colonization of America 1? th
of many kinds of animals:

there were

i S
millions of passenger pigeon
peans first

when the Euro
arrived. But the last oi
birds died out In the

loss
For example,

these
20th century-

Huge sculptures of the heads of U.S. Presidents (from
left to right) George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln are carved in

granite on the side of Mount Rushmore in South Dakota.
© Owaki-Kulla/Corbis



a Young ang

YOWerful Nation

The history of the Americas changed forever in 1492 when Christopher
Columbus sailed there from Spain. Shortly after his voyage, many other
sailors arrived from Europe. These explorers and settlers took over the land
that would become the United States. But they were not the first people
there. The Europeans took the land from the more
than 200 different groups of Native Americans, or
Indians, who were living there.
The Spanish were among the first Europeans
to build colonies there. Later the French and the
British established colonies of their own. The first
lasting British settlement in North America was
founded in 1607 in Jamestown, in what was later
the state of Virginia. It was quickly followed by
other settlements all along the Atlantic coastline.
Soon there were 13 colonies. They remained
Missouri's famed Gateway Arch subject to British rule until 1776, when the
in St. Louis. colonists began a war for independence, called the
© Kelyiooney Protogrephy/Gorbis American Revolutionary War.
Total freedom from the British came in 1783. A new constitution
was created. George Washington, the leader of the Continental
Army, became the first president of the United States of America.
Within several years the city of Washington, in the District of
Columbia, had been built to be the new nation’s capital.
Over the next century and a half, the United States spread
westward, gaining new territory, until it reached the Pacific Ocean.

The island state of Hawaii, in the central Pacific, and the outlying True

state of Alaska, which borders northwestern Canada, joined the rest or false?

of the United States in the mid-20th century. And millions of The land that is
now the United States

immigrants from around the world have moved to the country. It/ -¢ always been ruled

has offered many the opportunity for a more comfortable and i"i ililili
healthier life.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
AMERICAN INDIANS (VOLUME 4)
UNITED STATES: MELTING POT OF MANY CULTURES (VOLUME 9)
WASHINGTON, D.C., U.S. (voLuME 9)
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W ‘i‘ﬁ‘ﬁ;‘ Cultures

Dear Class,

We are in Boston, on the northeastern coast of the United States, visiting

my brother Rex after a few busy days of sightseeing. We’ve already been

to New York City and Niagara Falls. Later we’re going to take a look at the

Grand Canyon, Hollywood, and Disneyland. Rex teaches history in one of

the universities here. He’s invited some of his friends to meet us. One of
them is from Austria, and another is from Poland.
The rest are from Japan, India, and Italy. I tell him
that I’'m confused. “Don’t you have any American
friends?” I ask Rex.

He laughs. “They’re all Americans.”

Helmut, his friend from Austria, says, “Didn’t
you know that America has people from all over
the world?”

“That’s why people often describe America
as a ‘melting pot’ of many cultures,” says Tajima,

from Japan.
— . “People come here for many reasons. Some
Italian immigrants arriving at New .
York’s Ellis Island. become citizens. But students from all over the

© Bettmann/Corbis

world also come here to study. I have students
from Indonesia, Australia, Iran, and even Iceland in my college,” says Rex.

“But who were the first to come here?” Rex’s Indian friend, Samir,
says the first people who came here were from Asia, more than 20,000
years ago. The American Indians (Native Americans) are their
descendants. About 500 years ago, Spanish settlers arrived from Europe.
Other Europeans followed—from England, Ireland, and Germany and then
from Italy, Poland, Russia, Sweden, Greece, and elsewhere. People from
Africa were first brought over as slaves. People from every corner of the
world have made America what it is today.

Tonight we’re going out for a Lebanese meal. I can’t wait!

Your classmate,

Lydia

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
ASIA (voLuME 7) « EUROPE (VOLUME 6)
UNITED STATES: A YOUNG AND POWERFUL NATION (VOLUME 9)



Fill in
the blank with

New U.S. citizens recite the Pledge of Allegiance during a

ceremony held in Miami, Florida’s Orange Bowl Stadium.
© Bettmann/Corbis
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Find
and correct
the error in the
following sentence:
The Capitol is
the home and office
of the president of the
United States.
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Washington, D.C,, is the capital of the United States of America. The

“D.C.” stands for District of Columbia. President George Washington

chose the site for the capital city, and the city was built especially as a

home for the government.

Pierre-Charles L’Enfant, an engineer and artist, designed the city

layout. The main roads of Washington, D.C., extend from the city center
like the rays of the Sun. These avenues are
named after some of the states of the
United States.

Today Washington, D.C., has many
monuments, museums, and official buildings
that are connected with the government and
the history of the United States. Most of these
are grouped together in and around a large

Tourists in paddleboats enjoy views of the p arklike area called the Mall.

Jetferson Memorial. Both the Washington Monument and the

© Renerd T, Nowlz/Corbs Lincoln Memorial are part of the Mall. The

Lincoln Memorial, built to honor President Abraham Lincoln, is at one end

of the Mall on the bank of the Potomac River. The Washington Monument,

built to honor President Washington, is a huge granite obelisk, or tapered

stone pillar. This monument is among the world’s tallest stone structures. A

memorial to President Thomas Jefferson is located south of the Mall. Two

other memorials on the Mall honor the Americans who died in

the Korean and Vietnam wars. .
The White House is the office and home of the DID yOU KNOW “

. : o n
president of the United States. The Capitol is the e Library of congresssm‘o‘_e than 500

building yvhere the U.S. Congress meets and ‘laws are \Washingtors D.C., °\d everything
made. It is one of the best-known landmarks in the miles of shelV ':ask how many
United States. The Supreme Court and the Library of it owns- B“:::hose shelves. No one
Congress are both close to the Capitol. The Library of
Congress has the largest collection of books, maps,
newspapers, documents, and manuscripts in the world.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
ARCHITECTURE (voLUME 3)  LONDON, ENGLAND (voLUME 6)
UNITED STATES: A YOUNG AND POWERFUL NATION (VOLUME 9)
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Nature'S

A canyon is a deep steep-walled valley cut through rock by a river. The

word “canyon” comes from the Spanish word cafidn, which means “tube.”

Such valleys are found where river currents are strong and swift. A smaller

valley cut out in the same way is called a “gorge.”

The Grand Canyon, in

northern Arizona in the United
States, is the most beautiful and
awesome canyon in the world. It
is cut a mile deep into the earth
and is known for its fantastic
shapes and colors. Swiftly
flowing water, sand, gravel, and
mud gave the rocks their

Rafting through the Grand Canyon on the Colorado River. interesting shapes. Each of its

© K riemne/erhs rock layers has a different shade

of color, including buff, gray, green, pink, brown, and violet.

The canyon is 277 miles long and has been carved through the Arizona
landscape by the Colorado River. It stretches in a zigzag course from the
northern end of Arizona to the Grand Wash Cliffs near Nevada.

Many ancient pueblos—Native American cliffside dwellings—and
other ruins in the canyon show that prehistoric peoples lived there. The

Grand Canyon was first discovered by Europeans in 1540. It was

CH ¢ established as a national park in 1919.
LL/?R\ /Q Visitors to the park can take a mule-pack trip down to the
%) =3 bottom of the canyon. People can even go river rafting, taking a

thrilling trip over the rapids.

If you visit the canyon, you’ll probably see some of the many
animals that live there. Squirrels, coyotes, foxes, deer, badgers,
bobcats, rabbits, chipmunks, and kangaroo rats all make their homes

near the canyon.

In 1979 the Grand Canyon was named a World Heritage site.

Fill in the
blank: The
word “canyon”
comes from the

Spanish word for LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
®«_ AMERICAN INDIANS (voLumE 4) « PAUL BUNYAN (VoLUME 5)

RIVERS (voLuME 1)



The Colorado River, seen here in the Marble Canyon
portion of the Grand Canyon, cut the whole canyon—

over millions of years.
Gary Ladd
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Waikiki Beach, with Diamond Head in the background, is the
center for tourism in Honolulu. There are many big resorts
along the beach, and people come from all over the world to
enjoy swimming and surfing in the waters of the Pacific Ocean.

RCH ¢,
o (&
& %

Diamond Head
is a:
a) sunken
battleship.
b) rare gem.
c) crater of a volcano.
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Crosspoads
Of the Pacific

It is said that no place on Earth has better weather than Honolulu. In the
course of an entire year, the temperature rarely gets below 57° or above
88° F. And the sun is usually shining. Honolulu is the capital of Hawaii, a
state made up of islands in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. Hawaii
became the 50th American state in 1959.
Honolulu is on Oahu Island. Like
Hawaii’s other large islands, Oahu
formed from material that spewed up
from volcanoes on the ocean floor.
Diamond Head, the crater, or center, of
an old volcano, is one of the best-
known landmarks in the Pacific. It got
the name Diamond Head when some
British sailors found crystals on its
lolani Palace, Honolulu, Hawaii. SlOpCS and mistakenly thOllght they
© Michacl T, secamy/orhs were diamonds!

Polynesian people from other Pacific islands were probably the first
settlers in Honolulu, but Europeans did not arrive until 1794. That is when
Captain William Brown of the British ship Butterworth entered the harbor.

Today the modern city of Honolulu is a major port. In the
Hawaiian language, its name means “protected bay.” =
It is also called “the crossroads of the Pacific”” because KNO

: : D YOU
of the many ships and airplanes that stop there. There are 0

Sun, sand, and sea attract many tourists to Waikiki Hawaiian alphabet WK LM, N, P
Beach. Most visitors also go to see the USS Arizona, a are the voWe\s,::“so‘;a“ts.
sunken battleship. It was left in place as a memorial to and W are the
all the people who died in Japan’s attack on Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941. This attack is what
brought the United States into World War II.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
ISLANDS (voLuME 1)
UNITED STATES: A WEALTH OF RESOURCES AND BEAUTY (voLUME 9)
VOLCANOES (VOLUME 1)
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There are many things to do in New York City’s Central Park.
The park has a zoo, an ice-skating rink, an open-air

theater, a band shell, athletic playing fields

and children’s playgrounds, and paths

for biking and walking.

© David Ball/Corbis

Which of
these sights can
be found in
New York City?




city in the United States. Located where the Hudson

and East rivers join New York Bay, it is also an important port. The city is
made up of five parts called boroughs: Manhattan, Brooklyn, the Bronx,
Queens, and Staten Island. People from all over the world have moved to
New York City to live and work there. It’s known for its famous museums,
towering skyscrapers, and jostling crowds.

New York has many landmarks. The famous Statue of Liberty rises up
from the harbor. It has become a symbol of the city. Other well-known
sights are the Brooklyn Bridge, Times Square, and the amusement park at

Coney Island. The city also houses the headquarters
of the international organization known as the
United Nations.
New York is one of the most popular tourist
cities in the world, but it suffered a disaster in 2001
that caused some people to stay away for awhile. On
September 11, terrorists flew two planes into the
twin towers of the World Trade Center, which were
the city’s tallest buildings. Thousands of people died
Close-up view of the arm and when bf)th towers collapsed. But the city’s spirit
torch of the Statue of Liberty.  helped it make a strong recovery.
© fon Hatts/Borme Today the Empire State Building is the tallest
building in New York City. From the top you can look down and see the
whole city spread out below. The large patch of green that you see from the
Empire State Building is Central Park. Even though it is in the middle of a
big city, it is one of the best bird-watching places along the whole East
Coast of the United States.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
NEW YORK CiIty, U.S.: THE GREAT CULTURE MART (VOLUME 9)
PARIS, FRANCE (VoLUME 6)
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: A YOUNG AND POWERFUL NATION (VOLUME 9)
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Many people describe New York City as the center of culture
in the United States. That’s because no matter what you’re
interested in, you’ll find it in New York. Whether it’s theater, music,
ballet, or museums, the city has some of the very best to offer. Fill in
The street called Broadway in New York became the center of the blanks:
American theater in the mid-19th century. The number, size, and Carnegie Hall is a
famous
fame of the Broadway . :
theaters grew as New York “
City grew. In the 1890s the
brilliantly lighted street became known
as “the Great White Way.” Beyond these
theaters the city offers free
performances of the plays of William
Shakespeare in Central Park. Operas
Dinosaur skeletons on exhibit at the American and concerts are also held in the p ark.
Museum of Natural History. New York City has a number of
© Michael . Temashia/Coris world-class spaces for performances of
all kinds. The city’s concert halls include those at the Lincoln Center for
the Performing Arts as well as Carnegie Hall and Radio City Music Hall.
The groups that perform in these halls include the Metropolitan Opera,
the New York City Opera, and the New York Philharmonic. The New
York City Ballet also performs at the Lincoln Center, in the New York
State Theater.
Museums are another important part of New York City’s cultural life.
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Museum of Modern Art, and the
Guggenheim Museum are among the city’s art museums. You can also
spend many hours in the American Museum of Natural History and its
Rose Center for Earth and Space Science. With all of these resources there
is always plenty to do in New York City.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
LONDON, ENGLAND (VOLUME 6)
NEW YORK CiIty, U.S.: CITY OF LIBERTY (voLUME 9) » THEATER (VOLUME 3)

The Metropolitan Museum of Art is a favorite spot
for visitors and New Yorkers alike. More than

5 million people visit the museum each year.
© Bob Krist/Corbis
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Mexico is a large North American country with
@ ancient cities, beautiful beaches, and snow-
capped mountains. Many of the mountains are
volcanoes. They are part of the “Ring of Fire,” a
chain of volcanoes that form a circle around the Pacific Ocean.

The mountains are just one part of Mexico’s diverse geography, meiand

. . . correct the
which also includes deserts, grasslands, and tropical forests. The error in the
tropical forests, in southern Mexico, are home to such animals as following sentence:
monkeys, parrots, and jaguars. Deer, coyotes, snakes, and Mexico is part of

armadillos are found in the dry north. the “Ring of Gold,”
the circle of

Mexico’s history goes back thousands of years. The native T
Indian Olmec were the first to establish a civilization in what is the Pacific Ocean.
now Mexico. They lived in central Mexico from about 1200 to
400 BC. The Maya, Toltec, and Aztec later built their own cities. The Aztec
city of Tenochtitldn was built on the site of what is now Mexico City, the
country’s capital.

In the 1500s Spanish conquistadores (soldiers) took over from the
Aztec, and Spain ruled Mexico for several hundred years. The
country gained its independence in the early 1900s. Because of this

history, Mexican culture is part Indian and part Spanish. Although

Spanish is the official language, there are about 50 other local

languages spoken.

On November 2, the Dia de los Muertos (Day of the
Dead) is observed. Also called All Souls’ Dayj, it is a time
when families visit the graves of their dead
ancestors. Another popular holiday is Cinco de
Mayo (May 5), which celebrates a Mexican
victory against an invading French army.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
MAYAN CIVILIZATION (voLuME 4) « MEXICO CITY (VOLUME 9)
VOLCANOES (VOLUME 1)

The tower of the Great Palace and surrounding ruins are part

of an ancient city in Mexico built by the Mayan people.
© ML Sinibaldi/Corbis
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The center of Mexico City is a plaza popularly known as the Zécalo.
The plaza is surrounded by many splendid public buildings.
© Randy Faris/Corbis
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Mexico City is the capital of Mexico and one of the world’s largest
cities, with more than 8 million people. It was founded in 1325 as the
capital of the Aztec people. The Aztec city was called Tenochtitlan, which
means “Place of the High Priest Tenoch.”
Tenochtitldn was built on small islands
in Lake Texcoco. After Spanish conquerors
arrived in the 16th century they began
draining the lake in order to use the land.
Today most of the water is gone, but the
soil is soft and some of the city’s streets
and buildings are sinking. Since 1900 the
city has sunk about 30 feet!
The floating gardens of Xochimilco. Mexico Clty is hlgh above sea level—
© Peter . Wison/Corbis about 7,350 feet. However, it is surrounded
by mountain ranges that are much higher. Dust and smoke from cars, fires,
and factories are trapped by the mountains and pollute the city’s air. The
city also lies within an earthquake zone. An earthquake in 1985 destroyed
many buildings and killed thousands of people. But most of the

city’s ancient monuments and palaces remained unharmed. \?&CH Z/O
Many of these monuments are located around a plaza called é)L/ 2\
the Zdcalo. They include the National Palace and the
Metropolitan Cathedral. In another part of the city Chapultepec
Park includes a castle, a zoo, and an amusement park. The Pink
Zone (“Zona Rosa”) is one of Mexico City’s main tourist and
entertainment areas. It is the home of orchestras, art galleries, Mexico City
museums, theater groups, and dance companies. was founded by
Another interesting area to visit is Xochimilco, with its a) the Aztec.
. . b) the Inca.
floating gardens. These are rafts made out of reeds on which ¢) the Maya.

plants and flowers are grown. The famous Aztec pyramids of
Teotihuacan are located northeast of the city.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
MEXICO (voLuME 9) « MOUNTAINS (voLuME 1) « PANAMA CITY, PANAMA (voLUME 9)
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CENTRAL AMERICA
1. Belize
2. Costa Rica
3. El Salvador

4. Guatemala

7 5. Honduras
6. Nicaragua
! 7. Panama

Blue poison dart frog.
© Kevin Schafer/Corbis

A d

The ruins of the stone- “7\ ), / 7 :

stepped Temple of the VAN Y 7\4/\ 4
Jaguar stand at the RWd k
archaeological site at

Tikal, Guatemala.

© John Noble/Corbis

Mayan painted tripod plate.

© Bowers Museum of Cultural Art/Corbis
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Central America is an isthmus that lies between the Pacific Ocean and
the Caribbean Sea. Seven countries lie within its boundaries—Belize,
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and
Panama. Together this cluster of nations stretches from North to
South America. The countries share a long and proud history that
reaches back thousands of years to the civilizations of the Maya and
other native Indian peoples.

The Maya built great cities in northern Central America from
about AD 200 to 900, but then they began to decline. When Spanish
explorers arrived in the 16th century there were few Maya left. The Fill in
Spanish soon established colonies in the area and ruled them for the blank:
about 300 years before granting them independence. Because of Cen?:zfla::::i::a's
this, most Central Americans speak Spanish, though many Indians .

speak their native languages. English is the official language of
Belize, which was ruled by England for many years.

Today the people of the region are very diverse. Some are
descended from Europeans, while others are of Asian or black African
ancestry or Maya. Most are mestizos—people of mixed Indian and
European ancestry.

Central America is mainly hilly and has many mountains. Swamps,
rainforests, and lowlands extend along both coasts. There are many
volcanoes, and the region has frequent earthquakes. Most people live along
the western side.

Central America has many fascinating plants and animals, particularly
in its rainforests. Jaguars and ocelots prowl the forest floors. Spider and
howler monkeys scramble through the trees and climb vines called
“lianas.” Manatees swim in the rivers. Parrots chatter and

insects buzz. Beautiful orchids bloom in clearings, and
unusual fruits and nuts are found everywhere.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
MAYAN CIVILIZATION (VOLUME 4)
NORTH AMERICA (VOLUME 9)
SOUTH AMERICA (VOLUME 9)
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dof the
“Yauetzal

Guatemala is a country in Central America. It

@1 was once home to the great Mayan civilization,
which ruled from about AD 250 to 900. Today Fill in
Mayan Indians make up about half of the blank:
Most people in

Guatemala’s population, and they still have a great influence on | gyatemala have

its culture. Their crafts, dances, music, and religious at least some
ceremonies are similar to those from hundreds of years ago. S ancﬁstfy-
aj rrenc

Along with the Mayan Indians, the population of
Guatemala includes the Ladinos, who have mixed Spanish “
and Mayan Indian heritage. While the Mayan Indians tend
to live in the rural highlands, most Ladinos live in cities.

The Ladinos tend to be wealthier than the Indians.

Spanish is the country’s most widely spoken language, but one in three
Guatemalans speaks an Indian language. Most of the people are Roman
Catholic, but many Indians mix Catholic beliefs with traditional religious
practices. The town of Esquipulas, in eastern Guatemala, is home to the
Black Christ, the most important Catholic shrine in Central America. It was
named for the dark wood from which it was carved. Guatemala’s many
religious festivals include the popular Easter celebrations in the town of
Antigua Guatemala.

The land of Guatemala includes mountains, volcanoes, grasslands, and
rainforests. The wildlife of the rainforests includes the quetzal, the colorful
national bird. There are also many snakes, crocodiles, and iguanas.

Farming is important in Guatemala. Many farmers grow corn, beans,
and squash to feed themselves and their families. Other farmers
raise coffee, bananas, sugarcane, cotton, and cattle to sell to
other countries.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
MAYAN CIVILIZATION (voLUME 4) « MEXICO (VOLUME 9)
VOLCANOES (VOLUME 1)

For gorgeous plumage, few birds surpass the quetzal. Found in
rainforests from southern Mexico to Bolivia, the quetzal was the
sacred bird of the ancient Maya and Aztec; today it is the national

emblem of Guatemala (whose monetary unit is the quetzal).
© Michael & Patricia Fogden/Corbis

Guatemala City



P N B e P

- ‘- ::'- o .

ueipuj uefepy (9 :lamsuy




you suppose
Spanish is the

official language
of Nicaragua?

rlse.intq“ ‘air during a eruption of

Cerro Negro, Nica’r&ua_’é lﬁ'o activ ,iolcano.
‘ o




10400 ®

Nicaragua is the largest country in

Central America, the strip of land that connects
North and South America. The capital and
largest city of Nicaragua is Managua.

Nicaragua has two large lakes, Managua and
Nicaragua. The area around the lakes is dotted with
about 40 volcanoes. Some of the volcanoes are still
active. Nicaragua also experiences many earthquakes,
which can be very destructive.

The most fertile farmland in the country lies near the
volcanoes. The soil is rich with minerals from volcanic ash.
Because of that people have lived in the area for thousands of years. The
early people who lived there found this soil perfect for growing beans and
corn. They were also skilled craftsmen and left behind stone carvings,
pottery, and gold jewelry. But they also discovered the power of the
volcanoes. Scientists have found footprints that were left many years ago
by people who were fleeing from the lava and ash of an erupting volcano.

Spanish explorers arrived in Nicaragua in the 1500s. The native Indians
who lived there resisted, but eventually the Spanish conquered the land.
Nicaragua was named for Nicarao, an Indian chief who led the fight
against the Spanish. The country finally gained independence from the
Spanish in the 1800s.

Many Nicaraguans are farmers, still growing the traditional corn and

beans. They also produce coffee, cotton, beef, and

Managua ‘

b/ bananas, which are sold to other countries. Only a
KN 2 small portion of the land is actually used for
DD Y football, Of soccer '\T the farming, however. More than one-fourth of the
Assgtc“';‘:'o‘:“ar sport in all ;ef“::a country is covered with rainforest.
mo ies €Xce
scan C “t“ . the
:‘:‘:;:::“a, nere baseball 1S LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...

national pastime- CENTRAL AMERICA (voLUME 9) « RAINFORESTS (VOLUME 1)
VOLCANOES (VOLUME 1)
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Land of

Many Fish

Panama City is the capital of the small Central turned
American country of Panama. It lies on the Gulf of Panama City
Panama near the Panama Canal. Panama City __from a small
. used tg be a smalII Indian fishing village. The c::thel :fo‘l'_':ng: d"t':: dZ‘.'
Spanish name for the city, Panama, means “many fish.”
A Spanish soldier named Pedro Arias Dévila founded
Panama City in 1519. It was the first European settlement on the Pacific
coast of the Americas. After the Panama Canal opened in 1914, the city
became an important center for world trade.
To understand what the city looked like centuries ago, you can visit the
area known as San Felipe. Some people call it Casco Viejo, which means
“old city.” Here you’ll see many buildings from the colonial days. In the
building called the Salén Bolivar, the soldier Simoén Bolivar worked on
ways to unify the South American countries newly freed from Spanish rule.
In 1997 the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization named the old section of Panama City a World Heritage site.
This means that it is an important cultural site that should be protected
and preserved.
But it’s the canal that connects the Atlantic Ocean with the Pacific
Ocean that most visitors want to see. Every day ships from all over the
world take the trip through the narrow canal. The ships carry cargo and
passengers between countries. The canal saves them a journey of thousands
of miles around the southern tip of South America.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
SIMON BOLIVAR (voLumE 4) « PANAMA CANAL (VOLUME 9)
TRANSPORTATION (VOLUME 2)
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Panama City, PANAMA
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Weal Waterway

The Panama Canal is one of the most important artificial waterways in

the world. It’s located in the Central American country of Panama. The

canal cuts through a narrow strip of land to connect the Atlantic and Pacific
oceans. It is about 50 miles long.

The Panama Canal can cut thousands of
miles from a ship’s voyage. Ships traveling
between the east and west coasts of the
United States, for example, can shorten
their trip by more than 9,000 miles. Without
the canal, they would have to go around the
southern tip of South America.

Many different kinds of goods are
shipped through the canal. Thousands of
ships carry more than 200 million tons
of cargo through it each year. The most
important goods include petroleum
and grains.

The Panama Canal uses what is called a
lock system. Locks are huge tanks with
gates at each end. They are used to

raise or lower boats from one water V‘Q\CH L /G
(Top) Construction of the Panama Canal; level to another. This is necessary (%/ 2‘

(bottom) two men stand in front of canal locks :
under construction in 1913 as part of the because the lake through Wthh the

Panama Canal project. canal passes is at a higher level than
the oceans.
First a boat enters the lock, and the gate is closed behind it. If the
boat needs to rise to a higher level, water is added to the lock. As the How
water rises, the boat floats higher. When the lock is full of water, the long does

it take a ship
to pass through
the Panama Canal?

gate in front of the boat is opened. The boat can then travel out
onto the higher part of the canal. The process is reversed for boats
going in the other direction. It takes about nine hours for a ship to
go through the canal.

LEARN MORE! READ THESE ARTICLES...
PANAMA CITY, PANAMA (voLuME 9) « SUEZ CANAL (VOLUME 8)
TRANSPORTATION (VOLUME 2)
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PANAMA CANAL

A small tugboat leads a large ship out
of one of the Panama Canal’s locks.
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caribbean 2

Paragjg,

In 1492, Christopher Columbus believed he had
reached the Spice Islands in Asia by sailing west from Spain across the
Atlantic Ocean. What he didn’t know about were the other major islands
and continents in between! Later, however, people realized that he had
reached a land unknown to Europeans. They named the islands where he
first landed the West Indies, to set them apart from the Spice Islands (the
East Indies) of Southeast Asia.

The West Indies are a long chain of islands that separate the Caribbean
Sea from the Atlantic Ocean. They stretch for more than 2,000 miles between
Florida in the United States and the northern coast of South America. Many
1slands have mountains, and some have active volcanoes. Sometimes,
powerful and destructive hurricanes sweep across the West Indies.

After Columbus’ visit, Spain and other European countries set up
colonies in the West Indies. They also enslaved or killed the native Indians
and brought slaves from Africa to work on rich sugarcane plantations.
Slavery ended by the late 1800s. But the centuries of colonization, slavery,
and other immigration led to the unique cultural blends of the various
islands.

. Many West Ind%an 1slands.are =
independent countries. These inclu